
Suzaku Monitoring of the Seyfert 1 Galaxy Ngc 
5548: Warm Absorber Location and Its Implication 
for Cosmic Feedback

Citation
Krongold, Y., M. Elvis, M. Andrade-Velazquez, F. Nicastro, S. Mathur, J. N. Reeves, N. S. 
Brickhouse, et al. 2010. “Suzaku Monitoring of the Seyfert 1 Galaxy Ngc 5548: Warm Absorber 
Location and Its Implication for Cosmic Feedback.” The Astrophysical Journal 710 (1) (January 
19): 360–371. doi:10.1088/0004-637x/710/1/360.

Published Version
doi:10.1088/0004-637X/710/1/360

Permanent link
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:29921924

Terms of Use
This article was downloaded from Harvard University’s DASH repository, and is made available 
under the terms and conditions applicable to Other Posted Material, as set forth at http://
nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:dash.current.terms-of-use#LAA

Share Your Story
The Harvard community has made this article openly available.
Please share how this access benefits you.  Submit a story .

Accessibility

http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:29921924
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:dash.current.terms-of-use#LAA
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:dash.current.terms-of-use#LAA
http://osc.hul.harvard.edu/dash/open-access-feedback?handle=&title=Suzaku%20Monitoring%20of%20the%20Seyfert%201%20Galaxy%20Ngc%205548:%20Warm%20Absorber%20Location%20and%20Its%20Implication%20for%20Cosmic%20Feedback&community=1/1&collection=1/2&owningCollection1/2&harvardAuthors=3676bfcc56cc5cfc3700acfa6b543e21&departmentAstronomy
https://dash.harvard.edu/pages/accessibility


The Astrophysical Journal, 710:1228–1238, 2010 February 20 doi:10.1088/0004-637X/710/2/1228
C© 2010. The American Astronomical Society. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.

SUZAKU MONITORING OF THE IRON K EMISSION LINE IN THE TYPE 1
ACTIVE GALACTIC NUCLEUS NGC 5548

Yuan Liu
1,2

, Martin Elvis
1
, Ian M. McHardy

3
, Dirk Grupe

4
, Belinda J. Wilkes

1
, James Reeves

5
, Nancy Brickhouse

1
,

Yair Krongold
6
, Smita Mathur

7
, Takeo Minezaki

8
, Fabrizio Nicastro

1
, Yuzuru Yoshii

8
, and Shuang Nan Zhang

2,9,10
1 Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, 60 Garden Street, Cambridge, MA 02138, USA; yliu@cfa.harvard.edu, elvis@cfa.harvard.edu

2 Physics Department and Center for Astrophysics, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China; yuan-liu@mails.tsinghua.edu.cn
3 School of Physics and Astronomy, University of Southampton, Southampton SO17 1BJ, UK

4 Department of Astronomy and Astrophysics, Pennsylvania State University, 525 Davey Lab, University Park, PA 16 802, USA
5 Astrophysics Group, School of Physical and Geographical Sciences, Keele University, Keele, Staffordshire ST5 5BG, UK
6 Instituto de Astronomia, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, Apartado Postal 70-264, 04510 Mexico DF, Mexico

7 Department of Astronomy, The Ohio State University, 140 West 18th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43 210, USA
8 Institute of Astronomy, School of Science, University of Tokyo, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-0015, Japan

9 Key Laboratory of Particle Astrophysics, Institute of High Energy Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, P.O. Box 918-3, Beijing 100049, China
10 Physics Department, University of Alabama in Huntsville, Huntsville, AL 35899, USA

Received 2009 August 6; accepted 2010 January 6; published 2010 January 28

ABSTRACT

We present seven sequential weekly observations of NGC 5548 conducted in 2007 with the Suzaku X-ray Imaging
Spectrometer (XIS) in the 0.2–12 keV band and Hard X-ray Detector (HXD) in the 10–600 keV band. The iron
Kα line is well detected in all seven observations and Kβ line is also detected in four observations. In this paper,
we investigate the origin of the Fe K lines using both the width of the line and the reverberation mapping method.
With the co-added XIS and HXD spectra, we identify Fe Kα and Kβ line at 6.396+0.009

−0.007 keV and 7.08+0.05
−0.05 keV,

respectively. The width of line obtained from the co-added spectra is 38+16
−18 eV (FWHM = 4200+1800

−2000 km s−1)
which corresponds to a radius of 20+50

−10 light days, for the virial production of 1.220 × 107 M� in NGC 5548.
To quantitatively investigate the origin of the narrow Fe line by the reverberation mapping method, we compare
the observed light curves of Fe Kα line with the predicted ones, which are obtained by convolving the continuum
light curve with the transfer functions in a thin shell and an inclined disk. The best-fit result is given by the
disk case with i = 30◦ which is better than a fit to a constant flux of the Fe K line at the 92.7% level (F-test).
However, the results with other geometries are also acceptable (P > 50%). We find that the emitting radius obtained
from the light curve is 25–37 light days, which is consistent with the radius derived from the Fe K line width.
Combining the results of the line width and variation, the most likely site for the origin of the narrow iron lines
is 20–40 light days away from the central engine, though other possibilities are not completely ruled out. This
radius is larger than the Hβ emitting parts of the broad-line region at 6–10 light days (obtained by the simultaneous
optical observation), and smaller than the inner radius of the hot dust in NGC 5548 (at about 50 light days).

Key words: galaxies: active – galaxies: individual (NGC 5548) – galaxies: Seyfert – quasars: emission lines –
X-rays: galaxies

Online-only material: color figures

1. INTRODUCTION

The neutral, photoionized iron K emission line commonly
found in the X-ray spectra of active galactic nuclei (AGNs)
can be decomposed into a narrow core around 6.4 keV and
a broad redshifted component, though sometimes only one of
them is present (Fabian et al. 2000; Yaqoob et al. 2001; Nandra
et al. 1997, 2007). The broad, relativistic component could be
modeled as being emitted from the vicinity of the central black
hole and used to determine the parameters of the black hole (e.g.,
Brenneman & Reynolds 2006). An alternative explanation of
this feature is the complex absorption origin (Miller et al. 2008).
However, the origin of the narrow component is still unclear,
but could be critical to understanding the central structure of
AGNs. The narrow width (FWHM ∼ several thousand km s−1

or less; e.g., Yaqoob & Padmanabhan 2004) suggests an origin
well outside the continuum producing region. One of the
proposed sites is the putative “obscuring torus” (e.g., Nandra
2006) at ∼0.1–1 pc. The evaporation radius of the dust can be
estimated by r = 1.3L

1/2
uv,46T

−2.8
1500 pc (Barvainis 1987), where

Luv,46 is the ultraviolet luminosity in units of 1046 erg s−1 and

T1500 is the evaporation temperature in units of 1500 K. For
NGC 5548, since Luv,46 ∼ 0.01 and assuming T1500 = 1, the
evaporation radius is about 0.1 pc. However, the broad emission
lines have similar line widths, so the more compact broad-line
region (BLR) is another possible location which cannot be ruled
out simply. A BLR origin is supported by the quasi-simultaneous
optical spectroscopic observation with Chandra observation of
NGC 7213 (Bianchi et al. 2008), which shows consistent Fe K
and Hβ line widths, and by the rapid NH changes seen in several
AGNs (Elvis et al. 2004; Puccetti et al. 2007; Risaliti et al.
2002), which require a BLR-like radius for the NH � 1023 cm−2

absorbers. Seen from another angle, these absorbers must re-
emit in Fe K.

The lag between the variation of the flux of the continuum
and the line can be used to measure the location of an emission
line region (Blandford & McKee 1982) and this “reverberation
mapping” methodology has been applied to the optical and
UV broad emission lines (BELs) with great success (Peterson
et al. 2004). However, until now the 10% or greater error on
the flux of the 6.4 keV Fe K line (compared with the usual
1%–5% error on the flux of BELs), and the low sampling

1228

http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0004-637X/710/2/1228
mailto:yliu@cfa.harvard.edu
mailto:elvis@cfa.harvard.edu
mailto:yuan-liu@mails.tsinghua.edu.cn


No. 2, 2010 SUZAKU MONITORING OF THE IRON K EMISSION LINE 1229

Table 1
Suzaku Observation Log

Sequence Number Obs. ID Start Date and Time Exposure Time (ks) 3–10 keV Count Rate
(10−3 photons cm−2 s−1)

1 702042010 2007 Jun 18 UT 22:28:15 31.1 0.772
2 702042020 2007 Jun 24 UT 21:53:31 35.9 1.29
3 702042040 2007 Jul 08 UT 10:02:55 30.7 2.35
4 702042050 2007 Jul 15 UT 13:57:39 30.0 1.62
5 702042060 2007 Jul 22 UT 10:40:25 28.9 3.05
6 702042070 2007 Jul 29 UT 04:20:44 31.8 2.04
7 702042080 2007 Aug 05 UT 00:37:46 38.8 1.12

frequency of the X-ray observations, have made it hard to
apply this method to determine lags for Fe K lines, especially
on relatively short timescale expected (∼10 days for a BLR
origin). For example, Chiang et al. (2000) found that the flux
of the iron K line in NGC 5548 was consistent with being
constant using the four simultaneous observations of ASCA
and Rossi X-ray Timing Explorer (RXTE) within 25 days and
another observation after about half a year. However, some
response of the Fe K line to the continuum changes has been
found. Markowitz et al. (2003) tried this method, analyzing
the long-term RXTE spectra for seven sources. Although they
found no evidence for correlated variability between the line
and continuum, comparable systematic long-term (∼3–4 years)
decreases in the line and continuum were present in NGC 5548.

We report here on a series of seven sequential X-ray obser-
vations of NGC 5548 by Suzaku, spaced roughly weekly. This
observing campaign was designed, among other goals, to con-
strain the flux of the iron line to about 10% in each observation.
This allows us, for the first time, to apply the reverberation map-
ping technique to Fe K to try to distinguish different geometries
of the Fe K emitting region. NGC 5548 is the source best studied
by the optical reverberation mapping technique (e.g., Peterson
& Wandel 1999) and so has the best determined radial struc-
ture. Therefore, it is easy to determine the relative location of
the Fe K line emitting region. In previous observations, only the
Fe Kα line was detected. As we will present in this paper, the Kβ
line is also well detected in the Suzaku observations. Although
very weak in some observations, Kβ is useful to constrain the
ionization state of iron.

The iron line in NGC 5548 has been observed by several
X-ray satellites: ASCA spectra suggested a relativistic broad
iron Kα line in NGC 5548 with σ = 340+190

−120 eV (68% error for
four interesting parameters; Nandra et al. 1997) and σ ∼ 400 eV
(Chiang et al. 2000). However, less than two years later, only
the narrow Kα line was detected in a Chandra observation
with much higher energy resolution (38 eV versus 160 eV)
but lower signal-to-noise ratio (S/N; Yaqoob et al. 2001). An
XMM-Newton EPIC CCD observation confirmed the Chandra
result (Pounds et al. 2003).

In Section 2, we describe the observations and the procedure
of the data reduction. In this paper, we intend to investigate the
origin of the Fe K line using the reverberation mapping method
and the width of the line. Therefore, in Section 3, we first fit
the spectra of each observation to determine the flux of the
continuum and the iron line. We then fit the co-added spectra
in Section 3.2 to determine the mean parameters, especially the
width of the iron line. In Sections 4.2 and 4.3, we calculate
the transfer functions in different geometries and investigate the
possible emitting region of iron line. In Section 5.1, we discuss
the possible origin of the iron line. In Section 5.3, we briefly

discuss the implications of the intensity and the equivalent width
of iron line. In Section 6, we give our conclusions. Throughout
this paper we adopt the redshift of NGC 5548 obtained from
21 cm H i measurements, i.e., z = 0.017175 (de Vaucouleurs
et al. 1991). The errors quoted in this paper correspond to 90%
confidence level (Δχ2 = 2.706; Avni 1976) if not otherwise
specified.

2. OBSERVATIONS AND DATA REDUCTION

2.1. Observations

During 2007 June to 2007 August, NGC 5548 was observed
by the CCD X-ray Imaging Spectrometers (XIS 0, 1, and 3)
in the 0.2–12 keV band (Koyama et al. 2007) and by the Hard
X-ray Detector (HXD) in the 10–600 keV band (Takahashi et al.
2007) on Suzaku (Mitsuda et al. 2007) seven times for 28.9 ks–
38.7 ks each. We denote these as observations 1–7. The details
of the observations are summarized in Table 1.

2.2. Data Reduction

Following the standard procedures outlined in the “Suzaku
Data Reduction (ABC) Guide (ver. 2),11” we used the
updated Charge Transfer Inefficiency (CTI) calibration (Suzaku
XIS CALDB 20081110) and screened the events using the
xispi (Ftools 6.5) and xselect scripts provided by Suzaku
team (we adopted the standard criterion in xis_event.sel and
xis_mkf.sel),12 respectively.

X-ray spectra were extracted using xselect13 from all the
XISs with a circular extraction region of radius 260 arcsec
centered on NGC 5548 (α = 14h17m59.s5, δ = +25d08m12.s4,
J2000). Background spectra were obtained from a larger
annulus around the source (but avoiding the calibration
sources on the corners of the chips). Response matrices
(rmf) and effective area (arf) files were generated with the
xisrmfgen14 and xissimarfgen15 (estepfile = dense
and num_photon=300000), respectively. We then combined
the spectra, background, rmf, and arf files from the two front-
side illuminated CCDs, XIS 0 and 3, for each observation with
addascaspec16 (we denote the combined spectra by “XIS03”).
The spectra of XIS 1 are considered separately, as this detector
uses a back-side illuminated CCDs.

11 http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/abc/
12 http://suzaku.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xisrepro.xco,
http://suzaku.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xis_event.sel,
http://suzaku.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xis_mkf.sel
13 http://heasarc.nasa.gov/docs/software/lheasoft/ftools/xselect/index.html
14 http://heasarc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xisrmfgen.html
15 http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xissimarfgen/
16 http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/lheasoft/ftools/fhelp/addascaspec.txt

http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/abc/
http://suzaku.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xisrepro.xco
http://suzaku.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xis_event.sel
http://suzaku.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xis_mkf.sel
http://heasarc.nasa.gov/docs/software/lheasoft/ftools/xselect/index.html
http://heasarc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xisrmfgen.html
http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/xissimarfgen/
http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/lheasoft/ftools/fhelp/addascaspec.txt
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Figure 1. Best fit model (solid lines) and the added spectra of XIS03 (plus). The inset (a) is the residual of the spectra of XIS03 to the best fit of a single power law.
The inset (b) is the added spectra of Mn Kα line of the calibration sources on XIS03.

NGC 5548 was detected by the silicon diode PIN instru-
ment of the HXD, but below the sensitivity limit of the GSO
crystal scintillator instrument. We downloaded the tuned non-
X-ray background (NXB, ver. 2.0) files from the Suzaku Guest
Observer Facility (GOF)17 and then merged the good-time in-
terval (GTI) of the NXB with that of the screened event files
to produce a common GTI using mgtime. Then the spec-
tra of the source and the NXB were extracted by xselect
using the common GTI. And the dead time of the source
spectra was corrected by hxddtcor. Since the event rate in
the PIN background event file is 10 times higher than the
real background to suppress the Poisson errors, the exposure
time of the spectra of NXB was increased by a factor of 10.
The cosmic X-ray background (CXB) was not taken into ac-
count in the NXB file, therefore we also added a CXB com-
ponent in the spectral fitting using the model given by the
ABC guide (see Section 7.3.3 of the guide11). The response
file ae_hxd_pinxinome3_20080129.rsp was used for ob-
servations 1–5, while the response file ae_hxd_pinxinome4_
20080129.rsp was used for observations 6 and 7 due to the
changes in instrumental settings of Suzaku during different ob-
servation epochs. The PIN spectra were multiplied by a constant
cross-normalization factor of 1.16 to account for the differences
in calibration between XIS and PIN.18

3. SPECTRAL FITTING

To perform the reverberation mapping calculation, we should
first determine the flux of the continuum and the Fe K line. In
order to avoid the influence of the complex absorption below
3 keV (Detmers et al. 2008; Steenbrugge et al. 2003), we only
analyze the XIS spectra in 3–10 keV band. The warm absorber
seen in the <3 keV spectra is presented by Krongold et al.
(2010). In this paper, we will focus on the property and origin

17 ftp://legacy.gsfc.nasa.gov/suzaku/data/background/pinnxb_ver2.0_tuned/
18 http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/watchout.html

of the iron emission line. The result of a global fit to the entire
Suzaku spectral band is very similar to that obtained in this
paper, and it will be presented in a subsequent paper.

For each observation, we fitted the spectra of XIS03 simul-
taneously with the spectra of XIS 1 in XSPEC (ver. 12.4). Al-
though both of the energy resolution and the effective area of
XIS 1 are lower than XIS 0, 3 in the 4–10 keV band (the back-
ground level of XIS 1 is also higher than XIS 0, 3 in this band), it
is still useful to reduce the error of the intensity of the Fe K line.
We fixed the Galactic absorption column at 1.63×1020 cm−2

(Murphy et al. 1996), and fitted the spectra with a single power
law. The continua were well described by a single power law
except for the region of the iron Kα and Kβ lines around 6.4 keV
and 7.0 keV, respectively (see Figure 1). Therefore, we added
two Gaussian lines to describe these features. It is important to
construct a self-consistent model to describe all the components
of the continuum and theoretically predict the strength of the
Fe K line, as in Murphy & Yaqoob (2009). However, this is not
the purpose of this paper. Our purpose is only to simply model
the Fe K line using a Gaussian line and determine the flux and
width of it and then to perform the reverberation calculation.
A Kα line is required by all the seven spectra (>6σ ), while
Kβ line is only required by four observations (>2σ for 1, 2, 4,
and 7). The 90% upper limit of the flux of the Kβ line is deter-
mined in observations 3, 5, and 6. Since the Kβ line is weak,
we fixed the width of Kβ to be the same as that of Kα. Fe Kβ
line was also detected in other sources, e.g., NGC 2992 (Yaqoob
et al. 2007) and Mrk 3 (Awaki et al. 2008). The detailed result of
the fitting is given in Table 2, though we are mainly concerned
about the flux of the continuum and the intensity of the Fe K
line. Due to the weak reflection component in NGC 5548 (e.g.,
Pounds et al. 2003), if we simultaneously fit the continua in
the XIS and PIN spectra of each observation using the pexrav
model instead of the power-law model, the intensity of the Fe K
line will systematically decrease by 10% for each observation
(the strength of the reflection component R ∼ 0.2–1.5). How-
ever, this change will not influence the reverberation mapping

ftp://legacy.gsfc.nasa.gov/suzaku/data/background/pinnxb_ver2.0_tuned/
http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/suzaku/analysis/watchout.html


No. 2, 2010 SUZAKU MONITORING OF THE IRON K EMISSION LINE 1231

Table 2
Derived Parameters from the Spectral Fits of the XIS Data of Each Observation (With Error Corresponding to 90% Confidence Level Except Flux and Intensity)

Sequence Continuum Kα Kβ χ2/d.o.f. Δχ2h
1 Δχ2i

2

Number Γa Fluxb Ec σ d Ie EWf Ec Ig EWf

1 1.41+0.07
−0.06 6.89+0.24

−0.34 6.405+0.016
−0.017 44+32

−44 2.02+0.23
−0.24 215+83

−77 7.00+0.08
−0.08 5.6+1.7

−1.8 68+72
−68 78.9/114 10.2 122.4

2 1.55+0.05
−0.05 11.28+0.23

−0.30 6.384+0.017
−0.016 46+29

−46 2.40+0.25
−0.29 155+58

−56 7.08+0.06
−0.06 5.5+2.0

−2.0 42+51
−42 197.7/177 7.4 122.8

3 1.68+0.03
−0.03 20.25+0.13

−0.16 6.374+0.027
−0.025 62+31

−37 2.16+0.30
−0.31 77+39

−38 7.04j <5.5 <40 355.1/338 · · · 65.7

4 1.53+0.04
−0.04 14.24+0.24

−0.27 6.380+0.019
−0.018 34+31

−34 2.21+0.28
−0.27 112+48

−48 7.05+0.04
−0.04 7.5+2.2

−2.1 44+44
−44 227.3/214 11.7 98.9

5 1.61+0.03
−0.03 26.46+0.14

−0.16 6.401+0.029
−0.031 62+49

−62 2.25+0.43
−0.36 61+34

−34 7.04j <5.3 <31 427.9/406 · · · 54.6

6 1.57+0.03
−0.03 17.80+0.18

−0.22 6.393+0.015
−0.015 34+29

−34 2.62+0.29
−0.26 106+39

−39 7.04j <7.0 <50 303.2/308 · · · 124.1

7 1.53+0.04
−0.04 9.85+0.20

−0.24 6.416+0.012
−0.012 23+28

−23 2.17+0.19
−0.21 162+52

−53 6.97+0.09
−0.08 4.0+1.5

−1.6 34+43
−34 205.0/216 6.9 166.1

Notes.
a Photon index.
b Observed flux in 3–10 keV band (10−12 erg cm−2 s−1) with 68% error.
c Rest energy of line (keV).
d Intrinsic width of line (eV).
e Observed intensity of line (10−5 photons cm−2 s−1) with 68% error.
f Equivalent width of line (eV). 90% upper limit is shown if the Kβ line is very weak.
g Observed intensity of line (10−6 photons cm−2 s−1) with 68% error. 90% upper limit is shown if the Kβ line is very weak.
h The increase of χ2 after removing Kβ line from the best-fit model.
i The increase of χ2 after removing Kα and Kβ lines from the best-fit model.
j The rest energy of line is fixed at the value obtained by the co-add spectra, since the Kβ line is very weak in this observation.

result in Section 4.3, since it degenerates with the normalization
of the transfer function (see the detail of the transfer function
in Section 4.2). The PIN data are also not helpful to reduce the
error of the flux of the Fe K line due to the additional uncer-
tainty introduced by the reflection component and large error in
the PIN spectra. The detailed discussion about the variation of
the X-ray continuum and simultaneous UV/optical data will be
presented in another paper.

3.1. Continuum Light Curve

Having fitted the spectra, we calculated the observed flux of
the continuum in the 3–10 keV band. The resulting light curve
is shown in Figure 3(a). To better sample the continuum light
curve, we also utilized one observation of the continuum from
the simultaneous Swift campaign. Since the observation times
and the flux of other Swift data are quite similar to that of the
Suzaku data, we will not include them in this paper. The details of
the Swift campaign will be discussed in D. Grupe et al. (2010, in
preparation). Twenty eight observations of the continuum with
Proportional Counter Array (PCA) on RXTE before the Suzaku
campaign are also used, since we are looking for the lag between
the variation of continuum and line. However, due to the short
exposure time, we cannot determine the flux of the line in any
of these additional observations. The details of the RXTE and
Swift observations are summarized in Table 3.

3.2. Narrow Iron Lines

To determine the mean parameters of the Fe Kα and Kβ
lines more accurately, especially the width of the line, we
added the spectra from the seven observations together using
addascaspec (the XIS03, XIS1, and PIN spectra were added
separately and then fitted simultaneously). The net counts of the
source in 3–10 keV band in the total XIS03 and XIS1 spectra are
160,349 and 75,332, respectively. The net counts of the source in
the 12–35 keV band in the total PIN spectra is 22,243. We found
that the XIS1 spectra could not provide any useful constraint on
the width of the Fe K line, since the σ of the Gaussian line

is pegged at 0 eV (the 90% upper limit is 30 eV). Therefore,
we will only utilize the co-added XIS 03 and PIN spectra to
determine the width of the Fe K line.

If we only fitted the co-added XIS03 spectra using the model
in Section 3, i.e., a power law and two Gaussian lines, the
width is σ = 50+14

−15 eV. However, since the weak reflection
component could influence the width of the Fe K line, we
then simultaneously fitted the co-added XIS 03 and PIN spectra
using the pexrav model and two Gaussian lines. The derived
parameters are given in Table 4, where the strength of the
reflection component (R ∼ 0.8) could explain the Fe K line.
As shown in Figure 1, only a narrow iron line is clearly present
in the spectra, with a width, σ = 38+16

−18 eV. This value is
consistent with previous results: i.e., σ = 41+32

−24 eV obtained by
HEG+MEG on Chandra (Yaqoob et al. 2001) and σ = 40+40

−40 eV
(MOS) and 64+24

−24 eV (PN) obtained by XMM-Newton (Pounds
et al. 2003).

Since the peak energies of the line and the parameters of
the continua are somewhat different for each observation, we
simultaneously fitted the spectra of all observations in XSPEC
to test whether the line was broadened artificially in the co-
added process. We required the width of line to be the same for
all observations and kept other parameters free. The obtained
width is only slightly smaller than that from the co-added spectra
by about 2 eV, which implies the co-added method has not
significantly broadened the width.

The width obtained by the co-added spectra is inconsistent
with zero at 2.2σ and corresponds to FWHM= 4200 km s−1 and
a radius of 5.2 × 1016 cm or 5.2 × 103 rg (rg = GM/c2), for the
6.71 × 107M� black hole in NGC 5548 (Peterson et al. 2004).
In Section 5.1, we will estimate the location of the emitting
material of the line and discuss the origin of the line.

To test the presence of the broad, relativistic Fe Kα line
found by ASCA, we tried the diskline model in XSPEC to fit
the Kα line. We fixed the inner and outer disk radii at 6rg and
1000rg (rg = GM/c2), respectively. The index of the power-
law emissivity was frozen at −2.5 (the mean value obtained in
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Table 3
RXTE and Swift Observation Logs

Obs. ID Start Date and Time Exposure Time (s) 3–10 keV Flux
(10−12 erg cm−2 s−1)

RXTE

92113-07-40-00 2006 Dec 05 UT 03:35:48 919 12.0 ± 0.9
92113-07-41-00 2006 Dec 11 UT 12:59:06 885 18.1 ± 1.0
92113-07-42-00 2006 Dec 21 UT 16:34:27 961 12.2 ± 0.9
92113-07-43-00 2006 Dec 23 UT 11:08:04 830 15.8 ± 1.0
92113-07-44-00 2007 Jan 02 UT 13:09:22 914 24.0 ± 1.0
92113-07-45-00 2007 Jan 10 UT 10:09:27 1259 43.6 ± 1.0
92113-07-46-00 2007 Jan 14 UT 21:15:16 926 29.3 ± 1.1
92113-07-47-00 2007 Jan 21 UT 16:35:22 913 28.3 ± 1.0
92113-07-48-00 2007 Jan 29 UT 17:19:33 948 21.5 ± 0.9
92113-07-49-00 2007 Feb 05 UT 20:22:13 1171 20.4 ± 0.9
92113-07-50-00 2007 Feb 13 UT 12:12:30 895 36.0 ± 1.1
92113-07-51-00 2007 Feb 19 UT 08:05:31 896 41.9 ± 1.1
92113-07-52-00 2007 Feb 26 UT 07:25:07 1002 30.2 ± 1.1
92113-07-53-00 2007 Mar 04 UT 07:48:42 1354 39.6 ± 0.9
92113-07-54-00 2007 Mar 13 UT 11:30:51 614 23.2 ± 1.2
92113-07-55-00 2007 Mar 18 UT 18:56:43 572 26.4 ± 1.3
92113-07-56-00 2007 Mar 26 UT 13:58:42 994 19.1 ± 0.9
92113-07-57-00 2007 Apr 01 UT 16:10:48 982 15.7 ± 1.0
92113-07-58-00 2007 Apr 09 UT 04:12:03 893 19.0 ± 1.0
92113-07-59-00 2007 Apr 16 UT 03:23:00 955 14.2 ± 1.1
92113-07-60-00 2007 Apr 23 UT 06:05:57 961 16.3 ± 0.9
92113-07-61-00 2007 Apr 29 UT 12:54:16 1041 10.7 ± 0.8
92113-07-62-00 2007 May 07 UT 17:14:43 928 9.4 ± 0.9
92113-07-63-00 2007 May 14 UT 11:42:04 950 15.5 ± 0.9
92113-07-64-00 2007 May 21 UT 11:48:48 922 13.3 ± 0.9
92113-07-65-00 2007 May 28 UT 03:30:13 931 15.9 ± 1.0
92113-07-66-00 2007 Jun 04 UT 01:59:35 949 22.7 ± 1.0
92113-07-67-00 2007 Jun 11 UT 07:33:05 888 18.3 ± 1.1

Swift

00030022061 2007 Jul 01 UT20:25:01 2503.18 10.5

Table 4
Derived Parameters from the Spectral Fits of the Co-added XIS03 and PIN Data (With Error Corresponding to 90% Confidence Level Except Flux and Intensity)

Sequence Continuuma Kα Kβ χ2/d.o.f.b Δχ2
1

b Δχ2
2

b

Number Γb Ecutoff
c Rd Fluxb Eb σ b Ib EWb Eb Ib EWb

1 1.59+0.03
−0.03 75+85

−15 0.79 +0.35
−0.32 15.1+0.1

−0.3 6.396+0.009
−0.007 38+16

−18 2.02+0.13
−0.11 95+21

−19 7.08+0.05
−0.05 3.4+0.9

−0.9 19+17
−17 423.8/396 14.7 405.5

Notes.
a The cosine of the disk inclination was fixed at 0.87.
b The meaning is the same as that in Table 2.
c Energy cutoff (keV).
d Reflection parameter of cold matter; R = Ω/2π .

Nandra et al. 1997). If we thaw the index, it will be pegged at
the positive upper limit in XSPEC, i.e., the flux of the line is
dominated by the outer disk and therefore it is not a disk line at
all. It was found that the diskline model cannot describe the
Kα line alone, since χ2 was higher by 128 than for a narrow
line with the same number of parameters. The same conclusion
was also obtained by Yaqoob et al. (2001).

Next, we investigated the result if we fit the Kα line with
a disk line and a Gaussian line. Besides the constraint on the
diskline model mentioned above, we also fixed the value of
the inclination angle at 31 deg, which is the best-constrained
value from the ASCA data (Yaqoob et al. 2001). We found
the central value of the intensity of the disk line is pegged
at 0 and the 90% upper limit is 4 × 10−6 photons cm−2 s−1.

Therefore, any broad component must be > 5 times weaker than
the narrow component and we will not include this component
in the following discussion.

We show the confidence regions for the peak energies of Kα
and Kβ in Figure 2(a). The expected values of different iron
ionization states (Palmeri et al. 2003; Mendoza et al. 2004;
Yaqoob et al. 2007) are also shown. Since the peak energy may
be influenced by the residuals in the energy scale calibration,
we extracted the spectra of the 55Fe calibration sources on the
corners of the CCDs and added them together (see the inset in
Figure 1(b)). Using a Gaussian line to fit the Mn Kα line, we
found the peak energies are 5.892+0.001

−0.001 keV and 5.893+0.002
−0.001 keV

for XIS03 and XIS1, respectively. The expected value of the Mn
Kα line is 5.895 keV. This result is well within the accuracy of
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Figure 2. Confidence region of the peak energies (a) and intensities (b) of Kα

and Kβ obtained from the fitting of the co-added XIS03 and PIN spectra. The
contours from inner to outer correspond to Δχ2 = 1.00, 2.71, and 6.63 (68%,
90%, 99%), respectively. The crosses in (a) are the predicted values of the peak
energies in different ionization states of iron. The lower and upper dashed lines
in (b) correspond to the I(Kβ)/I(Kα) ratios of 0.12 and 0.20, respectively.

the absolute XIS energy scale given by the Suzaku Technical
Description19 as 0.2%.20 The fit widths of Mn Kα line are
12+3

−5 eV and 16+5
−8 eV for XIS03 and XIS1, respectively.

Therefore, the peak energy obtained by the spectral fitting is
reliable and we could conclude that the iron emission line
in NGC 5548 is most likely to be dominated by relatively
low ionization states, <Fe xiii (99% confidence). Actually, the
observed Fe K line could be a blend of several ionization states.

The confidence regions of the intensities of the Fe Kα and
Kβ lines are shown in Figure 2(b). The expected ratio of I(Kβ)
to I(Kα) varies from 0.12 to 0.20 for different ionization states
(dashed lines in Figure 2(b); Palmeri et al. 2003; Mendoza et al.
2004). Our result is fully consistent with the expected value.
However, due to the weakness of Kβ, the error is still too large
to constrain the ionization state precisely.

19 http://www.astro.isas.jaxa.jp/suzaku/doc/suzaku_td/
20 We found that using the calibration taken for the same time interval was
important. A preliminary analysis using the calibration available when the
observations were made showed a 20 eV offset, which was puzzling. The
amplitude of the Mn Kα apparent energy variation was also about 20 eV.
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Figure 3. (a) Light curve of the flux of the continuum in the 3–10 keV band. The
small error bar of the flux of the Suzaku observation is omitted. (b) The light
curve of the flux of Kα line. The solid line in (b) is the result of the constant
fitting (see the text in Section 4.1).

4. TIME VARIABILITY ANALYSIS

4.1. Fe Kα Line Light Curves

The light curve of Fe Kα line is shown in Figure 3(b)
each being determined to ∼10%. As Kβ is weak in some
observations, we will only discuss the result for Kα below. As
shown in Figure 3(a), the flux of the continuum changed strongly
during the seven observations. The highest value (2.65 ×
10−11 erg cm−2 s−1, for observation 5) is about four times that
of the lowest (6.89×10−12 erg cm−2 s−1, for observation 1).
However, perhaps due to the relatively large error, the flux of the
line is consistent with being constant, χ2

min = 3.05 (P = 80%)
and the value of the corresponding line constant flux is 2.24 ×
10−5 photons cm−2 s−1.

A constant Fe Kα flux is the simplest solution to the Fe
Kα light curve, and it requires the emitting region should be
far from the central engine to smooth out the variation in short
timescale. According to the result in Section 4.3 and Figure 6(b),
it should be larger than 100 light days. However, as shown in
Figures 1 and 2 in Markowitz et al. (2003), the presence of the
variation of the Fe K flux in timescale shorter than 100 days
indicates the emitting region must be smaller than 100 light

http://www.astro.isas.jaxa.jp/suzaku/doc/suzaku_td/
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days. The emitting region required by the constant flux fitting
is also inconsistent with that required by the line width (see
Section 5.1). Therefore, we have investigated whether there
is a better and more self-consistent solution than the constant
flux fitting. To quantitatively access the emitting location of the
Fe Kα line, we should perform the reverberation calculation.
The cross-correlation function (CCF) is usually used in the
optical reverberation mapping to determine the lag between the
continuum and the emission line. However, due to the very few
data points of the light curve of the Fe K line and the large error
of them, we did not find any significant peak in CCF. Therefore,
we will approach this problem in a different way. To do so we
first calculate the transfer function for Fe Kα in Section 4.2.

4.2. Transfer Function

As in the case of the optical broad emission lines, we calculate
a transfer function for Fe Kα, i.e., the response of the flux of the
line to a δ function change in the continuum. We consider two
cases: (1) a spherical region and (2) an inclined disk.

1. We assume the emitting material is spherically distributed
around the center with an inner (rmin) and outer (rmax)
radius. The transfer function in this model is then simply
a constant between 0 and 2rmin/c, and then decays to 0 at
2rmax/c (see Figure 4(a) and Peterson 1993).

2. For a thin disk, the general form of the transfer function
is two-peaked (Welsh & Horne 1991). Figure 4(b) shows
the result for different values of the inclination angle i (the
angle between the normal of the disk and the line of sight).

The shape of the transfer function depends on the form of
the “responsivity” ε(r) (see Figure 4(a)), which combines the
effects of the distributions of the number density of clouds and
the emissivity per cloud. We assumed that the responsivity is
a power law ε(r) ∝ r−α and the normalization is adjusted to
fit the observed light curve. The power-law form is simple and
somewhat arbitrary. However, since we only consider the thin
shell case (i.e., Δr � r , or equivalent to the locally optimized
clouds model), the result is not sensitive to the detailed form of
the responsivity nor the index of the power law (see Figure 6(a)).
α = 3 is adopted in the calculation in Section 4.3.

We could then obtain the predicted light curve of the line
by convolving the transfer function with the light curve of
the continuum flux. In the thin spherical shell and disk cases
discussed in Section 4.3, it can be proved that the lag time,
τ , obtained by the CCF just corresponds to the radius of the
emitting region, i.e., τ = r/c (Koratkar & Gaskell 1991).

4.3. Comparison with the Observed Light Curve

Since the observation data of the continuum are still too
few to produce a complete light curve, we performed linear
interpolation between data points to convolve the light curve
with the transfer function.

We used the light curve of the continuum in 3–10 keV
band in order to have precision measurements. Similar bands
(e.g., 2–10 keV) have been adopted in the previous attempts to
determine the lag between the variation of the continuum and
the Fe K line (e.g., Markowitz et al. 2003, 2009), although only
photons from above the ionization threshold can actually lead
the emission of an Fe K photon.21 As shown in Figure 5, the
flux in the 3–6 keV band is tightly and nearly proportionally

21 A similar approximation is used in reverberation mapping of AGNs (e.g.,
Peterson et al. 2002; Bentz et al. 2007).
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Figure 4. Transfer functions for the spherical (a) and disk cases (b). We choose
rmin = 10 light days and rmax = 20 light days for all curves, which are
normalized to 1 at the maximum. (a) α = 2 (blue), α = 3 (red), and α = 4
(green). (b) α = 3 for all curves. i = 30◦ (blue), i = 45◦ (red), and i = 60◦
(green).

(A color version of this figure is available in the online journal.)

correlated with the flux in the 8–10 keV band. Any possible
effects due to rapidly changing NH (Risaliti et al. 2005) must
therefore be small. As a result, the results of the following
calculations will not be sensitive to the adopted energy band
of the continuum. The change of the continuum slope is also
related to the total amount of the ionization flux. However, this
is a minor factor compared with the change of the normalization
of the continuum. Specially, this effect should be even small for
NGC 5548, since, e.g., Sobolewska & Papadakis (2009) showed
that the continuum slope is nearly independent of the flux. We
find the same lack of dependence (Table 2).

We fixed the width of the emitting region at 0.1 light days,
substantially smaller than the likely radius of the Fe K emitting
region, and varied rmin. After convolving the light curve of the
continuum with the transfer functions in different geometries
and rmin, we compared the predicted light curve of the line with
the observed one to find the minimum value of χ2 (since the error
on the flux is asymmetric, we conservatively adopt the larger
one to calculate χ2). Figure 6(b) shows χ2 versus rmin. All
the curves show pronounced minima (somewhat surprisingly,
given the weak structure in the Fe Kα light curve) and finally
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decrease toward the result of the constant fitting (the horizontal
dashed line in Figure 6(b)) with increasing rmin, as the result
of the significant smoothing effect with large rmin. The values
of minimum χ2 in the spherical thin shell case and disk case
with i = 15◦ and i = 30◦ are well below that of the constant
fitting, and we will only discuss these three cases below. With the
smallest value of χ2, the best-fitting light curve in the disk with
i = 30◦ is improved at 92.7% level compared with the constant
fitting. We show the predicted light curves corresponding to the
minima of χ2 in these three cases in Figure 7. Due to the few data
points, we cannot tightly constrain the inclination angle. Except
for the disk case with i = 15◦, the positions of the minimum χ2

in the spherical case (27+22
−7 light days) and the disk case with

i = 30◦ (37+7
−5 light days) are similar, and they are smaller than

the inner radius of the dust (47–53 light days, see the discussion
in Section 5.1). The value of the best-fitting rmin in the disk
case with i = 15◦ is 61+6

−7 light days, which is beyond the inner
radius of the dust of NGC 5548 (such optically thick region
will significantly absorb the photons of Fe K lines) and only
marginally consistent with the small tail of the 90% confidence
interval of the emitting region inferred from the widths of
Fe Kα line (see the error bar in Figure 9 and it should be noted
that the error bar is quite asymmetric). In addition, i = 15◦
is also well smaller than the best-fitting inclination angle of
the disk line in the ASCA (i = 31.◦5 ± 6.◦5; Yaqoob et al.
2001), though it is not very reliable, due to the absence of
the broad component of the Fe K line in the following Chandra,
XMM-Newton, and our Suzaku observations. Therefore, the disk
case with i = 15◦ is quite unlikely, and we will only focus on the
spherical case and the disk case with i = 30◦ when discussing
the origin of the narrow Fe Kα line in detail in Section 5.1.

5. DISCUSSION

5.1. Location of the Fe K Emitting Region

Assuming the geometry and dynamics of the emitting region
of the Fe K line are the same as that of the Hβ line, and using
the virial relation for the Hβ line, σ 2r/G = 1.220 × 107 M�

(Peterson et al. 2004), the radius of the Fe K emitting region can
be derived using the Fe Kα width, σ , obtained in Section 3.2.
The derived radius using the width obtained by the co-added
XIS03 and PIN spectra is 20+50

−10 light days.22

In Figure 8, we plot the line width size against rmin from the
reverberation analysis (Figure 6(b)) for both the spherical thin
shell case and the disk case with i = 30◦ with 90% confidence
intervals for both quantities. The disk case with i = 30◦ and
the spherical case are consistent with the width of the co-added
Fe Kα line.23 Combining the above results, we conclude that
the origin of the narrow iron line in NGC 5548 is likely to be
∼ 20–40 light days away from the continuum source, for the
geometries considered. However, the other possible origins are
not completely ruled out due to the incompleteness of the light
curves, our model-dependent method, and the sizeable error on
the width of the Fe K line.

Since NGC 5548 is one of the best-studied AGNs with
reverberation mapping, the locations of the BELs are well-
determined, especially for the Hβ line. The lag between the
flux of Hβ line and the continuum varies from 6.5 light days
to 26.5 light day depending on the luminosity of the continuum
(Bentz et al. 2007; Cackett & Horne 2006). Since the correlation
between the lag time and the continuum flux is more significant
than the correlation between the lag time and the width of
Hβ line (Bentz et al. 2007), and the broad component of the
Hβ line is weak during the Suzaku campaign, we will utilize the
continuum flux to predict the radius of the Hβ line region.

From the simultaneous optical spectra of NGC 5548 from
FLWO FAST spectrograph (2007 June 19–23), we measured

22 Since the virial production is an observed quantity and the radius derived
from width will be compared with that also obtained from the reverberation
mapping method, no additional geometry factor is required.
23 The calibration residual in the width of Mn Kα line derived in Section 3.2
(12+3

−5 eV and 16+5
−8 eV for XIS03 and XIS1, respectively) is partly due to the

systematic error on the calibration of the non-Gaussian response function of
XIS (Koyama et al. 2007). The energy resolution at the center of the CCD chip
is also slightly better than that at the corner, but this difference is smaller than
the systematic error on the calibration. Therefore, the true width of the Fe K
line could be smaller than the observed one by a few eVs due to the above
factors. However, these effects could not be accurately corrected simply.
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Figure 6. (a) Comparison with different values of α in the spherical case. α = 2
(blue), α = 3 (red), and α = 4 (green). Since the original curves are nearly
identical, the curves of α = 2 and α = 4 are vertically shifted by −0.5 and
0.5, respectively. (b) The curves of χ2 with different rmin for spherical and disk
cases. Spherical (black), disk i = 15◦ (blue), i = 30◦ (red), i = 45◦ (green),
and i = 60◦ (yellow). The horizontal dashed line is the χ2 of the constant fitting
(see the text). (c) Enlarged plot of (b). The error bar at the bottom is the 90%
confidence interval inferred from the line width obtained by the simultaneous
fitting of all spectra (see Figure 8).

(A color version of this figure is available in the online journal.)

1.6

1.8

2

F
lu

x
(1

0
−

5
p
h
o
to

n
s/

cm
2
/s

)

2

2.5

3

0 10 20 30 40 50

2

2.5

3

Time (day)

a

b

c

r
min

=27 light days 

χ2=2.25

i=15° r
min

=61 light days 

χ2=2.12

i= 30° r
min

=37 light days 

χ2=0.82

1.6

1.8

2

F
lu

x
(1

0
−

5
p
h
o
to

n
s/

cm
2
/s

)

2

2.5

3

0 10 20 30 40 50

2

2.5

3

r
min

=27 light days 

χ2=2.25

i=15° r
min

=61 light days 

χ2=2.12

i= 30° r
min

=37 light days 

χ2=0.82

(a)

(b)

(c)

Figure 7. Comparison between the observed and predicted light curve of the
flux of the line with the minimum of χ2 in different cases, i.e., (a) spherical
case, (b) disk case with i = 15◦, and (c) disk case with i = 30◦.

Figure 8. Relationship between σ of the line and the radius of the emitting
region inferred from the black hole mass. The vertical dashed and solid lines
correspond the central value and the 90% confidence intervals of the line width
obtained by the co-added XIS 03 and PIN spectra, respectively. The horizontal
lines correspond to the 90% confidence intervals of the emitting region inferred
from the light curve in the spherical case (solid) and the disk case with i = 30◦
(dashed, see Figure 6(c)).

the monochromatic flux at 5100 Å and used this flux to estimate
the radius of the Hβ emitting region at the time of the Suzaku
campaign. After calibration with a standard star, the optical
spectra were put on an absolute calibration scale assuming a
constant flux of F([O iii] 5007)standard = 5.58 × 10−13 erg s−1

cm−2 (Peterson et al. 1991) and found the monochromatic flux
at 5100 Å, F (5100 Å)observed = 5.13 × 10−15 erg s−1 cm−2 Å−1.
For the aperture size of 5 arcsec × 7.5 arcsec, the contribution
of the host galaxy at 5100 Å is 4.47 × 10−15 erg s−1 cm−2 Å−1

(Bentz et al. 2006). To account for the effect of the aperture
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and the difference between telescopes, the flux measured by
FLWO should be converted by the coefficients given in Peterson
et al. (2002), i.e., F (5100 Å)true = ϕF (5100 Å)observed − G.
We averaged the results using the different coefficients (i.e., ϕ
and G) determined in years 8 and 9–13 of the campaign (see
details in Peterson et al. 2002), and then excluded the flux
of the host galaxy (4.47 × 10−15 erg s−1 cm−2 Å−1, Bentz
et al. 2006). The final 5100 Å flux of the AGN in NGC 5548
is (1.7 ± 0.7) × 10−15 erg s−1 cm−2 Å−1 during the Suzaku
campaign. With the relation between the emitting region of Hβ
line and F(5100 Å) (Figure 5 in Bentz et al. 2007), we found
r(Hβ) = 8 ± 2 light days during the Suzaku observations.

From the result of dust reverberation of NGC 5548, we also
know the inner radius of the hot dust in this source is 47–53
light days (from the lag of the K band relative to the V band;
Suganuma et al. 2006).

We plot the radial locations of Fe Kα, Hβ and the inner
dust in Figure 9 (note that this is a linear plot). It is likely
that the location of the Fe K emitting region is closer in than
the inner radius of the dust, but slightly farther out than Hβ,
i.e., the origin of the narrow iron line lies in the outer part of
the BLR ((0.5–1.0) × 104 rg). This result is consistent with
the region emitting the optical Fe ii emission lines, which
is less than several light weeks from the continuum emitter
(Vestergaard & Peterson 2005). This region is also consistent
with the intermediate-line region proposed by Zhu et al. (2009)
and the radius of the low ionization, low-velocity component
of the warm absorber in NGC 5548 (r < 3 pc, Krongold et al.
2010). Despite the uncertainty of the column density of the
Fe K emitting region, it is surely much higher (see Section 5.3)
than that of the warm absorber found in NGC 5548 (1021–
1022 cm−2, Krongold et al. 2010). Therefore, it clearly does not
lie along our line of sight.

5.2. Physical Condition

We can use the location derived above to estimate the density
of the emitting region from the ionization parameter and the
distance. Kallman et al. (2004) investigated the dependence of
the line profile of Kα and Kβ on the ionization parameter. The

peak energies of Kα and Kβ in NGC 5548 (see Figure 2(a))
prefer a relatively low ionization parameter, i.e., log ξ = −1±1,
where ξ = L/nR2 (erg s−1 cm), L is the Fe K ionizing
luminosity of the continuum source (erg s−1), n is the density
of the emitting region (cm−3), and R is the distance to the
continuum source (cm). With log L = 43.7 ± 0.3, log ξ =
−1 ± 1, and R = 30 ± 10 light days, we obtain
log n = 10.9 ± 1.1, which is comparable with the density
of the gas in the BLR of NGC 5548 (Ferland et al. 1992; Goad
& Koratkar 1998; Kaspi & Netzer 1999).

5.3. Theoretical Intensity of the Fe Line

The intensity and the equivalent width of the iron line can
be estimated theoretically (Krolik & Kallman 1987; Yaqoob
et al. 2001). We found the column density NH > 1023 cm−2

is required to produce the observed intensity and the equivalent
width of the Fe Kα line in our Suzaku observations. However,
as pointed out by Miller et al. (2009) and Yaqoob et al. (2010),
due to the self-absorption effect and the Compton scattering,
for NH > 1023 cm−2, the relation between the intensity of the
Fe K line and NH or the abundance of iron is quite nonlinear,
and the intensity of the Fe K line also significantly depends on
the geometry of the emitting region and the observing angle.
Since the detailed investigation of the geometry, NH , and the
abundance of the emitting region of Fe K lines is much beyond
the scope of this paper, we will not further discuss the constraints
obtained from the intensity and the equivalent width of the
Fe K lines.

6. CONCLUSIONS

We analyzed the iron Kα and Kβ lines in spectra of
NGC 5548 obtained by Suzaku XIS and summarize our results as
follows.

1. The iron Kα line was well detected (> 6σ ) in all seven
observations and the Kβ line was also detected (> 2σ ) in
four observations (1, 2, 4, and 7).

2. Only a narrow iron line was found in the spectra. The line
width obtained by the added spectra is 38+16

−18 eV, which is
consistent with the results of Chandra and XMM-Newton.
Assuming the same virial relation as that of the Hβ line,
this width corresponds to a radius of 20+50

−10 light days.
Any relativistically broadened disk line must be a factor
of 5 weaker than the narrow component in flux at 90%
confidence level.

3. We compared the observed peak energies and intensity
ratios of Kα and Kβ lines with the expected value and
found they are consistent with the low ionization states of
iron, i.e., lower than Fe xiii, at the 99% confidence level.

4. The Fe Kα line is consistent with being constant over the
50 days of the Suzaku campaign, although the 3–10 keV
continuum varies by a factor of 4. It is shown that a location
at >100 light days is consistent with the data (see the
discussion in Section 4.3 and Figure 6(b)), but this is not a
unique result.

5. To further access the location of the iron lines using the light
curve, we calculated the transfer functions in spherical and
disk geometries, and compared the predicted light curves
with the observed one. The value of χ2 is smallest in the
disk case with i = 30◦, which is better than the constant
fitting at the 92.7% level. The spherical thin shell case is
also acceptable (P = 81%). The inferred emitting radii are
27+22

−7 light days in the spherical case and 37+7
−5 light days in
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the disk case with i = 30◦, which are consistent with that
obtained from the width of iron lines.

6. Combining the Suzaku constraints, the most likely origin of
the narrow iron lines is about 20–40 light days away from
the central engine, i.e., the outer part of BLR (5.2 × 103–
1.0×104 rg). However, we could not completely rule out
other possible origins.

The approaches used in this paper offer a valuable tool for
determining the size and structure of the inner regions of AGNs,
although we stress again this method is model dependent. The
constraint on the emitting region of the narrow Fe K line
obtained by the width will be greatly improved by upcoming
calorimeters, which have >10 time better energy resolution, of
only a few eV. If future X-ray satellites (e.g., Astro-H, IXO,
and Gen-X) with larger effective area could reduce the error
of the flux of the Fe K emission line by even a factor of 2,
then it will be possible to distinguish different geometries from
the constant flux fitting. Higher sampling frequency campaign,
preferably over a longer baseline, is also desirable to obtain a
cross-correlation function with a quality comparable to or better
than current optical observations.

Y.L. thanks Junfeng Wang and Joanna Kuraszkiewicz for
the helpful discussions. S.N.Z. acknowledges partial fund-
ing support by the Yangtze Endowment from the Ministry
of Education at Tsinghua University, Directional Research
Project of the Chinese Academy of Sciences under project No.
KJCX2-YW-T03 and by the National Natural Science Founda-
tion of China under grant Nos. 10821061, 10733010, 10725313,
and by 973 Program of China under grant 2009CB824800. This
work has been funded by CXC grant GO7-8136A and Suzaku
Grant NNX08AB81G.

REFERENCES

Avni, Y. 1976, ApJ, 210, 642
Awaki, H., et al. 2008, PASJ, 60, S293
Barvainis, R. 1987, ApJ, 320, 537
Bentz, M. C., Peterson, B. M., Pogge, R. W., Vestergaard, M., & Onken, C. A.

2006, ApJ, 644, 133
Bentz, M. C., et al. 2007, ApJ, 662, 205
Bianchi, S., et al. 2008, MNRAS, 389, L52
Blandford, R. D., & McKee, C. F. 1982, ApJ, 255, 419
Brenneman, L. W., & Reynolds, C. S. 2006, ApJ, 652, 1028

Cackett, E. M., & Horne, K. 2006, MNRAS, 365, 1180
Chiang, J., et al. 2000, ApJ, 528, 292
Detmers, R. G., et al. 2008, A&A, 488, 67
de Vaucouleurs, G., de Vaucouleurs, A., Corwin, H. G., Jr, Buta, R. J., P., &

Paturel, G. 1991, Third Reference Fouque, Catalogue of Bright Galaxies,
Vol. 3.9 (New York: Springer)

Elvis, M., Risaliti, G., Nicastro, F., Miller, J., & Puccetti, S. 2004, ApJ, 635,
L25

Fabian, A. C., et al. 2000, PASP, 112, 1145
Ferland, G. J., Peterson, B. M., Horne, K., Welsh, W. F., & Nahar, S. N.

1992, ApJ, 387, 95
Goad, M., & Koratkar, A. 1998, ApJ, 495, 718
Kallman, T. R., et al. 2004, ApJS, 155, 675
Kaspi, S., & Netzer, H. 1999, ApJ, 524, 71
Koratkar, A. P., & Gaskell, C. M. 1991, ApJS, 75, 719
Koyama, K., et al. 2007, PASJ, 59, S23
Krolik, J. H., & Kallman, T. 1987, ApJ, 320, L5
Krongold, Y., et al. 2010, ApJ, in press (arXiv:1001.1339)
Markowitz, A., Edelson, R., & Vaughan, S. 2003, ApJ, 598, 935
Markowitz, A., et al. 2009, ApJ, 691, 922
Mendoza, C., Kallman, T. R., Bautista, M. A., & Palmeri, P. 2004, A&A, 414,

377
Miller, L., Turner, T. J., & Reeves, J. N. 2008, A&A, 483, 437
Miller, L., Turner, T. J., & Reeves, J. N. 2009, MNRAS, 399, L69
Mitsuda, K., et al. 2007, PASJ, 59, S1
Murphy, K. D., & Yaqoob, T. 2009, MNRAS, 397, 1549
Murphy, E. M., et al. 1996, ApJS, 105, 369
Nandra, K. 2006, MNRAS, 368, L62
Nandra, K., O’Neill, P. M., George, I. M., & Reeves, J. N. 2007, MNRAS, 382,

194
Nandra, K., et al. 1997, ApJ, 477, 602
Palmeri, P., et al. 2003, A&A, 410, 359
Peterson, B. M. 1993, PASP, 105, 247
Peterson, B. M., & Wandel, A. 1999, ApJ, 521, L95
Peterson, B. M., et al. 1991, ApJ, 368, 119
Peterson, B. M., et al. 2002, ApJ, 581, 197
Peterson, B. M., et al. 2004, ApJ, 613, 682
Pounds, K. A., et al. 2003, MNRAS, 341, 953
Puccetti, S., et al. 2007, MNRAS, 377, 607
Risaliti, G., Elvis, M., Fabbiano, G., Baldi, A., & Zezas, A. 2005, ApJ, 623,

L93
Risaliti, G., Elvis, M., & Nicastro, F. 2002, ApJ, 571, 234
Sobolewska, M. A., & Papadakis, I. E. 2009, MNRAS, 399, 1597
Steenbrugge, K. C., et al. 2003, A&A, 402, 477
Suganuma, M., et al. 2006, ApJ, 639, 46
Takahashi, T., et al. 2007, PASJ, 59, S35
Vestergaard, M., & Peterson, B. M. 2005, ApJ, 625, 688
Welsh, W. F., & Horne, K. 1991, ApJ, 379, 586
Yaqoob, T., Murphy, K. D., Miller, L., & Turner, T. J. 2010, MNRAS, 401, 411
Yaqoob, T., & Padmanabhan, U. 2004, ApJ, 604, 63
Yaqoob, T., et al. 2001, ApJ, 546, 759
Yaqoob, T., et al. 2007, PASJ, 59, S283
Zhu, L., Zhang, S. N., & Tang, S. M. 2009, ApJ, 700, 1173

http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/154870
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1976ApJ...210..642A
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1976ApJ...210..642A
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2008PASJ...60S.293A
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2008PASJ...60S.293A
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/165571
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1987ApJ...320..537B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1987ApJ...320..537B
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/503537
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006ApJ...644..133B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006ApJ...644..133B
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/516724
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007ApJ...662..205B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007ApJ...662..205B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2008MNRAS.389L..52B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2008MNRAS.389L..52B
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/159843
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1982ApJ...255..419B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1982ApJ...255..419B
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/508146
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006ApJ...652.1028B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006ApJ...652.1028B
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006MNRAS.365.1180C
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006MNRAS.365.1180C
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/308178
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2000ApJ...528..292C
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2000ApJ...528..292C
http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/0004-6361:200809862
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2008A&A...488...67D
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2008A&A...488...67D
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/424380
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004ApJ...615L..25E
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004ApJ...615L..25E
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/316610
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2000PASP..112.1145F
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2000PASP..112.1145F
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/171063
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1992ApJ...387...95F
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1992ApJ...387...95F
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/305304
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1998ApJ...495..718G
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1998ApJ...495..718G
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/424039
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004ApJS..155..675K
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004ApJS..155..675K
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/307804
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1999ApJ...524...71K
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1999ApJ...524...71K
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/191547
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1991ApJS...75..719K
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1991ApJS...75..719K
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007PASJ...59S..23K
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007PASJ...59S..23K
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/184966
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1987ApJ...320L...5K
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1987ApJ...320L...5K
http://www.arxiv.org/abs/1001.1339
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/379103
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2003ApJ...598..935M
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2003ApJ...598..935M
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0004-637X/691/2/922
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2009ApJ...691..922M
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2009ApJ...691..922M
http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/0004-6361:20031621
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004A&A...414..377M
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004A&A...414..377M
http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/0004-6361:200809590
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2008A&A...483..437M
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2008A&A...483..437M
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2966.2009.15280.x
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007PASJ...59S...1M
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007PASJ...59S...1M
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2966.2009.15025.x
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2009MNRAS.397.1549M
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2009MNRAS.397.1549M
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/192319
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1996ApJS..105..369M
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1996ApJS..105..369M
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006MNRAS.368L..62N
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006MNRAS.368L..62N
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2966.2007.12331.x
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007MNRAS.382..194N
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007MNRAS.382..194N
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/303721
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1997ApJ...477..602N
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1997ApJ...477..602N
http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/0004-6361:20031262
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2003A&A...410..359P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2003A&A...410..359P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/133140
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1993PASP..105..247P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1993PASP..105..247P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/312190
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1999ApJ...521L..95P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1999ApJ...521L..95P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/169675
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1991ApJ...368..119P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1991ApJ...368..119P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/344197
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2002ApJ...581..197P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2002ApJ...581..197P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/423269
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004ApJ...613..682P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004ApJ...613..682P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-8711.2003.06470.x
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2003MNRAS.341..953P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2003MNRAS.341..953P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2966.2007.11634.x
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007MNRAS.377..607P
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007MNRAS.377..607P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/430252
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2005ApJ...623L..93R
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2005ApJ...623L..93R
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/324146
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2002ApJ...571..234R
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2002ApJ...571..234R
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2966.2009.15382.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/0004-6361:20030261
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2003A&A...402..477S
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2003A&A...402..477S
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/499326
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006ApJ...639...46S
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2006ApJ...639...46S
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007PASJ...59S..35T
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007PASJ...59S..35T
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/429791
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2005ApJ...625..688V
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2005ApJ...625..688V
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/170530
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1991ApJ...379..586W
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?1991ApJ...379..586W
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2966.2009.15657.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/381731
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004ApJ...604...63Y
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2004ApJ...604...63Y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/318315
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2001ApJ...546..759Y
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2001ApJ...546..759Y
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007PASJ...59S.283Y
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2007PASJ...59S.283Y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0004-637X/700/2/1173
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2009ApJ...700.1173Z
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/bib_query?2009ApJ...700.1173Z

	1. INTRODUCTION
	2. OBSERVATIONS AND DATA REDUCTION
	2.1. Observations
	2.2. Data Reduction

	3. SPECTRAL FITTING
	3.1. Continuum Light Curve
	3.2. Narrow Iron Lines

	4. TIME VARIABILITY ANALYSIS
	4.1. Fe Kα Line Light Curves
	4.2. Transfer Function
	4.3. Comparison with the Observed Light Curve

	5. DISCUSSION
	5.1. Location of the Fe K Emitting Region
	5.2. Physical Condition
	5.3. Theoretical Intensity of the Fe Line

	6. CONCLUSIONS
	REFERENCES

