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the School of Athens, from Raffaclle;
both masterly performances.’ *4
If the Imagination of a painter is

¥Works, I, xix=xx, n. r2. Sece also A.

'. Graves and W, V. Cronin, A History of the

Works of Sir Joshua Reynolds (London,
1899-1901), IV, 1661: "A sketeh from the
celebrated School of Athcns of Raphael, 27
inches by 5 ft. 6 itiches,’ listed as no, 40 in
the second day sale of the Marchioness of
Thomond's collection, Christie’s, 18-19 May
1821.

The Reference Function

HE cstablishment of a library
at Harvard specifically -for
| the undergraduate has carried
with it special developments in three
major aspects: book selection, circu-
lation, and reference. The gencral de-
sign and function of the Lamont Li-
brary have already been described in
the IHarvawn Liprary BuULLETIN, and
future articles will deal with the par-
ticular features of the hook collection
and of access and borrowing. It is the
purpose of the present note to discuss
the reference service of the Library.
The Lamont reference collection
was selected in the following manncr,
A librarian on the staff of the Harvard
College Library compiled a list of
recommendations, making a selection
from Mudge’s Guide to Reference
Books and its Swpplenzents through
1946. This selection was revised by
the Senior Reference Assistant on the
Harvard College Library staff and ap-
proved by a committce consisting of
the ibrarian of Harvard College, the
Head of the Processing Division of the
College Library, the Head of the
Lamont Library, and the two staff
members previously mentioned.

aroused and controlled by curiosity,
which was habitually the case with
Reynolds, the reading of a book may
becomne a decisive aid in removing
impediments of perception. In his es-
timation of Raphael, it is not un-
reasonable to suspect that his change
of mind was hastened by Bellor,

Ipcar WinD

of the Lamont Library

What is a reference boolk? There
have been various definitions, none of

themn catirely satisfacmry. The term

is a loose onc referring in general to
encyclopedias, dictiopaties, manuals,
handbooks, yeathooks, atlascs, bibli-
ographics, indexes, and outlines. It
may be extended to include any gen-
eral systematic treatrnent of a subject,
Hence, many of thc books found in
the genceral collection in the Lamont
Library would, in another library, be-
come a part of the reference coliec-
tion. The division is a matter of judg-~
ment based upon the purposc of the
reference function, and the use to
which the library is put by its patrons.

The principles governing the selec-
tion of matcrials for the collection in
the Lamont refercnce room were both
gencral and specific. ‘Usefulness to
undergraduates’ was belicved to Limit
the collection of cncyclopedias and
atlases to those in Erench; German,
Spanish, Italian, and Russian but die-
tionaries for additional languages were
included. Encyclopedias and dictin\n—
aries of special ficlds were restricred
to those which supplemented curricu-
Jar areas of learning, such as history,
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philosophy, physics, or chemistry. In

the same way handbooks, manuals,

yeatbooks, and systematic treatises of
particular ficlds were steictly limited.
American and English biographical
dictionaries and Wha's Whos are rep-
resented. Bibliographies have been in-
cluded very sparingly, since most of
the materials listed would be available
in Widener or the Deparrmental or
Special Libraries rather than in La-
mont. This does not exclude, how-
ever, the general book and periodical
bibliographies, lists, and indcxes so
indispensable to all reference work.
These types suggest the scope of the
reference collection.

Alcove reference collcetions con-

sisting of an encyclopedia, lanpuage -

dictionarics, and reference materials
in the fields of the part of the collec-
tton located on that level are shelved
adjacent to each of the cthree main
rcading areas, These alcove collce-
tions, facing the first, third, and fifth
level reading areas, bring basic refer-
ence tonls closer to the students in the
rcading arcas, or the stacks, than would
be possible if the reference callection
were shelved entircly in the reference
room on the third level. This arrange-
ment also provides a segregated refer-
cnce area for books that should not
leave the building, yet permits these
reference tools to be shelved near
thase parts of the general collection to
which they are related.

A further word concerning the
principle of sclection may he added.
The Lamont Library is one of some
eighty libraries in the University, most
of which are in the vicinity. As one
of many, the un(!ergraduatc library
may provide the general treatises and
the fundamental works in special
ficlds and rcly on the special library

to supply the specialized materials of
its field. This principle applies like-
wise to the reference collection. When
a student's neced falls beyond the
scope of the collection, he is dirceted
to the appropriate library where he
may obtain satisfaction. This makes
far cconomy as well as efficicncy.

The recference collection that has
resulted from this sclection consists
largely, therefore, of what are nsually
called the ‘ready rcfercnec’ tools,
These serve as springboards to the
general collection. They introduce
the student to a ficld as a whole, give
lim a general grasp of a subject or
point, or answer a speceific question,
They supply information or they lead
to sources of more complete or more
specific information. ,

The classic writings, important
trcatiscs, basic texts, and represcnta-
tive authors arc to be found in the
general collection, A student upon
entering the Lamont Library sees
books around him. He cannot go to
a rcading arca or from one part of the
building to another without passing
through a part of the bock collection
or sceing it at one side. The emphasis
in this building is upon exposing the
student to the baok, and it is hoped
that his {irst contact with this library
will be with the books on the shelves,
Staff members and card caralogues do
not stand in his way as NECCssary pre-
liminary hurdles, but are provided as
assistants when he Is in nced of help,
Herein Ties the important departure
of the Lamont Library from the past
experjence of the Harvard student.
Never before has he had free access
to a general collection of books, a
collection selected, housed, and ad-
ministered for his vse. And here ic is
that the reference staff plays its most
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important role. As an interpreter of
the collection and as a guide to its
proper and efhcient use, this staff
functions in a way that has not previ-
ously been entirely possible.

A student interested in fine arts, for
example, will find the histories, biog-
raphies, dictionaries, and the more im-
portant current periodicals in this field
in Lamont, togecther with the texts op
the theory of art and the various atts.
These materials will support the pen-
eral course work and the student’s im-
mediate interest resulting from his
lectures or assigned reading, When
he is preparing for term papers or an
honors thesis, he will have become
thoranghly familiar with the founda-
tions of his ficld by sceing and using
the bools on the shelves. From these
he may learn of more exhaustive works
as listed in footnetcs and bibliogra-
phies, The reference staff will direct
him to these works and others in the
Fogg Muscum Library and in Wide-
ner. The student thus will be saved
the trouble of making a new rescarch
effort in the more specialized and com-
plete collection of the University,
since he will know specifically what
he is secking and where it is to be
found. Studcnts in history, literature,
government, and economics, likewise,
will be just as wcll prepared upon
going to Widener since the reference
work neccessary Lo decide what to use
may frequently be done m Lamont,
and a student may then be sent di-
rectly to the stack locations where his
materials arc to he found, One impor-
tant aspect of the referring of students
to another library is that the reference
staff sends the stadent to a specific
library, to a particular person in that
library and for specified material, and
telephones the library to prepare that
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person to receive the stadent. This
reference preparation is possible for
all curricular areas and for any of the
Departmental and Speeial Libraries in
the Universicy.

The primary concern of the refer-
ence stafl is Lo z2id students in the use
of the library, The whole staff joins
with the reference stafl in implement-
ing this principle. The reference staff
is available throughout the time the
library is open to assist students in
locating the materials they require for
course work, for collateral reading, for
special reports or term papers, or {or
leisurc time enjoyment. As one means
of sclf-help, the staff has posted
throughout the building outlincs of
the classification scheme and subject
indexes thereta, A student with 2 spe-
cific subjcet in mind is directed to the
point in the beok collection where
that subject is represented, The sub-
ject cards of the card cataloguc sup-
plement the classification scheme.
This direct approach to the book stock
should provide the solution for most
students. The reference staff is avail-
able for those who do not find what
they want.,

The reference staff as well as the
other scetions of the professional sea(f
constantly work through the collee-
tion to eliminate superseded or unused
matcrials. At the same time, the staff
systemztically reviews the needs of
the undergraduate as reflected in as-
signed and collateral reading and in
special assignments, and sclects mate-
rials from the current and second-hand
book market to recommend for acqui-
sition. An csscntial working collec-
tion and a reference staff thoroughly
acquainted with its content arc thus
achicved.

Morrison C. HAviLanD
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