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Conte111porary Broadside Editions of 
the Declaration of Independence 

ECENTL Y, through the generosity of Carleton R. Rich-
n1ond~ '09., the I-J:irvard College Library \Vas enab]ed to 
acquire a copy of the first edition of the Declaration of 
Independence, pdnted as a broadside by John Dunlap in 

Philade]phia the night of 4 Ju1y or early on 5 July 1776. '°There ,vould 
presun1abl)T be general agrcc111cnt that this broadside constitutes the 
n1ost in1portat1t single printed d~curncnt in our national ::1n11als~ It 
,vas inserted in the 'rough, Journal of the Congress on 5 July r 77 6,, 
inn space left blank by· the Secretary-: Chur}cs Tho1nson. As a result, it 
supplied the text for the Jonghand copy of the Declaration jn the 
'sn1ooth, Journal of the Congress., and that for the fan1ous engrossed 
vellum copy signed by the delegates .. It ,vas the forn1 of the Dcclarn~ 
tion disscn1inated to the nc,v~born ,:states' by order of the Congress, 
thereby becon1ing the basjs for la tcr printings jn ne\v.spa per.s, broad-
sides, and books .. It stands as the first officirtl version of the Declaration, 
as ,vcll as its first appearance in print. 

The present article is concerned ,vith the bibliography of the con-
te n1 po ra r y broadside editions of th c Dec Iara tio n'l all d crj v j ng u 1 ti-
n1 a tel y fron1 this fir.st edition of Dnnlap'.s) and hastily· printed on single 
sheets of paper to convey· the great nc,vs to the people as quicldy as 
possih1e+ Previous bibJiographical listings of the Declaration broadsides 
have been made by Paul J ,..eicester Ford in S01ue 1l1aterials for n Bi bli-
o wnjJby of the Official PubJicatious of tbe Conthzeutcrl Cougress 
(Broo1dyn., 1888); I. fvlinis Hays, A Contribution to tbe Bibliogrnpby 
of tbe Dec/(1rntioll of l·nd epe11dence (Philadelphia, f 900) ; J ourunls of 
the Coutinental Congress., 1774-1789, edited by '''orthington Chaun-
.cey Ford ('\ 7ashington., 1906), \l o1. , 11; and Charles Evnns, A1nerica11 
Bibliography (Chicago, 1909) \T ol. \T. It is jnteresting to note that' 
each in his turn ,vas able to increase the nun1hcr of kno,vn editions or 
variants of editions. P. l~. Ford listed· fivci I-Jays listed eight, ,,,. C. 
Ford listed ten, and Evans listed eleven. Enough additional informa-
tion has been found to ,varrant the present bibliographical effort, in 
'\vhich nineteen different editions or variants of editions arc recorded, 
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hegJnning ,vith the first Dunlap edition and inc]uding the 'authen-
ticated' copy· printe~ at Baltin1ore early jn 1777. 

7Vluch hgs been '\Vritten on the evolution and history· of the Declara~ 
tion~ including 5tandard ,vorks by John 1-1. I-lazclton/ Carl Bcckcr, 2 

and Julian P. Boy·d;~ In brief., the follo\ving ,vere the important steps 
leading up to the first printing of the Declaration+.j 

In the Continental Congress on 7 June 1776, llichard Henry Lee 
of Virginia offered the follo\ving: 1H .. esoived, that these Uuited Col~ 
onics are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that 
they arc absolved f ron1 all alJ egiance to the llrjtish Cro,vn, -and that 
nll political connection benveen them and the State of Great Britain 
is, and ought to be totally dissolved.' 

Consideration of the rc5olution \V'rtS postponed t1ntil the 8th of 
June .. It ,vas referred to the con1n1ittcc of the \vholc for discussion on 
the 10th, on ,vhich date there ,vas adopted the follo\ving resolution~ 
tResolved, th::1t the consideration of the f, rst reso lntion he pnstponed 
to this day three vveeks [July 1] and in the mean ,vhile that no time 
be lost in c-ase the Congress agree thereto~ that a con1mittec be appointed 
to prep-arc a declaration to the effect of the said first resolution.' 

The next day, June r 1th, Thon19s Jefferson, John Adams 1 Benjamin 
1:i··'ranklin, Roger Shcr1nan, and Robert R. Livingston ,v-ere chosen 'to 
prepare the llcclarati on/ 

On June 2 8th1 the Co1nmittcc brought in a draft of 'A Dcc]aration 
by· the Representatives of the United States of A111c.rica in Congress 
Assen1hled.J Jefferson had been g1ven the task of co1nposing the 
Declaration and the dr2f t presented by the Con1n1ittee ,vas his., ,vith 
the exception of 2 fe,v changes suggested by Adams a.ud Franklin. 

l)uring the debate that f ollo,vc.d f nrther changes ,vere n1ade, the 
most in1portant being the deletion of the paragraph on the restriction 
of the slave trade. 

Fi1:1~ny-, on July 4th, the Congress acting gs a con1n1ittce of the 
\vhole approved the Decfa.rarion ~s amended .. The docun1cnt then 
being read again, it ,vns agreed to un-anin1ous]y by all of the dcicgatcs, 

;i The Dec/nration of hideJJtndeuee: Its Ilistory {Ne,v York 1 1906). 
:i 1'1Je Decfort1tio1l of Independence.. 4 Study in tf 1e History of Political ld~at 

(Ne,v York, l9l l ). 
8 Tbe JJeclaration of /11dcpe-ndencf!, the Evolution of tl::e Text (':\.'ishington 1 

1943). 
"Based on the Journal of the Congrc~s, as printed in H~zelton, Tbe Declara1ion 

of lndepe11dencc, pp. 109, I 18 1 110~ 170--171 .. 
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PLATE IV" 
nr-:cL.4.RATJOX OF u ... TnF.PF.KDEKCF.: [ S:\ i:. RUSSELr.?] 

( N oT 1 2 I l:lrvflrd copy) 
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Broadside Editions of tbe Dcclttration of l11depeude11ce 3 3 
.s-avc those fron1 Ne,v York, ,vho had no po,ver to ace It ,v3s there-
upon '0 rdcrcd Th at the declaration be authenticated & printed. That 
the co nun i ttce a p po in te d to prepare the de cl ara ti on su perin tend & 
correct the press. That copies of the declaration he sent to the several 
assen1b1ies, conventions & con1mittce.s or councils of safety and to the 
.se\1eral con11nanding officers of the continental troops that it be pro-
c]ain1e<l in each of the united states and at the head of th~ arn1y.' 

In obedience to this order the 1nanuscri pt ,vas given to John Dunlap 
and the broadside ,vas prjnted and ready for disrrjbution the next 
day, July 5th. It is kno\vn that on that daJ7 J-lancock sent a copy to 
the Conllnittee of Safety of Pennsylvania, a copy to the Convention 
of Ne,v Jersey, and a copy to Colonel Haslet~ John A.dams sent a 
copy, and Gerry· t,vo copies, to friends.ti . 

The dissen1ination of this first printing of the Declaration stirred 
into action printers f ron1 "\~1illiarnsburgt Virginia, to Portsrnourh) 
Ne,v Hampshire. Besides the nineteen editions or variants of editions 
iri bro2dside form no\v kno,vn, the Declaration ,vas printed in at le-J..st 
t\l,i-enty-nine ne,vspa.pers durjng July. _Its first ne\vspaper appearance 
,vas in the P~1Jusylvania Eveui11g Post of July 6th,° a copy of ,vhich 
has recently heen added to the Harvard J...,ibrary. 

11 Hazclton 1 Dtclaratjo1i of 1-ndependentei p. 476. 
Dr Clarence S. Ilrlgharn has generously allo,ved the ·writer· to use the followjng 

lht of ne,vspa per prin tinb:rs of the De clara tiun., the resu1 t of a complete check by 
him of -all ex.isdng An1eric~n ne,vspapers of the period= 

July 6 Phjbdc1phfa, Pennsy/1.\rnia Evening Post 
July· 8 Phil~delphjai Dunlap's Pen11Jyl-vro1ia Packet 
Ju 1 y 9 Phil a del phi~~ Penn ry lvanirc be r St cutt sbote 
July 9 Baltimore! Du11lap's Aio.rylrtnd G.t1zette 
July IO Philade1phia., I'ennsylv1111ia Gazette 
July Io Philadelphia 1 I'e'llns-yh;n11ia Journal 
July IO Baltin1ore, Afnrylnnd Jounud 
Ju~y 10 Ne,v York, Conxtitutiou~ll Gazette 
July 11 Ne-w York Pt1cket 
July 11 Ne-w Yotk Journal 
Ju 1 y I I Annapolis~ A1 nry I and G az~ tte 
Ju 1 y 12 N c ,v Londo nj C 01J ne c. ti cut Gazette 
July 13 Philadelphia~ Penns.;1Jvania Ledger 
July 13 Pro~Adence Gttzette 
J u]y 15 N e,-,.v York Gazette 
July l5 H~nfordt Connecticut Courant 
July 15 l~lorwi,;!) Packet 
July 1 6 Exeter i 1-l e---u.:i H m11 psbfre Gazette, Ex trno r din.1ry 
July 16 Sn lcn1, A ineri can Gazette 
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The first pub1ication of the Declaration in a book ,vas apparently 

in Tbe Ge1i1line T'rinciples of tbe Ancient Saxo11, or Englisb Co11stitu-
tio11, Care[ rdly Collected f ro1n tbe Best Aut/Jorities; witb Son,e Obser-
vntionsl on Tbeir Peculiar Fit11eJs for tbe United Colonies iu ·aenernl, 
and Pennsylvania· i11 Particular., By Deu1opbilus (Philadc]phia, Pijnccd 
2nd Sold by llobcrt Ilcl1, in Third-Street; A1DCCTJXX,TI), a copy of 
,vhich is at Harvard. 

Harvard also possesses the original letter (Plate II) ,vrittcn b)7 John 
1-I-ancock to l'viajor Gcn~ral Artcn1as '''ard, dated Phi]adelphia, 6 July 
1776l transn1itting n copy of the Declaration broadsidcl ,vid1 the re-
quest 'that 3rou ,vill have it proclai1ncd at the 1--Iead of the Troops 
under )70l1r Co1nmand in the '''ay you shall think 1nost proper.l Gen-
eral '''ard ,vas the first A1ncrican l\1ajor Genera] and ,vas then in con1-
mand of the i\1assachusctts troops. 

Hazclton,s exhaustive research has sho,vn that besides the copies 
already 111cntioned as having been sent (,,~ith covering letters) on 
July 5th, I-Iancock sent letters and copies on Jul)T 6th to General \\'a.sh-
ingtonJ the Convention of Nc,v York., the A.ssemhl)T of l\-1.assachusetts, 
the Assetnbly of Nc,v IIa1npsl1ire, Governor Trumbull of Connecti-
cut., and Governor Cooke of Rhode ]sl-and, and on Ju]y 8th to l\1ary~ 
land -and \lirginia. 7 \ 

The follo,vjng bibliographical list of the separate conten1porary 
broadsides is as ncarl)T jn the order of their probable appearance as can 
be esti111atcdl the order correlating roughly· ,vith geographical distances 
f ro1n Philadelphia. Unless other, vi sc stated, th c broad sid c.s a re print c d 
in single colun1ns. The transcriptions have hecn designed to provide 
adequate data, in conjunction ,vith the accompanying comme~ts, for 
distinguishing the various e di ti o ns or varj an ts of c di tio ns~ J ...,inc end in gs 

J u1y I 7 lVorce.stcr,. A1assa.cl1usetts Spy 
July 17 Ne\v Havc:11i Connecticut Journal 
July 18 Boston, Continental J our-ual 
July 18 Boston, New E,1gfond C/Jronlcle 
July 1 8 N e'l.vport Jf ercu ry, E :rtr aardinary 
July 19 N f:\V bury 110 rt, Es re .:r J 01trn11I 
July 19 , ,, fl liamshu rg, 17 ir giJiia Gazette [Purdie] ( extr2 cts only of the D c:clara -

tion) 
July 20 TVilliarnsburg, ll'frginia Gt1.z-ette [Dixon ;1nd Hunter] 

· July :20 Ptlrtsrnouth, Fn1eu1an's Journal 
J ll ly ::n \~ 1 atcno,vn~ Roston Gnz.ette 
July .16 ,villi~msburg, Virginia Gazette [Purdicl 
' I-I a %cl ton, Dec ln rn tio 11 of Ind epcnd ence i pp. 240, 5 5 9 ( note 39) . 
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Broadside Editions of tbe Declaration of l11depe11de11ce 3 5 
have been indicated and the puncruation carcf rilly f o1lo\vcd. On the 
other hand, an elaborate reproduction of ty·pc sizes, fonts., and capital-
ization has not been attc111 pt cd, as scrvin g no useful purpose and as 
affording opportunity for the introduction of potcntia11y confusing 
typographical errors. In consequence., sotne standardization h1 the 
capitalizing of initial I etters has be en necessary. 

I. 

In Congress, Ju1y 4~ 1776. / A Dec1aration / By the Repre.~entatives of the 
/ United States of An1erica, / In General Congress a.ssernhled. / .• .... 
/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress,/ John I-Iancock~ President/ 
A tte~t. / Charles Thon1~on, Secretary. / f rule] / PhHadc]phiu: Printed by 
John JJunfop~ 

Evans 15 1 s 5. TJ1 c first printing of ti lC Deel~ ration of 1 nd ep end e nee. Reprod need 
in Phttc I; and in The Declaration of Independence; its I-listory, by John H. Hazelton 
(No\cr y· orkt :r906) i opposite p. 170; in A History of the United Stater and lts People, 
by Elroy l\1cKcndree A-rery (Cleve1and, Ohio! 1904-10), V, 395; in T/Je Decl:1.ratio11-
of Independence, tbc Evolutiou of tfJc Te:a, by Julian P. Boyd (\Vashingtont r943); 
and in O 11e Hundred l n f luen tial A 'lllt ri can J 1 oo ks ( J\T C\V 1r:-or ki TJ lC Gro 1 icr Clubi 
] 947) · 

l4 copic-s: Am. PhiJ. Soc.-; Lib. of Cong .. (three copicst one hnperfect); Henry N. 
l"Iynt~ U.ohcrts l-f arrison; [-Jan'.; l\1'1.ss. 11ist. Soc.; N. Y. Hist. Soc.; N. Y. Pub. Lili.; 
ll ist. Soc. of Pcnu.; Pub] i c R-ccord Office, Lon<l on; Lib. of the bte John H. Scheid o; 
Yale. 

2 .. 

In Congressj July 4t l776. / A Declaration / By the l{eprcscntatives of the / 
United States of America 1 / In Genera] Congress assemb]ed. / ........ . 
/ Signed by Order and jn Bcha1f of the Congress,/ John Hancock 1 President./ 
Aue.st. / Charles Tho1nson, Secretary. / [rule] / Printed by John Dunlap. 

Evans 15 156. Reproduced in Proceedings of the A·nu:ritan. I'bilosophjcal Society., 
X XX IX ( 1900), opposite p. 7 2, an ll in the reprint the ref ro m, A C O'lltri butiou to t /J 
Bibliog7apby of the Declaration of lndependenccJ: by I. i -1ini.s Hays (Philadelphia, 
1900 

l copy: Arn. Pl1iL Soc. (printed on veUllm). 

3 .. 
\~ 1hite-PJains., July, 9 1776. / In Conventjon of the Rcprcs~ntatives of the 
Sta re of Nev{- York. / Reso hT e d U nanim ou s1 y That the R cason nssi g n ed by 
the Continental Congress, for dec1aring / the United CoJonics Free nnd 
Independent States~ 8fC cogent and conc1usi,,.e 1 and that / ,vhilc ,vc la1ncnt the 
cru c] N cccssi ty ,v h ich has rcn de red tl 111 t l\ 1 cas u re u n a vo i <l'1 hlc 1 "\v e a pp rove the 
same, and / ,viJI at the Risque of our Li,res and Forn1nesr join ,vith th~ nther 
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Colonies in supporting it. / Rc.sohTcd~ That a Copy of the said Declaration 
and the aforcgojng Resolution be sent to the Ch':lmnnan / of the Con1111ittee of 
the County of 'lVes tch ester, ,-d th Ord c rs to pn blish the sr. me \Vi th B cat of 
Dru111, at thi:s / P]acei on Thursday ncxti ~nd to give J)irecti ons that it be 
published ,vith all conl'cnient Speed in the .several / Oistrjcn; ,vfrhin· che s~id 
O-n1nty·. - And that Copjes thereof he forth,vith transn1itted to the other 
County / .Con1n1ittees ,vithin the State of Ne,v-York, ,vith Orders to cause 
the san1c to be published fn rhe several / Djscricts of their respective Counties. 
J~~tract fro111 the ]\1.inutesi / Robert Benson~ Secretary. / [Jine of type orna~ 
nu~nts] / In Congress, July 4, t 7 7 6. I A l)cc]aration / by the/ Representatives / 
of the / United States / of / America, / In General Congress Assen1bJed. / 

. . ... I Signed hy order and in behalf of the Congress, / John H ancocki 
President. / Attest. / Ch:arlcs Thon1~on) Secretary. / fJi of type orn:a.n1cnts] 
/ Ne,v-York: Printed by John I-Jolt., in \\T~tcr~Strcet. 

Evans 15 J 58. 1"',,•o c:olrnnns1 ,vithin border of type orn::iments~ and ,,·ith line of 
ty pc orn ,nncnt.s b~t,vcen the columns. P.r in ted surface, ind u ding border, n1c~ sure.Ii 
l 95/2 x io¾ in. It is prolrn .ble that E,Tans had J1ot seen a copy. Although his ,,·or<ling 
is correct., the punctuation and ca pj taiiza tion di ff c.r j n son1c places. 

The Huntington copy ,vas bou"(!ht at 'Jll American Art Assocfation sale J] Febru-
ary 19:2 o for $'8 1 o. oo. The cataloguer stated th :=i. t it ,vas n t th~ t tin1c the only k 1101.vn 
copy. It is reproduced in I. N. Phelps Stokes, 1'/Je lco11ograpby of A1tmbLPttrrn ls-/(ind 
(Ne,v Yorl<1 1915-z:S), lVt pl. 461 opposite p~ 928. 

H:.1z.elton1s Decliu-,Hion of h1depc11de11ce, p. 49 I, describes a Decfor:1tion bro~d~ide 
pri rtted by John Halt "~hich in 1904 ,;,y~s to be found in the N e,v York St.1 te Library. 
\Vhilc the Resolution of July 9th is not mentioned in the des cri ptio n, it is possible 
t l, at the pcrs on \V ho sent the inf orm.1 tion to Haze 1 ton did not thin i.~ the Rcso l u tion 
,vas of sufficient hihliogrnphic1l i1npnrt~nce to copy it. '''ithout the Resolution~ the 
Jin e endings, c~ pit~liz:1 tion, .1: nd pun ctu n tion agree , vi th the above, 1 t is no\v kn o,,Tn 
that the copy ;n <J_Ucstion ,;,.vas destroyed in the fire at the State Capitol in 19I 1 

1 copies: H~tuy E. Huntington Lib.; N. Y. Pub. Lib. 

4· 
In Congressi July 4., 1776. / A Dccl:ar:1tion / By the Representatives of the / 
United Sta tcs of A1n crica~ / In G cncr~ l Cong rcss ass cn1 bled. / . . .. . . . / 
Sjgned by Order and in Behalf of the Congress 1 / John H~nr:oc:.:k., Pre~ident. / 
Attest. / Charles Thon1soni Secretnry. / [ rule J / N e1.v-York: Prjnted by Hugh 
Gain e, in Hano vcr-S q u arc. 

Not .in E Ya ns. A l.:Cord • ng ta I-I azcl ton ( p. 566) there ,'i.T~ s 1l copy in the Public 
Record Office, London, :in 1905 + Th~ Record Office no,v s::\ys, ho,vcver, th::i.t they 
do not have this editton, but do hr-i.vc No. 1 on this Est. On i ! 1'd.arch 1938 tl1c copy 
dcscri h c d ·was sold at auctm on at th l! A inc r fran .Art Association And crso n G llcd CSi 
~nd ·was purch~sed by the bte G~bricl ,, 7clh, Nmv York bonksdlcr, for l\1f r Lucius 
,,rilrnerding. iVlr lVihncrding Icc.cnt]y presented it to the Ne-\v York Hfatorica] 
Society. It has hcon reproduced in the 1'leu;-York Hfrtorir.al Sochuy Quarterly 1 

XXXII ( J 94'3) l 2:20, 

, copy! N. Y. I-list~ Soc. 
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5. 

In Congress, July 4] 1776. / A Declaration by the Representatives of the 
United States of America, in / General Congress AssemlJled. / .. .... 
/ Signed by Order ~nd in Behalf of Lhe Congress,/ John 1-Ia.ncock~ President. / 
Attest. Charles Thon1so11j Sec'1y~ 

Prcviou sly u nrccord ed. No i n1print. Tw·o col u inns, w jtl l 7 o lines :in the :fi.r~t. 

1 copy; J:\l. Y. Hist. Soc. 

6. 
In Congress, July 41 1776. / A Declaration / By the Represcntad·ves of the / 
United States of Americ~i / In General Congress Assembled. / . . . . / 
Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, /John Hancock! President. / 
attest. / Charles Tho1nson 1 Sccrcrnry~ 

Pre v j ousl y un rccord-ed. No in lprj nt. T\vo col u nlns, "·ith 6 5 U nes in the first. The 
copy d escriL ed ·was recent! y f oun cl in an old ho 11 se near Kingston~ }-.'. Y. As there 
~re no records for prindng jn JiishkiJI tintU late in r. 7761 or in l1oughkecpsje and 
l{ingston .unti1 l 777,. it .is highly iruprobabl-e that the Lroadsidc \'las printed in one 
of thcs~ pl R cc-s, 
1 copy: h1:rs J oscph Car.son. 

7. 
In Congress, Ju]y 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Rcprcsenra.th'cs 9f the / 
United States of America, / In General Congress assc1i1bled. / ........ / Signed 
by Order~ and in Behalf of the Congre5S, / John Hancocki Presjdent. /attest./ 
Charles Thon1soni Secretary. / [rule] / Nc,vport) June J 3t 1776: Prjnted by 
S. Soutlnvick. 

Evans l 5 l 59· The first of nvo Nc,\·port e(titions .. containing an errur in the pub-
lication Jinci ,vhcrc 1Junc' is printed instead of ~July/ Reproduced in Plate Ill. 

6 copies: Am, Ant. Soc. (i1npcrfc:ct) i John C-artcr Bro\vn Lib,j J.J an•~; l~ is.t. Soc~ of 
Penn.; R. I. I-lj st. Soc.; Rosenhac h Co. 

8. 
J n Congre~~1 July 4, 1776. / A n echtn-ttion / ny the Tie.presenrativ·es of the / 
U nLted States of Arnericn~ / In Gener~l Congress assembled. / ....... / 
Signed hy Order, and ln DchaH of the Congresst / John Hancock, President. / 
attest. / Cha des Thon1son, SecretaL"y. / If ollo,ved by the State resolution 
approvjng the Declaratinn and authori7.iag the pubH.shing and Ice.ding of it, 
pdntc<l ]n t,vo co]u,nns J A trLie copy; / ,:\ritness Henry "\Vardt Sec~ry. / 
[ ru]c] / Nc,vportJ Printed by S .. Soutlnvick~ A tn1e copy. ,vltncss / [ signature 
of] Henry vVard Sec/y 

Evi!.ns i 5 t6o. The second Nc,vport a~d the ~official"' Rhode Island edition. Repro-
d ucc d j n the Library of _C ongre s r Quart er l y lo urn al of Current A cquis itfo tis, V, 3 
( 1'-1 a Yt i 948) i opposi tc p, 64. 
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7 copies: Jo 11 n c~ rtcr Br:envn Lib.; Lib. of Cong.; H c1r~-~ .; Eric P. N c,v1n;1n, Attorney; 
R. I. Hist. Soc.; Roscnhach Co.; ,,,is. 1-:lfat. Soc. 

9· 
In Congress., July 4, 1776. / A Dcclar~tjon / By the Representatives of the / 
United Sta.res of America, / In General Congress as.sen1bled. / ... _ . 
/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John Hancock, President. / 
Attest. / Charles Thon1pson, Secretary. [Boston, Printed by John GHlj and 
Po,vars and \'lilJis,. in Queen-Street. 1776.] 

E·v3ns 15 r61. Not in \Vorthington C. Ford, Broadsides1 TJnlfads &c. Publisbed in 
A1 assn r.bu setts 16 3 9- 1 SoD ( Boston 1 l 91 ;2:). No imprint. T ,;,vo col u 1n nst ,vith 68 linl:!5 

in the first. Reproduced in ,v. C. Bryant =tnd S. H. Gay, A PopuJar History of Jbe 
United States (~~e,v York 1 1876--81), Ill, 48z. 

5 copies: Lib. of Cong.; Es~cx Inst.; Harv.; A.fass. I-list. Soc.; Yale. 

IO. 

In Congress, July 4,. 1776. / A DcclaL"ation / Ily the Representatives of the / 
Uni tc d Sta res of America, / In General Con gr css asse n1 b 1 ed. / . . . . • • 
/ Signed by Order and in Hcha]f of the Congrc.~s1 / John Hancock, Presidtnt. / 
Attest. / Charles ThompsonJ Secretary. / [ ru1c] / America: Bo.~ton, Printed 
by John G i I 1,. and Po1.va rs and , \' i l lis1 in Que en-Street. 

Evans 15161. Ford., Aftiss. Broadsider, 1954. T,vo colurnns. Reproduced in Justin 
Vl in so r I N arr-1 ti-r.,e n nd Cr i tit al Ii is for y of A ?J 1er i c.1 ( Iloston 1 18 84-8 9), \TI, 2 67. Th is 
is a second issue of No. 9, ,vi th the .[rule' and 1 n1 pr j n t nd ded. Add itiona 1 spad ng has 
been aHo'\vcd benveen the lines of the herrding1 ::1nd an error in. the ·word 'Declare 
.in the last p:aragr~ph has Leen corrcctcd:t but otherwise there \Ve.re no substantial 
ch-anges. 

3 copj-es: Bost. P l1 b. Lib.; Ro stonia n Soc.; 1\.1ass. Hi st. Soc. 

II. 

In Congrc.~s, J u1y 4, r 77 6. / A Declaration / By the Representatives of the 
/ United States of A1nerica~ / In General. Congress assembled. / .....• 
/ Signed by Order and jn Beh~lf of the Congress,/ John Hancock, President./ 
A ttcst~ / Ch a rles Th oms on~ S ccrc ta ry. 

Previously unrecorded. No in1print. TY.·o columns, \Vith a line of 65 type orna-
1ncnt5. bcnvee n. 

l copy: Bos. Pub. Liu. 
I2. 

In/ Congress\/ Ju1y 4, 1776. /A/ Declaration/ hy the/ Repre5entati-ve$ / of 
the / United States of Amerjca, / In General Congress assembled. / _ . '" .• '" 
/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress! / John I-Iancock, President. / 
Attest~ / Chnrles Thon1pson, Secretary~ [S:1lc1ni Printed by .E.. R.ussell (?) I 

F.,l'ans 15164. Furd 1 A-ftisr. nroadridcs, 1953. Nu in1print. Four columns. The 
arrangement of the hcadhig and the sin1ilarity of type ,vould suggest that this \Vas 
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printed at Salem Ly E. R u.ss ~] l previous to the 'ufficfal 1 1\1:assa chusetts edition \vhich 
follo\vs. Reproduced .in Plate IV. 

2 copi cs: Essex Inst.; Harv. 8 

13 .. 
In / Congress, / J u!y 4~ l 776. / A Decfo.rati on / by the / Representatives / of 
the / U n1tcd St:1tes: of A111crjca1 / In General Congress o.s.scnibled. / , .. r •• 

/ Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Congress, / John I-Iancock, PrcsidenL / 
Attest., Charles Thomp~on, Secretary4 / In Council, July 17th, 1776. / Ordered, 
Th flt the Declaration of I ndependente be printed; r etc. 1 5 lines] / In the Name, 
and by Order of the Council., R. J)erbyt Jun. President. / A true Copy Attest, 
John Avery., Dcp. Scc'yr / [rule] / Salcn1, j\1assachusctts-Ilay: Printed by E. 
Russe11i by Order of Authorjry. 

Evans ! r163. Ford, A-ftr.rs. Brot1dsides~ 1955. The 'offidaP l\1:ts~chusetts edition~ 
H.cproduccd in the .1l1011tb at G oodspeediJ'_, \rrn, 4 (Dc-cc1nbcr1 l 936) 1 :i 09j ancl XJ U~ 
9 (Jnne1 1942 )t :274, 

11 copies: Am, Ant. Soc:.; "\V, L+ Clements Liu.; Lib._ of Cong.; Es.sex: Inst.; Harv~; 
Henry E. Huntington Lib.; NlassT Hist. Soc.; '''illiam G. i\Iather; N. Y. Pub. Lib.; 
Ros:enbach Co.; Ya]e. 

14. 
In Congrcss 1 July 4, 1776. / Dcclarationt / By the Representatives of the / 
lJ n ired Sta res of 1\n1 erica., / In Gen era] Cong rcss Assen1b 1 cd. / .. . . .. .. .. 
/ Sjgned by Order and 111 Ilehnlf of the Congres~ / John Hacock. JJre.sjdent / 
At tc.s r. / Char I cs T 110 n1 pson, Sccrctar y. 

Fordi Afass. Rrondsidert HJ5i. }._,ot in Evans. No imprint. Tv.o columns~ \Yirh 58 
lj nes in the fir~t .. 

,,, i th the American Andq u a rfo.Q Soc j ety copy is a letter from the donor, Simon 
Greenleaf, dated 181::i:, ,vho 5t'J.tes that, ilt ,vus posted up in J\le\\·hurypnrt, and :i.ftci:--
,vards preserved by Jnr grandfithert the fate Hm1, Jonathan Greenleaf t ,vho gave it 
to me.' Fron1 this it his hcc.n suggested that the broadside nrny have been prjntcd 
jn N C\Vburyport. J-Io,vc,•crt Frederick R. Goff in a detailed study of the Library 
of Congress vari~nt dcscrihcd hclo\,' (No. l 5) and puhlishcd io tlic J,.ihrary of Cnn-
gress Qnn rterl y } or wna l of Current. Ac q rd sit ion s1 ,r, l ( N ovembor t 1947) i Ii.- 1 6, gives 
.it as his opjnion that evidence regarding tl~e place of prjnting \1,•ould seem to point to 
Exete:r. 

1 copies~ Arn. Ant. Sue. {i•npcrfect at the top); Yale. 

I 54 
In Congress 1 July 4~ 1776. J JJcclaration 1 / By the Rcprescntatjves of the / 
lJ nited States of An1erica, / In Gc:ncral Congress As~e,nule<l.. / .. 4 4 • 

/ Signed by Order and jn Behalf of the Congress, / John 1-Iancock President./ 
A ttcst. / Char lcs Thompson. S cc rctary. 

i:>Th~ I-Iarvard copy \\'as ri::cently purchased through a generous gjft for the pur-
pos c i n~d e by Stephen \V. Phillips, '9 5., of Sal -enlr 
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Not in E ,Tans or F or<l, Af llSS. Broadsides. J\1 o i m p~in t. T ·wo co 1 u n1rut ,vi th 58 lines 

in the .first. 
This is a Inter printing of No. i4 \Vith the rnh;;sjng letter 'n' inserted jn 'I·Tgncock' 

t!nd ,vi th the 18.st t l ircc l inc~ re set. Reproduced in the TJ h rar y of Cong r c is Q l tar terl y 
Journal of Current Ar.qilisitio11s, v·t 1 (November1 1947)1 opposite p. r. 
3 copies: Am. Ant. Soc.; Lib~ of Co ~g.; N. H H isc Soc. Another copy is rep ortcd 
as h:n'ing been sold in 1915 by I~ N. Phdps Stokes to Lathrop C. 1-larper. It w·as 
afterw·ards in the possession of A. S~ ,:v. Rosenbach. Its prc-.sent location is 
A photos tat of th is copy in the library of the A n1eri can Anti(JUar fan Society ho,v .s 
that in its printing the w·ord 'which' at the end of the first line in the second coiumn 
dropped out. 

J 6. 

In Congrcssi July 4., 1776~ Dcclaration:i- by the Representatives of the United 
States of A n1 cric :a, In G cne ra l Congress fi ss en1 bled . . • . Signed by Ord er 
and in Ueha.lf of the Congress John 1-fancockj President. 

Not in Evans or Ford, Jfass. Bro.1dsides. Title from the J...ihbic Auction Catalogue 
of 19-2. 1 l\1:ay 1903J lot 7i.. Described as ~i pngcs, double folio. \Vido n1a.rgins un-
uimmed1 slightly· injured, Lut repa1red and Lacked; an(l verr suitable to head a 
col1ection of Signers. An excessively rare Bro8.clside, being a printed copy of the 
Declaration, issued by the Congress, nd s~nt to the s even=i.1 Colonic::; to be Cu rnmuni-
c ate:: d to th c General Public. 1 

If actually in t,vo pages~ this ·would be ·a 'broadsheet rather th~n g bro~dsidc1 but 
the ,v ri tcr feels it sti] 1 "\vuuld belong in this list. 

No copy located. 

17 .. 
[ Copper-plate cngra\'cd, oi'al portrait of John I-IancocI.::1 f rained by crossed 
paltn5 and sur1nontcd by a. iiberty· cap! fron1 ,vhich sun rays extend. l 
In Cong1Te_i.;s, July 4., 1776T / A J)eclaration by the Repre~entatives of the 
United States / of America, in Geriern.l Congress asse1nbled, / ..••.. 
/ Signed hy order, und in behalf of the Congress, / Attcsti C. Thornson, 
S cc re tary. John I-I a ncoc k, Pr es id en t. 

Prcvi o u sly u nrc corded. No hnpri n t. T,vo col u 1nns, \V j th 5 8 Jin cs j n the first, 
3Cld s do11ble rule bct\\~~~n. · 

Sabin 1 No. r 75161 n1cntio:ns th;s broadside in I1is listing of thn John Carter Bro\vn 
file of the Crisist an English ,veekly publ1she!d in 1 ~ondon dul'jng I 775 ~n<l r 776. The 
paptr ,Yas severe jn its ~tt~cks on the government snd side<l strongly ,vith th~, Am~ti-
can colonies. For description and coJ1ation s-e(', P~ul Lcicc~ter Fonli 4,The Crhts,' 
Tbe Dibliogrnpber, I ( 190"2 ) 1 13?-1,i. · 

The text of the Decl~rf-1.tion \~=.ts prjntcd in No. 84 of tl1e Criii.ri·1 -z4 A ngnst , 776i 
and it is probable that tlw scp;:1rately printed bro::i.dsidc hound ,vitl1 the Jolin C'flrter 
Ilto\Vn .fi 1 e ''--'~ s i~~nc-d at a bnn t the S:-l me ti me. 1 nq uj ries to Ehrarics in this COL] ntry-
and Engl~nd O"i..vning files nf the Crisis have not resulted in the location of nthcr · 
copies of ti rn h r-0adside. 

There is n1ore. than :s]ight evidence to favor London .1s the place of prindng. The 
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Hancock portrult is after a mezz.otint published in London in October 1775 •9 The 
use of th c 1i bct·ty cap and th c crossed palms su ggcst English prin d ng ra t~er t 
An1erican, and the type used is a stB.uda:rd Engli~h font of the period, v:hich rc-
sc-mLles that used in the Crlsi;, 

l copy: John Carter Bro,-vn Lib. 

18~ 
In Congress) July-4i 1776. / A D~claration by the Representatives of the 
United States / of A111crjca, in G encra.l Congress asscn1bledr / ....... . 
/ Signed by ordcrJ and in behalf of the Congress, / Attestl' C. Thomsont 
Secretary. John Hancock~ P resi<len t. 

Evans 15 J 51• No i~nprint'+ T,vo colu1nns, ,vith 58 lines in the first, ;.ind a double 
rule between. 

Printed ,vithout the Han cu ck purtrait, Lut fron1 the s~rnc typ~ :.lS 1'ro. I 7• an<l 
tli ercf ore possibly printed in Eng 1a nd. The thought nah.1r;1 l1 y occurs th ::i. t the portrait 
cou 1 d ha v c h cen trim1ned off. Th Ere is, ho\vever, sufficient bfo. nk space at the top 
to sho,v ti~ at the p 0rtra it ,,Ta s not printed ,vith th is c di ti on. 1 n No. r 7 the portrait• 
is printed v cry cl osc to th c tcx t and the lower edge of the plate m::1r k runs through 
the first line. J n t 1 c pres c n t broads.id e tl 1erc is no pl fl re 111 lr k. 

1 copy: Free Lib. of Phil. 

J9, 
In Congress, Jnly 4, 1776. / The Unanin1ous / Declaration / of the/ Thirteen 
United States of An1crica. / . , + .. , • / john H an<.:ock. / [ f onu,1t15 the li~t of 
signers frotn the various .states1 in four columns] / Jn Congress, January I Si 
r 777. / ordered, / That an -authenticated Copy of the ])eclaration of Indepen-
dcncr, ,vi th the Nan1es of the 1\1 em Lers of Congress., subscribing the san1c, he 
sent to each / of the Unitetl Statcsi and that thc, 1 be desired to have lhc san1c 
put on ]lecord. / By Order of Congress,/ John i~s.ncock, President./ [rule] / 
Ba lti tn ore, in J\ 1a r y] and: Prj n red by lvl a ry I{ a th a rin e God cl a rd. 

Evans 15650. The Dedaradon is: printed in t\VO culun1ns:. TJic title ,vas cllangcd 
to 'The Un a nin1ou s Deel .1.ra tion of the Thirteen Un itcd States of A nleri caT i This 
is the first edj tio n to contain the names of the sig ncrs. The copy in th c 1\ 1 a ssa drn setts 
Ar chi \res, th c only- one examined, j s signed by Ha nc oc k. A rep rod u cdon of the 
Libr~ry of Congress copy appears facing page 184 of H-a.z.elton's Declaration of ln-
depen,ience1 and sho\,·s that Hancock a]so signed thn copy. · 

9 copies: LilJ. of Cong.; Conn. Stitc Lih.-; Library nf the fote John ,v. Garrett; l\1d, 
Hlll of Record~; A1d. l·list. Soc+; 1\f ilSS+ Archives; J\T, Y, Pub+ Lib.; Lib, Co. of Phila~i 
R. I. ArchiYes:. . 

. 
The foregoing list includes four broadsides previousl}7 unrecorded: 

Nos. 5., 6, 11, 1 7.. The eight broadsides not recorded in Evans ( ,vhose 

!cl The H m11pton L. Carson Collectio11 of E·ngrarr).ed Portraits of Sjg~iers of the 
Declarntion of I11depc11denr.e .•. Catalogue Co1npiled .... by Stan V .. Henkels 
(Catalogue J\lo. 906, Pt. III; Phifadelpht~~ 1904) t lot 3 l 89. 
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total of cl c vcn had b cen the prcvi ous h ighcst assen1 bl age) are 1'Yos~ 
4, 5 6, I I , I 4~ I 5, I 6, I 7 .. 

Copies of the various editions or vnriants are on the ,vhole scarce. 
Out of 2 total of 71 located copies ( 7 3 recorded)~ three entries accoµnt 
for ahnost h-a.lf: No. 1 \vith 14 copies, No. 1 3 ,vith r I copies, and 
No. 19 ,vith 9. Of the ren1aining entrjes, I sho\VS no located copy, 
7 sho,v I only, 3 sho,v 2, and 2 sho,v 3. ~I,he follov.1'ing table gives the 
order of the entries based on the number of located copies: 

E11try Copies 
1 ............................ 14 

13 ..... ., ................ · ......... 1 1 

19 ........... ~············~···-9 

8-··············-·····•-··-···7 
7 .... -- ... -- .. -- . - ..... · --. -- --6 
9 • --• 0 • • 0 - • • • - • • - _• • • - T • • T • - 0 5 

lo ............................... 3 
J5•••••T••••••••••••••••••~••••3 

3 .................................. 2 

12 ... ............. ··- ·-· ··- --- _1, 

14_ ••• • •• 0 ----- ------T•- ••• •••• :z 
2. ·-- .. _ --- •-- .... - ........... I 

4· --· .......................... I 

5- --- --- ............... ··••T• .I 

6 .................. T••···~····l 

l 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , I 

l], ••• ••••• I .J 

!8, 1 1 1 •••• ••• •• .. l 

16 .. .. ••••••••••••• ___ Q 

. The Jargest number of editions or variants are held by· Harvard and 
the Library of Congress, \Vith 6 each (liarvnrd! Nos. r, 7, 8, 9t I z 1 13; 
Library of Congress: Nos. 1 t 8, 9, 13, 15, 19) Four each nre held by 
t11e An1crican Antiquarian Society- (Nos. 7, 13, 14, r 5); l\1assgchusetts 
Historical Society· (Nos. 1 i 9, 10, 1 3); Ne,v York Pub]ic Library· 
(Nos. r, 3, 1 3t 19); and Yale (Nos. 1, 9, I 3, 14). Thereafter f-0110-,v 
4 holdings of 3 cacht 5 of 2 each, and 19 of I each., making a totai of 
34 holdings covering 71 copies (the Library· of Congress o\vning three 
copies of No~ r) 4 

Of the 19 entries, there arc 9 for ,vhich no published reproductions 
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have been noted. Of these, No. 7 and No. I z are here reproduced, h1 
Plates III and IV~ lcavh1g Nos~ 5, 61 1 r, 14, r6, 17., and 18 apparently 
not reproduced. Photostats or facsimiles of all entries except No .. 16 
(for ,vhich no cop}r j5 no,v kno\vn) are available for consultation in 
the Harvard Library .. 

l\1rcHAEL J. \:\TALSH 

• 
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