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Swift's Cadenus afld Vanessa 

IT is ,vcll kno\\'rl that in the spring 
and snn1mer of 1726 Cndenus 1111d 

l7 aucs.~a app~ared in various cdj-
tion~i both in l}ub1in and in London. 1 

It has been observed 2 that the text 
"\\'as derjvcd f ron.1 t\VO nrn.nn~cripts, 
chiefly differing in the al,~enccl or 
pres enc el of the ten r n v stic:1 ll scl f-
a cc u sn to ry lines tO\Vards rthc end, be-

+ • 
gn1rnng: 

llll t ,v hat .i;;ucccs.~ \ 7 aness:1 met 
Is to th~ \\'orl<l a secret yet. 

In the course of a recent reexamjna-
rjon of Aiiscellfn1ea. Tu TrLVo T-T oluuws 
(London~ 1717) ,3 it occL1rrcd to the 
present ,..;.rritcr that the separate \:Var-
ner edition of Cadenus nud Vanessa 
and the same piece j nc]urlecl in \.i ol-
un1 c I of the 1l1iscella11ea rnight., ,vith 
va rfa ti ons, ha -v e b et:n pr~ nted f rm n L h c 
same type-~etting. Ilecause I-Iar,r:3.rd fal 
a~ far ns is kno\vn, the only Hbrary 
,vhere both editions :ire to be found 
togethcrl a 1·cquesr for a direct con1~ 
p:1rison ,vas a.d d rcssed there 1 together 
~\rith some bib1iographica l details fton1 
the "\\Titer's u-wn t.::opy of the A1isccl-
ln11ea. l~he comparison has proved the 
supposition to be correct; broken or 
incorrect font, stars and dashes 1 head-
and tai]picces are exactly the sa1ne in 
the t\\'O printings. 4 

:i. See H :.1rnlcl 1 V illl am.s~ Tb e r o OJJi of 
Jo11t1tlrnn S'l~ift (Oxford, 1937), p. 083; 
H Tc crin k~ A lJ t bli rJ grapb J of J {}nat h iln 
S•wift (The H ague1 1937 )1 No. 657~ t:[C. ",1: :r. ll' . - 'I l L:,lm~1 op. Cit.~ p. 685. 

,:;; ·1· . k · ,-.: eerm ~. op. Clf.'t ~...., o. l4. 
4. The wri1cr "·ishes to tender his best 

tl~anks to Dr "\V. H. nondt of th~ 1-Iougbton 
Lchr.rrry,. ;1nrl to ~1r G. ,"\V. Cottrell] Jr 1 fo~ 

The lVfrncr edition, ,vhich is of 
great rarity, cnllates as fo1lo,vs: 

CAl)El\tUS I AJ\TD / TT Al'-lP.SSA, I A 
/ J .. A \V CASE. / - / By Dean S\a;nFT, I 
- I [ornarncot] / - / LOl'•ilDON: I 
Printed for T. ,VAra-.·Ert in Pllter- I 
f\l o st er-R D'tl'. 1\-1.o cc.n1,Tr, 
I i. mo 1n sixes. 
A (fir~t leaf prcsun1ahly bbn"k:) CG1 * 2, 
[ 1~1 ] 1 presumably blank; [3], title.; [4-L 

hhlnk; 5-36, Cadenus ~.nd \ 7 ancssa; [ 3 7 J, 
Cfavi~) l 38], A Rebus~ [ 3y--40], The 
A 1~s,\Tc r. 

Co pies: T-1 nTard Co]] ege Library I Clark 
1\1 cn1or fo.l Li bra ry (Loth lacking A 1 ) • 

Tn A1 iscf!l!anenl ,r olLunc Tl the poem 
is_ printed on pages 88-r 19 (T:n.T~L6r)t 
that is 3 2 pages. The htadlines nrc 

= 
1P O Ei'VI S on' on the \•e rs os, 'SEVEML 

OccASI o:r-.~s.' on the rectos. Si gna tu res 
occur on page 89 (I 3 ), pages 97 J 99, . 
l o 1 ( K, K 2, 1( 3 ) , pa gcs I 09., I 1 r 1 1 1 3 
(L, L2, L 3). Page SS has the title 
'Cndenus- and JT ancr.ra, / A / l .. A \V 
CASE. I - I By Dean S,v1vr. / ~'. 
Page 1 19 hns an ornamental tnilpiccc, 
and the catch,vord 1Blt.EllT.t 

J n the \\' nrner edition there arc also 
3 2 pnges of tcxtl numbered 5~3 6. nut 
the text appearing on the versos in 
.A.1 iscellauea appenrs on the rectos .in 
the VVarner editjon, and vice vcrs..i. 
The headlines are ~CADENus and \TAN-

1:SsA,' on the versos 1 'A LA"' CAsET~ on 
the rectos, except on the nvo versos 
pages 6 Rnd 36, ,vhich re'.ld 'CAnF:Nus 
and \ 1ANF.SSA., &c.' Sign:1nues occur 
on page 5 ( A 3 ) pages , 3 1 1 5, 1 7 (Ill 
ll2., ll 3) pages 2 5, 2 7, 29 ( cl Ci, C3 )~ 

co ope rrnion in c ff ccti ng the comparison I and 
for oth1..~r aiJ ::1.nd suggestions. 
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pn.ge [ 37] ( :1). The h~adlines do not 
extend into sign~ture ;; . Page 5 has 
the san1e tjcle as that on page 88 of 
.A1iscellauea! \T olume I, but 'By Derin 
SvnFTa, is not present. Page 36 has 
~Fll\11S.' bcnvcen the Last line of the 
text and the tailpiece; there is no catch-
,vord~ 

Colnparfoon of the text has revealed 
the f ollo,ving differences (1\1 = il1 is-
cel/11nea, \:\l .!;::: \l/a.rner): 

~·I, p. 92, l 9: ~t~r ~ftcr 'Ovhr~ ,v~ p. 9, 
L 9: star af tcr 'Second' 

h·t p. 921 footnote: $ Art of Love., \:\T,. p. 
91 footnote: • Of /Ji1 Art of Love. 

Slight though they he, ic: may be rtr-
gued that these t\vo alterations arc in1-
provct1lcnts of 1:V on i\.1i and that 
therefore l\1 prcccd cd W. 

The ,,,arner edirion has the Clavis~ 
the Rebus, and the Answer nddeda 
The r,,·o last-n1cntjoncd pieces also 
occur in A 1 isce/ln.nert, \ 1 olumc II~ pages 
7 6-7 8. Exa n1i n ti on has sho-\vn that 
the A1 is c el I a JJ en and \~l :irncr pr j n tings 
of these nvo pieces arc fro1n the s-amc 
type-setting ( the san1e ornaments 1 the 
sa1n c broken or i ncor rcct font) t ,vi th 
al te ra ti on s in the text~ and presence 
or absenc..:e of page nurnbers 1 and of 
catch,,•ord on the ]ast page. 

j\1oreover~ the Reints and Anr-wer 
\\'ere pdntcd sep~r~tely as a folio half-
shcct, no date, no place.~ It is to be 
regretted that, though on internal evi-
dence (the reference to the Dcan:ts 

. loss of jnflucncc in the. pnl itical 
,vorld) iVlr ,vntiams plausibly ascribes 
the co1J1position uf the text of the fo1io 
half-sheet to sotne tin)e bet,veen 1714 
and 17 20, the date of its printing can-
not be fixed "~ith nbsolute certainty. 

15 Copy in the Hu11tinglon Library~ Cf. 
1Yjlli~1ns, op. cit., pp~ 715-717; Tecdnk 1 op. 
cit., No. 6p. 

The catalogl1e of the Gilbert Collec-
tion, Dublini say.~ that it is a DubHn 
prjnring, en. r7io. Fortun~tcly 1 ho,v-
el/er1 the tides and the f ootnotcs to 
th·c Rebur, togeth[;r "\1i:ith the Cla·vis 
to Cadenus nnd v· anessa, \\•hjch 2p-
pears only in the "\Varner edition, 
provide some clue (F = folio half-
shcct, .i\1 = Afiscelianca, W :..':: ,:\l ar~ 
ner)! 

F 
title: ... \\Tritten hy a LA.n1:."', On 1"hc 

Re,T. D---n S- --~t. 
no f o otn otc tn 'LAns'i.·, nor any for sa-

1 u tio n of riddle 
1\·1 

title: a • 0 'Ji 1 )ean. S\v·if t. Ry ,r AN ESSA ... 

f ootnotc to ,·v AN ESSA i: - 1\1 t:i. Van 
Ilou1rigb. 

footnotes for so111tion of riddle: ·r Jo. 
§ 1·,l athrn1. + Sil.vi[ t, 

w 
Clavi:s 

CADE.Nus, j.c~ Decanus reversed~ mi~ 
glice a Dc::an. 

V.:-,NF~SAi A C,:nupot,11d fronz tbe 
Nan1e of Airs. Hester Van T-lo[n-
rjgh ...... 

Re-bus 
title; .... on De.rm Swift. Ry a 
foot [ln te to 'L11d }1 l :tj, \TA NESSA~ 

footnotes for so]ution of riddle; ( the 
smnc as l\·1) 

Here "\\1c find a c1irnax in the idcnti-
fi(..:atjon of the n~n1es nf the partic.~ 
concerned, and in the explanation of 
the riddle itselfi from· ,-vhich it is 
clear that F and ,,, are the extrcn1cs., 
,vhile J\iJ lies in benvccn .. lt is, n1orc-
over, unlikely that the Clnvis, after 
ha 1.Ting b ccn first printed in ,,,, shnuld 
have been dropped aga1n in ~1 aftcr-
\Vards. The e\Tjdencc suggests, there~ 
forei that the order F, J\1, ,vis the cor-
rect one; and also that the person re-
sponsible for the \~l :arnc.r version had 
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bot~ F and 1\1 at his disposal ,vhen he 
niade his final emendations. · 

This vje,v is corroborated by the 
fo1Io·wing varjants: · 

Rebus 
F,, ]. :i: And let the first of jt,. be only 

apply'd 
/\it L 2: And be the first Syllab]e only 

apply'd, 
,v! l. 2: ( the same as l'\.1) 
F, fast line '''hen his Frlr.nds ,,•=:.nt his 

A id i or Desert is in need. 
l\15 fast line: (practicaHy the san1c as 

F). 
\V~ fost Hne: \\ 1herc lF t1nt or ]Jesert 

of his Aid stand in need. 
( \=V hen co 111 p;i red ,vj th F s nd !VI it 
appears th-at this line has purposely 
bee El a ltercd in , V so -as to become 
practic8lly identical ,vith the Jast Jinc 
but one of the A11s,wcr.) 

A 11 S--4!.-1e r 
Fi 1. 3 : "\ Vhich th us sh c \vill Venture 

profusely to throwt 
i\1, 1. 3: Which she. in FroHck has 

vcntur'd to .sho,:v, 
, V • 1. 3 : (the s,1 n1e 4lS J\,f) 
F, 11. 13~14: By reading this Ttifi(},, I 

quickly began 
To find her a great rVitti 

but the Dean 1:1 snla 1 l r,. 1 an. 
1\1., 11. l 3-r 4; practicaHy the sa1nc ~s 

F) 
l~.1", 11. l 3-14: ( this ·weak couplet has 

b ccn omitted ) 
F, 1. l 6: /\.1antuas 
J\1~ ]. 16: AI antenus ''"'! l. r 4: C/:gmzbers (jn correspond-

ence r1 nd contra st ,vi th iGarret l in 
the prec~d •ng line) 

F1 1. l9: Thus much for the V crse, ,ve 
proceed to th~ nex ½ 

l\1t L 19: (practica11y the sain~ as F) 
\Vt L 17: So 1nuch for the ,Terse; hut 

proceed \Ve the next 

Ft lJ. 21-24: (These DNo couplets are 
pr~ cticaU y the s-ame in 1\1. In ,v 

they re aiso largely the sam c~ but 
their order has been reversed., 11. 2 1 

z:2, I9""":20.) 

F, ]. :24: H:lVC p1.1t 
~i, L 24: (the same as F) 
lV, 1. i2: Has knock,,d 

Though this cv] denc e is not very ex-
tc.nsi vei it may be thought s,1fficient to · 
prffvc th at in the Re hll s and A us,u}e r, 
apart from slight differences of 1n1nc~ 
tl.:tation, .spellingi and capitn.liz:1tjon;t 
both l\1 and \1/ sho,v exan1plc.s of 
'edidng.' But it n1so appears that in 
most of the lines quoted ab o ,Tc this 
'editing) goes further jn \V than in 
j\ -i 1 , 1.rhich suggests that \V is Jater 
than l\1, for it is n1ost unlikely that 
Curll or his 'editor5 should ha,'e nm.de 
a I tera tio ns .first (in \ :V), and then ,re-
vert·e d to the origin a I ren clings al most 
innnc<liately after ( in 1\1) i e~pecially 
in n puh]ication (i.e., the Rebus and 
Answer) for 1rvhich there ,vas no· com-
pe tj ng cdi tion at that dn1c. The J act 
that 1\' has the misprint (Put' for 1Cnti 
can not a ltcr this vi e,v.1 because it nm. y 
verv ,vell be a case of dislocation and 
fauhy readjusnnent. Nor can the cir-
cun1stance thati ,vhcn F2uJkner .first 
printed these tt\'O pieces in I 746,0 he 
closely_ adhered to the F text, bear 
~ny ,veightj for S,vift ,vas. then deadt 
so that he cannot ha vc been responsi-
b 1 c for the choicc 1 =Ind Faulknees 'edi-
tor,~ ~ven supposing he kne,v the 
l\1 and \V tcxtst \-vhich n1av be doubted ,, 
- may ,vcH have pref er red the first 
printjng (F). 

In vie\v of the abo\~e the dates of 
pub]ic~tjon require correction. Grif~ . 
fith <l'1tes the Aliscellnnea 2 6 July 
1726 (advertisement in the Post 

The l f 7 OT ks of I onatban Sil.i,,ff t (Du bli n1 

1746)1 \-7111, 35,-355; ~ee Teerank1 op. cit.1 

No. 44. 
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Boy); 7 l\ 1"1Jlianls dQ.tcs the '\Varner 
edition 13 Jun~ 17 :;:6 · ( advertisement 
in the Daily Past) ,8 Since the f orn1er1 
as has been demonstrated, preeeded 
the latter, its date n1ust be fixed at 
least s 1 x \Ve cks ear lier. 

Though the sequence of the Yarious 
editions of Cadenus and Vanessa re-
quires further investigation, their order 
n1ay no,v he proYisiona lly established 
as f ollo\vs { <a' a.nd 'p1 jndicate absence 
or presence of the ten Jines): 

( [) ca. l9 Apra: Dublin! 271-6 Isle] 
( 11) 

2nd Dnhlin ed. (p) 
( 1) H) l\1Ar: Roberts (p) 

ind ed. (~) 
3rd ed. (p) 
Edin burgh ed.: Rob crts -and Ram~ 

s-ay ( P) 
(3) 19 l\1:ay: Illandforcl and Pede (a) 

2nd, 3rd!- 4th 1 5tht 6tl1t and 7th 
eds, (all p) 

(4) early June! A.fiscel/anea1 Vol. I 
(p) 

i l June! ,v·arner reissue (p) 

A fl1rthcr note may be added. An 
examination of the apparatus in YVil-
lin ms' .s e di ti on of llnd e11u s nn d Vane ss,'1 
sho,vs that the con1positor of Robcrts's 
first edition had son1e difficulty jn de-
ciphering the manuscript before him. 
The ,vriter has lntely had a_n oppor-
runity of making a thorough stlld y 
Qf S\vif es nccount-books~ for the 
greater part ,vrittcn 1 like his letter~ 
to Stella, in his ,vell-kno\vn small 
scrjbble+ 1~his study bas sho1vn that 

7 R. JI. Gri ffi th1 A le:i·Ni:l er l' ope: A i bli_ 
ography (Austint 1'ex.i 19!2 )t No. J 77 .. 

s Op. cit.! P· 683. 1 

the com pns i tor" s n1 isrc a dings in Rob-
erts' s first edj ti on are cxactl y ,v hn t 
r~ay be expected from th1s 1-t:intl of 
S,vift~s \\'riting~ Some of the most con-
spicuous misrnkes s.re: 'Druids' for 
'Prudes/ 'confuting' for 'co1nputing,' 
'1narriage' for '1nanage/ 'scan'd' for 
'nan1ed,' ~Parlouri for ~Purlieus/ 
'plcading 1 for ~plodding/ 'Complai-
sance' for c Con se gu ence 1 :i 'Il rcc<l 1 ng' 
for 'Reading/ 'Cnuse' for 'C:asd; but 
there nre se\'er:al rnorc of slighter 
portancc. Th[s has led to the conclu-
sion that Robern/s first c<lition ,,,as 
printed f rorn the orig j nal 1n:1n us crip t 
in s,.,.·if es h9nd, the :2. 72 6 OubH~1 edi-
tion from a transcript, I11uc h clearer 
( and therefore more successful in the 
result) 1 though not contnining the ten 
lines. 

A ppa re n tl y this original manuscript 
had fallen into the hands of Curll. 
But he kept himse1f jn the back~ 
gruun<l. No edition of the puern has 
his· name in the in1print. The first 
vol u n1 c of Af i sc el Inn ea as ~.veil as nvo 
of the issues of the second volume v 
have iiis book advertisements at the 
end, but the i1nprint in both volun1es 
reads: ~Printed in the Y car1 l 7 27 .' 
The ''-'arncr edition has 'Printed 
for T. "\Varner/ the Roberts editions 
'Printed: And Sold by J. l~oberts 
[ und hy Allan Ranlsny] .) There is a 
strong prcsun1ption that :1.il the.se edi-
tions ,vcrc the result of one venture~ 
Curll being the o,vner of the copy-
i"jght. 

I iERJ\fAK TEER INK 

11T . k . '-T ccr1n op. cu., no. 24~ 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume II, Number 2 (Spring
1948)

List of Co11tributors 

Afr:RTOK I'd. SEAL'ISi J nt Instn1ctor, Deparrn1ent of Eng1ish, ,,, c11esleyr College 

J{Eyr,s D~ 1\1crcALF., Professor of Bibliograph3r, Djrector of the I-Iarvard Uni-
vcrsi ry Lib re.ry, and Lil )rarj an of Harvard CoJ l ege 

I-l11"nLTON \TAUGHAK BAILi Treus;urer of the Franklin lnsdnue, PhHadelphfa.1 

IJ en nsy 1 vani a 

,::t.r1LLJA:r,,-1 Ar JAcKSOK,, Professor of BjbHography and_ Assistant Librarian of the 
Han·ard College Library in ch-argc o.f tht I-Ioughton Library 

Ronr.RT ,,, .. Lo\'trri Assistant in the I-Iarvard University Archives 

G. ,,,. CoTTRELLi J n., Editor in the Harvard U ni--versjcy Library 

ADRTA~A R. SALRi\·t, Departn1ent of Printing and Graphic Arts, Hnrvard Uni~ 
vcrsity 

\ 11N"TOl'-r A. DEARING., Cntalogue J)epartrnenti Houghton Library~ I-I:irvnrd Uni-
+ vers1ty 

Hg R r-.1A 1'i-T 1::.EJU:-{K, Arnh cn1i N ct hcrlands 

FnF.1) N. Ro1~rNsoN, Gurney Professor of English Literature, En1erin1s~ Harvard 
lJ n j v en-;~ ty 

TAYLOR STARCR, Professor of Gern1an, Har\~ard Univcrsity-

RuTn A. SANnORNt Aviation C0Hecdon 1 Library of the Graduate School of 
Busi n c.ss A <l minis. tra ti on, Harvard Uni ,T e1·s icy 

-274 


