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What is WorldWide Telescope?

WWT in Education: Online & In-
Person

WorldWide Telescope 
o!ers an unparalleled 
view of the worldÕs store of 
online astronomical data. 
This free software weaves 
astronomical images from 
all wavelengths into an 
interface that resembles 
their natural contextÑthe 
Sky.   

worldwidetelescope.org

Website: wwtambassadors.org

Star and Planet Formation through the WorldWide Telescope
Alyssa Goodman, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics (agoodman@cfa.harvard.edu, @aagie)
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Star-Formation, seen in WWT 

Expert led Tours of 

Finder Scope links to 
Wikipedia, ADS, SIMBAD, and 

SDSS, so you can learn 

Control time to 
study how the night 

sky changes

WorldWide Telescope 
o!ers an unparalleled 
view of the worldÕs 
store of online 
astronomical data. This 
free software weaves 
astronomical images 
from all wavelengths 
into an interface that 
resembles their natural 
contextÑthe SkyÑ
while o!ering deep 
opportunities to teach 
and learn the science 
behind the images.  

WorldWide Telescope is a Universe Information System, 
presented as a browser for the sky. 

How can WWT be helpful in Education? 

WWT Ambassadors
WorldWide Telescope Ambassadors are PhD-level scientists--like 
you!--who use WWT to teach science in school, science fair, and 
other community settings.  Contact us to sign up or learn more!

Modular Learning
New e!orts like edX o!er opportunities to create and 
ÒmassivelyÓ distribute educational materials online. Link 
here shows a sample learning module based on a WWT 
Tour created in a graduate ISM course at Harvard.

Tours
Within WWT, anyone can create a scripted path through the 
program to Òtalk aboutÓ celestial phenomena with others.  Tour 
"les can be created and exchanged just like PPT "les.

Labs
Research shows that combined ÒvirtualÓ and physical 
experiences enhance learning.  WWT can show context 
and scales that traditional labs cannot show on their own. 

WWT runs on Mac or PC in a 
web browser, or in Windows, 
as a standalone application. 
It also runs as a web API 
using any operating system.   

 The software is free for 
non-commerical use.
$

How can WWT be helpful in Research? 
ADS & ADS Labs connectivity
 "nd publications in area of interest directly from the FinderScope;
 view regions returned in ADS Labs search in WWT with one-click

Full-sky, and high-res views, at many wavelengths
 DSS, SFD, 2MASS, GLIMPSE, MIPSGAL, WISE, HST, VLA, ROSAT, 
 Spitzer, Chandra, & >40 more

SIMBAD connectivity  
 "nd data in your area of interest directly from the FinderScope

SAMP-compatibility: live links to TOPCAT, Aladin  & ds9

Add and overlay your own images and catalogs
 in FITS, ASCII, JPEG or XLS formats

VO-compatibility, VO-searching

sample module on 
ISM bubbles,  H. Chenwwtambassadors.org

Listing of WWT Tours abstract of NSF grant

Scan this code 
with a QR reader 
to get a PDF of 
this poster.


