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Spatial Growth in the Harvard Library, 
1638-1947 

--. ... HE fore\vord in \ 7olume I; Nun1bcr 1, of the HARVARD. 
1~1 BRARY BuLLETIN listed 2s the fourth type of article that 
the BuLLETIN ,vould include 'discussion of problen1s of 
university libraries ju general - proble1ns f-accd h)T any 

uni vcrsi ty Ii brar y and co nsi d crcd fro n1 a theoretical or phi 1 o sop h ica 1 
point of vie,v.' As the fifth type of arriclct it stated that there ,vould be 
~discussions of university library· problems as applied to the Harvard 
Univcrsi~}; Library .. , The article on 'Spatial Gro,viJ~ in Unive~sity Li-
braries' in the second nu111bcr of the BuLLETIN, Spring r947., ,\~as the 
first of the theoretical discussions. This artic]c ,vill discuss the san1c 
pro bl cn1 as it is a p plic d to th c Harvard Library., and falls, there£ ore 1 

into the fifth category. ]t ,viH be follo,vcd in a later number by a third 
article on spa ti al g ro, v th~ , v hich , v il 1 discuss poss i blc future develop-
in en ts on a theoretical level,. as far as the libraries of the country· arc 
concerned, ,vith a so1ne\vhat n1ore concrete approach from the Har-
vard point of vic,v4 

F o 11 o,v ing the pol ic)r adopted in the car 1 ier article j rhj s one ,v ill be 
confined to the consid era ti on of gro \Vth in space req u iren 1en ts+ J t , v H l 
reserve for later articles the problem of gru\vth in the library budget 
as a ,vholc or in the book appropriations, a part of the b~idget '-vhich 
has so n1uch to do in the long run ,vith spatial gro,vth. It ,vill go fur-
ther, ho\vcver, than the first article in discussing solutions to the space 
problen1t at least as they have been applied to the 1-Iarvard situation in 
recent years; and the third article ,vjll consider ,vhat n1ay be done in 
the years to co1ne at 1-Iarvard and else\vhere . 

This article ,vill en1phasizc the problems of spatial gro,vth of the 
Harvard University 1--ibrary during the past ten years, that is since 
1 July 193 i, but it ,vill deal first ,vith four closely related matters> as 
follo,vs: · 

1. A discussion of the difficulty-of counting the contents of a ]ibrary 
in a ,vay that n1akes the resulting statistics of va.lue or of use on a con1-
parati ve basis. 

2. The rules no\v used in counting the size·of the Harvard Librar)7· 
. 98 
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3. A record of the gro\vth of the collections of the Library~ and its 

various con1poncnt parts, fro1n the tin1c of the bequest of John Harvard 
in 16 3 8 up to the present. 

4. A sun1mar)T of the nc,v space that ,,,as 1nadc available for the 
Library· fro111 the tin1e of the completion of the 1-Iarry Elkins "'\:\'idcner 
1'1ernoria1 Building thirty-t,vo ycar.s ago until I July 1937. 

The article on Spatial Gro,vth in the Spring 1947 BuLLETIN sho,ved 
that, ,vhilc in 1nost 1ibraries the hooks do not occupy as much space as 
the readers, they are an i111port~nt factor in spatial requircn1cnts. le also 
included son1c discussion of the question of ho,v much space ·a given 
nun1bcr of books should occupy·. It did not, ho,vcvcr~ consider in detail -
the question as to ho,v the contents of a library col1cction 111a}' be con1-
puted. This omission ,vas not due to the lack of in1portance of this 
phase of the subject~ hut to the fact that a full discussion of it ,vould 
make an article in itself and s:l.tisf2ctory· data for Harvard and other 
libnirics arc not no,v available. A statement \vill be ma.de here., ho\vever, 
about the counting n1cthods no,v used -at 1-Iarvardt and son1c co1nmcnts 
on the proble1n at earlier periods \vill he. noted. As an introduction to 
the present situation 1 a quotation f ro111 the Ile port of the Director and 
l.Ji brari:in for 1 9 3 8 f o 11 o-, vs: 

Each y car th c D j rector in cl u des in an A pp endix to h ~s: R cpo rt statistics .sh o,v-
ing the nu1nbcr of volun1es and primphlets in the vadous l1l2raries connected 
.. wjth the Univcrsjty. If this count recorded the number of bound volumes only-1 

it ,,.,ould not be o. con1plicatcd matter; and ,vjth due patience on the part of the 
corn pi I ersi :1 rcasona. bl r accurate figure cou Id be reached ,vit hon t serj ou s diffi 
culty. But Hbraries, and particularly resenn.:h Jibraries SLu.:h as those maintained 
by this jnstitution, include in addition to boun<l voh1mes tremendous {1uantities 
of unbound material: pamphlets1 report~-] reprintsj offprint~i trade catalogues, 
chart.;;, nm.psi etc., ctcr l\1any of these are n1orc valuable to :students than bound 
volun1cs; and _if they arc catalogued, the cataloguing costs may be greater .. At 
fir.st thought it ,votlld appear that a separate count of pan1phlcts ,vould sin1plify 
m [I tters; and th at if p an1 p h 1 cts ,vcrc n red only ,v hen they ,vcr c ca t=3. logu cd 
fully, 1vc cou1d reach 2 satjsfactory conclusion. Unfortunately, the problc111 js 
n1or-c co1nplicatcd than t11is. In the first place, cataloguing practice varjcs con-
sidcrably4 Even if it ,verc uniforn1! ,vhen does a pamphlet cease to he a pan1phlct 
and becon1e a book? Some say ,vhen it h~s at least fifty pages, son1e s-ay a hun-
clredi others ,vhen it is bound in stiff coversi ,vhatever the sh~e. ,1/ith nearly 
eighty di IT crcnt orgnnizations connected ,vith the Universjty Library 1 each 
confronted ,vjch different conditjons, different types of collections and different 
ca ta 1 o gu 1 ng a r rang ements J it has not yet proved possible to find a u nif orn1 
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n1ethod of counting .. FJforts arc being 111ade, ho,vever, to re-count uniformly 
the various collections as sujtablc opportunides arist; and it is hoped that in 
years to_ come a 1norc satisfactory report can be made than is no,v possible. J n 
the 1ncanti1ncJ the statistical table - Grcnvth of the U nivcrsity Library~ js 
accompanied by notes indicating son1e of the unusual situations\ but at best h 
1nust be reaUzed that it is .inaccurate~ 

In connection ,vfrh the problem of detem1ining the sjzc of the Library~ h 
should be recognized that one of the uses rnnde of the report is con1parison ,vfrh 
other university libraries. The Harvard count is not cans i sten t in its dj ff ere n t 
] ib rari es, and taken as a ,v ho 1 e cliff crs greatly f rotn 1nct hods used els:e"'"h ere. 
Any changes 1nade in n1ethod ,vjll be such as to 1nakc coinparisons ,vith other 
libraries easjeL In the n1eantime, it ~I Jou ld be understood ( 1) that the usefulness~ 
not the sjz.e9 of the collections jS of first hnportancc, and ( 2) that the Har~lard 
collections a re n1 ore specialized th an those of most other libraries and include 
a ]arger percentage of ephe,neral and pan1phlct 111atcrial ,vhlch js difficult to 
con nt sa tis factor i I y. 

S01ne of the cotnplications that nrose in connection ,vith the count 
of the 1-Iarvard Libraries in earlier years 1vill be described later, and 

+ 

,viii sho,v that at l·Iarvard at least the recording of the size of the Li-
brary has not been an exact science. Ho,vever, in 1917 nc,v rules and 
regu1ations ,~ere adopted thnt n1ade the count thereafter son1e,vhat 
more accurate and provided a more logical basis for it. These ,vere 
prepared by !vlr T. Franklin Currier, the Assistant Librarian in charge 
of Cataloguing. l~hcy are given here in full: 

Rtdcs for Count of the llan.mrd Library 
I.. The total statistics: of size of the Library .. ,vhen gjven for general purposes 

and for coniparison ,vith other libraries, should .combine the count of volumes 
and pamphlets in one fignrc stated os so many 'volumes and pamphlets.i 

i~ A scpgratc record shall be kept for each cfoss of the J.,ihraryJs shelf clnssifi-
cstjon, this separate record· to be, as a n1atter of interest, iternized by volumes 
and pa 1n phlets. 

3.. A pan1phlct shall~ in general, be defined '1S a small piece of printed n1atter 1 

ordin~uHy containing eight or 1nore pages, not part of n serial publication nnd 
not original1y intended to be separately bound. 

4. Pamphlets separately bound or covered sha11, for the purposes of section 2 

and ,vhh certajn exception~, he counted as volun1cs. 
; . A collection of several pan1phlcts bound together in one volun1e shall b c 

counted as so many pamphlets and nor 3S one vol~1me. 
6. The nun1ber of volumes jn a set or co·ntinued series shall be the number of 

volumes in \i;,,:rhich jt is boundi ,,,hether each bound volun1c contains one or 
several 'bib l 1 og ra phi ca]' vol um cs or parts. 

7 .. When conrjnucd pub]ications arc kept on the shelves without binding~ 

.. 

I 
I 
I 
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they ,viii, if thin, be tied in bundles, ·and each hundlc shall count rts one vok1.me. 
8. The hen1 'serfo.ls/ though it may appear in the figures for accessions, shnll 

not appear in the total count of the Library. \~'hen -a serial i~ received currently, 
the first nun1ber placed on the sh(':hrcs shali count as one volume; ]ater numbers 
,,~jll not appear in the shelf stadstics untH the volun1cs ( or bundles) of ,vhich 
they form n part n.re counted. . 

9. llroadsides, single sheetsi nrnps, photographs, pdr;ts~ sheet music, un-
irnportant advertising nrn.tter I progratns-, ti1nc-tab!es, tickers and simjbr pubHca-
tions ,-vi11 not ue included n.s individual pieces in the count of volumes and 
pmnphletsi though, ,vhe.n v0Ju1ncs nnd scrap-books ire made np of such material, 
the rcsuJtjng volurne5: .shall he ~ddcd to the volun1e count. They may be sepa-
rately stated ,vith as 111uch or as little detail as is thought advfaable. 

r O+ Cuttings fro1n nc,vspapers and perjodicals shall be treated hy the provi-
s]_ons of R ulc 9i but reprints from scienti fie journals "'\Vjll he counted ns pan1phlcts. 

1 I.. The basis of the official count of volun1es in the Library shaH he the 
she]f-Iist counti as this is presumably corrected periodically ,vhcn the shelves . 
are refld .. 

r i+ l~he basis: of the offi,:ial count of pnmphlets jn the Library shall he the 
recount of 19 r 7 plus the annual permanent access1ons as recorded by the {or-
\varding clerk. To facilitate recounts_ at Jong prdods, the number of pan1phlcts 
contained in each pan1phlet volume added shall be recorded in a colunln set 
asirle for th~t purpose in the shelf-1ists. 

1 3. Ry exception1 the count of the EducR collection ( catalogues and rcpor~s 
of schools arid co]~eges) has been made by picce1 not by bundle or volunH~i and 
the tot'J1 added to the nurnbcr of pumphlcts. 

In recounting the parnphlcts, the follol\ring ru1cs ,viJI he folio,,red: 
I. For general dcfinitjon of pa1nphlet sec previous memorandum. 
I I. Ti ck ets, sing 1 e sheets, u nimp or tan t ad vcrtisi ng matter t programs, etc . ., 

need not be counted. 
iI I. In order that the ,vork 111ay be done cxped1tiously, fr ,viii not be possible 

to lay do,vn an exact rule as to ho,v 111any pages ,vi11 entitle a leaflet to be cal1(!d 
a pamphlet~ In gcncral:i-pan1phlcts of less than eight pages should not be counted, 
~lthough there ,vil1 be nrn.ny exceptions to thn ru1e . 
. I\'.. Cuttings froin periodical publications should not be counted as patn-

phlets .. A volnme of cuttings bound together ,,•i11 be counted as one volume~ 
\i. Reprints f rorn mag~ zi n es ,vi 11, in genera 1, be counted as pan1 p hl ets. 
,ri. Government documents should ordinarily be counted if over eight pages 

although ,vhcrc a series of government documents is found bound together. it 
n1ay be considered dc.sirahlc to count them as one volume~ 

\TIL. In lookjng over a pa,nphlct volume or pamphlet box1 \Vhen it is noticed 
that several parts of n continued publication are included~ these should be 
co u n tcd as on c, a 1th o ugh· t I\ is count j s nla n if estl y ina cc ura te .. 

These rules have been in llse fron1 1917 up to the present tin1e in the 
f-! a rva rd Col le ge Library, and~ t hcotcti ca 11 y at least, in the other parts 
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of the University Library4 At three-year intervals up to I 939t an actual 
count \ va s 111 adc from ~he shelf -1 is t of the n1 a in J.j b r g_ ry. '\l\1 a.r con di rio ns 
made it un,vise to go to the trouble and expense of rnaking the count in 
1942 and 1945. In January· 1946~ an invcntor}r of the collection, com-
paring the hool(s as thC) 7 stood on the shelves ,vith the shclf ~list1 \Vas 
begun. It is hoped that rhis ,vilt he con1plcted, as far as checking the 
shelves is concerned,, by Dccc1nbcr 1947, and that the final checking 
,Yill be con1plcted son1ctinle during the first six months of I 94841 After 
that, ,vith the shelf-list in reasonably accurate condition, a ne,v count 
,vi11 be n1ade1 the results of ,vhich it is hoped ,vill not differ greatly 
from those expected. 

I-IARVAUD UNIVERSITY L,.JJlRARY STAT1STICS 

In the three tables on the follo\ving pages, there arc recorded statistics 
of the size of the J.Iarvard Library· from 163 8 to the present )rear, or 
through 30 June J 947, to he exacL 1 ... hrcc tab]es instead of one rtrc used 
for reasons that ,vill be obvious as they are examincd4 

Tab]~ .I gives the number of volun1cs in the Harvard Co1lege Library 
at various tin1es up to and inch1ding I 830. The figures are derived fron1 
various sources, a11 of ,vhich are noted and none of ,vhich can be called 
o ffi cia 1. --

TABLE I 
NU J\. 'fTIF.R OF \T OL U.l\ I ES 1 N 'fH E HARVARD COLLEGE LI BRA.RY 

AT \T ARIOUS TIJ\fF..S UP TO t 8 30 

1638 - over 400 volun1cs 

1655 -900 volnmes (est.) 

1723 - 3,516 volumes 

John Hnrvard's lib1ary alone amounted 
to over 400 vohin1es; but the Library 
a]ready had son1c books (S. E. A1orj-
sont The Founding of Hrirvard College, 
l9]5i pp. 263-167). 
~1orj~on, Founding, p. 268. (In Har-
Vi:'lrd College in t/Je Seventeentb Ceu-
tury, r 93 61 I, 2 8 5 1\1 orison js less defi-
nite: 'several hundred- or possibly a 
1 itt le over a thousand volu n1 es.') 
Based on the printed catalogue of 17i 3 
( lvl oris o~ Seven tee nt b Cc n tury, l, 
2 95). 

I 7 64 (before fire) - over 5 ,ooo ,,olu 111cs Al assa c hus(!t ts Gazette, z F cb ru arv 
.... 

1764 ... 

:i See pp. 130-131 belo\.v for a discu~sion of this inventory. 

II 
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1764 ( after _fire) - 404 ,·oluincs 
1 766 - 4,350 ( est.) 

1781 (June) - 10,059 volun1es 

1790 - I 3Jooo volun1cs 

18 i 2 - about 21. 1000 vo]nn1es 

1830- 30,000 -volumes 

L j st in the Uni vend ty Archives. 
Ezra Sri] esj Extracts fr on1 the I tin er a-
·ri es and Other A1iscellanies ( 191 6), p. 
206. 

C. E. \Val ton~ T be T'br e e-H 1tll dred tb 
Ann iver.rary of t/J e Harvard Co J 1 e g e-
Library ( 1939 )., P· 24· 
F 1·0111 th c pa pcrs of Lon n1 n1 i Bald \Vin 

( University Archives). 
A. C. Pottcrt 1,be Library of 11 ar-vard 
University ( 3rd cdition 1 r 915), p. 1 7. 
,val ton., Th rec~ I-I u ndrcdt b A n-ni-ver-
snry, p. i7. 
Potte1\ Library, p~ 17. "'Valton~ Three-
Ht1'lldredtfJ Anniversary, P· 31J says 
'nearly 351000.' 

Table II records the nun1bcr of volutnes jn the Harvard University 
Library each decade bcgining \Vith 183 7 and running through 1917. 
'T,he first of its four col un1ns gives the elate for ,vhich figures arc re~ 
ported. The second records the nun1bcr of volun1cs in the 111ain co]lec-
tiun of the Library. (This library-,vas called the public librarJ7 of the 
University in the early da)7S. The Harvard College Library· col]ection 
in the '''idener bui]ding js its djrect descendant.) _1~hc third colun1n 
reports the dcpart1nental :1nd special libraries throughout the Univcr~ 
sity1 rtnd the fourth the total of the t,vo groups. 

TABLE II 
Nu J\1DER 01, .. BooKs JN THE HARVARD UN1 VER SI TY L lDRARY 

EACH DECADE FROJ\1. 1837 1·0 1917 

A1n.i11 Collection 0 t her Libraries Total 
1837 about 38,000 about 51700 about 43J700 
l 847 5 3 iOOO I 6,200 69,zoo 
1 R57 741°00 2 5,7oo 99~700 
I 867 + I l 5~500 441500 I 60,000 

l 877 l 59t00O :2 2.1,ooo 

1 887 z4i\600 77t l 00 3 Z 5,700 
1897 35 5"!600 150,000 505 i6oo 
1907 478,600 290i 200 768)800 
I 9 1 7 J I 3, 5 00 5 2 8 i 66 ! I t 2 42-, I 6 I 

l>lote 1. The above figures arc ta.ken fro1n the Harvnrd University Catalogue 
( the first jssue being l1sed in the yen rs ,vhen tc\\ro ,vere published) for the year 
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f oJlo,ving the date given. That is\ the 18 37 .figures arc those found in the C,aa_-
logz~e for- 183 7-38~ 

'f..t1 otc 2. The figures cxclud~ the nu[}1b er of volun1cs in the ~students' librarie~i i 
although those volunlcs ,vc.re recorded in the total in the l,atalogue-s annualijt 
fron1 t 834 through 1 ~73~ and -varied from 4~500 in the first years to 16iooo at the 
eod of the period. (The '~n1dcnts't Jibraries' ,vcrc those belonging to the student 
societies, many of \Vhich ,vere literary in character jn this period.) 2 · 

l\!ote 3. None of the figures record pamphletsa A statement in th~s connection 
,vill be found later in this article. 

Note 4. The figure for ~other libraries' includes the departmental libraries o"f 
the DI vinity Schoo], the J..,~n·v School~ an<l the i\1cdical School f ron1 the begin-
ning. To those ,vere added in 1867 the Engineering Library, the Botanical 
Library! the Library of the i\1useun1 of Con1parative Zoology~ and an Astro~ 
nomical Library. In 1877 the Library of the Bussey Institute ,vas included~ and 
jn 1897 those for the Peabody 1v1nse.um., the Arnold Arboretu1ni and the Fogg 
lvluseun1. A]s01 in 1897 there \\rere included for the first titnc in this table 
'1al)oratory and classroo111 libraries,~ ,vhich adm1nistrativclr ,vcre con~i<lere<l 
part of th~ CoUcgc Library .. In 1897, there ,vere seven· of the laboratory and 
:sixteen of the classroon1 libraries,. to ta Hing l 512: oo volu1nes. In I 907, the I .,ibn:i.ry 
of the Dental School ,vas included for the first tirne,. and the number of labora~ 
tory and c1assroon1 librjries had 'increased to t\venty-dght, contajning 46j900 
volun1csr In 1917, the lllue Hill Observatory ,1·as first recorded, and the number 
of 'special J;brarics' ( ns they have been called since 19 r 4) had jncreased to 
forty-one in nu1nbcr and contained 78,617 volunles. 

Tables I and II refer to the nu111bcr of volumes in the Librar) 7 , and 
do not include pa1nphlets. Y car Ly· year., beginning ,vith 1878-79, the 
Catalogue gave the count of bound volun1es and then stated that 'the 
collection of pan1phlets and n1aps in the CoJlege Library is very large 
and is cstin1ated to he equal in nutnber 'to the number of bound volun1cs .. 
1~hc_departn1cntal l1braries have also considerable nun1bcrs of pan1phlet 
nlonographs on subjects connected ,vith tl1cir specialties and these are 
not included in the count of volumes.~ 

The question of pa.mphlcts, as has already been indicated, is a difficult 
one. It ,vill not be possible to include a fu11 discu,~sion on this subject 
here., but the follo,vjng com111ent is pertinent.. In~Justin "\~'insor's first 
annual report, that for the ~cadcn1ic year 1877-78, he estin1ated tha.t 
the n1ain ~ollcction of the ~ollcgc J..,ibrary· included 17 5 ~ooo vol utnes 
and 170,000 pan1phlets. I-Ic csti1ua·tcd that the other libraries in the 
University·, taken together, ha_d son1ething over 7,000 pan1phlets. In his 

See R. l~/. Lovett 1 1T'h e Un dcrgra d ua te n d the l·l a rvard Library, r 8 7 7- 193 7 / 
HAR\'ARD LIBRARY Bu·LLl::Tt~, I ( 1947 ), 12 ~. 
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last annual report., that for the ye~r r 896~97., he recorded 355,607 
volun1es in the nla.h1 collection in Gore HalJ, and estimated that there 
\Vere 351,928 pamphlets in the bui]ding. A recount of the Library· ,vns 
n1adc in 1901, -and the results sho,ved that~ instead of nearly 412,000 

vol u1nes and ,vell over 350,000 pamph]ets, there ,vere only 387,097 vol-
umes and 250,000 parnphlcts. 3 Sixteen yc3rs later, in r 917., after another 
recount, some 3 s .,ooo vol un1es ,vere subtracted from the total, and the 
number of pamphlets ,,,.as reduced by considerably .. n1ore than 200,000 
fron1 the figure \vhich had been used> making figures for 30 Jun~ 1917 
of 713.,500 volumes and 2 5 2.,000 pamphlets for the main collection. 

Table III, ,vhich follo,:vs, gives a count of the Library every ten ye-a.rs 
fron1 1917 to 1947 1 made according to the rules quoted earlier in this 
statement. It ,vill be seen that the ngures'vary as far as the year I 917 is-
concerned fron1 those in Table IJ, \vhcrc the 1917 count sho,v.s volu1ncs 
only. These figures come fron1 the annual reports of the Director and 
Librarian, and arc for June 30th of each year. 

TA Ill., E III 
Nu 1i.-1Br:R OF IlooKs A1'"D P AJ\1V H LE rs 1 N TI IE 1-iAn v ARn U NIV£RSITY L1 BRA~ y 

EAca DECADE FRol\1 19l7 To 1947 
Ainin Specinl Dept'! House 

Collection Libraries Li brn des [. i.b rari es Total 
19 l 7 965,500 102,307 7 J6tooo r ,803,000 
i 92 7 1,344,300 14 I ,500 l i l J6i6oo 2,612~400 

l 93 7 l tJ8 I ,700 246,61 O 1,764,284 701456 31863,0 50 
I 947 2, I 60,496 526,675 :Z, 198,077 83,07 I 4,968,3 l 9 

Note 1. In 1917, 41 special aod 11 departn1ental l~hrarics \Vere included; in 
I 9i7 1 41 special lihraries and 16 departmental libraries; in 1937, 5 I spccjal and 
17 dcpartJn encil Jihrarie~; and in r 94 7 i 58 spccjal gnd 17 departmental libr::1.rics. 
The House Libraries ,vcre opened in 1930-31 and are recorded in this tab]c for 
the first tin1c in 193 7 

Note 2. The figures for specfo.l nnd departn1cntal libraries are not con1parahlc -
throughout the pedod bcc-au,;;e the follo,ving libraries have been shifted from 
the special to the departn1enta.l library group during the pcrjod under considcra.-
ti on: School of Education; }rfj ni n g a.nd i\f c tall urgy and Saa ni tary Eng j neecr jn g, 
,vhich ,vcrc added to the Engineering School Library in the thirties; .A.rchitcc-
ture; Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning; Forestry; ·and Business 

::i A red tJ ction of this ld nd in the total :fi gun~s reported j s not unusual in uni ver.si ty 
libraries ,vhen the record is ta"ken from -an count of the material on the sheh·es, 
fol101.ving a considerable period of camputatjons based on the stati~tics of additions 
to the col lccti ons. 
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School. In addition to th cs c cha. n g es1 the Chin cse-Japanese Lib r2.ry ,vas f onn c9 
dudng the perjod 1 and ,vas .first counted as s. special library, but is ncnv con-
side red a de p artm c nta l Ii bra ry; the Ins ti tu tc of Geographic al Expl o rn ti on L(-
brary ,vas organized:; the l\ 1 cdical and Den tn l School l ... i l ).('ari es ,vcre consolidate~. 

Note 3. Recounts have been made in a nu1nber of the departmental and spe-
cial IibI"aries., ,vhich have n1ade great changes in the totals~ For instanct:i in 193~ 
tho Astronomkal Obsc_rva.tory Library, in spite of the fact that it added 57 3 
volu111cs and pamphlets during the year., reported 2 8166i volntncs and pamphlet_s 
ins.read of the 70,077 recorded the previous year. The count of the main col-
lee ti on , vas ] argcI y reduced by o,n i tting m aceria l s ti 11 in p roe css. 

't,l ote 4. The n un1 b er of vo 1 um cs and pa n1 ph le rs rec: ord cd in the spe:cj al 1 i bra-
ries has h een grca t] y i ncrense d l )y the organiza tj on j n I 93 8 :1 n d the rapid t ~' 
n1uch of it by transfer from the ,~/idener buildingt of the Library of the Gradu-
ate School of PubHc Adrninistrarjon jn Littauer Center. This library, together 
,vith the sc111jnar JibrarJt::S . in Littauert no,v numbers 169,1 [ o volun1es and 
pan1 phlcts. 

"l\1 ote 5. The cha o g es -and d iscrepa nc.: i es and i rrcgu] ar i ti cs noted in the fore-
going paragraphs do not nff ect the fact that considerably more than half of each 

• of the col1ections of ,vhich the Library is made up has been a.ccnmu1atcd during-
the past thirty years. The nm.in collection ha~ much more than doubled. The 
s p ccial ] i bra r j es have n10 re thlln qui ntup] ed. The de parttncnta l Ii b rari es are ai-
n1 ost three rim es the siz-c they \Vere thirty years ago1 and the House Li bra ri e_s 
ha v c con1 e in to exi stcncc for the first time. The J..,i hrary as a whole sho \Vs an 
increase of over l 7 5 per cent in expanding f rorn I tSo 3 ,ooo to 4,968,319 volun1es 
and pamphlets. 

GRO\VTH IN FACILITIES, x 917-1937 

This period of t\venty )Tears ,vas one of very great gro,vth for the 
I.Jibr2ry. During this tin1e, as ,vas sho\vn in Table ]II above, the collec-
tions jncreased fron1 1~8031000 volumes and pa1nphlcts to 3~8631050" 

This js an average increase of 103~000 volnn1es a 3tear.. By 1934) or 
seventeen )7 Cars after the beginning of this pcriodt the collection had 
aln1ost doubled: f ro111 1,803 ,ooo to 3,602 ,ooo. This ,vas an increase at 
the rate of approxirnatcly four per cent annua.Uy, con1ponnding as it 
,vent 11long. '"fhat is., each. )7Car there ,vas on the average an incrc2sc of 
four per cent of the total at the end of the previous year. During the 
sarr1e period, the nu1nber of sh1dents in the Uni\'crsity increased fro1-ii 
5,656 to 8,263, and the demands on the Libra~) 7 probably increased 
even rnore proportionately, although this ,vonld be diiTicult to shn\Y 
by statistics. 

Ho,v ,vas the space situation handled <luring this period of great 
gru\vth in the collections nnd the number of students and faculty? 
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Fortunatcl)r, at the beginning of the period, the main collection ,va_s 
,vel] off as far as space \Vas concerned: the '''idener I--'ibrary· bui]ding 
had been con1pleted just t,vo 3rears earlier. It ,vas then thought that it 
,vou]d care for the needs of the 1nain library for Efty years to con1e. 
It did care for the g1·0\vth in a very· .satisfactory manner for the t\venty 
years under consideration. At the beginning of the t,venty years, the 
n1ai11 coUection contained 965,500 volumes and pamphlets. D)7 193 7, it 

· had gro,v-n to 1., 7811 700. It had not doubled in size in the t\vcnty years, 
Lut it had gro,vn to such an extent as to fill the hook st~cks practica11y 
to ca pacit)r, Durjng the pcriodJ it proved necessary, in order to provjde 
1norc adequate facilities for the Treasure B .. oorn, to move an under-
graduate rcscn 1c book reading roon1 from the basement of l~/jdener 
into Boylston lialL But the greatest gro\vth of the Library had con1e 
in the special, tl1e depart1nentgl, and the House libraries. As sho,vn 
above,, this last-nan1ed group I1ad its origin jn the early thirties, and by 
193 7 contained over 7otooo volumes. The special and departmental 
libraries increased from 838,307 volumes and patnphlets to 2,oio,894, 
not only doubling but increasing by almost t,vo and a half tin1es. Sjnce 
the space available for these libraries at the beginning of the perjod ,vas 
not as adequate as that for the main collection., a very great increase in 
th c p h }7Sical fa cj l i ti cs b c ca tnc necessary. If th c H ousc Li brarj es are 
counted in ,vith the special and departmental libraricst a total of 2,08 r ,-
350 volu1nes and pan1phlets is reached at the end of the period. Of tha.'t 
number, approxirnate]y 1 ,o J 7,000 volumes ,vcre occupying space tha_t 
,vas coin p lete] y ne,v construction during the period, or rep res c n tc d 
expensive and extensive enlargement or reassignment of older space. 
That is, most of the gro\vth ,vas cared for by ne,v space. 
· ""f'he most in1portant units of nc,v space 1nadc available to special, de~ 
partn1ental, and House libraries bct\vccn 191 7 ~nd 193 7 ,vere as f 0110,vs~ 

The Farlo\v Rcfcrcnce·Library of Cryptoga1nic Botany., the original 
collection of ,vhich ,vas bequeathed to the Univcrsit 1r ju 1919~ ,vas 
housed in the old Divinit)r School L.iLrary· building in 192 3 - 37,000 
cubic feet of .space avaiJablc for }ibrar)r purposes. · 

The nc\v building of the Fogg f\1usennl ,vas con1pleted in 192 5, and 
provided space for a spcci~l library in t11e Fine Arts ,vhich occupies 
117,500 cubic feet of space. -

The Baker Library·, ,vhich houses the Library· of the Gruduate School 
of Dusiness Adn1in1stradon~ ,vas co1npleted in 192 7, and includes 
1 , 1 oo, ooo cubic feet of space for Ii brary purposes. 

tr---, .... -.-...CMLJI ___ __...~----- ......... -....----,_...,...,..--,~_............~-~-------------~-
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The Converse 1\-1en1orial 1--'aboratory for Chemistry \Vas con1p1eted 
in 1928. In it., on the .first floor1 is the Gould l\ilemorial Roon1 housing 
the Chemistry Library, ,vhich occupirs over 38,000 cubic feet of space. 

The large addition to Lang~ell Hall ,vas completed in 192 9, ,vi th 
most of the nc,v space devoted to the Library·. Austin and Langdcll 
Halls together no\Y have 1 ~357.,000 cubic feet for libr:1ry use. 

In the san1c ycarJ 1919J the library f aciHties in the Union \\'ere ex-
tended to a 1arge room on the north side of the se~ond floor to care for 
tl1e F reshn1an 1-Iis tory Library \v here many of the reserve books for 
liistqry I have since been kept. 

Also in 1929 the Harvard-Y cnching Institute \Vas organized. It 
established a Chinese-Japanese Lib_rary \vith quarters in Boylston Ha11. 
This Librar)T~ in less than t\vcnty years of existencet has gro,vn so that 
.it-110,v-contnins approximately 200 1000 volumes. 

In 1930 the large room on the ground floor at the ,vest side of Boyl-
ston 1-Iall ,vas in-a.de into a reading room for the beginning courses in 
I-Iistory·, Government, and -Econo1nics1 taking ·the pl-ace of the space 
forn1crly used for this purpose in the basen1ent of the '''idcncr build-
ing. The -space occupied by the Chinese-Japanese J.Abrary and this 
Hisro ry, Govcrnn1cn t, and Econon1ics Reading Roon1 j n Boylston 1-1 all 
con1c\s to nearl )7 1 7 5 ~ooo cubic feet~ 

In 191 3 ~he University con1pleted the Biological Laboratories build-
ingt on the fir.st floor of \Vhich is the Biological J_,Jaboratoric.s Librar)i, in 
,vhich are combined the older Botanical, Phy·siological, Z-0ological; nnd · 
Entomological Librarjes. This collection occupies 2-4,000 cubic feet 
of space. 

In the san1e year the ~esearch l,aboratory of Physics (1~0,v Lyrnan 
Laboratory·) ,vas con1pletcd, and housed the Physics Research l.1ibrary 
,vith 14,000 cubic feet devoted to this purpose. 

Also in this year the Institute of Geographical Exploration ,v3s com-
pletedt and housed a library jn that field in a space of 69:-000 cubic feet.. 
· During 1930-31 the seven I-louses ,vere con1pletcd and opened. Each 

of thcn1 devotes space to a I-louse l...ribrary·, space that had not been 
available for library purposes up to that time, although some of the 
buildings <lite b::1ck to an earlier period. The cubagc for the seven 
buildings, as far as library facilities arc concerned, con1cs to· just over 
2. 7 o, ooo cu hie feet. 

The .situation, then., for the p'criodt 19r7-r93 7, may-be su1nn1arizcd 
as follo,vs .. In 1917, the n1ain collection of t~1e Library, ,vith 965,500 

l 
• I ---------~---~-~ ... 
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vo]un1es and pamphlets1 ,vas housed very cornfortably in a nc\v build-
ing ,vhich jr \Vas hoped ,vould be adequate for fifty years to conic .. · Bi 

· l 93 7 this collection had reached 1,781,700 vo]un1es and pan1phlets) nnd 
it ,vas cstirn a red that th ere ,vas stilJ room for some three years 1 gro,vth 
in the ~Videner building .. The other ]ibrarics of the Univcrsit) 7 in 1917 
totaled sorncthing over 838,000 volun1cs and pan1phletst ,vith libraries-
of 2 ooo or n1ore in t\venty·-t,vo different buildings. By· 193 7, the num-
ber of volumes and pamphlets in these outlyjng librsries had jncrcased 
to 2,080,000, and there ,vere collections of 2000 or more in thirty-seven 
different buildings; they· occupied n~arly 5,000 1000 cnbic feet of space, 
of ,vhich a large percentage ,vas complete]y ne,v during this period .. 

GRO\VTH IN FACILITIES, 1937-1947 
So 111t1ch for the yea.rs r917 to 193 7. ~ 7hnt about the ten years that 

fol1o,v and bring the record do,vn to the present time? Some idea of 
the problem faced by· a university Jibrary· gro\ving at the rate of over 
roo,ooo volumes and pamphlet.s a )·car has been n1ade a\7 ailable by the 
su1n 1nnr )r of ,v hat happened in the pa.st. The 'present , vri ter ca1ne to 
I-I11rvnrd I September 193 7., and ,vas glmost im1nediately asked bJ· the 
President to consider the question of the amount of space needed for 
the J.jbrary jn the future .. At that dn1c, there ,vas in the \\ 7idcner build~ 
ingJ as already indicated, space for only about three years' gro,vch. 
Ho,vevcr, l\.-1r Lucius N~ Littaucr had recently giv .. en to the University 
1noncy for the construction of a building for a Graduate School of 
Public Administration, and it ,vas kno\vl1 that there ,vould be ]jbrary 
space av-ailab]e there for extensjvc transfer of n1aterial from 1,7idener. 
There ,vas no rren1cn dous pressure for space else,v here throughout the 
University· '•Library, by virtue of the large increase ju facilities during 
the preceding t\venty y·ear.s, as recorded abovct although it \Vas evjdent 
that there ,vould be a shortage in the not distant future in several of the 
libraries. ,, 11th dme consequently avai]able for a dctai]ed study of the 
situation, a report \Yas presented co the ad1ninistration of the University 
in the spring of 1 940. Th is report ,vas su n1 n1 arize d in the :=t.nn ual rep qrt 
of the Director 2nd the Librarian for 1939-40 as follo,vs; 

In recent reports empha~is hris been placed on the spa.ce problem. DL1ring th~ 
past year it has been studied carefully for the College Library and for the Uni-
versity Library as a \,--hole. The latter~ it should be rememberedi has more than 
sc v c nty-fi vc ad rni nistra tt ve uni ts. 0 f these at ] cast t,ven ty suffer f ron, s pac c 
lin1irarions at this tin1n, or will within ten years. At present ,vhen pressure 
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becomes too g~ea.t, the less-used books fron1 1n~ny of che111 arc sent to the 
'''idener l\1en1odal building for storage. Ilut available shelf room in \Vi<lencr 
has practically con1e to an end. Cong~~tion there is nlready interferjng \vith tlt~ 
service and damugjng the hooks. 'fhe problem of ,vh~t to do 1nust be faced. 
]f the prccc dents est a blishc d e lse,v here ,vcr c f ollo ,vcd~ p1 ans ,vou ld be 1n a.d? 
for a. ne,v ccntr:1.l Iihrary building for the University. This building., in order 
to provide adequately for the College Libr:ary-and such other departments -of 
the G ni v ersi ty Library as n1i ght b c com bincd ,vi th it., s ho~l d con N. in 1 o~ooo,o oo 
cu hie feet, or should be so constru c red that chis a n1ou nt of space could h c 1n o.d~c 
available in the not distant future. It ,vou]d probably cost $ J 0,000,000. There 
a.re three serious objections to ado.pting thjs so]ution: · 
· ( 1 ) It ,,;iould mei n giving up the pre.sent huildin g i.v hie h is. only t\Venty-fi ve 

ye~r.i;; old ~nd "\.vhich cost ~c.vc:ral million doll:;i.rs+ 
( i ) 1 'here scenis Ji ttle prosp cc t of obtaining the $ 1 olooo 1000 ne cessJry to con-

struct the ne;..v-unit. 
( 3 ) Th ere is no site in a con ,Tenien t place large. enough for a buil djng of the 

size rcq uircd. 

For ti tc.s:c re e.s ons it ,vas decided to gi vc up, o. t 1 c Q st for the ti rue being t all 
idea of a nc,v central unit, and to make phns ,vhich ,vould: 

(a) Pcrn1 it the v..rid c n.e:r building to continu c as the center of the University 
Library for many years to come. 

( b) i\-1 a kc unnecessary any on-c nc\v unit costing so much as to prove im-
practicable. 

( c) Bring about -a.. b Etter, not a less con ,Tern ~nti, setup than the present one. 

Before ,vorking out details, the needs to be faced 2nd the deficiencies of the 
present buj 1 ding ,v ere considered. Briefly Stated, the needs that cannot be pro-
vided for in \:Videner seern to Le five in nurnller: · 

( 1 ) Mo re .sh elf space. BehYeen t\vo and three miles of ne\v she l \1 in g must he 
p.ro,Tidcd annm1lly in order to keep pace 1,·ith the rapid gro,,Tth of the University 
Libr;:.ry. 

( i) ]\·Jore .spice for readers, During the Rc:1di11g Pcrjod~·thc mlin rc~diog roon1 
is cro,vdcd beyond cttp;;i.city~ The number of stalh ~nd studies for use by research 
,,•orkcrs ls inadequate throughout the year. 

( 3) \Vork space for tho staff, Congestion in the ,vork roorns is so great as to 
irn pair seriously th c cffi c ic ucy of the ,vor ke rs+ 

( 4) i.\1 ore satisfactory air-co nd i do ning, particular J y for the n1or-c va lu ab] e boo ks 
,v hich 'J. re now d eted or2; ting ra pidiy. 
. ( 5) Il ctter provision for un a ergrad nates,. for ·whom the present f ucil [ ties in 
, V j dcner are uns~tisf actory. 

\V.ith these needs in n1ind, a progran1 h~s been ,vorkcd out for the constrllc-
tion of four ne,v units. Any one of these ,vould help out the present situation 
and if all four n1aterja\iz.e, ample provision for thirty years. ,viH be nvailable~ 
In ]isting then1 no a.ttctnpt has: been n1ade to indjcatc the order of their itnpor-
tancc; each js; an essenrjal part of the plan~ 
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( 1) A storage building i_n ,vhich ,\•jll bosh ch.Ted the Jess-used books belonging to 
the CoJlege Library 1 to other Jibraries of the University, and to other rcseard1 
libraries in the 1netropo1itan district and Ne\v England. It is proposed as a 
cooper:1ti ve enterprise. Jr is hoped that an act of lncorporatjon for this project ·will 
be approl'ed by the 9encral Court of the Commonwealth of l\1 nssachusctts during 
its session early in 1941. "'c1Tld thst the 1n0Yement ·will inchale a nun1bcr of the 
] ibr.fl rics in th G Boston are a. 

( 2 ) A buj ld ing in ,v h ic h books \V Iii ch =.lrc i rrc ph.ce;a ble, or "\V hich for othc r 
reasons rrq u ire s pccia l ca re 1 c:1 n be stored t cxh ibi tcd and used· under satisfo ctory 
conditions. Since th c close of the ye~ r for 1.v hie h th is report is lTI'l<lc1 a grn du ate of 
tho Unive.rstty, ·who ,vishes for the present to remain an0:ny1nous, has nwdc this 
butlding pos~ib]e, and it is now· in tl\c cour5e of construction just to the cast of the 
'\' i den er i\-1 cn1or ia l butld in g. 

( 3 ) An u ndc:rgrou nd 5tack v,r h ic h \4.-'l l1 ul ti n1 ate l y o cc n py the ,v ho le sou t he:3 st 
corner of the Y ar <l. It is csttmltcd that i 1000,000 YO 1 u rncs can h c ston~ d in this: 
Joc~tion in .space connected ,vith the \V'idener building by tllnnc]s and endless helt 
conveyors ,vhicl~ will make the books nearly ~s accessible as those in the Jo,vcr 
ler.-Tels of the present stacks. This con st rnc tio n can take p] ace in comp ar a ti vcl y 
sma 11 n d inc:( pcnsi vc units as the need arises. 

( 4) L-a st., but not I cast important, is a central ] i b rary for und crg.r.1 d ur1 tes. Its 
construction ,~•ou 1 d I or th c .first time prov j de Ii lJra ry f ci ! iti cs fol" the u n dergr~ du-
atcs of Harvard College that '\.vould con1pare favorably \Vlth those no,v ~n .. z1.ilable 
to the ~tu den ts in almost any first c 1 ass co Hege in the United Sta tcsT A ttc1n pts to 
ser\+e undergraduate and graduate students~ rc~c-arch "Torkers and members of the 
University Faculty in the s'J.me roon,s: have never proved entirely successful ~ndl 
,Nith the congestion no\v· present in Vlidenet, addition~l con1plications h1n·e a:risen. 
The proposed ne,v butlding ,vould it1cludc adcqu'J.te reading room space f~r the 
use of reserved books for assi g ncd rc:.:1-<li n g; :'l n open stack coU e cti on of pc r haps 
50 1000 to r 00,000 volumes Iea d i1 y accessiLlc to 11 l l students; and he a dqu aners for 
the tutorial ,vor k of the Co] lege. 

,1/hen these four units arc provided, there ,vHl Le ~n1ai]ab]c sufficient book 
she 1 v·j ng for at least thirty years. \Vi th a continua ti on of the present restrJ cti on 
in attcnd1lncc 1 reading room facilities should be adcqu:.Hc indefinitely. \Vork 
space for the staff ,vould be cared for. The nc,v building for the i rreplnccablc 
books "'ould make possible suitable air conditions that .should preirent deteriora-
tion. The undergraduate bui1ding should care for the present lack of f acilicics · 
for u n d ergrn du ates . 

. It is pleasant to be nbic to report .s~vcn y·ears later, ,vhen this article 
is ,vrltten! that the four units proposed are 110\v cornpleted 1 or in course 
of construction4 The storage building ,vhich ,vas listed under paragraph 
( r) of the p]an can1c into being as the Ne,v England Deposit Librar)r, 
and \Vas occupied in li""ebruar)7 1942 as a cooperative enterprise jn ,vhich 
eleven research libraries jn the Boston area have joined, ,vorking under 
ai1 Act of Incorpoiation approved b)T the General Court of the Co1n-
n1on,vcalth of .i\1assachusctts in its 1941 Session. Ninety-eight per cent 

WWW WWW 
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of the space in the £rst section of this storage building is no,v rcnted1 
an<l it ,vill not be long before a second section must be constructed. 
Harvard rents sorne forty-five per cent of the building, ,vhich contains 
-a total of 2 70 1000 cubic feet. An article gojng into some detail a.bout 
this development ,vill appear in a later number of the BuLLETrN. 

The second unit jn the program ,vas for a building to house 
a b le books, books ,vhich for other reasons needed special care, and 
in a. n uscri pts. Th is b nil ding ,vas made possible through the generosity 
of Arthur Amor)7 I~oughton~ Jr., '29., -and no\v-stands just to the east of 
the '\Videner building, connected ,vith it by a bridge and a tunnel. It is 
culled the Ho11ghton Library and ,\~as con1pleted and occupi_cd in mid-
\vinter 1942.; it contains 441,000 cubic feet of space. 

The third unit in the proposed plan ,vas for an underground stack in 
the southeast corner of the Yard, to be bujlr in units -as the need_ arose. 
1'hc first section of this stack is no,v under ~onstruction in conjunction 
,vith the fourth unit, ,vhich fa noted in the next paragraph. -

The fourth unit ,vas for a central library for undergraduates. This 
building ,vas 1nadc possible by· the gift of$ r,500.,000 from i\-ir Thomas 
'''"' Lan1ont, '92, in Novcn1bcr r945 1 and is no,v under construction on 
,vhat ,vas the site of the Dan~~Palmer 1-Iouse.4 It ,vill con1plctc the 
program outlined in 19401 and should, ,vhen supplen1ented by -addi~ 
tional units of the Nc,v England Deposit Library or another regional 
lihrary., plus additional 11nits of l1ndcrground stack in the Yard, provide 
.sufficient book shelving and space for readers for the 1nain collection 
at 1east until 1970, as ,vas indicated in the report for 1940. 

So 1nuch for the program ,vhich has ,vorked out so satisfactorily. It 
has been supplemented by additional space c]sc,vhcrc throughout the 
University· as f 011 o,, rs. . . 

The Lit~aucr building n1entioned above ,vas completed in 193 9. In 
jt, 338,000 cubic feet ary devoted to library pl1rposcs, including one 
half of the main floor and· a 1nuch larger percentage of the ground floor, 
the basement, and the sub-basement. The librar}i space in these three 
lo,vcst floors of the building is devoted almost altogether to stacks 
and carrels, the stacks h~ving a capacity· of over 300,000 volumes, and 
there being 38 carrels. ]nto this library, beginning ,vith the summer of 
1939, there have been moved books needed for the Graduate School of 

4 See I{ey~s D a l\.·Ietca lf, 'The Undergraduate and. t~e H arra.rd Library~ 193 7- 19+ 7/ 
HAR,-ARD LIB RARY Il ULLETI ::-t, I ( 194 7), 1S8-305. A detailed description of the Lamont 
Libn ry v1iH b c pu blishcd 1n a hter issue of the B ULLETlN . 

. . ·-- ··-·--·-··· ---- . ·-···-·. . .. ------



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume II, Number 1 (Winter
1948)

Spatial Growtb in tbe Harvard Library, 1638-1947 1 r 3 

Pub]ic Ad1ninistration and public docun1cnts fro1n other parts of the 
University~ ,vhich ,vere uot in great demand in other libraries. The 
collection, together ,vith the .seminar 1ibrarjcs in the building, no,v has 
ncarl3r 170,000 volun1cs and pn1nphlcts~ and is £till gro,ving rapidl)7 • 

The use of the stack space in the building b)" transfer from ,videner 
has relieved, or ,vii l reH eve by the transfer of add i ti anal ma tcria l, th c 
pressure in the older building to the extent of son1ething like three 
y·ear~/ gro,vth of the n1 a in co 11 ection. 

The new buildings for the Harvard Forest in Petersham ,vcre con-
structed in 1939~ and included Jibrar)T space gmounting to 16,000 
cubic feet. 

In ·, 940,. ,vh en D tunharton Oaks ju Georgeto,vnt D.. C~ 1 ,vas pre~ 
sented to Harvard LT nive rsity h)T 1\1r and l\1rs Ro bcrt ,~.roods Bliss, 
there came i.vith it the Byz2ntine library that had been assembled there., 
together Yvith adequate quarters for it. 

In 1947, the Library of the School of Engineering ,va.s moved from 
its quarters on the second floor of Pierce Hall to the third floor, ,vhcre 
it 110\v occupies the ,vhole south ,vjng, 1.vith some 7 5 ,ooo cubic feet 
of spa.ce. 

During the period under consideration, the space occupied h}r. the 
Chinese-Japanese Library ,vas increased by 32-1000 cubic feet> and 
additional space in the lv1useum of Comparative Zoology ,vas turned 
over to the library there. 

During these ten y .. ears from 193 7 to 1947 the main collection in~ 
creased by 378,000 volumes and pamphlets~ that is from I, 7 8 I' 700 to -
2, 160,496, apparent1y a sn1ailer jncrcasc than in either of the preceding 
decades~ This slo,vjng up of gro,vth is misleading, as a s0111c,vhat dif-
ferent method of counting ,vas in effect during the period, but the 
increase f ron1 year to year ,vas-certainly no greater on the avcra ge th an 
in the earlier yearst in spite of the fact that in the past most Iihrar}r 
collections have -increased gco111ctricaHy, not arithn1eticall}i; The 
,x.ridener building, ,vhich ,vas nearly· full in 19 3 7 is no,v less· rather 
than rnore cro,vdcd than it ,vas ten years ago, as a result of the shift of 
material to the Ne,v England Deposit Library, the Houghton Library, 
and the Litt~uer Jjbrar}r. The other libraries of the University have 
incrca se d n1 ore ra pi di y prop orri ona te] y th an th c n1 a.in col I ecti on, rising 
from 2.,081 ,350 to 2t807,82 3, or a total increase of 726,473." This see1ns 
a tremendous gro,vth, but it js nt a less rapid rate in tcr1ns of per~cnt~ge 
th an r hat of the preceding dcca. des j 
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The space occupied by the Library as a \vhole ,vas npproxin1ately· 

1,000,000 cubic feet greater in 1947 than that at the beginning of th~ 
ten years4 ~l'his space ,vill be supplen1ented by the Lan1ont Librar)r 
,vhen that building· is con1plctcd ,vi th its 1,330,000 cubic f cet of_ .~pace-~ 
This ,vill bring the total cubage available to the University LibraI} 7 

to over 11 ,000,000., ,vhich at today's price level ,vould involve son1e 
.$2 5,000,000 to replace. 

Y\7hat of the future for university Jibraries in general ~nd the I{ar-
vard Library in particular? This question ,vi11 be considered in sotne 

. detail jn the third ~rticle of this series, but at the close of the present 
a.rtic]c the problem n1ay be suggested in concrete form· b)7 a brief in-
d n 1 gen cc j n specn] a ti on. "\:\'hat , you Id b c the additional space require-
m en ts of the Harvard University Library· in the next thirty years jf the 
coJlections increased during this period by 17 5 per cent, as they have 
done in the past thirty years,. and if the student body increased by I oo 
on the average each year., a rate follo,ved jn the p~st thirty )"ears before 
the great post-,var influx of veterans? Instead of figuring the ne,v space 
in n1onun1ental buildings ~uch as "\Videner, L:ingdcll., and Baker, ,vhich 
to gc th er co 111 prise over half the present Library cu ha gc, th c csti1r1a tcs 
lV il 1 be based on the figures 11 se d in the first a rticl c in this ser ie.s., , v hi cl1. · 
represent those f~r very modest buildings. These figures, it ,vill be 
retnen1bered, 2rc z volumes per cubic foot; 400 cubic feet of space fo~ 
each reader, \Vith I reader for cvcr)7 3 1ncrnbcrs of the student body; 
and a staff mc1nbcr for every I 3,000 volumes. Utilizing these figures, 
and assuming a rate of gro,vth in collections und students equal to the 
last thirty ycars1 in the next thirt5r }rears the Harvard Library ,vo11ld 
add 8,688,000 volu1nes to its collections; \vould provide space for . 1 1006 

additional readers (based on an increase of 3,.000 stndent~); -::ind ,vould 
-add 670 n1embers to its staff. If a minin1um space for halls and services 
is included, the ne\v requirements \Vonld amou1~t to ,vell over 6,000,000 
cubic feet., ,vhich at toda)T's prices should be figured at$ 15,000~000 for 
bui]ding and equipment. To this should .be added the incon1e fro111 a·t 
least$ 5 ,000)000 more f~r the current upkeep of the buildings, 11121,::ing 
$20,000,000 jn aU for the building costs for the thirty·-ycar period. This 
is at the rate of $650,000 a year for ne,v construction. It may be seen 
that the estin1are of the a1nount of ne,v space \vhich ,vould be require~ 
is not exaggerated in any ,vay ,vhen it is realized that the present 
5 .,000,000 volun1es are cared for in a space an1ounting to 11,000,000 
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cubic feet, and the ne,v estimate provides for only 6,000~600 cubic fee~ 
for 8, 7 5 otooo vol nn1es. J t should be rc1ncn1bcrcd, also, that the figures 
for costs arc for buildings onl)< and do not include anything for Look 
.acq u isi ti on, sa 1 a r ies of n c, v p crsonn cl I or various service ch a rges , v hi cl~ 
,, 7hcn taken togetl~er ,vonld present a sitnilarly formidable totaL _ 

Ho,vcvcr, there· is a sorne\vhat brighter side to the picture:. The 
,vri ter has stated above that present and projected construction shoul~ 
provide adequate acconunodation for the H11rvard collections and read~ 
crs, at least through 1970. This estin1ate, first made in 1940~ r1nd rc-
affirn1ed seven years later, is based on no such rate of gro\vth as that of 
the past thirty )rears. In particu1ar, the bool{ collection rnte has been 
reduced one half. 1n the first article of this seriesj some discussion ,vas 
offered of the limiting factors in the gro,vth of university libr2rics, 
factors both inherent and contrived. The third article., in considering 
the future, ,viH treat in 1nore detail the problcn1 of ,vhat university 
libraries can do to keep their gro\vth in space rcquire1ncnts ,vithin the 
frame,vork of their proper function and ,vithin the compass of proh-
~blc support. 

l(EYES D. J\1ETCALF 

* 
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