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Axchibald Cary Coolidge
and the Harvard Library

7 il Bentinck-Smith

IV. Srrciar COLLECTIONS:
“THE STrENGTIH AND GLory or A GREAT LiBrary”

Torcform a cataloguc, to get a new building — these would be aspir-
ations and achicvements enough {or any library dirccror. For Coolidge,
a man of vigorous, unremitting encrgy and of far-ranging curiosity and
common scasc, they were but two very importaut pieces in the total
cffort to manage books, money, and people, so that Harvard’s library
could more effectively serve a constantly expanding scholarly world
and a commuity awakening to new horizous.

Utterly dedicated to the importance of buillding the scholarly col-
lections, Coolidge, as a member of the faculty, had for fifteen years
preached the gospel of the Harvard Library and backed it Wlth his
personal funds. Now, even more, as Direcror, Coolidge was in the
{orefront, seeking donors, scouting sources, giving liberally himsclf.

Despite the bandicaps of inadequate housing and servicing, the
scarch for more books went on. It was a constant struggle to match
opportamty and donor. The sharp-eyed Potter and his staft pored
over catalogues, cansulted with Coolidge. Topether they —and in
the early ycars, Edgar Wells or various members of the scholarly com-
munity ~— plotted ways to find the money to pay for the books which
Coolidge was convinced the Library should have. What difference if
a new building were simply in the mind’s cye? What difference if the
cataloguing were behind-hand and the storage space wholly inade-
quate? On sheer practical grounds, the quest for nceded books must
not lag, Coolidge argucd in his first report as Chairman of the Library
Council:

. . . the . . . difficulties, harassing as thcy are, should never make us lose
sight of the necessity of continuing to build up our collections by cvery pos-
siblc means., This is not a thing that can be postponed until we are more com-
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fortably situated. The price of old and rare books is rapidly nising, Complete
sets of the publications of academies and Icorned socictics, of archives, monu-
menta, and other things of the sort, which the TTarvard Library ought to possess
in as great numbers as possible, are becoming scarce and will soun be unobtain-
able . . ., There will never be so favorable a time again. The same is truc about
the buikling up of collections ol old publications, particualarly these containing
rare pamphlcts or carly editons. Within a generation, at the present rate, these
will ferch prices within the reach only of wealthy privare collectors. Every
gift that the Harvard Library rcceives for acquisitions of this sort is as welcome
as it is timely. 11!

Awgneniing the Special Collections

The wholc Lane-Coolidge petiod was one of spectacular continuous
growth of what werc then called “special collections.” Recognizing
that the Corporation’s necessarily limired subsidics and the modest in-
come from endowed book funds could not of themselves make the
Library great, both Lane and Coolidge continually emphasized to the
public the importance and the opportunity which gifts of scarce, im-
portant books and pamphlets presented. As Lane wrote in his annual
report for 19og—10:

The reeeipt of repeated gifts for the same purposc and possession of funds
the income of which must be used in a restricted field are a welcome source of
strength to a library, both because they insure the constant growth of same
specizlty and because 11 so dcnng they lessen the many claims upon the gencral
funds wlhich are the Library’s main dcpcndeucc for purchases in all directions*?

Much the same thought found expression in Coolidge’s repore the
following year, his first with the title of Director, Coolidge declared:

It should be remembered that all our collections, with the exception of a
very few specially provided for, can be enriched only through the liberality of
friends of Harvard. The ordinary resources of the Library suffice at best to
mect somewhat inadequately the nceds of the various dep'lrtmcnts for the cur-
rent scholarly and scientific literature on their subjects. Yet it is the special
collections that constitute the strength and glory of a greac library, and we
must never lose a chance of adding to those we possess, no matcer how inade-
quate may be our present accommiodation {or then. 1

\ " Report of Archibald Cary Coolidge, Chairman of the Library Council of Heor-
vard University, 1910, p. 5.
W Thirteenth Repori of William Coolidge Lane, Libravian, 1910, p. 9.
1 Report of Archibald Cary Coolidge, Director of the University Library, 1011,
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Archibald Cary Coolidge and the Harvard Library t 87

It was hard going to find the outside money to make such purchascs.
There were not many who were willing or able to give so readily and
generously as J. P. Morgan, Jr., Coolidge’s contemporary and friend,
the major donor in the group which made possible the acquisition in
1910 of the Marshall C. Lefferts collection of Alexander Pope’s works.
This store of treasure — 387 volumes and 128 pamphlets — included
all the first editions of Pope’s poemss, 22 cditions of An Essay on Man,
and 26 of The Dunciad. Morgan's part in this acquisition was to be
kept anonymous, and cven in the matter of a bookplate the Library
went to some pains to save money. As Coolidge told Morgan:

Ordinarily we have to put in a rather ugly printed scal in plece of an en-
graved onc unless we are fortunate enough to have been given anc specially.
It so chanced that we had a book-plate made for another collection, which rhe
donor for some reason or other disapproved of. Accordingly we had the -
scription on it changed, and you see the resule.!

Many valvable books came o the Library without solicitation as
rifts or as bequests, but what really pleased Coolidge, Lane, and Potter
was to raisc small sums for those books which could not otherwise he
obtained. A little coterie of supporters gave fram ten dollars to a few
hundred dollars a year on a regular basis. Mrs. Edward 1), Brandegee
was a {aithful donor of funds for classical incunabula o supplement
the Weld Memorial gifc of the library of Richard Ashurst Bowie which
she had made 1 1908, John S. Lawrence, A.B. 190, when reminded,
was always good for ten dollars for biographics of successful men.
Professor George Lyman Kirtredge annually donated $50 for works
on the history of witcheraft, Alexander Cochrane, A.B. 1893, gave
repeatedly for Scottish history and litcrature.  James L.oeb, A.B. 1888,
contributed $10¢ a year to buy labor periodicals, and Walter W.
Naumburg, A.B. 1889, usnally had $100 ready for works by or about
Shakespeare. The historian James Ford Rhodes gave cvery year for
books on the history of the South. The Dantc Socicty and the Satur-
day Club made annual donations. Therce were of counrse many others,
]ilce Harold J. Coolidge, A.B. 1892 (A. C. Coolidge’s brother), for
works on China, Ellis I.. Dresel, A.B. 1887, for German drama, John
Hays Gardiner, A.B. 1885, for books on Burma, Fdwin 8. Mullins,
A.R. 1803, for folklore, Horace B, Stanton, A.B. 1goo, for Moliére,
Harold W. Bell, AB. 1go7, for numismatics, Professor Roland B.

M A. C. Coolidge to ). P. Morgan, Jr., 27 September 1¢10.
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Dixon, A.B. 18¢7, for Tibet, or ]. Lloyd Derby, A.B. 1908, {for ma-

terials on the Philippines.

The level of giving, howcever, was relatively low, and it was a spe-
cial project indeed that could call forth the assistance of 2 J. P. Morgan,
a James A. Stillman or a Robert Bacon. Coolidge had small hesitation
in bothering members of the Visiting Comuuttee when he thought the
cause was just. For example, in 1912, only eight days before the end
of the fiscal ycar, Coolidge foresaw a “deficit” and turned to Morgan
for quick help:

How do you feel abour giving me a helping hand at this moment for the
running expenses of the Library? The situation is as follows: ---
As you know, I have been changing the size of the cards here, which has
included a great many cxeras of all sorts, and have been undertaking « good
many other things, without any subsidy from the Corporation, being less for-
tunate than the Yale Library, who bave been getting a speaial ten thoeusand
dollars a year for the same sort of work for the last half dozen years. 1 have
begged, borrowed, or stolen all that I could to put the matrer thmugh Ifirst
came your gift of two thousand dollars. Then T laid my claws on some thirtecn
thousand dollars given by Amory Gardner, and I have {flecced Radcliffe to the
extent of five hundred dollars. In spite of this I can see that | am coming out
some two to three thonsand dollars shovt at the end of this fiscal year, that is to
say, July 1st. This gricves me, but docs not surprise me greatly; in fact I have
foreseen it for some time, and lf need he ] am prepared to face the music myself,
but 1 have alrcady gn’cu the Library somcthing like five thousand doliars this
year for books. This is also the year of my twenty-fifch anniversary, which is
you know an expensive amusement, and 1 have had various other thinps, so that
my pocket is feeling depleted.
You will ask how much longer T ati going to keep up this expensive and
unbusinesslike gait. My answer is that the work of getring in the Library of
Congress cards, on which we have some six extra pecople employed, ought to be
finished by near the cnd of the summer. We shall not have a large number of
miscellaneous expenses and we hope to be able to save scveral thousand dollars
in various dircctions, so that, although I do not sce how I can get my next
year’s expenses down to the level of the budget given me by the Corporation,
i I expect (o spend a pood deal less chan | have 1n the last twelve months, and
| shall contrive to push through matters somehow. Perhaps within six months the

Sheldon fund may be released enough for me to pick up a trifle from it. As
| things stand, however, 1 shall be gratcful for any help you feel like giving me.

1 think I can say with confidence that, though some mnstakes have been made
in detail, the work of putting through the card changing and a good many other
reforms has been accomplished satisfactorily and economically. A few months
more will sec us out of the woods on our present vndertakings, and belore we
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Ty any lhlng notre on a hlgc scale, we shall have to wait on developrents in
connection wicth the new ,lbr.uv building, cre.?13

Morgan responded two days later with a check for $1,000 and sent
“a like amount™ on 1 August. By 1917 the cost of the tithe exacted
by Coolidge reached $2,500. As Coolidge wrote to him (20 Junc
1917), Morgan’s lot was thar of “being bled to the tune of nwenty-five
hundred dollars a year for the Library.”

Much of the serious buying and collecrmg of scholarly books was
carricd out with Coolidge’s fimancing by either gift or Joan, and a very
considcrable portion of the Library’s regular acquisition activity was
msplrcd and often paid for by him. "There was scarcely a year in his
association wirh the faculty when he did not spend $2,000 10 $5,000
——and somctimes more — on books for Harvard, when he did not
finance cataloguing operations, when he did not underwrite some en-
terprise related to the Jibrary. During Coolidge’s facunlty association
the purchasing income for the central library advanced from $1¢,000
to nearly $70,000 but this sum had to cover all Library purchases.
Gift income was much less generaus (about $25,000 in the best year,
1927—28), and over the whole period Coolidge’s gifts for purchases,
particularly in the carly years, sometimes amounted to almost half the
Library’s gift income. Such gencrosity and ardent interest gave him
special force when he appealed to President Lowell to support the
recommended appointment of Robert Howard Lord as Instructor in
History for rgro-11. With real justfication, Coolidge used his con-
tributions to the Library as a partial argumenc:

Owing to the fact thac I have cut down my work in the Deparement by one
half, we are losing that much teaching of history. Unless the deficiency can in
some way be made good we must forfeit a part of the teaching in the history
of Eastcrn Europe and of Asia which we have offered for a good many ycars.
This the Department feel would be a serious foss. Not only has the face that
these subjeets were taught here helped to bring gradvate students to the Uni-
versity but, in the course of the last fiftcen years, we have built up excensive
collections of books. For the Far East we have perhaps the best working libracy
out of Washington; for Russia and the other Slay countrics, the best (not in
Slavic languages) in the United States; for the Ottoman Empire and the Near
[Fastern question, perhaps the best collection in the world. At the present mo-
ment three of our recent Ph. D's in history are offering for the Harvard His-
torical Monographs theses they have written in these ficlds, and two of the men

" A, C. Coolidge to J. P. Morgan, Jr,, zz June 191z,
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who come up this year have chosen topics of the same kind. To diminish the
attention paid here to Fastern European and Asiatic history would be not only
to wealen ourselyes in a ficld which is of great present interest but would mcan,
to a certaini cxtent, the undoing of much of what we have built up. These are
the sentiments, as I understand them, of che whole Department. I nced scarcely
add that [ feel them myself with p'{rtmulqr intensity for obvious reasons.!!®

In the face of such pm\-'crf ul supporc and rcasonable argument,
Lowell could har dly dcnv Lord the place, and he served on the facult)?
{or the next seventeen yecars.

Harvard Agent in Envope

Althongh Coolidge admitted that Harvard’s librarians were “at their
wits” ends as to where to house our acquisitions,” nevertheless lic com-
missioned Walter L ichtcustcin, the Curator of the Hohenzollern Cal-
Icetion, to go abroad again as a purchasmg agent for Harvard in the
acadcmic year rgri—rz, Just at the time of Lichtenstein’s departure,
L. C. Richardson issucd his first version of the “Union List of Collee-
tions on INuropean History in American Libraries,” ¥ and Coolidge di-
rected a quick but necessarily superficial search to discover which of
the 2,205 titles on the Richardson list were held by Harvard. Lichien-
stetin was authorized vo locate as many as he could of the missing items
— mcluding numerous sets —and to help ehminate duplications in
cascs where he recognized them. As a result of Lichtenstein’s extra-
ordinary memory of what Ifarvard did and did not have and hy un-
flagging determination to help Coolidge make Harvard the: supreme
university hibrary in historical and related ficlds, the trip of Harvard'’s
agent was an unusual success. Not only did he increase the number of
Richardson wems at Harvard from 1,500 to about 1,900, he was able
to help identify many of the remaining 300 as parts of serial publica-
tions which Harvard already owned, while a few others were already
in Harvard’s possession but had been missed in the original check of
: the list.
| “When the job is done,” Lichtenstein wrote to Coolidge on 1 May
| 1912, “there won’t be many libraries in the world that take 1t all in all

will cqual the Harvard Library as a place to study European history.”
A week later, Lichtenstein expressed the hope that Coolidge was not
" a. C. Coolidge ro A. L. Lowell, 25 February 1g10.

* Jirnest Cushing Richardson (1860~1939), bibliographer and student of the his-
tory of religion, hieaded the Princeton University Library from 18ge to 1923.
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“growing impaticnt” that invoices were not pouring in more rapidly.
“You must remember that 1 have gleaned the German market pretey
thoroughly in years past. Whac we have not got in German history
arc o a large extent sets and books, which — to put it moderately —
are somewhat scarce, Still, 1 have been finding much, and . . . not
paying high prices.”

Onc of Lichtenstein’s greatest coups was the acquisition of the great
library of the Marquis de Olivart for the Iarvard Law School. Con-
tainng nearly 7,000 titles (and about twicc as many volumes) the Ji-
brary was so cxtensive that its catalogue was a standard bibliographical
reference work for the field of international law. “Rich in original doc-
uments, including some cases of importance of which it contains the
single knawn copy,” the collection contained the “complete” works of
16th, r7th, and 18ch century writers on jurisprudence and public law,
documents and pamphlets relating to the international relatons of Cen-
tral and South American countries and to the Spanish War.*® Buc ob-
taining this great collection on what the Law School Librarian, John
Himes Arnold,™* considered “very favorable terms’™ ¥ secms also to
have included some personal responsibility for entertaining the vendor.
Coolidge recounted the story to Lichtenstein:

Onc of your ictters had led me to hope that the gracious Marquis Oltvare
might nor visit this country after all. You can imagine my pleasure when I
found his card in my office and the news that he was coming again within a day
or two. Ile went down to the mecting of the International Law people in
Washington and there had a chance to pet hold of Professor Wilson [George
Grafton Wilson, Proflessor of International Law, 1910-1936], vwwho survived the
ordeal, but with some difficulty. On his return here I walked him around a
little and took him to call on the President, The Law School rose to the situa-
tion by inviting Olivarr to luach with them at their Faculey Luncheon, which
happenced to come that day, and at wluch the President was present. Dut they
played the mean trick on me of asking me to come around at z2.15 P.M. to take
Olivart away so that they might go on with their business. I did this and

U “Extract from Report of the Dean of the Law School” in Repor: of Arehibald
Cary Coolidge, Director of the University Library, 1912, p, 20,

" John Himes Arnold, A.M. Hon. 19vz, sctved as Libravian of the Law Schgol
from 1872 until his retirement in 1913.

* Caolidge wrote to Lowcll on 5 January 1912 that the total cost of acquiring
the Olivart Library was $14,500, including packing and freight, although the Law
School Library was prepared to pay as much as $25,000 (plus exeras) for it. “The
saving we have made has been in large measure due to Lichtenstein's zeal and skill.”
Ar the instance of 1can Thayer, Lowell decided to pay Lichtenstein §750 for his
work in connection with the purchase,
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marched him around some more, He showed me his last writien agreements
with you and talked of his desire to give lecrures here. He also presented us
with a catalogue of the latest additions to his library, explaining that it was a
nustake to think that they were to make up for any insignificant missing vol-
umes. They were really a friendly, gracious gift, [ answered politely, but
vaguely. All has gone ofl well so far, But thougl I hope our Spanish friend
has about reached home by this time, I have little doubt but that he intends ta
favor us again with his presence before very Jong, He more or less intimated
as much , . %!

Lichtenstem was representimg several libraries other than Harvard
and was entranced with his responsibilivy, “T am rather glad,” he told
Coolidge in a letter on 22 May, “that the Boston Public Library docsn't
want my services, for I have my hands full as itis. In one week [ had 40
letters, 3 cables and 1 postal and that does not include family Jetters.
You see I am coming preity close to ranning a burean . . .’ Lichten-
stein suggested, as he had on a number of previous occasions, that the
resultant value of his trips from 1905 to 1912 wasa strong argument for
his establishing himself as an American library agent in Europe, Cool-
idge, however, was unconvineed by Lichtenstein’s trial balloons, and
told him, “You have ncver quite been able to convert me abouc the
advantages of having a permanent agent in Europe,” '*

From Parns, Lichtenstein went to ltaly and Portugal, and Coolidge
expressed pleasure with the resulis to that point and offered to increase
the purchasing funds:

I think we can manage to allow you about two thonsand dolars for Portu-
guese history, in addition to the five hundred dollars alrcady promised for the
history of Brazil. Of course if you sce any very remarkable chance costing

! morc than that, you can always cable us . . .

Judging by the invoices you have sent or had sent and by the various other
ones in the offing, you are having a maost successful time as {ar as we arc con-
cerned. If 1 were not pretty well hardencd, ¥ should be almost alarmed at it;
instcad T merely laugh at the alarms of other prople. Alrogether the record of
the Harvard Library for this year is let us say a progressive one. With an allow-
ance of some forty thousand dollars for wages, etc., I shall have succeeded in
spending about Hfty-six thousand. As for the purchase of books, — the largest
: amount ever spent before in a single vear has been between thirty and thirty-

one thousand. This year it has been forty-scven thousand, and mind you, this
means Harvard College alone, not counting other librarics with such details as

7 A, C. Coolidge to Walter Lichtenstein, 10 May 1912,
™ 1hid,
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the Olivare collection, but where this Rake’s progress of mine will end T cannot
undcrtake to say. 2™

Lichtenstemn’s persuasions to the concrary, Coolidge was not inter-
csted in spending moeney on “Germanistic literature” at that time. His
aim was to move ahead with the Richardson Iist and greatly increase
the Library’s holdings of Portuguese and Brazlian marersal. But hus
acquisitive mstinets rosc high when Lichtcenstein located an important
collection of 17 Iralian stararti and a library on criminology. Lich-
tenstein reported that “rogether with what we have had in the Law
School and in the Harvard College Library, this collection gives us
nearly . . . every ediion mentioned by Manzoni in his great bibli-
ography of Italian statuti.” ' DBceceause “the conscrvative parcy at the
Law School have got the upper hand in the question of buying bools
on foreign law,” Coolidge told Lichtenstein that Roscoe Pound would
probably give the sratwii to the Law School, but, “no martter how
wonderful,” there was no chance at that cme to gee consent to pur-
chase the eriminology library. Coolidge added:

Accordingly, T have undertaken to buy the hibrary myself on condition that
the Carporation lend me the money, to he repaid to them by June joth next
year. This they have agrced to. I shall then tell the Law School that that Ii-
brqry is at their disposition until June ist at cost price, at the end of which time
T shali reserve the liberty to sell it for anything I can get to anyone else. You
see the thmg is a good deal of a gamble, but T fecl pretty confident that if the
chance is a remarkable one and the Law School finds itsclf face to face with
the prospect of having that collection go te some rival, somehow or other they
will find the means to make the purchase . . . My willingness to run 2 pretty

lqrgc appearing risk of this kind brings out pretty clearly what my confidence
is in your judgment.’*

As for the statarti, Coolidge found the collection “perfectly splendid”
and reported on 26 July that he was “bubbling over with enthusiasm
about it.”

Portugal and Somb Awmerica

In Po1tugql Lichtenstein found “beautiful things for litcle money,”
among them “a mass of contemporary pamphicts in Portuguese on

1w AL C, Coolidge to Walter Lichtenscein, 12 June 1912,

 Quoted in the Fifteenth Report of William Coolidge Lane, Librarimn, 1912, pp.
2%-28.

3= A. C. Coolidge to Walter Lichtenstein, 16 July 1912,
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the Seven Years War™ which “cost a few cents” and “ic didn’t take
me Jong to make up my mind about them.” 7 All told, Lichtenstein
succeeded in spending $7,550 for the Harvard College Iibrary, $1,000
tor the Iaw School, and §350 for the Gray Ierbarium out of §15,500
allowed him by IHarvard, Columbia, and Chicago.'™ As to his successes
with Portuguese and Brazihan marerial, Lichtenstein wrote to Coolidge
on 15 August: “I wonder what your will say. 7 think chat the lot is un-
rivalled and will make the collections outside Portugal look like 30 cts.”
Ilc was ecstatic about his successes for IHarvard and cagerly asked
Coolidge if he could not continue m Harvard’s service:

Don’t you need an aide-de-camp while your building is going on?!! North-
western snight give me a leave of absence for such a worthy purpose, and prob-
ably by the time your building were finished 1 would be glad to be back at
: Nortinwestern. Think it over, Mr, Potter is away and so I might fill a much

felt gap und aver es glaubt avivd selig12s

Coolidge saw the merit of Lichtensten’s suggestion and got him a
remporary post with rthe Libracy until 1 December 1912, For a few
weeks, therefore, their regular correspondence lapsed, except when
Coolidge was obtaining a non-resident membership for Lichtenseein in
the Colonial Club or recciving critical comments from his “aide-de-
camp’ concermng the design of the new Libmr}'

Coohdg{. was extremely pleased with his “very competent book-
buyer” — and “very loyal JHarvard man.” *® He told Lichtensicin,
back at Northwestern, that he hoped the next time Lichtenstein went
to Iturope for Harvard he would have “five rather than onc 1hous'md
dollars to disposc of . '

Yor the next few months Lichtenstein was much occupied with try-
ing to arrange another cooperative book-biying venture, this ume in
South America. “Cooperative,” for him, meant finding books for Iar-
vard first and then supplying other libravies. “It is almost a platitude to
say that the insututton b want to serve 1s Harvard, and not Yale,” ™
Lichtenstein asserted. The trrepressible Lichtensiein went ahead with

— e —_——

" Walter Lichrenstein ta AL C. Coalidge, 8 August 1912,
" Welter J.ichtenstetn to A. C. Coolidge, 8 Seprember g1z,
** Ihid. Potter was on leave of absence for the first half year of 1912-13 and later
had to extend this becanse of his wife's illness.
A, C. Coolidge to A. L. Lowell, 5 January g1z,
5 AL C. Coolidge to Walter Lichrenstein, 13 March 1913,
“X¥Valter Lichtenstein to A. C. Coolidge, 4 April 1913,
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his arrangements despite Coulidge’s deep concern that the proposal
might cause a clash wich his old friend, Hiram Bingham, then Assistant
Professor of Latin American History at Yale and the prime supporter
of Yale’s library collections in the field. Largely as a result of his un-
willingness to trecad on Bingham's territory, Ceolidge mnitially decided
to stay out of the South American venture. e had had heavy ex-
penses and had had to “fork up” large amouuts for the Library, but
after Lichtenstein lefr for South America on 12 June 1913, Coolidge
began to have second thoughts, even though he was fecling the pinch
financially. As a result, when Lichtenstein found that it was paossible
ta buy the private libraries of Manuel Segundo Sanchez, noted Vene-
zuelan bibliographer and librarian of the Venczuclan National Library,
plus the collections of Donato Lanza y Lanza of La Paz, Bolivia —
“rich in Bolivian pamphlets and Belivian newspapers” — and of Blas
Garay of Asancion, Paraguay — “especially rich in the period of the
younger Lopez” — Coolidge again stepped forward personally to make
the purchases practicable,™

Coolidge empticd his own pocketbook as well as the Library’s. I
never was in 2 position where 1 conld do less to turn daydreams into
realitics,”’ e confided to Lichtenstcin on 24 March, “liven my private
finances are crippled by the Sanchez purchase and other things, so
have not a cent to spare for you to get anything in Furope,” Yet this
was beforc the Lanza, Garay, and other finds camc to light. Describing
his Lanza treasure, Lichtenstein reminded Coohidge on 23 April 1914:

.. only a ycar ago . . . you sent mic a copy of a letter of Bingham . , . that
has the following statement: “We can say without unneccessary boasting that we
have the best collection of books relating to South American history and geog-
raphy in this county.” 1 think thac this is past for all coantries, except Peru,
[Tarvard with the Sanchez, Tanza and Montt collections has the best working
collection {or South America in the US.A. . . |

Joyfully Coolidge answered Lichtenstein on 15 May 1914:

Your letters . . . filled me with jubilation. You have made a wonderful strike
again, and ought to be fecling as proud as I am pleased. It does look as if Yale
would have cause to sit up before we get done - We have every cause to
rejoice . . . If only our luck and your skill hold out to, the end . . . Harvard
will have not only a good but a great South American library.

# The characterization of the thiree collections comes from William Coolidge
lanc’s Eighteenthy Report as Librarian, 1915, p. 14.
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Turner and Western Aniericane

One of the most interesting developments bearing on the growth
of the special collections in the pre-\Widener period was Coolidge’s
part in bringing Frederick Jackson Turner back to Cambridge. A fast
friend of Professor Charles Homer Haskins, Turner had had several

i terms of teaching at Harvard, but had stayed ar Wisconsin as Haskins
had not, and was understood to be unhappy with che attitude of the
Wisconsin regents toward his preoccupation with research and gradu-
ate teaching. In the fall of 1gog, Turner wrote, “I had been on the
cdge of accepting a call to U. of California; — in fact, had practically
decided to accepe, but had not committed mysclf, when T was asked by
Harvard people to delay my decision.” ' Coclidge was then Chairman
of the History Department, not yer officially connected with the 1i-
; brary. As Chairman he wrote President Lowell a long letter about
Turner, personally pledging to guarantee Turner’s salary for five years
(1910-1915) at $s5,000 per year.™ Coolidge’s letter to President
Lowell illustrates the vigorous way he pursued cvery oppertunity to
strengthen Harvard's scholarly stature and how often he acted as the
“banker” to make an improvement possible. Arguing for his financial
proposal he wrotc:

Busy as you are there is an iimportant mateer I must bring up as it will need
to be quickly scetled if we are not willing to let slip a chance which w) hardly
occur again, For some time some of us have been very anxious to improve the
sitvation 1in American history here by getting Turner. Good as both Channing
and IHart arc there has been a great decline in our graduare students in Amcrican
history and we have fewer of them than we did ten and fifteen years ago while
Turner draws large numbers (he has usually about twenty-five in his seminary
course) and draws them from everywhere . . . All Turner’s pupils T have ever
secn were enthusiastic abaut him. 1 believe him to be a very strong man, perhaps
the strongest professor in history in the United States outside of Harvard. Therc
is no younger man in Amcrican history who has so far really distinguished
himself in the subject . . .

2 The Historical World of Frederick Jackson Turner with Selections from His
Correspondence: Narrative by Wilbur . Jacobs (New Haven, Yale University
D'ress, 1968), pp. 44-62.

¥ This commitment was conditioned on the Corporation’s accepting responsi-
bility for a $5,000 guarantec Cuulidge had made toward the salary of another his-
rorian and on the Corporation’s agreeing to reduce the Turner guarantee if other
funds should come in to help bring him to Cambridge, Sec also Ray Allen Billingron,
Frederick Jackson Turner, Historien, Scholar, Teacher (New York, Oxford Uni-
versity Press), pp. 237-239 and 281-307.
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Of course, it is a drawback that Turner has written so little, that he has
founded a school rather than produced much himsclf, Much of what he has
done, however, has been brilliant and I know that he is anxious to devote him-
self to writing in future. In Wisconsin he has been a great figure, constantly
appealed to for all sorts of things. Ar Harvard he could lead a quieter life and
producc mare.

A consideration that affcets me a good deal, though it is not a department
matter, is that Turner is widely known in the West and has influence there. He
is identified with the reaching of western history and his appointment here
would be regarded as a proof that Harvard meant to pay more attention to
western affairs, [ believe it would be a very good stroke of policy, not only
pleasing our western graduates but the West generally, and that it would draw
students from there . . .

I an1 not surc that we ean get him in any case and I feel certain that il he
once settles in California he is lost to us. The place tempts him and the climate
suits his wife who is rather delicate. The Bancrefr library [of Western Amer-
icana at the University of California, Berkeley] is an atcraction and he will not
want at his age to uproot himself again a few veats hence. e is now or never,
He will be ivere next week and we shall have a unique chance te get at him
theq, before he has committed himself. Ve have no dme o lose , , .

We now have the strongest history department in the country, but without
Gross 1% it will be very seriously weakened. It seems to me that alcogether the
best thing we can do to maintain cur primacy is by getting Furner to put our-
selves head and shoulders fivst in American history, the subjecr that ateracrs
most historical students . ., By this arrangement the Corporation will get the
services of Professor Turner without incurring any expense therclor in the next
SiX yrcars . . [ 180

Harvard’s cordiality and admiration for his accomplishment (Turner
received the honorary Lite.D. at Harvard’s 1909 Commencement)
overcame Turner’s inclination to move to California. His decision to
come to Camubridge resulied in a scramble on the Library’s part to ex-
tend its already distinguished collections of American history to in-
clude more Western Americana. Turner was in the forefront of this
cffort, and his chicf ally was a remarkable Massachusctts woman, Alice
Forbes Perkins Hooper ™ — “a vast lady . . . whosc substantial form

% Charles Gross (1857-1909), the medieval historian, a mewber of the History
Department since 1868, had served only one year (19oS-op) as the first Gurney
Professor biefore being incapacitated. Regarded by Coolidge as “our greaest his-
torian,” he died 3 December 1909,

w A, C. Coolidge to A. 1.. Lowell, 28 September 190p.

1 Qoe Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Harvard Commission on YWestern His-
tory,” Harvard Graduates’ Magazine, XX:80 (Junc 1912), €06-611; [Frederick

Tackson Turner], The Harvard Connnission on Western Histary, Charles Eilion
Perkins Foundation, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1912 —a 15-
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was not diminished by loosc-flowing dresses and a2 mulutude of scarves
and veils” — the daughter of Charles Elliott Perkins, builder of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad. Having been informed by
Professor Turner that “the collection of material bearing on the his-
tory and development of that part of America which lies beyond the
Alleghanics [sic| is incomplete,” Mrs. Hooper decided to increase her
annual donation to the Library to $1,000 a year — “as long as [ am
able to give it” — for the purchase of Western Amerjcana. She re-
quested the President and Fellows:

That I may bc permitted to keep in touch with the growth of this particujar
collection of books, and when material of value & importance is to be had, be-
yond the aforesaid sum of one thousand dollars, that T may be given the first
opportunity to present such material to the Harvard College Library, if at the
nonient it is in my power to do so, my wish being to gradually build up this
collection of Western history & to make it as complete as possible.

That a Book Plate be designed for this particular colleetion and that the
payinent of the fund be made in January & July, five hundred dolars cach
month,

I do not offer this fund unadvisedly but with the knowledge & approval of
President Lowell, Mr. Archibald Coolidge & Mr. F. J. Turner who agree that

i this addition to the Harvard College Library will be of benefit ro young men
& 1 offer it in memory of one, who, in his youth, went into the West alonc to
make himself, he dedicated the best years of his life to the opening up & de-
velopment of the Middle & Far West, he touk a keen interest in young men &
belicved that they should first of all, know the history of their own country.

He was Charles Eiliote Perkins Of Burlingron lowa & if I, as his daughter,
can help young men to that cnd, through the Harvard College Library, § shall
indced be gratified . . %3

Mrs. Hooper’s generosity resulted in 1911 in the creation of a Har-
vard Commission on Western Histery, of which both Cooclidge and
Turner were members, and Edgar L. Wells, the first scererary,
For several years the commission employed an archivist — initially,
| Profcssor Archer B. Hulbert of Marietta College from 1912 to 19716,
| and then Thomas Powderly Martin, Ph.D, 1922, from 1916 to 1918,

page pamphlet containing material repriared from the Harvard Alwaini Bulletin,
XIV:z27 (10 April 1912), 430-432; Ray Allen Billington, ¢d., with the callaboration
of Walter Muir Whitehil, “Dear Lady”: The Letters of Frederick Jackson Turner
and Alice Forbes Perkins Hooper, i910-1932, San Marino, The Huntington Library,
1670,

™ Alicc Forbes Perkins Hooper to the President and Fellows of Harvard Col-
lege, 8 November 1910,
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Although Coolidge played no large role in the work of the Commis-
sion except to give it his blessing and general suppart, Edgar Wells,
Ceolidge’s money-raismg associate, helped push the cause vonl he left
Harvard in 1913. He was succeeded by Roger Pierce, A. B. 1904,"™
and it was Pierce who acted as middleman in the strange ncgotiations
which eventually brouwght to Harvard from Sale Lake City the Eli
Peirce collection of 2,653 books on Mormon History.™ "This was one
of a considerable number of acquisitions '*' which came to the Library
in Coolidge’s time as a result of Mrs. Hooper's enthusiasm and gener-
osity and the work of the Commission. Approximately 1,000 books an
western history were purchased or donated 1n the period between 1913
(when the effort really began) and 1919, when the war hampered the
Commission’s activitics.

The sad aspect of the whole enterprisc was that, despite the labors
of many and the irrepressible buoyancy of Mrs. Hooper, the campaign
gradually slowed to a stop. The objective failed to achicve fimancial
support in the East (in proportion to the energy expended) and evoked
real hostility in the West, where numerous prospective donors felt ,
[Tarvard was trying to wrest local treasure for itsclf. When the war ’
came, the thoughts of all concerned turned to other things. Ray
Billington has remarked that “the Harvard University Libraries could
not have attained the important place i western history that they main-
tain to this day had the Harvard Commussion . . . not been conjured
into being.” ** Realistically he commented that the Commission’s end
seerned inevitable. “Most college presidents anywhere encourage pros-
pective donors but few arc ready to cammit the general funds of their
institutions to the peripheral ‘pet project’ of a danor whose gifts are
inadequate.” Thillington concluded:

** Rager Plerce (18841959}, 2 graduate of Harvard College in 1904, had marued
President Eliot’s eldest granddaughtcr Ruth Lliot. Pierce was an imporant wartine
officer of the University, serving as Secretary to the Corporation {1914-1919) as
well as Sccretary of the Alumni Association, publisher of the Harvard Alummni
Rzdietin, Business Advisor and Business Director of the Medical Schaal, and for ane
year (1918-ig) Acting Comptroller. He was later President of the New England
Trust Company.

' Billington, “Pear Lady,” pp. 32-38.

@ Orhers were the letter books of Bryant & Sturgis, a hide and tallow firm, the
James Hunncwell manuscripts on the [Hawaiian trade, the Marshall papers dealing
with Hawaii, China, and the Pacific Coast, and the Villard papers and other railroad
records. See Ninetcenth Report of Williaur Coolidge Lane, Librartan, 1916, pp. g-10.

*2Billington, “Dear Lady,” p. 68.
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Mrs. Hooper undoubtedly got her money’s worth of amusement and sclf-
esteern out of the Harvard Commission on Western History. President Lowell
received the initial suggestion amiably enaugh, on the standard assumption that
it could do no harm, would keep Turner happy, and #:ight lead to something
genuinely uscful to the TTarvard Library. But the president’s lack of continuing
enthusiasm was due not only to obfuscated provineialism but to the fact that 2
thousand dollars a year was not an important sum in the game prescrves that he
was huating, especially when attempts to enlist western alumini had led chiefly
to outbursts . . 24°

A letter from Coolidge to John F. Moors,™* a member of the Cor-
g

poration, throws light on the successes and failure of NMrs. Hooper's

“Amecrican History Crusade”

. Turmner , . . has come here from Wisconsin and is regarded all over the
United States as the best-known authority on the subject. Iis pupils are to be
found w almost every important university where it 1s taught, in fact, he has
been the father of a School. He naturally has been deeply interesied n the
whole enterprise and has scen much of Mrs, [{ooper with whom he is on the
best of rerms. He, too, secs big possibilities in this connection and feels chac the
oPportunitv cught not to be thrown away. On the other hand, tcmpemmemallv
he is not of the “hustler” tvpe — the kind to put much personal push into the
enterprise, He is of the scholarly teraperament and resents having to give too
much of his own time to corrcsandcncc . .« He, therefore, has been — and
rightly — leen {or somebody who should be paid to look after just chat sort of
ching, Jut, that somebody must not be a mere clerk but a man of sufficient
standing to correspond on even terms not only with presidents of Western
Flarvard Clubs bug wich the heads of Western historical socicties, — all of which
is right and sound in itsclf but costs moncy. Incidentally, Turner and A.L.L.
[President Lowell] ave not fitted by temperament to understand each other
casily . . .

Yout humble servant . . . has regarded the wiiole thing as clear gain bur . . .
is in no way a specialist about our Western affairs or has any great personal
interest in them. 1 merely see that the idea is a big one and well worth while,
but I am not the proper person for an evangelist in this connection. To tell the
truth, T am sometimes driven nearly frantic between the various pareics in a
question which, at bottom, is not my affair.

The story of the Western History Commission which has been organized for
this enterprise is about as follows. Ars. Elooper has regularly given money with
which we have bought large numbers of books for the Library with resules
which, from my point of view, are completely satisfactory, Bestdes this, there
has been a general activity in the way of keeping in touch with Harvard West-

“Ibid., p. 6.
** John Fanwell Moors, A. B, 1883, was a close friend of Coolidge and his finan-
cial advisor.
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ctn Clubs, picking up documentary and other material and in general playing
the Western game. At one time we attracted a good deal of attention and, in
fact, provoked hostlity, Western archivists began to feel that it was the infen-
tion of Harvard to try to get hold of things which they believed should be Jeft
in their hands. There has been some little friction and stir, in facr, I think there
is no doubz that the existence of our Commission has tended to stimulate local
enterprise in document collecting in the West. The ‘more we have done, or
tricd to do, the greater has been the correspondence to look after and the things
to be dane hence by somcbody, and that has been the difficulty. "Turner can
not look after it all and docs not wanr to. The same is equally true of myself.
The result is we liave had various temporary assistants from gradunate students
and others, whe have been paid with money given by Mrs. Hooper. And so
matrers have dragged on with ups and downs, some results, and much bother,
for several years. The time has now come when most people fecl that the thing
had better be put on a more permanent basis. Either the larger side of it should
be dropped altogether or else money should be found to sct it on its legs. Mrs.
IHooper has always hoped . . . that if the thing were put in an attractive
enough form, some of our Western men would take hold of it and set it going. :
As for the President, he has been kindly and encouraging in his conversations
with Mes, Hooper, but T am afraid she has exaggerated the interest he has ever
talcen in the aflair.?

The seeds planted by Mrs. Ilooper, Turner, and others cventually
bore fruit in a subsequent gencration, and it is possible to suggest that
such bencfactions as that of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Warren ™ were to
some cxtent mspired by Harvard’s failure to stir more interest in
American history in the 1920s.

Therc was, however, in the mid-1920s one more chance to strike
for gold to enrich the Library’s American collection when Harvard
inherited the fortune of the grandson and namesake of General
Artemas Ward.”" Scenting a strong possibility for a major under-

" A. C. Coalidge to J. I'. Moors, 30 Mareh 1920,

M Charles Warren, AR, 188¢, Overscer (1934-1940), and formcer President of
the Harvard Alumni Association, was a lawyer and historian of the Supreme Court
of the Unired States and of the Harvard Law School. He was decply interested in
the promotion of American studies in colleges and secondary schools. His widow,
Anniclouise Bliss Warren, whose brother-in-law and sister gave Dumbarton Gaks
to Flarvard, hequeathed to the University the Charles Warren American History
Fund which suppurts chairs fo arts and sciences, law, and cducation, and the Amer-
ican history collections in the Library,

** Arremnas Ward (1727-1800) was a Revolutionary general whose father founded
Shrewsbury, Massachuserts, Ward was prominear in town affairs, served as chief
justicc of the Worcester County Court of Common Pleas, and was a member of
both the Continental and U, S. Congresses. Iis Shrewsbury homestead came under
the University's care by the will of bis grandson, Artemas Ward, A8, 18yg, to-.
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writing, Coolidge wrote to President Lowell on 14 January 1924 to
express the hope that when Ward money began to come in a portion
of it could be used for purchascs in American history. “Since the
Western History Commission came to an cnd, our special purchases
in that field have almost dried out. Schlesinger and Merk, and doubt-
less Channing and Morison, would have liked me to ask for more but [
believe m moderation.,” The Corporation, however, did not relish al-
lowing an unrestricted bequest to escape their clutches at 2 ume when
the limited funds of the central university account were so badly
needed for other more mundanc objcets such as salaries. Coolidge was
“keenly disappomnred” by the Corporation’s decision. He wrote to
Lowell on 26 Jamwary onc of those long instructive letters which uni-
versity officers ind necessary from time to time to make sure that their
particular situation is clearly understood:

I want to say a word morc in regard to my application for money from the
Artemas Ward Fund, which has just been turned down by the Corporation. I
am doing this not in protest, though I am keenly disappointed by the result,
but to make the reasons for my request perfectly clear. realize, of course, the
tremendous financial pressure under which the University is laboring, the
innunicrable and ceaseless demands for w orthy causes from every side, and the
paramount ncccssm of leeping whatever is possible for the payment of salarics
in the College. 1 should, therefore, never have asked for any Artcimas Ward
money if chere had not been such an explicit expression of desire on the part
of the testator that the name of his ancestor should be widely commemorated.
It has secmed to me that there was no way by which General Ward could be
recalled to the minds of large numbers of our students more appropriatcly and
permancntly than by devoting a small portion of the bequest to the purchase
of works on American history with book-plates that should bear his nanie,

Another point upon which T wish to touch is your apparent impression that,
owing to the Dexter and other bequests, the Library is now in a position 1o
purchase all nccessary books. T admit chat these bequests have made a difficult
situation much easier, but aparc from rhe fact that the cost of many books has
gonc up morc than one hundred per cent in the last few years, we have 1o
struggle with the results of our own enrichment, A generation ago the College
Library had perhaps four or five specialtics which might be called really first
class. Today we have a great number and it is these thar put us so bigh up
among libraries. Jut they have been only in small part due to purclmscs from
any of our regular (unds; they have come from a large if uncertain flow of gifts
and Jegacies, Now gifts and leracies will make great collections, but they will
not kecp them up, and unless kept up to a tolerahle extent they soon begin to

gether with a fund pow amounting to more than §9,000,000 which assists university-
wide purposes as well as the Faculty of Arts and Sciences.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 2 (April
1974)



Archibald Cary Coolidge and the Harvard Library 203

lose in value. This means that far more kinds of buoks have to be gor than was
formerly the casc and it is hardiy more possible, without a much heavier ex-
penditure than of old, to mece the demands for even the ardinary literature on
the vast number of subjects in which the Library is strong and for which schol-
ars consule it chan it would be for the University or the College to mect present
calls wath the income of twenty-five years ago. Lven asic is, the Library is not
well ahead in a pood many respects. Year before last, one of our graduate
students went to New Iaven instead of conting here because the Yale collection
of English literary periodicals in the Eightcenth Century was, and is, so greatly
superior to ours. Still, as | say, sorey thaugh T am for the American History
people who oughe to have morce material bought for them, I am not complain-
ing, but merely restating my position which I hope you and the Corporation
understand. s

Lowell, replying the same day, tried to assuage Coolidge’s sense of
frustration. “Dao not think T do not value the Library or appreciate
the nced of constant expenditure upon 1ts collections; but we cannot
spend the same money in two different ways . . . For the presenc 1
feel that keeping up the salary budget in the Faculty of Arts and Sci-
ences 15 of predominant importance.”

Perhaps this decision left cthe President wich feelings of guile about
disappointing the Library, Ac any rate, Coolidge, with suspicions in
that dircction, could report his surprisc and pleasurc to Wells (11
June 1926} when the Corporation decided to allocate to the Library for
purchases, wicth no limitation imposed, the income of the Frankli
Temple Ingraham Memorial Fund, This {fund, received eight years
previously, amounted to §3 5,000 with accumulated interest. “An amus-
ing {cature of the transaction,” Coalidge confided to Wells, “is that I
am told the suggestion for this use came from the President himself.
Perhaps he wishes to console me for having thrown down my applica-
tion for money from the Artemas Ward Iund for books on American
history. I shall, however, keep this reflection to miyself. If che Ameri-
can history people heard of it, they would promptiy clamor for the
goods.”

Acquisitions During the War Years

It has been scen that the year 1914 was noteworthy for the South
American collections acquired as a result of the Lichtenstein expedi-
tions. The next ycar, 1915, was probably the mest important in the
history of the Library; it brought the move into the Idarry Llkins

"* A, C, Coolidge to A. L. Lowecll, 26 Januaty 1926,
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Widener Mcemorial building and the receipt of Harry Widcener's
notable library of 3,000 volumes. This included some of the major
monuments of English letters —a Caxton, the first four folios of
Shakespeare, a fivst printing of Purehas His Pilgrianes, a first cdition of
Yoxe’s Book of Martyrs, and a parocularly strong collection of nine-
teenth-century Brinsh authors and cextra-illustrated books, many of
them copies associated wirh the author or remarkable for their former
owners. The Harry Elkins Widener Collection became — and stiil
remains — the centerpiece and one of the chict glories of Idarvard’s
library.

The ycar 1915 also brought to Harvard the theatrieal collection of
Robere Gould Shaw, A.B. 1869, with substantial financial backing as
well. When the 35,000-volume thearrical library of Evert Jansen
Wendell, A.B. 1882, was received in 1918 — “che largest gift of books
in [the Library’s| history,” said Coolidge — it was possible to form
the outstanding Theatre Collection, of which Harvard has been so
justly proud.

In 1916 came the Frederick Lewis Gay collection of British and
Amcrican political tracts, over 4,000 separate items, to be added to
what Gay, as Curator, had given to Harvard in his lifetime. Many of
these were “of utmost rarity,” a total collecrion of ahout 6,000 titles.
In this period Harvard also received the Lincoln collections of Alonzo
Rothschild and William (the “Widow"”) Nolen, the jeanne d’Arc
collection of Francis Cabot Lowell, and many, many others.

‘This is but 2 sampling of a list which conld go on and on. Many of
the private librarics were the donations or bequests of members of the
Iarvard facuity and alumni — such as the Persius collection of Morris
Hicky Morgan and the philosophy collection of (eorge Herbert
Palmer — and would have been given to Harvard under any con-
scientious dircctor or Jibrarian; but many werc inspired by Coolidge’s
extraordinary breadth of interest and the enthusiasm of those who
gathered, pr})nmtcd, and purchased for Harvard under his irresistible
influence.

In contrast to the memorable gifts that marked these years, the
Library’s foreign purchases were sharply curtailed after the outbreak
of the FEuropean war in August 1914, Coolidge soon decided that it
was time ta call a halt to Walter Lichtenstein’s activities. The latter,
in South America, had becn hoping to continuce his acquisitions
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in Europe, but Coolidge was then short of money and the situation on
the Continent was too chaotic to promisec much from further book-
buying at the moment. He wrote to Lichtenstein:

This brings me to the importanc part of my letter . . . our decisions as tc
bool buying, decisions which I am a{raid may not be entircly agrecable to you.
We are going to draw in sail and straighten our affairs before entering into
any ncw cnterprises. T bave to announce accordingly that after the receipt of
this leteer, you may consider your mission in South America as having come
to an end as far as wc are concerned, except for such things as you may have
started upon before receiving this letter, or commissions that have been sent to
you from here before this date. The decision, however, is not likely to affect
you in realicy. I fecl confident that hefore 1cadmg these words you swill have
spent the funds you have for us, but at any ratc you can now look on the job
as done, 1 need hqrdlv repeat that we are not comphmmg of the results , . .

Sccondly what will alfcet yvou more dircetly is our decision not to spend any
money whatsoever at present on special purchases in Europe even though you
may be going there now. I belicve that after the war would be a better time
than at present, but whether that is so or not we have made up our minds that
wc are not going into the book buying busincss in Furope just at present. |
fear thus will be a disappeintment to you, but it is merely repeating what 1
wrote to you a while ago.

When shall we see you in Cambridger By the time you return we hope to
havc the Lanza boolks so arranged and Jooked up that we shall know definitely
which ones we want to keep, both of them and of the Sanchez. The valuation
of what we desire, and the distribution of the booty must wait for your
return . . 20

Coolidge, with his many friends in Germany and France, felt the
war keenly, and kept hoping that it would soon end. But he was too
much of a realist not ta make a-prompt adjustment and concentrate on
the digestive process which necessanly had 1o accompany the reasures
of 1915. Internationally, the war had made book purchasing by Ul'lll
next to impossible, Coohdac commented in his report of 1915:

The Library has suffered . . . as a result of the Luropean war. Compara-
tively few baoks have been ordered from abroad, and nor all of these have come.
One of our regular dealers has been killed, another has had to leave the country
where he was settled; with another we have placed 196 orders instead of the
usual couple of thousand. The number of Europcan bookscilers’ catalogues
that have appcared has been only a fraction of the ordinary output, though as
yet the prices show little diminution and profits made on a more favorable

* A, C. Coolidge to Walter L.ichrenstein, 31 October 1914.
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rate of exchange are counterbalanced by increased cost of transportation and
insurange.15

And m 1916 the story was the same:

The continuance of the war makes it difhcult and often impossible to get
hooks or periadicals from most of the Ruropean countries, notably from Ger-
many. We do not even kaow what is written there . . 1™

The single foray abroad was a buying trip made by David Heald
i the summer of 1916, financed by a subscription fund of nearly
$ 5,000 from cightecn alumni. With this sum Heald was able to acquire
1,700 volumes, mainly on English local history and topography and

‘ on Inghsh literature, He also purchased hundreds of English bread-
stdes and Irish books and tracts and made arrangements for the pur-
chase of works of Irish history and of the writers of the Irish “renais-
sance,” He made contacts with British government offices, so that the
Library might receive, for example, the Colomal Office’s Official Blue
Books and other such publications. Most of the Library’s purchasing
took place in the Uiiced States, however, alchough orders contnued
to go ta Switzerland, Holland, and France, as well as the Bricish Isles.

One of two library developments in which Coolidge took special
interest was the opening of the Farnsworth Reom on § December
1916, dedicated to the memory of Henry Weston Iarnsworth, AR,
1912, who enlisted in the Irench Foreign Legion in 115 and was killed
in the Champagne offensive on 29 September 1915, The room, in-

- tended for recreational reading, was the gift of Farnsworth’s parents.
"The other development was the creation in 1955 of the Justin Winsor
Memorial Room in Widener as a center for the Library’s fine map
colleetion, which at that time numbered some 30,000 sheets and 1,200
atlases and bound maps, and contained all the cartographical publica-
tions of the United States government and the major European ord-
nance and geological surveys.

As previously noted, Coolidge himsclf was on war service in 1917
1910, first as a member of “The Inguiry,” the study group of academic
and government specialists organized at the mstance of Coloncl Edward
M. House to prepare background information for the use of the future

W Report of Arebibald Cary Coolidge, Divector of the University Library, 1915,
) e i
" Report of Arvchibald Cary Ceolidge, Director of the University Library, 1016,

p- 3-
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peace conference; later as chicf of the American Mission to Vienna
and as a member of the Paris Peace Conference stafl. He also made a
trip to Sweden and Northern Russia for the Department of State in
1918 at a time which coincided uncxpectedly with the Allied Expedi-
tion to North Russia. These responsibilities, while diverting him from
Harvard for thc moment, actually greatly helped the Library, for
Coolidge always had Harvard on his mingd and was constantly on the
lookout for opportunities to acquire the documentary record of the
prewar and postwar period. He made full use of his wide acquaintance,
particnlarly among European officials, American specialists, and Har-
vard alummni to assemble as much source material as he could relating
to this critical epoch of world history.

fmmediacely afrer the war the European money market was greatly
upsct and Coolidge and his staft suddenly found that the Harvard Li-
brary could take 1d1 antage of favorable rates of exchange “andreamt
of before.” Coolidge moved promptly “to make the best nse of op-
portunitics not likely to recur” (as he reported to the Presidenc in
1919—20) and ordered heavily and profitably in Austria, Germany,
italy, and France despite “violent fluctnations of exchange and . . .
the efforts of sellers . . . to countcrbalance unprofitable exchange by
the imposition of special charges.”

e was especially fortunate to find himself on leave from the
Library in 1921-22 a5 4 member of the American Relief Adminis-
tration at a time when it was still possible to buy books and serial
pubhcauons of the Russian pre-war era. As a result — with the help
of associates like Frank A, Golder ™ — Coolidge purchased for Iar-
vard several thousand books an Russian history, brerature, and are, as
well as priccless runs of scholarly periodicals which were to make the
Harvard Library a hardly-rivalled center for Slavic research in the
dccades ahead.,

As might be cxpected the Russian purchases were conducted under
great difficulties, and the benefits which the Harvard Library, the
Hoover Library at Stanford, and the Library of Congress gained were
often achicved in the face of human turmoil and tragedy. Distinguished

* Frank Alfred Golder (1877-1929), Russiav-born Iustorian, graduated from
Harvard in 1903 2nd was Coolidge’s pradvate studene until Galder received the
doctorate in 190y, Their paths crossed frequently thereafier, Bath were members
of the Inquiry and the AR.A. staff. Golder became Professor of History at Stan-

ford and first Director of the IJoover Library on War, Revolution and Peace. Thus
he was also a rival collectar in Coolidge’s favorite ficlil.
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professors, confronted with exile and desperate for funds, parted with
their scholarly libraries in the midst of an incredible inflation which
stcadily raised the price of the dollar in relation to the ruble.

Once back 1 the United States, Coohdge had to rely on Golder and
others in the A.R.A. to help himi locate through dealers and private
individuals the scarce volumes he wanted for Harvard. It was a tricky
busincss dealing in unstable rubles. At the rate of 1.5 million rubles to
the dollar, American currency went a long way and Coolidge initially
got good values. On 11 May 1922 he informed Golder:

I have written to Adams [Epbraim Douglas Adams, Professor of History at
Stanford and Dircetor of the Hoover Libracy] suggesting that we give each
other a fitst preference on Russian duplicates. He replies that the Library of
Congress has a first lien on things hought for the Hoover collecetion bur that
he is willing to make an agreement in regavd to things bought with other funds.
I shall writc making this arrangement with him wformally . . . T am delighted
ro heac that our boeoks were duc to leave Russia on April 6th . . . The day ours
reach this library T shall have the fags put up,

I made out a check for $210 accordmg to your dircetions . . .

Burt the economic chaos in Russia had a quick cffect on book prices.
Only a month later (1o June) Golder was tellimg Coolidge;

Prices have gone crazy and you may congratalate voursclf on your pur-
chases. The dollar will now bring three millions, and 2 set of Sturye GGody
were offered me the other day for 600 millions, other books are equally dear
and I am not buying. There is not much to buy anywiy. You need have no
regrets.

To complicate matters, Melgunov, ene of Harvard’s and Stauford’s
chief agents, was thrown in prison for two months. This was all a
mistake, the authoritics claimed, but Mclgunoy decided to be “done
with socialism” and to scll out his socialist collection. He told Golder
that “socialism is dcad . . . at lcast che old socialism.” “The work on
hunting,” Golder reported on 13 August, “can still be had if you are
willing to pay the price, somewhere between forty or fifty dollars
.+ . Everything goes up except the doliar. It has been standing in the
neighborhood of four millions and does not budge at all . . . Because
of the high price of books I am not buying anything except the newer
things and they are the most expensive of all.”

Coolidge, howcever, was always willing to risk money for quality
and since Harvard’s requirements were somewhat broader than those of
the Hogver Library he continued to send lists of his wants to Golder.
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On 2 October 1922 he wrote:

I wonder if there is any chance that our people at Orenburg could pick up
for me a set or any parc of a set of the Trudy Orenburgskoi Uchenoy Avchiviol
Kownssii. The thing ought to be distinetly worth having and we have but one
stray number (22, 1910). You see my appetite for good books remains un-
checked . . . T am afraid I must owe you large sums of money which T shall
be glad to pay ar any time when I know just how and how much.

The regular contacts between Coolidge and his {ormer student
continved until carly 19z6 when the latter returned to the United
States and wrote (in collaboration with Lincoln Hucchinson) his
report on his A.RVA. experience, On the Trail of the Russian Famine
(1927) and in the samie year published his bibliographical summary of
Docunents of Russian Hi istory. (Golder died a year after his mentor.

Collecting in the Taventies

Although Coolidge began 10 1922 te be very actively involved in
the cditing of Foreign Affairs, he kept a major part of his time for the
Labrary and its ever ealarging miussion.  Other than the ubiquitous
Edgar Wells, few adherents of the Library were more active and help-
ful in the 1920s to Coolidge’s acquisitions program than James Bucll
Munn, AB. 1912, Munn first came to Coolidge’s attendon wheo he
was still a graduate student. (He recetved the Ph.D. in philology in
1917.) Through the instance of Kittredge and Greenough, members
of the Library Council, Munn was installed in 1916 as the secrctary of
that body. Although the University’s official catalogue lisced Munn as
secretary lor thlee academic years, in fact he did not serve as such
in 1917—18 and 1918~19 because he was on military duty, first in this
country and then in France. His interest in and helpfulness to the Li-
brary led to his appoinument to the Visiting Comniittee in 192 1. Ifox
the next six years, until Coolidge’s death, the two men had a lively cor-
respondence and many personal contaces,

As a Professor of English at New York University, Munn had a
primary intercst in strengthening Harvard's holdings in sixtcenth- and
seventcenth-century English literature, but building a great scholarly
Hbrary transcended, for him, any special inrerest in book-collecting.
The year 1924—25 had been an undramatic one, but still had brought
its share of triumphs, “We arc living along here much as usual,”
Coolidge told Munn in chanking him for a rare French editon of an
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cssay on literature by Gibbon, dedicated to Lord Shefheld, “The Li-
br’lrv happens to be worse strapped ﬁmncnll) at the moment for the
pulclmsc of books than it has been at any time since I have been con-
neccted with it, but somchow or other we scem to manage to get things,
and things worth while, so T am not complaining too much.” ™ Yet
the following year was a rcal scnsation — the year in which Harvard
inherited the Amy Lowell collection and in which anonymous donors
gave Harvard a collection of the works of John Milton and other
seventeenth-century poctry in memory of Lionel de Jersey Harvard,
AB. 1915, It was a year of stellar at.quismons through the Clawson
sale in New York. All in all, it rivalled in splendor thL yecar 1g15-16,
in which were received 1llc Iarry Elkins Widener collection, che
Robert Gould Shaw collection, and the Fearing collection. In the
absence of a real Friends organization — then not much more than a
hoped-for idea — Wells, Munn, and Coolidge formed an aspiring and
tircless triumvirate, locating boeks, rasing funds and searchmg for
donors. A sclection from Coohdgcs t.orrCspundcncc in this period
provides a record of some of the high moments. Munn was just then
in the final phase of completing his Milton collection for Harvard
and every shipment of seventeenth-century books and pamphlets re-
lating to Milton's cra brought a warm response from Cambridge.
Coolidge told Munn on 30 January 1925:

] have just scen the wonderful ehings which Lowes *** has brought back here
as a gift from you. 1 have also heard Kittredge burble and declare that they

1= A, C, Coolidge ro J. B. Munn, 2 December 1924, Ior the small staff of the
QOrder Departient, 1924-2§ was a p.n‘ucularl)r difficult year, With Alfred Potter
away on sabbatical the burden of ronning the depqrtmcnt fell on “the two Ger-
trudes” — Gertrude Sullivan and Gertiude Shaw. Aiss Shaw, whose responmblht}
was searching titles and approving purchases, then became Coolidge’s night hand in
the area of his greatest concern and pleasure. Bright and early every moraing and
every cvening after hours Miss Shaw was kept busy tn'mg to keep up with the fiuod
of quer:ce and recommendations from Wells and Munn in Mew York. “What are
we going to do tonight?” Coolidge would ask Miss Shaw, and then stand by “like
an errand boy”” whilc she tried ta determine at the highest speed consonant with care
i{f Flarvard had the John Milton items in which Munn and Wells were interested.
(Interview with Gertrude A, Shaw, 5 November 1973.)

™mup heloved alumnus who bore the nanie of his Alma Mater with true humilicy
and distinction,” Lionel de Jersey Harvard (1893-3918) was a lineal descendant of
John Harvard's brother. He graduated from Barvard cum lawde in 1915, As a
Captain in the Grenadier Guards, he was killed by sheilfire at Arras,

¥ John megston Lowes (1867-1045) was Professur of Eugllsh from 1018 to
1930 and I'rancis Lee Higginson Professor from 1930 to his retirement in 1939.
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were just what we wanted most, “everyonce of them a nugget.” It is therefore
not casy for me to thank you adequatcly. These days when there is so much
foolish outery about the Harvard of the future being nothing but a Business
School, T am rather setting my teeth (though 1 am on excellent cerms with and
quite sympathetic to the Business School myself) in the determination to play
the game for all I am worth in keeping up certain ather sides of the jnstitution
with which T am more irumediately concerned. We have got a first rate start
in many respects and we must not Jose it. Such aid as yours is invaluable to us
and a real blessing to Harvard. Need T add chat I feel a glow of personal pleasure
that you are still so loyal to the place . . .

On the same day Munn was writing to Coolidge from his Washing-
ton Square ofhce:

Very few of us can do what we would like because of insufficient financial
means, but I know that the life-long devotion of men like yoursell and Mr.
Wells has madc Harvard whart it is, and I want to help in the library as much
as I can. Just recendy I wrote Mr, Potter about a campaign in the Elizabethan
and Jacobean field for such books, 1f we Jay down a policy for the next twenty
years we ought to have a splendid collection, even though swe receive no out-
side gifts, and of course I know your hopes in that regard.

By mid-Nay Coolidge was full of excitement about the Amy Lowcll
bequest " and wrote enthusiastically to Muan on 21 May, desceribing
a preliminary examination of Miss Lowell’s library:

Potter and I went over the other day to look at the Amy Lowell books. The
Kcats colleetion is of course superb. Therc are, besides, a number of mnteresting
manuseripts. Kipling’s “Without Benefit of Clergy” (to Mrs. Livingston’s de-
light), Mrs. Browning’s “Aurora Leigh,” ctc., and a Jarge number of autograph
letters or things ef the sort which we did not have time to look at in detail,
There is no list or cataloguc of any kind nor 1s the material arranged in any
order except that the most valuable things arc in the safe and a good many of
the best boaks are in one corner of the room. There must be a nearly complete
collection of first editions of Scote (scattered in two or three places) besides
many first Dickens’s, Thackerays, Bardys (in great numbers), Maseficlds, ete.
Woe saw a Milton. Potter thinks it was the eighth title page and that we have it
already, but he was not sure. I ran across Johnson’s own particular copy of
“Rasselas,” ete., ete., ete. liven many of the most commonplace looking hooks
arc Jikely to have the signature of the author in them or be interesting for some
other rcason. The money that we shall get ultimately s to be devoted primarily

* Amy Lowell (1874-1925), the poet sister of President A. Lawrence Lowell,
died on 12 May, leaving the Harvard Library the privilege of selecting from her
personal library any books and manuscripts desired as well as the income from a
fund to purchase items related 10 Miss Lowell’s wide range of literary interest.
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to association books and manuscripts, particularly of pocts. It will amount to
quite a tidy som . . .

On 22 June Coolidge was reporting to Munn a new success in an
catirely fresh direction. “We have bought a lor of Bossuet ac an auc-
tion sale in New York,” he told his eager New York friend. “In fact we
got so much that the man who got almost all the rest has Jost intercst
and offers to sell us his, which we shall buy if we do not have to give
up much more than our original bids. This puts us on the map for
another author. We have also ordered a large number of Italian com-
plete sets dealing with things in general, but particularly the Fine
Arts . . . If we ger them we shall soon be nearly as strong in Italian
periodicals as in I'rench and German.” Coolidge added the news that
Johu B. Stetson, Jr.,™ Harry Widener’s friend, who had just been
appointed to the United States mumistry in Helsinki,

tells us to go ahead and order any Portuguese material that we want at his ex-
pense, At our own, I have conmissioned him to pick up a lot of 16th and 17th
century French literature . . . in Paris on the way to his post in Finland. He
wanted to do this before but we refused on grounds of poverty. He has, how-
ever, been so successful in a previous purchase of this kind and is se important
a person to he on good terms with thar I told him to go ahead chis rime, I mean
to use Stillman moncey and perhaps Friends of the Library to help out . .,

On 27 Junc Munn again sent Coolidge (as he had in a handwritten
note of 1z June) intelligence he had gathered regarding alumm sup-
port of the Yale Library:

Here is some possip if 1 have not already written you, The other day I was
mtreduced at the Brick Row Book Shop as of New York University, In look-
ing over some books I saw one which should have been in the Library and 1
seid to the head man— an Eli — why not put this in Yale? Then he blew up
and said that while an occasional man had helped the Yale Library in the past
there was no coordination and that 1t was a hit or miss policy —all of which
I took in and hand on to you for what yeu will, with the addition that we will
all play the Dutch game if you want it. I'll be giad to get the carly plays as
they arise . . . T belicve we are going to organize here a very sensible auxiliary
for your plans in the friends of the libracy . . .

Munn had waxed enchusiastic about the Amy Fowell collectton and

**One¢ of the most steadfast Library supporeers in Coolidge's time was John B.
Stetson, Jr., AB. rgo6. Though a busy foreign service officer, he was an interested
and regular contributor to the Library, working to build a distinguished collection
of Luso-Brazilian materials in memory of his Portuguese stepfather, the Count of
Santa Fulalia. He frequently served Coolidge as a book scout in Europe,
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bequest. On 23 June he told Coolidge, “You could feel justified
spending $10,000 or more for a Caxton Chaucer if the need arose.
Somue iterus we shall not get without paying high for them.” Munn in-
formed Coolidge that he had arranged to have his father, Dr. Jobn
Munn, give Idarvard anonymously a first cdition of Milton’s Comrus
“in memary of Lioncl de Jersey Harvard” on the tenth anniversary of
thic Jatter’s graduacion.,

The summer of 1925 passed without appreciable dampening of
Munn’s ardor, “T've done another fool thing, perhaps,” he wrote 1o
Coclidge on 18 September, “in purchasing the Conrad notebooks, but
I'd like to start up an interest in the modern field. There are many
Harvard collectors of contemporary literature and we want to get them
looking our way. 1'm against mss. as much as you arc, but by this we
may swing a finc Conrad library in the near future.”

A month later, on 19 October, Munn was giving Coolidge advance
warning to expect a package of seventeenth-century poetry. “When it
is entered in the Library books, T think it had better be entered not as my
gift but as a gift from the Friends of the Library. 1 am going to try
to raisc most of the money to pay for this last batch, beeause I think
it will be a good thing to have our Library contributed to in this field
by a number of people.” .

Munn’s package of “Caroline poctry,” Coolidge told his fricnd on
22 Qctober, “takes away not only the breath of mysclf but of all the
ather people who look at its contents, and hardly have 1 got over gasp-
ing than you begin to talk about Chancer.” Pouter’s ill health was
making it difficult for Coolidge to find somconc to help in the ordering,
and he commented to Munn “the face thac Mr. Lane remarks without
too obvious regret, ‘we shall send off much fewer catalogue orders’
does not entirely soothe me.” Coolidge’s delight over Munn’s gifts led
him to reflect to his friend the next day, “Onc thing that becomes
clearcr and clearcr to me is that we must somehow or other have a
Jibrarian or curator in charge of the Treasure Room and its anncxes,
that is to say of all the rarc books in the Library with the cxception of
the Widener collection,”

On 24 October 1925 Munn sent Coolidge suggestions as to how to
organize the effort to advance “our present nceds and plans for the
library” — more lists of wanted hooks in the ficld of sixteenth- and
seventcenth-century English lirerature, allocation of special fields to
intercst graduates and faculty, enlarging the Friends of the Library.
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He went on:

Let me again tell you how absolutely correct your idea of the Dutch collec-
tion is.)% I have had occasion to investigate the price of Middle Dutch bhoolks,
and while they are very reasonable now, 1 do not believe char they will con-
tinue to be so. We ought ro make that killing within the next five years . . .
I am artempting to get rogerher some money for the Library from [riends of
mine, the tangible object being to provide §6,000 to purchase some LElizabethan
quartos which we have here on consignment . . .

: Mr. Wells . . . remarked to me . . . that onc thing he would like to do for
the library some day would be to serve as sceretary to the Library Council, and
help build up the Friends of the Library, the Yist of Harvard collectors, and our
list of desiderata in many fields. Of course, T believe that most Harvard men
who arc interested in boaks have a deep admiration for Mr. Wells, and would
be glad to help him in this position. Bot I also realize that his present occupa-
tion malkes him fcel that many people would regard him as rather guileful in
taking on such a position.

All the above merely goes to show you that I am deeply, if not mtelligently
interested. At present, ] think the Milton collection is pretey well on toward
completion as far as the expensive items arc concerned. It shouldnt take more
than §$500. a year to clean up cverything else. 1 will work along on 17rh cen-
tury poccry until you get someone else who is deeply interested o r, and then
I will be glad to take hold anywhere you want in English Jiceravure . . .

Your letters have made mie rcalize the momentum which the library has
gained, and we can't afford to losc it . . . T have never been as much impressed
with the importance of a grear library for a university as I am today, and it
seems to e that such a library cannot be built up by the effores of a few people
as thoroughly as it can by the attack of a large number over a large front.

As was his habit, Coolidge responded promptly to Munn's comiments
in a long letter on 27 Ocrober — what he sometimes called “a talkee-
talkee letter on a number of subjects.”

Your letters are always stimulating and your last is particularly so and sug-
gestive in several respects. 1shall begin by taking it up point by point and shall
wander therefrom as the ideas happen to come into my head,

% The Dutch collections in history and literature were very largely inspired by
Coolidge and to a considerable extent financed through him. They were small in
size uneil 1906 when an anonymous gift made possibile substanrial purchases of his-
wwrical perindicals, socicty publications, and lacal history. The history coliccnon
was given in honor of John Lothrop Motley, A.B. 1831, the historian, and Coolidge’s
dream was to see it solidly endowed as a Motley Memorial. Coolidge also worked
hard to build the rather sparse colleetion of Dutch literature, noted for the plays of
the Renaissance dramatist Voadel and the nincteenth-ceatury playwright Dekker
(Multatuli), and he importuncd cvery Dutch-inclined alumnus he could think of to
help with the project.
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We need lists and a great many of them, the more the better. Years ago
] discussed wich boch Harrassowitz and Hiersemann ¥ the fact chac their cata-
logues tended to become less and less use to us owing to the ever smaller pro-
portion of things they contained which we wanted and did not have. They
agreed with me but asked what I had to suggest, to which T ceuld make no
reply. Lists are the best substitute for the decreasing value of any bue the spe-
cial book-seller's catalogue, The trauble is rhat they take time and work on the
part of an expert. We have no such paid experts and can only graly enthusias-
tically whencver we can find an amateur whe is willing to help us out. Of
course one difficulty is the lack of knowledge in our staff. T may have told you
that when I went through the list of the personnel of the then Royal Library
in Berlin, I counted nearly fifty people who had the title of Ph.J). or something
equivalent to it. [ have no doubt they were miserably paud and many of them
less competent than our Library School graduates but they did represeit an
impressive mass of available knowledge which could be called upon for all sorts
of things. American conditions preclude that.

2. Only a small proportion of the members of the faculty arc of any real
assistance in ordering books. The others you can’t cither drive or persvade to
do any work for you. The cffort is wasted and produces little but vexation of
the spirit. This seems to be a matter of temperament more than anything clse.
Some of the best scholars have no practical interest in building up in their own
fields collections beyond what they and their students actually need. For in-
stance in ancicnt history, l"crguson 160 j5 g thoroughly compctent man and a
good fellow with whom I have been on friendly terms for years, and yet though
I regard our ancient history as heing perhaps the only collection in history in
the Library that is second rate, T have never been able to stir l'mguqon up to
do anything about it and I have ceased trying. All onc can hope for is that in
each department therc will be at least one man who is keen about adding to
our resources and when we find such a one we give him all we can. I wonder
what the total of books ordered by Kittredge in the last thircy years would
foot up to, '

3. The institution of curators has been a success cven if you admit that sev-
cral of them have done nothing at all. The principle T have gone on is not that
of having a lot of subjccts and appointing a number of people who would prab-
ably do very litetle about them, but whenever I have known someone who |
thought would take a real intercst and be helpful T have created a subject for
him. LEwven as it is, [ would checrfully drop half the curators 1 have, In some
instances they are peoPIc who have actually asked for the place and have never
done -znvthmg about it afterwards. In others my guess has turned out wrong
and yet in both cases the men themselves would feel hure if 1 were to suggest
to them that they mercly lumbeced up a list shich I should like ta keep small

W Karl W. Hiersemann of Leipzig supplicd the Library with Faropean publica-
tions in the period from 18yc to 1928,

@ William Scott Ferguson, then Professor of Ancient History, later McLean
Professar of Ancient and Modern History,
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in order to give it distinction. In spite of my desire, however, not to have too
many names I am always ready to appoint a new curator offhand when 2 good
onc turns up. T should not at all object to having several for English literature
and would snap at the chance to make you curator for the seventcenth century
or anything clse if you cared to ACCEPE the pOSitiOn. I{, however, we had sev-
cral curators for different periods of Tnglish liceracure, I think the centraliza-
tion might perhaps be better done by someone fike Lowes who is actually in
the department and interested.

4- I quite agree as to the necessity of tying up the interests of men whe arc
bookish and who have made collections. If we had what I should like to have,
a man here of rhe right sort whose full time should be devated te knowing
about and looking after the rare hooks, he would be the person to keep track
of all such things.

5. As vou know, T am enthustastic for the scheme for the institution of
Friends of the Library but have so far been stumped in finding the right person
to head it. T still think he should be a New Yorker, but 1 have not got much
farther than that.

.+« at Jast the appraisers have released their hold and yesterday and today
our portion of the Amy Lowell library has been brought over here. There s
u_rraml) sotne wonderful waterial in it and T am waking up to new interest
and activity

1 shall end uff ulth a promising bit of news that is making me quite cheerful.
Roland Morris of Philadelphia (a Princeton graduate) has seen Edward Bok 1
as to the possibility of founding a John Lothrop Motley Memorial Collection
in the Library of works on Dutch and Flemish bistory, literature and art. The
sum 1 suggested was $100,000. Morris writes me that the suggestion mct with

a very favorable reception but that Dok said he had certain large commicments
in connection with the League of Peace and the World Court which tied his
hands for the moment, but Morris thinks that after the Senate debate, if all has
gone well and if we have joined the Court, Bok will probably come to the
point. 1 am writing to bim teday. I have told Lowes and Wells about this but
don’t want the news to go any further.

Munn decided to take the plunge on 23 October and wrote to
Coolidge that he had decided to have the Caroline poets charged to
his account and to take all the Friends of the Library money that he
could get and allocate it o $6,000 worth of late Elizabethan plays. All
this beneficence made Coolidge want to give Munn a curatorship of
English literature in the Library but Munn rcplled on 28 October that
he preferred *“to be free to do whatever is necessary to do without
title.” Later in the ycar, with Coolidge’s knowledge, President Lowell

# Tndward William Bok (1863-1930), Dutch-born cditor, author, and philandiro-
pist, came from a family which included a King’s minister, an adiiral, and a Chicf
Justice. Derek Curtis Bok, 25th President of Harvard, is his grandson,
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made an attemipt to woo Munn from New York University for a per-
manent position with the Library, but here again Munn declined,

largely becausc of his responsibility tow-ud his clderly parents. He
hoped “to be usefu! in a smaller w ay.”

Then on 20 November 1925 there came from Munn to Coolidge a
letrer which surely now deserves to be on the publlc record, although
during his Lifetinie Munn kept his great interese in the ler'u y a rcla-
tively secret matter between him and those in the Harvard hierarchy
who would naturally come to know jr.2%

When [ started some time ago to complete, if possible, the Harvard collection
of the work of John Milton, I carried it on with my own resources, and thought
that litcle needed to be donc. As you know the scope of the collection has
grown until it embraces the field of scventeenth eentury poctry, and probalily
will take a lifetime to complete, if thac is possible. Morcover the means at my
disposal would not be adequate to do what is necessary.

You probably are not aware that my parents shared with me a deep affection
for Lianel Harvard. Accordingly, when the Milton Collection grew, they of-
fered to help, and the major part of the collection represents their aid. At fiest
{ thought that only a few of the minor seventeenth century poets would be
needed, but today I have had the plessure of forwarding to the Library some
of the treasures of the period insofar as poctry is concerned,

It is therefore my wish slightly to alter the plan of the collection. As the
boakplates have not been placed in the books, I should like the entire collection
of Milton, and of seventcenth century poetry to be entered as in memory of
Lionel de Jersey Harvard. Mr. Potter designed a heautiful bookplate, leaving
ofl the namc of the denor. Pleasce substitute that plate for the one bearing my
rniame, and cause to have entered on the private records of the library thar chese
gifts are made by Dr. and Mrs. John P. Alunn and their son James Munn 1912,
in memory of Lionel de Jersey Harvard. It is an anonymous gift as far as the
public are concerned,

Today, as | looked at the record of these pifts and the great poets they
represented, I felt as never before how closely they expressed our affection for
lionel. He seemed to us and still seems the ideal embodiment of Faoglish young
manhood.

It 1s impossible to close this letter without cxpressing to you how much the
collection owes to Mr. Wells. Jr will be an oft repeated tale to you, but 1t 1s
only a new example of his devorion to Harvard. Without his ever {ricndly and
judicious guidance T would never have been able to undertake the work. It is

™ S0 modest was Munn about bis affcetion for the Library thar he did not ‘even
mention a library connection — not even his membership on the Visiting Committee
—in any of his autoblographical comments for the various reports of his College
Class of 1gr2.
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my wish and that of my parents that you know of this as a most significant
part of the pife,

Four days after this magnificent letter Munn was back at Coolhdge
with more ideas concerning library strategy. Rare [Zlizabethan plays on
the London market were his particular concern. He belicved that with
$10,000 to $20,000 Harvard could make a great ampact m “shalimg
down” plays “which exist in pockers” in the hook market. “Do you
know anyone whom you could knock down,” he asked, “or . . .
anyenc whom we counld knock down for youn.”

When I started work upon the Milron and Caroline collections, T saw that
two courses of action were possible: to collect a few hooks a year over a long
period, or to make a sudden smaslhi to clean up reserves on the market now, and
then buy up slowly whatever came. I believe the sccond method is preferable
and less expensive, although at first you have ro spend quite a bit of money.
FFor example, if anything happened to me now, you would have practically. all
the great books of poctry of the 17th century in their original editions. What
remains to be added is a long and scatrering list of raritics, many of which have
httle intrinsic value. T would like to sce some method of making a similar smash
on the play situation within the next two months . . .

In aletrer of 30 November Coolidge was quick to take Munn up on
his offer to help with a group of sixteenth- and seventcenth-century
Dutch plays — “stray ones we can look alter ourselves but {for a con-
sidcrable batch we might be glad of assistance.” Commenting on
Munn's strategic sugpestions, he agreed:

Of course you are entirely right as to the way in which a great colleetion of
books should be buile up under the present eircumistances. First get the big
essentials and then steadily and patiently fill in wll your result is really imposing.
The only thing that worries me is how to find the $20,000. I talked to Harold
Murdock 2% about it the other day and though he hemmed and hawed a good
deal, he promised to interest himscll in the matter and o speak to onc or two
people . . . I spoke of the need of getting $12,000 which was the fipure given
me by Wells, and should not venture at once to raise the amount to $20,000.
Murdock thought we might mzake good use of a remark of Lowes’s the other
day that except for our lack of Shakespeare quartos, he thought if we could
get the plays now in Wells’s hands, we nced vot fear comparison with the Eliza-
bethan Club ac Yale. It would be amusing ro equal them on theiv choicest

** Harold Murdock (1862-1934), the scholarly former Boston hanlker, served as
Director of the Harvard University Press from 1920 uncl his death, Je was the
father of Kenneth Ballard Murdock, A.B. 1916, I'rancis Lee TTigginson Professor of
English Literature from 1939 to 1964.
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specialty. To come back to what you say, all I can promise is to keep my eyes
as wide open as [ can, ta jump at any chance | see, and never Lo despair.

For Munn, m this cra of opportunity, onc fresh vista simply led co
another, Wells reported 1o Coolidge on 30 November that Munn had
ordered all the books in Lllis’ List IX ' which were not aleeady in
the Harvard Library, 2 total of some forty tides. “He is ready to move
on the broadest front and it is important that we should enlist other
men to advance on other scctions of the front,” Wells asserted. Cool-
idge assured Wells on 3 December that he would “begin to worry
Charlie Coolidge ' before long.” “My powers of epistolary gratitude
are quite used up as far as LB.NL is concerned,” Coolidge confessed.

Overwhelmed by this new evidence of Munn’s enthusiasm, Coolidge
inquired of Wells just how definitc Munn was about keeping the
source of his gifts a sceret. Wells responded on ¢ December that
“NMunn wishes to preserve his anonymity as far as any public state-
ments go. e certainly does nort wish to preserve it from the President
of the University, members of the Corporation, or other parties ar in-
terest.”  Accordingly Coolidge wrote to Lowcell the following day
that he hoped the President would make a point of speaking to Munn
when he saw him at the annual dinner of the Harvard Club of New
York, and tell him “under what deep obligations we are to him.”
Caoalidge noted, “We shall soon have received from him and his family,
which means nf course at botrom from himself, something like $60,000
worth in the lasc six months and he is full of {1{:13 zcal and the intenoon
of contributing in the future to building up our collections, particularly
n Iinglish literature of the seventeenth century. It is being done as a
memorial to Lionel de Jersey Harvard, but the donors prefer to remain
anonymous, a¢ Jeast to the general public. Munn is the most modest
person m the world.”

A Philesophy of Collecting

16d hC"

In ecarly December 1925 the cataloguce for the Clawson sale

T he London booksellers,

** Charles A. Coolidge, the University's architectural consultant and an old friend
of the Library, had been appuinted chairman of the Visiting Committee as of 1 July
1925.

" The sale of the great library of John L. Clawson, distinguished particularly for
its books printed in England before 1640, took place at the Anderson Galleries in
New York, beginning on 20 May 1926,

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 2 (April
1974)



220 Harvard Library Bulletin

came 2 matter of great concern to Wells and Munn, as well as to
Coolidge. The task of going over the catalogue on the evening of ¢
December with Fdgar Wells inspired Muon to {urcher thoughts about
collecting books for a university, which he sct down in some detail
the nexe day in a letter to Coolidge:

The wealthy connoisseur usually makes his collection in literature rather than
in the litcrature and history of a periad . . . As he wishes to have somucthing
to show for his money, he strives for well known items, and for those which
are rare because few exist, rather than for those which have intrinsic literary

. worth. From what I have seen af greac collecrions in the past five vears, 1 feel
sure that few connoisseurs really know rheir libraries, but have them formed
for them by dealers or by their own librarian upon the basis of whar will make
the best show, Berween oursclves, if a man intelligently undertood his collec-
tion and {formed it for its intrinsic worth to himsclf, he wouold not scll it; it
would be part of his life, and would pass from him only with his death.

A corollary of these beliefs lies in rhe knowledge that dealers araificially
stinulate interest in certain periods where first copies of an em cxist, and
where the item has the value of being well known and rather aged. I have
naticed that when there is no other way of keeping up the interest, the cdition
of an item is divided into “states,” as much moncy being obtained for one state
as would normally be obrained for any capy of the cdition. This is distinctly
unintelligent, t& my way of thinking, wnless a man is prepared to work out
bibliopraphical detils of printing, etc,

A university library ought to be glad te have all the items of a great collec-
tion of a connoisseur, hut it should [not] stop there, In my opinion, because con-
noisseurs’ collections arc not based upon scholarly knowledge, upon a desire [or
comnpletencss, and upan 2 recognition of the necessity for uniting history with
litcrature. 1 will give you a casc in point. There is not a connoisseur's collection
which I know of which considers that the r7th century poet, Lovelace, has
more than two items — namely, the 1640 Tucasta, and the 1660 Posthumous
Poems. On the other liand, 1 know of at least three boaks not under the name
of Lovelace which contain poeery of his, and which any collection should have
to be complete. It would be possible for me to point out many other analogics,
and you will af course recall many in the field of history. My fecling, there-
fore, about the university collections in litcrature is that we must not merely
get the great and showy collections of the connoisseurs, but that we must build
up in the otlier significant history and literature of a period, as we shall be
enabled to do through the scholarly rescarches of our facuity.

A corollary of this belief is that while a connoisscur usually has rEprints
made of his rare books, you cannot obtain reprints of genuinely significant
contemporary material which has not been raised to an artificral value by the
connoisscur and the bool dealer.,

: Consequently, in the 17th century, while I propasc to get eventually as many
of the rarc items from the point of view of the connoisseur as possible, 1 feel
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it more significant for the university, and 2 morce unique contribution to get
equally significant buc Iess known items which reveal che life of the time and
complete our knowledge of the literary work of the period, No private col-
lector docs this; cvery university collector should.

Acknowledging receipt of a “fresh bateh” 7 of Munn’s “wonderful
Christmas present”™ on 23 December, Coolidge directed himself to com-
meat on Munn’s ideas of collecting for a university. Coolidge wrote:

] think we arc quite agreed as to the general principles on which a universicy
library ought te be bullt up. As you know, 1 have always bcelieved in borh
qualiry and quantity, accepring cheerfully everything that comes our way but
doing my hest to guide carefully the cxpenditure of whatever funds I control
or when 1 have any influence on the purchases of others. Tam ar onc with you
as o the necessity of background and filling in. A collection of a single author,
no matter how splendid, cannot give his real significance for this cannot be
understood without knowledge of his sources, of the influences which sur-
rounded him and affected him and the results he produced on the minds of
others. There is much truth, too, in the fact you point our that writings which
are neither great nor fashionable stand little chance of being reprinted cven

when of considcrable value, Therefore the originals are all the more necessary
for us.

Munn conceived the not very practical idea thac lacking another
donor, Mrs. Rice might be persuaded to purchase the Clawson collec-
tion en bloc and merge it with Harry Widener's collection.!™ “Her
son’s collection is significant as an admiirable beginning, rather than as
a rounded achievement,” Munn said. Such a “beautiful and touching
memorial” could Hlustrate what Harry Widener “personally could
have done.” Coolidge was not about to irritate Mrs, Rice with an
approach of this kind. In the end, with a collective effore from New
Yorlk — backed by $40,000 in contributions from Munn, William A.
White, A.B, 1863, J. Pierpont Morgan, A.B. 1889, Ernest BB. Dane,
A.B. 1892 and Thomas W. Lamont, A.B. 1892 — the [Harvard Library
made an impressive showing with the Clawson books, leading Coolidge
to reflect on the successes of the year 1925—26 in a letter to Munn on
10 June 1926:

Now that the music and the shouting of the Clawson sale have died, one can
look back at the results more calmly. 1 don’t find thac tme diminishes my ap-

7 “Some twenty items, including The Domestick Intelligencer, eight revolution-
ary items, a Milton which is being returned as a duplicare and a couple of volumes
of Conrad.”

* 1. B, Munn wo A. C. Coolidge, 10 December 125,
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preciafion of what we obtained there, Considering that we already had half
the items in the Clawson catalogue, an addition of 130 represents a very good
result, but it isn't merely the Chawson sale we have to look back upon, it is the
total result for the last year and dhis is really big. T have a fecling of wanting
to get away and chink it over and get it clwcstcd in my gmcrql conception for
rhe lel.lrv in its future, a conception whmh as you know is capable of linutless
extension. Compqrcd with what we have got for scventeenth CClltUI} England,
other acquisitions scem almosc insignificant. At the same time Poteer’s purchascs
in Italian and French licerature are notable in themselves, the additions in the
fine Arts are preeey considerable, and there have been a good many nice things
hiere and there. Did T oeell you that I have made a sccond attempt on Bok for
Dutch ]nstow and literature and got thrown down very nlCClV but more de-
cisively than befores 1 won't say J am discouraged but I am baflled for the time
bemg, The idea of a John Lnthrop Motley collection is too good a one to he
dr0ppcd Some Dutchman ought to take it up, and there is no onc I know in
the class wirh Bali, but there we are. 1 have had similar dreams in mind on a
small seale for Scandinavia but luck has not played my way in chat respect . . .

Looking back on a remarkable year, Coolidge could well tell che
Prestdenc in his annual report that the new acquisitions “alone would
constiture one of the notable libraries in America.” Coolidgc declared;

The increase in number of volumes has not been unduly greac according to
our recent standards, but judged by their moncy valuc, which though not a
scholarly test gives an idea of their rarity and the way they arce sought after,
we have had a year which can only be matched by the one in which we were
given the Harry Xking Widener, the Fearing I'mglmq] and the Shaw collee-
tions, Besides L(,eplnrr up with our normal growth in many directions, we have
made a nunber of notable acquisitions in such subjects as carly Prench and
Italian literature and the Fince Arts; but cverything clse is thrown into the shade
by the additions which have been made to our already rich possessions in the
field of English literatore . . .

The result of all these benefactions makes a splendid total for which we arve
devoutly grateful, bue it should be remembered that all such works can come
only from benefactions and from a few small special funds . . 152

All che while that he was urging on his enthusiastic {riends, Coolidge
in his quiet way was contributing impressive sums annually to help
with purchasing and cataloguing. In 1924-25 came $7,200 from him
for books and §3,500 for administration. In 1925—26 he gave $6,400 for
books and $3,850 {or administration. T'he scope of his library gifrs
ranged from Russian history and fine arts to French local history, In

w Report of Arehibald Cary Coolidge, Director of the Untversity Library, 1926,
pp- 1-2.
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1926-27 Coolidge contributed $2,800 for periodical sets, French
paetry, and worls on Russian art, as well as $3,550 for administrative
expenscs. In lus final year as irecror, Coolidge gave $2,470 for books
on Irench history and Russian art.

The last rwo yecars with the Library were overshadowed by Cool-
idge’s concern tor obeaining the Fernando Palha libracy of Portuguese
history and literarure and the Jibrary of Count Alfred Boulay de I
Meurthe relaring to the French Revolution and the reign of the first
Napolcon. |

“My most immcdiate worry,” he told Munn on 8 January 1926,
“is the Palha collection. It takes a good deal of assurance on my part to
tell Stetson that we can guarantee $75,000 when I have nething but
pretty uncertain hopes to fall back on, and yet ] am cernbly cempeed.”
Ever the optimist, Munn urged him on (11 January 1926), ecmphat-
ically. advising, “§75,000 scems a lot to risk on raising for the Palha
collection, but I should certaindy da so. The thing te do is to get these
coliections avhen they come up, for they cannot be duplicated. 1f an
cm(,rg(,nu,f arose everyone would help out. I beheve that you are in

a position now to get such colleetions and chac the graduates will
help sy o TR

Munn, who had just presented a Bunyan item to the Library, warnced
Coolidge on ¢ January 1927, “Don’t let the Ronsard coliection get
away from you. If you call on a number of people 1 feel sure they
would help. We know that for five years we can get good French
books, but we must nail down the 16th & 17th centurics now.”

As for the Boulay de la Meurthe Xibrary (10,000 volumes and 30,000
pamphlets), this was an opportwity not to be demed. The owner, a
grandson of the Minister of Culture under Napoleon 1, had been an
historian of the Concordat, and his four-room library of religious and
political history of the Revolution and Empire contained few dupli-
cates on [darvard’s shclves, despite the wigorous collecting which
Coolidge had pushed forward, Coaolidge wrote to Munn on 10 I'ch-
ruary 1927:

The chance scemed a remarkable one. The pamphlets alonc must have a
great mass of valuable material and as our already existing collection of French
history deals chicBy with political and military affairs, the duplicates ought not

to be too many. The price {Bowoo francs) struck Potter and myself as a de-
cidedly Jow one. We accordingly determined to risk the venturc, trusting to

1, B. Munn ta A, C, Coolidge, 11 January 19:6.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 2 (April
1974)



224 Harvard Library Billetin

get back a considerable part of the expense by the sale of duplicates and to
managc the rest somchow.

In the end Coolidge money helped bring the collection to Harvard,
just as Coolidge’s generosity had secured two collectons of Revolu-
tionary EFrench new Spapers some months before. Tt was thus par-
tcularly htting thac in 1937, three years after his death, anonymous
gifts made possible the acquisition of the 3,500 volumes and pamphlets
of the Aulard library of French Revolutionary and post-Revolution-
ary subject matter as a memorial to Coolidge.

There were problems other than building the collections which
caused Coolidge much concern during the final years of his tenure,
‘The reading rooms were filled almost to the imie of their comfortable
capacity, profcssms were waiting for studies, many graduate students
could not have stalls to themsclves, top-floor working space had begun
to c¢ncroach on the “through passages used by sight-scers,” The
stacks were nearly full. In his report for 1922—-23 Coolidge pointed
to the fact that “not four percent of the rows are wholly vacant ro act
as a reserve.” He warned that “before many years we shall be in
urgent neced of making use of our two stack floors in the cellar which,
though austere as a place of study and not quite so easily reached from
the desk as the floors above the ground, will make an excellent store-
house. Unfortunately, the mere cquipping them with shelves and the
other requisites will probably cost about $75,000, a fact we shall have
to face some day.” This same warning he repeated in his next annual
report, 1923—24, and the subsequent one. e hoped thar Mrs. Rice
(the former Mrs. Widencr) might take note of the need and fill it, but
he was prepared if necessary to issuc a more general appeal. While Mrs.
Rice and her tamily had plO‘.’ld(.d in 1920 a $150,000 fund for the
Library’s anoual administrative expenses, Coolidge constandy  be-
moancd the fact that he and President Lowell had never struck a bar-
aain with Mrs. Rice for a maintenance fund. “It costs 25,000 a ycar
just to keep this place cleaned,” he confided sadly to one of his graduate
students. But space for people, and cspecially books, had to take
precedence.

“I am puzzling over what I had bercer put in Iy £CPOLt this year,”
he divulged to Wells on 14 Scprember 1925. “We have been in
Widener for ten years and it would secem to be a good moment to in-

"t Interview with William L, Langer, 31 October 1973.
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dulge in smug rerrospection at the same time as 1 piteous appeals for
the future. T must touch the heart of the graduate without angering
Mrs. Rice.”

Was there hope of interesting any other large donors in the Library’s
physical needs? Coolidge had added William L. Clements to the Visit-
ing Committee with some such purposc in mind, but Clements had not
atcended the organizational meeting of the Friends of the Library and
was spending so much on his library jn Michigan “that it is no usc
looking to him for something large anywhese else,” Coolidge told Wells
realistically. “The question is now where next to torn, for we need
badly as soon as possible a special building for our treasures here. |
belicve nothing would help us more in the acquisinen of just such
things as we have been getting latcly and confirm us jn our superiority
to almost all rivals in this ficld.” This special building for rarc hooks
and manuscripts cventually came into being in 1942, when the Hough-
ton Library was opened.

(To he contintred)

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 2 (April
1974)



CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE

Wirniant BENTINCR-Snirn has edited the Harvard Alwnni Bulletin (1946- |
1954) and The Hurvard Book, which was published by the Harvard University |
Press in 1953; be was Assistant to the President of ITarvard University (1954-
1971 ), and is now Publication Associate in the Development Office of the Uni-
versity and Honorary Curator of Type Specimens and Letter Design in the !
Harvard College Libravy.

M. M. MeDowerr, wha was graduated from Harvard College in 1972, is now
working for a doctorate in English lirerature ar Brandes.

Roxarp Prisicav, Assistant Professor in che Department of English in Central
Michigan University at Mount Pleasant, has contributed articles to a number of
literary and philological journals and collections,

MicuarL WEsr has recently moved from Wesleyan University o the Depari- |
ment of English in the University of Pitesburgh; his Harvard dissertation, in |
1965, was on Dryden, buc American literature has been the subjecr of most of
his published arncles,

RoserT LeE WoLrr, Coolidge Professor of History at Harvard, combines teach-
ing and research on the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires with a long-standing
Interest in the nincteenth-century English novel; his books on the latter subject
inciude The Golden Key: A Study of the Fiction of George MacDonald (Yale
University Press, 1961), Strange Stories, published by Gambit, Inc., of Boston
in 1971, and Sensarional Viciorian: The Life and Fiction of Mary Elizabeth |
Braddon, which will be issued by the same publisher later this year. |

232

S ™ e e c—

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 2 (April
1974)



