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Incunabula at Harvard 

Funds 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY STEPHEN SALISBURY 

Stephen Salisbury, H 1817, Hon 1875, was born in 1798. A lawyer, he was a 
member of the bar but did not practice. While still a young man he inherited 

a considerable fortune, which allowed him to devote himself to public service 
and charitable causes. He lived in Worcester, Massachusetts, and was active in 
the city government of that city, but he also spent two years in the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives and another two in the Senate. He was director and 
president of the Worcester Bank for many years, a director of the Worcester Free 
Public Library, and an officer of the Worcester County Horticultural Society. He 
was also a member of the American Antiquarian Society and of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, and in addition sat for twelve years on the Harvard Board of 
Overseers. He died in 1884. 

A book fund in his name was established in 18 5 8 in accordance with the 
instructions contained in his letter of 23 November of that year to President 
James Walker: 

My dear Sir, 

The deficiency of the Library of Harvard College in the number and quality of 
Greek and Latin books has been well known by the friends of the institution and 
while it has been deeply regretted by those, who seek strength from the pure 
fountains ofleaming, the liberality, which has so amply provided for the sciences, 
has afforded nothing for this department. The Alumni of the College, after they 
become engaged in the struggles of active life, too often neglect the studies, 
which they pursued no further, than they were carried by deference to authority 
or by the stimulus of emulation and they are unaware of the benefits, which they 
unconsciously received. Hence it is that College Graduates arc so ready to join 
those, who have had no opportunity of systematic education in denouncing the 
study of the ancient classics as worthless, because it is not an equivalent for supe-
rior natural gifts. By these examples and the rare instances of successful training 
of such men as Franklin, without the immediate instrumentality of the classics, 
young scholars are led to undervalue and neglect the aid of those ancient masters 
of thought and expression, who have been honored as guides by the wisest men 
for twenty centuries. It is with little effect that our learned Professors recommend 
the studies, to which they are most indebted, by argument and by their own 
brilliant example, when their pupils see a monument of disparagement and 
contempt in the small collection of Greek and Latin authors, not always in the 
best editions, which lies neglected in the College Library, with no effort for its 
improvement. And this evil extends abroad to those most valuable members of 
the community, who, in the intervals of mercantile and manual labours, seek to 
improve their higher powers and look to the colleges as models and guides of 
training. Thus the general standard of education is let down and a few scholars 
easily enjoy an aristocracy in the republic of letters. 
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As the number ofBooks in the Greek and Latin languages is comparatively small, 
a moderate provision for this part of the College Library may be sufficient and 
an increase of annual appropriation will probably keep up with improved acces-
sions and give more attraction and animation to this department. In the absence 
of any thing better adapted to revive and encourage an important branch of 
learning, which I have waited for in vain from those, who know and illustrate 
its full value, I respectfully ask, that you will present to the Corporation of 
Harvard College my offer of Five thousand dollars to be invested safely and 
productively and maintained as a separate Fund, of which the net annual income 
shall be expended in the purchase of books in the Greek and Latin languages and 
in books in other languages illustrating Greek and Latin books, for the supply of 
the Library of said College. And books so purchased, which are not needed for 
said Library may be given to undergraduate students in said College, as premi-
ums for faithful scholarship or as aid to those who deserve and need assistance in 
defraying the expenses of education at the discretion of said Corporation. 

I have great satisfaction in tendering this act of filial duty to my Alma Mater, 
while her prosperity and character are endeared to the people of our country, by 
ever wise administration .... 

Needless to say, Salisbury's offer was accepted with expressions of gratitude, 
and the fund continues today to fulfill the purpose for which it was set up. 
Eighteen incunabula have been bought with it, including the Servius 
Commentarii in Vergilii opera (Rome, Han, ca.1471?) and the Lactantius Opera 
(Venice, Vindelinus de Spira, 1472). 
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FUND ESTABLISHED BY CHARLES MINOT 

Two entries in John Langdon Sibley's private journal relate to Charles Minot, 
H 1828, and the fund established in his name: 

Nov. 7, 1866. Was sent for by a graduate with whom I had a conversation nearly 
two years ago about the Library. He is very unwell & says he proposes to make 
his will to-morrow. He will give to the College for the purchase of books sixty 
"one thousand dollar" bonds of the Buffalo, Bradford and Pittsburgh Railroad 
Company, payable r January r 896, with 7 per cent. coupons payable semi-annually 
on condition that during the lifetime of his adopted son, the College will pay to 
him all that it receives from these bonds after deducting taxes, &c. The road is a 
branch of the Erie Railroad, which operates it, and guarantees the payments. 

Dec. 12, 1866. Attended the funeral of Charles Minot, HC 1828, who died on 
the roth at his house on the northwesterly part of Spring Hill in Somerville. He 
is the person alluded to, November 7th. A year ago he had an engineer for three 
weeks laying out his grounds with a view to building a splendid mansion & had 
400 or 500 feet of stone pipe laid deep in the ground, in anticipation of his pro-
ject. By and by these pipes may be a subject for speculation among antiquaries. 
He was never married. He had been connected with the Boston & Maine 
Railroad & with the NY & Erie Railroad, & some years ago was solicited by the 
Emperor of Russia to take charge of the one between St. Petersburg and 
Moscow .... 

The fund was established in 1870, the income to be applied "to the purchase 
of new books for Harvard College Library." Twenty-nine incunabula have been 
bought with it, "new" being interpreted as new to the Library collections, not 
newly published. 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY JAMES WALKER 

James Walker was born in 1794 in Burlington, Massachusetts, at that time a 
part of Woburn, which originally belonged to Charlestown. He was educated at 
Groton and at Harvard, where he was a member of the class of 1814. He spent 
a year teaching at Phillips Academy in Exeter and then returned to enter the 
Divinity School at Harvard. In l 818 he received a call to the church at 
Charlestown, where he remained as minister until 1839, when he was named 
Alford Professor of Natural Theology, Moral Philosophy, and Civil Polity in 
Harvard College. In 1853 he was made President of the College. In January of 
1860 he resigned this latter position to devote himself to philosophy and litera-
ture, writing and lecturing and preaching. It is recorded that "His last days were 
cheerful, quiet, and free from pain. He had no disease, and was confined to his 
bed for only one day. He was simply worn out, and died from weakness." 

The Walker Fund was established in 1875 according to the Corporation 
Records under date of 8 March: 

The Treasurer informed the Board that he had received from George 0. 
Shattuck Esq. Executor of the Will of the late James Walker D.D. Fifteen thou-
sand dollars, the income of which is to be expended annually in the purchase of 
books for the general Library of the University, preference being given to works 
in intellectual and moral sciences. 
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The Executor also notified the Board that the Library of Dr. Walker, including 
all the books and pamphlets of which he died possessed is bequeathed to the 
President and Fellows with authority to make such distribution or disposal of the 
same as they shall see fit. 

The President was requested to inform the Executor that the Corporation accept 
these important gifts with gratitude, that they will carry out the wise directions 
given by their revered benefactor, and that they rejoice that his name will be per-
manently associated with the Library. 

And J. L. Sibley, in his private journal, made the following entry under 22 

March 1875: 

Ex-President James Walker's library, cons1stmg of more than 3500 volumes 
including duplicates, besides pamphlets, brought to Gore Hall. 

Five incunabula have been bought with this fund, including the very rare 
Johannes Versor, Quaestiones super Posteriora analytica Aristotelis (Leipzig, 
Wolfgang Stockel, 1499). 

FuND ESTABLISHED BY EvANGELINus APosTOLIDES SOPHOCLES 

The exact date ofbirth ofEvangelinus Apostolides Sophocles is unknown, but 
it was sometime between I 800 and I 808 in Tsangarada, Thessaly, near Mount 
Pelion. As a youth he was taken to Cairo by an uncle and educated there in a 
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school run by the monks of the monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai. 
After returning to Greece he fell in with a missionary of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the Rev. Joseph Brewer, who persuaded 
him to emigrate to Massachusetts. He studied and taught for a while at Amherst 
but had to stop because of ill health. After a period of teaching and writing in 
Hartford, Connecticut, in l 842 he was appointed tutor in Greek at Harvard. By 
this time he had published a number of textbooks and grammars for the study of 
Greek, all of which were well-received and some of which were reprinted a 
number of times. In 1860 Harvard appointed him Professor of Ancient, 
Byzantine, and Modem Greek, a post he filled until his death in 1883. His greatest 
contribution to scholarship was his Greek Lexicon of the Roman and Byzantine 
Periods, 1870, of which Harvard published a memorial edition in 1887. 

The relevant clauses of Sophocles' will relating to the disposition of his books 
and the establishment of a fund are as follows: 

r) I give to the President and Fellows of Harvard College all my printed books, 
and the stereotype plates of my Lexicon. 

2) All the residue and remainder of my property and estate, I devise and 
bequeath to the said President and Fellows of Harvard College, in trust, to keep 
the same as a permanent fund, and to apply the income thereof in two equal 
parts, one part to the purchase of Greek and Latin books (meaning hereby the 
ancient classics) or of Arabic books, or of books illustrating, or explaining, such 
Greek, Latin, or Arabic books, and the other part to the Catalogue Department 
of the General Library. Provided, however, that the said President and Fellows 
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may, at their discretion, apply any part, or the whole, of the said income, in any 
year, or years, to the publishing, editing, or preparing for publication of any 
manuscripts which I may leave unpublished at my death, or to the publishing, 
editing, or preparing for publication, of a new edition, or new editions, of my 
printed Lexicon. My will is that the entire income of the said fund may be 
expended in every year, and that the fund be kept forever unimpaired, and be 
called and known as the Constantius Fund, in memory of my paternal uncle, 
Constantius the Sinaite. 

The fund was capitalized at $25,892.26, and sixty-one incunabula have been 
acquired by the use of it. 

Charles Burton Gulick, Eliot Professor of Greek at Harvard, in his notice of 
Sophocles in the Dictionary ef American Biography, describes him thus: 

His small body was surmounted by an Olympian head covered with a shock 
of white hair; his dark eyes gleamed almost ferociously. But under a brusqueness 
which terrified the stranger, he cherished a tender sympathy for his intimate 
friends. Little children loved him; the chickens which he tended on the ground 
now occupied by Radcliffe College came at the call of their own names [names 
derived from those of his colleagues' wives!]. With seeming parsimony he saved 
money to build a bridge and waterworks for his native village, and he left large 
sums to friends and to the Harvard Library. His dignity, courtesy, and frugality 
suggested the Greek peasant, and the solitariness of the bare room in Holworthy 
Hall in which he died, the monk's cell. 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY HENRY LILLIE PIERCE 

Henry Lillie Pierce's educational opportunities as a youth were restricted to 
the academies of Dorchester, Milton, and Bridgewater in Massachusetts. For a 
short time he was enrolled in the Normal School at Bridgewater, but a severe 
illness caused his withdrawal, and he was not able to go on to college. His health 
remained a problem into his early twenties. It gradually improved, however, and 
in 1849 he secured employment in a chocolate mill owned by his mother's half-
brother, Walter Baker-a name still familiar to purchasers of chocolate. Baker 
died in 18 52, and his partner, Sidney B. Williams, in 18 54, after which the 
chocolate plant was leased to Pierce for a period of ten years, subject to a life 
interest for a certain amount payable annually to Baker's widow. The firm 
prospered under Pierce's management, and he eventually became sole owner. 
On his death, records his memorialist, "he left it the largest business of the kind 
on this continent,-the annual sales being more than forty times larger than 
when he took it." 

His business affairs did not prevent him from taking an active role in the 
politics of Boston and the country. He was elected mayor of Boston in 1872 and 
immediately used his authority to reorganize the Health and Fire departments. He 
soon had to resign from that office, however, when he was chosen to fill a 
vacancy in Congress left by the death of William Whiting in the summer of r 873. 

Despite his not being a Harvard graduate, Pierce left $50,000 in his will be be 
used to establish a fund for the purchase of books for the Harvard Library. The 
fund was used for its stated purpose fairly often in the early part of this century, 
nine incunabula having been acquired with it between 1899 and 1909, but in 
1945 the Harvard Corporation voted that the income "be transferred to such 
purposes as the Librarian of Harvard College sees fit." 
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Pierce's benefactions were numerous to educational and charitable institutions 
as well as to churches of different denominations, Roman Catholic as well as 
Protestant. A Congregationalist by upbringing, at the end of his life he was a 
pewholder at King's Chapel, Boston. 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY WILLIAM BAYARD CuTTING,JR. 

William Bayard Cutting, Jr., though a member of the class of 1900, finished 
his college work in three years and received his degree summa cum laude in 1899. 
From July of 1899 to April of 1901 he acted as private secretary to the Hon. 
Joseph H. Choate at the American Embassy in London. He married Lady Sybil 
Marjorie Cuffe in 1901, spent a few months in California, and then entered the 
Columbia Law School in New York. Ill health, however, compelled him to 
leave the Law School and spend the next two years travelling in England, Italy, 
and the Tyrol. He then returned to Southern California and was for a short time 
editor of a country newspaper. Drawn to diplomatic work, he was appointed 
vice-consul at Milan in 1909. But his health remained precarious, and on IO 
March 1910 he died of pneumonia at Assouan in Egypt. Not long before his 
death he had been appointed Curator of Napoleonic Literature in the Harvard 
College Library as well as John Harvard Fellow. By his will he left $2 5 ,ooo to the 
University, half of the income to be used for the purchase of books on modern 

55 

Henry Lillie Pime 



HARVARD LIBRARY BULLETIN 

European history and the history of the countries of Northern Africa, preference 
being given to books on the history of France, Switzerland, or Italy, and to the 
history of Morocco, Algiers, or Egypt. These collections at the present day owe 
much to his generosity. The incunabula bought with his fund include Italian 
translations of Leonardus Brunus Aretinus, Historiae Fiorentini populi (Florence, 
Bartolommeo di Libri, 5 June 1492) and of Poggius Florentinus, Historia 
Florentina (same printer, 3 September 1492), as well as Statuta civilia Mediolanensia 
(Milan, Ambrosius de Caponago, IO November 1498); and several others. 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY JOHN HARVEY TREAT 

After leaving Harvard with the class of 1862 Treat joined his father in the family 
business in Lawrence, Massachusetts, a firm that sold manufacturers' supplies. His 
connection with the business world was not complete, however, for he had a 
strong interest in archaeology, particularly as it related to Christian antiquities, 
and he spent 1875 in Palestine (as it was then called) with the American 
Exploration Party. Church history and ritualism were other interests that led to 
a number of publications-The Catholic Controversy (1874), The Catholic Faith 
(1888), Loyalty to the Prayer Book (1876), Notes on the Rubrics of the Communion 
Office (1882), and several others. His interest in books began early: in his fifth 
Class Report ( 1867) it is stated: "Those of his classmates in this neighborhood 
know that, whenever a rare old book is in the market, Treat scents it afar. He 
has made a collection of more than 200 volumes of antiquated [sic] literature." 
Over the next twenty years his collection grew greatly, and when he presented 
it to the Harvard Library in 1888 it required a closely-packed printed catalogue 
of twenty-nine pages to record it. Treat died in 1908, and in 1911 a fund was 
established by his residuary bequest, "income whereof to be used for the benefit 
of the Library for the purchase of books relating to the Church of England and 
Churches in Communion with her, the Roman and Greek Churches, and the 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, especially as regards ritual 
matters, of the same general character as the collection presented to them in 
1888; also books relating to Christian Archaeology." This fund has been used 
over the years to purchase 187 incunabula, representing only a small portion of 
the total acquisitions containing the Treat Fund bookplate. 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY EDWARD HENRY HALL 

Edward Henry Hall was born in Cincinnati in 18 3 1. He prepared for college in 
Providence, Rhode Island, where his father was pastor of the First Congregational 
Church. He entered Harvard College in 184 7 at the age of sixteen and was grad-
uated with the class of 1851. He went on to study in the Divinity School and 
received his degree there in 1855. Ordained as a Unitarian minister in 1859, he 
presided over the Unitarian Church in Plymouth until 1867, in the meantime 
acting as chaplain of the 44th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteer Militia during 
the Civil War. In 1 869 he moved to Worcester to become minister of the Second 
Parish there and remained for thirteen years. In 1882 he was invited to take over 
the First Parish and Church in Cambridge, in which post he served until he 
resigned in 1893. He was Lecturer on the History of Christian Doctrine at the 
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Harvard Divinity School for the year 1899-1900 and was awarded an honorary 
S.T.D. in 1902. He died at his home in Cambridge in 1912. 

Hall was a member of many secular organizations: the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, the American Antiquarian Society, the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, and a number of others. The fund in his name was established 
in I 913 for the unrestricted use of the Library. Thirty-six incunabula have been 
acquired with it. 

FUND ESTABLISHED IN HONOR OF GEORGE LYMAN KITTREDGE 

George Lyman Kittredge, who became a legendary figure in the annals of 
teaching at Harvard for his courses in Chaucer and Shakespeare, was born in 
Boston in 1860. He attended the Roxbury Latin School from 1875 to 1878, 
when he entered Harvard as a member of the class of I 882. Fellow members 
were Charles Townsend Copeland, later to become his own legend at Harvard, 
and Owen Wister, author of The Virginian. Kittredge graduated summa cum laude 
and was first scholar in his class. For a few years after graduation he taught Latin 
at Phillips Exeter Academy, then in 1888 accepted an instructorship in English at 
Harvard, thus beginning his long career there. Although he did not hesitate to 
express his reservations about the many changes President Eliot was making at 
Harvard, that did not impede his rapid advancement to a full professorship in 
1895. Eliot was fair-minded enough not to allow sincerely-felt opposition to 
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prejudice the promotion of a man he clearly respected. Eventually Kittredge 
succeeded Francis James Child, his former teacher, as chairman of the Division 
of Modem Languages and in l 9 l 7 was named first Gurney Professor of English 
Literature, a position he held until his retirement in 1936. 

At a dinner held on 9 June 1913 to celebrate the completion ofK.ittredge's first 
twenty-five years of teaching at Harvard, it was announced that a fund of $4,500 
(no small sum in those days) had been raised by friends and former students, "the 
income of which shall be devoted to the purchase of such books for the College 
Library as Professor Kittredge would approve." Kittredge had a deep interest in 
the Library. He once remarked that when taking a book from a shelf in the stacks 
he always glanced at the bookplate, to see to whom he owed the pleasure of 
using the volume. He himself made many additions to the folklore collection, 
and much more has been added by the use of the Kittredge Anniversary Fund, 
as it is called. From his own library came by his bequest Guido de Columna, 
Historia destructionis Troiae (Strassburg, Printer of Jordanus, ca.1489); Coniuratio 
daemonum (Rome, Plannck, ca.1492); and Dictys Cretensis, Historia Troiana 
(Venice, Christophorus de Pensis, 1499). The fund, later augmented, was used to 
buy Johannes Nider, Formicarius (Cologne, Zell, not after 1473); Angelus de 
Gambilionibus, Tractatus de malef,,ciis (Naples, Printer of Nicolaus de Lyra, 1477); 
and a number of other incunabula. 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY PETER PAUL FRANCIS DEGRAND 

Degrand, a Boston businessman of French birth, did not attend Harvard but by 
his will took care to provide a fund for the Library, "the income to be employed 
in French works and periodicals on the exact sciences and on chemistry, astron-
omy, and other sciences applied to the arts and to navigation." He wrote several 
pamphlets dealing with rail transportation, revenue laws, tariff, and like matters, 
and was a force in the development of railroads in the Western United States. At 
a meeting of the "Friends of a Railroad to San Francisco" held at Boston in 1849, 
an address was made "showing that, P. P. F. Degrand's plan is the only one, as 
yet proposed, which will secure promptly and certainly, and by a single act of 
legislation, the construction of a railroad to California, in the shortest time 
allowed by its physical obstacles." The plan was for a company to be chartered by 
Congress for the construction of a railroad from St. Louis to San Francisco, with 
a capital of $roo,ooo,ooo; and that the company, after having paid in $2,000,000, 
should have the right to borrow United States 6 percent. stock to such amount, 
not exceeding $98,000,000, as would be sufficient to finish the road and carry it 
into full operation with a double track. Further, Degrand suggested that Congress 
give this company a strip of the public lands, ten miles wide on the north side of 
the road, and the land for the bed of the road and for depots, and the right to take 
from the public lands wood, gravel, stone, iron, and such other materials as would 
be necessary to construct the road. The adoption of this plan, Degrand felt, would 
enable the road to be completed in as brief a time as possible, "and will secure this 
by a single act of Congress, free from the chance of future freaks of legislation." 
To insure speedy completion of the road, Degrand further stipulated "that no 
stimulus, stronger than Cold Water, be allowed to be used by the officers and men 
employed by the Road or by the Contractors." 
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Degrand died in 1855, but his estate was subject to annuities to be paid quar-
terly to a number of relatives and their descendants. After their decease 3/12ths 
of the net proceeds of his estate were to be paid to Harvard for the purpose above 
stated, and 1 / 12th respectively to nine other beneficiaries, including the 
Association for the Relief of Aged Indigent Females, the Boston Lying In 
Hospital, the Boston Female Orphan Asylum, the Fatherless and Widows 
Society, and the Female Medical Education Society-from all of which it will be 
clear that Mr. Degrand, long before the feminist movements of the twentieth 
century, was concerned to provide for those who in his time were regarded as 
the weaker members of society. He also left 1/ 12th of his estate to the City of 
Boston, "for amusing Picture Books for infant schools." The will was signed 5 
May 1851, but the Harvard part of his legacy, some $82,682 in cash, and securi-
ties valued at $4,500, did not come into the possession of the College until 1917. 
Among the incunabula that have been purchased with the Degrand fund are the 
very rare Anianus, Computus cum commento (Paris, Caillaut, ca. 1492?), and the 
Maniere de enter et planter en jardins (Lyons, Mareschal and Chaussard, ca. 1496). 

FUND ESTABLISHED IN MEMORY OF GEORGE SCHUNEMANN JACKSON 

Something of an idealist and a rebel against hidebound New England tradi-
tion, Jackson after graduation from Harvard with the class of 1902 set out for 
fresh fields and established himself in Chicago, where he worked as a real estate 
agent until the beginning of the first World War. Declared unfit for army 
service, he went to London and engaged in charitable work for a while and then 
went to Liege as a deputy of the American Commission for Relief He stayed on 
in Europe after the war and worked with the Food Commission in the devas-
tated areas. He died in Nice in 1919 at the age of 35. The fund was established 
in 1920 by Jackson's brothers and sister "for the purchase and maintenance of 
books, with the wish that preference should be given to those treating of social 
welfare and service, moral philosophy, civics, and like subjects." These were 
broad enough fields for Harvard to have acquired over the years a total of fifty-
one incunabula by the use of this fund, including Low German translations of 
the Imitatio Christi (Lubeck, the Poppy Printer, 1492-96; our only examples of 
the work of this printer); the very rare French translation of the same work 
(Paris, Jean Lambert, 1493); and the equally rare Spanish translation (Seville, 
Compafieros alemanes, 1496). 

FUND ESTABLISHED IN THE NAME OF BENNETT HUBBARD NASH 

After finishing at Harvard in the class of 18 56, Nash went on to study at the 
Theological Seminary in Andover, from which he graduated in 1860. He 
preached occasionally in various pulpits, but because of ill health he did not seek 
a permanent charge. In 1866 he was appointed instructor in Italian and Spanish 
at Harvard and in 1881 full professor. He continued in this capacity until 1894, 
when he resigned his academic connection to become trustee and attorney in the 
care and management of several estates and to pursue private study. He died in 
1906. A fund was established by his widow in 1925, "the net income thereof in 
each year to be used and applied in the purchase of such books for the library of 
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Harvard College in the interest of and for the use of the Departments of Spanish 
and Italian as in the judgment of them, the said President and Fellows, may seem 
most necessary and suitable." Over the years the Nash fund has made possible the 
purchase of thirty-five incunabula and a much larger number of works by 
Spanish and Italian authors oflater periods. It continues as an active memorial of 
the man in whose name it was set up. 

FUND ESTABLISHED IN THE NAME OF ANDREW PRESTON PEABODY 

Andrew Preston Peabody, H 1826, appears to have been the Mr. Chips of his 
generation at Harvard, universally loved and respected. He was also something 
of a prodigy: he was able to read at the age of three, and it was a matter of indif-
ference to him whether the book was right-side-up or upside-down. His memory 
throughout his life was phenomenal: when he was seven he was able to memorize 
a large part of the book of Genesis. His thirst for knowledge was extraordinary 
and his interests so broad that by the time he was twelve he was ready for admis-
sion to Harvard. He graduated at the age of fifteen, the youngest member of his 
class and, with a single exception, the youngest person up to that time ever to 
receive a degree from Harvard College. Three years later he entered the Divinity 
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School and in 1833 was called to the South Parish in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, where he remained for a quarter of a century. In 1852 he took over the 
editorship of the North American Review, at that time the foremost literary periodical 
in the country. In the same year he received an honorary D.D. from Harvard and 
in 1860 was called to be Preacher to the University and Plummer Professor of 
Christian Morals, an office he held for the next twenty-one years. It was during 
this period that his popularity and influence permeated the University to such a 
degree that one of his memorialists could write, "No college officer was ever the 
recipient of such wealth oflove from successive classes during so many years." 

A fund in Peabody's name was established by his daughter Caroline in 1933, 
"the income to be used for the purchase of books for the University Library." 
The fund has been used to buy several incunabula over the years: Guillaume 
Tardif, Basis grammaticae cum commento (Strassburg, Eggestein, ca. 1472/74); 
Albumasar, Introductorium in astronomiam (Augsburg, Ratdolt, 7 February 1489); 
and Julius Firmicus Maternus, De nativitatibus (Venice, Bevilaqua, 13 June 1497). 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY FRANK BREWER BEMIS 

Frank Brewer Bemis, a Boston investment broker, was one of the great 
American book collectors of the first third of the twentieth century. Rather than 
leaving his books to an institution, however, he directed that they be held in 
trust, to be sold after his death for the benefit of the Childrens' Hospital in 
Boston. Unfortunately, Bemis died at the depth of the Great Depression in 1935, 
not an ideal time for selling such books as a first folio of Shakespeare in the orig-
inal binding, a Poe collection that included Tamerlane, the first edition of 
Milton's Comus, the original manuscript of Keats's Lamia, and much more oflike 
quality. His collection was therefore turned over to A. S. W. Rosenbach on con-
signment. For its further history and gradual dispersal the reader is referred to 
George T. Goodspeed, "The Bemis Leavings," The Book Collector 28 (1979): 401-ro. 

Though not a Harvard graduate, Bemis left instructions that a fund be estab-
lished in his name from his residuary estate "for the purchase of books for the 
library, preferring that the books so purchased shall be of a character adapted to 
broadening interest in general literature rather than technical subjects." While 
only four incunabula have been purchased with the Bemis fund, nine of the 
works recorded under Bemis's name in the provenance index are represented in 
a single magnificent volume from his library that was purchased by W. K. 
Richardson and bequeathed to Harvard. This is the famous collective volume 
printed by Gunther Zainer in Augsburg and furnished with an inserted printed 
table of contents. The volume includes the first edition of the Imitatio Christi. 

FUNDS ESTABLISHED BY DR. AND MRS. WILLIAM INGLIS MORSE 

William Inglis Morse, born in Nova Scotia in 1874, received his education at 
Acadia University and later studied at the Episcopal Theological School in 
Cambridge. He was ordained a priest in the Episcopal Church in 1901 and acted 
as assistant at St. John's, Stamford, Connecticut, and as rector of the Church of 
the Incarnation, Lynn, Massachusetts, between 1902 and 1930. He then retired 
to devote himself to research in Canadian history and to collecting in that field. 
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While not a Harvard graduate, Morse became a good friend of the Library after 
he and his family moved to Cambridge, where in the late r93os he made the 
acquaintance of William A. Jackson, at that time in charge of the Treasure Room 
in the Widener Library and later the first Librarian of the Houghton Library. 
Leaming of Morse's interest in Canadiana, Jackson began informing him of 
important items, manuscript and printed, that turned up in dealers' catalogues, 
and a close relationship developed that lasted until Morse's death. In r 943, in 
recognition of his many gifts to the Harvard Library, he was named Honorary 
Curator of Canadian History and Literature. In the same year Mrs. Morse estab-
lished a fund in her husband's honor to be used for the purchase of Canadian 
material. In his will, Morse provided for a residuary bequest in memory of his 
wife, the income therefrom "to be used for the purchase of books and manu-
scripts for the Library of [Harvard] College." Morse strengthened the Harvard 
Canadiana collection enormously and in addition gave many first editions of 
scores by Mozart, Schubert, Brahms, the Strauss family, and other great musicians. 
We received only two incunabula from his own collection, Pseudo-Augustinus, 
Manuale (Strassburg, Printer of Henricus Ariminensis, ca. 1476), and the Spanish 
translation of Bartholomaeus Anglicus, De proprietatibus rerum (Toulouse, 
Johannes Parix, r8 September 1494), but many more have been purchased with 
the Susan A. E. Morse fund. 



Incunabula at Harvard 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY CARL TILDEN KELLER 

After graduating from Harvard in l 894 Carl Tilden Keller took a position with 
the young American Telephone & Telegraph Company and continued with its 
New England division for twenty years. He then decided on a career change and 
became a partner in the accounting firm of Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgomery, 
in which firm he remained until his retirement. Keller early became an ardent col-
lector of Miguel Cervantes and in his fiftieth anniversary class report ( l 944) could 
claim to have one of the largest collections of that author in the world, rivaled only 
by a few in Spain itself He gradually transferred ownership to Harvard, where it 
constitutes one of the great author collections in the Houghton Library. After his 
death in 1955 a fund was established under the provisions of Keller's will, the 
income of which he specified should be used "for the purchase and maintenance 
of books which in the opinion of the Director of the Harvard College Library 
have special value and which the University would not be in a position to acquire 
and maintain if there were no such fund." Among the incunabula acquired by use 
of the Keller fund are the Venice 14 71 edition of Cicero's De natura deorum and 
other works (the Gaignat-La Valliere copy); the Milan 1488 edition of Thomas 
Aquinas's Opuscula; and the ca. 1488/91 Memmingen edition of Johannes Fabri's 
Planctus ruinae ecclesiae, with its mixture of Latin and German verse. 
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FUND ESTABLISHED BY GEORGE LUTHER LINCOLN 

George Luther Lincoln had to withdraw from college for a year because of an 
eye injury that seriously affected his sight, so that he did not receive his A.B. until 
1896; but he always insisted that his name be kept on the rolls of the class of 189 5. 
After earning an M.A. in 1897, he accepted teaching posts in California and 
Kansas before returning to Harvard as an instructor in Romance languages in 
1905. He continued teaching at Harvard until a coronary thrombosis forced him 
to retire in 1939. Lincoln was widely travelled and on his frequent trips to Europe 
developed good relations with book dealers, who over the years helped him build 
up a substantial collection of French, Italian, and Spanish literature. After the 
opening of the Houghton Library in 1942, Lincoln became a good friend of 
William A. Jackson, the Librarian, who not infrequently turned to him for help 
in acquiring a book in which he knew Lincoln would be interested. On Lincoln's 
death in 196 3 his library was left to Harvard, and many of the rarer books came 
to Houghton, among them a couple of incunabula, the Historia Alexandri Magni 
(Strassburg, Printer of the 1483 Jordanus, 26 May 1494) and Jacobus de Voragine, 
Legenda aurea (Hagenau, Heinrich Gran, 1497). More importantly, Lincoln left 
instructions for setting up a substantial fund, "the income of which is to be used 
for the purchase of rare books and manuscripts and for other library purposes," 
which in recent years has been spent on "other library purposes." He also 
provided an endowment for the Harvard Library Bulletin. 



Incunabula at Harvard 

FUND ESTABLISHED BY HERMON DUNLAP SMITH 

In the 25th anniversary report of his class of 1921 Smith wrote: 

I have found a pleasant diversion in collecting books on early Middle W estem 
travel, and maps of the Great Lakes area. This started . . . when I picked up 
Morris Birkbeck's Notes on a journey in America, Dublin, 1818, in a second-hand 
bookshop. This was something like the drunkard's first taste of whiskey, and it 
has led me into both a lot of trouble and a lot of fun. 

Smith's business firm was Marsh & McLennan, Inc., the largest insurance 
brokerage firm in the world. He was the recipient of many honors and awards 
and was for a while President of the Newberry Library in Chicago and a trustee 
of the University of Chicago. He was also a member of the Harvard Board of 
Overseers and a member of the Harvard Library Visiting Committee. In this 
connection it may be of interest to point out that this system of committees 
appointed to visit and evaluate the various parts of the University goes back 
a long way. The one appointed to visit the Library in 1859 prefaced its report 
in terms the validity of which has not been diluted by the passage of more than 
a century: 

Important as are all the parts of this extensive and various outward apparatus of 
learning, the present condition of which the Committee were appointed to 
ascertain on the part of the Overseers, the chief interest centres in the priceless 
collection in Gore Hall, the general Library of the University. The earliest library 
in the country, coeval with the Commonwealth, and as yet hardly surpassed in 
size by any other in the United States, it consecrates the University to the cause 
ofleaming far beyond all other influences. It is the most valuable of her outward 
possessions, and the immediate nutriment of her inward life. All other influences 
are affected by this, the sun of the system. 

A fund in Smith's name was established in 1984, the income to be used for the 
purchase of books and maps for the Houghton Library. Four incunabula have so 
far been purchased with it, including a volume bought to replace one lost in the 
fire of 1764. 
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