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Printed Wrappers of the Fifteenth to
the Eighteenth Centuries

"N recent years scveral articles on the origin and devclopment of
the book-jacket have been published,” and the carliest so far noted
appears to be that for Heath’s Keepsake, 1833 [1832]. There have,
however, been few, if any, studies of the evolution of the printed

wrapper during the first three cencuries of printing, although there are
numcrous accounts of particular examples, mainly of the fiftcenth
century.’ The purpose of the present paper is to outline the develop-
ment of the printed wrapper and to enlist the attention of bookmen in
the scarch for specimens which may fill in the gaps in this account of 2
minor, though interesting part of book production.

Printcd wrappers have had two main lines of descent, both of which
go back well into the fifteenth century. In the carlier and truer form
the wrapper is an entity by itsclf, printed at a different time and cven
on a different press or by another shop or proccss, and is unconnected
physically with the book or pamphlet which it encloses cxcept by the
stitching or glue with which it is attached. It iIs usually printed on
paper,” but paper generally of a thicker sort than the book to be en-
closcd, and occasionally on paper pasted down on some stiffcning
material, either a heavier paper or pasteboard. If the printed matter on
the wrapper is applicable only to one book, or if all copics of a given
bock in original condition are covered by the same printed wrapper
which is not found on any copy of another book, it may be called 2
publisher’s wrapper. But if the design is applicable to any book of the
samic size, or 1f it occors on hooks of diftcrent publishers or even

YCf. Timies Literary Supplement, 12 May 1950, p. 300; Publishers’ ¥Weekly, 6
Seplember 1047, p- B 154, and references in both the above. John Carter has heen
the chicf explorer of this ficld and over the years has steadily pushed back the date of
the carliest specimen,

*E.f., Leo Daer, Afit Holzschnitten verzierte Buchumschlidge des XV. und XVI,
Jabribunderts (Frankfort, 1923); . P. Goldschmidt, Gotbic & Reunnissance Book-
bindings (Cambridge, 10:8), 1, 163-164; and Leo Baer, Helzschuitte auf Buchum-
sehldgen (Strasburg, 1936).

* Examples, however, are known printed on vellum, and indeed, technically, any
material used to cover a book which was atrached to that book by means other than
lacing of the bands would be a “wrapper.
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different books of the same publisher, then it 1s properly termed a
binder’s wrapper.

The other type of wrapper may be called the ‘integrated wrapper.’
This is printed on the recto of the first leaf of the first quire and on the
verso of the last leaf of the last quire, with the other sides eicher blank
or containing no matcrial which is continuous with matter which is an
integral part of the book, so that if these first and last lcaves werce
canceled, the book would appear mercly to lack two leaves which
might be blank. They should not be confuscd with “wrap-arounds,’
which arc common on pamphlets of the cightcenth century and which
are to be distinguished by the fact that they either are conjugate with
one of the quires which they protect or at least contain, besides the title
or half-title on the recto of the first leaf, part of the text, table, index, or
advertisemnents which is continuous with matter which is an integral
part of the baok.

The earliest known printed wrapper of the type first described occurs
on a copy of Von Ordnung der Gesundbeit of Hans Schonsperger,
Augshurg, 1482, in the Staatliche Bibliothel in Bamberg.* Evidently
Schonsperger’s artist was instructed to make a woodcut of a typical
blind-tooled leather binding of the time, including the bands of the
spine, and the whele has been almost miraculously preserved by the
accident of having been loosely bound with other tracts in a pigskin
cover. Not only was this first printed wrapper produced by an Augs-
burg printer, but so also were all five of the recorded ones of this type
printed in the fifteenth century in Germany.

An example of one of these is shown in Plate 1. Tt is found on the
Klosterneuburg-Kreisler copy, recently bequeathed to Harvard by
Mrs A, P. Loring, Jr, of Jodocus Pflantzmann’s German translation
of the twelfth-century collection of the imperial feudal laws compiled
by Obertus dec Horto, entitled Keyserliche Lehenrecht and printed in
Augsburg by Lucas Zeissenmair in 1494. Soon after publication this
copy was placed in a half deerskin paper-hoard binding and so has heen
preserved in remarkably fine condition.® Erhart Ratdolt had printed
in Augsburg the ycar before an edition of the Lebenrecht, a copy of
which is in the Harvard Law Library. Presumably after Zeissenmair’s
edition was published with its fine printed wrappers Ratdolt was 1m-

*Cf. Max Miiller, Der &lteste bisher Lekannte Buchumschlag,' Festsebrife fitr

Georg Leidinger (Munich, 1930), pp. 195—197.
¢ No other copy of the woodcur nsed on the bHack cover has heen prescrvcd.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume VI, Number 3 (Autumn
1952)



Printed Wrappers of the 15th to the 18th Centuries 315

pelicd to imitate them for use on the unsold copies of his own edition.
In Ratdolt’s wrappers a panel of the front cover has inserted in type a
blurb for the book with the date 1494.° It must be one of the earliest
publisher’s blurbs known,

The design of Zcissenmair’s covers is copied with very little altera-
tion, othcr than the addition of the scalloped outer border, from the
blocks used for a similar wrapper made for an edition of the Historia
von des sieben weisen Meistern printed at Augsburg in 1486 by Hans
Schonsperger, a copy of which is preserved in the Wiirttembergische
Landesbibliothek m Stuttgart.,” These same blocks were used two years
later for wrappers which occur on scveral copies of the blockbook
edition of Hartlieb’s Kunsz Ciremantin, Augsburg, J. Schapff, 1486.

In Italy, as Paul Kristeller first pointed out,® there were a number
of similar woodcut bindings, the earlier ones of Ferrarese origin and the
later ones Venctian. These are not strictly speaking printed wrappers,
as I, P. Goldschmidt obscrved,” for they cansist of woodcuts containing
designs for both covers and the spine printed together on a single sheet
of paper which was then pasted over a cardboard binding already affixed
to the book. One of the carliest of these, on a copy of P. Riccetus,
Annotata in Logicam Pauli Veneti, Venice, (3. de Tridino, 5 October
1488, is now in the Department of (zraphic Arts at Harvard.” Furcher-
more, the Italian printed covers differ from the early German ones in
being binder’s decorations applied to any book of the appropriate size;
and not publisher’s wrappers occurring on several copies of the same
baok — as in most of the German oncs.

Besides the (zerman and Italian printed wrappers of this type the
only other example of the fifteenth century known to me occurs solcly
on the New York Public Library copy ** of the Basle cdition of the
Epistola Cristoferi Colom printed for Bergman de Olpe in 1493. This

*Cf. H, W, Davics, Catalogue of Early German Books of C. Fairfax Murray
(Londen, 1913), T, n. 238. That copy is now in the Morgan Library,

"Cf., Ouwo Leoze, ‘Mit bolzschaitten veccierte Buchumschlige,’ Festsehrift fir
Georg Leidinger, pp. 165-169.

“Bibliographica, 1 (1893), 249 ff.

*Gothic & Renaissance Bookbindings, 1, 163164,

* Reproduced in Goldschmide, op. land,, Plates XTV and XV, A most unusual
Italian printed wrapper is in the Broxbourne Library of Allcrt Ebrman, It is prinred
in red ink and contains a woodcut which occurs in the vnique copy of the Miracole
della Madomna, Bologna, 1491. Unfortunately the wrapper is empty, so it cannot be

dated or localized.
* Four other copies of this book are known, all without the wrappers.
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littie book consists of an octavo sheet, the first three leaves of which are
signed in roman lower case numerals. Wrapped around them is 2
quarter-sheet of a differcnt paper, with chainlines about 35 millimeters
apart compared to about 40 millimeters for the book paper. The recto
of the front cover contains a woodcut of the royal arms of Spain hcaded
‘Regnii hyspanie.’; the verso bears a woodcut of 2 ship wich type inscre
‘Oceanica Classis’. The recto of the back cover contamns a full-length
cut headed ‘Fernad? rex hyspania’, and the verso a cut of the arms of
Granada headed ‘Grapata;’.'

So much then for printed wrappers of the unintegrated type in the
fifteenth century. In the early sixteenth century there were Ierrarese
and Venctian printed wrappers similar to those described above, One
of them having a woodcut which is repeated on both covers occurs on
a paper wrappet of a book printed in Rome in 1525 now in the Morgan
Library, and on a vcllum wrapper of a Basle book of 1521 in the
Metropolitan Muscum. A Flemish woodcut printed wrapper occurs
on 2 manuscript dated ca. 1552, sold at Sotheby’s, 19 May 1952, lot 103
(with facsimile); and what A. W. Pollard has suggested may be an
English one was found in a Wiiton House scrapbook and is now 1n the
Mctropolitan Musecum.* It is a fragment only and contains an octavo-
sized woodcut of the Tudor arms, crowned, with lion and wyvern
supporters, garter, and border with cartouche at bottom which contains
in Gothic type the name “‘Salomon Lawes’. It is colored presumably by
stencil and has a considerable blank left margin, alchough the bottom
has been trimmed. If this fragment was really mtended for a wrapper,
then from the unidentified name of Salomon Lawes it may have been
a collector’s wrapper rather than a publisher’s, It may be merely a
piece of printer’s waste, which would explain the large left margin,
It is possible, however, that it was intended for a bookplate, perhaps
a stock one like the cighteenth-century book-pile bookplates.™

*f. Lenox Library, The Letter of Colmbus . . . A Faesimile of the Fictorial
Edition (New Yorlr, 18g2). Yredericlk G. Schab of New York has painted our to
mc that the woodcut of Philip the Good in the Triwmphal Areh of Albert Dicer i3

flanked by a copy of the cut which occurs on the second leaf of this book.

1 8ee W. M. Ivins, Brlletin of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, XX (1927),
224=-220,

" A very interesting carly example of a blank bookplate is printed on the verso
af the last Icaf of Peter Whagner's edition of Verselung von Leib, Seele, Ebre und
Gut, Nurcmberg, 1489, a fine copy of which has recently been given to the Iarvard
Library by Christian A. Zabriskie. It has also been obscrved that the blanl shield
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Printed Wrappers of the 1 5th to the 18th Centuries 317

The only specimen of a true printed wrapper of the seventeenth
century which I have found occurs on the Harvard copy of Philippe
I.e Noir’s Catechissie familier, 12° in 6's, La Rochelle, J. Marcel, 1683
(see Plate ITa). Itis pasted down on a sheet of waste paper and possibly
because of the paste has a creamy color quite different from the paper
of the book. This may really be a binder’s wrapper, for it would be
just as snitable for any other duodecimo devotional book. Tt has been
preserved in this fine condition because it has had until recently a
wrapper of waste vellum lightly scwn around it.

in the last third of the cighteenth century printed wrappers are very
comman indeed, but oddly enough the earliest example of this century
that I have so far discovered occurs on the Harvard copy *® only of
Sonie Account of the Trial of Swiel Goodere, Esq., 8° 1n 4's, Boston,
[Kneeland and Green], 1741 (see Plate IIb). 1t 1s printed on a blue-
gray stock which is familiar in numerous late eighteenth- and early
nineteenth-century examples. The title of the tract, which is a reprint
of one of the London or Bristol editions of the same year, is somewhat
diffcrent from the wrapper title, “The Trial and Exccution of the
Bloody Brother,” and not so cyc-catching. Such a technical innovation
is unlikely to have been first used in the colonics, and onc may cxpect
that English or Evropean specimens of an earlier date will be found.
An even earlier American cxample in the libracy of the Massachusetts
Historical Socicty has been called to my attention by Stephen T, Riley:.
It is not, however, such an exact prototype of the modern printed
wrapper as the Goodere one just described, for the outside of its
wrapper 1s marbled without any printing, while on the verso of the
front cover only occurs an advertissment of books of the publisher of
this littlc duodecimo in half-sheets, which 1s cntitled 4 Guide #o
Heaven, fromt the W ord, Boston, for N, Boone, 1728. p

Magazines of the 1760’ and later in blue, gray, or buff printed
wrappers are common both in England and America, but the earliest
magazine wrapper which has so far turned up is again a Boston produc-
tion. It occurs on copics of The Amwcrican Magazine, 4°, Boston,
Rogers and Fowle; Philadelphia, B. Tranklin . . ., 1743—45. Itisa
true wrapper and otherwise remarkable for having a woadcut view of

on the back wrapper of some copies of the Ratdole cdition of the Lehenrecht, 1493,
noted above, may have been intended for a similar purpose.

* The only other copy of this tract which has been traced, in the Massachusetts
Historical Svciety, lacks the wrapper.
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Boston from the harbor by James Turner repeated on each number
(see Plate III; Harvard copy).

In the eighrcenth century there swas also revived the Iralian type of
printed wrapper intended to be pasted over 2 plain cardboard binding,
as in the copy of the Abbé de Mably’s Observations on the Govern-
snent and Liuws of the Unired States, 12°, London [probably really
Amsterdam], J. F. R[osart], 1784 (see Plate IVa). Trom Italy itself
there are numcrous examples of {olio poems, generally of an clegiac
character, bound 1n stiff board covered either with paste-paper, often
having mts design the arms of the dedicatee, or with similarly decorated
tinted papers with the design printed in gold. They are mostly of the
third quarter of the century. As they were probably prepared for the
pieces on which they occur, they may be included at least as a special
class (see Plate IVh: Clemente Bondi, La felicita, poesna, [Parma,
17767 ]; much reduced, Harvard copy, from the bequest of Mrs A, P
Loring, Jr).

To turn now to the intcgratcd wrappers, the carliest belong to a
group of eight Venctian books printed in 1493 and 1494 and now
attributed to the press of Bernardinus Benalius of Bergamo. All of
these have on their first and last pages handsome woodeuts, but maost
of them have on the reverse of either the first or Jast leal 2 table or
colophon, so that strictly speaking they are not wrappers, for they
could not be cut off withont removing an esseatial pare of the book.
Of this group of eight books, three arc in the Idarvard Library. An
exact prototype, though not a very interesting onc, of the integrated
wrapper occurs on all three states of the 1502 Aldine Catullus, as well
as on the Lyonncse counterfeit of it. In it there is printed on the
first and last pages the three names ‘CATVLLVS. / TIBVLILVS. /
PROPERTIVS. /.* It is not guite clear what was Aldus’s purpose
in printing what is in effect a half-title at both the heginning and end of
his book. Presumably Aldus sold his publications wholesale in sheets
rolled in bareels, or, if retail, bound in various types of ‘Aldine’ bindings.
It shounld be noted, however, that this book has no normal title-page
and that soon thereafter Aldus usually printed his books with his anchor
device both on the regular title and alonc on the last page of the book.

In England, latc in the sixteenth century and throughout the seven-
teenth century, a large number of integrated wrappers might be cired.

*The first state of the Aldine edition has the spelling PROPETIVS.” on the first
page. Later this was corrected, slthough it appears also in the Lyonnese counterfeir,
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‘The earliest which I have obscrved is Francis Seager’s The schoole of
vertiee, 8°, R, Jones, 1503, which has the publisher’s device, McKerrow
No. 283, within a border of type ornament on recto of first Icaf and
verso of last. The only copy of that cdition is the Lamport-Britwell-
Fluntington, but the later editions dated 1621, 1626, and [1642] all
havc on their first and Iast pages a fragment of a title-page comparument,
McKerrow and. Ferguson No. 229, surrounded by type-ornament (see
Plate Va; reproduced from the unique copy of the 1621 edition at
Harvard). On the verso of the first and last leaves in this edition, and
in the [1642] edition on the verso of the first leaf only, is a woodceut
of a domestic scene, "Lhe 1698 Dublin edirion of this book has, again
on the first and last pages, a cut of a schoolmaster surrounded by pupils,

Another cxample very much like the Seager occurs m the unique
Harvard copy of The A.B.C. with the catechisme, 8°, T. Plurfoot]
for the Company of Stationers, 1605. In it the recto of the first Jeaf
contains an old woodcut of the Adoration of the Magi, while the
verso of the last leat contains a woodcut of a threshing scene (see Plate
Vb). The unique copy of A mrost straunge and wounderfull accident
bappened at Weersbureh by Franckford, 4°, W. Barley, 1600, now
at Harvard, has a large woodeut tlustrating the text on the rectos of
the first and last leaves, both versos being blank. Since no other copy
of the book 1s known, it is not possible to determine if, while the last
sheet was being printed, it was noted that the cut was on the wrong
side of the leaf and some copies were printed wich it on the verso,

Twao copics arc known of Samuel Daniel’s A famerall poenie uppon
the deamth of the late noble Earle of Devonshyre, [London, 1606]. The
poem itself collates A-B*C? but is preceded by a ‘mourning’ title, all
black exccpt for a triple white border and swash italic engraved in-
scription as above, verso blank. In the Huntington copy the text is
followed by a Jeaf — missing in the British Museum copy — which
is blank on recto and on verso entively black cxcept for a triple white
border enclosing a triple white lozenge. These two leaves, from the
watermarks, are part of sheet C, and therefore this wrapper is technically
a ‘wrap-around.’

Among the spatc of clegics on the death of Henry Fredcrick, Prince
of Wales, which came from the London presses in 1612 and 1613,
several have ‘mourning’ wrappers, as, for instance, Christopher Broole’s
Two elegies, 4°, T. S[nodham] for R. More, 1613, of which the first
and last pages arc cntircly black except for the Prince of Wales's
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feathers on the first (sce Plate Ve; Folger copy). The London, 1673,
English ** and Latin editions of God and the king: or « dinlogue were
issued with woodcuots of King James, on recto first leaf, enthroned
heneath tetragrammaton with label ‘BY MEE KINGS RAIGNE.,
and, on verso last leaf, recciving the book from the author {scc Plate
VIa and b, from the Harvard copy of the Euglish g3-page edition).
The other sides of these leaves are blank. The unique copy of The
booke of merrie riddles, 4°, for R, Jackson, 1617, in the Folger
Library, lacks the last leaf; but judging from later editions which have
it {though in some cascs they in turn lack the fiest leaf) a perfect copy
would have on first ** and last pages a semis of type ornament (see
Plate VIc). :

A work of greater literary pretentions, Robert Herrick’s first pub-
lication, A4 description of the king and gueene of fayries, 8°, for R,
Harper, 1634, of which the only known copy so dated ™ is in the
private library of the late Dr A. S, W. Rosenbach, likewisc has mnte-
grated wrappers, for on the recto of the first Jeaf, otherwise blank, is
a woodcut of a king holding court, and on the verso of the last Jeaf,
otherwise blank, a cut of troubadours playing to a lady in a tower.

In many instances, integrated wrappers occur in books which are
boxed with rules throughout, or which have all their pages framed
cither with type ornament or woodcuts. They may not, of course,
have been intended as wrappers, but may merely represent the frames
left in the formes prepared for the text, An example of the box-ruled
type is Baron Ellesmere’s The speech of the Lord Chancellor touching
the post-nati, 4°, for the Socictic of Stationers, 16og; while of the
ornamented border type Sir John Hayward’s The senctuarie of a
troubled soule, 12°, 1. WTindet], sold by C. Burby, 16c1, and Sir John
Conway’s The poesie of floured prayers, 12°, V. Sims, sold by E.
White, 1611, arc typical. No doubt if one could find perfecr copies
of most of thesc little decorated devotional books, many other examples

could be added.

" Theee were two London 1615 editions in nglish of this “authorized” publica-
tion: that with 93 pages of text js as deseribed; the other, with 92 pages, may have been,
but the end-leaves are lacking in all the copies I have seen. From a petition naoted
in Acts of the Privy Council 1616—1617, pp. 145, 159, it would appear that J. Beale,
V. Jaggard, T. Snodham, and E. Griffin printed some or all of the Jondon editions.

*The verso of this leaf contains a fine impresstun of McKerrow and Fergoson
Comparament No. 108, of which otherwise only a poor impression is knowa.

* A copy dated 1635 is among Burton’s books in the Bodleian.
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It may well be that these integrated wrappers, which have been
notcd mainly on books of which only one or two copics have survived,
have been the cause of their own destruction. For the most part they
occur on slight lictle books of a popular sort xwhich could easily be, and
probably were, sold unbound —merely sewn or stabbed. In thar
condition the wrappers, not being on stiffer paper, would afford little
protection, and the more temporarily cffcctive they were as a cheap
method of preparing for sale, the more certamn they would be to cause
the entire edition to disappear,

Printecd wrappers on reinforced or thicker paper and the newly
popular ‘wrap-arounds’ cvidently superseded integrated wrappers dur-
ing the eightcenth century, although it is not unlikely that some might
be abserved on children’s books and small grammars of that period if
copics could be found in original condition. As bookseliers tended
morc and meore to offer for sale larger and larger baoks i ‘publisher’s
boards’ it was inevitable that some of the more enterprising of them
would decorate the boards with printed matter, sometimes merely
pasted over the backs. These, however, are not really wrappers and,
althongl we have noted some of their protatypces, beginming with those
of Ferrara in the fifteenth century, we need not continue the story of
their development here.

WiLLiav A. JAcksoN
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