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Mrs. Matthew Arnold:

Some Considerations and Some Letters
Patrick J. McCarthy

HE marriage of Matthew Arnold has commonly been re-

garded as a kind of falling off, the troubled lover of

Marguerite sinking into the respectable husband of Frances

Lucy Wightman. Thirty-scven years of marriage, six chil-
dren, and 2 set of relatives cannot compete for romantic interest with
2 Gallic, blue-cyed beauty morc than half-hidden from our cyes. A
Marguerite might have made Arnold a loving and loyal wife, as Miss
Wightman did; and their marriage, just possibly, might have been a
happy one, as his marriage proved to be. Bur Miss Wightman -— or
Flu, as he called her —did for Arnold what a Margueritc certainly
could not do: she gave him the kind of stable family life he was used
to and without which his busy, well-ordered, and productive carcer
would not have been possible. Or rather, to be entirely fair to Mar-
guerite, we should say that since his marriage to Fin took an assured
position within the accepted Victorian social scheme, it gave him 2
conscquent sensc of strength and of belonging.

Such unions may be relatively safe and predictable, but they arc not
thercfore always dreary and unromantic, and Arnold’s marriage was
neither. Afrer all, it partook so much of the same emotional fire as
his love for Marguerite that scholars have difhculty deciding whether
the French or the English pirl is the subject of certain poems. If we
have to search his letters for scattered references to his love for Fiu,
it is only because she modestly edited out many personal references.
In his unpublished diaries he refers to her always as “dear” or “dear-
cst’”’ Flu, and his devotion to her was such as to make G, W, E. Rus-
sell, who kncw both, refer to the marriage as a Jong honcymoon.!
When we also remember that his niece, Mrs, Humphry Ward, spoke
of the sunshine of his married home, and when we assess even what

*G, W. E. Russell, Matthew Arneold (New York, 1904), p. viii.
185
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the heavily-edited published correspondence reveals, it becomes clear
that Arnold loved his wife, enjoyed her company, and missed her
when they were apart.®

We have more than a little general testimony about the kind of
woman she was. Blanche Smith, Arthur Clough’s fiancée, met her in
1853 and found her “a bit Belgravian,” which I suppose means that
she was conscious of her position somewhere in the upper middle
class and even insistent on it. But Miss Smith also said that she was
“nice,” a conclusion Clough himself came to when he agreed with
Arnold’s description of her as “a charming companion.”? Arnold
was pleascd with how readily his family took to her and she to them,
and Stanley notcd that marriage had toned down Arnold’s lesser faults.
Mrs. Humphry Ward, who knew her over many years, referred to
her as “a dear and graciovs lady.” * Longfellow told Mrs. Fields in
1871 how much he liked Mrs, Arnold, “a mast lovely person.” ® Ten
ycars later, Charles Eliot Norton noted how entirely Mrs, Arnold won
the hearts of his girls, and in the next decade it was Sarah Qe Jewetr
who described her as “just as dear as ever.” ¢

More precise evidence of the kind of woman she was is harder to
come by. Arnold himself tells us that Flu was not a litcrary person
nor an intellectual — “entirely free {rom the taint of letters,” was his
way of putung it. Unlike ber hushand, she had always atrended
church regularly, but their difference in views seemed not cssential
to her: “Matt is a good Christian at bottom” was her way of putting
it.” It is also clear from what Arnold says that his wife was something
of a waorricr, worricd about the reception of his writings, worried
about sca travel, and of course worried about their eldest son, Tom,
who was never quite well. She seems also to have been efficient, at
least to the extent of managing the details of her household through
dozens of moves from house to house, from Fox How in the holidays,
to London for the season, to their suburban houses at other times, and

“For a summary of this evidence see L. K. Chambers, Martbew Arnold (Oxford,
1047), Pp- 12-14, 123-124.

*A, H. Clough, Cerrespondence (Oxford, 1957), I, 2915 11, 425 note,

¢ Mrs. Humphry Ward, 4 Writer's Recoliections (London, 1918), p. 52.

® Annic Fields, Authaors and Friends (RBoston and New York, 1924), p. 55.

¢ Chatles Lliot Norton, Letters (Boston and New York, 19:3), 1, 166-167; Sarah
Ozne Jewett, Letters {(Boston and New York, 19i11), p. 96.

" Alan Harris, “Matthewr Arnold, the ‘Unknown Years,
CXIIL {1933 ), s09; Chambers, Matthew Arnold, p. 104.

1

Nineteenth Century,
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AMrs. Matthew Arnold: Some Considerations 387

in and out of the residences of her parents in London and Teddington.
But of course she had the help of servants, and Arnold was the master
of the aflairs of the family, the manager of all money matters, the
maker of family dccisions, and its contact with the great world.

What e have lacked thus far is the kind of insight into Frances
Luey Wightman that personal letters can give. Small caches of her
letters are held by four American libraries; reading them not only
confirmis the general estimates expressed by contemporaries about her,
but 2lso brings her more vividly present to us than has been possible
before.® There is nothing sensational or even very striking in what
she has to say, and she writcs in the unscifconscious, careless way
of confident, non-introspective people. But her kindness, interest in
others, and eagerness to win them to her are clear, and the Ictters have
an attractive warmth and charm. In addition, her letters, in their casy,
chatty way, are full of circumstantial derail which stadents of Arnold
biography will find interesting.

The first Jetrers, those to Frances Power Cobbe, show her cordiality
to somcone her hushband had pinked decftly but tellingly on more than
one occasion,” Miss Cobbe had tried to make of her “Theism™ a phil-
osophy and religion of the futare, and in *“The Function of Criticism
at the Present Time,” Arnold had dealt with the attempt by linking
it with James Morrison's monument to vegetable pills, The British
College of Health. Both qualified as examples of the grand name
without the grand thing. Later on, Miss Cobbe consoled herself for
his “drcadfully derssive” remarks by noting that his own religious
notions had something of an “wpstare character,” but by then he had
also refused her request that he sign a memorial to the R.S.JP.C.A. in
support of legislation against vivisection.” Arnold explained that he
disliked private societies organized to effect public ends, bur Mrs.
Arnold, less critical, approved of Miss Cobbe’s work and in 1881 sent

*With the kind permission of The Hontington Library, San Marino, Californis,
and the Harvard College Library, and the gracious concurrence of Mr. Arnold
Whirridge, the most interesting of the lerters are reproduced here. Letters to Mr,
Arthur Galron and one letter to Mrs. Blanche Clough at Yale University Library arc
of lesser intercst, as are lerters to W7, A. Knight at the Morgan Library, New York.
Six leteers written by Mrs. Arnold on her wedding trip are in private hands; I have
read them since this article was written, and find that they confirm what is said here
about her other letters.

"Arnold, Frose Works (Ann Arbor, 1g6o-), III, 278-280; V, 83, 197; Letters
(London and New York, 1895), II, 190.

*T. P, Cobbe, Life . . . by Herself (Boston and New York, 18y4), II, 229-330.
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her an'offprint of “Geist’s Grave,” Arnold’s clegy to his dachshund.
Soon Miss Cobbe was sending Mrs. Arnold copies of certain of her
anti-vivisection writings, and her closest fricnd, whom she identifics
only as “Miss Lloyd of Hengwrt,” was calling at Pains Hill. Afrer
Arnold’s death, Miss Cobbe reprinted “Kaiser Dead” and “Geist’s

Grave” in The Friend of Man; and His Friends, — The Poets (Lon-
don, 1889) and sent a copy to Mrs. Arnold.

Pains EHill Cottage / Cobham, Surrey / January 6th. 1881
My dear Miss Cobbe 12

I was in London all yesterday or I should not have put off thanking you for
your leteer until today. I am deliphted you and Miss Lloyd likc the verses. I
thought you would be touched by the way in which every line shows how Matt
really loved dear little Geist — Stl]l I cannot tell how much I liked to hcar this
from yourself.

I think you know how entircly I sympathize with you in your great and
good work and how ardently I wish you all success. Your pathetic story, even
if it stood alone instead of being onc among the many, ought to be enough to
convert anyone. It makes one sick and ill to think of such things, and 1 wonder
how they can be tolerated.

1 was very sorry to miss seeing Miss Lloyd when she called today. Always
dear Miss Cobbe

Sincerely yours
Frances L, Arnold
If Mrs, Flower should be with yon will you thank [her] for her pleasant
remembrance of ust 12

Pains Hill Cottage / Cobhany, Surrey / Octre. 18th. 1889
My dear Miss Cobbe €
It was most kind of yoi te send me your book and your doing so, and the
words written in the title papc touched me deeply, I have read it with the
pgreatest interest. It ought to be the means of doing great good and 1 hope it
will. The paragraph about my dear Matt, and then quoting the whole of
his Geist and Kaiser poems would have pleased and gratificd and touched him
as it did me. Thank you again. I like to feel that you &neaw hlm and his lave
for his four-footed frends.
Believe me, dear Miss Cobbe
Very sincerely and gratefully yours
Frances L. Arnold

2HM CRB 4.

* Passibly Celina, wife of Edward Fordham Flower (1805-1883), wiio was also
a pamphleteer in behalf of better trcatment for animals

“HM CB 8.
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During her husband’s American lccture tour, Mrs. Arnold found,
in Mrs. Annie Ficlds, Miss Sarah Orne Jewett, and Charles Eliot Nor-
ton, friends whose understanding and sympathy she could rely upon,
and she fell casily into writing long, chatty letters to them. They
lived, of course, in a social world not unlike her own, they admired
her husband, and each of them felt a special regard for the Arnolds.

Mors. Fields, herself a member of a distinguished Boston family, had
marricd James T. Fields, editor and publisher, who had a talent for
making friends of those he published. Lively and incelligent, she was
not the less attractive for being both pretty and serious, and she did
some writing herself. She established a kind of salon at their house,
148 Charles Street, and won the affectionate regard of Lowell, Whit-
tier, Longfellow, and Holmes. To Charles Strect also, during their
successful reading tours, Dickens and Thackeray had come, both of
them to be charmed and won by their hostess. By 1883 James Fields
was dead, and by then, too, an intimate friendship had sprung up be-
tween the Boston lady and Sarah Orne Jewett. Charles Street had
become Miss Jewett’s Boston residence, and a tone of cozy, feminine,
and literary high-mindedness prevailed therc,

Mrs, Ficlds wrote to Arnold before he left England for his Amer-
ican lecture tour and entertained him for the first time at lunch on
Saturday, 17 November 1883. Fe may have spent the weekend at
Charles Strect, but it is certain that he was there on the weekend of
the 24th, that Flu joined him a few days later, and that they spent
Thanksgiving there. The visit was a finc success. (“I am sure,” wrote
Whittier, “your guest found the ‘Swectness and Light’ he has long
been seeking.”) Echoing Longfellow’s judgment of Fla, Arnold
wrote that Mrs. Fields is “a Jovely woman, as they say here — which
means not a sweetly beautiful woman, but what we call a ‘very
nice’ woman.” He lunched with Whittier and, with Flu, dined with
Holmes, a near neighbor. By the hearth fire one evening he gave a
memorable reading of “The Scholar Gypsy,” probably at the request
of Miss Jeweit, whose father loved the poen. “I have found them
dclightful guests,” Mrs. Fields wrote on 6 December, and the Arnolds
agreed to stay with her again from the 1oth to the 13th.** Mrs, Ar-
nold’s thank-you note came afcer some delay:

" Arnold, unpublished diary, 6 Angust 1883; HM FI 4758, 4683; Arnold, Leticrs,
II, 233; F. O. Matcthiessen, Serah Orzne Jewett (Boston ind New York, 1929), p. 71.
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78 Park Avenue *® / New Year's Day 1884
My dear Mirs, Fields 1©

I have been intending to write to you cvery day for the last fortnight, but
have never been able te manape it, and indeed just lately 1 have thought I
would reserve mysclf for Today so as to scnd you our best & most aflte. wishics
for the New Year, Since we parted on the r3ch. of Jast month, we have been
doing a good dcal; as for Mr, Arnold he has heen to Washington, Richmond,
Baltimore, back again to Washington, and then to Philadelphia. The resuit
of all this travelling in such weather as we have had, has been a very bad cold
from which he has not yct recovered — & several times it has scemed doubtful
how he would get through his lecturcs —however he has continued to get
through them very well & to have been quite audible notwithstanding his cold.
Lucy & I joined him at Washington some days before Christmas and we spent
Christmas Day there. Our visit was ill timed on account of the holidays &
everyone having their own home engagements. The weather too was de-
plorable, & our impressions of Washington as a City, are not so favourable
as they might have been; but we saw a good many people whom we liked &
were glad to meer & see, including the President of the United States! Our
timc in Philadclphia was a great snceess, & we liked the city & people there
extremely; but there sgain our visit was ill-timed, and the first Jecture was not
so full as it would have been a week or so later — but cach time the audience,
(and it was 2 good onc the sccond time) was most appreciative and sympa-
thetic. We left Philadclphia on Saturday & are here for the next few days. Mr.
Arnold leaves us on the 7th. & then Lucy & 1 hope to join him on the 1oth. at
Utica & from there go West. 1 hope if you have not already received the
Birthday Book you may soon do so, as Nelly tells me she had sent it off.17 I
fear however it will not have arrived by Christmas Day as [ had intended it
should,

Dear Mrs. Ficlds.how ca#n T ever thank you enough or as I wish to do, for
all you have done for & been to us! You madc our time in Boston such a
pleasant one that we should both like to come back & see you again. I don't
like to think cver that I may have said goodbye to you— but whatever hap-
pens 1 shall never forget your kindness or cease to be grateful to you for yr.
real true friendship. Lct me hear from you somctimes, it would be such a
pleasure. You don’t know how often I think of you & see you and dear Miss
Jewett sitting in your pretty drawing room & looking out over the beautiful
Bay. Will you tell Miss Jewett, her book goes everywhere with me & I could
not say how much I liked it.® There arc such sweet & pretty teuches in it,

*The New York residence of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Butler.

*HM FI 113, '

¥ The Matthenww Arnold Rirtbday Book, Arranged by his Danghter, Lleanor
Arnold (L.ondon, 1883). o

¥ T'he Mate of the Daylight and Friends Ashore appeared late in 1883.
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and the lanpuage so simple & yct telling. Best love from us all to you both with
renewed good wishes. Tam dear Mrs. Ficlds
Affectionately yrs,
Frances 1.. Arnold
I am sure you will have understood that my silence was owing to want of time
& not to want of will —I could not tcll you how difficult it is for me to find
a leisurc moment. If you sce Mrs. Whitman will you tell her how sorry we
were to miss her in Philadelphia.’® I am going to send you some photographs
when I get more printed. I am writing this in great haste, & almost in the dark
so forgive its being so illegible,
Woodhousc Hall / October 24th. 1884

My dear Mrs. Ficlds 20

I hardly know how to begin my letter I feel so ashamed & sotry at not having
long beforc this written to thaok you for yr, most delightful & weleome leteer
received by mc in London, I think, howcver, you will understand how much
I have had on my hands this summer. For one thing we have becn almost
constantly on the move since we returned from America & this in addition to
Lucys engagement has very much filled up my time® At first roo I found it
difficult to write zabout Lucy’s prospect. I know dear Mrs. Fields, you will
feel for me in it all, & understand chat it has been hard for me to get reconciled
to the idea of the separation. The 3,000 miles of the Atlantic s such a bacrier
« + . at the same time ] quite admit that this is the only real drawback & I do
find immense comfort in the thought that she is not going as a stranger to her
new & distant home & country, but on the contrary she is going to warm &
true friends who will one & all welcome her return amongst them & please
God all groes well with with [sic] us we shall hope before very long to go aver
& sce her . . . but still our little home in Evngland can ncver be quite the same
when she Is gone. All we know & hear of Mr, Whitridge gives us confidence
for her future happiness, & she herself is in such good spirits 1 suppose 1 ought
to be the same. I don’t often say so much about this engagement, but 1 cannot
help doing so to you as I am so absolutely sure of your sympathy & that you
will feel for me & understand what this thought of such 2 scparation must be.
It is cxactly a year ago since we landed in New York, & soon it will be a year
since we had the great plcasurc of first sccing you.2? How kind you were to us!
) don’t think you can ever guite know how much we liked being with you. 1
always look upon my time with you as a very bright spot in my American
journcy. We so often talk of your charming house with its books & pictures
& lovely view over the river, but above all of how yox made every thing seem
bright & pleasant. T hope you have had some little change since you wrote, for
though I can quite believe you would not mind a summer spent in Boston, 1

¥ Mrs. Sarah Wyman Whitman, painter. See Jewett, Letters, p. 96.
“HM FI 115.

# To Frederick Wallingford Whitridge of New York,

= Not quite. The Arnolds landed on 2z October 1883.
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know your being there mcans really nothing but work, work, work & 1 can
almost hear Miss Jewett saying vou ought to ger away!

At this moment Matt & I are staying with one of his sisters Mrs. Hayes, at
her very pretty place in Leicestershires Last night America was much re-
called to me as Matt pave his Literature & Science Lecture at the Loughborough
Institete, The audience was a very good onc & as attentive I think as in America.
His manner has certainly greatly improved & T am sure he was well heard, &
for this he is indebted to America. T often think of his practising in Boston
(with the help of Professor Churchill) 24 the art of reading audibly to a large
audicnce! He Is going on Today to Manchester where he will stay with Dick
& his wifc & then go on to Scotland to Dundee for a night or oo where he has
promiscd to give them a Lecture® T am hoping to go for a few days to my
sister Iin law Mrs. Forster in Yorkshire & then hurry home.2® The time for
Lucy’s marriage is getting very ncar now & there is much to be done in the
mean time, The gth. of December will, we think, be the day as Mr. Whitridge
will only have a very short time here, as he must be back in New York by the
middlc of January! Ic hopes to leave for England on the 26th. November.
Dear Nelly is very well?® I should like you to see & know her & hope you will
do so. Is therc any chance of your coming over hefore long® Tt would he miost
delightful to welcome you & dear Miss Jewett in cur little cottage — but if
this cannot be we shall look forward to meeting once morc in Boston, I scem
to have written all about oursclves & our doings and yet to have numbers of
questions I could ask you & many friends I should like to hear about. In the
first place T hope you will show you have forgiven my long silence by writing
& telling me about yoursclf & dear Miss Jewett. How are Mrs. Whitman —
& the Howells 2% -—— & Miss Thaxter #° cte? & then too T should like to hcar of
your household Maria & Katic & Bridget? I hope all are well. Good bye dear
Mrs, Fields, Give my very best love to Miss Jewett & remember us to your
maids. If all is well & we come again to America [ shall indced cnjoy being once
morc with you if you will have me, & I am sure Mate would like to come too!

Ever your affectionate
Frances L, Arnold

“His yonunger sister Mary, Following the death of her second husband, Rev.
J. 8. Hiley of Woodhouse, Loughborough, she married Rev, Robert Hayes. Hayes,
pre-deceased Macthew Arnold by a few days, and Arnold attended the funeral on
1z April 1888.

“Professor John Wesley Churchill. See Harriet R, Holman, “Matthew Arnold’s
Elocution Lessons,” New England Quarterly, XVIII (1045), 485.

* Dick, the Armolds’ only surviving son, married Ella Ford in Melbourne, re-
turned to England, and became a factary inspector.

® Jane, Arnald’s older sister, married to William E. Forster,

“ The Arnolds’ younger daughter, Llcanor,

*Mr. and Mrs. William Dean Howells.

*The poct, Celia Latghton Thaxter.
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I wonder if you will have seen any thing of the Nortons. We saw Mr, Norton
when he was in London & also Sally N2

Cobham / January 3ist. 1885
My dear Miss Jewert 31

- . . I think you know my affcction & adiiration {or Boston & for the hoine
and friends we found at 148 Charles St.! I need hardly say we are looking
forward to being therc once more, if, all being well, we are able to pay America
another visit. It was 56 kind of you to give me those details of Mr. Whitridge's
family. They were very interesting to us, as everything connected with him
must now be, and as we knew little or nothing about his family we were very
glad to hear all yon could tell us. Lucy has been gone a month & I think, if
possible, I miss her more & more as time goes on. I don’t feel as if 1 should cver
be reconciled to the preat scparation though as far as she is concerned I think
it will not be her husband’s fault if she is not happy -— & I am sure he will try
to soften the pain of separation as much as possible by bringing her over as
oftep as he can, They had a very bad voyage and she, poor pirl, was ill the
whale time & since her arrival she caught cold so that she has not been very well
so far, but I think the cold was owing to a gafe a night or two after her arrival!
She has taken over our maid who had been with us 18 years, & this has been a
grcat comfort to me, as I know Eliza will take every care of Lucy & help her
in her household cares. I am telling’ you a great [deal] about Lucy but you &
dear Mrs. Fields were so swectly good & kind to her & I am sure to me also
I cannot help writing more fully about her to you than I do to most people,
I am longing for you to know Eleanor, or Nelly as I hope you will call, her.
I chink you will like her & I amn sure she will love you & Mrs, Fields & would
indeed enjoy being at Manchester 32 & so should I—but T fear there is not
much chance of that as I think Mrs, Fields does not stay there Jater than
Ocrober?

By this time I feel almost sure you must be in Boston so I shall direct my
leteer there. 'We arc going to London for a few weeks & hope to Jeave here
on the sth. February. We have taken a small house in Manchester Square
(7a is the number,) until Easter. Mr, Arnold fecls having to go up and down
from here in the winter & he will be very glad to be on the spot for his schools
which are all in London. We were 2ll much excited by the fresh Dynamite
affair Jast week & much pleased at the way yr. papers have taken up the mat-
ter.5* Scnator Tawley, (whom we knew last ycar,) scems to have made a very
good speech in the Senate* What with Dynamite, & the war in Egypt &

* Charles Eliot Narton’s eldest daughter.

™ Houghton, b MS Am 1743 {9}-

@ A rs, Fields's summer home at Manchester-by-the-Sea, Massachusetts,

®(0p 24 January dynamire explosions in Westminster Hali, the House of Com-
mons, and the Tower of London were set off almost at the same time,

* Joscph Roswell Hawley (1826-1905), Senator from Connecticur. [Jis speech
on the explosions was reparted ju the Tinzes of 27 January 1885.
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affairs at the Cape & S. Africe generally — England has much on her hands at
present. The news of Genl. Stewarts brave Jittle force heing in safety as well
as so successful in all they had donc was a great relief.3 The beginning of this
week there was the greatest anxicty abouc their fate & now one hopes this
costly & trying war very soon [will] be at an end. . . .
Your a{lcctionate friend
Erances L. Arnold

The Arnolds returned to America in 1886 to sce their new grand-
child and to visit the Whitridges at their summer place in Stockbridge.
They paid a few extra-familial visits including onc at Charles Strect
for three days in June, and Mrs. Fields visited them at Stockbridge

Lefore they returned to England. In the following year Arnold gave
a friend a letter of intreduction to her, to *“the most amiable and
sweetest woman in Boston—2 personage who, as everyonc cxeept
herself must kaow, lives ac No. 148 Charles Street.” *® When news
of Arnold’s sudden death came the next spring, Whittier wrote to
Mrs. Fields to express the great Joss English licerature had suffered and
to say that he knew how much Mrs. Ficlds, a friend of the Arnolds,
must feel the shock.® We have Mrs, Arnold’s reply to her letter of

condolence:

Fox How / Ambleside / Junc 21st. 1888

Dearest Mrs. Fields 88
I know you will have forgiven me for not having thanked you for your
dear letter before this. T have often thought of you & felt cerzain 1 had your
real understanding sympathy — the sympathy of your own most sad expericnce,
as well as deep sorrow for him who has been so suddenly called away. I know
you had a true affection for my beloved hushand, & no one appreciated more
entircly than you did, his great intellectual gifts, his high aims & the genial
Joveable nature which gave him such a charm as a companion & fricnd. Of
myself it is hard to write — yo# can feel 1 am sure all that must have gone out
of my life with him who was the joy & light & centre of his home. 1 pray for
Faith & strength, & to fcel in all its catireness that God's will must be best;
Best for my beloved, & so best for mc & I pray too that He will keep me from
a “rcbellious spirit.” Aly children are an unspeakable comfort, they are so
good and so devored —but even their love & devotion cannot keep away a
sense of loneliness, though the thonght of them & interest in & love for them

% Qeneral Sir Herberr Stewart (18¢43-1885), commanding an expedition for the
relief of Khartoum, was attacked by an Arab force near Abu Klea. The enemy
was driven off, but on 19 January Stewart himself was mortally wounded.

* Houghton, I Ms Eng 045 (45).

@ HM I 4652,

*FI1 117,
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are the same as cver. I ought, perhaps to have hcen more prepared for the
sudden blow, but 1 was #6f —, & so the shock has been beyond swords to
express it. 1 am thankful he was spared seffering, & the pan of parting from
those he so truly loved, ang that death came as he had wished —in a moment!
There #s, too, abiding comfort in the thought that he is free from the anguish
I endurc. Dearest Mrs, Fields 1 know you understand what the depth of my
sorrow must be & that often my heart scems dead within me but your words
of hope & camfort are helpful to me & I must strive with God’s help to look,
onward [?] onward to the Light” — My beloved Matt was always so earnest
about the usc of time, & the dut; of all to be up & domg, that T try to keep up old
occupations & interests but it is very hard sometimes when every thought is
absorbed by an ever present sorrow, Nclly & I have come here for a little
change. Every nook & corner in this lovely place, (his old home), is associated
with him, and this [ like, it is soothing. But our visit must be a short one, as we
have to go for a little while to Dick & his dear wife before returning to Cob-
ham. Lucy has been so brave & good & bore the awful shock, which met her
on landing, better than could have been expected. She expects her confinement
early in August but she will go to London for it, all being well, in the middle
of July. The darling baby, to whose coming e had been so looking forward,
is the sweetest little thing, but when I'sce her trotting about the lawn at Cobham,
my heart aches, he had talked so much and with such delight of sceing her
running about the garden & being out with him! % Dearcst Mrs. Ficlds, how
much I have written & yet not said a word of yeu & of how earnestly I hope
you have come home quite restored to health & strength? I was so truly grieved
to hear of yr. illness; & dear Miss Jewett too, how is she? My beloved Mate &
I have offen talked of you both. I am sure you know how much we loved
heing with you & how mucl he felt for you. That day at Stockbridge comes
back so vividly before me — & the little bottle you gave my beloved & which
stands in his little room at Cobham. It is something to have delightful memories
to look back upon, & our times with you arc cert'unl) amongst them. Thank
you decar Mrs. Fields for all yr. very many kindnesses to us hoth & to my girls

& for the affection and admiraton yoeu had for him who has been called’ away.
Love to Miss Jewett.

Ever yr., sorrowing
but affectionate

Frances L. Arnold

Nelly’s dear love. I cannot tell you as I should like, how deeply 1 have felt
the sympathy and sorrow not only here but T am sure in America also, My
beloved Mate would have been so touched & gratificd by 2ll that has heen said
& felt about him In the States. Remember me to Katie & Patrick if still with
you — we hope Roger is well. 1 wondev if there is any chance of yr. coming

to England. I should love to have you at Cobham & to show you his little
home.

* Lucy's eldest child, Eleanor, was born on 17 April 1886,
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Charles Eliot Norton had known the Matthew Arnolds since the
fall of 1856, when he accepted the invitation of Mrs. Mary Arnold,
Dr. Arnold’s widow, to stop in and see them when they were all to-
gether at Ambleside. The invitation was relayed through Arthur
Clough, who had met Norton in Boston four years earlier and struck
up a warm friendship. Norton had seen Arnold in London in 1872
and was invited to supper by Mrs, Arnold during his 1884 visit.** But
it was the Arnolds’ stay at Shady Hill in December, 1883, and the two
visits to Ashfield in 1886 that drew them together. Norton’s love of
quiet and privacy, so unlike the bustling and publicity-seeking of other
Americans, won Arnold’s approval. And Norton found Arnold pleas-
anter and simpler than he had seemed in London and noted that “Mrs,
Arnold quite won the hearts of my girls.” The news of Arnold’s
decath made him feel that he had “lost a true and dear friend,” and on
Mrs. Arnold devolved the responsibility of keeping up the friend-
ship: *

Poyoter’s / Cabham / Surrey / July »th. 1888

My dear Mr. Norton 12
I need hardly say I should have written leng before this had I been able, 1
thank you now for your letrer with my whole heart. I am sure out of my own
family no one’s sympachy has been more certain or more understanding than
yours, & I valuc every word of your letter more than I can say. 'Tis true,
that I oupht to have been more prepared, but I was not, in fact the blow came
with a suddenness, & in a way 1 had never dreamed of! T am thankful he was
sparcd pain and the parting from those he so truly loved: but dear Mr. Norton,
you who know what sorrow is, can understand all I have passed through, all
I am still passing through.#® My children are all that are loving & beloved &
my greatest camfort; still the sense of loneliness, of all that has gone from my
Life with my beloved husband, seems to deepen & increase as time gocs on: but
I pray for strength to bear the weight of sorrow which presses on me so heavily.
I like to think how well you appreciated him & fele all that was so loveable,
as well as so preat, in him, & I am surc his memory will live with you & yours.
I have been deeply touched & gratified by the almost universal feeling shown
for him & I treasure every word, This letter would have come to you hefore
this, but fresh cares & sorrows have pressed upon me lately. My poor dear
Lucy whilst on a visit here of a few days during my absence in the north, was

*Charles Eliot Norton, Letters (Boston and New York, 1913), 1, 148, 443;
Houghton, b Ms Am 1088 (268%).

€ Arnold, Letters, 11, 220; Norton, Letters, I, 166-167, 190,

“Houghton, b Ms Am 1088 (269).

® Norton’s wife, Susan. had died in February 1872 shortly after the birth of her
third son, Richard.
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suddenly taken ill, & confined prematurely of a boy, who only Jived 24 hours
after his birth. I was telegraphed for & arrived herc in time. It is supposed
the poor little thing suffered from the shock his mother reccived in Apri Jast
& his heart was affected! He is laid by his beloved grandfather at Lalcham.
Lucy & her husband felt deeply the loss of their baby, but had he been sparcd
to them he would have been fearfully delicate & hardly likely to have grown
up. Iam thankful to say Lucy hersclf has done well & today was moved on the
sofa— but alas! the loss of the dear little grandson has not been all— and now
we are mourning for a dear sister of my dcarest Matt’s, who also died most
saddenly of Angina pectoris! 1* In her case it was cven more unexpected as no
one knew she had any tendency to hearc diseasc and thc end was almost as
sudden as her beloved brothers. Her husband died three months ago and my
dearcst Matt went to his funeral only two days before we went down to
Liverpool! T am thankful he has been spared the shock.

Wil you thank dear Lily for the lctecr. Nelly I think has written to her.
Give my most affte, love to Sally Lily & Margt. and to the boys also with
special lave to Dick. T think it must now be nearly two years since our visit
to Ashfield. My dearcst Matt was very il there, bur Jater on he was so much
better, my fears grew less & lcss as hope became stronger. I am sure if you
come to England you will let me know. You & yours may be surc of a warm
welcome at Cobham, though all that gave the charm & briphtness to the Little
house is gonc. 1 think you would like to see the little room where he worked
& which to me secms always filled with his beloved presence. His note books
would interest you. I hope I may hcar from one of the girls. I crust Lily has
had 2 good summer & that all are well God bless you all Thank you again
& again for your letter always dear Mr. Norton gratcfully & affectionately
yours

Frances L. Arnold
My love to dear Miss Sedgwick & Miss Norton your dear sister.®s

Mes, Forster is much cheered & gratificd by the notices of her husband’s

life,s0

Cobham / December zgth, 1888

My dear Mr. Norton 7
I have been long meaning to write to you, hut somehow or anothcr time
has always failed & Christmas Day has ¢ome & gone without you & yours
having the good wishes I give you from my heart. I hope you may have heard
of us, through the new volumec of Essays in Criticism? I begged Messrs. Mac-
millan to send it to you, immediately on its publication. You may perhaps have

“Mary, Arnold’s younger sister, died on 4 July 1888, aged sixty-three, The in-
fant son of the Whitridges, John, died on the same day,

“ Mrs. Norton's youngest sister, Theodora, and Miss Grace Norton.

“T. Wemyss Reid, The Life of the Right Hen, Willian: Edward Forster, 2 vols.
(London, 1B§8).

“"Houghton, b MS Am 1088 (270).
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read some of the articles before, particularly the Jater oncs, but I wished you
to have a copy from me at once, & in remembrance of him whom I know
you $0 valued both as a friend and writer. I fee! sure too yon will have thought
of us at this time & that yo# really wnderstand all it must be ta us in our
changed life, without him whe was our centre & joy. This season uscd to be
specially joyous, as Christmas Eve was my beloved Matts birthday, and
Christmas Day is Lucy’s. It #5 heartbreaking to think of all that has been, &
can never be again, I am sure the sense of loss, increases if possible, more &
morc as time goes on— & the sotrow seems as if it were greater than could be
borne but I kaow 1 ought to feel how much I have to be thankful for, and 1
trust & pray I am thankful. My dear children are an immense comfort & are
everything to me —& then too, I am able to keep on this dear little home
where every corner is associated with my dearest Matt, How much [ hope
you will some day come & see us here,

[ had a great intention in writing to you some wecks ago, and now I fear
my News may have been forestalled (how I do not kaow.) by the newspapers.
It is, Nelly’s engagement te Armine Wodehouse the younger son of Lord
Kimberley, We have not spoken of it but you sill understand the conflict
of feeling there has heen in it all, but T am sure you will be glad to kaow how
mirch I like Armine, and above all you will be glad te know that dearest Matt
knew of his attachment to Nelly & wished for the engagement. This 35 an
unspeakable comfort to me. QOur great sorrow came hefore anything was
settled & then of course there was a long pavse — & even now the time for
the wedding is quite undecided, except that it is not to be for many months
yet, Mr, Wodehouse has I aim sorry to say, nothing in the way of a profession.
He was onc of his father’s secretaries when Lord Kimberley was in office, both
at the Colonial —& again at the India Office, the two covering nearly five
years, & during the last year or so, he rose to being ist. Secretary, 1 think he
would like to be in Parliament, but as it would be on the side of Home Rule in
Ireland, T don't know that I feel so very keen about his snceess in getting in!
At present he is chiefly employed in looking after the Kimberley estate, shoot-
ing farms, cte. I believe he & Nelly think of living in London. This of course
I shall be glad of, as it will take her such a short distance from me. I have told
you all about the engagment or rather about Armine, as I know you will be
Lindly interested in my dear Nelly’s future; and anyhow, I think it may interest
my dear Sally & Lil) & Margarce.*®

I am much wanting to hear of you all. I often think of the days I spent at
Shady Hill & of all thc truc kindness 1 received — & of my reluctance to Icave
you & go to the Page’s in ]Zi’c»s,tonT = Then agam I think of Ashficld — a delight-
ful visit though not untinged wi what you fele thcn,
it was doubtful if you would ever see yr. old friend again? & alas! alas! your
forebodings were realised if it is true, that you had them. It was wonderful

“Mrs, Arncld has remembered the relative ages of Norton's daughters, Sara,
Elizabceth, and Margaret,
® Friends of the Wordsworths. See Arnold, Letzers, 11, 236.
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though, how he seemed to rally from thosc attacks, & really all this last winter
& when Lily was here he scemed on the whole wonderfully well. Dear Mr.
Norton I hope you have borne your work well this term but I dare say you are
glad to have the respite Christmas brings? I think of you as all together just
now, 1 dare say Dick is grown almost beyond my knowledge by this time.
Give him & his dear sisters & brathers my very best love & good wishes &
with the samc to yourself I am always dear Mr, Norton
Affectionately yours
, I'rances L. Arynold

Will you give my love to yr. sister & to Theodora Sedgwick. 1 was very sorry
to hear of Mrs. A. Sedgwick’s ® illncss from Lucy. [ hope your Aunts are
well,

Cobham / Surrey / May 18th. 188¢

My dear Mr. Norton 5
[ am grieved & troubled that your most kind remembrance of me should have
remained so long unacknowledged. I am sure however you will not feel that
[ did not value the books or your kindness in sending them. They ave de-
light[al reading, & seem to make one feel so differently about Carlile [sic], &
to wipe out the unpleasant impression left by Mr. Froude.” | need hardly
say how much I thonght of my beloved Matt, & of his reading your books, &
then of his writing to you. I wish you could have had his words about the good
you have done! T wonder if you have seen the Life of W, E. Forster? I should
like to send it to you if you do not already possess it. I am sure you will be
intercsted in it, & find se much to like & admire in it. [ neced hardly say It has
heen a trying winter & spring, with all its many memories — & now 13 months
have passed since that terrible r5th. April & all things look the same, but yet
how different! I don’t think #fwe can do anything for a sorrow which must be
life long. T cannot help saying this to you, as I know I have your u#nderstanding
sympathy. The time for my dear Nclly’s marriage is drawing very near &
we are very busy. We have just come back from a visit to the Coleridges 52
of some days. They most kindly took us in, so that the shopping might be more
casily managed than it could be by going up & dewn to London from here,
The wedding is to be from my brother in law Genl Benson's.% He has taken
88 Laton Sq. for the season, & the Church therefore will be S, Peter’s. Nelly
felt she could hardly stand being marricd bere with all its associations & with
the remembrance of Lucy’s wedding so fresh in our minds. 1 darc say Sally
& Lily may like these details & to know that the day is Thursday Junc 6th. I

* Mre. Norton's sister-in-law, Mrs. Archur Sedgwick,

" Houghton, b MS Am 1088 (271).

“ Norton edited seven volumes of Carlyle material from 1886 to 1888, the last
being Letzers, 1826-1836, 2 vols.

“Like her husband, Mrs. Arnold had known John Duke Coleridge, now Lord
Coleridge, almost all her life,

“ Henry Roxby Renson (18:8-189z), married to Mrs. Arnold’s sister Meary.
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like Armine Wodchouse extremely & I have the great comfort of knowing
that my dcar Matt approved. My son, (Dick,) & his wife, come the end of
this month and will stay with me when Nelly has gone so I shall not be alone,
& they I hope will be succeeded by Lucy, & her husband., Their little girl is
coming over in time to represcot them at the wedding,

I wonder if there is any chance of your being in England this summer? 1
am sure if thcre is you will let me know. I shozld be so glad to see you here,
and I think you would be interested in seeing the little home Matt so loved &
where everything in his room remains as he Jeft it. It sccms a long time since
you were on this side, so 1 am not withont hope of sceing you. By the end
of Term you must be getting very tired and overworked. I hope all with
you arc well & Lily really stronger, As for Dick he must be fast approaching
the young man stage, & grown almost beyond knowledge. I was so sorry to
hear that Sally had not been as weell as she ought, but trust she is all right again
by now. My dear love to them all also to Theodora Sedpwick & yr, sister.
Always dear Mr. Norcon

Very aflcctionately yours
Frances L. Arnold

Tell Lily how much her pretty present to Nelly is admired, it is quitc beaund-
ful & delights Nelly.

Like Norton, Arthur Galton also remembered the anniversary of
Arnold’s death by writing to his widow; in fact he did so every year.
Mrs. Arnold responded warmly to such thoughtfulness; loyalty to her
husband’s memory and devotion to his and her families were now the
central occupations of her life. The scveral extant lecters she wrote
in those years invariably reflect these concerns. Fo Mrs, Fields and
Mr. Norton she sent notes recommending Mr. A. Bruce Joy, who was
doing “the bust of my dear Matt for Westminster Abbey.” ™ She
dispatched a flurry of requests for copies of her hushand’s letters when
George W. EE. Russcll undertook to preparce an cdition. She frected
that they might be thought “too domestic,” and was delighted to hear
Norton’s praise of them and, surprisingly, how much Rudyard Kipling
liked them.® She seat the new one-volume edition of Arnold’s pocms
to Norton and another copy to his son Dick as a wedding present
and then had bound for Mrs. Fields a copy of Bishop Wilson's Sacra
Privata, in the same cdition as her husband’s. Theugh Galton wooed
her good will, she refused to give him permission to publish passages

S HM FI 111; Honghton, f MS Am 1193.3 (f. 69).
“Yale University Library, Letter to Galton, 18 Scprember 189s; Houghton,
b MS Am 1088 (2%6).
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from Arnold’s diaries and even tried ro edit them herself with the aid
of a “Professoress of Greek” from Newnham.™

Always too in her letters there is talk of family: of Lucy and Fred
coming over from Amecrica, of visits with Dick and Ella and visits by
Nelly and Arminc Wodchouse. She visits Arneld’s sisters, Mrs. Crop-
per at Malvern, Mrs. Torster ar Wharfside, and Fan at Fox How.
And she travels, to Cannes with her niece Alice Benson for the winters
of 1896, 1897, 1898, and 1900 and, again surprisingly, to America in
1898. Shc is disappointed then to learn that she will miss Mrs. Fields
and Miss Jewett who are on their way to Europe. In 1892 she had
entertained the two women at Cobham and showed them the yet
untouched room wwhere her husband worked. “Decar Mrs. Arnold
. . ., wrote Miss Jewett, “would touch you with her changed looks.
She has grown so much older. . . .” ® But Norton, faithful Norton,
is at home and receives her again at Shady Hill and gives her a copy
of his controversial address attacking the Spanish-American war. She
approves of his statement, not knowing that in two years she will
herself have three grand-nephews under arms in Africa and that one
of them will die there. He responds by sending her a farewell tele-
gram as she embarks for England.® In a final leteer, written six
months before her death, the distinctive personal voice remains un-
changed; it is the voice, as Mr. Arnold Whitridge remembers her, of
“a kind and gentle grandmother.”

Pains Hill Cottage / Cobham / Surrey / January sth, 1gor

My dear Mr. Norton,*
it was most kind of you to write to me, & your Jetter gave me real pleasure.
Since then I have had your beautiful gift of roscs & wviolets, They were the
grcatest ornament of this little drawing room, I never looked at them without
thinking of my dear kind friend at Sh‘tdv Hlll and his never failing remem-
brance of past days & old frmndships Your visit to Eogland was tao short,®
but ! was so glad you made acquaintance with my Nelly, & she was more than
delighted to sce you of whom she had heard so much. It was such a pleasure to
me to sccure that little visit from Miss Sedgwick & to hear of you and youss
from her, but except for that bricf two days we have not again met, & I fear

¥ Letwter to Galton, 7 December 1894.

« Jewerr, Letzers, p. 96.

“ Houghton, b MS 1088 (248-283),

* Private letter to prescat author,

“Idoughton, b MS Am 1088 (284).

*His daties as onc of Ruskin’s literary executors took Norton to England the
previous June.
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now we shall not have 2 chance before she gocs to Paris where 1 know she was
to meet Rupert.®® I was so glad to hear that you werc all well. Your Chtistmas

Lve party I am sure must have been delightful & given such pleasure to all those
who were far from home and friends,

I had my son Dick & his wife with mc just for a few days at Christmas, &
now [ have the Wadchouses with me & I hope to kcep them for some time,
Armine Wodchouse is now a Member of Parliament & as the Housc docs not
meet Gl the middle of February, T hope to keep them till then. It certainly
has not been a very bright or cheerful Christraas & all you say of the contrast
between the sentiment and suggestion of the times and the actual condition
of things in the world, is most true, & strike onc most forcibly and one longs
to hear that things were tending to peace, real peace.

I don’t know if you ever met “I'em Arnold? He was next in age to dearcst
Matt, & a very cultivated man. He became 2 Roman Catholic & was latterly
Professor of Litcrature in Dublin, ITe was the last surviving of the five sops
of Dr. Arnold, but dicd a few weeks ago of bronchitis.®* His death came as a
great shock & now only two dsughters are left of the family of nine.’® Flis
daugliter is Mrs, Humphry Ward whom I think you may know, I am obliged
to hurry my letter as the post 1 find is going, & T don’t want to lose another
mail, in chanking you for your letter & thought of me. Thank you apain &
again & with my dear Jove to Sally Lily & Marg. & with every good wish for
1901,

Always yr. very aflectionate
Frances L. Arnold
Nelly would like to send you her afite, love

Mrs. Arnold could have been the wife of many kinds of men; we
may think of her as having no special gifts te be the wife of a great
man of letters. But love and loyalty, stability, gentleness, and un-
forced sweetness, arc qualities no marriage can fail to benefit from.
Eliot has remarked that Arnold “perhaps, looking inward and finding
how little he had to support him, looking outward on the state of
socicty and its tendencics, . . . was somewhat disturbed.” ** We fecl
the force of Eliot’s words, but perhaps we have been overlooking one
of the main props, in his late days, not of Arnold’s mind, but of his
whole affective life. We may detect a note of desperation in the way
he wrote the phrase “Nur bewnte!” over and over again in his note-
books, but in fact he did go on, happily, working vigorously to the

* Norton’s second somn.

“"On 12 November 19oo.

* Susanna (Mrs, John W. Cropper) and Frances.

®=T. 8. Eliot, The Use of Poetry and the Use of Criticirm (London, 1964), p.

119,
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end. And Mrs. Arnold should have some of the credit. “He was so
happy himself,” wrote Nelly a few meonths after his death, “jt was
impossible not to be happy with him, & cven now we can think
happily of him. Mama is wonderful & he would be proud of her,” ©

“ Houghton, MS Eng 876 (8).
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On page 302, line 15, “Fhomas Bowlder” should be Thomas Bowdier.

On page 343, the note on Dr. Shipton’s retirement should have stated that he
was Dircctor of the American Antiquarian Society from 1959 1o 1967, when
he was succeeded by Marcus A, McCorison.
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