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few such items as the baby undershirt
of President Edward Holyoke, Class
of 170¢, arc included unti! such time
as the University has a museum of
[Jarvardiana.

More typical are the long scrics of
records emanating from the depare-
ments of the University, and the sup-
plementary matcrials of student life
and alumni activities, The copious
correspondence files for each depart-
ment, payroll record cards, clipping
files of various kinds, superseded shect
shelf lists and catalognes from the
Collcge Library, examination ques-
tions (dating from 1836) and sample
cxamination papets, a selection of stu-
dents’ lecture notes (from 1650),

many thousands of student record files

cach containing an average of a dozen
or more forms, scrapbooks, theses and
prizc papers covering a great rangc of
lknowledge, student club archives (the
earliest 1719), some diaries and remin-
iscences, and a few early menus —
these may indicate the range of docu-

ments retained. With records holding
educational and biographical data
dating as far back as the meeting .of
the Governors of Harvard College on
27 December 1643, the University
Archives has an Inportance for the
history of American education thac
can hardly be overemphasized.

While the Archives fills about one
thirteenth of the entire Widener
Library building, and ninety per cent
of this collection 35 non-book ma-
terial, other non-book material else-
where in the University would fill an-
other tenth of the building —a total
space that would take care of some
350,000 volumes. This figurc repre-
sents one eighteenth of the book space
in the University; and the fall time of
at least twenty members of the staff
—again one ecighteenth of the total
—-is devoted to organization and serv-
ice of this fearure of the Harvard Uni-
versity Library.

Dasvip C. Weser

A New Wordsworth Letter:
Lyrical Ballads and John Taylor

FEM years after the death of

Frederick Locker-Lampson in

i180¢, his collection of manu-
scripts and rare books known as the
Rowfant Lihrar')r was sold to Deodd,
Mead and Company of New York; and
about 1908 ¢ne itemn therefrom, a large
album made up chicfly of holograph
letters by English vwriters, was bought
by the late Paul M. Warburg, After
his death the album passed inte the
possession of his son-in-law and daugh-

ter, Mr and Mirs S. B. Grimson,
through whosc kindncess an autograph
letter of Wordswarth contzined in it
is here printed for the first time, The
alburn is now on deposit in the Har-
vard College Library.!

*In his acticle on Locker-Lampson in the
DNB, Austin Dobson gives the date of sale
of the Rowfant Library as 1005. The Har-
vard College Library has an undated cata-
logue issved by Dodd, Alead and Company
oftering for salc the ‘Grear Album’ and list-
ing the Wordsworth fetrer, together with
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The letter fills two and a half pages
each measuring 9 by 7% inches, it is
addressed to ‘John Taylor Esqt / No
10— Hatton Garden / London’ and
recads as follows:

' Grasmere April gth — 1801
Sir,

Had | not been prevented by indisposi-
tion 1 should have returned you my
thanks some time ago for the letter swhich
you were 5o kind as to send 1ne, contain-

ing your opinion of my Poems. The

confidence which I formerly entertained
that I had not altogether failed in my a-
tempt to excite tender sensations in the

" hearts of my Readers has derived a firm

support from your good opinion, a sup-
port which is at once a valuable reward
for what T have already dane, and an
encouragenmient ta me to proceed in sim-
ilar efforts. Younr pratse, highly valuable
in itself, was made far more so by pos-

' sessing that character of discrimination

for which yon are distinguished. You
say that mine is the pathos of humanicy:
these words are a favorable augury for
me, for, this is the very cxecellence at
which I aimed,

[t may perhaps he interesting to you
to be informied that the very evening Lie-
fore I reccived your last letter, Mr
Coleridge & 1 had a long conversation
upon what you with grear propriety call
jacobinical pathos; and I can assure you
that he deeply regretted that he had ever
written a single word of that character,
ar given, divectly or indircetly, any en-
couragement whatever to such writings;
which he condemned as arguing both
want of genins and of knowledge: he
pointed ont as as [sic] worthy of the
severest reprehension, the conduct of
those writers who scem to estimate their
power of exciting sorrow for suffering
humanity, by the quantity of hatred &
revenge which they arc able to pour into

five sentences quolted from it. The Roawfans
Catalogne of 1886, P 220, also lists the lewter
and summarizes it in three brief sentences.

the hearts of their Readers. Pity, we
agreed, is & sacred thing, that cannot, &
will not be prophaned. Mr Cis as deeply
convinced as myself that the human heart
can never be moved to any salutary pur-
poses in this way; & that they who at-
tempt to give it such movements are
poisoners of its best feelings. They arc
bad poets, & misguided mcr

I shall not request you to return my
thanks (for the kin)®* to vour Sister, for
the kind notice which she has taken of
my poems, as I cannot refnse myself the
pleasure of writing to her—1 am very
sorry to have sent you a Book so incor-
rectly printed. Owing to some untoward
accidents, the copics which my publisher
sent down to me did not reach me till
the middle of last month, Of course 1
was lgnorant of the condition in which
the book was. If you think it worth
while, by applying to Mr Longman, a
half sheet will be sent to you which con-
tains sixteen lines which were omitted in
the last poem of the second volume, also
a page of Errata, many of which are ma-
terial to the sense — I ought to add that
this half sheet is reprinted in such a
manncr that it may be inserted in the
Volume without disfiguring it.

If Busincss or Pleasure should ever lead
either you or Miss Taylor this way, I
shall be very happy to shew you those
things which are most worth notice in
our neighbourhood, I shall not fail to do
myself the pleasure of ealling upon you
it it should ever by [sic] my fortune to
revisit London,

[ am, Sir, with great Respect,
Your faithful Servt
W Wordsworth

If as late as the turn of the century
Wordsworth still cherished a linger-
ing hope, a5 some¢ have maintained,
that good might yet come of the up-
heaval in France,? the letter offers new

? Canceled in the original.
*Thus George AL Harper (Willian
Wordswerth, New York, 1vz3, II, 8 10)
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evidence that the doctrines of the
Revolution no Jonger dominated his
thinking or tempted him to use his art
for purposes of propaganda. (The
term ‘jacobinical’ which he quotes
fromn Taylor had come to be applied
looscly to any urterance that could be
construed as sympathetic to the Revo-
lutionary dogmas, much as the word
‘communistic’ is indiscriminately used
today.) Puring the richly creative
period beginning about 1796 agencics
of another kind had been lcading hin
to a different conception of his office
as a poct in a confused and tragic
tinc.

His sister Dorothy had been teach-
ing him, howcver unconsciously, to
crust ‘our clementary feelings,” ‘the es-
sential passions of the heart.”* The im-
mensely stimulating influence of Cole-
ridge had cuncouraged him to devote
bis great gifts not to the ‘bad passions’ ®
but to nothing less than the ‘beauty
and dignity’ ¢ of the human mind. In
a letter of Apnl 1798 to his brother,
Coleridge quoted a few lines of
Wordsworth’s, later incloded -aith
some revision i Book IV of The Ea-
cursion, dealing with the influence of
Nature as exciting ‘no morbid pas-
sions . . . no venpeance, and no
hatred’ buc ‘the pure principle of

thinks that the paet did not relinquish hope
till the rencwal of war bemween Fogland
and France in 1803, while Lawrence THanson
(The Life of 8. 7. Coleridge: The Early
Years, L.ondon, 1938, p. 479) helicves that
the finel quictus came in 1Bug when Napo-
leon was crowned emperor.

‘Preface to Iyrical Rallads, 18a0 (The
Poetical Warks of Williana TV ordsworth,
cd. Ernest De Sélincoury, Oxford, 1934, 11,
$6).
3 ® Leiters of Sanwuel Taylor Coleridge, ed.
Lraest H, Coleridpe (Boston, 18953, 1, 244.

¢ Preface to Lyricel Dallads, 18oo (Poetical
Works of Weordswerth, ed. D¢ Sélincourt,
11, 380},

love’; ™ and to Wordsworth he wrote
in the summer of 1509: 'l do eotreat
you to go on with “The Recluse”; and
I wish you would writc 2 poem . . .
addressed to those, who, In conse-
quence of the complete failure of the
French Revolution, have thrown up
all hopes of the ameclioration of
mankind. . . . It would do great
good. . . . ® This cager plea proved
germinal. Out of 1 fimally grew The
Prelirde and alinost at once the memor-
able pocm of 107 lines beginning ‘On
Alan, on Nature, and on Human Life,
which Waordswarth first cailed hy the
significent titlc of ‘Prospccrus’ and
later included in The Rechtse. He
had formed a new synthesis and a con-
ception of his art at once deeper and
broader than before. In the Preface
to the 1800 edition of Lyrical Ballads
he could declarc that the poct is =
‘preserver, carrying everywhere with
him relationship and love. . . . The
Poet binds together . . . the vast cm-
pire of human society. ... ® The
new letter records the vehement regret
of Wordsworth and Coleridge that in
support of ideals which they had once
believed the Revolution to symbolize
they ‘had ever written a single word’
to incite division and enmity, the
‘hatred and revenge’ of which the let-
ter speaks. To the extent that they
had done so they had profaned the
sacred emotion of pity. This, pretty
clearly, is the ‘jacobinical pathes’ to
which the letter alludes, And when-
ever they had dealt with the tragedy
of the human let in such a way as to

" Letters of Coleridge, 1, 144,

Christopher Wordsworth, Memeoirs of
T itlfan: Wordsworth (Louden, 1851}, I,
I50.
5’?Prcfacc to Lyrical Balfads, 1800 (Poetical

[Vorks af Vordswarth, ed. De Sélincourt,
11, 396).
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bind the family of man together in re-
lationship and love, they had given
expression to ‘the pathos of humanity,’

All this is, of course, implicit in the
pocms of the new edition of Lyrical
Ballads and in portions of the Preface;
and onc feels rhat Wordsworth looked
upon a particular poem, ‘Michael,’
which he refers to in the letter as the
last poem in the collection, as in a
special sensc a touchstone, a measure
of his success, In a letter to Thomas
Poole written the samc day as the new
letter, he asked Poole to believe that
‘Michacl,’” dealing with ‘two of the
most powcerful affections ef the human
heart,” family love and love of the
land, had ‘drawn tears from the cyes
of more than onc’; and he was eager
to lcarn his friend's response to this
poem. Similarly when he sent the
volumes to Charles James Fox, he said
in an accompanying letter that hc was
offering them ‘solely on account of
twa poems . . . the one entitled “The
Brothers,” and the other, “Mich-
apllH 10

The name of the John Taylor
(1757-1832) to whom the new letter
15 written is all but absent from the
Wordsworth story. He is uomen-
tianed in the biographics. In the cor-
respondence only onc complete lerter
to lnm, dated z1 November 1826
(Letter 784 in De Sélincourt’s collec-
tion), has hitherto appeared.’? There

WThe Early Letters of Williaz amd Doro-
thy Wordsworth, ed. Ernest De Sélincourt
(Oxfard, 1035}, pp. 266, z6v.

For the 'sixteen lines . . . omikted in the
last poem {*Michael'] of rhe second volume,
see Letters of Coleridge, 1, 350 n, The pas-
sage bicgins, ‘Though nought was lefc un-
done’ (Poetical Works of TI7ordsiworih, ed.
1Je Sélincourr, 11, 86).

"The Letters of Willimne and Derothy
Wordsworth: The Later Years, ed. Trnest
De Slincvurt (Oxford, 1939), 1. 250-2d0.

is, however, a five-line fragment, dated
30 January 1828 (Lectter 813 in De
Sélincourt); 12 and there is 2 letter to
Aliss Taylor, written the same day as
the ncew one to her brother {Letter
120 m De Sélincourt).?® To the first
and third of these De Sélincourt has
three faotnotes, totaling twelve lines
— the only treatment of Taylor, so
far as T have found, that any editor of
Wordsworth has griven us, -

For light on the origin of Words-
worth’s conncction with Taylor, we
ave obliged to rely on the latter's auto-
bingraphy,* written late in life and
by no means free from inaccuracies.
In this instance, however, his narrative
dovetails so well with what Words-
worth writes in the new lerter that
there seems to be no reasan for calling
it in question. Jt coutains two pages
devoted to Wordsworth.

‘To my surprise,” he says, ‘I received

“a lerter from him many years ago, ac-

companied with two volumes of his
“Lyrical Ballads”; the letter imported
a desire to know what impression his
poems, written by an author living in
rural retirement, had made upon a
man living in the bustle of active life.
[t was not a little gratifying to me to
find thar 1 was known at all to a poct
of such original merit, and residing at
so distant a place’ Tavlor acknowl-
edged the receipt of the volumes, and
alter he had read them wrote Words-

2 Letters of Williant and Doroiby TWords-
nworth: The Later Years, 1, 2g1.

" Early Letiers of NWilliqwr and Dorothy
Wardsworth, ed. De Sélincourt, pp. 268-272.

" John Taylor, Records of ;{)}; Life, 2
vols. (London, 183z). Although it is the
chief source of information about Taylor,
this is a strange and unreliable work, It is
an nterminable scrics of rcminiscences ser
down from memory without benefit of
documentation or dates or index or organ-
ization of any kind, even chrenological.
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worth a second Jetter, ‘to testify the
pleasure which they had afforded me.
In the poet’s reply, the letter wwith
which we are dealing, ‘he expressed
his satisfaction with the opinion which
I had given of his work, and after a
little farther correspondence between
us, I heard from him no more.’ 27

No clear answer appears to the
question  why Wordswarth wrate
Taylor ia the first place, 2 man whom
he did not then know; but one may
make a plausible guess. The corre-
spondence of both Wordsworth and
Coleridge just before and just after
the new cdition of Lyrical Ballads
came ofl the press (in January of
1801) shows that the two friends were
in 2 state of kcen excitcment concern-
ing the rcception of the two volumes;
and they collaborated on a kind of
promotional scheme, Coleridge taking
the initiative. To the publisher, Long-
man, he wrate on 15 December 18o0:
‘[ have already coinmenced negocia-
tions [sic] for securing [the new pub-
lication] a fair and honest Rewview
I should adwvise that 3 or 4 copics
should be sent te diffcrent people of
eminence: one to Mrs. Jordan . . .
onc to Mrs. Barbauld and one to My
Wilberforce, . . . Mr. Wordsworth
will write appropriate complimentary
Leteers with cach. With neither of
these has Mr. W, any acquaintance.
[ have written Letters to all my ac-
quaintance whosc voices I think likely
ta have any jnfiuence.’  Toward the
end of January 1801, he wrote to
Poole: ‘By my advice, and at long-
man’s expense, copies with appropriatc
jetrers, were scnt to the Dutchess

“ Tuylar, Records of My Life, 11, 287-288.

“ Unpublished Letters of Samne! Taylor
Coleridge, cd. Larl L. Griggs (New Haven,
19313), I, iz—104.

[sic] of Devonshire, Sir Bland Bur-
gess, Mrs, Jordan, Mr, Tox, Alr. Wil-
berforce, and two or three others.” 17

-On February 13 Coleridge reported to

Poole: ‘Wordsworth has received
answers from all but Mr, Fox — all re-
spectful and polite, but all written
inmiediately on the receipt of the
Poems, and consequently expressing
no opinion.’ 18

Coleridge was writing at intervals
for the Aorning Post, of which Tay-
lor had been editor only a fcw years
before, and it is extremely likely that
he would have known of him as a fig-
ure in London journalism. That Tay-
for was hut a second-rate journalist is
Jess important in this connection than
that he was a widely known one.
Thus it would be at Jeast understand-
able that Coleridge in his advertising
zeal should suggest to Wordsworth
the inclusion of Taylor’s name on their
list of ‘people of eminence’ to whom
the new volumes should be sent “with
appropriate complimentary J.etters.

It is perhaps worth while to sum-
marize the evidence of the whole con-
nection hetween the two men. All the
letters of which there is record are the
following:

. Wordsworth’s letter ta  Taylor
(lost) submitting the FLyrica! Ballads of
1800 to his attention. The date would
necessarily fall between the publication

of the volumes in January of 1801 and
April 9, when the new letter was wwritten,
2. Taylor’s note of acknowledgment
(lost).
3. The Jetter {lost) that Taylor wrote
after he had read the volumes.

4. Presumably a letter by Miss Taylor

sent with her brother’s letter.

T hMrs chr{ Sandford, Thowias Poole and
His Friends (l.ondon, 1888), 1. 27,
' Unpnblished Letters af Colevidge, 1, 173,
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5. The new letter, ¢ April 1801, which
Waordsworth wrote in reply to Taylor,

6. Wordsworth’s letter ro Miss Taylor
{No, 120 in De Sélincourt) written the
same day as the above.

7. What Taylor calls ‘a little farther
correspondence,” lost and undated but
obyipusly not long afrer the letters listed
above.,

8. Afrer an interval of some twenty-
five vears, a letter from Taylor, lost but
belonging to November 1826.

9. Wordsworth’s reply (No. 783 in
De Sélincourt), dated 21 November 1826.

10. A letter by Taylor, lost but be-
longing to 2bout January 18:8.

t1. A fragment {Letter 813 in De
Séltncourt) of a reply to the above, dated
3o January 1828.

However, letters are not quite the
only evidence of the association,

In No. g above the poet thanks Tay-
lor for an ‘cicgant sannct’ in his honar.
This is no doubt the sonnet, a very
flat one, which appears on page 191 of
the first volume of the subsecription
cdition of Taylor's Poews on Various
Swubjects, 1827, It may be plausibly
dated as belonging shOrtl}' before the
letter,

Although there is no indication that
Taylor ever accepted Wordsworth's
invitation to visit him in the Lake
District or that Wordsworth cver
called on Taylor, they did meet and
tall in London, In his autobiography
Taylor says that he met Wordsworth
by chance at an annual exhibition of
the Royal Academy. ‘As I was going

up the stairs of the academy, I over-
took Sir George Beaumnont and 2 gen-
tleman, whom he intreduccd to mc as
Mr. Wordsworth., | was very much
gratified in sceing him, and he testified
a similar pleasure in seeing e, jnso-

much that we paid more attention to
each ather than to the pictures. Sir
George invited me to dine with him,
and to mecet Mr, Wordsworth, and
this Invitation the worthy baronet fre-
quently repeated while Mr., Words-
worth remained in town. 1 hardly
nced add, chat chese invitations were 4
source of more than amusement, as it
would be strange indced if 1 had not
profited by such enlightened soci-
ety 1® The wording here is a little
ambiguous but it seems to mean that
Wordsworth, Taylor, and Sir George
dined together several times. Taylor
records no details of these meetings,

Finally something should be said as
to who Taylor and his sister were.

Of the latter, to whom the new
letter alludes so pleasantly, little in-
formation is available. Taylor's auto-
biography contains three mentions of
her, all of them undated. Two of
these are too casual to be of any help.
The third, written late in his life, says
that there were eJeven children in his
father's family, of whom five died in
infancy, and that he and his sister are
the only survivors; and he adds: “lhe
affectinon of my sister, together with
her merits, both moral and 1ntcllpctm[,'
in a great degree compensate for the
loss of the rest,’ *°

In the subscription edition of Tay-
lot’s poems, 1827, there is an undated
sonnet with the title “To My Sister.
This tribute, which gives every cvi-
dence of genuine feeling, says of her
that she is both ‘f2ithful friend’ and
‘kind sister,” and praises her unselfish-
ness, her generosity, and her tender-
ness of heart.*t

*Taylor, Records of Ay Life, I, 286.

*Taylor, Records of My Life, 1, 4.

% John Taylor, Poews on Various Subjects
{(London, 1827), 1, 175.
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That she should lLave written to
Wordsworth at all as carly as 1801,
when he was but little recognized, says
something of her; and the fact that she
admired the ‘genuine simplicity” of the
paems and the independent thought
cvinced in the P'reface pleased Words-
worth so decply that he would not
‘refusc |himscif] the pleasure of writ-
ing to her’ a scparate letter. The tone
of this letter —its candar, its fricndli-
ness, its assumption that he is address-
ing a person of tastc —shows that
Wordsworth believed he discerned in
Miss Taylor an intelligent, open-
minded, and sympathetic reader.
Otherwise he would hardly have writ-
ten at such length on the question of
how his ‘present opinions’ on poctry
and the language of poctry had been
formed; nor would he have been at
prins to offer her a list of emended
readings of ‘The Female Vagrant’ in
order to illustrace the wide differenee
between his ideas of poetic diction
when that poem had been composed
(it was begun in 179322 and his pres-
ent convictions on the same subject.

At best Miss Taylor is a shadowy
figure, but it is fair to suppose, in the
absence of cvidence to the contrary,
that she deserved the high opinion of
her held by her brother and Words-
worth, .

The brother is the fourth John Tay-
lor in unbroken succession ta be con-
nected with the practice of medicine.
His preat-grandfather was an apothe-
cary-surgeon. His grandfather, the re-
doubtable ‘Chevalier’ Taylor, was a
traveling oculist and something of a
mountebank, Dr Johnson said of him
that though ‘sprightly’ hc *was an in-

= The l'octical Works of TWilliawr W ards-

worth: Poems Written in Youth, ¢d. Lrnesc
De Sélincourt (Oxford, 1940}, p. 130.

stance of how far impudence could
carry ignorance.” #2 (It is not surpris-
ing that the grandson expressed his
resentment of ‘the insolent abuse of
my grandfather by Dr. Jehnson, as
recorded in the life of that hiterary
hippopotamus by Mr. Boswell.”) *
The Chevalier was repeatedly satir-
ized, in public (by Hogarth and others
and in The Operator: A Ballad Opera)
and in private (for example in Horace
Walnole’s Jetters),® His grandson
quotcs, without protest, ‘an old num-
ber of the Monthly Review’ wherein
the Chevalier 1s called *a coxcomb, but
a coxcomb of parts’? He was for
many ycars oculist to George I, held
M.D. degrecs from three continental
universities, wrote medical treatises,
and practiced as an ‘Opthalmiater,” his
own term, in most (he says all) of the
courts of Kurope. Edward L Carlyle,
while deprecating  his  flamboyant

- methods of sclf-advertising, says of

him that he ‘possessed considerable
skill as an operator.” #7

Of the third John Taylor (r724-
1787) all that nced be said is that he
lived in London {most of the time at
Hatton Garden), that he hecame ocu-

= Bowwell's Life of Jobuson, cd, George R,
Hill, rev, Lawrence ¥. Powell (Oxford,
1934-50), 1. 389-390. A footnote to this
passage gives an amusing example of the
Chevalier's quickness at repartec. At a din-
ner with a gronp of barcisters he had been
hinasting of the remarkable things he could
do. Om, of the diners thereupon asked him
to tell them anythlng he could nor do.
‘“Norhing so easy,” replied Taylor: “I ean-
not pay iy share of the dinner hill, and
that, Str, I must beg of you to do.?

* Taylor, Records of z’l-fy Life, I, 27.

= The Letters of Horace Walpole, cd.
Alrs Pager Toynbee {(Oxford, 1g903), IV
201, 214.

‘”Tn)'lm, Records of My Life, 1, 16.

* Article on Chevalier Taylor in the DNB
by Edw *u'd 1. Carlyle.
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list to George 111, that he was fond of
the theatre and knew ‘many of the
actors,” and that onr fohn Taylor was
his eldest son.*® :

This fourth jJohn achicved some
medical reputation and like his father
was oculist to George 111 But his in-
terest 1n his profession gradually
waned, and he added journalism to his
activitics, first as a writer of theatrical
reviews for the Moriing Post. How-
ever, as will be seen, his career as a
London newspaperman fell far short
of distinction,

As early as about 1787 he became
editar of the Morning Post, succeed-
ing twa unscrupulous cditors, Henry
Bate and Willlam Jacksen, who had
brought the paper into ill repute, and
preceding by scven or cight years
Daniel Stuart, who improved its stand-

- ards and secured contribucions from

gifted writers, including Coleridge.*
Taylor’s incumbency was inglorious
and brief — about two ycars by his
own account®® According to EH. R.
¥ox Bourne, the proprietor dismissed
hirm3' In his autohiography Taylor
blandly remarks that his nocturnal
sessions with his staff became an occa-
sion a kind of ‘Comus’s court,’ 37
Somewhat Jater Taylor bought the
True Byriton. The nature of this paper
15 indicatcd by a libel suit brought in
1796 against the Cowrier for an article
in which the Triee Briton was called
‘the most vulgar, ignorant, and scur-
rilous journal ever published in Great

# Article on Chevalier Taylor in the DNB;
and Taylar, Records of Afy Life, ), 5, 357.

® Article on John Taylor (the Chevalier's
grandsot1) in the DND by Charlotte T[ell-
Smith; and H. 1. I'ox Bourne, Engfisi Nes-
papers (London, 1887}, [, 2:0-223.

W Taylor, Records of My Life, 11, 268,

" Bourne, FEnglish Newspapers, 1, 224.

*Taylor, Records of Aly Life, TI, 241,

Britain,” Lord Kenyon of the Court
of King's Bench ruled, in effect, that
the strong language was justified and
therefore not actionable.??

Taylor's last important venture in
jeurnalism was his conncction with
the Suw, of which he became part
proprietor in 1833, Of this rabidly
Tory paper H. R, Fox Bourne says
that it had ‘during many ycars an cvil
rcputation’ and he quotes a quip that
appeared in the Edinburgh Review for
May 1823; “The Sun appcars daily
but never shines.” ¢ William Jerdan
(1782—1869) had part ownership of
the paper and a quarrel developed be-
tween him and Taylor over its con-
trol, By 1815 they were carrying on
their quarrel publicly, both claiming
to be editor at the same time.® Shortly
the feud became a complicated law
suit that continued for two years or
more.® In the end Taylor hought out
Jerdan, but the paper had suffered so
hcavily from the protracted litigation
that it seems to have been increasingly
a liability; Alexander Andrews says it
was alimost ruined.® Tavlor kept it
going for a few years and sold it in
182538 The story s much confused,
but it is certain that Taylor believed

¥ Alcxander Andrews, The [fistory of
British Journalism: {(London, 1859}, I, 258;
and Bourne, English Newspapers, 1, 331 n.

% Bourne, Knglish Newspapers, 1, 288-289.

%In his Records of Afy Life and even in
his poetry, Taylor has frequent but unclear
allusions ta the quarrel; and William Jerdan
creats it et leagth in his Awutodiography
(London, 1852), 1l, 63-80 and 137-150. Jer-
dan (M. 77} reprints from the Spn rival
notices Gwenty-three days apatt, the first
saying that ‘all communications for the Sun
newspaper must ., . be addressed’ to Jer-
darn, while the second anc says that ‘all com-
municativns' arc to be seut to Taylor.

WDND,

¥ Andrews, Brirish Jounrnalisui, 11, 86,

“* DNA.
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himself to have been very unfairly
used and that by 1825 or 1826 he was
in such difficulty financially that he set
about recouping his losses by publish-
ing a subscription edition of his pocns
and by writing an autobicgraphy.

Taylor's poetry is veluminous, fac-
ile, and third-rate, Afuch of it is occa-
sional verse, in neo-classic heroic coup-
lets, written for the theatres — pro-
logucs, cpilogucs, ‘addresses’ for acrors’
benefits, and the like; and he turned
out sonnets in profusion, The only
poern that was widely known was
‘Monsicar Tonson,” a narrative of
twenty-eight stanzas founded on a not
very amusing practical joke,

Taylor's rcputation, however, was
bascd less upon his poctry and his
efforts in jouroalism than upon a curi-
ous combination of persanal qualities,
some of them admirable, some of themn
of a sort appropriate to the grandsen
of the picturesque ‘Chevalier.”

That he had a2 gift for making
friends is clear from the endless rentin-
iscences in his autobiography and from
the roll of subscribers to the 1824 edi-
tion of his poctns —a list containing
no less than 301 names headed by ‘His
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex’
and constituting an imposing roster of
peers, political figures, artists, writers,
and theatrical people from Mrs Sid-
dons and Charles Kemble down to the
Jesser follawers of the stage. (His life-
long passion for the stage was cer-
tainly genuine.) He was, in short,
‘everybody’s Taylor,” as he was some-
times called. It is clear, also, that he
was, within limits, good company,
Crabb Rohinsan, who records a din-
ner at which Taylor was present,
speaks of him as a man of ‘lively parts’;
and cven his enemy Jerdan, who has

lefc an unflattering sketch of him,
gives him credit for being ‘a very
amusing companion.’ 5

But there were other strongly
marked elements in his make-up. Ile
was an inveterate and indiscriminate
maker of jests, including practical
jokes; a constant teller of anccdartes;
a prolific retailer of gossip. scandal,
and small beer generally (precisely
the kind of thing for which Words-
worth was to ¢xpress his distaste in the
sonnets called ‘Personal Talk’); a hac-
chanalian  boon-companion in  the
Green Rooms of Drury Lane and
Covent Garden, at coffeehouses and
taverns, and at the meetings of the
Keep-The-Line Club; something of a
poseur; and a pood deal of a tuft-
hunter.i® Morcaver all the evidence
indicates that his thinking was saper-
ficial and his opinions, including his
Toryism, conventional. The fact that
Wordsworth, in the new letter, said
of him that he was distinguished for
his discrimination is difficult indeed to
account for, as anyone will testify
who has plowed through the cight
hundred pages of his autobiography
and the long array of his poems. One
is tempted to suspect that the flatter-
ing phrascology employed by Words-
worth in the fetter is an instance, baw-
ever uncharacteristic, of the ‘appro-
priate complimentary’ language which
Coleridge and he used in their pro-
motional scheme referred to above, In
any case L'aylor’s carly recognition of
the wvalue of Wordsworth’s poetry
sccms the only notable instance he

A iary, Reminiscences, and Correspond-
ence of Henry Crabb Robinson, c¢d. Thomas
Sadler (London, 1872), I, 254; aud Jerdan,
Awrobiography, 1, 71.

P Evidence of all this occurs in profusion
in the owo volumes of Taylor's Records of

Ay Life.
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has lefc us of discrimination of any
kkind. -

Since mwost of the association he-
tween the two was by letter it is pos-
sible that Wordsworth had but in-
complete knowledge of his corre-
spondent’s qualities. If, however, he
became preity well aware of them
and yet maintaincd 2 warm feeling for
himy, it would seem that in his personal
judgments he was capable of less rig-
idity and more tolerance than he is
sometimes said to have bceen; for
Wordsworth clearly felt that the con-
nection which hegan in 1801 and was
still cordiat more than 2 quarter cen-
tury later constituted a genuine friend-
ship, The hest evidence that this is
so is Wordswoarth’s responsc to the
appeal of Taylor when in 1826 the
latter found himsclf in financial straits
and asked Wordsworth to be a sub-

scriber to the forthcoming edition of
his poctry.®t The poet answered Tay-
lor's Jetter instantly and warmly. I
shall be glad and proud to have my
name enrolled in this fist,” he wrote;
and he observed that it was some con-
solation for Taylor's misfortune that
it would enable him to distinguish his
‘supposed’ friends from his ‘true’ ones.
Wordsworth placed himsclf i the
latter category.

MapisoN C. Bates

* Strictly speaking, this is conjecture, since
we do ot have Taylor's letcer; buc from the
language of the poet’s reply there can hardly
be any doubt. It must be added, however,
that Wordsworth’s name does not appear in
the list of subscribers. Possibly Taylor re-
cetved the permission too late for the In-
scrtion of the name. Teo suppose that
Wordsworth revoked his consent wonld be
inconsistent with the exchange of letrers two
years later( sce Letter 813 in De Sélincourt).

The George David Birkhoft Mathiematical Library

MATHEMATICIAN thinks of a li-
brary in much the same way
that a physicist or chemist

thinks of a laboratory, It is the center
of his most important activities, where
the ideal of scientific truth can best
be pursucd. ;

At Tarvard, Widencr provides one
such center for work in marhematics,
housing as it does the main rcscarch
collection of about 10000 volumes
and 5,000 pamphlets and reprints,
plus periodicals.? But, since only one
copy of 2 boak or periodical 1s nor-

1See Keyes D. Metcalf 2nd Lidwin E. Wil.
liams, ‘Flarvard’s Book Collections,” TTarvArD
Lirary Burieny, V {1g951), 214.

mally acquired, many of the most im-
portant items orc frequently out on
loan. Moreover, the stacks are not
easily accessible to all students.

For these reasons, a special library
consisting almost entirely of dupli-
cates, maintained and supervised by
the Department of Mathematics, plays
a very useful role. Named the George
David Birkhoff Machematical Library,
in memory of the Jate Professor of
Machematics and Dean of the IFaculcy
of Art and Sciences, because of his
outstanding mathcmatical distinction
and leadership, the Library 1s located
in the building of the former Institute
of Geographical Exploration, which
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