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William Alexander Jackson
1905-1064
W.H. Bond

ARLY in 1938 therc occurred an exchange of letters of preat
moment for the future of the Harvard Library., The corres-
pondents were the Chatrman of the Visiting Committee of the
Board of Overseers and rthe Director of the Farvard Univer-
sity Library.
Charles Warren
Counsellor at Law
- Mills Building |
Washington, D. C. !
January 7, 1938.
K. D. Metcalf, Isquire,
Dirccror of the Harvard University Library,
Cambridge, Massachusetts. ‘

My dear Mr. Metcalf;

There has been referred to me, as Chairman of the Committee on the
Library, the appointment, which 3s to be laid before the Board of Over-
seers, of Assistant Librarian in charge of the Treasure Room and Associate
Professor of Bibliography. There has alse been sent to me a copy of your
letter to President Conant of December 23, 1937. This is in accordance
with the practice of the Board that information of this kind shall be referred
to the Overseer assigned to consider the affairs of the Special Department.

I judge from your letter that this1s a new?r created position and a newly
created professorship, I shauld be very glad if you would write me more
at length regarding the necessity for such a professorship, especially at the
present time when economy seems to be a necessary watchword in Uni-
versitics.

I think that it 15 very desirable that the resources of the Treasure Room
should be more developed than they have been and that there should be
somcone particularly fitted to do that work. Whether, however, there 15 2
necessity for the professorship, in connection with it, scems to me to be a
matter of doubr. At least, it seems to me that the Overseers will probably
want very full rcasons for such a new professorship. . .

Cordially yours,
Charles Warren
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Harvard College Library
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Janvary 8, 1938.
Charles Warren, Esq.,
St. Botalph Club,
4 Newbury Strect,

Boston, Mass,

Dear My, Warren:-

The position of Assistant Librarian n charge of the Treasure Room and
Associate Professor of Biblio‘graphy, concerning which you wrote on the
7th, 15 the most important of those which I mentioned at the meeting of
the Visiting Committee last November (1 did not at that time suggest a
title for the position), I shall try in this letter to explain the need for the
appointment, but I hope it will be possible for me to talk with you person-
ally about it later.

The greatest single need of the Library at present is for a bibliographer
and scholar in the broad sense of the terms. Unfortunately we have no such
man on the stafl. In Mr. [William A.] Jackson, for whose appointinent 1
have asked, we have an ideal candidate,

The new appointee should, as is indicated in his title, take charge of the
Treasurc Room, filling the place formerly occupied by Mr. [George
Parker] Winship. The Treasure Room now has no one able to care for it
adequately or to serve it properly or to select additions to it. The man in
charge should be ene who would interest the college men in fine books and
manuscripts and give informal, if not formal, instruction in connection
with them, The returns that will come to the Library as a result of interest
so aroused should in the long run prove to be one of the best sources of
growth for our research collections. . . .

In addition to taking responsibility for the Treasure Room, Mr. Jackson,
if appointcd, would give bibliographical advice and instruction to graduate
students whao now must flounder around and waste time in getting started
with their research work, He would take charge of book selection in the
whole field of English literature. Here he COlEd save a good part of his
salary by cadrdinating our efforts and through his special knowledge of
the ficld and of book values, He would become editor of the library pub-
lication which we hope to develop along lines which will make the Library
more useful te the University, and at the same time will interest prospective
donors,

Mr. Jackson s a man whe would bring nnusual prestige to the Univer-
sity. He is outstanding in his line and is one whom I am convinced the
University cannot afford ro lose. . . .

Your letter asks specifically about the need for a new professorship.
The Library staff should include, as it has in the past, at least one man with
professorial rank as part of his title (later there should be several of these
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W illiain Alexander Jackson: 1905—1964 0

positions}. This is in connection with my effort to knit the library and the
faculty together so that the latter will take full advantage of the resources
of the former. The Library, to perform its praper function in the Univer-
sity, should be the best possible service organization, and should also take
its place as a productive unit. Without men of faculty rank and calibic on
its staff, this will not result. In my opinion university librarics in general,
in spite of their much advertised claims of being the heart of their respec-
tive universities, have been mediocre in character, this being largely duc to
their not having employed first-ratc men to help open their doors to the
faculty and students who arc doing distinctive work,

Sincerely yours,

K. D. Mectealf,
Director

The appointment was made, with what result the worlds of scholar-
ship, bibliography, and bibliophily well know. Coupled with it was
the similarly momentous appointment of Philip Hofer, (C21), as
Curator of Printing and Graphic Arts, transforming a pair of old
fricnds into a formidable professional team, each contributing his own
highly specialized knowlcdge and abilities.”

As it turned out, Jackson’s responsibility for book-selcction never
regularly cxtended beyond the Houghton Library. Apart from that,
the only role he did not assume was that of editor of the Harvarp
Lierary Burretin, but he took a leading part in planning it and secur-
ing the services of 1ts first editor, G. W, Cottrell, Jr.; he was represented
in its pages at least as often as auyone else; he fought for its preser-
vation; and the BULLETIN's presenr reincarnation is substantially
financed by the Fund conttibuted by friends and admirers in his
memory.

Mr. Mctcalf’s other predictions were speedily fulfilled to a degree
that he probably did not cxpeet. Within a few years the old Treasure
Room was transformed into the Houghton Library. Jackson estab-
lished courses in bibliography and book collecting for both under-
graduates and graduatc students. He attracted and held the nucleus of
a professional staff of a calibre to suit his exacting standards. He began
the scarch for new funds to bolster the woefully inadequate income

*For Jackson's account of Hofer's collection, see “Contemporary Collectors
XXIV. Philip Hofer,” t'he Book Collector, IX (1960), 151-164, 292=300. Hofer'’s
contribution to the development of the Library deserves full treatment beyond the
scope of the present article,
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10 Harvard Library Bulletin

annually available for rare books and manuscripts, His irresistible
combination of cnthusiasm and expertisc arouscd fresh support among
old friends of the Harvard Library and brought into the fold 2 host of
new friends. If anything, the pace of his scholarly labors increased.
And he commenced a spectacular career of collecting for Harvard
reflected in the twenty-two annual reports that were the admiration,
envy, and despair of the rare book world.

How is a bibliographer-librarian of such formidable qualifications
trained? Not by any common educational formula, and not by acci-
dent. Jackson perceived the outlines of whae he wanted to-do while
still a pupil at the South Pasadena High School and set his course
accordingly, at each stage of his development taking maximum advan-
tage of the opportunities at his disposal. No Olympic athlete cver
trained his muscles more systematically or unremittingly or to better
avail than Jackson trained his cye and his mind. He regarded cducation
as coterminous with lite, and never ceased to learn and to explore. In
our last conversation at the library I called his attention to the word
“opsimath,” which I had accidentally come upon in the N.E.D. It
means *“‘one who begins to lcarn lare in life.”” Jackson was delighted: in
his sixtieth year, it characterized so perfectly his own profound belief
that learning is a constant beginning.

He was born in 1903 in Bellows Falls, Vermont, the son of Alice
Mary (Fleming) and the Rev. Charles Wilfred Jackson, a Baptist
clergyman who later moved to Canada and then was called to 2 parish
i South Pasadena, California.

Here Jackson began his schooling. From the start the most impor-
tant part of it was cxtracurricular and in a library — the Pablic Library,
where he rcad voraciously and fell under the spell of writers about
books and in particular A, Edward Newton, author of the classic
Amenities of Book Collecting (1918). It is fashionable to dismiss
Newton as an inaccurate amatcur whose own collection sometimes
failed to live up to the glowing descriptions he published; but he wrote
with a vigor and enthusiasm that infected generations of bookmen and
collectors, and he deserves all honor as a pioneer of bibliophily. e
was precisely the right mentor for this particular boy growing up in
the next town to the newly established Huntington Library,

Jackson’s connection with the Huntington began on a homely plane
— hc cut the grass at the house of a neighbor, Dr, George Watson Colc,
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who was its first librarian. The Huntington was founded in 1919 but
it did not officially open until 1928. Mr, Henry E. Huntington himself
still inhabited the house that is now the art gallery.

Cole and his staff were engaged in organizing and cataloguing Mr.
Huntington’s books and manuscripis; the great influx of students was
far in the future. When young Jackson’s interest in these matters be-
came obvious, he soon had an cntrée usually denied all but a few
mature scholars, and he became confirmed in his life-long opinion that
books form the only topic in the world worth continued and serious
study and discussion.

Jackson graduated from high school in 1922, and on Dr. Cole'’s
advice, matriculated at Williams College. Mr. Alfred Clark Chapin
had just placed his choice collection of some twelve thousand volumes,
mainly in Inghsh literature, 1n the college library, and these were a
magnct as potent to Jackson as the newest electron accelerator to a
nuclear physicist. He cntered with the class of 1927 and was soon
spending eight or more hours a day in the Chapin Library: a marriage
of love and necessity, for he was pucting himself through college and
nceded a job.

Miss Lucy Eugenia Osborne was Chapin’s librarian.® She must soon
have perceived that this was no ordinary freshman helper fit mainly to
fetch and carry and dust books, He began to take a part in the descrlp-
tive cataloguing, and before long had developed with a surprising
degrec of sophistication a form and style that Mr, Chapin found ap-
propriate for a full-dress catalogue suitable for publication. Jackson
also hastened to euter the world of rare books in New York, then as
now the chief American market, attending his first auction, beginning
his rounds of the shops, and breaching the defenses of the Morgan
Library, which was not yct open to the public.

During the summer vacation of 1924, Jackson returned to Pasadena,
where he found morce than cver to do sn the Huntington and to talk
about with its staff. In particular C. K. Edmonds, cataloguer of early
English books, and Captain R, B. IHaselden, curator of manuscripts,
each in his own right a remarkable character, spent many evenings of
conversation with him. Back at Williams in the autumn, the pace of
his bibJiographical work incrcased and the publication of the catalogue
wras discussed 1n concrete termis.

*For Jackson's tribute to Miss Osbhorne on her retirement, see Witliare Al
Review, X1, no, 1 (October 1947}, 1910,
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He passed the summer of 1925 in the almost hermit-like solitude of
Williamstown when the college was closed, working on the books for
a salary underwritten by Mr. Chapin. An abortive diary, kept up for a
few weeks only, records long days of concentrated work in the library.
It also containg bibliographical maxims and shrewd sclf-analysis:

[Junc z3] A good thing for any person who is cngaged in bibliographical
worl to realize is the fact that there are generally several ways of approaching
the sarne subject— when blocked on one avenue, back away until you get a
clear vicw, outside the sinoke and dust of the struggle, find a new opening and
charge there,

[July 6] I tried my Dbest to vntangle an ugly mess of Allots® today and al-
though I kepr at it for some time I didn’t get as much dene as I should, possibly
because 1 was thinking too much of che pleasures of owning a great and fine
library and so on. If I could only convince mysclf that the only way to have
such plcqsurcs is to got in and dig now — with all my heart and energy ~—not
letting even my unconscious stray into such pleasant paths. i

Cataloguing books on the scale that he had begun demanded the
comparison of copies in other hibraries, fackson had already started to
explore the resources at Yale, Harvard, the Morgan Library, and the
Newberry in Chicago, as well as the old familiar Fluntington back
home. Tt was time for further explorations overseas. Ide had not
asked help from his parents for his college education, but now he
wondered if they could assist him to finance a trip abroad. They could,
and it was planned for the summer of 1926, between his junior and
senior years. Their acquicscence produced a letter extraordinary for
the clarity of its view of his futurc course. It is undated, bur it was
probably written in May or early June, 1926.

Dear Father and Mother,

I have read your letters over several times and am very much pleased that
you give the idea of the tri g as much consideration as you do. I'll confess
I was afraid thar you would reject the idca altogether.

In this leteer T shan’t go into the financial side of the guestion at -111 be-
cause I haven't talked over my salary with Miss Osborne and so can’t say
just exactly what 1 can do.

However as to P.[ost] G.[raduate] work 1T have thonght 2 good deal

* Englands Parpassus and Wits theater of the lirtle aworld, anthologies of prose
and verse compiled by Robert Allott. They are very complicated bibliographically;
the revised S.7.C. will list four issues of the former and two of the latter —which
Jackson ac last properly differentiated,
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abour it and this is about where T have come out. T shall probably stay here
at Williams to get my M.A., finishing up the cataloguing of the Eng. Lit.
Tt is cven possible that T can submi the published cqtqlogue as my thesis for
altogether it represents far more toil and 1nvc'~;[lgat10n not to speak Of
thousands of decisions, the ’Iblllt) to maintamn that “bane of little minds,”
consistency, and a grasp of bibliographical method than any ordinary thesis
for the Master’s Degrec.

If I am allowed to do that I shall only take a fewr courses, and those in
foreign languageb German, Italian, and Greek, and ruror in my French.
(My French is so funny, I can read an ything in that language, rechnical
monographs, novels, poetry, absolutely everything that [ have ever picked
up with very very lictle stumbling, and yet although 1 can understand it
when Joe IHarsch, who returned }resterday from Paris, speaks it, I cannot
somehow speak more than the most elementary sentences. The words
come all right but I can’ remember their order, whether yon usc en or
dans with a parm.ular word, anything in fact that is idiomatic. All T nced
to knew abourt the hngmge is how to read it with facility and that I hope
to get without much difficulty. When I start any new languages I shall
be much more carcful about how I get the clements of it than T was with
¥rench,)

Of course if 1 do that T shall be paid for the work in the Library and
liberally enaugh, I hope, so that 1 mn begin getting together those books
that I shall ]ater master and use, as well as pay off such things as the loan
from the college which still stands but need not canse me any anxiety for I
am not cxpected to pay it back until I have finished my education, i.c, the
collegiate part of it.

Afrer that of course I can anly vagucely plan, but T hope that I can get
a scholarship which will enable me to spend a couple or may be threc years
at Cambridge or Ox ford, if it is possible to get a degree there to get ic but
not to let it cantrol my whole time for I have been locking forward to that
period as a time when  shan’t have to feel that when I am reading what
interests me most, I am using time that [ ought to be spending on lessons
that are of no interest to me at all, Thope then to become familiar with the
Jiteratures of all nations and all nmes, to read and master things that T shall
never have time later to tauch but which will give me a broader view-point,
add immeasurably to my abilicy to appreciate what T da come jn contact
with in my latrer life, in short te provide broad foundations upon which 1
can build whatever specm]lced’ structure 1 later decide upon, and know
that it will not be weakened by my failurc to sce it in its proper proportions
andl relations to the life of mankind. T hope to break 2way from the things
which rake so much time here, the bull- scqqlons, happy and profirable as
they are, fraternity and extracurricular activitics and the carning of money.
I am sure that if T can those three years will be the happicst of my hfc.
I don’t intend to become a hermit — in faet I think T should seek the society
of those from whom I could learn se much, men whose work I now admire,
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and men who are interested in the things that I am intcrested in. They are
so few here at Williams,

If I didn’t tale a degree in England, I should probably return and spend
a year jn residence at Harvard to geu ic there.

In thesc plans the §500 would make little differcnce one way or the
other,

Joe Harsch has just come over and [ think I’ll go out to lunch wich him.
When I know howr I shall stand financially I shall write,

Lovingly,
William.

Apart from its professional overtoncs, the letter contains evidence
that Jackson was cnjoying 2 normal and active college carcer beyond
the Chapin Library and his preoccupation with books. Hc joined the
Alpha Dclta Phi fratcrnity and always valued his assaciation with it;
he became editor of the college magazine, the Williars Graphic, whose
busincss manages was his life-long friend Joseph C. Iarsch; he was Ivy
Pocr for his class at commencement; and he so far overcame his distaste
for a set curriculum as to graduatc with final honors in Inglish Liter-
ature, The letter also shows that cven in his college years Jackson’s
thorough enjoyment of social intercourse was always overlaid with a
sense that such things constituted an interference with his life’s work
and were therefore of secondary importance.

The summer of 1926 was decisive in many ways. He set out for
England; on shipboard he met Miss Dorothy Judd of Honolulu, who
three years later was to become his wife. He made his carliest forays
into the Bodleian, the North Library of the British Museurm, and the
other preat collections that were to be his familiar haunts. He met and
quickly carned the respect of his bibliographical herocs, such as W. W,
Greg, R. B. McKerrow, and Seymour de Ricci, and made the acquaint-
ance of the coming men of his own generation, such as John Carter,
GGraham Pollard, and Percy Muir. And in London the Bibliographical
Society published 4 Shori-title Catalogue of Books Printed in England,
Scotland, & Ireland and of English Books Printed Abroad 1475-1640,
compiled by A. W. Pollard and Gz. R, Redgrave, the key to the books
ne loved most, and the bibliographical tool he was to spend the rest of
his life revising and enlarging. He securcd a copy at once, had it
interleaved, and began entering the thousands of annotations that
eventually crowded every page. |

By June, 1927, when Jackson graduated from Williams College, the
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shape of the Chapin Catalogue had been fully determined and it was
agreed with Mr. Chapin that he should stay on, complete it, and see 1t
into print. Instead of working towards a master’s degree from Wil-
liams, he was engaged in directing his own specialized curriculumn,
outlined a few years later (July 15, 1930) in a letter to Carl H. Pforz-
heimer, Sr.:

While it is true, that in recent years, I have specialized in English to 1640,
nevertheless I have not neglected such opportunitics as I have had for keeping
in touch with other ficlds. Though I do not pretend to be an cxpert in all
lines, realizing that dogmatic infallibility is rather more than usually foolhardy
in things bibliographical, I may state that [ have paid particular attention to the
study of bindings (sufficient to correct, and have it admitted, several of the
ascriptions in the Huntington bindings exhibit), to English provenance marks
and armorial stamps (in this I have had the assistance of M. de Ricci but have
gathered and verified some hundreds of unrecorded rubbings by myself}, and
to English paleopraphy especially the later court hands. I have also paid par-
ticular attention to the recognition of fakes and facsimiles and have made a
practice of estimating the value of the items in the auction sales and later
checking my estimates by the priced catalogucs, As opportunities and circum-
stances have permitted I have gathered together a usable collection of reference
books which T have systcmatically annotated after the fashion of the copy of
the Short-Title Catalogue which I showed you.* As a collector T have special-
ized in American 19th Century literature and in English 18th and 19th century
prints. . . .

The Chapin Catalogue itself is alsa best described in his own words,
in a letter written to Professor Karl Youog of Yale, November 7,
1928:

Fhe Catalogue is an attempt to describe by means of the most advanced bib-
liographical methods some 1500 volumcs in the Chapin Library which were
printed in England (i.c. in what is now thc United Kingdom) before the year
1641, or which were printed in English in Europe prior to the same date. The
Catalogue will also contain an appendix of such books as are in the Chapin
Library which were written by Englishinen and first printed on the continent
in Latin but which werc later translated into English and are to-day regarded
as Iinglish books. . . . In the casc of an author whose works were published
both before and after the year 1641, all of the editions of his works which are
in this Library, cxcept of coursc modern reprints, will be deseribed if the
Library posscsses a copy of at feast one work by that author printed prior to
I645. « .+ &

. *8ee James L, Wzlsh, *“ “The Librarian’s Library™: the William A. Jackson Bibli-
ographical Collection,” T"he Book Coliector, XIV, no. 4 (Winter, 1965), 490-510;
XV, no. 1 (Spring, 1966), 35—45.
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Besides containing descriptions of the books in the Chapin Library the
Catalogue will also describe, in many cascs with facsimile reproductions, all
known variant issues of those books. It will, morcover, in those instances where
two or morc cditions of a book were printed with the same date, distinguish
between them and present such evidence, hibliographical or documcntary, as
may be adduced to determinc the order in which they were printed. For
cxample, and this s only one of several hundred which might be cited, the early
editions of Edward Halle’s “The union of the twvo noble and illustre famelies of
Lancastre [and] Yorke” were all printed in the same shop within a period of
two or three years and many copies arc made up from sheets of more than one
edition, Because of the confusion which has thereby arisen and which has
previously only been worse confounded by the attempts which have been
made to distinguish between the variant issues and editions by the examination
of the copies to he found in anc library alone, in describing the copy of this
book in the Chapin Library the copies in the British Muscum, Bodleian, and
Huntington librarics have all been examined and compared. . . .

In the preparation of this Catalogue, a task which has consumed the better
part of five years, T have not heen confined to the resources of the Chapin
Library and of the Williams College Library alone, but have personally ex-
amined in nearly all the great libraries of this country as well as in the British
Museum other copies of the books which will be described in the Caraloguc.
Before the Catalogue is ready for the press T shall have spent some five months
at the Huntington Library, for the purpose of comparing capies of these and
related books. 1 have also had the assistance of a paid expert correspondent at
the Briush Museum.

It is not possible to mention here all of the matters te which particular atten-
tion has been paid in the preperation of this woel; buc this care has been
gratfyingly productive of original and important discoveries. Attention should
perhaps be called to the effore which has been made to identily the printers
of anonymously printed books; and the vse that has been madc of the Calendars
of State Papers for the discovery of the authorship and the history of the sup-
pression of anonymous books,

Finally, besides indiees of printers, publishers, engravers, provenience, etc.,
the Catalogue will contain what may be called a bibliographical index. By this
means it will be possible to make avarlable for general usc the numerous examples
and instances of printing practices aud bibliographical methods which are dis-
covered or discussed throughout the Catalogue. This index will Jargely supple-
ment the recently published work of Dr. McKerrow and Miss Albright. Yor
example, in the case of title-signatures of swhich Dr, McKerrow was only able
to cite one example in English printing this index will contain, among others,
cighteen cxamples of this practice in the production of Wynkyn de Woarde
alone. . . .

It is astonishing to realize that these statements were made by a man
in his carly twentics, and that they represented not daydreaming but
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solid achievement. Bibliographical work of such scope and calibre had
scarcely been done before, certainly not in the United States.

The Jetter to Professor Young marked another step in the education
of the bibliographer, for what was proposed was nothing less than thar
Yale University accept the catalogue as a thesis {or the doctorate in
English philology. Onc greatness of a university lies in its ability to
recognize a truly exceptional situation: a week later Dean Wilbur L.
Closs replied, “The Department of Ilnghish has voted unanimously to
accept as your disscrtation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy the
bibliography you arc preparing of the Chapin Library.”

B}f 1929 work on the catalogue had progressed towards a conclu-
sion; in August he and Dorothy Judd were married in Honolulu, They
returned to the States and set up housekeeping in Altadena, Cali-
fornia, the first of a series of homes where Dolly Jackson presided
over domestic tranquillity and warm hospitality.

After some nine months, they moved to New Haven, Connccticut.
Thus he established residence at Yale and was well located to sce the
catalogue into print. He had the resources of a great library at hand,
he had not too long 2 journey to visit Williamstown as occasion arose;
and the publication itself was to originare in New Haven, Carl Pur-
ington Rollins, typoorapher for the Yale University Press, had already
produced specimen pages which had accompanied Jackson’s applica-
tion to the Yale faculty.

But 1929 was also the year when the declining stock market signaled
the beginning of the great depression. Tarly in 1930 Mr. Chapin
decided that the state of his investments no longer permitted him to
incur the cost of printing an elaborate cataloguc. On very short notice
he canccled all further work on it. To all intents and purposes, the
text was comiplete, and 1t can still be consulted in typescript at Wil-
liamstown, but it has never been printed. The published record of the
Chapin Libraty is the much simpler Check-List prepared by Lucy
Eugenia Osborne and issued in 1930.

Publication of the cataloguc would have established an international
rcputation at once. 1o have it withheld at the last minute was a bitter
blow. There werc additional personal responsibilitics as well: the
Jacksons’ only child, Jared Judd Jackson, was born in the summer of
1930. A new position had to be sought in 2 field in which there were
Not Many openings.

The Huntington offered a job, but not at a salary sufficient to com-
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peasate for the expensive transcontinental move. Jackson began to cor-
respond with Carl H. Pforzheimer, Sr., of New York, who had a
magnificent Jibrary of English literature in many ways similar to Mr.
Chapin’s, and unsurpassed among private collections with respect 10
some authors. Mr. Pforzheimer wished to publish a proper biblio-
graphical catalogue, and also to enlist expert advice for further acquisi-
tions. Jackson was obviously the man on both counts, A bargain was
struck, and in the autumn Jacksen moved to New York to begin an
association that lasted seven years aud resulted in the superb three-
volume catalogue, designed by Frederic Warde and Bruce Rogers and
published in 1940.

Anyonc who compares 1t with the unpublished Chapin Catalogue
will be struck by the close similarity of method and style. The under-
lying principles were the same: meticulous deseription of cach boak,
close analysis of its bibliographical features, a succinct resumc of its
publishing histary, notes on copies in other collections, and refercnees
to 1t in bibliographical literature.

Jackson’s artack was unchanged, but his knowledge had widened
and deepened. He continually enlarged his acquaintance with librarics
great and small. In order to bring still more information to bear on
the problems of the catalogue he spent the year 1931-1934 in England
with his family, mainly to have constant access to English collections
but also to represent M. Pforzhcimer in the London book market. It
was his longest continuous residence abroad. Ide returned to the
United States to complete 2 book that provides a standard against
which al! other bibliographical catalogues are to be measured. The self-
training so rigorously administered and the years of expericnce came
to full flower in it.

In New York Jackson began another association of the greatest
importance to him. In rg3r he joined the Grolicr Club, the premier
collectors’ club of the United States, a club with a long and honorable
history and 2 vigorous and lively membership. The club roster in-
cluded not only the tycoons of American collecting but also a good
representation of younger men and coming collectors, with a liberal
seasoning of able booksellers, librarians, and othcr professionals,

The club library, then as now, was one of the most distinguished
bibliographical reference collections anywhere, notably strong in
books relating to provenance and book sales, matters that particularly
concerned Jackson. In daily intercourse in the jibrary and clubrooms
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he met those of like interests and became known to a wide circle of
fricnds and acquaintances, men who speedily came to recognize that
along with his engaging amatcur qualitics he was a professional of pro-
fessionals. It was at the Grolier Club that his hifelong fricndship with
Piuhp Hofer was cemented.

In addition to such private contacts Jackson also madc his public
dcbut before a stated meeting of the Club, on 19 December 1935,
reading a paper on Thomas Frognall Dibdin. Young, tall, handsome, in
full command of his subject and with enthusiasm to spare, he made a
stunning impression on his audience, Next day A. Edward Newton
wrote to him: “I knew that you were a bibliographer but I had no idea
you could beat me to a frazzle at my own game. Your address Jast
night was the finest that I have ever heard. T don’t think there was a
single fault or blemish, and I am but voicing the general opinion.”
Praise such as this must have been exhilarating, coming from the man
whose writings had helped starc him on his way ycars before in the
Pasadena Public Library. And other members joined in congratula-
tions,

Our of his friendships at the Grolicr Club sprang a great bibliophilic
tour, planncd for the summer of 1938 with Philip Hofer, Boics Pen-
rose, and Pecter Oliver. At the last moment Oliver was stricken with
appendicitis and could not go. To this mischance we owe a Jong Dib-
dinian account of the trip, written by Jackson to Oliver while home-
ward bound aboard the 8. S. Scythiz. In sixteen days the three friends
had made a circuit from London through the Midlands, back to East
Anglia, and then to London again, sith a carefully prepared entrée
to sclected great private and institutional libraties all along the way.

Each of the thrce concentrated on his own specialtics, and then
paoled findings and enthusiasms over dinners in country pubs specially
selected by Penrosc. Jackson’s account shows how he could go Dibdin
onc better by adding accurate observation to the old master’s verve and
gusto. Lxpeditions of such felieity are Jikely to occur only once in 2
lifetime. His later bibliographical journeys in England, Jargely in quest
of notes for the Short-title Catalogue and hooks for Harvard, were
more strictly professional. They were always studded with social
occasions, thoroughly relished and accorded due importance, but Jack-
son never again had such an opportunity for a sustained excursion in
bibliophily.

{(T'o be continned)
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