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Abstract

The recorded history of the von Kraus family started in 1663 with the birth of
Thomas Kraus who was ennobled thirty-nine years later by Leopold I of Austria for bravery
in the 1697 Battle of Zenta. The patent of nobility entitled Thomas to pass on the honorific
and indemnity privileges to all his “heirs in eternity.”
This study attempts to show how Thomas and his heirs used (or ignored) their
elevated status over the span of eleven generations against the backdrop of three-and-a-half
centuries of social, political, and economic change.
There are three overarching factors that impacted the family’s history. First, Saxon
ethnicity pitched it against its Hungarian and Romanian neighbors. Second, the minority
status this ethnicity accorded it throughout its history. And third, Transylvania was the
geographical location of the family for most of its history. These factors added a unique
flavor to the family’s history.
As time went on the indemnity privileges that came with the ennoblement petered out
in Fogarasch, the locality of the original branch of the family, while they were not even
allowed by statute in Zeiden, the location of a first transplant more than a hundred years after
the ennoblement. The honorific privileges, however, continued at both locations,
intermittently in some family lines or with uses that were not necessarily envisioned by the
patent. These privileges also ceased to exist when they were outlawed by Romania’s
communist regime in 1947; only to be picked up again starting in the 1960s by some of the
family members who succeeded in emigrating to West Germany.
The thorough research that I undertook for this study did not unearth any other
publicly available history of a Saxon family of lower nobility such as the von Krauses.
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Introduction

Not much has been written about Europe’s lower nobility, in general, let alone about
one particular family on Europe’s geographic fringes. In our case, said fringe does not imply
only its location in the land of Bram Stoker’s Dracula but also the peculiar situation in which
the Saxon von Kraus family found itself, surrounded by feudally inclined Hungarians on the
one hand and Romanians who rose from serfdom to the rulers of Transylvania on the other.
Three-quarters of the Transylvanian Saxons had established from their
beginnings―in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries―statutes that encouraged socially
equalizing forces. On Königsboden―the territories the kings had alloted them―the
privileges of the Saxons that were ennobled by Transylvania’s rulers were limited by these
forces.
The von Kraus family started out in 1702 as part of the Saxons who lived outside the
Königsboden―the parts of Transylvania governed by feudal rules―which allowed them to
exercise all the privileges that came with the ennoblement. Over a century later a member of
the family branched out to a community governed by the rules of the Königsboden. These
separate sets of rules were eventually replaced by universal ones introduced by the three
political powers―Austria, Hungary, and Romania―that succeeded each other in governing
Transylvania during the three-and-a-half centuries of our story.
It is in this long-term historical context that I shall follow those members of the von
Kraus family that left traceable marks along the way. The six chapters of the story―each
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with three to five sections―follow a chronological order with flashbacks and flash-forwards
to cohere the story, develop the characters, or add structure to the narrative.
The first and shortest chapter describes the converging historical contingencies that
made it possible for history’s radar to pick up the existence of the family in Fogarasch.
Without the elevation of Thomas into nobility, there would not have been a Patent of
Nobility 1 that formed the first document that the family maintained, used, and interpreted in
different ways over the years.
The lower-nobility title that Leopold I of Austria conferred on Thomas did not
catapult him to wealth. That is why in the second chapter, we explore the most likely
scenario by which Thomas and his immediate descendants were able to combine their new
status with the need to earn a living. In the absence of hard facts, we had to resort in this
chapter to “speculations” including the cause of the ennoblement.
A century or so after the ennoblement one family member started a new branch and a
new family craft in not-too-distant Zeiden. A flashback in this third chapter seemed
appropriate to present the status of the Saxon community on Königsboden of which Zeiden
was a part. This is also the chapter in which a third and arguably the most successful craft
becomes a family business. The last section of this chapter talks about the start of World War
I and its effects on the family.
The consolidation of the gardening business, the new family craft in Zeiden, and the
demise of the Fogarasch branch of the family are the subject of the fourth chapter. The
integration of Transylvania into Romania after World War I made apparent the ethnic
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dimensions in the family. As in the previous chapter this chapter also ends with a section on
war: the family’s participation in World War II.
Unlike the relatively minor aforementioned ethnic consequences of World War I, the
end of World War II brought about drastic political changes. This fifth chapter also examines
the beginning of the Saxons’ alienation from the new political order and their reaction,
initially tepid but eventually explosive exodus when Romania’s need for hard currency
turned them into an export commodity. All family members participated in the exodus in a
variety of ways, mostly to Germany and Austria.
One family member and spouse chose America as their final destination. This last
chapter describes the politics that made their leaving Romania possible followed by their
assimilation into the American way of life. The last three sections of this chapter are
dedicated to their two sons and how they took full advantage of the opportunities this new
country offered them.

3

I.
Emergence of an Ennobled Saxon Family: Thomas Kraus and the Battle of Zenta

1. The Convergent Contingencies of 1663
The family of Thomas Kraus emerges into recorded history at the Battle of Zenta in
1697, but the history might better begin with the converging events of 1663. On April 17 of
that year the Turks declared war on Austria’s Leopold I after he had made a tepid effort to
win back Transylvania, which had been under their suzerainty for the past century and a half.
At the end of the Thirty Years’ War, Sultan Mehmed IV (1648–1687) and his Grand Vizier
Ahmed Köprülü did not want to miss the opportunity to take advantage of the Austrian
Empire’s war weariness to expand in Europe. They saw in Vienna, located between the
Carpathian Mountains and the Alps, the road to Rome, their ultimate goal in establishing
their claim to be the Romans’ successor. 2 Their goal triggered a whole series of battles of
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which the 1697 Battle of Zenta is important to our story.
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On October 18, 1663, Prince Eugen von Savoy was born, whose brilliant military
performance against the Ottomans persuaded Leopold to put him in charge of his army’s
Hungarian contingent that ended up fighting the Battle at Zenta.
1663 was also the year in which Thomas Kraus was born in Fogarasch, Transylvania.
His bravery in the battle of Zenta was the major contributor to his ennoblement. As in so
many similar cases, his letter of ennoblement started the recorded history of the Krauses.
Each of these events deserves some further detail.
2
Philip Mansel, Constantinople: City of the World’s Desire, 1453-1924 (London: John
Murray, 1995), 4.
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Officially at least, the Ottomans were at peace with the Habsburgs since the 1606
Treaty of Zsistvatorok, which had allowed the latter to concentrate on their rivalries with
France in the West. That partial dissatisfaction of both sides with the treaty was reinforced
now by reports from Vienna’s representatives in Constantinople “of danger signals and quite
accurate warnings about the aggressiveness of the new Vizier Ahmed Körprülü,” 3 who in
1661 had taken over from his father Mehmed (Vizier, 1656-61). In the 1606 conflict as well
as earlier and later, indirect developments, this time in Transylvania, provided the
opportunity or pretext for military action between the two adversaries. The details of how
the relatively small principality of Transylvania ended up triggering the clashes that would
last for several decades between these two major powers reveal the political and religious
intricacies in Eastern Europe at that time. Prince George II Rakoczy of Transylvania saw an
opportunity to realize his father’s dream of a Protestant realm when asked by the Cossack’s
Hetman Bogdan Khmelnytskyi to join him in an alliance against Catholic Poland. The
independently minded Cossacks were not Protestant but had been disappointed by Poland,
which had forced them into a role subordinate to their Orthodox Muscovite brethren.
Despite his pledge of fealty, Khmelnytskyi thought he could escape Muscovite and Polish
overlordship by allying himself with Protestant Transylvania, Sweden, and Brandenburg.
Sweden had emerged from the Thirty Years’ War as the major Protestant power in Europe of
that time, and accepting its leadership secured success. At least that was what both Prince
Rakoczy and Hetman Khmelnytskyi believed until 1657 when the latter suddenly died, and
Sweden’s Karl X Gustav had to leave Poland to fight the Danes. Khmelnytskyi’s earlier

John P. Spielman, Leopold I of Austria (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press,
1977), 48.
3
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subordination to Moscow had already alienated his southern allies, the Crimean Tatars, who
were in a constant struggle with Moscow. Given the new exposure of Khmelnytskyi the
Tatars sided with Poland, which in turn led their Muslim and blood-related Ottoman allies to
retaliate against their misbehaving Transylvanian vassal. Prince Rakoczy’s army by itself
was no match for the Ottomans. The defeated Prince died of battle wounds in 1660. But the
election by Transylvania’s Diet of a new prince friendly to the Habsburgs signaled the
possible loss of their Transylvanian principality with its tributes to the Porte’s treasury. The
Porte responded with another military intervention that brought the replacement’s heroic
death and the installation of an Ottoman favorite. The Holy Roman Empire’s cumbersome
political machine fueled by the worries of the “refugees from Transylvania, Hungarian
nobles at the court and the ‘Easterners’ in Leopold's privy conference…” 4 and the more
general threat to all Christendom, got into action, and by January 1664 after months of
negotiations the Regensburg Diet raised a coalition army to face the Ottomans who were
getting close to Graz and Vienna. The relatively slow Ottoman advance allowed the coalition
forces to face the Turks who were in the process of crossing the Raba river at the monastery
of Saint Gotthard. Although initially repelled due to the lack of a unified command, the
conglomerate forces eventually prevailed with thousands of Ottoman soldiers drowning in
the river, in a way an omen for the battle of Zenta where even more drowned. The August 1st,
1664 Battle of Saint Gotthard was to be the first of a series of encounters lasting into the first
quarter of the next century that eventually drove the Ottomans back down the Danubian
territories.

4
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One of the most decisive encounters was Kara Mustafa’s 5 siege of Vienna in 1683.
Had the allies under Poland’s King Sobieski not come to a last-minute rescue, Rüdiger Graf
von Starhelm and his minimal number of soldiers left to defend the royal city would have had
to succumb to the Grand Vizier. It was also the battle in which the junior officer Prince
Eugen had his first chance to distinguish himself in a fight with the Ottoman enemy. This
“physically unprepossessing French Prince of Italian origin” 6 had been designated by Louis
XIV to follow his uncle’s, Cardinal Mazarin’s, ecclesiastic career. His wish, however, since
childhood had been to join the military. This wish and his mother’s ban from the French
court 7 allowed him to offer his services in clear conscience to Leopold I. The timing of his
appearance in Vienna was propitious since Leopold was in need of any help he could get. At
the time Leopold had ongoing conflicts in both the East, with recalcitrant Hungarians and the
Ottomans, and in the West, with his archrival cousin Louis XIV. On the Eastern front, Prince
Eugen’s first test came, as mentioned earlier, in the relief of Vienna from the Ottoman siege.
But his crowning moment in the East came fourteen years later, several months after he had
been given command of the Hungarian contingent of the Imperial army.

5

Kara Mustafa was Ahmed Körprülü’s handpicked successor as Grand Vizier.

Robert A. Kann, A History of the Habsburg Empire 1526 – 1918 (Berkley: University of
California Press, 1977), 67.
6

7
The celibate Cardinal Mazarin had brought his Italian nieces to the French court. One of
them, Olympia Mancini, married Eugene Maurice of Savoy with whom she had eight children, one
of them being Prince Eugen. Olympia became involved in various court intrigues, one of which was
the notorious Affair of the Poisons, which led to her expulsion from France.

7

2. The Battle of Zenta
On September 11, 1697, at nine in the
morning, the company of Hussars that Prince
Eugen had sent on a reconnaissance mission
up north along the right bank of the Theiß
river showed up at the camp with the captured
high-ranking Kutschuk Dschaafer Pasha.
Threatened with death, the Pasha revealed
that his commander, Sultan Mustafa II, had
changed his objective from trying to retake
Szeged, which the Turks had lost over a
of of
Zenta
Fig. 1The
TheBattle
Battle
Zenta

decade ago. Instead he intended to cross the

Theiss south of the town of Zenta, between Prince Eugen’s position and Szeged, planning
from there to take Temesvar as the base for expansion into Upper Hungary and Transylvania.
The whole purpose of Prince Eugen’s pursuit of the Ottoman army had been to find
an opportunity to inflict losses or even a major defeat. The information revealed by the
Pasha promised such an opportunity. Taking advantage of it, however, meant doing the
opposite of what the Ottomans expected, namely backtracking north, the opposite way they
just had come, through swampy terrain at a higher speed and with exhausted soldiers and
officers. Speed was essential to prevent the Sultan from crossing the river and avoiding
battle. To get a first-hand view of the situation, the Prince rode ahead of the bulk of his army
with his cavalry and a few pieces of light artillery. By now it was already mid-afternoon and
given the exhausted soldiers most commanders would have waited for the next day to act.

8
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What he saw was impressive, the Turks had had time to build a semi-circle of
trenches and breastworks protruding out from the river and meant to protect the bridge of 60
ships that French engineers had constructed. Within this semicircle, whose diameter extended
about a thousand paces along the river were the protective ruins of an imperial weapondepository that the Ottomans had burned down and connected by deep trenches to both sides
of the bridge, thus providing a redoubt of sorts to protect those crossing the bridge.
The earlier than expected arrival of the imperial army caught the Ottomans by
surprise. By this time in the afternoon, most of their cavalry, as well as the heavy artillery,
had crossed already over the bridge and had started to set up camp on the left bank. The first
instinct for those left on right bank was to speed up their crossing to the safer side, which
created jams on the single bridge. The dispersion by the Prince’s cavalry of the 2000 Spahis
that dared an attack outside their fortification convinced the Grand Vizier Elmas Mehmed
Pasha, whom Sultan Mustafa II had left to defend the right bank, to call back the forces that
had already crossed to the left bank. The crowded bridge forced them to come on foot to the
Vizier’s tent, who spurred them on to martyrdom for their Sultan.
The confusion of the Ottomans gave the Prince time to set up for two attacks that he
intended to execute despite the late afternoon hours. At this time a royal courier arrived with
a message. Whether the Prince anticipated its contents or just was too busy starting the first
attack in which he and his cavalry would be the center, is unclear, but he told the messenger
he would read it the following day. The message from the War Council advised him to avoid
engaging the enemy. Had he followed the advice his career might have suffered, had he lost
the battle, he might have ended up arrested and tried for insubordination. 8
8
Some historians such as von Klausen claimed that Eugene was arrested even after winning
the battle. The Emperor supposedly had to intervene to free him. As proof, he cites the 1713
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Eugene counted on the vulnerability of the single bridge and the reduced enemy
forces on his side of the bank for success. He still had to face the inner redoubt, but as luck
had it Spahis attacked the Imperial force’s left flank in the north of the bridgehead to silence
the just installed Habsburg artillery whose projectiles could now reach the bridge. When foot
soldiers were able to repel the attack with steady firing the Spahis’ retreat revealed a 40-50
pace unprotected opening on the riverbank where the river water had receded. This breach
allowed the Imperial left flank to not only force the defenders into the redoubt but also to
attack the forward Ottoman forces from behind. They broke through the wagon barrier
jumped into the trenches and climbed the breastworks where the hand-to-hand scuffles
began. The cavalry had followed to the trenches from where they fired at the enemy to enable
the foot-soldiers’ to scale the breastworks. Some of the riders advanced over the corpses
filling the trenches and close in on the bridgehead. The bridge became packed with fleeing
people, horses, and wagons with thousands pushed into the river where they found their
death. Eventually, the Imperial forces reached the redoubt where the Ottomans tried to make
their last stand. But with so many of them dead, whether drowned or killed, their numbers
were no match for the now overwhelming force. The one-sided carnage lasted well into the
dark until about ten that night, when Prince Eugen recalled all the troops to the camp.

publication in Cöln [sic] of Leopold des Großen wunderwürdiges Leben und Thaten as well as a hint
in one of Prinz Eugen’s letters to friend Sinzendorf. Franz Georg Friedrich von Kausler, Das Leben des
Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen , Verbesserungen. Books 1-5 (1663 - 1707), each book ending with a
“Reflexion des Grafen von Bismark.” Beilagen (1) (Memphis TN: General Books LLC, 2012) The Battle
of Zenta, 75 – 85, 81. The veracity of the arrest and the Emperor’s intervention are dismissed,
however, as ‘invented fable’ by the British military historian George Malleson. George Bruce
Malleson, Prince Eugene of Savoy (London: Chapman and Hall, 1888), 57.
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Only the next morning’s daylight revealed the utter Ottoman defeat: the dead
included the Grand Vizier with all his senior officers,9 20,000 lower officers and soldiers on
the battlefield and over 10,000 that drowned in the 350 paces wide river. On the imperial
side, 28 officers and 401 soldiers had died while 133 officers and 1,465 soldiers were
wounded.
Seeing a disaster unfold on the right riverbank Mustafa II took off with his lifeguard
of several thousand and left-over cavalry and headed for Temesvar, leaving trophies behind
on both sides of the river, 10 the most precious being the Grand Seal that Elmas Mehmed, as
the Grand Vizier, always had to wear around his neck which Prince Eugene could present to
the Emperor.
The benefits of the victory at Zenta reached beyond the material rewards. Just ten
weeks after the battle, Prince Eugen used it successfully to bully Sarajevo into submission.
The event impacted on many participants. It cost Elmas Mehmed Pasha his life and cut short
his young career. Just two years earlier, at 34 years of age, he had been named Grand Vizier
despite his lack of experience for such high office when compared to his predecessors. For
Prince Eugen, Zenta was the crowning of his career so far at age 34. It was the first battle in
which he had exercised full command. Earlier that year when he had been given command
of the imperial army in Hungary, he became the envy of many of his seniors such as the

9

The senior officers included: 4 other Viziers, 13 Beglerbegs, 3 Janissary LieutenantGenerals, and 54 high-ranking officers of the Janissaries, Spahis and Silihdars. Kausler, Das Leben des
Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen , 80.
The trophies included: seven of the revered tughs and 423 banners. Kausler, Das Leben
des Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen, 80.
10
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A.B.C.s 11 of whom his friend, the young Count Sinzendorf had warned him. In such an
unforgiving environment his fate might have turned out differently, however, if he had lost
the battle.

3. Thomas Kraus and the Fogarasch Milieu
The just five-hour-long Battle of Zenta also changed the life of the 34-year-old officer
Thomas Kraus, who fought among Count Rabutin’s Transylvanian regiment. Almost five
years later, on June 9, 1702, he was ennobled by Leopold I “for faithful services the said
subject rendered to our Majestic House of Austria on various occasions, times and places,
and which he undoubtedly will continue and multiply.” 12 One such occasion had been the
Battle of Zenta.
The certificate of ennoblement further states that: “With this writing, we advise all
those concerned, to whom it is useful, that with our Majesty’s present exemption letter the
intelligent citizen and inhabitant of the town of Fagaras in the county Albensi in Transylvania
Thomas Krausz is freed of his jobbagian obligations.” Being a Transylvanian Saxon, which
Thomas was, implies to the casual observer with some knowledge of Transylvania’s history
that he also was part of “a Saxon community of equals like no other in the world,” a view
also poetized in one of the most popular Saxon songs: “Where is a nobler race, without
master or servant?” The equal rights status of the Saxons would have meant that the letter’s
mention of vassal obligations was a mistake or just part of the ennoblement jargon. A closer
look reveals Fogarasch and its surroundings as a unique land in the midst of social and
11
The letters stand for: Franz Karl von Auersperg (1655 - 1713); Prince Eugen’s cousin
Ludwig von Baden (1655 - 1707) and Äneas von Caprara (1631 - 1701).
12

See Appendix A: The Patent of Nobility.

12

political changes when Thomas was born there in 1663. Until well into the 15th century the
land of Fogarasch belonged to Wallachia, an Ottoman tributary principality to the south.
Even in the 17th century, a few portions were still owned by Wallachian nobles such as the
Cantacuzinos and Brîncoveanus. The land as such was already mentioned in the 1224
Andreanum in which the Hungarian King “grants them [the Saxons] the right to use the
Blacis [Wallach] and Bissenis [Pesheneg] forests for common use with the Blacis and
Bissenis.” By the 17th century, the Bissenis had disappeared, presumedly absorbed by the
Wallachs, who eventually became known as Romanians, as the sole inhabitants. Not so in the
town of Fogarasch and its fortress, which was inhabited by Hungarians, Saxons, and
Romanians.
The name Fogarasch was associated with three entities: the actual town, the fortress
in that town, and the land south of the town and fortress, which extended to the east and west
with the Fogarasch mountains forming the southern border with Wallachia. All three entities
were governed by feudal rules when Thomas was born and stayed that way to some degree
until the end of the century and beyond.
The land was divided into three registry districts of which the middle, the Fogarasch
domain, was the largest. The Fogarasch was followed by the Porumbacu district to the west
and Comăna to the east. Most of the land was owned for some time by the Transylvanian
prince du jour. For whatever reason, princes decided to inscribe the land in their spouse’s
name. This was also the case in Thomas’ year of birth when Prince Michael Apafi signed
over the land, valued at 80,000 forints, to his wife, Anna Bornemisza. The land was not
100% owned by the princes or their wives. In the 1640 Register of Deeds, for example, there
was a total of 4,477 household units of which the reigning prince owned 90%. Ten percent
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were given to or mortgaged for good services by subordinates such as the fortress’s castellan,
while boyars and vecini owned other, also smaller lots. 13 The boyars and vecini were
descendants of left-over landowners from the end of the 15th century when the land had
belonged to Wallachia. All the Hungarian princes, but in particular George I Rákóczi
(reigned 1630-48), pursued a disenfranchising policy against the boyars and vecini. By the
end of the 17th century, the vecini either were forced into the lower rank of freemen, with just
a few being able to prove their status with old documents or paid their way into the higher
rank of boyars. Many boyars suffered the same fate when they could not produce enough
proof of their land ownership with only a minority being accepted into the Hungarian
nobility. The princes intended to discredit as many smaller landowners as possible in order to
increase their holdings. This phenomenon was not unique to Fogarasch, it happened to the
east in Ukraine with latifundia, and in the rest of Hungary and Western Europe with the
manorial system. The system relied on subjugated labor mostly made up of serfs. In 1640
they accounted for 3,784 or 85% of the 4,477 total households. The serfs had to work for the
prince 1 out of every 3 weeks and were tied to the land, as opposed to jeleri, who were
somewhat better off when it came to freedom of movement. The jeleri, who comprised
around 5% of the households, were free to move around. Unlike the serfs, however, the jeleri
did not own their small lot of land or houses. Up next on the social ladder were the depositi,
who also accounted for about 5% of the subjects who had relatively few obligations and were
free to move around, and part of the lower local nobility. Although the latter did not have the
right to pass on these privileges or take them along when they moved out of the land. The
13
Boyars were the landowners in Wallachia and Moldavia. The vecini (Romanian for
neighbors) were landowners of lesser status, with certain obligations to the boyars. D. Prodan,
Bojaren und “vecini” des Landes Fogarasch im 16. und 17. Jahrhundert (Bucharest: Verlag der
Akademie der Sozialistischen Republik Rumänien, 1967), passim.
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boyars, being small landowners, made up a little over 2% of all households, while the lower
nobility and the very poor each accounted for around 1%. The craftsmen are not singled out
and are listed among the other subjects since they also had to render services to the prince.
The author’s research did not uncover any indication of where Thomas’s parents were
located on this social and political ladder. There is an unconfirmed story that circulates in one
corner of the family, which states that Thomas’s father had been a “poor shoemaker from
Schirkanian,” a town not far from Fogarasch. Given that several of Thomas’s descendants
were tanners and shoemakers, there might be some truth to this story. The fact is that the
name “Kraus,” in any variation, does not appear in the 1640 Fogarasch Register of Deeds,14
which is probably an indication that the family did not reside in Fogarasch at the time.
Starting with the reign of Gabriel Bethlen (1613-1629) and ending in 1676 under the
watchful eye of Princess Bornemisza the fortress had undergone four major renovations and
additions, which turned it into a splendid royal residence. Records kept by the Princess and
her predecessors show a commensurate increase in expenditures, which such a new role
required. A “German,” most likely Saxon, gardener’s relatively high pay of 80 forints (in
cash and goods), more than half of the administrator’s annual salary of 150 forints, suggests
that Saxon skills seemed to have been appreciated. Saxon artisans such as carpenters and
wheelwrights who were called from the outside seemed to have been preferred over local
Hungarians and Romanians. This preference seems to indicate that there would have been
opportunities for skilled Saxons in Fogarasch, which most likely brought Thomas’s parents
to town. A June 1680 inventory list also shows the number of hides used to make 60 pairs of

D. Prodan, ed., Urbariile Ţării Făgăraşului, vol. I, 1601-1650 (Bucharest: Editura Academiei
Republicii Socialiste Romȃnia, 1970), passim.
14
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boots from Moroccan leather and 60 pairs of male and female shoes. An April 1679 cashier’s
record shows the acquisition of 80 Moroccan leather-hides, 30 hides for linings, 5 hides for
soles and 132 cordova leather-hides. The same record shows the purchase of 114 pairs of
boots and 176 pairs of shoes. Thus, there seems to have been a sizeable market for a tanner
living in Fogarasch, as Thomas might have been, but certainly several of his descendants
ended up being. According to a rule that was probably in effect during Thomas’s lifetime,
only the oldest son inherited the family’s land, while the younger brothers had to find other
ways to make a living. The land that the Fogarasch von Krauses passed on from generation to
generation was too small to split up. 15As we will see later, the family had set up a
fideicommissum in order to legally guard that arrangement.
The renovations of the fortress—turned castle—undertaken by Georg Rakoszi I in the
first half of the 17th century, were actually of a defensive nature. He built a second inner wall
on the vulnerable north and south sides and had the space between the walls filled with soil,
which created a now an 8-meter wide barrier. He widened and deepened the surrounding
moat, which was filled with water from the adjoining the River Alt.
These additions made the castle a formidable defensive structure that was never
conquered by force. But it also made it a prized possession. In the turbulent times of the mid17th century when the tug-of-war between the Ottomans and Habsburgs was interlaced with
Rakoszi II’s earlier mentioned adventures, the fortress offered refuge to Habsburg loyalists.
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The original lot of fields and meadows was probably only 52 Joch and 321 square Klafter or
75 acres within Fogarasch’s confines. Over time, to that were added another 70 acres (50 Joch) of
adjacent fields and meadows as well as a separate 70 acres lot on which the brick works were
situated. The brick works as such took up less than 2 acres, the rest being fields and meadows. 1
Joch = 1.42 acres = 1,600 square Klafter.
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Fig. 2 The Fogarasch fortress turned castle

Rakoszi’s ally, Wallachian Prince Constantin II Şerban, tried to conquer the area and
set an unsuccessful siege to the fortress. The town and fortress did not always agree on their
loyalties, leading to an armed confrontation between them in 1658, when the fortress
devastated the town. Later, on May 9,1688, the Transylvanian Diet convened in the main
hall of the castle to declare the end of the Ottoman suzerainty. The break with the Porte
paved the way for the installation of imperial troops in the Fogarasch, Görgeny, and Kövar
castles. That by itself did not end the conflicts and Fogarasch remained one of the main
targets for Turkish invaders until October 1690, when Ludwig von Baden16 forced them out
of Transylvania. Without the Ottoman threat, the Diet was able to reconvene in the main hall
from January 18 to January 26, 1691, at which time they accepted Leopold I’s rule.

16
Before Prince Eugen von Savoy it was his eight years older cousin Ludwig von Baden who
commanded the imperial army in Hungary. His victories over the Turks earned him the nickname
Türkenlouis.
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At least in some respects, the 150 years of Ottoman suzerainty had spared
Transylvania the fate of Bohemia, another area that caused troubles in the Habsburg empire.
The 1526 Battle of Mohacs that led to Transylvania’s quasi-independence coincided with the
spread of Protestantism in that region. It would be tough to find in Martin Luther’s Europe a
people better prepared to implement his teachings than the Transylvanian Saxons. According
to G.D. Teutsch:
The free state of mind and self-rule in towns and villages, in church and civic life
had undoubtedly for some time already prepared the road for the Reformation. The
streak of dissatisfaction in the Saxon people, its opposition to all the barriers by the
Roman church to spiritual and civic development was age old; more than once during
the 15th century had the serious fight against them taken their representatives to
Gran17 and Rome. 18
Preserving the right to elect their priests had been just one of them. It was the noble Markus
Pemfflinger who in 1521 had been elected the Saxon leader of Königsboden, who rendered
his full support to the dissemination of Luther’s teachings. Although Fogarasch was not
located on Königsboden, such aspects as religion also impacted the the one-third of Saxons
that lived in the Hungarian administered areas of Transylvania. Transylvania’s Hungarian
population also shared the enthusiasm for reformation, although they preferred the Calvinist
faith, establishing what came to be known as the Reformed Church. One drawback of the
Saxons’ being a minority in Hungarian-controlled Fogarasch was that they were exposed to

17
Gran, situated northwest of Budapest, was the seat of Hungary’s archbishopric to which
the Saxon bishop was subordinated until 1555 when the Saxons completed their conversion to
Lutheranism.
18
G.D. Teutsch, Geschichte der Siebenbürger Sachsen für das sächsische Volk. I. Band: Von
den ältesten Zeiten bis 1699 (Hermannstad, Transylvania: Druck und Welt Verlag von W. Krafft,
1899), 213.
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shenanigans by the reformed Hungarians despite the 1653 Approbaten law, 19 to the extent
that in 1666, when the Saxons’ pastor was moved to another location, their congregation
ceased to exist. Luckily for those ardent believers who were willing to travel ½ to 1 hour
west of the village of Bethlen they could attend services in a tiny Lutheran church there.
When the prospect of a Habsburg rule started to take shape, both the reformed Adel 20
and Lutheran Saxons came to recognize the potential problem they might encounter with the
arch-Catholic Habsburgs. The decimating reprisals that their Bohemian brothers in faith had
endured after the 1620 Battle of White Mountain were not something they wished to
experience. For this reason, they made sure to include the granting of complete religious
freedoms already in their first negotiations with Leopold’s representatives in 1686 as a
condition of their pledge of allegiance. Their request was also included in an agreement with
Karl von Lothringen, the head of the imperial army, the following year. Von Lothrigen had
come bolstered by a resounding victory against the Ottomans at Mohacs that August, a
triumph that tipped the balance of power in Vienna’s favor in the ongoing negotiations with
the still wavering Transylvanian Prince Apafi I. The Prince had been elected in 1661 with
Ottoman support as a rival to the Habsburg-backed Janos Kemeny. When Kemeny was killed
in battle against the Ottomans a year later, Apafi remained the uncontested ruler. The
Saxons’ agreement with von Lothringen was another step in this step-by-step Habsburg takeover of Transylvania. The next step was the drafting of the Leopoldinisches Diplom on
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The Approbaten law, passed in 1653, reiterated prior agreements that gave the four
approved churches of Transylania, i.e. the Roman Catholic, Reformed (Calvinist), Lutheran and
Unitarian churches, equal rights. The Orthodox-Catholic Church of which most Romanians were
members, was tolerated but not approved. G.D. Teutsch, Geschichte der Siebenbürger Sachsen, 440.
20
Adel is the name most often used for the Hungarian noblity in German Transylvanian
historiography.

19

December 4, 1691, which spelled out the details of the Habsburg rule, including the
guarantee of religious freedom in Transylvania. Unlike the 1609 Letter of Majesty, which
was issued by Rudolf II and guaranteed religious tolerance to his Bohemian subjects, with its
devastating effects when his successor repealed it, the Leopoldinisches Diplom, survived
until the end of the Habsburg monarchy albeit with needed reminders.
Emboldened by the Diplom, 130 Saxons from Fogarasch formally petitioned
Transylvania’s ruling Prince Michael Apafi II and Saxon Gräv (leader) Johann Sachs von
Hartneck on March 28, 1700, for their own priest and teacher. By this time Thomas Krausz
had been appointed captain of the strategically located Galatz bridge and was most likely one
of the signatories of the petition. Already a week later, a priest and a teacher accompanied by
students were on their way from Hermannstadt to Fogarasch. They carried with them a letter
of safe conduct issued by Count Rabutin, the Commanding General of the Imperial forces in
Transylvania (under whose command Thomas had fought at Zenta). In a village, about an
hour from Fogarasch, a Hungarian official and two reformed Hungarian nobles tried to
prevent them from passing. It took the threat of reporting the interferers as robbers to get by
them. The travellers finally reached Fogarasch, where the entire Saxon population welcomed
them. The first religious services after a 14-year interruption were held in a barn because the
Reformed church from which the Saxons had been expelled 14 years prior continued to
refuse them. A new Church, clergy house, and a school were first built out of wood, and after
they burned down the buildings were replaced by brick and mortar ones in 1753. By 1841 the
congregation had outgrown the buildings, and larger ones replaced them. These same
buildings are still standing today.
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II.
The Concurrence of Opposites: Artisan and Nobleman

1. Tanning Becomes a Family Business
That the Gräv had also sent a teacher along with the priest might indicate that
schooling for the Saxon children was not what it was supposed to be, which might have
affected Thomas’s then 14-year-old son, Thomas Jr. In the absence of complete
documentation, I shall piece together a possible course of the lives of the two Thomases
based on known facts. We know that Thomas Jr.’s son and grandson, Johannes Sr. and
Johannes Jr., were tanners. A generation later two of Johannes Jr.’s grandsons, Peter, and
Samuel, also became tanners.
In this inheritance document 21
issued after his death in 1878, Peter
is identified first as a businessman
(Geschäftsmann) and then as a
tanner. Being a businessman meant
that he was managing the tannery as
well as the landholdings and brick
Fig. 3 Inheritance document: Kraus Peter Geschäftsmann

works at the time. The last known
tanner in the family was Johannes
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Fogaras Foaia de proprietate: Mitbesizter zu gleichen Teilen: 1. Krausz Peter
Geschȃftsmann u Lederer und seiner Frau 2. Krausz Sarlote geborene Felmerer (February 15, 1880).
Copy in author’s possession.
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Jr.’s great-grandson, Josef. Another indication of the continuance of this trade in the family is
the Gärberbach (Tanner’s Creek) that bordered the family’s main property where the tannery
must have been. Together, these facts lead one to believe that the tannery was an ongoing
business passed on from generation to generation and could have very well been Thomas
Sr.’s profession. Following this train of thought, it may be helpful to investigate the nature
of the free-corps in which Thomas Sr. served at Zenta.
Beginning in 1675 a series of temporary free-corps (Frei-Compagnien) were
established as garrison troops (Garnisons-Truppen) and were stationed primarily in strategic
places in Hungary, including Transylvania, so as to give permanent troops the mobility to
move wherever needed. The free corps were made up of anywhere between 150 and 250
men but were stretched thin during the periods of unrests in Transylvania. The stationary
mode of these corps, together with the fact that their soldiers were allowed to have secondary
incomes made them less costly than the field army. The irregular pay caused the free corps to
be less disciplined, and the lack of emphasis on training meant that they were always ready to
fight.22 The number of these corps increased or decreased with the frequency of conflicts.
After the Ottoman siege of Vienna in 1683, their number increased in expectation of further
encounters. Obristleutnant Eberswein, after serving under Prussian Prince Friederich the
Great, in the 1678/79 winter campaign against the Swedes, 23 joined the imperial army and, in
1688, was tasked to form such companies in Kanizsa, Hungary. Two of these military units
22
Alphons Freiherr von Wrede, ed., Geschichte der K. und K. Wehrmacht: Die Regimenter,
Corps, Branchen und Anstalten von 1618 bis Ende des XIX Jahrhunderts, vol. 2 (Wien: Verlag von
L.W. Seidel & Sohn, 1898), 564.
23
August Riese. Friedrich Wilhelm’s des Groβen Churfürsten Winterfeldzug in Preußen und
Samogitien gegen die Schweden im Jahre 1678/79: Ein Beitrag zur brandernburgischen
Kriegsgeschichte (Berlin: Verlag der Königlichen Geheimen Ober-Hofbuchdruckerei, 1864), 47.
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(500 men) were stationed under his command in the garrison at Weißenburg 24 not far from
Fogarasch.
The stationary mode of the free corps and the allowance of a secondary income might
have been the reasons that Thomas joined the corps, which were likely stationed near his
tanning business in Fogarasch. To be a tanner at that time required a rigorous training process
as spelled out in the guild’s rules. An aspiring tanner would first become an apprentice, then
a journeyman, before finally qualifying as a master who was then expected to manage his
own apprentices and journeymen. Being a master would explain why Thomas was able to
become an officer rather than just a regular soldier. One can assume, and Obristleutnant
Eberswein probably did as well, that a master of any craft had to have leadership skills.
Prince Rakoszi approved the formation of Fogarasch’s tanner guild in 1643. By the
time Thomas joined the guild in the 1680s, it had become one of the most successful guilds
in Fogarasch. Its products had become well known beyond Fogarasch and given the
territory’s close links with Wallachia were sold there as well. The Tanners’ Street (Strada
Tăbăcarilor; Gerberstraße) remains to this day as a reminder of these heydays. 25
Of course, not everything happened as expected and when the Weißenburg corps
were added to General Rabutin’s expeditionary force, Thomas had to leave Weißenburg and
home for a while. Thomas Jr. was only 11 years old at the time, too young to take over his
father’s tanning business. But Thomas Sr.’s journeymen and apprentices could have

24
A letter dated April 7, 1971 from Vienna’s Kriegsarchiv confirms that “Thomas Krauß of
the Eberswein-schen Freicompanie zu Stuhlweissenburg” was one of the officers dismissed when
the corp was dissolved in 1699. Copy in author’s possession.
25

Ioan Ciupea, Fȃgȃraş, Mic Îndreptar Turistic (Bucureşti: Editura Sport-Turism, 1983), 39.

23

operated it, since they had gained experience on their own while Thomas was performing his
officer duties in Weißenburg.
One might call this the optimistic view of Thomas’s life. There is of course an
alternative, more pessimistic, possibility. Thomas Sr. could have been desperate for a job
when he joined the corps in Kanizsa at 25 years of age with the responsibility of caring for
his 2-year-old son and without any other source of income. In the 9 years before the Battle of
Zenta his skills might have helped him gain the rank of an officer. Those skills would have
also helped Thomas gain special recognition for his leadership during the Battle. From Prince
Eugen’s correspondence with Viennese officials, including a letter to Leopold describing the
Battle, we know that paying the troops was a continuous problem for Vienna’s treasury.
Therefore, it is likely that Thomas did not receive regular compensation after his return to the
Weißenburg-garrison. Only after his dismissal in 1699 as part of a more general reduction in
the number of free-corps 26 and his appointment as captain of the Galatz bridge could his pay
have become more regular. All this alternative does is shift the start of tanning in the family
forward, from the first to the third generation.

2. Thomas’s First Assignment after Zenta and the Future of Tanning
With the Habsburg take-over, the bridge that crossed the River Alt from Fogarasch to
the Galatz-village had come under the jurisdiction of Vienna’s Obrist-Schiff- und BrückenAmt that controlled all shipping on and crossings over the Danube and its tributaries. This
River Ships and Bridge Authority was created by the imperial directive of March 23, 1685, to
primarily facilitate all military transports and crossings but also civilian ones. The military
26
According to a report from the Hofkriegsrat of March 3., 1699 two compagnies from
Weißenburg totalling 500 men were on the ‘Armee-Reduction’ list. Copy in author’s posession.
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importance diminished over time with the receding Ottoman threat while the revenuegenerating civilian crossings gained in importance. The military, clergy, and nobility were
excused from paying the relatively high tolls for the crossing. 27 The revenues more than
covered the maintenance, protection, and administrative costs making it a good source of
income for the royal treasury. Because of its multiple functions (i.e., securing military and
related crossings; commercial crossings) as well as a source of considerable income to the
royal coffers) the Shipping and Bridge Authority was subordinated to the Hofkriegsrat, 28 the
Hofkammer, 29 and the General-Kriegs-Commissariats-Amt,30 which made getting any
approvals of requests at local levels such as Fogarasch rather cumbersome. But Thomas’s
experience as a formal officer of the imperial army prepared him probably better than
anybody else in Fogarasch for the cumbersome Habsburg bureaucracy. His officer
experience was also helpful in handling his staff, which taking into account the multiple
functions, could have numbered at least 10 people 31 according to some examples I found.

27
Everybody else had to pay 1 Kreuzer (a 60th of a forint) per person, 2 Kreuzer if the person
carried merchandise or 1 additional Kreuzer for each sheep, goat, pig or calf , 3 Kreuzer for cattle, 12
Kreuzer for a two horse-wagon and 30 Kreuzer for a four horse wagon. Abteilung für
Kriegsgeschichte des k.k. Kriegs-Archives, Feldzüge des Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen: Nach Feld-Acten
und anderen authentischen Quellen, I.Serie – I. Band (Wien: Verlag des k.k. Generalstabes. 1876),
200-202.
28

Emperor.
29

The Hofkiregsrat was the Empire’s highest military authority responding only to the
The Hofkammer was the highest financial authority responding only to the Emperor.

30
The General-Kriegs-Commissariats-Amt provided Commissäre to the troops in the field
through which it controlled all the procurements, finacial needs and the appearance of the soldiers
and officers. It had been elevated by Leopold I to a Hofstelle, which gave it considerable
independence and as such was now “coordinated” rather than “controlled” by the Hofkriegsrat and
the Hofkammer.
31

Abteilung für Kriegsgeschichte, Feldzüge des Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen, 202.
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The fact that the bridge was a completely wooden “marvel of water and bridge structures” 32
covered with shingles most likely meant the need for an additional handyman and carpenter.
In addition to its proximity to the border with the Ottoman vassal Wallachia, now an enemy,
the staff might have included military guards, at least at the beginning. Adding them up leads
us to believe that the staff amounted to 14-16 people 33 plus Thomas, the bridge captain.34
If we follow the optimistic thread of Thomas’s life, he would have continued his
tanning business even as bridge captain. It is also possible that Thomas Jr. continued both
jobs since it was common practice for an interested son whose father had served the
government honorably to take over his position when the father retired. The same could have
been the case with the tanning business for which Thomas Jr. could have started his
apprenticeship at home, as long as both father and son adhered to the guild’s rules.
Fogarasch’s tanner’s guild was subordinated to the Saxon Nation’s guild, headquartered in
Hermannstadt, despite its location outside the Königsboden.35 The Saxons had had such a
headstart in crafts and the associated formation of the guilds that they ended up controlling

32
Johann Michael Ballmann, Stastische Landeskund im Grundrisse, vol. 1 (Hermannstadt:
Verlag Martin Hochmeister, 1801), 99. This mention refers in fact to a 1777-1783 built copy of the
bridge that existed when Thomas took over and that had burned down.
33
1 ship/boat care-taker; 1 toll collector; 2 bridgeworkers; 2 push-workers; 4 water-workers;
1 handyman; 1 carpenter; 2-4 military guards = 14-16 plus Thomas the bridge-captain. There is no
indication that they had to work more than one shift.
34
In 1971, Ernst von Kraus, a family member, had commissioned a local historian to research
Thomas’s ennoblement. In his report, the historian had cited a description of the staff of a BrückenHauptmann from the Feldzüge des Prinzen Eugen, V. Band page 105. Here the staff totalled 90
people. A closer look shows this as an ambulant unit tasked with the building of bridges for troopcrossings where there were no permanent bridges.
35

G.D. Teutsch, Geschichte der Siebenbürger Sachsen, 491.
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them in Transylvania. There were, of course, “illegal” craftsmen, particularly in the villages
outside the guild’s radar, but if detected they were fined with a 60 forints Landeskür 36 or
forced to close their businesses. While the guild’s rules protected the Krauses and all the
other members from price competition, they also stifled innovation, which was one of the
causes of their decline and the guilds’ morphing into craft societies in 1872. 37 The last tanner
in the family was Josef of the seventh generation who died in Fogarasch in 1890. The 1870s
and 1880s were the times when those who wanted to stay in business had to invest in new
cost-saving technologies that had made imports from western Europe competitive, even with
the added customs duties. For a tanner, that meant steam-driven machines such as the
essential leather splitting machine. The manual splitter had size and speed limitations that
were overcome with the more powerful steam. The machine as such was not too expensive
(approximately 1200 forints) but the steam installation with its space and safety requirements
cost many times that of the splitter.

Fig. 4 How the splitter works

36

Landeskür = cure for the damage done to the state.

Ciupea, Fȃgȃraş, Mic Îndreptar Turistic, 49.

37

27

Steam was used for both the powering of the machines and for the production of highly
concentrated tanning extracts that were capable of reducing tanning time from months to
several weeks. The initial investors in these new technologies experienced learning curves
that included costly mistakes, as was the case for the incipient Karres Werke in Mediasch.
Samuel Karres, a successful traditional tanner, decided to upgrade from a steam producing
traction engine (Lokomobile) with limited capacity to a higher capacity steam installation,
complete with a walled-in boiler and steam engine at the cost of around 10,000 forints.38
When, however, business did not grow fast enough to use up all this additional steam
capacity, he decided to purchase a self-contained steam-powered mill to take business away
from the neighboring Kokel-river mills. Competing with the lower cost water mills would
have been difficult if as luck would have it, 14 days of rain had not caused a major swelling
of the river putting all the water mills out of business for a while. The generated income
bridged the financial needs until the business had grown enough to use up all the new
installation's steam capacity. 39 Karres Werke went on to become one of Transylvania’s
leading leather manufacturing enterprises.
It is needless to say that the automation of the tanning process caused a considerable
decrease in the number of old-fashioned tanners. Although the registered number of more
than 700 Transylvanian tanners (Gerbermeister) had not changed much over several decades,
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To put this in perspective, a homestead in those days would cost ca. 2000 forints.

Karres, 300 Jahre Gerber. Available on site at the Siebenbürgische Bibliothek in
Gundelsheim, Germany. Copy in author’s posession.
39
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by 1867 only half of them were active. 40 The initial decline actually started before the new
technologies reached Transylvania.
One cause had been the political turmoil of the 1848-49 revolutionary years. In
Transylvania, it turned into a civil war when the Saxons and Romanians sided with the
imperial forces against the Hungarian patriot Lajos Kossuth,41 whose inspiring speeches
called for the removal of the “dead hand of Viennese absolutism.” Kossuth had tasked Polish
freedom fighter Jozef Bem with the campaign in Transylvania. He was so successful that the
unscathed at that time Tsar Nicholas I worried about pandemonium in his western territories
and agreed to help. In a quite short order, the Russian troops prevailed on July 31, 1849,
along with the Transylvanian Army Corps 42 in the Battle of Segesvár,43 not far from
Fogarasch. The aftermath of these clashes was one of doubt regarding the political stability
of the Habsburg Empire, which only with Russian help had just avoided falling apart, an
atmosphere not very conducive to risky new ventures. And as mentioned earlier, imported
leather produced in Western Europe with more efficient machines had become affordable
even with the added customs duties. It was, therefore, difficult for the relatively smaller
tanner from Fogarasch to make a living.

40
Peter Josef Frank, Siebenürgens hervorragende Bestimmung als Industrie-Land.
(Hermannstadt: Verlag Franz Dressuandt. 1868), 88.
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Lajos Kossuth, a member of Hungary’s lower nobility, had become an international hero in his
fight for independence from Austria. In the summer of 1849, after a brief period as “governor” of
Hungary, he was forced into exile by the Russian army.
42

The Transylvanian Army Corps of around 8,000 was made up of Romanians and Saxons
commanded by the Austrian General Eduard Clam-Gallas.
43
Due to a statute requiring the use of Hungarian names for all Transylvanian towns this battle is
recorded in most history books under the town’s Hungarian name although Schäßburg had
throughout its history a predominantly Saxon population.
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It should be therefore no wonder to see the younger generation of Krauses starting to
make a living in the related but safer shoemaking business as well as tepidly in other
occupations. But before we continue with this younger generation, let us go back to Thomas
Sr. who, as mentioned earlier, was ennobled by Leopold I for his “faithful services the said
subject rendered to our Majestic House of Austria on various occasions, times and places.” 44

3. The Ennoblement
Probably the most important of these occasions was the Battle of Zenta. We know
that in the days after the battle Prinz Eugen requested “the advancement of all those officers
who had distinguished themselves at Zenta.” 45 Thomas was probably one of them. However,
the temporary nature of the free corps that were dismissed just two years later made an
advancement in rank not the best reward for an extraordinary act. One can surmise that it
must have been an extraordinary act for which he was ennobled, maybe something as
important as having killed Elmas Mehmed, the Grand Vizier, and retrieved the Grand Seal.
This act was committed by somebody from General Rabutin’s regiment, part of which was
the Ebersweinsche Frei Compagnie. It could have also been one of the subordinates who
committed the act for which Thomas, his officer, could have been rightly ennobled. We will
never know because the documents I found do not reveal the exact action that prompted the
ennoblement.
From the documents, it is also unclear whether the ennoblement was associated with a
grant of land or if the land we know the family owned was acquired otherwise. We also know
44
“…fidelitate, fidelibusque servitus, quae ipse Nobis, Augustaeque Nostra Domui Austriacae pro
locorum at temporum varietate…” Appendix A The Patent of Nobility.
45

Kausler, Das Leben des Prinzen Eugen von Savoyen, 82.
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that the family had established a rule by which the oldest son would inherit the land. From a
legal battle in the 1920s, between Friedrich Wilhelm, the eighth generation’s oldest son and
Rudolf Proksch, the husband of his deceased younger sister who died early, we know that the
family had protected this rule through an earlier mentioned fideicommissum. The real estate
outside the protected land that was acquired or brought in by marriage was divided among
the sisters and younger brothers. This additional land, however, was never enough for a
leisurely life. There were times, it seems, when such unprotected real estate was not even
available. The lack of enough land-holdings meant that the younger brothers and brother inlaws had to work for their incomes. We do not know when exactly the family instituted these
rules, but I found them reflected in 19th- and 20th-century documents.
The dissolution of Thomas’s Frei-Compagnie was triggered by the January 26, 1699,
Treaty of Karlowitz, by which the Ottoman Empire agreed to the loss of suzerainty over the
Principality of Transylvania, which had already accepted the Habsburg rule a few years
earlier. While the Habsburg rule assured religious freedom through the Leopoldinisches
Diplom, it also imposed considerable taxes and billeting. The taxes levied on Transylvania
were 400,000 forints in war time and 50,000 forints in times of peace with the provision that
under special circumstances the amount could be raised to 800,000 forints. Vienna claimed,
for example, such a special circumstance when the Spanish war of succession occurred. The
billeting too went beyond the mere shelter including forced donations of food and alcohol.
The timing of the taxes so soon after the devastations of the completed wars on
Transylvanian soil, made life so much more difficult that some debt-ridden Saxons ended up
in serfdom. In towns like Fogarasch the crafts did not fare well either. According to Friedrich
Teutsch, the “petrified rules of the guilds had made the craftmen’s work much more
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difficult…and obligated them to offer their time for the building of churches and schools,” 46
which was the case in Fogarasch due to the earlier mentioned blocked common use with the
reformed Hungarians.
Under these circumstances, Thomas must have considered himself lucky when he was
given the job of the bridge captain. The ennoblement had added prestige and maybe landownership as well. An individual who owned “46 Joch, 6 oxen, 2 horses, 7 cows and calfs,
10 pigs, 12 sheep and 20 beehives” 47 was considered wealthy at that time. His approximately
52 Joch (75 acres) land with a homestead enhanced by its location within the town’s borders
would have been more than enough to put him in that category and, together with his title,
would have made him part of Fogarasch’s elite and the domain’s 1% nobility.

4. The Emergence of Hungarian Nationalism
All of Fogarasch could have considered itself lucky to be spared the devastations
caused by the anti- Habsburg revolt of the kuruc (Kuruzzen) that afflicted the Saxon
communities on Königsboden. It started in 1703 and with Louis XIV’s financial support
lasted eight years before General Rabutin, who was still the commander in Transylvania,
was able to subdue it. The only mention of Fogarasch in these eight years was in
connection with Sachsengräv Sachs von Hartneck’s 48 1703 arrest in Hermannstadt and
detention in Fogarasch’s fortress when Count Rabutin deemed Hermannsradt too
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dangerous a place for that. 49 As in Karres Werke’s case where the water mills’
misfortune created an opportunity for a steam-driven one, here too, the destructions
suffered by the Saxon towns and villages probably benefitted Fogarasch’s unscathed
businesses.
The revolt of the kuruc, however, would indirectly affect Fogarasch’s Saxon
community in a negative way. After the Ottomans’ laissez-faire political approach that
Transylvania had gotten used to, the more intrusive Habsburg approach would become a
continuous irritation for the Hungarians. The revolt was an expression of this element. There
had been frictions with the Habsburgs before the Ottoman take-over in the early 16th century,
but this time, there was a more intense ethnic side to it that affected all Saxons. The kuruc
associated (the German ethnic) Saxons with Austria, their enemy, what they called the
“foreign German nation.” 50 As the Hungarians’ national feelings intensified, so did the
mistrust and divisions between the two ethnicities.
On the Landtag of 1542, the Saxons had achieved full-fledged participation in
Transylvania’s political life, complete with veto-power. In that session, the Adel, Szekler,
and Saxons, renewed an earlier pledge to cooperate, which they had hailed as their “Union of
Three Nations,” which now became also the principality’s constitution. This constitution
empowered the appointed council (later Gubernium), made up of representatives from all
three nations, to pass laws that could, however, go into effect only with the seals of all three
nations. In those days, social status played a larger role than ethnicity. The Adel wanted the
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union because it needed help from the Saxons and Szekler on two fronts, in curbing the
recurring peasant upheavals and against the king’s temptations to limit their privileges. The
Saxons needed help protecting their material well-being from foreign invaders. The rifts in
the Landtag over the years had more to do with the Adel’s attempt to encroach on the
Saxons’ special rights than questions of ethnicity. And, that would continue for a while,
including after the adoptation of the Leopoldenisches Diplom. The diplom shifted some
powers to Vienna, which, as we will see, would benefit the Saxons at least for a period. The
new governors’ powers were curtailed versus those of the princes’ under Ottoman suzerainty.
In fact, all the top government positions including that of the governor had to be sanctioned
by the emperor, which previously were elected and seldom challenged by the Porte. But the
kuruc revolt had ignited a Magyar feeling that would simmer and eventually become a
nationalist movement that would peak emotionally in the middle of the next century and
politically a few years later in the Ausgleich of 1867. The emotions that drove it were
reactions to real or imagined overreaches by Vienna. In referring to the nationalist movement
in Bohemia, Rita Krueger captures its essence as being a “shifting political phenomena of
opposition,” 51 which applies here as well. In Transylvania’s ethnic mix any nationalist
movement of one group ended up as a detriment to the others, particularly when driven to
such extremes as forced Magyarization.
While Transylvania’s Magyars and Szekler, their ethnic cousins,52 always felt part of
neighboring Hungary when it came to language and culture, the Saxons did not have that
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luxury. Their closest neighbor in language, but not so much in culture and not at all in
religion, was Austria. The religious divide was deep between the arch-Catholic Austrians and
protestant Saxons, keeping them apart and making advancement to higher positions difficult
for even the ablest Saxons. In this regard, Joseph II stated referring to Brukenthal, at the time
probably the most adept Saxon: “Brukenthal in Vienna is quite a skilled man; he knows
science, he can write, can keep his calm, he could be useful in the highest office if it were not
for his religion.” 53 The closest German-speaking Lutheran lands were quite a distance away,
northwest of Vienna, in Sachsen and Thüringen. And that is where the Saxons’ preferred
universities were. Brukenthal attended university in Halle until he and other compatriots had
to leave when the Seven Years War made that hostile territory. Later, in the 20th century, as
we will see, when transportation became less cumbersome and religion lost in importance the
relationship with Germany intensified again.

5. The Family Tanning Business and Why It Would End
As for Thomas who had just been ennobled by the kurucs’ arch-enemy a year before
the revolt started, he most likely would have lost his life if he had fallen into their hands.
That probably would have also been the fate of his entire family. Instead, shortly after the
revolt, his grandson was born in 1713. While with Thomas Sr. and Thomas Jr. we simply
surmised they had been tanners, Johannes is identified as one in our family records.
Until the late 19th-century, tanning was more an art than a science: it required
rigorous training and considerable experience to be successful. The process of converting
animal skin to leather starts with the removal of the skin's hair and its degreasing. The goal of

53

Friedrich Teutsch, Geschichte der Siebenbürger Sachsen, vol. 2, 158.

35

the tanning process is to drastically reduce the skin’s susceptibility to hydrolysis or the
separation of chemical bonds caused by water. Without this reduction, the skin would
degrade and be rendered useless. The way this process is carried out determines the quality of
the resulting leather products. The tanning principle has always been the same: to displace
the collagen’s or protein’s water. The collagen is what makes up the skin, which is turned
into leather by replacing its water content. The tannin molecule is ideal for this because it
bonds easily with proteins and draws out liquid. Until the end of the 19th-century, tanners
used tannins available in the bark of trees and some plants. The process is complex, and the
skins require multiple treatments lasting up to two months for the molecules to be fully
extracted and for the tannin molecules to take their places in just the right ways. 54 With the
discovery of chromium in 1797, a new way of doing it started to take hold in the second half
of the 19th century. Using chrome reduced the required time and allowed the eventual
automation, which reduced the months-long process to one day.
It also meant the end of a profession. Josef of the seventh generation, who died in
1890, was the last tanner in the family.
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III.
New Beginnings: The Zeiden Branch and a New Craft

1. Disturbance in the Line of Succession Causes a New Branch
After the kuruc upheaval trade and crafts prospered just by filling the pent-up demand
that had been building during the turbulent years. Leather and all the other items were made
in their traditional ways; there were no revolutionary new methods in the crafts. The number
of guilds increased with just a few exceptions such as the glovemakers that had fallen victim
to changing fashions. Fogarasch’s and Hermannstadt’s crafts, in particular, experienced an
additional boost when the Via Carolina was completed, which connected their area via the
Alt-valley with Little Wallachia, Habsburg’s latest acquisition in 1718. This boost, however,
was shortlived, as it ended when the Ottomans regained the territory and integrated it into
their larger vassal Wallachia through the 1739 Treaty of Belgrade. The war that had started in
1736 was a mixed bag. On one hand, it created an atmosphere of uncertainty again, although
it did not reach north into Transylvania, while on the other hand, it offered business
opportunities for all those who produced military wares, which included items of leather. The
Alt-valley was where troops would transit from Transylvania to Wallachia. It most likely
helped Johannes grow his business. Given that his son, Johannes Jr, was born in 1738, I
assume that he was well past his journey years and masterpiece when the war started. An
early break like this, even in the continuation of his father’s business, creates tremendous
confidence in a young man, which is usually the key to a successful business. A few decades
later, talk about many artisans not having enough work and the lucky ones that owned land
spending more time tending to it than to their craft, indicates that the increase in guilds and
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their memberships created an oversupply of their products. Such an oversupply usually
weeds out the lower-skilled tradesmen. By this time, however, the Krauses seemed way past
such a stage of insecurity, from both the social and business standpoint. They most likely
were hands-on managers of both the tannery and the work on their land. Unlike Samuel
Karres, they did not seem interested in turning the tannery into a larger enterprise. And their
land was a small fraction of the type the Adel held, but larger than that of most Saxons on
Königsboden. In Zeiden, for example, which had become part of the Königsboden by the end
of the 15th century, the average land holding was 7 ½ Joch with the wealthiest Saxon owning
76 Joch or 16 fewer than the Krauses. So, neither the tannery nor the land produced enough
revenue to lend themselves to leasing and would require their direct involvement. That
tanning continued to be passed on in the family until the traditional production methods died
out indicates a well-established and successful business capable of riding out market lows
and taking full advantage of market highs. Each of the first three generations produced only
one male offspring. Progenitiveness would change Johannes Jr., who had three daughters and
two sons, Johannes (b.1772) and Thomas (b.1785). The fideicommissum would have had
Johannes inherit the land and Thomas continue the family tanning business or another chosen
path. A disturbance of some kind must have happened in the line of succession unless the
fideicommissum was not yet installed. If we assume it was, the disturbance might have been
caused by Johannes’s first marriage, which although it produced two sons, both of them died
in 1805 just one month apart from each other. There was no pestilence at that time in
Fograrasch, so it could have been an infectious childhood disease such as scarlet fever that
cost the lives of the five-year-old and less than one-year-old. Their death might have
persuaded Johannes Sr. to make a one-time change to the succession by giving the land to
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Thomas, Johannes's junior of 13 years. Divorce or death ended Johannes’s first marriage the
same year the two boys died. It probably was a divorce, because the mourning would have
stopped him from marrying just a few months after the sons passed away. The second
marriage produced three daughters and two sons of whom only the oldest daughter was born
in Fogarasch. The other four were born about 30 miles east of Fogarasch in the Saxon town
of Zeiden. We do not know why the family moved to Zeiden. We know, however, that
sometimes after his 1832 marriage in Zeiden, Johann moved back to Fogarasch. We do not
know whether his parents went along. Nevertheless, Thomas, the younger of the two sons
born in 1812, became the founder of the Zeiden branch of the family. He became the first in
a line of shoemakers in Zeiden.

2. The Height of Saxon Political Power: Brukenthal and the Habsburg Reforms
The earlier mentioned talk about a period of low demand for crafts was the contents
of a letter written in 1779 by Governor Brukenthal to Baron Reischach.55 While trades and
commerce, in general, were in decline the Saxons experienced their political highpoint in
Transylvania when Samuel von Brukenthal became governor in 1774. 56 From the Adel’s
perspective, this never should have happened. And, according to Joseph II’s earlier mention
about how Brukenthal’s Lutheran religion would prevent him from higher office, it should
not have happened from the Habsburg point of view either. Several factors played a role in
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his attaining this office: the ambitions of a “social climber;” 57 his political adroitness that had
impressed even the Adel enough to accept his ascension; and, as important, the “chemistry”
that existed between his and Maria Theresia’s character, which overcame the religious
barrier. Only 240 years later would another Saxon attain a higher office than Brukenthal’s.58
When he became governor, the Saxons totalled just under 100,000 or 6.5% of the 1.5 million
Transylvanians. The majority, 52% of the total population, were Romanians, most of them
serfs devoid of any political power. But, 41% were ruling Hungarians who as such expected
to hold the highest office in the land and did so except for a few appointments directly from
the monarch’s inner circle before Brukenthal’s. His governorship kept the Saxons from
reprisals although envious Hungarians might have voiced unpleasantries under their breath.
The political blow to the Saxons came, however, not from the Hungarians but from a less
expected side, Joseph II, who upon his mother’s death in 1780 was finally free to reign
without her interference. He instituted enlightenment-inspired reforms for which neither the
Adel nor the Saxons were ready. Maria Theresia had started to introduce reforms already in
the 1740s but had done it in a subtle way. Kaspar Sternberg (1761-1838), a Bohemian
aristocrat and intellectual had to say this about the Theresian reforms and the way they were
implemented:
anyone who would take the trouble to read through all the decrees issued under Maria
Theresa would be convinced that she sought reform in all areas, but no
revolution….Acting cautiously with people and even deep-rooted prejudices, without
being conspicuous, she altered little in form, but a great deal in essence; and since she
was personally beloved by all, she accomplished much more than her successor
without occasioning the slightest upset in her vast lands. 59
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Joseph II’s reforms created a paradox for the second half of Brukenthal’s administration.
Here was this forward-thinking Saxon who for his entire life had pursued the freemasons’
ideals of equal rights and opportunities for his, in his view, beleaguered Saxon community,
confronted with Joseph II’s intent to put them into practice for everybody even the neglected
Romanians. These were radical ideas for those days, although not so much in today’s eyes:
for example, the individual voting right was meant only for the three nations, Hungarian,
Szekler, and Saxon. The Romanian majority was represented in the Landtag only by its
bishops in an advisory, non-voting role. The biggest loss for the Saxons was the abolishment
of the constitutionality of Transylvania’s three nations, which changed their status overnight
from an equal partner to that of a minor one, representing the minority they had been all
along. While this seems fair today, the elimination of the old administrative boundaries and
their replacement with quite arbitrary ones would not make too much sense even today. Of
course, such dramatic changes, particularly when ordered from above encountered enormous
resistance from the bureaucracy and from all those who had to give up centuries-old rights.
Realizing the lack of success of his reforms Joseph rescinded them on his deathbed in 1790.
In his diary, Michael von Heydendorff Jr., a Saxon noble, marks May 11, 1790 as an
unforgettable day for his community: “All the Saxon rights-attesting constitutional
documents that had been archived are retrieved and rehabilitated with great pomp, even
special flags were hoisted with the Latin inscription ‘The Privileges of the Saxon Nation are
Returned on May 11, 1790.’” 60 Nevertheless, the “equal rights for all” seeds had been
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planted and would start to erode the Saxons’ role as an equal partner of the three nations. To
the Hungarians, the imposition of German as the official language, which Joseph had
instituted without any other intent but to streamline the empire’s bureaucracy, offered
another impetus for the magyarization of Saxons and Romanians alike, a theme that became
a topic of debate in most future Landtags.
The erosion of political power and their social separation had a beneficial side effect
for the Saxons who started to organize various clubs (Vereins) with enough of an ethnic tinge
to keep them primarily Saxon.
In 1765, before he became governor Brukenthal masterminded the takeover of
Fogarasch, the land, fortress, and town by the Saxon Nation. The Nation paid Vienna
200,000 forints for a 99-year lease at whose expiration the payment would be returned. The
amount was reduced by 60,000 forints so that the communities along the border with
Wallachia could be used as protectors, leaving Vienna with 140,000 forints that it paid
Bethlen, the Hungarian noble who had a claim on the land. 61 That Michael von Brukenthal,
Samuel’s brother, was appointed Fogarasch’s Oberkapitän62 must have been beneficial to
Fogarasch’s Saxon community. Unlike the Saxon towns on Königsboden, Fogarasch had
been a cosmopolitan town all along and there is no indication that the Saxon Nation’s takeover with a Saxon leader changed much in the ethnic and social makeup. On the fields, the
Romanian serfs continued to remain serfs for quite a while longer. The land of the Krauses
did not include any village with serfs; they used freemen for help. In the tannery, they
continued to use apprentices and journeymen most likely of different ethnicities. We know
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that in 1783 the Saxon Nation had to rebuild the Galatz bridge that had either burned down or
was washed away by a flood. Its new, impressive structure described in 1804 by Pastor
Michael Lebrecht, included a built in toll-booth and living quarters for the toll collector,
which would indicate that the peaceful times had eliminated the need for anybody beyond the
collector. 63

3. Sixth Generation Thomas von Kraus: Start of the Zeiden Branch
The aforementioned disturbance in the line of succession might have prompted 1772born Johannes to try his luck in Zeiden shortly after his second marriage in 1805. Of the five
children from this marriage, only two remained in Zeiden with the other three returning to
Fogarasch probably sometimes after Johann Jr.’s marriage in 1832, which was recorded in
Zeiden. By this time, the father, Johannes Sr., had probably died in Zeiden, which could have
been the reason for the return now that the party that was wronged by the disturbance had
passed away. The two that remained were 1812-born Thomas and his oldest sister, 1806-born
Anna-Maria who had married there. One of the reasons Thomas might have chosen to
become a shoemaker, a trade related to the family’s tanning tradition, could have been the
unhealthy conditions of the process that turned hides into leather. Even if as masters the
Krauses were directing more than actually doing the physical work the exposure to toxic
elements happened nevertheless. Besides that, to become a master one had to do the actual
work in the younger years, when they were more susceptible to injury. All three
tanners―Peter (b.1835), brother Samuel (b.1837) and nephew Josef (b.1838)―died
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relatively young at 43, 45 and 52 years of age respectively, while their oldest brothers, Josef
(b.1819) and Johann (b.1833) who had inherited the land, died at 88 and 76 years of age
respectively. The short lifespan might also explain, at least partly, the single issues of the first
three generations, Thomas Sr., his son Thomas Jr., and Junior’s son Johannes whose dates of
death we do not have to prove the point.
Thomas, the first recorded shoemaker of the family, had outlived the Krauses’ longest
living tanner by 10 years when he passed away in 1874 in Zeiden.
When Thomas was born, Zeiden had 3,264 inhabitants, 75% of whom were Saxons
and 25% Romanians.64 Like 12 other Saxon communities in the southeastern corner of
Transylvania, by the end of the 14th century, Zeiden had ended up under the tutelage of
nearby Kronstadt. A legend simplifies this state of affairs: at the time when they still had
equal rights, they decided to settle their rivalry over the region’s supremacy by announcing a
market in each location on the same day. Where most sellers and buyers would show up
should decide the leader. Kronstadt supposedly won hands down. Since the legend was kept
alive all these years, it tells us that Zeiden accepted Kronstadt’s leading role and that it
believed in the forces of their crafts and trade. Like many relationships, this also was not
always smooth. Just a few years before Thomas’s birth, a magistrate had decided that the
Zeiden weaver’s guild had violated Kronstadt guild’s prerogative to weave linen out of
cotton instead of the permitted flax (the flax harvest in Zeiden had been pretty bad that
year). 65
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The first mention of cobblers along with four other guilds in Zeiden was in 1597. This
was much later than in the Saxon towns that had been part of the Königsboden from the
beginning, such as Hermannstadt which had had 19 well-established guilds as early as
1376. 66
But by the time Thomas started his business in the 1830s, it was already a wellestablished guild with over 30 members. Zeiden’s population had increased by 11% or 361
persons in the quarter century since his birth, which alone would have created work for at
least two if not more cobblers. But after 1838 the growth rate declined, which forced his
second son Josef (b.1844) to establish himself in Holbav, a small, nearby, all Romanian
village. I assume that Thomas Jr., the oldest son born in 1838, inherited the father’s business
keeping a fideicommissum of sorts 67 alive as a family rule. They might have partnered for a
few years before Thomas Sr. retired. Signs of mechanized shoe-making had started a while
ago in Western Europe, fluctuating up in war and down in times of peace. To adapt to the
inevitable the Landtag passed the Commercial Law (Gewerbegesetz) in 1872 which
abolished the guilds and opened the crafts and trades for everybody who wanted to
participate. The increased competition weeded out the weak but, unlike in tanning, it did not
eliminate the entire old fashioned trade. There was no “chromium” in the shoe-making
process that had revolutionized tanning to such an extent that only those who could invest in
the new technology were able to survive. Therefore, the 1848-49 unrests with the resulting
risk-averse atmosphere were not a major factor in the changes of the cobbler business. Good
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cobblers were still needed for customized footwear and repairs. But their numbers declined
drastically; in a span of just 25 years, they had shrunk to only 15 in Zeiden.68

4. Thomas von Kraus III
In 1867, Hungary realized its much sought-after goal of equal political status with
Austria, which became known as the Ausgleich. That Austria finally did appease Hungary
was a sign of nationalism’s increasing centrifugal force that 50 years later would disintegrate
the Empire. Hungary had shrewdly used Austria’s weakness created by the latter’s
humiliating defeat in the Seven Weeks’ War with Prussia. Lacking its royalty for the past
half a millennium Hungary compromised on that issue by accepting the emperor as its
sovereign.
Times had changed, when one considers that just 100 years before the Hungarians,
for reasons of their own 69 along with the Saxons persuaded Maria Theresia to turn
Transylvania from a Principality (Fürstentum) to a Grand Principality (Großfürstentum). The
transition had removed any vestige of dependence from Hungary, including the symbolic
Hungarian cross from Transylvania’s coat of arms. 70 Now Transylvania went back to where
it had been almost 350 years earlier when the Turks had freed it from Hungarian tutelage.
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Just nine years after the Ausgleich, the Saxon Nation was stripped of its formal
political power and reduced to an ethnic foundation that would administer the vast land
holdings of the former nation. Thus the Saxons were left only with a more ephemeral
political power offered by these land holdings as well as their prestige within the larger
Transylvanian community. The foundation’s umbrella, even with its much reduced political
power, now also offered some cover to the Saxons in Fogarasch.
Overall, however, these changes had a minimal effect in Fogarasch compared to the
Saxon communities on Königsboden. The fact also amplified by the expiration in 1871 of the
Saxon Nation’s lease of the territory, which, according to the terms, was returned to the state
that was now Hungary. Coming under Hungarian control increased Fogarasch’s vulnerability
to the Magyarization efforts. These efforts were filtered much better in the heavily Saxon
populated communities such as Zeiden. However, in these communities, loss of political
power brought changes from another quarter. It had emboldened Romanians 71 to tread into,
up to then, sacrosanct Saxon areas. The first such trespass happened when a local Romanian
school teacher purchased higher quality land in the Saxon fields, which opened the door for
others to follow. The same teacher started another trend when a few years later he opened a
small convenience store. 72 For Zeiden of that time, these kinds of events were unheard of.
A year before the Ausgleich, Thomas, who had started the Zeiden branch of the
family and was now 64 years old, had his first grandson whom I will call Thomas III to
distinguish him from his father and grandfather. His father had taken over the cobbler
business, and Thomas III was expected to do the same. How much the changing times had to
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do with him reconsidering this, we do not know, but it probably is fair to believe that it was a
consideration, particularly the decrease in the demand for handmade shoewear. Family
recollections state that what triggered the change of heart was his doctor’s advice against it.
What facilitated his decision was the success of Michael Wilk’s horticulture business.
In the 1870s the teacher and preacher Wilk had been assigned, as was common in those days,
to practice both professions in Zeiden. He came from Marpod, a Saxon village located 60
miles west-north-west of Zeiden. Oftentimes, an assignment so far away from home was
meant for life. Soon after his arrival, he built a greenhouse in the yard of the house he had
been given as a preacher, where he grew roses for sale. Business probably was good enough
so that in 1880 he registered his company with the townhall as a rose- and tree nursery
(Rosen- und Baumschulgärtnerei) and acquired a place for it outside of town in what was
called the vineyards (Weingärten). After he received a commendation and a 20-forint prize at
the Roses- and Arboriculture exhibition in Kronstadt, he decided in 1887 to quit his teaching
job and dedicate himself full-time to cultivating flowers for sale. We do not know whether he
kept his preaching job. He might have because there were communities in which the preacher
was just filling in when the priest was traveling or incapacitated. Sometime in between 1880
and 1887 Thomas III, most likely together with his father, decided to emulate Wilk’s success.
He apprenticed in Kronstadt and then went as far as Bohemia. Here we find him working in
1886 as a journeyman at the J. L. Schmoll Market Garden in Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad),
which offered Europe’s vacationing aristocracy “daily thousands of all kinds of roses some
single and some in bouquets.” 73 The life of Europe’s wealthy that he encountered here must
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have impressed him because, years later, as one of the granddaughters recalls “he went to
Baden-Baden on a regular basis, and on his way back he always stopped for 3-4 days in
Berlin where he stayed at the large Adlon hotel…. He sat there and watched people go by.” 74
One can not escape the similarities between Karlovy Vary and Baden-Baden, both summer
vacation destinations for Europe’s aristocracy that came here to have the famous hot springs
heal their ailments. Another member of the family recalls that at the beginning, as soon as he
could afford it, Thomas regularly went to Karlovy Vary. Why Thomas later chose the farther
Baden-Baden had probably something to do with the ethnic unrests involving the German
population of Karlovy Vary during which six Germans were killed by Czech troops in March
1919.

Fig. 5 Thomas v. Kraus April 8,1866-January 22,1930

That Thomas aspired to finer things in life indicates that he was, what we previously
called Brukenthal, a “social climber.” His ambitions would also explain why he married
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Katharina Müll, a wealthy daughter whose dowry included much-needed land for the
nursery. He had just registered his company before their marriage in January 1891 and was
now able to expand his house garden operation into a field out of town. The Mülls, who
owned fields amounting to 40 Joch, were among the wealthier families in Zeiden. Katharina
brought 6 of these Joch to the marriage. By the turn of the century, Thomas cultivated here,
both, in the open air and greenhouses, over 180 types of roses along with over 50 types of
carnations and 25 types of geraniums. 75
The more than 20-year wave of emigration to America that had started in the 1880s
and amounted to 20,000 Saxons by the time it ended 76 had occasionally positive effects for
those that stayed behind. Thomas was lucky to be able to acquire much-needed land from the
emigrating Späll family when he divorced Katharina who took the land that she had brought
to the marriage with her. The Spälls must have been at the tail-end of the emigration wave
because all of this happened between the June 1910 birth of Anna, the last of their six
children, and their divorce. The divorce must have happened after Katharina found out that
Thomas had fathered a daughter, Rosa, with Anna’s foster mother, Katharina Türk. Rosa was
born in 1912 in Bucharest, where Thomas had sent Ms. Türk to give birth to the illegitimate
child. The cover story was that Ms. Türk was sent to Bucharest to work at the flower shop
Thomas had opened there a few years earlier. After the divorce, Thomas married Ms. Türk in
January 1918, with whom he had another daughter, Olga. Katharina remained in the house
she had shared with Thomas until her death. The new couple built a new house with the
latest amenities, which were still rare in those days such as a bathroom and WC. All these
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costly undertakings indicate that Thomas had reached a level of wealth, which made him part
of Zeiden’s upper echelon. Being a member of the only ennobled family in Zeiden singled
him out even more. Part of his success might have also been the use of his noble status as a
sign of stability and continuance. It is doubtful that Leopold I, as well as anybody else that
had to do with the issuance of the title of nobility,
foresaw the use of the coat of arms in an advertisement
for flowers. But as the advertisement shows, that is
what Thomas did to differentiate himself from his
competitors. The crest, which the title urged its holder
to use as the “clear sign of nobility” and social
differentiation, was successfully used by Thomas to
promote his roses and plants. It would be a few more
decades before this approach would be better defined
Advertisement
Fig. 6Newspaper
Newspaper
Advertisement

and commonly used as the branding of a product. His
“brand” had also brought him to the attention of Queen

Maria, who ordered roses-, dahlia-, and chrysanthemum-transplants for the nursery at her
preferred summer residence, the Bran Castle. 77
Thomas’s success was a challenge for his two younger brothers, Martin (b,1870) and
Heinrich (b.1883), both of whom had chosen their brother’s profession. Martin, probably of a
less ambitious nature, chose to work for others before starting his small nursery at the age of
fifty. At three acres it was the second smallest among the Zeiden nurseries. His wife’s and
later his two sons’ and son-in-law’s hands-on participation made it a family business.
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Heinrich, the most restless of the three, became caught up in the emigration-craze. In
May of 1906 he embarked on one of the New York-bound steamships leaving from Le
Havre. The journey took eight days. As one of the 600 third-class passenger, he had to wait
for an additional day on board because it was Sunday and only first- and second-class
passengers were processed on weekends. Thomas, most likely, would have chosen to travel
in first class. Heinrich was surprised that the “Kesselgarten”, 78 where they debarked for
processing turned out to be an island. He passed the medical check-up and completed the
registration in which he had to provide the Canton, Ohio address of his friends from Zeiden
where he would stay, as well as show that he had a certain amount of money. After
purchasing an immigrant-train-ticket, he was brought by boat to the train station from where
it took a two-day train ride to get to Canton. His friends in Canton agreed that the highestpaying jobs would be in Chicago. 79 His ad in the Chicago Tribune’s Situations Wanted
section, in which he was the only gardener looking for a job, brought him an offer from the
wealthy village of Hinsdale, 20 miles west of Chicago. 80 He might have also worked in other
places in the two or so years he spent in America. Many little things such as certain aromatic
herbs (Stauden Pfefferkraut) that he mentions in his correspondence might have contributed
to his return to Zeiden after such a relatively short time. Upon his return in 1909, he started
his nursery with what became known as the American Carnation. As in many similar cases,
what was common on one side of the ocean became a specialty on the other side. Due to its
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larger bloom and fervent color, it also became known as the Regal Carnation (Edelnelke). In
the small Zeiden community of around 5000, whose gardening business had become
incestuous and everybody knew what the other was doing and without any intellectual
property protection, the American Carnation quickly became one of the most coveted flowers
in Zeiden nurseries. Teacher Wilk’s and Thomas’s success, and now Heinrich’s, had created
a frenzy for the cultivation of flowers in Zeiden that resulted in more start-ups until the onset
of World War I put a halt to it.

5. World War I
On the night of August 1, 1914, a telegram went out to all Transylvanian
communities ordering the general mobilization. In the morning people woke up to the drum
of the town crier who announced mandatory presentation at the mobilization centers within
the next 24 hours. The conscription amounted to 16% (37,533) of the total number of
230,000 Saxons. The initial setbacks on the Russian front, where many of them ended up,
caused mail censorship, intentional hold-ups, and even non-deliveries.81

Fig. 7 Card censured by the chief of the Bozen/South Tyrol railways-station
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As the censored postcard indicates, Saxon soldiers participated besides the Russian
front also on the Italian front. The lack of information or just scarcity of it caused numerous
rumors, exaggerations, and completely invented stories. They started to be disproven only
when the wounded began returning home and sharing their experiences including their
victories against the Russians and Italians. Their return, about 5,000 of them by the time the
war ended, required schools to be turned into hospitals and the creation of care units in many
communities. Like all European communities that did not become battlefields, the Saxons
were able to deal quite well with the war’s consequences; until Romania entered the war as
part of the Allied forces. One goal in joining the Allies was its desire to integrate
Transylvania into its 33-year-young kingdom. The Austro-Hungarian army presence in
Transylvania initially amounting to just 10,000 under Saxon General Arz von Straußenburg,
was outnumbered and forced to retreat by the Romanian army, which had the additional
advantage of having local support from many Transylvanian Romanians. The entire
Romanian population in Fogarasch’s land, for instance, greeted the invading army in August
1916 as liberators; it was a little different in the town of Fogarasch. Here the population had
remained a mixture of Hungarians, Romanians and a minority of Saxons. Gendarmes had just
assassinated Dr. Ioan Şenchea, the local Romanian resistance leader, before the arrival of the
troops. 82 In the town, the Romanian army was seen by the Hungarians, Saxons and the
Romanians that worked for the government as a hostile invader. In 1876 the town had
become the Seat of the Komitat (county) of Fogarasch (Fogaras vármegye) as part of the
administrative reorganization after the Ausgleich. Although predominantly Hungarian the
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Komitat’s staff had to include also Romanians to deal with the land’s mostly Romanian
population, which in 1910 amounted to 89% of the county’s total population of 95,176. Most
Romanians lived in villages while almost all of the county’s 7% Hungarians and 3% Saxons
lived in town.
Friedrich-Wilhelm of the Kraus’s eighth generation was or had been at the time the
town’s or Komitat’s Notary. 83 The situation for anybody associated with the Hungarian
administration would have been precarious under these new circumstances. He, however,
survived the invasion unscathed but would be involved in an earlier mentioned legal battle
over real estate with his brother-in-law, Rudolf Proksch, as we will mention later.
In Zeiden, with its Saxon administration and relatively good relations between the
Romanians and Saxons, the invasion was benign. There was one known incident involving
Rudolf, a ninth generation Kraus that underlines this:
Rudolf had just been confirmed on Palm Sunday, as was and still is the custom, and,
as part of that tradition, had received a new suit with a vest that had a little pocket for
his new golden watch. A Romanian soldier in peasant sandals (opinci) approached
Rudolf with his pointed bayonet and, rather than stabbing him, hooked the chain to
ease the attached watch out of his vest-pocket. Scared and relieved he ran home to tell
his parents what had just happened. That the soldier wore opinci, an indication of
poverty, probably persuaded the family not to pursue the incident any further.
There was, however, documented violence in nearby Neustadt, where an upset (Hungarian)
Honved-captain set the entire town on fire, causing considerable damage. 84
The invasion did not last too long. To the surprise of the Romanian forces and their
Allied backers, German troops arrived under the command of General Erich von Falkenhayn;
an experienced officer from the Western front who had just been released from Germany’s
83
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highest military command. 85 Now it was the Saxons’ turn to greet troops as their liberators,
not so much in Fogarasch but certainly in all those communities with a preponderant Saxon
population. Eventually, the German and Austro-Hungarian troops reached Bucharest via
Little Wallachia. After Russia ended its involvement following the October Revolution and
the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, Romania ended its participation in the war two months later with
the Treaty of Bucharest in May 1918. The Allies had hoped that Romania’s 600,000 soldiers
would force the Central Powers and particularly Germany to divert forces to the eastern
front, which it did, but for too brief a period. William Robertson, Britain’s chief of staff,
expressed his disappointment succinctly: “Romania runs away.” 86
Thomas III had two sons―Richard (b.1893) and Viktor (b.1894)―both of whom had
returned from their journey years in Germany, the former around Dresden, the latter in
Frankfurt, Berlin, and Hamburg, and had just started to work in their father’s nursery when
the war broke out. Like everybody else, they were conscripted on that fateful August 2.
Richard had ended up a Russian POW and returned to Zeiden in 1918 after Russia and the
Central Powers signed the Brest-Litovsk Treaty. Viktor ended up fighting on both the
Russian front in Galicia and the Italian front before returning home after the November 11
Armistice. A short while later he had to don the Romanian Kingdom’s uniform. In it, he also
served as a dispatch rider (Meldegänger), as he had done in the Imperial army. However, this
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time it was against Hungary rather than with it. As the Austro-Hungarian Empire
disintegrated, Hungary tried to define its identity as an independent nation. Part of that effort
was also an experiment with a Soviet-style republic. By quelling that experiment, Romania’s
King Ferdinand had ingratiated himself with the World War I victors at their meeting in Paris
to obtain formal recognition of the de facto integration of Transylvania.
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IV.
Consolidation of the Zeiden Gardening Business and the Demise of Fogarasch

1. Becoming Part of Romania and Its Ethnopolitical Implications
During the war, Zeiden’s women did the work of the conscripted men, among them
also Martha, Thomas’s oldest daughter, who was 14 when the war started. With the loss of
the Bucharest store, now in enemy territory, the business had slowed down to a trickle but
could survive because Thomas did not have debts. When Richard and eventually Viktor
returned they finally put the knowledge they had gained in Germany to work. The company
functioned under the name of Thomas Kraus and Sons (Thomas Kraus und Söhne) until
Thomas passed away in 1930 after which it became “Viktor und Richard Kraus” and grew to
be the largest flower and plant-growing business in Zeiden.

Fig. 8 The Thomas von Kraus Nursery in the early 1930s

58

It had started by supplying just Zeiden and neighboring Kronstadt. Soon after, ways
of packing the flowers into small airy boxes allowed deliveries by rail as far away as
Budapest and Vienna. After 1920, when Transylvania became part of Romania its market
ballooned so quickly that shipments to the now foreign countries of Hungary and Austria
with their border delays and customs duties ceased to be practical. In Bucharest alone, the
nursery ended up supplying 30 flower shops. 87 In fact, the Romanian demand for flowers was
so large that five additional, smaller nurseries were founded, each trying to specialize in
certain market niches.
One such attempt was by Constantin Vasilescu-Doru, a government comptroller that
had come to Zeiden from Bucharest to perform his duties. As his daughter recalls, he
witnessed a Saxon funeral and was so impressed by the orderly procession, that he pondered
the idea of settling in Zeiden. After he also encountered Rosa, Thomas’s beautiful daughter,
he decided to remain in Zeiden.88 However, the Saxon instinct of self-preservation got in the
way. The Saxons had survived over seven hundred years by avoiding inter-ethnic marriages,
which made his courtship a problem for everybody in Rosa’s family. She was expedited to
Germany to forget Constantin, but returned just a few weeks later and married Constantin in
1931. One can assume that, in the meantime, Thomas’s death made that easier. Her dowry
included Thomas’s original gardening site, which Constantin used to start his nursery. He
was rather successful by finding a market niche: the cultivation of freesias, a plant that
looked differently with its funnel-shaped flowers, distinctively brilliant colors, and a strong
87
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yet pleasant fragrance. Besides these differentiating features, the key to any niche business, it
was also more difficult to grow freesias compared to roses and carnations, which were the
specialty of Richard and Victor’s large-volume business. Years later, when his son put
together a short history of his heritage, he credited his father with inventing a large flower
rack on casters so that it could be moved around to catch the sun, which upon a closer look,
turned out to be a copy of a German patent at that time. Rosa’s half-brothers avoided contact
with the successful intruder, particularly Richard, who supposedly hated Constantin. Other
than Rosa’s mother (née Türk) with whom they lived for a while, most of the Saxons found
ways to avoid contact with them. This feeling was reciprocated by Constantin’s refusal to
learn German and by forbidding his two children Venera and Harry as well as Rosa to speak
German once they moved out of the mother’s house into the Romanian section of Zeiden.
Here, within his ethnos and closer to his new gardening site, Constantin felt more at home
while Rosa ended up isolated. This social divide was caused not by status or business acumen
but by ethnicity, which, as we will see, was not always present, but certainly drove this
family apart.
There were, however, also failures in Zeiden’s gardening business. Heinrich, who
had introduced the American Carnation to the market, never created the critical mass and
reserves to survive the slowdown caused by the world financial crises in the 1930s. Having
two teenagers at home and two newborns did not make it easier. He ended up closing his
relatively small nursery and moved south, where he took on a gardener's job for a wealthy
boyar outside Bucharest.
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2. Disaster Strikes the Fogarasch Branch
The aforementioned Notary in Fogarasch, Friedrich-Wilhelm, born in 1887 ended up
inheriting the land by default. His grand-uncle Josef (b.1819) had two boys who passed away
when they were two years old. The next in line to inherit the land would have been the oldest
son of Josef’s younger brother Georg (b.1828). But Georg, an officer, died in 1849, most
likely in the earlier mentioned armed conflicts between the Romanian-Saxon alliance and the
Hungarians, possibly even in the decisive Battle of Segesvár. Thus, Friedrich-Wilhelm’s
father, Wilhelm Sr., was left to inherit the land. Wilhelm Sr. (b.1857) was the son of Peter,
one of the last tanners in the family, whom we had mentioned earlier when we talked about
tanning affecting age. Wilhelm Sr. was thus one of the first who parted with the family
tradition by taking up technical studies in Vienna. His studies were cut short, however, when
his father fell ill, and he had to return to Fogarasch to help manage the family’s business.
Soon after his return, Peter passed away leaving the 21-year-old son in charge. The business
had expanded from agriculture 89 to include also profitable brickworks. He lived up to the
managerial challenges and found time to marry Ida Lauritsch, the daughter of a well-to-do
Fogarasch family that descended from humble beginnings in the Duchy of Carniola
(Herzogtum Krain). Fourteen years later, he died of a sudden heart attack leaving behind his
27-year-old wife; 5-year-old Friedrich-Wilhelm and two daughters, Ida, a not yet 3-year-old

89
The 102 Joch land included ca. 60% fields, 30% meadows and 10% of a vegetable garden,
orchard, a farmhouse and horse and cattle stables.

61

and unborn Paula. Just months after her birth, this document shows that a major portion of
the land (68 Joch and 965 square Klafter) 90 owned by the now deceased father, Kraus
Vilmos, was “registered under Kraus Vilmos [the son], Kraus Ida [and] Kraus Paula, in equal
parts.” The protocol was for the daughters to get their parts paid out in cash or real estate that
the family owned beside the land, and the son to inherit the whole land. All of this was to
kick in when they reached maturity. Until then, the mother would manage all aspects of the
business.
For Ida, the loss of her husband engendered a fighting spirit that she inherited from
her ancestors that had worked their way
up from linen weavers when they arrived
in a village near Fogarasch two centuries
before. Ida successfully managed the
business, the household, and the kids’
education. Ida and Paula received the
education de rigueur including private
French, piano and painting lessons while
Wilhelm was sent to law school after the
gymnasium. Ida married Rudolf Proksch
from Kronstadt who as a lieutenant in the
imperial army was on temporary
Fig. 9 Registry of Deeds Document showing ownership of

assignment in Fogarasch. Paula married
68 Joch and 965 square Klafter

90
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István Mamuszik, a Hungarian officer and moved to Budapest. Wilhelm married Angela
Hauser, daughter of a wealthy champagne producer from Werschetz (Vrsac, Serbia)91 who he
had met there as a reserve officer on active duty during the World War I years.
Like many mothers, Ida had
a weakness for her son who, in her
view, could not do anything wrong.
That was also the case when
Wilhelm started gambling in the
1920s. As he was losing ever larger
amounts of money, his debts
started to exceed the cash-flow
Fig. 10 Registry of Deeds Listing of the first parcels

provided by the business. The need

sold by Wilhelm

for money meant that land and real
estate had to be put up for sale. The sale of 33 acres (23 Joch and 222 square Klafter) of the
most prized land within the town’s confines brought his vice to everybody’s attention.
Wilhelm’s sister Ida had passed away in 1919 before this all started to happen. But her
husband, Rudolf, started to get concerned about the claims his three children still had on the
family’s five properties. When Wilhelm Sr. passed away, he had all five properties in his
name except for half of a real estate property made up of two houses, one single-family and
one four-family with their respective yards and gardens as well as a small field in the Bethlen
village 92 that his mother had kept. Later, in 1904 she transferred her share to her
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grandchildren as well. Upon his death, all of Wilhelm’s properties were divided equally
among his three children with the understanding that Wilhelm would take them over and Ida
and Paula be paid out their shares. Since the family’s cash would never be enough to pay out
their full values, the daughters kept claims on them that they could pass on to their children.
When Wilhelm backed by his mother started to sell land as if he was the sole owner, Rudolf
was the only one left to object. Paula was far away in Budapest and was selling her shares to
Wilhelm, most likely at a very reduced price because she seemed to have had considerable
financial problems and needed cash fast. When Rudolf put his wife’s shares into his
children’s names, Wilhelm became furious. Their fights got as far as Rudolf challenging
Wilhelm to a duel to which the latter never showed up. But this tells us just how emotionally
charged the entire affair had become. To create a further protection, Rudolf had created
usufructs 93 for the children’s shares of the properties so that he could manage them until they
matured. The formal registration of the children’s claims coupled with the usufruct gave him
veto power over what Wilhelm could sell. Whenever Wilhelm wanted to sell properties, he
had to negotiate with Rudolf, possibly through lawyers, the release of the Proksch children’s
claims in return for rights on remaining properties. Their share of income from these
remaining properties allowed the children and Rudolf to benefit for a while from the family’s
wealth. This income, however, ended when two years after World War II a Soviet-style
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regime was installed in Romania. The until-then sacrosanct rights to private ownership were
challenged by the new government’s ideology. Most properties, particularly those that
seemed in excess for the needs of everyday life came under scrutiny. Properties whose
owners had left the country were the easiest target for nationalization. The relatively little
money the three children had received from the sale of an unfinished house in Kronstadt
before the war started was deposited in a bank in Berlin that ended up in the Soviet section of
the town and was lost as well as a few years later their Romanian properties. The bright side
of all this was that the start of World War II found all three of them in Germany where they
remained. Rudolf had passed away in 1938 and did not experience any of this. Wilhelm, on
the other hand, passed away in 1948 after he had sold everything he could get his hands on
including his mother’s house. Ida, the mother, ended up living the rest of her life in the one
room that the new home-owner had magnanimously left her.

3. Job Diversification
Heinrich and Martin were not the only ones challenged by Thomas’s and, later, his
sons’ success in gardening. Rather than trying to imitate them, they chose other professions.
Some purchased land and became farmers, others acquired craft-skills and became bakers
and butchers. Two of Thomas’s nephews chose the latter profession. The two brothers
started out in Zeiden. Johann, the oldest in the family, combined it with farming, which tied
him to Zeiden. Five years his junior, Rudolf encountered already tougher competition as, by
1914, there were already four butchers in Zeiden and the number would double during the
next eight years.94 Meanwhile, the population over a 57-year span from 1870 to 1927 had
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grown by only by 1000. 95 The less than 15-mile south-southwest situated town of Zărneşti,
with only two small butcher shops, seemed like a promising market. There was also another
good reason for the timing of the move in the mid-1920s: for Rudolf, his oldest son, who we
had encountered in the earlier golden watch episode, such a fertile market would be an
opportunity for better remuneration. At 23, Rudolf had turned out to be a talented young
man. He had already learned two trades: formal carpentry and butchery from his father. Just
seven years after his father passed away in Zărneşti, Rudolf opened up his own, bigger
butcher shop. To complement his retail business, he obtained the town’s permission to
slaughter small livestock in his backyard, which he sold in his shop as well as on a wholesale
basis to all the other butcher shops in Zărneşti and its neighboring communities. The average
monthly income from all this including a small income from his in-house sausage-making
capability was 8,000 Lei after business expenses. In 1938, the year with the highest economic
interbellum activity in Romania, the average salary was 2,360 Lei/month. 96 This 3.4/1
relationship between a small business owner’s income and the average employee salary does
not seem too much different from today. Having the shop in the basement of the house in
which the family lived and having the work done by no more than a few apprentices and
journeymen, which cost only their meals and sometimes shelter, kept the expenses to a
minimum. Socially the family was accepted in the town’s higher circles. The “von” in the
name impressed the mostly Romanian inhabitants who did not have a similar praedicatum in
their hierarchy.
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Zărneşti, located right at the foot of the Carpathian Mountains, had evolved over the
past century from a purely agricultural and pastoral environment to an industrial town.
Unlike Zeiden that by 1940 had 26 very diversified, mostly small- and-medium sized
businesses with a total of 1151 employees, 97 Zărneşti had two major businesses, the
Cellulose Factory (Fabrica de Celuloza) that was started in 1893 and the smaller Letea Paper
Mill (Fabrica de Hȃrtie Letea) that had been started in 1852. In 1922, as a result of a year
earlier influx of German capital, the Cellulose Factory underwent a major overhaul, which
increased its capacity eightfold, from 10 tons of cellulose per year to 80 tons. The needed raw
material, the tree trunks, flowed on the Burzen river from the foot-hills to the plant without
much help due to the considerable difference in altitude. However, this mode of
transportation required the swelling of the Burzen river, which happened only in the spring.
The rest of the year ox wagons were used and, starting in 1931, dedicated, small railroads
were used. By the time the Krauses moved to town, around 1925, the population had grown
to around 5,000 similar to Zeiden’s levels.
Zărneşti, however, also had some drawbacks. Its German population was only a
handful of managers and technicians from Germany who worked at the Cellulose Factory,
and a few more businessmen like Rudolf. Therefore, there was only one teacher for all seven
grades. The lack of a proper education became a concern for Rosa, whom Rudolf had
married in 1930. By 1941 they had four children of whom Rosemarie, the oldest, was almost
in gymnasium. For Rosa, whose father was a teacher and preacher in not-too-distant
Rosenau, sending her kids to the right school was very important. She had felt she had been
treated unfairly by her father when he sent her, as the oldest sibling, to study “household” in
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Germany while her four younger siblings were sent to study at “real” universities and
schools. Her father, in a way, was forced into that decision when his wife who had tended to
Rosa’s scarlet fever succumbed herself to the disease. Rudolf would have preferred for the
kids to just learn a trade the way he did. And, for Rosemarie, that would mean dressmaker,
hairdresser, or something similar to Rosa’s training. This attitude and other differences in
their beliefs made quarrels almost a daily occurrence. Oftentimes, Rudolf got his way, but,
overall, when it came to bigger issues, Rosa seemed to have gotten hers. And so it was this
time. Another contributing factor to the decision to move was most likely the 1939 accident
at the Cellulose Factory. Chlorine gas that the plant needed in abundance for bleaching had
leaked from a tank causing the death of 60 people in and outside the plant. The cortege of ox
wagons carrying the dead had passed the house and had left everybody with deep worries. In
1942 they leased the house and business to another butcher and moved to Kronstadt, the city
that had the best German schools in the area. Here, the family bought a house that it
renovated with the latest amenities such as running water and a bathroom. To replace the
lost income, it leased a restaurant in the Langgasse, the main road to the center of the town.
Unfortunately, the only guests that were willing to eat out those days were German soldiers
and officers. These were uncertain times and Kronstadt’s middle class, along with that of the
rest of the country, was hoarding its money rather than spending it. After Romania formally
joined the Axis Powers in the summer of 1940, Hitler had started to add considerable
numbers to the small military contingent that was already in the country. He wanted to make
sure his ally’s vast oil and other resources were secure, and then a year later to also serve as a
forward base for the Russian front.
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The restaurant was losing money and they had to close it. Idleness was not for Rudolf
and he took the first opportunity to end it. The German defeat at Stalingrad probably added to
the urgency needed for the accord reached by Hitler and Romania’s Antonescu in the spring
of 1943, which allowed all of Romania’s enlisting-age Germans to join the German army
rather than Romania’s. Rudolf at 41 was way past that age but volunteered nevertheless. To
prove his German bloodline Rudolf had to fill in a detailed, notarized proof of ancestry
(Ahnenpass). The booklet’s minutious fill-in-instructions started with a letter signed by Adolf
Hitler that explained the importance of race for the preservation of the German national
heritage (Volkstum). Since ethnic endogamy had been the Saxons’ way of life for hundreds of
years, such a requirement, while unusual, was not considered a hurdle in the enlistment. After
the approval, he left, leaving Rosa to fend for herself with the four kids. Six months later, he
returned disappointed that he had not received the attention he deserved as a senior and a
“von.” He took on a few odd jobs and soon after Romania changed sides by joining the Allies
on August 23, 1944, his brief German enlistment caused his internment. The internment was
a result of Article 2 of the Septemeber 12 Armistice Agreement between Romania and the
three Allied Powers by which Romania had to intern “armed forces and citizens of Germany
and Hungary on Romanian territory.” 98 Rudolf must have returned just before August 23,
probably still in his uniform, for the authorities to place him into that category a few weeks
later. The camp in the not-too-distant Marienburg had just been emptied of the now allied
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Soviet-Russian POWs and was filled with the new enemies, mostly Hungarians whose
country had not switched sides like Romania. Rosemarie still remembers the pinned notes
Rosa left her to “prepare food for the three young ones” while she was visiting Rudolf. His
detention in the camp turned out to be a blessing because a few months later something much
worse could have happened to him. In the three days from January 9 to 12, 1945 all Saxon
men aged 17 to 45 and women 18 to 35―a total of about 30,000―were transported in
boxcars to the Soviet Union for as long as seven years of war reparation labor. The
justification for singling out Romania’s German population was their alleged sympathies
with Nazi-Germany, which was at least partly true but was true also of all Romanians until
the fateful 23rd of August. Rudolf, 43 at that time, would have been part of the deportation.
Also, at that time, the O.S.S’s 99 Frank Wisner was stationed in Bucharest and had
acquaintances among the Volksdeutsche that were being deported to Russia. He was able to
prevent the taking of a few but was too late for the architect whose wife had alerted him of
the Russians’ action. 100

4. World War II: The Krauses Soldier for Germany
As early as 1948, Saxon intellectuals realized the mistake their compatriots had made
when they enthusiastically enrolled in the Waffen SS. In his open letter of April 19 of that
year to the Saxons that had fled to Austria and Germany one of them, Hans Otto Roth,
wrote:
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The SS-action of 1943 is the heaviest burden the Nazis left with us. Whichever way
the discussions about our political past evolve from here on: at the end, the black stain
of the rash and thoughtless SS-action will always resurface. Today, we have already
enough distance from the events to be able to make a factual assessment: the SSaction will be the longest-lasting mistake in Saxon history. 101
Many Saxon historians of all political persuasions characterized the joining of the Waffen SS
a more toned down “disastrous step” in the 850-year history of the Saxons. 102 Despite Otto
Roth’s claim to the contrary, three years after the end of the war, it was too early to render
judgment particularly from somebody who had never been neutral regarding the Nazi takeover in Germany and the Nazification of the Saxons that followed. But so many years later
we are talking only about a change in degrees of his opinion, and the black stain is there and
will remain. And, if I may add, looking back on Saxon history, the Romanians’ centurieslong deprivation of any political power by the Saxons and Hungarians in Transylvania will
most likely trump the Waffen SS stain in an unbiased evaluation.
But how was such a recruitment from the midst of another sovereign state possible?
The meetings leading up to the April 12, 1944 (verbal) agreement 103 would not have
indicated such an outcome. Romania needed its German population as much if not more than
Germany. It had almost completely lost 18 of its 26 divisions at Stalingrad. The seminal
meeting in the Kleßheim Castle outside Salzburg started with Hitler catechizing Antonescu
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about his deputy’s 104 negotiations with the Allies. When Marshall Antonescu tried to blame
others for it, Hitler reminded him that his people had asked Berlin to condone these
approaches to the Allies. His admittance to this “betrayal” reduced his planned categorical
resistance to a feeble attempt at stopping the direct recruitment of Romania’s Germans.
Besides, Antonescu desperately needed German hardware for the rearmament of his troops
who had lost most of it at Stalingrad. He also feared losing any bargaining power when
Germany would ask him for a more forceful Romanian engagement on the front, something
he could not deliver. Ribbentrop 105 was able to use all these weaknesses in the subsequent
meeting to obtain Antonescu’s agreement to something that just hours before seemed
impossible. Some historians credited Hitler’s “powers of persuasion” with this turn-around,
which probably helped, but did not seem to be the major factor. 106 This tactical win has to be
seen also backdropped by Germany’s behavior over the previous few years by which it
obtained pretty much what it wanted under various conditions: During Spain’s Civil War it
had relied on “political” rather than military “power” to secure Spain’s resources. 107 The
March 1938 Anschluss of Austria into Germany used the local Nazi elements as representing
the will of all Austrians. The later-that-year annexation of the Sudetenland was justified by
its majority German population and agreed to by European powers. Where a “fifth column”
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was not available, military force was used as in the September 1939 invasion of Poland
followed in May, a year later, in the invasion of the Low Countries and France.
Using force to persuade Romania would not have been a good option with a military
ally that had significant oil and other natural resources. So, the diplomatic agreement was
most likely the best solution for both sides.
The speed with which the German recruiters with the full assistance of the local
Saxon Nazi apparatus moved after the agreement (they had already set up check-up centers in
anticipation of the agreement) left the Romanian authorities stunned for a few months. By the
time they recovered the last train with recruits had already left Romania on July 30. The first
batch of recruits was confined to the 1908-1925 birth-years, which delayed the recruitment of
Rudolf, who was born in 1902. However, his brother Erwin born in 1915, was right in the
middle of that age group. Historians, such as Paul Milata credited the planned Romanian
army recruitment for later that year as the main motivation for the 63,560 Romanian
Germans to opt for the enrollment in the Waffen SS. 108 As many as 20,000 of their older
compatriots who had served in the Romanian army at Stalingrad had joined German units
after their Romanian units had been decimated. There, they experienced first hand the
qualitative differences between the Romanian and German armies when it came to weaponry,
clothing, and the treatment by superiors. Regarding the latter, several Saxon soldiers had
reported being whipped by their Romanian superiors because they were the Germans who
started the war. Word about all these differences had spread around quickly in Romania’s
German communities.
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One can imagine how these forces of ethnicity and Nazi ideology played out in
Rudolf’s family. We had already seen Rudolf’s reaction to the recruitment frenzy that Nazi
Germany had stirred up among the Volksdeutschen, the Germans who lived outside
Germany. If we add to this his earlier-seen disdain for intellectual activities and the failure, at
least in his view, of the move to Kronstadt, it was time for him to have his way. He made the
“rash and thoughtless” decision to join the Waffen SS. For Rosa, a mother of two boys who
might have been sacrificed for some far-fetched ideas had they been of enlistment age,
Nazism had a different meaning. Her affinity for intellectual thought must have created a
feeling opposite to Rudolf’s, one that most likely agreed with Otto Roth’s opinion. One can
only imagine the quarrels these opposite views caused with Rudolf most likely slamming the
door when he left for Germany. His early return and her frequent visits to the internment
camp tell us that they had found common ground again. The decision in 1947 to move into
Rosa’s parental home in Rosenau was a common decision because we know that Rudolf paid
off her three siblings’ share of the house.109 Both assumed reversed roles when it came to
their stance on ethnicity; here Rudolf was the open-minded one, embracing the decision of
two of his children to marry Romanians, while Rosa tried to prevent it. It probably had to do
with his daily interactions with Zărneşt’s Romanians that had resulted in his growing respect
for them, while Rosa had chosen to remain more isolated from them.
As we have seen in Rudolf ‘s family, the two sons were too young and he, the father,
too old for their participation on the front lines of World War II. All three of Rudolf’s
younger brothers, however, were still in the eligible age brackets. Alfred, the second oldest,
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was conscripted before 1943 and ended up in the Romanian army that fought alongside the
Germans on the Russian front. He was taken prisoner and assumed to be an Imperial German
(Reichsdeutscher)110 was returned to Germany after the war. His return coincided
unknowingly with Luise, his wife’s, who had been one of the 30,000 Saxons deported in
January of 1945. For whatever reason, the Soviet bureaucracy allowed Saxons to choose their
destination and several, such as Luise, had chosen Germany. Once in Germany, they let their
parents and parents-in-law in Transylvania know about their happy release from Russia. It
was Alfred’s mother who received the good news first and let each of them know of the
other’s whereabouts. They settled in Wuppertal, where Alfred worked as an electrician in a
middle-sized company until his retirement.
Otto, the third oldest, had completed his technical studies in Hanover where he had
married Ulli Tacke and acquired his German citizenship. Unlike the Saxons that enlisted after
1943 who were almost all assigned to the Waffen SS, he had a say in the branch of the army
he served. He chose the Mountaineers (Gebirgsjäger) and was sent as a second lieutenant to
the eastern front where he ended up fighting partisans in the Yugoslavian mountains. In
1942, on leave from the front, he had visited Rudolf and his family in Zărneşti just before
their move to Kronstadt. His visit might have contributed to Rudolf’s decision to volunteer
the next year. A small incident involving the two brothers might have contributed to
Rudolf’s early return from Germany: one day Rudolf was told by his immediate superior, a
corporal, to spruce up because he has an officer who wanted to see him. Rudolf polished his
boots and buckle and went to report to the officer who turned out to be Otto. While happy to
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see him, it also left a deeper sense of where he stood in the military hierarchy; the feeling of
being at the lowest level certainly bothered him. Just a year or so after that happy meeting
according to the letter dated December 26, 1944, that Ulli received from Captain Niclass of
the medical corps, her “husband First Lieutenant Otto von Kraus was brought to his field
hospital in Rimaszomba (today’s Slovakia) with a serious breast-injury. After a successful
surgery, he started to recover when he suffered a sudden embolism of which he died
instantaneously. Thank God he didn’t have to suffer... On December 18 he was put to his
final rest with full military honors in the heroes’ graveyard in the presence of the armypriest.” 111 Otto left behind his wife and two children.
In the summer of 1939, the aforementioned youngest brother Erwin had married Irene
Kolf, the daughter of a wealthy restaurant and hotel owner in Zeiden. He supposedly made
too many financial demands of his father-in-law, which caused the marriage to fall apart. Not
to be outdone by his oldest brother, he enlisted in early 1943 with the Waffen SS. His
daredevil attributes made him a good fit for the ongoing recruitment into the SS-special
forces unit Friedenthal, which was training for “covert reconnaissance, sabotage, and
assassination tactics.” 112 The unit had just been taken over by Lieutenant-Colonel Otto
Skorzeny, an Austrian who had reached his high rank due to attributes similar to Erwin’s.
The Friedenthal unit’s first mission that year was a support role in the rescue of Mussolini.
The Italian dictator and Hitler’s closest ally had been deposed by King Victor Emmanuel III
111
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and held prisoner while the King’s advisors were negotiating an armistice with the Allies.
Losing Italy would have been more a loss of prestige and morale than military capabilities,
which had become a joke among German officers.113 The rescue code-named Operation Oak
(Unternehmen Eiche) used gliders for their silent approach to reach the Gran Grasso
mountain. After several other places, the Italian security detail had chosen the mountain hotel
with its limited accessibility that seemed to them the safest choice. Skorzeny’s glider, which
was the fourth among 10, ended up first when the three before him had taken the time to
perform loops to gain height to clear a mountain. The surprise element on which they had
counted on was not so much the silence of the gliders as it was their sheer appearance.
Meyer, the pilot, wrote in his report:”The soldiers [Italian carabinieri] did not show a hostile
attitude. They had rifles and submachine guns, but all just stopped and stared, obviously
surprised by the unknown aircraft.” The intended landing area, determined by earlier taken
aerial photographs, turned out too rocky for landing and the pilot steered the glider “…
straight toward the hotel. When the glider stopped, it stood 40 meters from the hotel.” 114
None of this was according to plan, which in a way, gave Skorzeny a free hand. He ran
towards the hotel leaving his people behind and ignoring warning shouts from the Italian
guards. Inside the hotel, there were about 100 guards that had barricaded themselves behind
the hotel’s heavy furniture, which forced Skorzeny to wait for reinforcements. When the first
few arrived, he tried unsuccessfully to climb to Mussolini's room where they had spotted him
at a window. After more gliders had landed, they tried the main entrance again. This time the
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guards did not resist, and Skorzeny ended up being the first in Mussolini’s room. Several
distorted versions of the event appeared after the raid each colored by the reporter’s ego.
Skorzeny stole most of the limelight and received the highest honors. It would have been a
great temptation for any ambitious young man associated in any way with him and the raid,
even if he did not participate in the raid, to share some of the glory. Erwin maintained all his
life that he had been a participant. He even gave lectures during his leaves about the rescue
mission, including one at Rosemarie’s high school in Kronstadt. While I could not identify
his name in any (incomplete) records, I found a group photograph from the rescue that shows
a (highlighted) face that resembles his. In the absence of other convincing proof, family
members and other contemporaries disputed his claim. This picture would be evidence in his
favor, even more so if it had given a clearer rendition of him. The rest of the picture is
sending mixed messages: it shows Skorzeny as the main actor in the raid right next to
Mussolini, which is supported in recollections by some of the 17 SS-men under his
command but contradicted by some of the other 72 participants. 115 “After the Gran Grasso
raid, Skorzeny’s reputation as a
‘commander extraordinaire’ was created by
SS propagandists to help boost Himmler’s
standing in the Nazi hierarchy.”
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friendly attitude of the Italian guards, one of them still carrying his unused Beretta
submachine gun.
Erwin’s participation in Operation Landfried, 117 however, is at least partially
corroborated by three independent sources 118 leaving less doubt about it. A small contingent
of Skorzeny’s unit was tasked to sabotage the Red Army’s crossing into Transylvania
through the three main Carpathian passes. The sudden change of Romania’s allegiance on
August 23, 1944, had forced German units to retreat into Transylvania, which offered but a
temporary respite. The mission was to delay and also to gain as much information as possible
about the strength and whereabouts of the Red Army. In early September, 90 men had flown
into Tîrgu Mureş, one of the few towns with an airport, still controlled by German troops and
close enough to the passes. From here they would split up into three equal groups each
responsible for one of the passes. Erwin was part of Group East making its way to the
Predeal Pass. The selection of the troops had given preference to Romanian-speaking soldiers
and, in Erwin’s case , those with good knowledge of that pass’s territory, which could make
a considerable difference in such a clandestine operation. To avoid suspicion, in the now
enemy territory, they advanced in groups of 5-10. They were able to blow up several bridges
in the Predeal Pass. In an engagement with the Red Army to help 3,000 German troops
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escape certain encirclement, Erwin was taken prisoner. Another soldier from his Group was
also lost in the scuffle while the rest were able to return to Tîrgu Mureş. Erwin and probably
all the others in the Group had put on their Romanian uniforms that they had carried with
them for disguise purposes. That is how Hans Reck, who later would write about the
encounter, found him dressed in a bunker in Kronstadt that the Soviets had turned into an
interrogation site. It is not clear from Reck’s recollections why he ended up suspecting Erwin
as being an NKVD 119 agent when Erwin helped him escape, which prevented Reck’s further
interrogation by the NKVD. Erwin escaped as well and was able to hide out in a bunker that
a Saxon family in nearby Heldsdorf built for him in its garden. According to an eyewitness,
he posed as a Reichsdeutscher lieutenant rather than the Saxon NCO 120 that he was. This
claim brought him more respect at the beginning but ended with the opposite when the
family figured out his real Zeiden origin. Because he had been unveiled, and afraid all the
talk about him in the village would reach the authorities, he moved into his mother’s house in
Zeiden’s Weihergasse. Early on, he had avoided the house because he thought that would be
the first place the authorities would be looking for him. In his visits there at night, however,
he learned that that was not the case any longer. An incident in Heldsdorf might have
contributed to his move as well. The second member that had been left behind by Group East
had somehow tracked him down in Heldsdorf. According to eyewitnesses, Erwin shot Hans
Laten with his revolver claiming that he was a traitor. Hans, however, did not die from the
shot, prompting Erwin to take a pair of scissors that were lying on the table and stab him to
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death. Reporting the incident to the authorities was not an option because it meant jail time
for everybody involved in hiding German soldiers. Instead, they chose to anchor the dead
body in the Burzen river. A few weeks later, neighbors discovered his naked body, and in the
absence of any identification buried it as an anonymous soldier in Heldsforf’s Saxon
cemetery. 121 It must have been spring when the weather was safe enough for Rosemarie to
bicycle from Kronstadt to Zeiden to visit her grandmother. To her surprise, she encountered
Erwin, who was there in hiding. He dressed in his mother's clothes when he wanted to walk
outside during daylight. A few weeks later, when Rose went for another visit, he was gone.
During one of his leaves or maybe even in the 10 days of September 1944, during his covert
operation with the East Group in the Predeal Pass, Erwin had encountered Jeana Nicolescu,
the daughter of a high-ranking Romanian officer, colonel or general, in Timiş, a town in the
Pass. She supposedly fell in love with him and had given him her address in Bucharest.
Romania’s capital with its almost 900,000 inhabitants seemed to him like a good place to
submerge. He decided to pay Jeana a visit. Jeana’s well-connected sister, Cecilia, was able to
provide Erwin with a new identity with the last name Vereş. Jeana and Erwin got married.
Through her family connections, he was able to start a boiler-building company. Life had
become normal. Margareta, their only child, was born in 1947. The boiler company must
have been small enough not to be nationalized when a series of laws to that effect started to
be passed in 1948.122 Income must have been good because the young family was able to
take costly vacations when most of Romania was struggling to make ends meet. An accident
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in 1956, however, would change that. A scaffold surrounding a larger boiler collapsed
causing the death of the company’s foreman and one employee. Erwin was accused of lacked
safety measures. During the trial, his Waffen SS past came to light. The prosecutors
demanded his death sentence. Money from the sale of valuable crystals and jewelry enabled
Jeana to bribe officials to reduce the sentence first to life in prison and, after additional
bribes, to then 25 years in jail. After 16 years in various jails, he was released on good
behavior in 1974. At that time Rüdiger, his nephew, was working at the American Embassy
as a Commercial Specialist.123 In the fall of that year, the receptionist called Rüdiger and said
a Mr. Kraus wanted to see him. That was quite unusual as anybody from his family that lived
in Transylvania would have let him know about a visit. Erwin had just been released from
prison a few days before. In jail, Erwin had learned to be a dental assistant that covered the
time between the dentist’s visits. He thought he could also do that in civilian life but his hope
was to obtain permission to emigrate to Germany where his friends from Skorzeny’s unit
would help him. Margareta, his daughter, came from Italy to see him. She had emigrated two
years earlier by marrying an Italian citizen she had met on his vacation to the Black Sea.
Marriage to a westerner was one of the easier ways to emigrate. Jeana, her mother, had
followed her to Italy but had settled in the meantime in Germany with its more extensive
benefits for seniors. Rüdiger learned that just months after he and his wife emigrated in
December 1975 Erwin had received his permission to emigrate to Germany, where his
military friends helped him start a new life. Erwin did not reunite with Jeana who had
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divorced him to be able to get a job after he was jailed, and instead married Vera, a German
woman. A few years later he succumbed to a heart attack and died.
Other members of the Kraus-family served as well in World War II. Wilhelm Jr.,
whose father had sold the family’s properties in Fogarasch, interrupted his veterinary
medicine studies in Germany when he joined the German Army (Wehrmacht) in 1943. He
was sent first to the Russian front but ended up eventually in Norway where the British army
took him prisoner. After the war, he finished his studies, married a veterinary doctor’s
daughter and became the doctor’s assistant. Over the next 10 years, they had five children all
of whom are living in Germany today. He passed away in 1985 at 65 in Gütersloh where he
had his practice until his life’s end.
Siegfried, one of Heinrich’s sons from his first marriage, had remained in Zeiden with
his mother after his father had given up the nursery. He joined the Waffen SS and was sent to
the Russian front where he ended up being taken prisoner. In 1947 he passed away in
captivity.
Hans-Otto Roth’s harsh statement at the beginning of this section probably owed its
intensity to the participation of Romania’s Germans in war crimes as well as guards in the
concentration camps. At the 1945-46 Nuremberg Trials, the Yugoslavian representatives
presented the alleged atrocities committed by the Prinz Eugen Division: “In March 1944
several hundred men, women, and children had been murdered near Sinj and Split. In one
village alone 150 persons were murdered. In Otok groups of 5-15 women and children were
pushed into homes and shot.” 124 The Prinz Eugen Division was commanded by the Saxon SS
General Artur Phleps and had two Mountaineer-Regiments assigned to it. Although most of
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the troops (91.5%) were Volksdeutsche primarily from the Yugoslavian Banat region 125 but
also the Romanian Banat and Saxons from Transylvania, the Mountaineer-Regiments were
made up of Reichsdeutsche and most likely included also the earlier-mentioned Otto von
Kraus and his contingent. While we cannot completely rule out the Mountaineers’
participation in the atrocities, the chances are that the atrocities were committed by the SS
troops, who had gained a reputation for such acts.126 Helmut, son of the earlier mentioned
gardner Martin, was one of the Saxons in the Division. In early October 1944, he went
missing in the battles around Niš in today’s Serbia. It was the time after Romania had
changed sides allowing the Red Army easy passage into Yugoslavia to lend Tito’s partisans
support. Less than a month earlier, Bulgaria, which had switched sides as well and equipped
before the switch with the latest German weaponry, was now fighting along the Red Army in
Niš. The Division was overwhelmed by these additional forces and suffered heavy casualties,
among them Helmut. We will never know whether he was killed or taken prisoner. Neither
will we know whether he knew about the atrocities or if he might have been a direct
participant.
There are no indications that any member of the Kraus family was part of the
estimated 2,000 of Romania’s Germans who served as guards in concentration camps. 127
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V.
The Disruption of History’s Natural Flow: The Krauses’ Reaction

1. Romania as a Political Pawn: Churchill and Stalin Decide Its Fate
Even before the war ended, Winston Churchill, Britain’s Prime Minister, had
scribbled the fate of Romania and other countries on a scrap of paper. In the October 1944
meeting in Moscow with the Soviet Union’s Premier, Joseph Stalin, the two leaders assigned
90% control of Romania to the Soviets and 10% to Britain; and right underneath, 90%
control of Greece to Britain and 10% to Russia. The two never defined what exactly these
percentages meant. The fact that the two countries were listed one under the other, although
the more natural geographical order would have listed Bulgaria and Yugoslavia under
Romania before Greece seems to indicate the link these two countries had in the two leaders’
minds. Stalin’s blue pencil check at the top, crossing the Romanian 10% for Britain leaves
interpreters of the event divided over whether it meant his agreement only for Romania 128 or
the entire list as Churchill stated in his memoirs. 129 Probably the most realistic assessment of
the agreement is expressed by the Soviet expert Charles Bohlen in his memoirs “it would
have been difficult to express in percentages the degrees of control of two or more powers in
a country. With the Soviet Union, such a deal was ludicrous. Even though Communists
would be limited in the number of Ministries they controlled in a coalition government, they
would continually attempt to extend their influence. A non-Communist Premier with
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Communist Ministers would be like a woman trying to stay half pregnant.” The ChurchillStalin agreement to swap future controls over Romania and Greece changed these countries’
history. Left to their domestic political forces, Romania, with less than 3,500 members 130 in
its communist party, and Greece with its 200,000, would have had different outcomes. But
the only two European powers at that time had their own geopolitical agendas: Churchill
stated to Stalin that “Britain must be the leading Mediterranean power and he hoped Marshal
Stalin would let him have first say about Greece in the same way as Marshal Stalin had about
Romania.” 131 The October agreement was a follow-up to previous diplomatic activities that
were prompted by the changing landscape of the war. The German defeats at Stalingrad in
February 1943 and Kursk in August 1943 had changed the war’s outlook. The new realities
had prompted the Tehran Conference of November/December 1943, the first tripartite
meeting of the three leaders―Stalin, Churchill, and the American President Franklin
Roosevelt―in which the spring 1944 timing for the opening of the Western Front was agreed
to. Time had come in early May 1944 for Britain with its keener interest in European affairs
to start worrying about the “brute issues between us and the Soviet Government which are
developing in Italy, in Roumania, in Bulgaria, in Yugoslavia, and above all in Greece.” 132
The idea of who would have a preponderance in Romania and Greece was brought up by
Foreign Secretary Eden 133 in his May 5th meeting with the Soviet Ambassador to Britain
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Fedor Gusev and ended in what became known as the Pre-Percentage or Eden-Gusev
arrangement. According to Churchill: “On May 18 the Soviet Ambassador in London called
on the Foreign Office to discuss a general suggestion which Mr. Eden had made that the
USSR should temporarily regard Roumanian affairs as mainly their concern under war
conditions while leaving Greece to us. The Russians were prepared to accept this but wished
to know if we had consulted the United States. If so they would agree.” 134 For America,
spheres of influence were “inherently immoral” and being a “country representing almost all
of the people of Europe” consigning the “small countries of Eastern Europe to the Soviet
Union undoubtedly would have aroused fierce antagonisms among the ethnic groups in the
United States.” 135 It took several correspondences from Churchill and a promise to a limited
three-month trial period for President Roosevelt and Secretary of State Cordell Hull to finally
agree to this “general division of responsibility” 136 between Russia and Britain “under war
conditions and not to continue in peacetime.” The three-month condition, however, seemed
to have been forgotten, because in just a few years the Soviet Union was able to install the
government of its choice and thus take control of Romania.

2. The Sovietization of Romania: a System Alien to the Krauses and Saxons in General
The frequent changes of the government in Bucharest created confusion in the
country. It reflected the disarray of the traditional conservative parties that felt let down by
the Western Powers and the growing strength of left-wing coalitions of marginal parties that
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were encouraged, covertly and overtly, by the Soviets who did not have much of a
communist contingent to count on. The Allied Control Commission (ACC), which was
supposed to be an equalizing factor among these political forces, was de facto under Soviet
control. The Soviet system that became institutionalized step by step was alien to Romania,
many of whose traditional politicians chose either “physical or metaphysical exile.” 137 The
politicians that chose the latter exile created the biggest problem for Western politicians and
their representatives in the ACC because they presented them with requests that were
impossible to fulfill under the existing conditions.
As mentioned earlier, the Saxons had been singled out in January 1945 when they
were deported by the tens of thousands for reparation-labor to the Soviet Union. Just a few
months later, they were singled out again by the Agrarian Reform of March 23, whose
Article 3 authorized the expropriation of “all ethnic Germans that had cooperated with NaziGermany.” 138 The same article also expropriates all Romanian citizens, without singling out
the ethnic Germans, who had left the country as well as those that owned more than 50
hectares (125 acres). The Fogarasch Krauses who had owned a total of 150 Joch, or 86
hectares, would have been affected by the “more than 50 ha” clause if Wilhelm had not
already sold the land by the time of the reform. Any left-over land that Rudolf Proksch had
protected for his three children fell under the “left the country” clause because all three had
remained in Germany.
In Zeiden, the Krauses’ preoccupation with their gardening and other businesses kept
them out of Nazi politics, which at the time paid off. One business arrangement that Viktor
137
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and Richard started to negotiate but never came to fruition when Romania entered the war
was the Romanian subsidiary of Daimler-Benz to transport their flowers to Bucharest. This
arrangement could have fallen under the “cooperated with Nazi Germany” clause. Right after
the war, when the flower business started to pick up again, Viktor and Richard hired a taxi
company to handle the transportation of their flowers to Bucharest.
Among the Saxons who had vocally opposed the association with Nazi Germany was
the aforementioned Hans-Otto Roth. The belief that his German minority could live in
harmony with the Romanian majority in a humane and solidary manner had put him on the
left of Nazism’s ideas of racial inequalities. In the emerging communist society, his ideas of
preserving one’s ethnic and cultural identity put him on the right side of the new political
spectrum. While his ideas earned him respect and a successful political career before Nazism
took hold in his Saxon community, they excluded him from political life as political extremes
became the norm. The communists went as far as jailing him after they proclaimed the
People’s Republic in December 1947. When he was jailed the second time in 1952, his health
deteriorated, and he passed away in jail. As one of the few Saxon political leaders 139 that had
shared the consequent opposition to Nazism with the new communist rulers, one would have
thought he could re-emerge as a leader in the political environment of the People’s Republic.
His leadership role in the old regime, however, branded him as an “enemy of the people”
(dușman al poporului) in the new environment. With him absent, other than the leadership of
the Lutheran Church that was marginalized by the Marxist ideology, the Saxons entered the
postbellum era leaderlessly.
139
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Communism did not come naturally to the Saxons. They had lived hundreds of years
in, or in Fogarasch’s case in the proximity of, a political system governed by a constitution
whose rules were followed and fought for when threatened. Now they were faced in Charles
S. Maier’s words, with a “Soviet-style constitution” that was “formally democratic” but with
an electoral system that “ensured that the people’s choice would be safely controlled.” 140 For
the majority of the Saxons, this system would remain alien until they emigrated or the
system’s collapse in late 1989.
As we know, the youngest members of the Fogarasch branch had already chosen to
remain in Germany before the war. I also noted that the Agrarian Reform in Zeiden did not
affect Viktor and Richard’s nursery. The Reform did affect, however, the land of the
aforesaid butcher whose land had kept him in Zeiden. He was now 75 years old and had
passed his butchery and land to his son, Johann, who at 47 had escaped being deported to the
Soviet Union because he was older than the 45-year-old age limit. The town’s authorities had
measured the Saxons’ land possessions a few months earlier, so the Saxons knew something
would be happening to their lands when the communists in the left-wing coalition would
eventually occupy most of the government’s key offices. Even with Soviet support (or maybe
despite it) the Communist Party was not popular enough to hold power on its own but had
been able to gain control over the popular Ploughmen’s Front, a left-wing party founded in
1933 to represent the peasantry’s interests. On March 6, 1945, the King was forced by the
Soviets to accept this coalition government. Although the Premier was the Ploughmen’s
leader, all the key ministries were headed by members of the Communist Party.
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Scȃnteia, the official organ of the Communist Party had already started the previous
fall to stir up ethnopolitical emotions by blaming the Saxons for the social injustices suffered
by the Romanians in the Saxon communities: “ Romanians want justice and justice they will
get. The properties of the Saxons who brought Hitlerism to Prejmer, 141 [i.e.] those who
played leading roles during the German occupation as well as those who served, or are still
serving as we speak in the German army, have to be expropriated, and will be expropriated,
and distributed to peasants without land or with little land.” These peasants would be the
Romanian “day laborers that earn their daily bread in the Saxons’ fields…” 142 Similar texts
appeared in other communist-leaning publications leading up to the passage of the Agrarian
Reform. Johann and all the other expropriated landowners were evicted from their homes. In
Zeiden the beneficiaries of these actions were 1,565 poor peasants, veterans, war widows,
and orphans. Several Romanians refused to participate in the implementation of this new
law. One would assume these were some of those who already owned land. But there were
also those who participated with zeal such as Romanian schoolmaster Gheorghe Şincan. 143
Because there was more land than Zeiden’s poor Romanians and Romani could handle,
villagers from far away places were brought to share the wealth. The former owners were
brought to nearby Kronstadt from where they were interned in camps. After about two
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weeks, they were allowed to return only to find their homes occupied by the new landowners. Several were able to work out a deal with the new owners by which they were
allowed to use a room in the house or live in a stable. Others had to move in with relatives
that had not owned land or move into the homes of the people who now lived in theirs. One
of the most demeaning aspects of the expropriation was that the former owners had to work
as laborers on their land for the new owners. The houses were returned to the Saxons as late
as 1956. Ownership of their lands, on the other hand, had passed to the collective farms
(copies of the Soviet kolkhoz) in the meantime. Most Saxons, particularly the younger
generation, gave up farming. If before the war about 70% of the Saxons were self-employed
farmers, by 1956 there were only 20% employed in agriculture (i.e., the collective- or state
farms). Johann’s son had turned 17 when they lost their land and decided to become one of
the 20% that worked on the collective farm. The statistics gathered by Germany’s Ministry
for Displaced Persons, Refugees, and War Victims show that the 1945 expropriated land
from 62,157 Transylvanian Saxons amounted to 345,598 hectares or an average of 5.5
hectares, versus 735,553 hectares expropriated from only 7,681 Romanians, with an average
of 95.7 hectares. 144 It was a collective punishment along ethnic lines, of the Saxons,
regardless of their individual behavior, for the enthusiasm, many of them had shown for
Romania’s alliance with Nazi Germany. This indiscriminate punishment and the earlier
deportation to the Soviet Union became alienating factors that led to the eventual mass
exodus of the Saxons.
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The Zeiden nurseries did not escape the take-overs by the state: on March 15, 1953,
Zeiden’s nurseries were nationalized along with the owners’ homes. It had started with a
more benign cold expropriation when the government-appointed trustees to manage the
Saxon-owned nurseries. The profit motivation that had governed the nurseries’ actions up to
that point was replaced by a more diluted goal of doing everything for the benefit of the
working people. Part of this effort was a contractual agreement with the Ministry of Foreign
Trade by which the nurseries had to plant vegetables in 40-45% of the flower-growing areas
and deliver them at a loss, fnacially. Exported, these vegetables generated hard currency
payments that were used to purchase capital equipment from Western countries for
Romania’s nascent heavy industry. Becoming an integral part of the new leaders’ ambitious
industrialization efforts, as the nurseries seemed to have become, required in these leaders’
view two things: direct state ownership and coordination from the top of that ownership. The
new Constitution of April 1948 provided the de jure basis for the direct state ownership by
allowing the State to take over all the country’s entire means of production. 145 The decree 19
of March 11, 1953, issued by the Council of Ministers provided the specifics for the
expropriation of Zeiden’s nurseries. 146 The coordination from the top started with the
nation’s first five-year plan in 1951 and the establishment of the Planning Commission. The
nurseries were united into a single enterprise and became part of a national conglomerate of
export-capable enterprises managed by the Ministry of Foreign Trade. The former owners
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did not have too much of an option but to become state employees until their retirement or
emigration to Germany.
In 1948, Rudolf’s house and butchery that he and Rosa had leased to a local butcher
in Zărneşti had also become part of the national expropriation.
The expropriation without compensation was difficult to understand by many if not
all newly disowned in Zeiden and Zărneşti. Even after listening to the activists’ justifications
that all those who owned the means of production had acquired them by underpaying their
workers, it sounded absurd to the nursery and butchery owners, most of whose “exploitees”
were the members of their immediate or extended families. Nevertheless, the Marxist
argument, that there will come a time in history when the “expropriation of the expropriators” (Expropriation der Expropriateure) will take place resonated with all those that had
been excluded by society. We have seen how the agrarian reform helped over 1,500 of
Zeiden’s and other villages’ peasants out of poverty. Some of these were Romani. The
Romani had received their first recognition as a group in need of emancipation by Joseph II
one-and-a-half centuries earlier. Joseph had passed a law ordering the local communities,
including Zeiden, to offer them the empty houses in their midst. Thus a blacksmith settled in
Zeiden’s Weihergasse, the street in which many years later, in 1945, Erwin would hide from
the authorities. Later that year, during one expropriation, the arguments got so heated that the
new Romani owner ended up axing the previous Saxon owner to death. 147
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3. The Saxon Exodus: How the Krauses Did It
A much more peaceful take-over of Saxon homes by Romanians and Romani
happened as Saxons started to emigrate. The fall from the elevated position the Saxons had
obtained with Nazi backing was painful. The Romanian law 3884 of November 1940,
adopted under Nazi pressure, had given more than 200,000 Saxons 148 the right to organize
outside Romania’s political system. This law chartered the German Ethnic Group of
Romania (Deutsche Volksgruppe in Rumänien) with the German National Socialist Workers’
Party of Romania 149 as its political arm. This direct link to Nazi Germany, which was
interpreted by many Romanians as having a “state within a state” 150 would backfire later
when Romania switched sides. Besides the already-mentioned Romanian repercussions that
this fall from grace had brought about, there was also the 1946 four-year exclusion from the
right to vote and to hold office.151 All these retributions, together with the material wealth
that their already emigrated relatives and acquaintances from Germany professed, made the
remaining Saxons think twice about their future in Transylvania. What started as a passing
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thought in the early 1950s, the thought of emigration 152 became a constant in many Saxon
minds towards the end of the same decade.
Unlike the German Democratic Republic’s Berlin crossing to the West that was
stopped as late as 1961 by the Wall, the People’s Republic of Romania offered no breach in
its borders. As late as 1975, Romania made it very difficult for anybody who wanted to leave
the country. Its ambitious transformation from a mainly agricultural to an industrial society
could not afford a drain of its workforce. Emil Bodnaras, the second in command at that time
in Romania, explained this when the German ambassador asked him why so many visa
applications by Romania’s Germans had been declined: “We want to keep the Germans
here…. Romania can’t lose them particularly now when we need them for our
industrialization. They are hardworking, diligent, reliable.” 153 By this time, however, a few
of the “lucky” Krauses had already found ways to emigrate.
Erhard, Viktor’s son, also a gardener who had stayed on to work for the now stateowned nursery, received the exit visa for himself, his wife, and four sons in 1970.
Otto, Rudolf, and Rosa’s middle son, emigrated in 1968. Receiving the approval was
unusual for a 27-year-old talented technician who was not a staunch and trustable communist
party member who would return once abroad. Otto had applied at the state-owned travel
agency O.N.T. (Oficiul Național de Turism) for a vacation trip by bus to Budapest and
Vienna. The protocol required the approval from the general manager of 6 Martie, the stateowned company for which he worked. In one of his almost daily visits to the general
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manager’s secretarial office, he saw his signed application on the secretary’s desk. The
manager had approved his vacation but not abroad. Being alone in the office he realized that
by prolonging the end of the manager’s signature it could be read as an approval for the
vacation option “abroad.” All general managers of the state-owned enterprises had to be
reliable communist party members to obtain the job. The O.N.T. seemed to have trusted their
signatures enough to accept Otto’s application as bona fide. In Vienna, there was another
small hurdle to jump: there were two Securitate 154 officers that traveled with the group to
make sure nobody remained behind. One of them was always sitting in the hotel lobby. Otto
had telephoned a Saxon friend in Vienna, who came to pick up his luggage so that Otto could
just walk out for a “stroll” as he told the inquiring officer.
Rudolf Jr., Otto’s older brother, emigrated with his (pregnant) wife and son in 1972.
His retired parents-in-law had been able to emigrate a few years earlier, part of a more
general trend to save the remaining pension that the Romanian state owed them. The fatherin-law had been able to connect with a representative of the Romanian government who
offered to obtain the exit visas for Rudolf and his family for 8,000 DM. Later, after the fall
of communism, the Securitate files revealed that he had been part of Operation Peregrinii,155
which took place over a three-and-a-half year period in the early 1970s. The Securitate files
154
Securitate was the abbreviated name of Departamentul Securității Statului (Department of
State Security), Romania’s secret police agency.
155
Between June 1970 and December 1973 a highly secret operation called Peregrinii took place
by which ethnic Germans who had emigrated to Germany and now visited relatives in Romania were
offered exit visas for their relatives for a certain amount of money. Only 3 officers of the Ministry of
Internal Affair’s Directorate for External Information (D.I.E.) were selected to deal with “only foreign
citizens that could be trusted not to divulge this practice to their governments.” Consiliul Național.
Acțiunea “Recuperarea,” 227 and 230. This operation ran in parallel with Operation Recovery and
most likely was abandoned when Operation “Recovery” showed good results. Peregrinii produced
DM 4,817,346. Consiliul Național. Acțiunea, “Recuperarea,” 172-188.

97

also revealed that the amount was calculated based on the number of persons in the family.
The files, however, did not indicate what the additional cost would have been for the unborn
child, had they known about it.
In December 1975 Rüdiger, the youngest brother of the three, emigrated with his
wife. As mentioned earlier, he was working at the American Embassy in Bucharest, which
made him privy to the US-Romanian trade agreement that was negotiated that year. The US
Trade Act in force at the time had the so-called Jackson-Vanik Amendment by which any
communist country could benefit from the Most Favored Nation Clause if it agreed to
liberalize its emigration rules. The Clause offered the same US-import tariffs that the
Western countries had to pay rather than the Commmunist country tariffs, which were twice
as high. Poland had already agreed, and the Soviet Union had just declined compliance with
the Clause. Romania agreed to it tacitly as well. Already in April, while the negotiations
were going on, Rüdiger and Roxana applied to leave Romania for good. That summer
President Ford and Secretary Kissinger paid a state visit to sign the agreement. It was,
therefore, a surprise when their application was declined in September. Harry Barnes, the
Ambassador at the time, granted them an audience in which he explained that any
intervention by the embassy on their behalf might backfire because they were Romanian
citizens and that the Romanian authorities could stretch one of their laws governing
relationships with foreigners to accuse them of wrongdoings. Both expressed their
determination to leave regardless of the consequences the intervention might have. The
Ambassador promised to add them to the embassy’s monthly list of “unsolved cases” the US
Consul would regularly present to Romania’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Letters to
President Gerald Ford, the UN General Secretary Kurt Waldheim, President Nicolae
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Ceauşescu, Pope John Paul I, together with the Embassy’s monthly list must have helped,
because, on November 25th, the date of their marriage anniversary, they received the
approval to leave.

4. The Economic Side of the Exodus: The Krauses as an Export Commodity
Unbeknown to all the Germans who left Romania was that, starting in 1968 and all
the way to the fall of communism in December 1989, the West German government paid for
each of them an amount negotiated between a German government representative and the
Securitate. Researchers of the C.N.S.A.S. who described this phenomenon after the fall of
communism had dubbed it Operation Recovery.156 The payments for emigration visas had
already started in 1962 but were halted when the German press learned about them.
Romanian leadership was very concerned about its image in the Western world as expressed
by Prime Minister Gheorghe Maurer in his remarks to Romania’s leader Gheorghe
Gheorghiu- Dej “that the money earned this way doesn’t pay for the loss of prestige.” 157 Six
years later, Nicolae Ceaşescu, the new General Secretary, felt that enough time had elapsed
and that they could start the transactions again as long as the German side agreed to strict
secrecy to avoid another leak to the press. As the table shows, the Romanian side was able to
negotiate higher per capita charges at each renewal meeting:
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YEAR
1968-1969
1970-1973
1974-1978
1979-1980
1981-1982
1983-1988
1989
TOTAL

No. of Persons

DM per person

2,984
21,312
40,434
25,730
25,003
86,058
23,387

2,000
2,500
2,750
4,000
5,000
8,150
9,340

224,908

Total DM
5,968,000.00
53,280,000.00
111,193,500.00
102,920,000.00
125,015,000.00
701,372,700.00
218,434,580.00
1,318,183,780.00

For Erhard’s family of six, the German government paid DM 15,000 in 1970. For
Rüdiger and his wife Roxana, it paid DM 5,500 in 1975. For Rudolf and his family, it is quite
possible that the German government paid DM 7,500 in addition to the DM 8,000 paid by the
father-in-law to the Operation Perregrinii. Perregrinii’s quite complicated scheme and fear
that if discovered by the German government it could jeopardize the larger, more straight
forward Operation Recovery most likely caused its brief existence.
The table also shows that, gradually, the need for hard currency, to pay down
Romania’s $10 billion-dollar foreign debt, was winning the battle with the need for
manpower. The tipping point occurred, according to the Library of Congress Country Profile
when “halfway through the Sixth Five-Year Plan (1976–80), the economy faltered. A
devastating earthquake, drought, higher world interest rates, declining foreign demand for
Romanian goods, and higher prices for petroleum imports pushed Romania into a balance-ofpayments crisis. Ceauşescu imposed a crash program to pay off the foreign debt. The
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government cut imports slashed domestic electricity usage and squeezed its farms, factories,
and refineries for exports.” 158 The “sale” of Germans had now become a state priority.
In the category of those who were given permission to leave after the tipping point
were many who had been denied their repeated applications over many years such as
Rosemarie with her husband and daughters. Although one of the daughters had been able to
emigrate to Germany earlier, the rest of the family had to wait 12 years until 1982 for its visa.
They had applied when keeping the “workforce” in Romania was still the priority. Otto,
Rosemarie’s husband, was a skilled foreman whose factory’s management did not want to
lose. The management even forced him to sign a pledge to give up his intention to emigrate.
When despite his pledge, he applied again, his salary was reduced to that of a simple worker
although he was expected to continue to perform his old duties. At the time, they did not
realize why they finally had been given their visas after all that waiting. Only after the fall of
communism, they found out that it was the Romanian government’s need for the DM 32,600
that the German government was paying for the four of them that facilitated their release.
When they arrived in Germany, Otto’s age, then 52, became a problem; 159 until his
retirement, he was able to work only as an unqualified worker. Saxons who had arrived at a
younger age had had a much easier time finding work that corresponded to their Romanian
qualifications.
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Library of Congress – 1 Country Profile: Romania December 2006 Country, 6.
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German labor laws at that time made it virtually impossible to lay-off employees. The
fear was that older employees compared to younger ones will be more prone to take all the
permissable times off, for health and other problems.
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Of the ca. 225,000 Germans who emigrated to Germany between 1968 and 1989 only
ca. 100,000 were Saxons, the rest were 110,000 Banat Swabians 160 and 15,000 other
Germans on Romanian territory.

5. The Post-World War II Generation: All the Krauses Opt for the West
Like all of post-war Europe, Romania suffered food shortages. The essential food
staples were available only with ration books. In 1992, a day after her 87th birthday
celebration, Rüdiger had to bring his mother, Rosa, to the doctor. While the doctor checked
her out she started to reminisce about those hard times: “This is my youngest son, he lives in
America but came all the way to my birthday here in Germany. In 1948 when I was pregnant
with him I was already 42 years old and had already four kids. He was kind of unexpected.
Money and food were scarce, and we did not have enough money to pay for an abortion and
to purchase a sow for slaughter at the same time. And I am glad we decided to buy the sow.”
It was the first time Rüdiger learned that he owed his life to the purchase of a sow.
Most children that grew up in the communist days were proud to become pioneers;
the red scarf was a sign of achievement. That and the verse they had to recite when the
pioneers stood at attention at their gatherings was meant to indoctrinate them never crossed
their minds. It did, however, when everything they were taught at school was skewed to
reflect communist ideology. For the generation that just heard about but did not live through
the aforementioned deprivations, it took a while to figure out the truth. The desire to leave
the country grew as the discrepancy between the communist ideals that they had been taught
at school and the harsh reality of life after school became apparent. This harshness probably
160
Banat Swabians were poorer German peasants who settled in Western Romania’s Banat
region in the 18th century, where they were given land and other priviledges by the Austrian Crown.
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would have been accepted as normal if the comparison of their lifestyles with those of their
visiting relatives or acquaintances from West Germany had not occurred. Or, even if just
contacts with visitors from abroad had not occured, as those Saxons experienced that ended
up working as tourist guides with West German, Austrian, Dutch, and other Western tourists.
While the motivation for leaving the country had changed the goal had remained the same.
By the mid-1980s, all Krauses had emigrated, most of them to Germany; and by 2011 only
about 15,000 Saxons had remained in Transylvania.
What had been a cause for deprivation in Romania turned out a boon for the Saxons
in West Germany. The earlier described formation in 1940 of the German Ethnic Group of
Romania (Deutsche Volksgruppe in Rumänien) gave them the right to German citizenship as
provided by article CXVI of the German Constitution. 161 They found Germany’s democratic
institutions to be also closer to their centuries-old structures that they had enjoyed before
communism took over. Particularly, the younger generations took advantage of this new
environment in which there was no need to profess a hypocritic adherence to the Communist
Party to advance in society.
There had been over a dozen exceptions of Germans 162 that had achieved high
leadership positions in Romania by joining and advancing in the ranks of the Communist

161
The “Grundegesetz für die Bundesrepublik Deutschland, Artikel CXVI, Begriff ‘Deutscher’Wiedereinbürgerung,” defines as “German” also ethnic Germans and their spouses or decendants
who had been part of the German Reich as it existed as of December 31, 1937.
162
There were fourteen ethnic Germans in high leadership positions of which 13 had
become also full or substitute members of the Communist Party’s Central Committee. The fourteen
in the order of their age and with the year they joined the Party were: Anton Breitenhofer (1939),
Emeric Stöffel (1930), Ernest Breitenstein (1939), Iosif Andrei Roth (1946), Stefania Funk (1945),
Eduard Eisenburger (1957), Nicolae Doggendorf (1953), Hedwiga Hauser (1957), Iosif Eckenreiter
(1959), Richard Winter (1955), Alexandru Reimer (1955), Margareta Krauss (1958), Andrei
Meinhardt (1970) plus Filip Geltz (1920) who held high offices such as Minister of Municipal
Economy and Local Industries, but did not become a full or substitute member of the Central
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Party. Thirteen or 1.1% of them became full or substitute members of the Communist Party’s
Central Committee; which over the years totaled 1,196. 163 Of these, less than half, or 0.5%,
had been Saxons. Until the early 1970s, the German population hovered around 2% of the
total, which made them very much underrepresented in Romania’s leadership positions.
Many Saxons regarded all those Germans in higher party positions as opportunists or even
traitors to Saxon values and traditions. If one reads, for example, the Zeiden Chronicle, there
is no mention of Margareta Krauss (no relation) who held the highest party and
administrative posts there in the 1970s. The Zeiden Chronicle repeatedly mentions, however,
the teacher (and relative) Rosa Kraus 164 with her multiple contributions to Zeiden’s cultural
life.
For many of this younger generation that arrived in Germany, there seemed to be a
need to compensate for the missed career opportunities in Romania. Otto, who had tricked
himself out of Romania by adjusting a signature, went back to school at 28 years of age and
obtained a degree in mechanical engineering. He ended up working for Siemens’s nuclear
power plant division. Some, such as two of Erhard’s sons (Viktor’s grandsons), continued
their family tradition by obtaining advanced degrees in gardening. Erhard’s oldest son
became an electrical engineer.
One of the most celebrated Krauses was Ernst. He had already had a successful acting
career in Romania before his political views sidelined him there for a while. Eventually, in

Committee. Consiliul Național pentru Studierea Arhivelor Securității. Membrii C.C. al P.C.R., 1945 1989, Dicționar (Bucharest: Editura Enciclopedică, 2004), passim.
163
1196 is the total number of full and substitute Central Committee members between
1945 and 1989. Ibid., 635 - 662.
164

Zell, Zeiden, 415.
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1962 he was allowed to emigrate to Germany where he continued his successful career at
theaters from Munich to Hamburg and in between. In his 50-year career, he played in over
250 roles from Shakespeare and Moliere to Goethe and Schiller. He was also one of the few
Krauses from Zeiden who felt entitled to carry the von in his name. Julius, his father, who
owned a grocery shop in Zeiden, had not and when Ernst asked him why, Julius answered:
“the ‘von’ is meant for those who are somebody or own something.” Ernst thought he
qualified for the former while Julius did not think owning a grocery store was enough for the
latter.
There were also mishaps in the careers of family members. Rudolf’s son who had
been part of the Perregrinii transaction had a successful start as a foreman in his chosen field
of carbon fiber technology. But when the yacht market that catered to the wealthy collapsed
in the 2008-2009 financial crisis he started to struggle in the new fields that were offered to
him. He never recovered from that crises and ended up taking on odd jobs that embittered
him enough to preclude any chances for improvement.
As indicated already, Germany was not the only destination for the Krauses.
Margareta, Erwin’s daughter, emigrated, as noted earlier, through marriage to Italy. While
still attending acting school in Bucharest she had already performed on stage and in movies.
After a rather difficult period of adjustment to Italy’s quite different stage culture and
learning to speak accent-free Italian, she became one of the most sought-after stage actresses
in Italy. In the Italian part of Switzerland, she was given the lead role in several movies. One
of the few, small movie roles in Italy was in Roberto Benigni’s Oscar winner La Vita e Bella.
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Fig. 12 Margareta in two of her roles on stages in Milan
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VI.
The Congruence of Contingencies: The von Krauses’ American Branch

1. Getting There: The Krauses’ Contingency on Appearances and a Friend
In 1975, when Rüdiger and Roxana were going through the emigration process,
Romania was signatory to two agreements that created the international framework for their
application: the 1948 UN Declaration on Human Rights (DHR) and the August 1975 Final
Act of the Helsinki Declaration or Helsinki Accords. Both addressed free movements of
individuals 165 and family reunifications.166 Romania had made a habit of creating positive
appearances in the international public eye. Many in the West including much of the media
were fooled by this and assumed it was an expression of deeper beliefs. Family reunification
was one of these appearances. Because of it, Rüdiger and Roxana were allowed to apply only
to a country in which they had first-degree relatives, which was Germany, where Rüdiger had
his two elder brothers, although their final destination was America. To this end, David Box,
their American sponsor, had made arrangements for them to stay in Frankfurt so that they

165
Article 13 of DHR:
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each state.
(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country.
www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/.
166
Helsinki Accords 1. Human Contacts
(b) Reunification of Families

The participating States will deal in a positive and humanitarian spirit with the applications of
persons who wish to be reunited with members of their family, with special attention being given to
requests of an urgent character―such as requests submitted by persons who are ill or old. Helsinki
summit 1975―Helsinki final Act.pdf.
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could apply for admission to America at the US Consulate there. The Frankfurt studio’s
walking distance to the Consulate allowed the two to check every few days on the status of
their application. David had been a member of a week-long US trade mission to Romania for
which Rüdiger had been responsible. During the course of two more visits, the three had
become friends and David had offered not only to become their sponsor but also to help them
obtain their exit visa. He had traveled to London to see if Henry Jacober could help them out
of the country. Mr. Jacober, a businessman, had supposedly helped Romanian Jews emigrate
to Israel and Western countries. Unfortunately, he was ill at the time of David’s visit, and
Mr. Jacober’s son did not want to promise any help. Later, after the fall of communism, the
aforementioned C.N.S.A.S agency confirmed the role Mr. Jacober had played in helping
many ethnic Jews and 500 ethnic Germans emigrate from Romania. 167 Many of those helped
had been incarcerated in Romania for various crimes, including political, but also for
possessing hard currency, gold, or other prohibited valuables. Mr. Jacober was paid for the
release of visas by the relatives or friends who lived in the West. He then used this money, at
first, to supply breed pigs and pedigree cattle to Romania until that need was covered, after
which he started to make payments in cash. By the time David talked to Mr. Jacober’s son,
the earlier mentioned Operation Recovery was already in full swing, which was most likely
the real reason Jacober Jr. declined to help.
All this had happened before Romania started to negotiate the Trade Agreement with
the United States in 1975, which facilitated the exit visas without requiring any payments.
After two-and-a-half months in Germany, during which time David also paid a visit to the

Mediafax.ro; http://www.mediafax.ro/social/cnsas-listele-celor-cumparati-din-romanialiste-ale-lui-schindler-si-de-cumparaturi-ale-dictatorilor-12614994.
167
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US Consulate in Frankfurt to speed up the processing of their application, Rüdiger and
Roxana were issued Conditional Entry visas to America.

2. The Land of Opportunities: The von Krauses’ Experience
The contacts that Rüdiger had made as the Commercial Specialist paid off. Two
senior officials of the Department of Commerce had been able to arrange several job
interviews for him of which the most promising one was at the Pepsi-Co headquarters in
Purchase, New York. The interview resulted in a job offer to work for the company in
Vienna. At that time, Pepsi-Co had opened up plants in Poland, Romania, and the Soviet
Union. In all three cases, Pepsi-Co was supposed to purchase items, such as baseball gloves,
from these countries and sell them in the US market. In return, it was allowed to sell to each
of the three countries its concentrate in the dollar amount equal to Pepsi-Co’s purchases.
Rüdiger’s job would be to manage and increase all these transactions. The salary was agreed
on, and a tentative date for departure to Vienna was set. Pepsi-Co’s legal department had
looked into Rüdiger’s stateless passport issue and found that such a passport might require
weeks or even months to get entry visas to any of the three countries he had to visit on a
regular basis.
Both Rüdiger and Roxana had decided to request a stateless, rather than a Romanian
citizen-type, passport when they left Romania. They had done this against the US Consul’s
friendly advice because they wanted to be as disconnected as possible from the regime they
had come to hate. It was the first serious setback they experienced in their new country.
David admitted that he had always hoped for Rüdiger to work for him in his parents’ plastic
injection molding company. Roxana, in the meantime, had found a job at the New York Times
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as a saleslady at Saks Fifth Avenue’s Pucci boutique. Her entry level salary, however, after
the cost of the commute, was not enough to pay for rent and food, which left Rüdiger no
choice but to accept David’s offer. He started at $2.25 per hour which was the minimum
wage at the time. David’s parents had immigrated as well a few decades earlier and had
started from scratch, which they thought Rüdiger should do as well. After a year at Saks,
Roxana decided to enroll in the pre-med program at Rutgers’s New Brunswick campus.
Rüdiger enrolled in the university’s night MBA program in Newark. A year later, Roxana
became pregnant with their first child and gave up her studies. David, in the meantime, had
become the company’s president and made Rüdiger his assistant with an increased salary.
David’s long-term investments with little immediate returns stretched the company’s
finances. When the 1979 oil crises occurred, the financial weakness reduced the company’s
capabilities to pay the 40% increase in polyethylene prices,168 the key ingredient that made
up 70% of its products’ costs. Although this was the second oil crises, the company had not
taken any contractual steps to allow it to pass on the raw material price increases to its
customers. The lag in passing the increases on to the customers caused considerable financial
losses that forced David’s parents to put the company up for sale. Cities Services, an oil
company with an aggressive vertical expansion plan, bought the company in 1980 to create a
secure market for its nascent polyethylene production. With David out of the picture, Rüdiger
was one of the few who knew the nuts and bolts of the business. Just a few months before his
MBA, he became the marketing manager for one product line, with more added soon after
that, upon the discovery of his analytical capabilities. His 18% salary increase was the
company’s highest that year. It was also the year when Rüdiger received his American
168
Encyclopedia of Chemical Processing and Design, vol. 34 (New York: Marcel Decker,
1990), 157-58.
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citizenship. Everything seemed to move in the right direction. A year later, however, it all
came to an abrupt end when Cities Service was taken over by the giant Occidental Petroleum
company, which had no interest in plastics. Flashbacks to Romania’s secure, full
employment environment came to mind from time to time. It would remain one of Rüdiger’s
life-long admirations for the calm most Americans kept in such disruptive situations.
In the meantime Roxana and Rüdiger had their second son in the first home they had
purchased in Little Silver, New Jersey. Not long after Lee’s birth, Roxana acquired a German
bakery that she transformed into a gourmet shop by adding cheeses, ice creams and
chocolates to the shop’s offerings. She called the shop La Fourmi. 169 The Silesian immigrant
owner wanted to stop worrying about the financial side of keeping the bakery and had sold it
for a small down-payment the Krauses could afford. The baker agreed, however, to stay on as
an employee. La Fourmi was a great success, with people waiting on weekends in long lines
to purchase their hot rolls and hip croissants. While La Fourmi was good for the people of
Red Bank, New Jersey, it did not leave the Krauses any spare time. The income from the
shop was good but not enough to cover all the family’s needs.
The best job opportunity for Rüdiger came from the Rhode Island subsidiary of a
German machine builder, which meant selling La Fourmi and moving to New England.
Rhode Island was too provincial for cosmopolitan Roxana, which meant purchasing a home
in Boston with a considerable daily commute to northern Rhode Island.
The purchase of capital equipment in the hundreds of thousands and millions of
dollars was the domain of senior managers or owners of companies. Catering to that

169
La Fourmi, French for “the ant” was an allusion to the hard working ant in La Fontaine’s
fable “The Cricket and the Ant” (La Cigale et la Fourmi).
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customer base constituted the major attraction Rüdiger had for the capital equipment
business. At such high levels, there seemed to be a certain cleanliness that he had missed in
the down and dirtier small ticket item business. Without realizing it at the time, that would
become his occupation for the rest of his business career. First, as an employee who climbed
from middle management to senior management in the course of three years. And then, when
he felt he knew enough about the ins and outs of it, he was just waiting for the right
circumstances to start his own business. The opportunity arrived when Ricardo, the technical
partner of a privately held company for which Rüdiger had worked as an independent
associate, grew disenchanted with the rest of the owners and wanted to start a separate
company. After the two had assured themselves that several customers from the old company
would become customers in their new venture, they were able to start their new company
called Addex. The ‘A’ in the name was meant to put the company on top of any alphabetical
listing. The ‘Add” was meant to inspire positivity and strength as from ‘addition,’ while the
‘ex’ stood for their (blown film) extrusion market. Soon after the start, Bob, a third partner
joined the company. Bob had worked in the Research and Development Department of
Mobil Chemical, the market’s world leader at that time, and brought tremendous expertise
with him. Seven years later, a crisis occured when the three partners could not agree on their
shares in the company. Ricardo left jeopardizing Addex’s existence. However, there were
two developments that helped the two remaining partners avoid that fate.
One was the consolidation of companies that took place in their market. As part of a
more general trend, investment firms started to acquire related companies to create
efficiencies. In the plastic processing market, this efficiency was attained through the
increased purchasing power of polyethylenes, the industry’s main raw material. Addex’s

112

major customer at the time decided to sell his company to one of these emerging
conglomerates. After the sale, the customer wanted to remain involved in the plastic business
by investing some of the money he received from the sale into Addex. His 15% share in the
company brought in the cash needed to overcome Ricardo’s leaving and finance Addex’s
growth.
The second development was the financial troubles Ricardo’s new partnership
encountered. This weakness allowed the financially strengthened Addex to strike a deal with
the partnership that secured all the intellectual property that Ricardo’s leaving had put in
jeopardy, as well as well as acquire two machine-tools from it that Addex could use in its
production process. The next decade would pass without any major upheavals. The
tranquility ended when oil prices more than doubled from a low of $75 a barrel at the end of
2006 to $154 in June 2008. 170 As usual, the polyethylene prices followed suit. Addex’s
customers had to divert money from planned equipment purchases to paying the upwardspiraling resin-costs. In addition to this, the financial crises that started to unfold in the fall of
2008 created the kind of uncertainties that usually put capital spending on hold. All of
Addex’s competitors had to lay off as much as 1/3 of their workforces. The US’ largest
builder of blown film extrusion equipment had to file for Chapter 11. 171
A rather unusual circumstance helped Addex get through this crisis unscathed: Pliant
Corporation, a major customer, had filed for Chapter 11, which freed it of all its debts as long
as it followed the plan approved by a bankruptcy judge. The plan foresaw Pliant’s acquisition

Macrotrends.net; http://www.macrotrends.net/1369/crude-oil-price-history-chart.
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Chapter 11 is a US law that gives a company in financial difficulties protection from
creditors for a limited period of time to allow it to reorganize.
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by another, larger company. This company, however, had set as a condition of the acquisition
the upgrading of Pliant’s worn out and outdated equipment. A good part of that outworn
equipment was Addex’s. If Addex’s first reaction was to stay away from doing business with
a company in financial difficulties, it turned out that the judge’s tutelage provided more
guarantees than a healthier company could give. Thus, 2009 turned out a good year for
Addex when everybody else in its market had a disastrous one. The slow recovery that
followed the 2008-2009 crises also slowed Addex’s research and development (R&D)
efforts, which had been key to its success in the market. Finally, one of its delayed R&D
efforts turned out to be a revolutionary development for the industry: it enhances a blown
film extrusion line’s output capability by as much as 75%. In 2016 Addex negotiated with the
industry’s leader, a German company with a worldwide distribution system, the licensing of
this technology.
A year before Rüdiger started Addex, Roxana had started Quo Vadis, a travel agency
on Boston’s Newbury Street. She had worked several years for a Boston area travel agency
until she felt she knew enough to start her own. A few years into the new venture, she struck
a partnership with WBUR, at that time Boston’s premier public radio news station: under the
banner “Citizens of the World” she started to organize extraordinary worldwide trips for the
station’s audience. It was a means for the station to raise money as part of the price the
travelers paid for the participation in the trips. Each trip took along NPR 172 reporters such as
Robert Siegel, Sylvia Poggioli, and Nina Totenberg to attract the audience’s participation.
The up to three annual trips included visits to Saint Petersburg, Talin, and Riga; South
Africa’s Kruger Park; France’s Canal du Midi; Buthan; Namibia; Havana; Florence; Venice;
172
NPR, National Public Radio sells its programs to local public radio stations including in
Boston to WBUR and WGBH.

114

the Galapagos Islands; Lybia with its desert, and a few more. It was a successful partnership
that lasted until 2004, when Boston University, the station’s owner, decided to change the
station’s profile and management. Without the steady income from these trips and the
declining brick and mortar travel market caused by the advent of the internet agencies such
as Expedia and Travelocity, Roxana had to close Quo Vadis a few years later. Soon after she
had founded Quo Vadis, Roxana started to study for her MBA at Boston University’s night
school, which she completed in 1994.

3. Brian von Kraus
In February 2007 Roxana and Rüdiger visited their oldest son Brian in San Clemente,
California. A day before their departure, Brian asked, over dinner, whether they could stay an
extra day because the next day there would be a ceremony at Camp Pendelton 173 in which
they might want to participate. Asked what the ceremony would be about, he said he would
receive the Silver Star. Rüdiger had a vague idea that this could be a rather high distinction.
Yes, Brian confirmed, it is the third highest a Marine could achieve.
Postponing the flight next day at the not too distant John Wayne Airport was not a big
problem. From the airport, Roxana and Rüdiger drove to Camp Pendelton; Brian had already
gone there early in the morning. He was awarded the Silver Star by his division’s four-star
general in front of about 200 Marines standing in formation. Nobody at the time knew that
305 years earlier, a Thomas Kraus had been rewarded with the ennoblement for his actions at
the Battle of Zenta. That night, Brian’s award ceremony was shown on the 6 o’clock news.
The next day, the local papers featured his interviews. Michael Coronado, a reporter at the
173
Camp Pendleton, located between San Diego and Los Angeles, is the Marines’ major
West Coast base while Camp Lejeune in South Carolina is its East Coast counterpart.
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Ocean County Register, was able to learn something Brian’s parents had wondered about for
some time, i.e. what had inspired their son―a Boston College philosophy major―to become
a Marine: “This country gave my parents a lot," Brian was quoted as saying. "I felt I owed
that to the country. Basically, I tried to repay that debt." 174 The furthering of that kind of
motivation had not been on Roxana or Rüdiger’s mind when they sent both their sons to
Dexter, a private grammar school in their neighborhood. Dexter had attracted them for its
professed anima sana in corpore sano balance between its academic and athletic curricula.
That balance was also the reason for choosing Exeter Academy in southern New Hampshire
for their sons’ next stage of schooling. After that, Brian had chosen to attend the more
conservative Boston College in their neighborhood and Lee the liberal Vassar College in
Poughkeepsie, New York.
While attending college, Brian went every summer for six weeks to Parris Island in
South Carolina for Basic Training. A week after graduation from college, in June 2000, he
was commissioned as a second lieutenant on the USS Constitution in Charlestown,
Massachusetts. 175
After several uneventful deployments as a platoon leader with Marine Expeditionary
Units (MEUs), 176 he would become a participant in the 21st century’s first historical event.
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The USS Constitution was launched in 1797. After three major overhauls that took place in
1920, 1974, and 1995 it is the oldest commissioned warship afloat in the world.
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Marine Expeditionary Units (MEU) are infantry marines augmented with air, logistics, and
command elements that are deployed on a regular basis each year from both coasts, East and West
on several amphibious ships with the capability to handle combat missions as well as help in natural
disasters.
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On March 18 he and his platoon crossed the Kuwaiti border into Iraq as part of the Marine
Expeditionary Force (MEF) that invaded Iraq in 2003. A few weeks later his parents received
his first mail in the form of a torn cardboard from a Meal-Ready-to-Eat box. His message
reads: “ 3 am March 18, 2003; We are
going; I’m ok; See you soon; Love
Brian.”
The first US casualty of the war
was a second lieutenant Marine who
was part of the contingent that secured
the critical Rumaila oil fields of
Fig. 13 First mail from Brian on cardboard from Meal-Ready-to-Eat box

southern Iraq. Therrell “Shane”

Childers’s name was withheld pending notification of his kin. Having the same rank as
Brian’s and the absence of a name sent tremors through the Kraus’s household. After days of
watching cable news with a few hours of interruption for sleep, the family received the first
sign that Brian was alive and well. The Italian daily newspaper La Repubblica had been the
first to pick up a story from a reporter that was embedded with Brian’s unit. He quoted Brian
as saying that the Marines were stretched too thinly to be able to protect Baghdad’s museums
from looting. Using a reduced force had been part of what became known as Rumsfeld’s 177
doctrine that sought to increase force readiness and decrease the amount of supply required to
maintain forces, by reducing the number in a theater.
A year after his return from the war, Brian joined Camp Pendleton’s Recon Battalion.
Normally, his next assignment at this point in his career with the Marines would have been a
177
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December 18, 2006.
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desk job, even for just a short while. Instead, he applied to join the Recon battalion that was
known for its very demanding entrance criteria. He passed muster and was deployed for the
second time to Iraq. The text of the commendation describes the encounter that earned him
the Silver Star: “On 25 July 2004, while conducting clandestine Operation Trojan Horse,
First Lieutenant Von Kraus’ platoon was heavily engaged in a three-sided ambush by a
numerically superior enemy force. With enemy 12.7-millimeter machine gun positions raking
the long axis of the convoy and disabling vehicles, First Lieutenant Von Kraus displayed
exceptional bravery as he dismounted his vehicle and entered the enemy kill zone to aid his
three stricken Marines. Engaging the enemy, he heroically led three separate assaults on
different enemy strong points, personally destroying insurgents with rifle fire and grenades.
Under a fusillade of enemy fire, First Lieutenant von Kraus rallied his Marines and led them
in close quarters combat resulting in seven foreign fighters killed, two foreign fighters
captured, and scores of enemy combatants wounded.” 178 Many years later, Brian would
describe the aftermath of this encounter: “I ‘hit the wall’…I have no other description for it
because that’s exactly what it felt like. Others had different experiences, but for me, I came
to an almost complete stop in my ability to do any work whatsoever…I was going 100mph
when all of a sudden everything just stopped. I couldn’t work. Tasks that used to take me an
hour to complete would take me a week or longer. I was in a daze. I have no idea how I
recovered because I didn’t do anything special. I kept plugging away, and my energy
eventually returned. I don’t think what I did was healthy by any means, but I didn’t know any
better.” 179
MilitaryTimes; http://valor.militarytimes.com/recipient.php?recipientid=3772.
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Brian ‘hit the wall’ twice:“The second time happened much later while on
deployment in Afghanistan. It was worse this time and was compounded by the self-guilt I
inflicted on myself for being
‘lazy’ and holding up the unit’s
performance. I barely made it
through the last two months of that
tour. I talked to my peers later,
and they said they didn’t notice
anything. Whether it wasn’t as bad
as I thought or I had a great team

Fig. 14 Brian in Iraq

that covered for me is still up to
debate. Regardless, I was smoked. Upon my return, I was moved into a position of higher
responsibility with an even higher workload. I didn’t even want to wake up in the morning let
alone come into the office. That ‘episode’ lasted almost a year. The most severe effects went
away on the following deployment to Afghanistan. My self-recovery is not complete, and I
don’t recommend my method of ignoring the problem to anyone.” 180 That second
deployment to Afghanistan was as commander of a MARSOC 181 company. It was the first
time Brian lost several of his men. An Afghan insurgent that had posed as an Afghan officer
shot four of them dead and wounded a fifth when they escorted him away from a village
meeting in which he seemed suspicious to the people from the village. When the news was
broadcast that four MARSOC officers had been killed in Helman province, it was again the
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kind of shock that the Krauses had experienced years earlier when Second Lieutenant
Therrell "Shane" Childers was killed in the Rumaila oil fields of southern Iraq. Brian had
sent his officers to that meeting.
Before his two deployments to Afghanistan, Brian had gone back once more to Iraq
right after he was awarded the Silver Star in 2007. This time, he was the commander of the
Headquarters and Support Company near Fallujah. Some of the Sunnis he had fought three
years earlier became now his friends: “...the sheiks from the Abu Issa tribe invited us
Marines over for dinner…” he said in a BBC News interview. 182 A series of events prompted
the invitation: after the Iraqi victory in football’s Asian Cup in July 2007, Roxana decided to
print 100 posters of the winning team to send to Brian for him to hand them out to Iraqi
children. “They loved it; I got rid of them all in about two days. If soccer posters can bring
people together, imagine what a soccer league could do,” he told BBC News. Roxana, in
Boston, was able to raise $20,000 with Operation Ultimate Goal that she had started to
provide 7-14-year-old Iraqi children in the Anbar province with everything they needed to
form a football league. “I am sure some of the people who are now working with us were the
same people who were targeting us before.” 183
During that same deployment, Roxana, in Boston, and Brian, in Anbar province,
organized Operation Iraqi Pen Pal by which over 70 Iraqi schoolchildren wrote letters to
counterparts in Boston and the state of Maine who responded with over 100 letters. An Iraqi
schoolmaster sums it up: “I also think that when kids see the U.S. forces, some wave, but
some are scared,” he said. “It’s also going to help kids understand more about the Marines
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because some of them have heard bad things from insurgents, who have said the American
forces are bad guys. I think this program will let them know how Americans really are.” 184
Such a drastic change in attitude was the result of General David Petraeus’s 185 new
strategy to, among other things, "stitch back together the fabric of society that was torn
during the height of sectarian violence," 186 which also meant to engage the Sunni tribes in
rebuilding Iraq rather than fighting them.

Fig. 15 Iraqi Pen Pals

Brian’s next career step was outside the military, most likely spawned by his
experiences as a peacemaker in his last deployment in Iraq. He joined a fellow Marine’s
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non-profit company that contributes to the world’s effort to eradicate extreme poverty. He
joined Nuru International in the spring of 2015 after taking early retirement as a Major a few
months before turning 37. Nuru implements well-organized programs dealing with
agriculture, financial support, healthcare, and education in the remote rural areas of Africa.
The people in these areas consistently face the stress of hunger, poor health, debt, and fear of
armed groups. Brian’s job is to change that paradigm by creating as secure an environment as
possible in these areas so that the people can take advantage of Nuru’s programs. That
involves not only training people to take security measures but also to teach them the mental
resilience that they need to face and deal with the hardships rather succumb to them. He
trains and teaches both, the local managers that Nuru employs as well as the participants in
the programs. Although his military experience had taught him more than most people
experience in a lifetime, he felt it necessary to broaden his managerial skills by enrolling in
the University of California’s Executive MBA program in Los Angeles. The program is
tailored for busy people like him by requiring its students to attend courses only over long
weekends. His plan is to graduate in 2017.

4. Lee von Kraus
When Lee graduated from Vassar College in 2003 he had earned considerably more
credits than needed for graduation. One of his science teachers could not remember another
student that had done that before. All the extracurricular courses had been in sciences.
Therefore, unlike with Brian, his choice of continuing education in neurosciences was not a
surprise to his parents. He received his Ph.D. in neuroscience from SUNY’s Brooklyn
Downstate Medical Center in 2013. Although he specialized in neuroscience, he continued
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to research and work in all the other fields that he had studied at Vassar such as computer
science and robotics.
This combination of abstract and hands-on sciences allowed him to develop new products
of which at least one so far has spawned the successful company Halo Neuroscience in 2012
of which he is a co-founder. The
company’s product is based on patent
pending cybernetic systems for brain
augmentation and repair. The
company’s first product is the Halo
Sport, which enhances athletic
performance. The device sends a low
Fig. 16 Halo Sport

voltage current to selected parts of the

brain to enhance that part’s performance. The athlete obtains a superior retention of the
sequence of all his or her movements and encourages their improvement. The application is
not limited to sports, which leaves the door open for Halos with uses such as the
enhancement of a person’s memory.
Lee worked for the first year in the company, but did not like the 9-5 routine and acts
now as a consultant, which lets him pursue all of his other interests. These interests include
research that focuses on neural engineering, both through invasive and non-invasive
techniques. Of the former, he has identified three areas: the creation of artificial “white
matter”―that forms the brain’s long-distance connections―to increase the humans’
cognitive abilities; the possibility to instantaneously program new skills into the brain by
manipulating the so-called “muscle memory”; and lastly as a complement to the previous
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interest because it might be necessary, to find ways to delete existing “muscle memory” to be
able to add a new one. The non-invasive technique that he considers needs further work, so
he is expanding the research he did for the development of the Halo. The research and
development that led to the Halo’s success is now proof that the augmenting of sensorimotor
abilities is possible. The question this research intends to answer is how far this―
modification of one’s self―can be taken. So far, Lee has exercised just a small portion of
his 10% stock options in the Halo Neuroscience company. Occasionally, Rüdiger told both
his sons variations of Bernhard Baruch’s famous advice that “even being right 3 or 4 times
out of 10 should yield a person a fortune if he has the sense to cut his losses quickly on the
ventures where he is wrong.” 187 Lee seems to be on the right track in heeding Baruch’s
advice.
His efforts have brought him to the attention of the media. In early 2016, he gave an
interview to Germany’s leading business publication Die WirtschaftsWoche for an article on
sleep manipulation to increase a manager’s performance. Lee’s part of the article starts with
describing his world: “An old
factory in Brooklyn, New York.
In a large hall with the charm of
old-world industries, sits Lee M.
von Kraus at a desk in the middle
of a rebuilding-chaos and works
on the creation of a new world.”
Lee then talks about his product’s
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Fig. 17 Lee as pictured in WirtschaftsWoche
Lee as pictured in WirtschaftsWoche
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“low voltage current stimulation of the brain to reduce sleep-irregularities.” The magazine
misquoted him a little on this because this product is still being developed. The article continues
by describing Lee as “an enthusiastic researcher and entrepreneur. He works at the intersection
of neurosciences and digital technology. That is from where the next big transforming thrust to
our modern society will come. The brain in neuro-capitalism becomes the central point for future
productivity increases, the turning- and the center point of optimization.” And presents Lee’s view
that he “thinks as well that sleep efficiency is an ‘excellent idea,’ but is skeptical as to how far the
wish of technical manipulation can be taken.’We have first to understand sleep, and only then can
we try to manipulate it.’”188
Not long ago Lee was accepted as a member of a backup crew on Project Poseidon,
which is a 100-day underwater research expedition at Florida International University’s
NASA Aquarius Research Base that will take place in the spring of 2017. Two of its eight
objectives are to “simulate the confined space constraints of Mars’ conceptual habitats, and to
simulate potential Mars surface activities and to quantify the physiologic cost of the tasks.” 189
This project, with its connection to Mars, fits right in with all those activities that are not
directly related to his main research but have been his lifelong preoccupations; in this case,
Mars, outer space’s next frontier. Another such preoccupation is his adamant protection of
the environment. As early as grammar school, he donated almost every dollar he had to
Nature’s Conservancy, a charitable environmental organization whose mission it is to
“conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends.” 190 Most of his school vacations
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included work related to the protection of sea life, the environment, and the exploration of
space.

5. Being Part of a Larger Group: The Xennials
Both Brian and Lee’s birth years―1978 and 1981―put them in what became known
as the Xennial generation. The Xennials fall right in between two major, rather distinct
generations: Generation X, comprised of those born between 1965 and 1976-1980, and the
Millennials, born between 1977-1980 and 1995. The uncertainties in the cutoff dates for
Generation X and the starting dates of the Millennials created the space for a microgeneration with the brunch-type compromise name of Xennials. This micro-generation
“came of age just as the very essence of communication was experiencing a seismic shift,
and it’s given [it] a unique perspective that’s half analog old school and half digital new
school.” 191 This connection allowed Brian, who at the time was still attending college, to
create Addex’s first website, by using Addex’s “analog” leaflets and brochures and
converting them into the digital medium. Only years later when a new website became
necessary did Rüdiger realize the effort his son had put into creating the first one.
On the political scene, however, Brian was ahead of those Xennials that were
motivated by the attacks of 9/11 to enroll in the military. His aforementioned motivation was
unique to first generation immigrants. 192 Similarly, Lee was ahead of his generation that
struggled with “allyship.” 193 Vassar College, in general, made that possible but to Lee, the
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son of ethnically diverse parents, it came naturally and did not have to be taught. Some of his
best friends to this day are as racially and ethnically diverse as one could imagine. Probably
one of the biggest advantages of this micro-generation was that it went “through some of
life’s toughest years without the toxic intrusion of social media.” 194 It gave both sons the
distance needed to view this extraordinary 21st-century phenomenon with a critical eye. Lee
gave up his Facebook account while Brian kept his going, but uses it for events that warrant
sharing.
Of course, Lee, and Brian would not have been able to experience the intensity of life
that America offers without the jus soli principle prevalent in the Americas by which one
automatically becomes a citizen of the country in which he or she is born. In fact, both were
US citizens before their parents became citizens.
When Roxana and Rüdiger finally became US citizens in the early 1980s, they were
able to add the “von” back into their name, which Romania’s communist regime had
removed. And this without any of the bureaucratic hurdles that Germany had put in their
relatives’ way. Thus they formally overcame the several decades-long disruption of history’s
natural flow in Eastern Europe.
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Conclusion
While the Hungarians argued with the emerging Romanians about the validity of their
losses and gains of political power in Transylvania, the Saxons accepted with little resistance
their diminishing political role that seemed to have stabilized in the second half of the
nineteenth century when it reached the level commensurate with their minority status. This
socio-political set-up of Transylvania’s three ethnicities lasted until the second half of the
1930s when Nazi Germany encouraged a political platform for Romania’s Germans that
culminated in the creation of political entities responsible directly to Germany.
The Hubris of this new Saxon leadership caused repercussions that subjected the
Krauses along with the rest of the Saxons to collective retributions when Romania switched
sides in 1944. The perceived unfairness of these retributions coupled with the unease the
Saxons felt about communism caused their exodus, mostly to Germany.
Today’s wide dispersal of the von Krauses in Germany and beyond leaves the
impression of a broken-up family. It is, therefore, encouraging to notice an unintended
consequence of this story: the younger generation’s high interest in it. This investigation of
the family’s history is evidence of such interest – an interest that has compelled investigation
not only of family transitions, but the long-term multi-ethnic history of what began as the
borderlands of two empires and ended as nation states.
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Appendix A

Fig. 18 The Patent of Nobility

Translation from Latin
We Leopold elected by the grace of God Majestic Roman Emperor of Germany,
Hungary, Bohemia, Dalmatia, Croatia, Slovenia etc., King, Arch-Prince of Austria, Prince of
Burgundia, Brabadia, Styria, Carinthia, Carnolia, Luxemburg, as well as Upper and Lower
Silesia, Württemberg and Teck, Prince of Svevia Monarch of the Holy Roman Empire as
well as of Borg: Moravia, Upper and Lower Lusatia, Count of Habsburg, Tyrol, Kygburg,
Gorizia, Landgrave of Alsatia, Lord of Marchia Slovenia, of Port Nao and Islands.
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With this writing we advise all those concerned, to whom it is useful, that with our
Majesty’s present exemption letter the intelligent citizen and inhabitant of the town of
Fogarasch in the county Albensi in Transylvania Thomas Krausz is freed of his jobbagian
obligations.
We were led to this by the intercession of several of our subjects as well as the
faithful services the said subject rendered to our Majestic House of Austria at various
occasions, times and places, and which he undoubtedly will continue and multiply.
Again, therefore Thomas Krausz, his spouse and already born children and all his
future heirs and progeny of both genders are lifted from the common status and
circumstances into the ranks and society of the true, undoubted nobles to be accepted,
counted in, and registered in our Hungarian realm as well as all other heir- and crown-lands
and provinces. We grant and promise that from now on in the future and in eternity he and
all his heirs should enjoy all the graces, honorary titles, awards, and freedoms the same way
all the other true and undoubted nobles of natural law or old custom enjoy and use.
That is why we confer to the same Thomas Krausz, his spouse, his children, heirs,
and progeny of both genders the following sign of nobility. A standing war-shield on a red
base on whose bottom a half-erected unicorn stands on a small, green hill; above the shield is
a barred war helmet covered with a royal diadem, duly decorated with precious stones and
pearls from which another unicorn similar to the bottom one forms the top. From the top of
the helmet the shield is framed on one side with white and red locks/fringes and on the other
side by blue locks/fringes similar to the rendition by our skilled painter with the original
colors at the top of this letter.
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And now we allow and permit the named one to use from now on and forever this
coat of arms or sign of nobility like all the other true and undoubted nobles of the already
mentioned Hungarian Realm, crown-lands and dominions of natural law or old custom and
to use it in battles, fencing and tournament games, duels, single combat, and all other war and
noble exercises as well as on sails, drapes, rings, banners, shields, tents, homes, moats, and in
general on all objects and activities as a clear sign of nobility to differentiate from all other
people regardless of their status, authority, or living standards, to be seen as decorated and
singled out for all times and in all the heirs and progeny of both genders.

For the credibility and reinforcement of this exemption letter we apply our large, crown-seal
with hanging twines.

Dated in Austria our town Vienna June 9th in the year of the Lord
Onethousandsevenhandredandtwo 1702. Our Roman rules forty-four. Our Hungarian fortyseven and the Bohemian forty-six.

Leopold

Count Samuel Kálnoky
Johannes Fratti
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