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Printed Wrappers of the Fifteenth to 
the Eighteenth Centuries 

. N recent years sc,Tcral articles on the origin und dcvclopn1ent of 
the book~jackct have been published/ ~nd the earliest so far noted 
appears to be that for Hcath"s Keepsake, 183 3 [ 183 2). There havc1 

ho\vcvcr, been f c,v,. if any, studies of the cvol ution of the printed 
,vrappcr during the first three centuries of printing. although there arc 
nun1crous accounts of particular cxamplcst mainly of the fifteenth 
ccntury. 2 The purpose of the present paper is to outline the develop-
ment of the printed ,vrapper and to enlist the attention of bookmcn in 
the search for specimens ,vhich 1nay fill in the gaps in this account of a 
n1inor~ though interesting part of book production. 

Printed ,vr2 ppcrs have had t,vo n1ain lines of dcsccntt both of ,v hich 
go back ,vcll jnto the fifteenth ccntury·4 In the earlier 2nd truer form 
the '\ltrnppcr is an entity by itself, printed at a diff crcnt time and even 
on a different press or by another shop or processt and is unconnected 
physically ,vjth the book or pamphlet ,vhich it encloses except by the 
.stitching or glue \Vith ,vhich it is attached. It is usually printed on 
paper/~ but paper gcncra1ly of a thicker sort than the book to be cn-
closcd1 and occasionally on paper pasted do,vn on son1c stiffening 
matcrinli either a heavier paper or pasteboard. If the printed n1atter on 
the ,vrappcr is app1icablc only to one book, or if all copies of a given 
book in original condition arc covered by the sa1ne printed ,vra pper 
,vhich is not found on an) 7 copy of another book, it n1-a.y be called a. 
publisher's ,vrapper. But if the design is applicable to any book of the 
san1c size, or if it occurs on books of diff crcnt publishers or even 

1 CL Tinws Literary Supp/e111e·ntt 11 A1ay 1950, p. 300, I'ublisberl H1 erkly, -6 
Septe1nber 1947, pr Il 154, ~nd references in both the above. John C-:1rtcr hjs l)ccn 
the chicr explorer of this field ~nd over rhc years has stc:adily pushed back the date of 
th c car l icst spec im ~n. 

E.g. 1 Leo Baer, Afit H olzscJJuiuen verzierte RuclJ1nnsch!iige des XJT. 1,nd XVI. 
]nhrhfrnde,·ts (Frankfort~ 192 3); E. P. Goldschmidt 1 Gotbit & Rc1JaistrH1Ce Book-
hindiugr (Ca1nbridge, 19i8)~ 11 163~164; and Leo Baer, Iiolzscfrnitte auf Bucl:nnn-
s c. /Jlti.gen ( Str~ sbu rg, 19 3 6) L 

2 Ex-a1nples, howerer, are kno,i,.•n printed on ,Tellu111, and indeed, tc::chnically, a.ny 
rn.1tcrfa] used to cover a book ··which "·as ~trnched to that book by me~n:s oihcr rhan 
l~cing of the bands w·ou]d be "J. \v-r:1pper.t 
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different books of the san1c publisher, then it is properly tcrn1r,d a 
binder's \Vn1ppcr. 

The other type of ,v rapper 111a y be called the 1: in re grated ,v rapper." 
This js printed on the recto of the first leaf of the first quire -and on the 
verso of the l:1.st leaf of the last quire, ,vith the other sides either b]nnk 
or containing no n1atcria1 ,vhic-h is continuous ,vith n1attcr \vhich is an 
integral part of the bookt so that if these first nnd last )caves \Vere 
cancc]cd, the book ,vould appear n1crcly to lack nvo leaves ,vhich 
1night be blank. They· should not be confused \Yith '\vrap-arounds,' 
,v h ich arc co1nn1 on on pan1 p h] cts of th c cig h tc en th ccn n1ry and , v hi ch 
~re to b~ distinguished by the fact that they either arc conjugate ,vith 
one of the ciuires ,vhich they protect or nt least containt besides the title 
or half-title on the recto of the first le2f, part of the text, table, index, or 
a.dvcrtiserncnts ,vhich is continuous ,vith matter ,vhich is an integral 
pa.rt of the book. 
. The earliest kno,v~1 printed ,vrapper of the type first described occurs 
~u1 a copy of Von Ordu1n1g d er Gesundheit of Hans Schonsperger, 
Augsburg, r482, in the Staatliche Bibliothek in Barnberg.4 Evidentl}}' 
Sch onsp erger ts artist lvas ins trrr c te d to n1 'd ke a , v oo d cut of a typical 
blind-tooled leather binding of the tin1e, including the bands of the 
spine, and the ,vhole has been a.hnost miraculously preserved by the 
accident of having been loosely-bound ,vith other tracts in a pigskin 
cover .. Not only ,vas this first prjnted ,vrapper produced by an Augs-
~urg printer~ hut so also ,vere all five of the recorded ones of this type 
prjnted in the fifteenth centul)T ju Germany. 

An exarnple of one of these is sho,vn in Plate L It is found on the 
IGosterneuburg-Kreisler copy, recently· bequeathed to Harvard by 
lvlrs A. P. Lorjng., Jr, of Jodocus Pflantzn1ann's Gen11an translation 
of the r,vclfth-ccntury collection of the jmperial feudal la\YS con1piled 
b)7 Obcrtus de Horto, entitled l{eyserlicbe Lebenrecbt and printed in 
Augsburg by Lucas Zeissenmair in 1494. Soon after publication this 
copy ,vas placed inn half deerskin paper-board binding and so has been 
preserved in remarkably .fine condition~~ Erhart Ratdolt had prjnted 
in Augsburg the Jrcar before an edition of the Lebeurechtj a copy· of 
, v hich is in the Harvard I .. a,v Library 4 P rcsu n1 ab 1 J" nf tcr Zeissen rn air's 
edition \'Vas published ,vith its fine printed ,vrappcrs Ratdolt ,vas in1 .... 

t Cf+ 1\1ax J\1ullel\ 1J)er iiltostc bisher bckannto Rm~hu1nschh1g,' Festscbrift fiir 
Georg Leidh1ger (l\.1u11ich, 1930), pp. r95-r97, 

i;; No other copy of th-c ""oodcuE: u_,~ed on the b..ick cover h?-s been preserved. 
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Printed lf7 rappers of tbc 1 5tb to tbe 18tb Centuries 3 r 5 
pellcd to in1itatc them for use on the unsold copies of his o,vn edition. 
In R-atdoles \vrappers a panel of the front cover has inserted in type a 
blurb for the book ,vith the elate 1494. 6 It must be one of the earliest 
publisher's blurbs kno,vn. 

The design of Zcissenn1air's covers is copied ,vith VCf)T little altern~ 
tion~ other than the addition of the scalloped ol1tcr border~ from the 
blocks used for a similar ,vrappcr n1adc for an edition of the Historia 
von den sicben weisen A1eistern printed at Augsburg it1 1486 b)r Hans 
Schonsperger, a copy of ,vhich js preserved in the \i~/i.irtte1nbergjschc 
Landcsbib Jiothck in Stuttgart. 7 These sanle blocks \Vere used nvo years 
later for ,vrappers ,vhich occ11r on several copies of the blockbook 
edttion of HartliebJs [{1n1st Ciro11un1ti«, Augsburg, J. Schapff, 1486. 

In Italy, as Paul Kristeller first pointed out/ there ,verc a number 
of similar ,voodcut bindings~ the earlier ones of Ferrarese origin and the 
later ones \Tcnctian. These are not strictl)T speaking printed ,vrappers., 
as E. P. Goldschn1idt observed,~ for they consist of ,voodcuts contnining 
designs for both co,Ters and the spine printed together on a single sheet 
of paper ,vhich ,vas then pasted over a cardboard binding already affixed 
to the book. One of the earliest of theset on a copy of P. lliccius, 
A1211otata in I~ogicanz Pauli Ve11eti, Venice, G. de 1""ridino, 5 October 
1488, is no,v in the Departtnent of Graphic Arts at Harvard. 1° Further-
more, the Italian printed covers differ from the early German ones in 
being binder's decoration~ applied to any book of the appropriate size; 
nnd 11ot publisher's ,vrappers occurring on several copies of the same 
book-as in n1ost of the Ger1nan ones. 

Tiesides the Gcrn1an and Italian printed ,vrappcrs of this type the 
only other exanlp]e of the fifteenth -century knov{n to me occurs solely 
on the N e,v York Public J.jbrary copy 11 of the Bas le edition of the 
Epistoln Cristof eri Colo1J1 printed for Berg1nan de Olpe in 1493 .. This 

"Ct I-I. '"-'· D~vics, Catalogue of Early Genn.ln llooks of C. Frdrf ax Af urray 
(Londot1, J 9 I 3 )t 11 n. 2 38. 1"h:u copy is no,v in the l\1oi·gan Librnry . 

., Cf, Otto J.,cuzcj J\f_it holischnittcn vcriicrtc Buchutnschlagc, 1 fest5cbrift f iir 
Georg Leidi11ger1 pp," [65~169. 

f1 Rihlingra}'fJicat I ( r 895 )t i49 ff.. 
Gothic & Renaissance Bookbi11dings, I, 163~164, 

10 Reproduced in Gold:sdunidt, op. laud., Pbtes XJ"\7 and x,1 • A most unusur-Ll 
Italian p rir1t-cd ,v rap11 er is jn the n roxhou rnc J., 1h ra r y of r\ l L c rt El~ rn 1 an. It is prj n te<l 
in red ink g_nd contc1ins a '"·voodcut ,,Thich occurs in. the unique copy of the ilffrncole 
d r 11 a A { ad onnn ! Bologna, 149 I • U nf ortunatel y the -r..v ra ppcr is empty, so it cannot be 
dated or localized. 

:n Four other co pies of th is book a re know111 aU without the w ni ppcrs. 
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little book consists of an octavo sheet, the first three leaves of ,vhich are 
signed in ron1an lo,vcr case nutnerals. '''rapped around them is a 
quarter-sheet of a different paper., ,vith chatnlines about 35 millin1ctcrs 
apart compared to about 40 n1illin1eters for the book paper. The recto 
of the front cover contains a ,-voodcut of the royal arn1s of Spain headed 
~Regnii hyspanie/; the verso bears a ,voodcut of a ship ,vith type insert 
'Oceanicn Classis'. The recto of the back cover contains a fuU-lcngth 
cut headed 'Fernad9 rcx hyspania't and the yerso a cut of the arms of 
Granada headed 'Granata: \ 12 

So much then for printecl ,\-'rappers of the unintegratcd type in the 
fifteen th century~ In the ear 1 y six teen th century th ere ,vcrc F crrarcsc 
and \lcncti~n printed \\Tappers sin1ilar to those described above. One 
of thcn1 having a \VOodcut ,v-hich js repeated on both covers occurs on 
a paper ,vrapper of a hook printed in Rorne in 1525 no,1r in the l\1organ 
Library., and on a vcllun1 ,vrappcr of a Bas1c book of 1521 i11 the 
J\1etro politan l\1uscum. A FJc1nish ,voo dcu t prj n ted \Vra pper occurs 
on a 1nanuscript dated c-1. 15 5it sold at SothebyJs, 19 1\.!2y 195 2, lot 103 

(\vith facsimile); and ,vhat A. l,l. PoUard has suggested n1ay be an 
English one ,vas found in a ,vilton Ho11sc scrapbook and is no,v in the 
lv1ctropolitan Muscun1. 1·~ It is a fragment oniy :and contains an oct-avo-
sizcd ,voodcut of the Tudor arms, cro,vned, ,vith lion and ,vyvern 
supporters, garter., an<l border ,vith cartouche at botto111 ,vhich contains 
in Gothic type the n-an1e 'S~lon1on La,vcs'. It is colored prcsumabI y by 
stencil and has a considerable blank lcf t n1argin, although the bottom 
has been trirnined. If this frag111cnt ,vas rcalJy intended for a ,vrapper., 
then fron1 the unidentified nan1e of Salomon La\ves it rnay ha,re been 
a collector's \,'rapper rather than a publisher's. It rrrny be n1erely a 
piece of pr in tees \Yastc, ,vhich ,voidd explain the large Jef t n1argin. 
It is possiblei ho,vcvcr 1 that it ,vas _intended for a hookp1ate, perhaps 
a stock one ] ikc the cjghtecnth-ccntury hook-pile bookplatcs. 14. 

Cf. Lenox L1br~ry~ The l.,etter of Cobnnbus ... A Facsinilli: of tb~ Pictorial 
Edition (Nc,v "\:--ork,. c 892) l~rcdcrick G. Schab of Ne,v ·y· ork h:as-pnintc<l our to 
n1c that the ·woodcut of PhiJip the Good in the Triuu1pha/ Arel) of A1bcrt l)u(cr-
ilankcd by a copy of the cut v,:hich occurs on the 5ccond leaf of this hookL 

u See ,v. l\1. I ,Tins, Bulletin of the iHetrapolitan l,.fuseuni of Artt XXII ( 1917 )1 
2 24-2 ::! 6. 

1~ A very interesting t::j.rly example of a blanl: bookplate i.s printed on the verso 
of the fast kaf of Peter ,,, agncrts edition of V crr~bung --von Leib., Seele, E/Jre und 
Gut~ N n re n1 berg, c 489, a fi nc copy of "' hie h has r~c(; n ti y li c en gi vcri to th c 1~1 iu·va rd 
Libnny by Chdstfo.n A. z~briskie. . le h:;is ~bu been olJscr\---cd that the hiank shidd 
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Printed TV rappers of tbe 1 5 tb to tbe 18tb C e11turies 3 1 7 
The onl)T specimen of a true printed ,vrapper of the seventeenth 

century ,vhich I have found occurs on the I-I:arvard copy of Philippe 
IJe Noir~s Catecbis1ne f a111ilier, 1 2 ° in 6l.s, L~ Rochelle, J. j\1arccl, 1683 
(see Plate Ila). It 1s pasted do\vn on a sheet of ,vas~e paper and possibly 
because of the paste h-as a crea1ny color quite different from the paper 
of the book. This may really he a. bjnder~s ,vrapperJ for it ,vould be 
just as suita.ble for anJ7 other duodecin10 devotional book. It has been 
preserved jn this fine condition because it l1as had until recently a 
,v rap per of \Vaste vcl1u1n I igh t1 y .sc,vn around it. 

In the last third of the eighteenth ccntur)r printed \Vrappcr.s arc very 
common jndeedi but oddly enough the earliest example of this century 
that I have so far discovered occurs on the Harvard copy 1~ only of 
So111e Acco1111t of the Trial of Smuuel Goodere1 Esq., s~ in 4's, Boston, 
[Kneeland and Green], 17 41 (see Plate IIb). 1 t is printed on a blue-
gray stock ,,Thicn is familiar in nun1erous late ejghteenth- and early 
nineteenth-century examples. The ti tie of the tract 1 \V h ich is a reprint 
of one of the London or Bristol editions of the s-a.1ne year~ is son1e,vhat 
different from the ,vrappcr title, 'The Trial and Execution of the 
Bloody Brother,' and not .so eye-catching. Such a technical innovation 
is unlikely to have been first used in the colonies, and one 111ay expect 
that English or European specimens of an earlier date ,vill be found. 
An even ear Ii er An1 erican ex rnn pl e in the Ii bra ry· of the i 1 assach \ 1 setts 
1--Iistorical Society has been called to n1y attention by Stephen T. Riley· .. 
It is not~ ho,vcvcr, such an exact prototype of the 1nodern printed 
,vrappcr 2s the Goodcre one just described, for the outside of its 
,vrappcr is n1arblcd \Vithout any printing; ,vhilc on the verso of the 
front cover only occur.s an advertisement of books of the publisher of 
this little duodccin10 in half-sheets, ,Yhich is entitled A Guide to 
Hea·ven, fro111 tbe lf1 ord, Bostont for N. Boone, 17 2.8. 

1\1.igazines of the 176o's and later in blue., gray, or buff printed 
\Vrapper.s are con11non both in Eng]and and A1nerica, hut the earliest 
magazine \Vrapper ,vhich has so f:ar turned up is again a Boston produc-
tion. It occurs on copies of Tbe A1uericn11 ,\tagnzine~ 4 °, Boston, 
Rogers and l;o,vle; Philadelphia, B .. Franklin . . . , 174 3-45. It is a 
true ,vrappcr and otber,vjse remarkable for having a .,voodcut vic,v of 

on the back wTa pp c r of so n-u~ co pies of the Ra tdolt edition of the Le /Je11 rec!Jt~ 149 3,. 
noted abo,•e 1 m~y have been intended for a simifar purpose. 

].~ The only other copy of this tract \Vhich hr-i.:i truc~cl~ in the 1\1c1ss,1chusetts 
H istori ca 1 Society. lac ks the ,vrapp er. 

..-
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Boston f ron1 the harbor by Jarnes Turner repeated on each nun1ber 
(see PJ ate Ill; Harvard copy). 
· In the eighteenth centur} 1 there ,vas also revived the Italian type of 
prjnted ,vrappcr jntcndcd to be p3sted over a p]ain cardboard binding., 
as in the cop) 7 of the .Lt\.hbe de l\1ab]y's Observatious O'il tbc Go-ver11-
1JJent ttnd Laws of tbe United L.,tntes, 1 2 °, J_..ondon [probably really 
A.msterda111], J. F .. R[ osart} 1 r784 (see Plate 1,r a). }i'ro1n Italy itself 
there arc nu1ncrous exa111pies of f oliq poerns., generally of an elegiac 
character, bound in stiff board covered either ,vith paste-paper, often 
h-av·ing in its design the arn1s of the dedicatee, or ,vith sin1ilarly· rlecorated 
tinted papers ,vith the design printed in gold. They· are mostly of the 
third quarter of the ·ccntw·y .. A~ they \Vere probabl)r prepared for th·e 
pieces on ,vhich they· occur, they n1n)7 be inc]uded -at least 2s a speci1l 
class (see Plate l\ 7b: Clen1cnte Bondit L« f elicita) poe11u1, [Farina~ 
1776?]; much reduced; Harvard copy~ fron1 the bequest of 1\1.rs A. P. 
Loring., Jr). · 

To turn no,v to the integrated ,Yn1ppcrs, the earliest bc]ong to a 
gro11p of eight \T enctian books printed in 1493 and 1494 and no,v 
attributed· to the press of Bernardinus Benalius of Bergamo. All of 
these h2 ve on their first and l=tst pages handsorne \\·oodcnts.,-bnt n1ost 
of thern have on the reverse of either the first or Jast leaf table or 
colophon., so that strjctl y speaking they are not ,vra ppers~ for they 
could not he cut off \Vithout rcn1oving an essential part of the book. 
Of this group of eight books; three arc in the 1-Iarvard Library. An 
exact prototype, though not a ver) 7 interesting one, of the_ integrated 
,vrapper occurs on all three states of the 1502 Aldinc Catullus, as ,vcH 
as on the Lyonncse couritcrf cit of it.. In it there is printed on the 
first gnd last pages the three nan1cs (CAT\TJ..J_,,TS. / 1,IB\ 1Ll .. , 1s. / 
PROPERTIVS. /". 16 It is not quite clear ,vhat ,vas Aldus's purpose 
in·printing ,vhat is in effect a half-tit]e at both the beginning and end of 
his book. Prcsumabl)-7 Aldus sold his publications ,vholcsale in sheets 
roJlcd in barre]st or, if retail~ bound in various types of 'Aldinc" bindings. 
It should be notedJ ho\vever, that thi~ book has no norn1al tit1e-page 
and that soon thereafter Aldus usuaily printed his books ,vith his anchor 
devjce both on the regular title and a]onc on the ]a.st page of the book. 

In ·Eng1and, late in the sixteenth century 2nd throughout the seven-
teenth century, a large number of integrated ,vrappcrs n1ight be cited: 

1~ The· first state of the Al dine edjtion has the spelling 1PROPETIVS.' on the .first 
pttgc. L~tcr this '-l-'as corrected, although it appears also in the Lyonnese countcrf~it~ 
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Printed 111 rap per s of the 15th to the 18th Centuries 3 19 
The earliest ,vhich I have observed is Francis Seager's Tbe scboole of 
vertue, S{), R. Jones, 1 593, \vhich has the publisher's device, l\1cl(crro\V 
No~ 2 83t ,vithin a border of type ornan1ent on recto of first leaf and 
verso of Jast. The onl)r copy of that edition is the Lan1port-Brjt\ve1l-
Iluntington, but the later editions dated 162 1 t 1626, and [ 1 642] -all 
have on their first and last pages a f rag1nent of a title-page con1partn1cnt~ 
l\f cKerro,v and. Ferguson No. 2 2 9t surrounded by, t)rpe-ornan1ent (see 
Plate \ 1a; reproduced f ron1 the ·unique cop) 7 of the 1621 edition at 
Harvard). On the verso of the first and last leaves in th1s edition, and 
in the [ 1642] edition on the verso of the first lca.f only, is a ,voodcut 
of a domestic scene. ·rhe 1698 l)ublin edition of this book hasJ again 
on the first and last pages, n cut of a schooln1a.ster surrounded b1r pupils. 

Another cxan1plc very 1nuch like the S cager occurs in th c unique 
Harvard cop)~ of Tbe A.B.C. with the ctrtecbiS1net 8 °, T. P[ urfoot] 
for the Co1npany· of Stationers, 1605. In it the recto of the first leaf 
contains an old ,voodcuc of the Adoration of the J\1agi, ,vhiie the 
verso of the last leaf contains a ,voodcut of u threshing scene (see Plate 
Vb)~ The unique copy of A 'JJ!OSt s-trr11111ge and '1.VOUlld er full accident 
happened at TfTeersburcb by Frtntckford, 4 ° ') ,v~ Barley·, 1600 1 no\v 
at Harvard, has a large ,voodcut il1ustrating the text on the rectos of 
the first nnd 1-ast leave!?J both versos being blank. Since no other copy 
of the book is kno,vn, it is not possible to detern1inc if, ,1thilc the last 
sheet ,vas being printed, it ,vas noted that the cut ,vas on the ,vrong 
side of the Ie-af and some copies ,vcre printed ,virh it on the verso. 

T,vo copies arc kno,vn of Sarnuel DanicPs A f u11erall poetJJe uppon 
tbe d etrtb of the late noble Earle of Devonsbyre, [London, 1606] 4 The 
poe1n itself collates A-B'C2, but is preceded h)T a ~mourning' title, all 
black except for ::1. triple ,vhite border and s,vash italic engraved in-
scription .is above, Yerso blank. In the 1-Iuntington copy the text is 
follo,ved by a Jeaf missing in the British 1Vluseun1 copy-,vhich 
is blank on recto and on verso cntjrely black except for a triple ,vhitc 
border enclosing a triple ,vhitc lozenge~ These nvo leaves! from the 
, v.a te rmar ks, are part of sheet C, and therefore this , v rapper is tee hni call y 
a ~,vrap-around." · 

Among the spate of elegies on the death of Henry Frcdcrjck, Prince 
of ,Vales~ ,vhich came from the l'"'ondon presses in 1612 and 1613, 
several have ,:mourning' ,vrappcrs, ns, for jnsta.nce, Christopl1cr Brooke).s 
Two elegies'} 4 °, T .. S [nodhum] for R. 1\1.orc, 1613, of ,vhich the first 
and last pages arc entirely black except for the Prince of ,};lales's 
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f cathcrs on the first (sec Plate V c; F olgcr copy)~ The J .... ondon~ 161 5., 
EngEsh 17 and J_...atin edi6ons of God and tbe kiug: or o dialogue ,vere 
issued ,vith ,voodcuts of King Jaine~, on recto first leaf, enthroned 
beneath tetragranunaton ,vith 1abcl 'BY l\lEE l(INGS RAIGNE.', 
and, on Yerso last leaf, receiving the book from the author (.sec Plate 
Via ·and ht fro1n the Harvard copy of the English 93-page edition). 
The other sides of these leaves are blank. The l1nique copy of The 
booke of 111erric riddles., 4 °, for R. Jackson, 161 7~ jn the Folger 
Library., lacks the last leaf; but j11dging fro1n Inter editions ,vhich ha,re 
it (though in some cases they in turn Jack the first leaf) a perfect copy 
,vould have on first ig and last pages a se1nis of type ornarnent (see 
Plate Vic)~ 

A ,,rork of greater literary prctentions., Robert Herrick's first pub-
lication, A description of tbe king and queene of fayries, 8 '", for R. 
1--Iarper, 1634~ of ,vhich the only kno,vn copy so dated JP is in the 
private library of the ]ate Dr A. S. "\V. Rosenbach 1 Jikc\visc has inte-
grated ,vrappers, for on the recto of the first J eaf, orherl\ -ic;e blank~ js 
a ,voodcut of a king ho]ding court, and on the verso of the last leaf, 
otherlvise blank~ n cut of troubadours p]aying to a lady jn a ro,vcr. 

In many instances., integrated ,vrappers occur in books ,vhich are 
boxed ,vith ru]es throughout, or ,vhich hnve all thejr pages framed 
either ,vith type ornament or ,voodcuts. The:;7 may not., of course, 
have he:en intended as ,vrappcrs, but may merely represent the frames 
left jn the f<?r1ncs prepared for the text. An cxan1plc of the box-ruled 
t}Ype is Baron Ellesmere's 1"'he speecb of the Lord Chauce/lor touching 
the post-nati., 4 °, for the Socictic of Stationers, 1609; ,vhilc of the 
ornan1ented border type Sir John Hay,vard,s The scn1ctu«rir: of a 
troubled soule1 12 °' L ,,,r indet]., sold by c. Burby, I 601, and Sir John 
Con,vay's Tbe poesie of fioured prayers., 12. 0 , 1 .. Sin1s, sold by- E. 
\Vhite, 1611., arc ty·pical. No doubt if one could find perfect copies 
of most of these little decorated devotion<Jl books, many other cxarnp1es 
could be ndded. 

17 There '-\'Ore nvo London I 615 edttions fr1 English of this 'authorized' pub]ica-
tion: th~t ...,,.,.ith 93 page.s of te:\"t is ~s-dcscdhcd; rhc other~ ,vith 92 pages, may h3.ve becnt 
ta1t the end-leaves are Jacking in all the copies l have seen. From a petition noted 
in Acts flf tbe Pri-vy Councll 1616-16171 pp. l45! 159l it \YOUld appear that J. Rc::1le, 
\ V. J ~gganl, T. Snod h l m, ;1 nd E. Gri Hin printed some or 11 of the Lon don nd it ions. 

The vc rso of this 1 eaf con rn ins a fin c: i m prcSsj u n of l\·l cl( c-r ro,··t and Ferguson 
Comparrrncnt No. loS. of ,vhich othenvisc only a poor j1nprcssion ii; kno1i.vn. 

"J.P A copy dated 163-5 is 3mong Burton~s books-in the. Bod1cfan. 
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Priuted 111 rappers of tbe I Jt!J to the 18th C euturies 3 2 1 

It 1nay ,veil be that these integrated ,vrappcrs, ,vhich have been 
noted n1a1nly on hooks of ,vhich onl)T one or t,vo copies have survived, 
have been the cause of their o,vn destrucdon. For the n1ost part they 
occur on slight little books of u populsr sort \\rhich cou1d easily· be, and 
1)robably ,vcrc,. sold unbound -1nerely se\,rn or stabbed. In that 
condition the \Ytappers, not being on sliff cr paper, ,vould afford little 
protection, and the 111 ore tempo ra ri] y c:ff ccti v c th cy iv cte as a c hca p 
n1cthod of preparing for saic, the more cert~in they ·vvould be to cause 
the entire edition to disappear .. 

Printed ,vrappcrs on reinforced or thicker paper and the nc,vly· 
popular ''P{rap-arounds' evidently sn perscdcd integrated ,vra ppers dt1r-
ing the eighteenth ccnrury 1 although it is not unlike1y that soine 111ight 
be observed on children~s books -and small gra1nn1ar.s of that period if 
copies cou]d be found in original condition~ As bookscJ!ers tended 
more and more to offer_ for sale larger and larger books in 'publisher's 
boards~ it ,vas inevitable that son1c of the n1ore enterprising of thcni 
,vo11ld decorate the boards ,vith printed 1natter., sotnctirnes 1ncre1y 
pasted over the backs. These, ho\vevcr, are not really· ,vrnppcrs and, 
although \~/c have noted some of their prototypes, beginning ,vith those 
of Ferrara in the fifteenth century'} ,vc need not continue the story of 
their development here. 
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