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Format of the Handlist 

T his handlist is organized by libraries, and within the cat-
egory for each.library manusc. ripts are designated by. she.'lf-
marks. In the case of Houghton manuscripts, the shelfmarks 
are sometimes descriptive, as in the case of codices ,vith 

Rng or Lat designations; in other instances, the shclfmark designates 
the collection, as Richardson for the \Villiam King Richardson Library, 
and '.(yp for a manuscript from the collection of the Department of 
Printing and Craphic Arts . .\fanuscripts in the Library of the I lar-
vard Law School arc designated by the numbers in the De Ricci 
Census of Medieval and Renaissance ,Hanuscripts in the United States and 
Canada . .\fanuscripts in Countway Library arc designated by the 
numbers used in the Ballard Catalogue of the Mediei:al and Renaissance 
Jlanuscripts and Incunabula in the Boston 1vfedical Library. i1·idener is the 
shelfmark used for the single manuscript containing .\liddle English 
from the I larry Elkins Widener Collection, housed in the Library of 
the same name. 

Following the manuscript number are references to relevant pub-
lished descriptions of the codex. The references begin with Census or 
Census Supplement citation and then list other catalogues with the most 
recent first. References, cited in short forms, such as Census, Census 
Sup., Ballard, arc given in full in Abbreviations and Bibliography. 
These citations arc followed by a summary description of noteworthy 
physical characteristics of the manuscript: number of leaves, whether 
paper or parchment; dimensions; presence of illustration and/or dec-
oration; description of hands by the nomenclature of .\:1. B. Parkes 
(except for Law manuscripts where the term Chancery hand is used); 
date (in the case of Houghton and Countwav codices as identified bv -
A. I. Doyle); scribc(s) if named or identifiable; and brief description 
of non-English texts in the manuscript. The aim is to provide the 
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14 . Hid die h'nglish in I I area rd . tfanuscripts 

reader \\'ith a sense of the contexts of these early vernacular writings 
as ,veil as with a knowledge of the texts. 

Item numbers ,vithin each manuscript entry designate \ liddlc 
English texts only and do not take into account contents in other 
languages. The numbers, within square brackets, are separately des-
ignated P for prose and V for verse. Items which are clearly later 
additions to the manuscript, as in the case of flyleaf recipes, are 
preceded by an asterisk, for example, *[PIJ. If a manuscript contains 
a single item, that text is numbered [\' 1] or [Pl J. In some instances, 
prologues (such as the prologues to the Rolle Psalter with \\'ycliffite 
material in :\lS RICHARDSON 36) ha\'C independent textual interest. 
In those cases (\1SS ENG 530, 766, 1054, and .\1SS RICHARDSON 3, 
35, 36, 44), the prologue is designated [PL\] and text [Pl B]. Follow-
ing the text number, the opening and closing lines of the text arc 
given. In the case of verse, entries arc usually given as opening qua-
trains and concluding couplets. In the case of prose, the guidelines 
of the Index of .\Iiddle English Prose are followed, that is to say, fifty 
continuous words from the beginning of the text are given and at least 
twenty concluding words. The exception to this practice is the case 
of numerous medical recipes, for which fewer words arc given. The 
transcription is verbatim, including the letter forms for the thorn and 
yogh, with contractions and suspensions expanded and italicized. 
\Ianuscript punctuation and capitalization are not given, except in 
the case of the capitalization of names and the first person singular 
pronoun, nor is modern punctuation and capitalization supplied 
except for the convention of capitalizing the initial letter of the open-
ing word. Square brackets in the text indicate damage to the manu-
script. 

Following the incipits and explicits, the text is identified, first by 
the manuscript designation (from rubric, colophon, running title, 
and/or tabula) followed by the published modern title if that differs. 
In the case of prose, the standard edition is cited if the text has been 
published, as arc other major authorities, such as the Jolliffe Check-
/,ist, and those sources that specifically discuss this manuscript version 
of the text. In the case of verse, the Index of Middle fazglish Verse (IA1!:Y 
and //H/:'V Sup.) number is given, and supplemented where necessary. 
Cross references arc given to authoritative bibliographical accounts if 
they exist, and to other manuscripts of the same \vork, where known, 
if bibliographical accounts are lacking. The cross references are pri-
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marily for prose entries and should not be considered exhaustive. For 
those manuscripts consisting of booklets that were originally separate, 
as in the case of medical and legal manuscripts, the date of the 
manuscript cited in the summary description is inclusive. For those 
manuscripts, dates for the particular text entries are given as vvell. 
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Houghton Library 

.\1S Eng 515, f. 8v (page: 182 x 115; written space: 134 X 80). 
Prick of Conscience. Painted initial with pcnwork flourishing. 
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