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The sp·rit of Richard F. French '37 

·. hristoph Wolff 

L · AR c .. N1 · T · EL . BRA E ITS J · BI . .-· ithou I paying tribu!'e 
-- 1 t _ g;reatest b en _-fact r~ I don)t . ant to d .. hi· in a 6 1 rmal ma1 · ne . because 

· th 11 is ne · ther th~ place for i · nor · oul I it be '"n line with h ·. wl he . Ick 
' rencli was not at .-11 £ond of .tiff : 1nd . · cial cu :toms, t . ough he . 1lv_ays Hke-d. t , dre . 
rather stylishly. TI1erefor,e, on,e p -r , nal ecolltections abou a friend hi_p . 1 thirty 
y -.· rs seem more approp iate. 

I becam,e acq uamred \>Vi th :R1 chard 1 • French > 37 sev -ral year.. be: ore joining the 
ar ard faculty. Die . wa then th Tang .man. Profe sor of Sacred 1.usic at U n]on 

Theological Seminary) an in · •( i tu ti n in. th immedia e · cinity of Columbia Un iver. i ty~ 
where I taugh · rom '1.970 to 1.976, nd li .eraU. aro 1 nd the corner from. wher,.· I Ii: ._d 
on .·· ·_er .ide -.. ·nve. Harva1d, . if · our ·e, \! a . n· 1t on the ho .izon ivhen the t.,vo. f u· 
fi.r t met) so back then we nev _ r ta , , . d ab . u t Harvard or librar -e Su -1 ects. of ur 
discus : o i .·· \-Vere acred 1n a.sic, choral .and o, ~an · te a.ture 1. e.,. the areas wher," our 
scholar y ini ere-sts mo t do ely in . r e ted, bu .also early muic in g,eneral Dick had 
b en a ib·ar,i. member and Important supporter of he . nee h•·gh y nfluential but no 
long ,defunct ensemb • . the · .·· I w York .Pro M usica. 

I ·a . a_pproa ·hed by Har a :din 1he •P. : ·g . ·. 1 975., w i_en I wa . on I ave from 
_ umbia a ,d · rving as vi iting pro£ or a I Princeton~ · .• y very first visit to th -

Harvard Mu . i . _ uilding in l 1 _ded- h . . · ll ld it have h , ·n differ-en t-a 11 - - - · of i he -da 
Kuhn L eb Mus."c I ibra y. ·· nd . urel::, when I went thri ugh the .1·acks _ as abs lu e y 
overwhelmed by the Libn1ry. · imp · i . e bol ; · ngs. I focu ed p11 • 1arily .· ,n th _ old .. r 
materia · tha 1 1 had n er een in ·u -h · o·mplet -. ne :. in an op n- ta.ck ar, . 1 eJ _ e · he e . 
e.·peciaHy book •~ p·ed , dica[-, and edition•• from. the nineteenth and ear ier tw,entieth 
Ge turies At the a.m _ ·t im , I wa quite taken abac to dr cover th . _t th _ library · s 
un1ma,gina bly weak in the ar,e a of re,cen t n1u Jcolo _ i -al and musical materials) notably 
ne, _ critical diUons ( the new Wag r edition for ex mpL, - s mis in ) and scores 
of . on mp·orary music. The comparative ly mall mu ic librarw, · at ,columb·a and 
:pr·ncet we e _ b ·tt1_r equippe in th· respect. 

I. h · red y urp1 · : e and , n ider i bl concern with Jt· ot F orbe v · o wa then 
chair of the· u ic D1epa. tmen,' ; t happened that ,n y a fe , · . ks la 1er .and by total 
c 1i cidence· · ran into El · .orbe. . on the , t eet · of anhattan) near . o umbu Circle, 
around noontim 1 • n a crisp and br1. · ht pring d y in 1975, .. El . s a companied b 
Die • .. -rench ., a close frie· -,d from hi . Har ard College days, and they ere 1' n the a 
t U' ch at ·.he midto . n Harvard •···-lub, bu n , t · n a hurr , ··. , "e -chatted for a whi ,e 
011 the . p , . i u · id~lk at the corner of Central . 1 k. Am ng oth .. r things I learned 
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lhi · phot .. ,,-as giv,en t . Virginia Dan icl · n by Ric ard · ench fi r public di pJ 1,, Here i · th · dope on 
thi pictu r,e,'' tench v !Tot • ' [ lik it first of ~u because u~ re J. m in a typica q uizzkaJ haLf-disgustfd 
mood,. in a posiUon wh re no one can « me:) · · h, la tr \.. of a da sroom at Yale wher somethin,g "~ 
be .. :ng . · d th t · 1 n)t · .ittin,g weU, obvi u l1y , , F I ik j · b - a . e it w t ke·n by Bu.· ,e . oo.k .. . a ma t _ r 
photo · raph r:J 
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hat -.-ck Fr,eo .h whom I kne ·. _· mu -h bett _·r than El Forbe - at ',_hat t~m, · .--haired th 
Vi~ ting ·01nmittee o,., the · arvard ·usic Dep., rtn1en . . e had heard from El about 
my rep · __ - t -,, - the ibrary and ,w. a_ppall -d whe- he 6 ·und out that the ----·•·rm ic Librar --.>s 
budget (the Librar -,-wa --_-it the tim , an int . gral part of th.1€' -· u -ic Department) had been 
rather signi ,cant y cut n 1 --cent J ears and tha the money was spent in other ways. 

I h _ ·d by no means made up my mind about HarvardJ-s invi ation. but Dick,s position 
,;vas very dear r--egardles of ha evef' de·cLion I would make.: th.e, ibrary:· acquisition 
budget had to be fixed and -tabilized. Therefore he decided , ore or less irnmediat I _-
to put up a challenge fund of $40~0,oo to b m tched by the Dean of the Facult} of 
Arts & --ci-nces; __ , ~s w y · · enry Ro~_ov-ky, then D1ean oft -1e acuity, becan1 dir,ectl 
a1 . are of the problem-a fa· ly small probl -_ m compar d o ott · ers · acing ·th _ Facu~ty~ 
_. --·: e1thele -s~ Henry took i se iou ly and. insist,d on a :horoua_h revi,ew of the --ituation 
when I joined the Music .-'epa tment. Th- r .- -. t is 'hi tory. TI1e r,eview ·:_O.rnmitt, · 
which 1 chaired a -d wh]ch a so invo]ved an outside consultant~ Ruth Wat .. n be of the 
Sibley ---_ -u -ic Library of · he astman Schoo],of Musj_,c, recom 1 1!e 1ded tbe admin~_tn1tiv · 
-eparation ,, - ,he Mus~1c .ibrary fro1n the· D1ep • rtmen and ~ts full integrab n into the 
Harvard . one 1e "brary- -_-move that wa . swiftl _ ex c · t,ed, and ,w 11 in tin1e ti r th 
appoin ment of ---ichael Ochs a~, then -w librarbm. 

Di k French had _ et the wh el· in motion that ,clearly dlefi 1ed the L' · ,rary' · utur , 
cour e, but h also kept. an eye o 1 further dev ~lop. ---, .:nts O ven after he · ad •-_-mp! ted 
h~· te1m. on th .·i itin _ Committee-. ,Qne ofth pr , ··-::ct- in --hkh he took a . immen . 
· nt · rest ·wa, --th.e exp an .-.io· a , d renov ition of the Isham Library _ ur ·_ pecial coHec 1 .ns 
un· t~ H r membe, ,.ed · rom l1 L o-wn coH ge y -:ar --it p thbr ,eal ing if mode t I_-_- ginning-, 
at Harvard) Memorial C · ur ,d1 a , - c Uec 'i , n of phot . cop·'_e o,f p1r~ a y ou 
of hi to ,-jcal organ mt sic.. fter , orld ·wa I the _am Li rary guicldy grew in o 
tl ,e la g t a cad . , -, · - i r, film - Uection of n1.u ical -ur - · n a . id , . -pectru.m of 
hi torical r -· ---rtoir , .. fir t , it I an . 1 · ,, p,, ,a, is --n _pre -1600 mate .ials --nd · rentual y 

panding br , ad].y into la r period Th ,c llec w n became a -ub-depar ;, - t of the 
-_--; u -ic Li __ rar · in 1972 and received an urg -ntly n , ded upgrade of its fa.cili t __ s in the 
a -1y 9-,g·.-o -.. f . . . " 

-ick Fr ch dbd not hav, - to b per uaded that d ,e ham Lib:r. r played an 
ilnportant part in the -cholarly Ii es o·, ou , musicology faculty and •. tudents, so he 
-uidd __ decided to put up the balk o'. the .funds necessary to coni ert Isham into w 1at at 
the time ,c . ·11ld be call d a stat -of-the --art faca~ty~ He tr 1emendously e· ,1joyed watching 
our gradmt - , tudent } enthn --•~a tic respo, ··e to a con1p]1, te-~y .refurbished fa,c·li 
--ith ,comfortable ,~ork ~tati · n :~ nfr n1lcrofi[m readers,, and reader-print, · He n, 
L-', enj1oyed walking p,roudly into th - n ~w I ham Lib:rar through a newly created 
exhl bition gall -"Y1 ap_prop:. iate~y named after the p,rincipal donor> for h _ h ,d , ~wa,-s 
_ tr ngly advo . ited, that tl e hb - : should -_ .. "ate a m . re in if n.,g at 1 · osphere in ord r 
to attract tud _ nt and -to ~ts great _ 1riety -,r rich , 
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· .. er . 1 · u · . s ful .-" mpletion ,,i ·the I ·h ·m proj,ect D1 k . t~ s ed. that he was less 
1 nte . e-ted in the brick and .i" 1 · r · 1r . ~d ~, of th .. Library, • future than in he wel -be~ n.. ·. 
and · 1deq u- t · upport of it .; taff a · d pr nc I pal patron ·. This l · .. d o ·_ wo extraordinary 
glft .· fir t, a pri·z fiJ]. wJnp ~. ur mot ded·cated and ac ·, mpHshed d.oct, ·tudent 
tha . would beco,m.e a· , ila ble aft," r his h fet 1me; sec· ·•11 • • d an en.do . ed chair for the music 
Ii:· rarian . hat would b come effectiv . in 1988. He ,va ., oertainly aware o.f :he fa t that he 
ther 1e ·,y 1nit1a-ed I .e first en · '\!\red mus.i" 1i rarianship in the world and he · ery ma.1_h 
hoped that it would ·-.end a · .~g;nal. 10 ·hi . effect H ·rvard or,ganized in 1989 a • mposium 
ln ceie · raUon oft e Richard ~. Fr nch .Mu~ 1 · Llb:rarianshlp that deliberately put the 
·potHght 011 the r Je o m .:c libraries in nouri hing n1u ical · ch la1: hi .. 

None .· 1 u. ho\vever~ w,ere prepared or th , final gift that n1ade ·. ·•ck rench the 
gr,eate ,t benefactor of ti e· da Kuhn Loeb .... usic Library in it , first half century~ His · .. ill 
sp . ~fi.ed that that the bulk of his es:tat. would b : dd . d to the Richard F Pre 1 1 ch Library 
Fund he had e. tabUshed. near y t 11 ty year be ore hi . d ath in May 2001~ 1,e 11,ce. at the 
end of fi cal 2005 the und , t · od. at we-- o er 6 millio · - an e.xtraonhnary legacy 
mad · b, an exJraor'dina1 y friend o 1, a · · a.rd~ who .e · pil rit ,of g,en.erosity enriched 1t . 
Musi , D .· pa ·· n1,ent and ·. usic · ·brary in perpe ui . 

Afte Die~ - death on May 8~ 2001 a let ·er address,ed to 1ne w:as :6 ·lll d. on 11~ de ·k~ 
insid · an uns al,ed and _ta1:nped ,env,eloP'e. e le e'.r of a · ry p r onal nature r,ead , t 
the end}. "You may hav,. heard already that · y comp an·· on of 50 y ars,. Jtrl MiHer~ has 
pancr ati .-cancer ,and is. dying slowl - probably 3-4 weeks mar , ·. It i: · not ah ppy tilne 
nor asy for m 1e· .. ~» The l,etterJ dated ·, 1 prf ,. two days b Eo.r D1ick. w ut to Ya_ · 1 ew 
I' aven o p"'tal~ neve- . ·· • re · urn, 1 ep. e • ent . a wonderful testimon] ,id of : ck)s. cha · ,cter. 
'irst,. it show , tha: . h _ not realizing that hi ·, o · n da. · ·. wer · numb . r, d as " ,ell, was 

pr· marily ,conc ,erned about others . . ·· · . . ond, heap ·arent y d dn ~t post - e etter b .. cau .. e 
of a · inad · ertent mistypi · of n1. .nam, · · ,on the en.v:elope1 · c·wo . lf -he al wa -. wanted 
thtngs to be ight And o. oour e, he clearl kn w th -t what he 1 d . done about the 
Ha · ·d Libraty fo · him ·wa . the right th ·11 · g to do~ 
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