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Contemporary Broadside Editions of
the Declaration of Independence

ECENTLY, through the gencrosity of Carleton R. Rich-
y mond, ‘og, the Harvard College Library was enabled to
acquire a copy of the first edition of the Declaration of

| & Independence, printed as a broadside by John Dunlap in
Philadclplm the night of 4 July or early on 5 July 1776, There would
presumably be general agreement that chis broadside constitutes the
oSt nnpouant single printed document in our national annals. Te
was inscrted in the ‘rough’ Journal of the Congress on 5 July 1776,
in a spacc left blank by the Secretary, Charles Thomson. Ag a result, it
supplicd the text for the longhand copy of the Declaration in the
‘smooth’ Journal of the Congress, and that for the famous engrossed
vellum copy signed by the delegates. It was the form of the Declara-
tion disseminated to the new-born ‘states’ by order of the Congress,
thercby becoming the basis for later printings in newspapers, broad-
sides, and books. It stands as the first official version of the Declaration,
as well as its first appearance in print.

The preseut article 1s concerned with the bibliography of the con-
temporary broadside editions of the Declaration, all deriving ulti-
mately from this firsc edition of Dunlap’s, and hastily printed on single
shects of paper to convey the great news to the people as quickly as
possible. Previous bibliographical listings of the Declaration broadsides
have been made by Paul Leicester Ford in Sowe Materials for a Bibli-
ography of the Official Publications of the Continental Cougress
(Brooklyn, 1888); I. Ninis Hays, A Contribution to the Bibliography
of the Declaration of Independence (Philadelphia, 1900); Journals of
the Conitnental Congress, 1774—-1789, edited by Worthington Chaun-
cey Ford (Washington, 19o6), Vol. VI; and Charles Evans, Anzerican
Bibliography (Chicago, 1909), Vol. V. It is interesting to notc that
cach in his turn was ablc to increase the number of known editions ar
variants of editions, I, L. IFord listed five, Hays listed eight, W. C.
Ford listed ten, and Evans listed eleven. Enough additional informa-
tion has been found to warrant the present bibliographical effort, in
which nineteen different editions or variants of editions are recorded,
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begmning with the first Dunlap edition and mncluding the ‘“autheu-
ticated’ copy printed at Baltimore early in 1777.

Much has been written on the evolution and history of the Declara-
tion, including standard works by John I1. Hazclton,” Carl Becker,?
and Julian P. Boyd.® In brief, the following were the important steps
lcading up to the first printing of the Declaration.?

In the Continental Congress on 7 Junc 1776, Richard Henry Lec
of Virginia offered the following: ‘Resolved, that these Umited Col-
onies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent Statcs, that
they arc absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that
all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain
is, and ought to be totally dissolved.’

Consideration of the resolution was postponed until the 8ih of
Tune. Tt was referred to the commiteee of the whole for discussion on
the 1oth, oun which datc there was adopted the following resolution:
‘Resolved, that the consideration of the first resolution he postponed
to this day three weeks [July 1], and in the mean while that no time
be lost in case the Congress agree thereto, that a committee be appointed
to prepare a declaration to the effect of the said first resolution,’

The next day, June 1:th, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin
Franklm, Roger Shcrman and Robert R. Livingston were chosen to
prepare the Dcclalan on.’

On June 28th, the Committee brought in a draft of ‘A Declaration
by the Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
Assembled.” Jefferson had been given the task of composing the
Declaration and the draft presented by the Committee was his, with
the exception of a few changes suggested by Adams and Franklin,

I)uring the debate that followed futther changes were made, the
most mportant being the deletion of the paragraph on the restriction
of the slave trade. '

Finally, on July 4th, the Congress acting as a committce of the
whele approved the Declaration as amended. The document then
being read again, it was agreed to unanimously by all of the delegates,

1The Declaration of Independence: Its Ilistory {New York, 1g06).

*T'he Declaration of Independence. A Study in the Hisiory of Political Ideas
{New York, 1922).

*The Declaration of Independence, the Evolution of the Text (Washington,
1943).

‘Based on the Journal of the Congress, as printed in Hazelton, The Declaration
of Independence, pp. 109, 118, 120, 170-171,
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AtTTesT. | ; s .
CHARLES THOMSON, SccreTanr. &

i h A Cooat A2 i 3
Pritoneu=nwia: VossTep -5y ],,l," t'lu';-;“-, : T 2

PrLate I
THFE FIRST ERITION OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
' {No. 1; Harvard copy’)
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Broadside Editions of the Declaration of Independence 33

save those from New York, who had no power to act. It was there-
upon ‘Ordered That the declaration be authenticated & printed. That
the committee appointed to prepare the declaration superintend &
correct the press. Thar copics of the declaration be sent to the scveral
assemblies, conventions & committces or councils of safety and to the
several commanding officers of the continental troops that it be pro-
claimed in each of the united states ang at the head of the army.’

In obedience to this order the manuscript was given to John Dunlap
and the broadside was printed and rcady for distribution the next
day, July sth. It is known that on that day ITancock sént a copy to
the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, a copy to the Convention
of New Jersey, and 2 copy to Colonel Hasler. John Adams sent a
copy, and Gerry two copies, to friends.’

The dissemination of this first printing of the Declaration stirred
into action printers from Williamsburg, Virginia, to Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, Besides the nineteen editions or variants of editions
in broadside form now known, the Declaration was printed in at least
twenty-nine newspapers during July. Its first newspaper appearance
was in the Pennsylvania Evening Post of July 6th,° a copy of which
has recently been added to the Harvard Library.,

" Haeclton, Declaration of Independence, p. 476.

® Dr Clarence S. Brigham has generously allowed the writer to use the folloumg
list of newspaper printings of the Declaration, the result of a complete check by
him of all existing American newspapers of the period:

July 6 Philadelphia, Pestnsylvania Evening Post
Julyr 8  Philadelphia, Dunlap’s Pennsylvania Packei
July ¢ Philadelphia, Pennsylvanischer Staatsbote
July o Baltimore, Duniap’s Maryland Gazeite

July 10 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Gazetze

July 10 Philadelphia, Penusyfvania Journal

July 10 Baltimore, Afaryland Journal

Iuly 10 New Yorl, Constitutional Gazette

July 11 New York Packet

July 11 New York Journal

July 11 Annapolis, Afaryfand Gazetie

July 12 New London, Connecticit Gazette

July 13 DPhiladelphia, Pennsyivania Ledger

July 13 Providence Gazeite

July 15 New Fork Gazette

July 15 Hardford, Connecticur Convant

July 15 Norwich Packet

July 16 Txeter, New Huonpshire Gazette, Extraordinary
July 16 Salem, Awmerican Gazette

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume Ill, Number 1 (Winter
1949)
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The first publication of the Declaration in a ook was apparcntl)f
in The Genine Principles of the Ancient Saxon, or English Constitit-
tion, Carefully Collected frow the Best Authorities; with Sowe Qbser-
vations, on Their Peculiar Fitness for the United Colouies in General,
and Pemnsylvania in Particular, By Denropbilus (Philadelphia, Primted
and Sold by Robert Bell, in Third-Street: MDCCLXXVI), a copy of
which is at Harvard.

Harvard also posscsscs the original letter (Plate 1) written by john
Hancock to Major General Artcmas Ward, dated Philadelphia, 6 July
1776, transmitting 4 copy of the Declaration broadside, with the re-
quest ‘that you will have it proclaimed at the Head of the Troops
under your Command in the Way you shall think most proper.” Gen-
cral Ward was the first American Major General and was then in com-
mand of the Massachusctts troops.

Hazclton’s exhavstive rescarch has shown that besides the copics
alrcady mecnuoned as having been sent (with covering letters) on
July sth, Hancock sent letters and cepics on July 6th to General Wash-
ington, the Convention of New York, the Assembly of Massachusetts,
the Assembly of New ITampshire, Governor Trumbull of Connecti-
cut, and Governor Cooke of Rhode Island, and on July 8th to Mary-
land and Virginia.” \

The following bibliographical list of the separate contemporary
broadsides is as nearly in the order of their probable appearance as can
be estimated, the order correlating ronghly with geographical distances
from Philadelphia. Unless otherwise stated, the broadsides are printed
in single columns, The transcriptions have been designed to provide
adequate dats, in conjunction with the accompanying comments, for
distinguishing the various editions or variants of cditions. Line endings

Tuly 17 Worcester, Massachusetis Spy
Tuly 17 New Haven, Connecticut Journal
Tuly 18 Boston, Continental Journal
Tuly 18 Boston, New Eagland Chranicle
July 18 Neavport Mercury, Extraordinary
July 19 Newburyport, Essex [fournal
Tuly 190 Willlamsbhurg, Virgizia Gazerte [Purdie] (extracts only of the Declara-
tion)
July 20 Williamsburg, Virginia Gazette [Dixon and Hunter]
" July 20 Poresmouth, Freewan’s Journal
July 22 Watcrtown. Boston Gazette
July 26 Williamsburg, Virginia Gazette [Purdic].
"Hazelton, Declaration of Independence, pp. 240, 550 (note 39),
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Broadside Editions of the Declaration of Independence 35

have been indicated and the punctuation carefully followed. On the
other hand, an claborate reproduction of type sizes, fonts, and capital-
ization has not been attempted, as serving no useful purpose and as
affording opportunity for the introduction of potentially confusing
typographical errors. In consequence, some standardization n the
capitalizing of initial letters has been necessary.

I.

In Conpress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Representatives of the
/ United States of America, / In Genceral Congress assembled, /... . ..
/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John ITancock, President, /
Atteat / Charles Thomson, Secretary. / {rule] / Philadelphia: Printed by
John Dunlap.

Evans 135155, The first printing of the Declzration of Independence. Reproduced
in Plate I; and ia The Declaraiion of I?zdepe»dmce, Its History, by John H. Hazelton
(New York, 1906), opposite p. 170; in A History of the United States and Its Peaple,
by Elroy McKendree Avery (Cleveland, Ohto, 19o4-10), V, 395; in The Declaration
of Independence, the Evolution of the Text, by Julian P, Boyd (Washingtan, 1943);
and in One Hundred Influential American Books (New York, The Gralicr Clob,

1947)- ,
14 copics: Am, Phil, Sec,; Lib. of Cong. {(three copics, one imperfect}; Henry N,
Flynt; Roherts [arrison; Harv.; Mass, Flist. Soc.; N, Y. Hist. Soc.; N. Y. Pub. Lib.;

Hist. Soc. of Penn.; Public Record Office, London; Lib. of the late John H. Scheide;
Yale.

2.

In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Representatives of the /
United States of America, / In General Congress assembled. / ... ...
/ Signed by QOrder and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
Attest. / Charles Thomson, Sceretary. / [rule] / Printed by John Dunlap.

Evans 15156, Reproduced in Procecdings of the Awnwerican Philosopbical Society,
AXXIX (1900), opposite p. 72, and in the reprint thereirom, 4 Coniribution to the
Bibliography of the Declaration of Independence, by 1. Minis Hays (Philadelphia,
1003).,

1 copy: Am, Phil, Soe, (printed an vellom).

3
White-Plains, July, 9 1776. / In Convention of the Representatives of che
State of New-York. / Resolved Unanimously, That the Reasons assigned by
the Continental Congress, for declaring / the United Colonics Free and
Independent Statcs, are cogent and conclusive, and that / while we lament the
crucl Necessity which has rendered that Mcasure unavoidable, we approve the
same, and / will at the Risque of our Lives and Fortunes, join with the other
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Colonies in supporting it. / Resolved, That 2 Copy of the said Dcclaration
and the afercgoing Resolution be sent ta the Chairman / of the Committee of
the County of Westchester, with Ordcrs to publish the same with Beat of
Drum, at this / Place, on Thursday next, and to pive Directions that it be
published with all convenient Speed in the several / Districts within- che said
County. — And that Copies thereof be forthwith transmitted to the other
County /.Committees within the State of New-York, with Orders to cause
the same to be published in the several / Districts of their respective Countics.
Iixtrace from the Minutes, / Robert Benson, Sccreiary. / [line of type orna-
meots] / In Congress, July 4, 1776, / A Declaration / by the / Represencatives /
of the / United States / of / Amecrica, / In General Congress Assembled. /
e« « - -/ Signed by order and in behalf of the Congress, / Johu Hancock,
President. / Attest. / Charles Thomson, Secretary. / [line of type arnaments]
/ New-York: Printed by John Holt, in Water-Street.

Evans 15138, Two colunins, within border of type ornaments, and with line of
type ornaments betwween the columns. Printed surface, including border, measures
10% X 10% In. It is probable that Evans had not scen a copy. Although his wording
is correct, the punctuation and capitalization differ in some places,

The Huntington copy was bought at an American Art Association sale 17 Febru-
ary 1920 for $810.00. The cataloguer stated that it was at that time the only known
copy. It is reproduced in I. N. Phelps Stokes, T'he Iconography of Manbatian Istand
(New York, 1915-28), IV, pl. 46, opposite p. ¢28.

Hazelton's Declaration of Independence, p. 491, describes a Declaration broadside
printed by John Halt which in 1904 was te be found in the New York State Library,
While the Resolution of July oth is not mentioned in the description, it is possible
that the person whe sent the information to Hazelton did not think the Resolution
was of sufficient bibliographical impaortance to copy it. Without the Resolution, the
fine endings, capitalization, and punctuation agree with the above, It is now known
that the copy in question was destroyed in the fire at the State Capiinl in 19171,

2 copies; Henry L. Huut'iugtou Lib.; N. Y. Pub. Lib.

4.
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Dcclaration / By the Representatives of the /
United States of Amecrica, / In General Congress assembled. /.0 00 .. /
Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancack, President. /
Attest. / Charles Thomson, Secretary, / [rule] / New-York: Printed by Hugh
Gaine, in Hanover-Square.

Not in Evans. According ro Hazeltan {p. §66) there was a copy in the Public

Record Office, London, in 1905. The Record Office now says, however, that they

do not have chis edition, but do have No. 1 oo this list, On 22 March 1938 the copy

deseribed was sold at auction at the Aancrican Art Assoclation Anderson Gallerics,

and was purchased by the late Gabriel Wells, New York boaliseller, for Mr Tucius

Wilmerding, Mr Wilmerding recently presented it to the New York Historical

‘ Saciety. It has been reproduced in the New-York Historical Svciery Quarterly,

XXXII (1948), 220,
1 copy: N. Y. ITist. Soc,
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5.
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration by the Representatives of the
United States of America, in / General Congress Assembled. / ., ... ..

/ Sipned by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
Attest. Charles Thomson, Sec’ry.

Previously unrecorded, No imprint, Two columns, with o lines in the first,

1 copy: N. Y. Hist. Soc.

6.
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Representatives of the /
United States of America, / In General Congress Assembled. /.. ..., /

Signed by Order and in Bebalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
attest. / Charles Thomson, Secretary,

Previously uncecorded. No imprint. T'wo columms, with 65 lines in the first. The
copy described was recently found in an old house near Kingston, N. Y, As there
are no records for printing in Jishkill until late in 1776, or in Poughkecpsie and
Kingston until 1777, it is highly improbable that the Lroadside was printed in one
of these places,

1 copy: Mrs Joseph Carson.

7.
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Representatives of the /
United States of America, / In General Congress asserbled. /.. . . .. / Signed

by Order, and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. / attest. /
Charles Thomson, Scerctary. / [rule] / Newnport, June i3, 1776: Printed by
3. Southwick.

Lvans 15:59. The first of two Newport editions, containing an error in the pub-
lication line, where ‘June’ is printed instcad of ‘july.’ Reproduced in Plare I1IL

6 copies: Am, Ant. Soc. (imperfect); John Carter Brown Lib,; Iarvy,; ldist, Soe. of
Peon.g R, I. Hist, Soc,; Rosenbach Co,

8, .
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Representatives of the /
United States of America, / In General Congress assembled. /... ... ¥4

Sipned &y Order, and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
attest. / Charles Thomson, Secretary. / [followed by thc State resolution
approving the Declaration and authorizing the publishing and rcading of it
printed in two columns} A true copy: / Witness Henry Ward, Sec’ry. / |
[rule] / Newport, Printed by S. Southwick., A true copy. witness / [signature
of] Henry Ward Secr’y

Evans 15160, The sccond Newport and the ‘official’ Rhode Island edition. Repro-
duccd in the Library of Congress Quarterly Journal of Current Acquisitions, V, 3

{May, 1948), opposite p. 64.
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7 copies: John Carter Brown Lib.; Lib. of Cong.; Harv.; Eric P, Newman, Attorney;
R. 1. Hist. Soc.; Rosenbach Co.; Wis. Hist. Soc.

0.

In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Decclaration / By the Representatives of the /
United States of America, / In General Congress assembled. /. ... ..
/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
Attest. / Charles Thompson, Secretary. [Boston, Printed by John Gill, and
Powars and Willis, in Queen-Strect, 1776.]

Evans 15162. Not in Worthington C. Ford, Broadsides, Ballads &e. Published in
Massachusetts 1639-1800 (Boston, 1922}, No imprint. Tswwa columns, with 68 lincs
in the first. Reproduced in W. C. Bryant and 8. H. Gay, 4 Pepular History of the
United States {(New York, 1876-81), 111, 48z.

5 copies: Lib. of Cong.; Essex Inst; Harv.; Mass, Hist. Soc.; Yale.

. 10.
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Decclaration / By the Representatives of the /
United States of America, / In General Congress assembled, /. ... ..

/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
Attest. / Charles Thompson, Secretary. / [rule] / America: Boston, Printed
by John Gill, and Powars and Willis, in Queen-Street,

Lvans 15161. Ford, Mass. Broadsides, 1954. Two columns, Reproduced in Justin
Winsot, Narrative and Critical History of Anerica {Boston, 1884-89), VI, 267. This
is a second issue of No. ¢, with the ‘rule’ and imprint added. Additional spacing has
been allowed between the lincs of the heading, and an ceror in the word ‘Declare’
in the last paragraph has been corrccted, but otherwise there were no substantial
changes.

3 copies: Bost. Pub. Lib,; Bostonian Soc.; Mass, Hist, Soc.

i1,

In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Representatives of the
/ United Statcs of America, / In General Congress assembled. /... ...
/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
Attest. / Charles Thomson, Sccretary.

Previously unrecorded, No imprint. Two columns, with a line of 65 type arna-
ments between.

1 copy: Bos. Pub. Lib.

: T2
In / Congress, / July 4, 1776. / A / Declaration / by the / Representatives / of
the / United States of America, / In General Congress assembled. /. . . . .

/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
Attest, / Charles Thompson, Secretary. [Salem, Printed by E. Russell (?)]

Tvans 15164. Ford, AMass. Broadsides, 1953. Nov imprint. Four columns. The
arrangement of the heading and the similarity of type would suggest that this was
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printed at Salem by E. Russell previous to the ‘official’ Massachusetts edition which
follows. Reproduced in Plate 1V.

2 copics: Issex Inst.; Harv.®

13.
In / Congress, / July 4, 1976. / A Declaration / by the / Representatives / of
the / United States of America, / In General Congress assembled. /. ... ..
/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. /
Attest, Charles Thompsoen, Secretary. / In Council, July 17th, 1776, / Ordered,
That the Declaration of Independence be printed; [etc., § lines] / In the Name,
and by Order of the Council, R. Derby, Jun. President. / A true Copy Artvest,
John Avery, Dep. Sec'y. / [rule] / Salem, Massachuscits-Bay: Printed by E,
Russell, by Order of Authority.

LEvans 15163. Tord, Afass. Broadsides, 1955. The ‘official’ Massachusetts edition.
Reproduced in the Alanth at Goodspeed’s, VI, 4 (December, 1936), 109, and X1,

¢ (June, 1942}, 274.
11 copies: Am, Ant. Sue.; W, L. Clements Lib.; Lib, of Cong.: Iissex Inst.; Harv.;

Henry E. Huntington Lib.; Mass. Hist. Sac.; Willlam G. Mather; N. Y. Pub. Lib;
Rosenbach Co.; Yale.

14.
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / Declaration, / By the Representatives of the /
United States of America, / In General Congress Assembled. / .. .. ..

/ Signed by Order and jn Behalf of the Congress, / John Hacock. President. /
Attest. / Charles Thompson, Scerctary,

Fard, Mass, Broadsides, 1952, Not in Evans. No imprint. Two columus, with 58
lines in the first,

With the American Antiquarian Society copy is a letter from the donor, Simon
Greenleaf, dated 1822, who states that, ‘It was posted up in Newburyport, and after-
wards preserved by my grandfather, the late Hon, Jonathan Greealeaf, who gave it
to me.) Trom this it has been suggested that the broadside may have becn printed
in Newburypoet, However, Frederick IR, Goff in 2 detailed study of the Library
of Congress variant deseribed helow (No, 15) and published in the Library of Con-
gress Quearterly Jonrnal of Current dAcquisitions, V, 1 (November, 1047), 12—16, gives
it as his opinion that evidence regarding the place of printing would seem to point to -
Exeter.

2 copies: Am. Ant. Suc. {inperfect at the top); Yale.

15,
In Congress, July 4. 1776, / Declaration, / By the Representatives of the /
United States of America, / In General Congress Assembled. / . .. ...

/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock President. /
Attest. / Charles Thompson, Sceretary.

*The Flarvard copy was recently purchased through a generous gift for the pur-
posc made by Stephen W. Phillips, 'gs, of Salem.
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Not in Evans or Ford, Aass. Breadsides. No imprint. Two columns, with §8 lines
in the first.

This is a later printing of No. 14 with the missing letter ‘a’ inserted in ‘I1ancock’
and with the last three lines reset. Reproduced in the Libvary of Congress Quarterly
Journal of Current Aecquisitions, V, 1 {(November, 1947}, opposite p. 1. '

3 copics: Am. Ant. Soc.; Lib. of Cong.; N. H. Hist. Soc. Another copy is reported
as having been sold in 1925 by 1. N. Phelps Stokes to Lathrop C. Harper. It was
afterwards in the possession of A. S.W. Rosenbach. Its present location 1s unknown.
A photostat of this copy in the library of the American Antiquarian Society shows
that in its printing the word ‘which’ at the end of the first line in the second column

dropped out,

16.

In Congress, July 4, 1776. Dcélaration, by the Representatives of the United
States of America, In General Congress Assembled . . . . Signed by Order
and in Behalf of the Congress John Iancock, President.

Not in Evans or Ford, Mass, Broadsides. Title from the Jibbie Auction Catalogue
of 19-21 May 1903, lot 72, Describied as ‘2 pages, double folio, Wide margins un-
trimmed, slightly injured, but repaired and backed; and very suvitable to head a
collection of Signers. An excessively rare Broadside, being a printed copy of the
Declaration, issued by the Congress and sent to the several Colonics to be Communi-
cated to the General Public.’

If actuall}r in two pages, this would be a hroadsheet rather than a broadstde, but
the writer feels it still would belong in this list.

No copy located.

17.
[Copper-plate engraved, oval portrait of John Hancock, framed by crossed
palms and surmonted by a liberty cap, from which sun rays extend. ]
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration by the Representatives of the
United States / of America, in General Congress assembled, /. ... ..
/ Signed by order, and in behall of the Congress, / Attest, C, Thomson,
Sceretary.  John Hancock, Presideat.

Previously unrecorded. No imprint. Twao columns, with 58 lines in the first,
and a double rule between,

Sabin, No. 17516, mentions this broadside in his listing of the John Carter Brown
file of the Crisis, an English weekly published in J.ondon during 1775 and 1976, The
paper was severe in its attacks on the government and sided strongly with the Ameti-
can colonies. For a description and collation see Paul Leicester Ford “The Crists,’
The Dibliographer, 1 (1902), 130—-152.

The text of the Declaration was printed in Na, 8 of the Crisis, 24 Angnst 1746,
and it is probable that the separately printed broadside bound with the John Carter
Rrown file was issned at about the sasme time. Inquiries to Iibraries in this conntry
and England owning files of the Cyrisis have not resulted in the location of other
copies of the broadside.

There is more than slight evidence to favor London as the place of printing. The
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Hancock portrait is after a mezzotint published in London in October 14752 The
use of the liberty cap and the crossed palms suggest English printing rather thano
American, and the type used is a standard English font of the period, which re-
sernbles that used in the Crisss,

t copy: John Carter Brown Lib.

18.

In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Decclaration by the Representatives of the
Unitcd States / of Amcrica, in Gencral Congress assembled. /... ...
/ Signed by order, and in behalf of the Congress, / Attest, C. Thomson,
Secretary. John Hancock, President,

Evans 15157, No imprint. Two columns, with 58 lines in the first, and a double
rule between.

Printed without the Hancock portrait, bur from the same type as No. 17, and
therefore possibly printed in England. The thought naturally occurs that the portrait
could have been trimmed off. There is, however, sufficient blank space at the top
to show that the portrait was not printed with this edition. In No. 17 the portrait-
is printed very close vo the texe and the lower edge of the plate mark runs through
the first line. In the prescat broadside there is no plate mark.

1 copy: Free Lib. of Phil

10,
In Congress, July 4, 1776. / The Unanimous / Declaration / of the / Thirteen
United States of America. /.. . ... / John Hancock, / [follows the list of

signcrs from the various seates, in four columns] / In Congress, January 18,
1777. / ordered, / That an authenticated Copy of the Declaration of Indepen-
dency, with the Names of the Members of Congress, subscribing the same, be
sent to each / of the United States, and that they be desired to have the same
put en Record. / By Order of Congress, / John Idancack, President. / [rule] /
Baltimore, in Maryland: Printed by Mary Katharine Goddard.

Evans 15650. The Declaration is printed in two columns. The title was changed
to ‘The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America.” This
is the first edition to contain the names of the signers. The copy in the Massachusctts
Archives, the only one examined, is signed by Hancock. A reproduction of the
Library of Congress copy appears facing page 284 of Hazelvon’s Declaration of In-
dependence, and shows that Hancock also signed that copy. '

o copies: Lib. of Cong.; Conn, Statc Lib.; Library of the late John W. Gacrett; Md,
Hall of Records; Md. Ilist. Soc.; Mass. Archives; N, Y, Pub, Lib.; Lib, Co, of Phila,;
R. 1. Archives. '

The foregoing list includes four broadsides pfevinnsly unrecorded:
Nos. 5, 6, 11, 17. The eight broadsides not recorded m Evans (whose

*The Hmuupton L. Carson Collection of Engraved Portraits of Stgners of the
Declaration of Imdependence . .. Catalogue Compiled . .. by Stan V. Henkels
(Catalogue No. go6, Pc. III; Philadelphia, 1904), lot 3189,
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total of cleven had been the previous highest assemblage) are Nos.
4, 5,6, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17.

Copics of the various editions or variants are on the whole scarce.
Our of a total of 71 located copies {43 recorded), three entries account
for almost half: No. 1 with 14 copies, No. 13 with 11 copies, and
No. 19 with 9. Of the remaining entries, 1 shows no located copy,
7 show 1 only, 3 show 2, and 2 show 3. The following table gives the
order of the entries based on the number of located copics:

Engry Copies
e R R N B S e 14
T s A 1t
Gt S R 9
T T u I —— ’
B s R o R O
9 ------------- d * = = g r " wrewvr = 5
1§ » S 3
e 3
¢ R R R TS RS S et N 2
P o chn s L s e s e e gy 2
B s s e R R S S 2
o A e b et S I
T T I
 mt et e ANy N e R I
¢ {
3 {
e N L e Y R I
L X
B s O e R B S S T e TS (o)

. The largest pumber of cditions or variants are held by Harvard and
the Library of Congress, with 6 cach (Harvard: Nos. 1,7, 8, 9, 12, 13;
Library of Congress: Nos. 1, 8, 9, 13, 15, 19). Four each are held by
the American Antiquarian Society (Nos. 7, 13, 14, 15); Massachusetts
Historical Society (Nos. 1, 9, 10, 13); New York Public Library
(Nos. 1, 3, 13, 19); and Yale (Nos. 1, 9, 13, 14). Thereafter follow
4 boldings of 3 cach, 5 of 2 cach, and 19 of 1 each, making a total of
3¢ holdings covering 71 copics {the Library of Congress owning three
copies of No. 1). '

Of the 19 entries, there arc 9 for which no published reproductions
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have been noted. Of these, No, 7 and No. 12 are here reproduced, in
Plates I1I and 1V, lecaving Nas. 5, 6, 11, 14, 16, 17, and 18 apparently
not reproduced. Photostats or facsimiles of all entrics cxcept No. 16
(for which no copy is now known) are available for cansultation in
the Harvard Library.

Micuasy J. WavLs
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