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Swift's Cadenus and Vanessa

T is well known that in the spring
and summer of 1926 Cadenus and
Vanessa appeared in various cdi-
tions, both in Dublin and in London?
It has been observed? that the text
was derived from two manuseripts,
chiefly differing in the absence, or
presence, of the ten mystical, sclf-
accusatory lines towards the cnd, be-

ginning:

But what success Vanessz et
Is to the world a sccret yet.

In the course of a recent reexamina-
tion of Miscellanea. In Tawo Volinnes
(London, 1727),® it occurred to the
present weriter that the separatc War-
ner cdition of Cadenis aud Vanessa
and the same piece included in Vol-
umc 1 of the AMiscellanea might, with
variations, have been printed from (he
same type-setting. Decause Harvard is,
as far as is known, the only library
where both editions arc to be found
topether, a request for a direct com-
parison was addressed there, together
with somc bibliographical details from
the writer's own vopy of the Afiscel-
lameq. The comparison has provcd the
supposition t¢ be correct; broken or
incorrect font, stars and dashes, head-
and ctailpicces are exactly the same in
the two printings.*

185ee Harald Williams, The Toews of
Jonathan Sawift (Osford, 1937), p. 683!
H. Tecrink, 4 Dibliograpbhy of Jonathan
Saift (The Hague, 1937), No. 657, ctc.

“Williams, op. cit., p. 685.

*Teerink, op. cif,, No. 24.

*The writer wishes to tender his Dbest
thanks to Dr V. K. Bond, of the [{oughton
Library, and to Mr G.. V. Cottrell, Jr, for

The Werner edition, which is of
great ratity, collates as follows:

CADENUS /7 AND / VANFSSA, / A

/ LAY CASE. / — / By Dean Swrrr, /

— / [ornamcot] / — / LONDON: /

Printed for T. Warner in Pater- /

Noster-Row. DM.pco.xxvr,

121N0 1N Sixes.

A (first leal presumably blank) — C8, «2,

[1-2], presumably hlanlg [3], title; [4],
blanlk; s—36, Cadenus and Vanessa; [37],
Clavis; [38], A Rebus; [3y—40], The
Answer,

Copics: TTarvard College Library, Clark
Memorial Library (both lacking Ax).

Tn AMiscellanea, Volume T, the poem
is printed on pagces 88-119 (T2v-L.67),
that is 32 pages. The headlines arc

“POEMS o7’ on the versos, ‘SEVERAL

Qccastons,” on the rectos. Signaturcs
occur on page 89 (I3), pages 97, 99, .
101 (K, Kz, K3), pages 109, 111, 113
(L, L2, L3). Page 88 has the title
‘Cadenus and Vanessa, / A / LAW
CASE. / — / By Dean Swwrr, / —.
Pagc 119 has an ornamental tailpiece,
and the catchword ‘BRENT.

In the Warner edition there are also
32 pages of text, numbered 5-36. But
the text appearing on the versos in
Miscellarea appears on the rectes in
the Warner edition, and vice versa.
The headlines are ‘CapeEnus and Vax-
Lssa,” on the versos, ‘A Law Case.” on
the rectos, except on the two versos
pages 6 and 36, which read ‘CanrNus
and VANESsa, e’ Signatures occur
on page 5 (A3), pages 13, 15, 17 (B,
B2, B3), pages 25, 27, 20 (G, Cz, C3),

cooperation in c¢fecting the comparison, and
for other aid and suggestions.



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume I, Number 2 (Spring

1948)

Notes : 255§

page [37] {%). The headlines do not
extend into signzture ». Pape g has
the same title as that on page 88 of
Miscellaitea, Volume I, but ‘By Dean
SwIFT. is not present. Page 36 has
‘FINIS. berween the last line of the
text and the tailpiece; there is no catch-
word.

Comparison of the text has revealed
the following differences (M = Afis-
cellmica, W = Warner);

M, p. 92, L. 9: star after ‘Ovid’; W, p. o,
L. ¢: star afrer ‘Second’

M, p. 92, footnote: *Arz of Lowve.; W, p.
9, foatnote: *OQf his Arr of Love.

Slight though they be, it may be ar-
gued that these two alterations arc im-
provements of W on M, and that
therefore M preceded W,

The Warner edition has the Ciawis,
the Rebus, and the Auswer added.
The two last-mentioned picces also
occur in Miscellanes, Volume I, pages
76-48. Lxamination has shown that
the Miscelfaner and Warner printings
of these two pieces are from the same
type-sciting (the same ornaments, the
samc broken or incorrect font), with
alterations in the text, and presence
or absence of page numbers, and of
catchword on the last page,

Moreover, the Rebus and Answer
were printed separately as a folio half-
sheet, no date, no place.” It is to be
regretted chat, though on internal cvi-
dence {the reference to the Dcau’s

.loss of influcnce in  the political

world) Mr Williams plausibly ascribes
the composition of the text of the folio
half-sheet to some time between 1714
and 1720, the date of its printing can-
not be fixed with abselute cercainty.

*Copy in the Huntington Library. Ci.
Willizins, op. cit., pp. 715-717; Teerink, op.
cit,, No, 632,

The catalogue of the Gilbert Collec-
tion, Dublin, says that it is a Dublin
printing, ¢4. 17zo. Fortunatcly, how-
ever, the titles and the footnotcs to
the Rebus, together with the Clavis
to Cadenus and Vanessa, which ap-
pears only in the Warner cdition,
provide some clue (¥ = folio half-
sheet, M = Miscellanea, W = War-
ner):

r
ritle: . . ., Written by a Lany, On The
Rev. D---n §----¢.
no footnote to ‘Lanvy,’ nor any for so-
lution of riddle
M
title: ., , on Dean Swift, Ry VAanessa.*
footnote to ‘Vawessa: *Mrs. Van
Hommigh.
foornotes for solution of riddle: + feo.
§ Nathan. § Swift,
W
Clavis
CapeNus, i.e. Decanns reversed, an-
glice a Dcan,
Vanrsss, A Componnd frov: the
Nawme of Adrs. Hester Van Hom-
rich , . .
Rebus
title; ... on Dean Swife. By o Lady.*
footnote to ‘Lady’s *VaNgssa.
footnotes for solution of riddle: (the
same as A)

Here we find a climax in the identi-
fication of the names of the partics
concerned, and in the explanation of
the riddle itself, from which it is
clear that I and W are the cxtremes,
while M lies in between. It is, more-
over, unlikely that the Clavis, aftec
having been first printed in W, should
have been dropped again in M afrer-
wards. The evidence suggests, there-
fore, that the order F, M, W is the cor-
rect one; and also that the person re-
sponsihle for the Warner version had
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both F and M at his disposal when he
made his final emendations.

This view js corraborated by the
following variants:

Rebus

F, 1 2: And let thc first of it, be anly
apply'd

Ad, L. 2: And be the first Syllab]e only
apply’d,

W, 1. 2: (the same as A)

E, last line: When his Friends want his
Aid, or Desert is in need.

M, last line: (practcally the samc as
F}.

W, last line: Where H’amt or Deser:
of his Aid stand in need,
(When compared with F and M it
appears that this line has purposely
been altercd in W so as to become
practically identical with che last Jine
but onc of the Answer.)

Answer
F, 1. 3: Which thus she will Venture
profusely to throw,
M, L 3: Which she in a Frolick has
ventue'd to show,
W, L 3: (the same as M)

I, 1L 13-14: By reading this Trifle, §

quickly began
To find her a great Wiz,

but the Dean a small Man.

M, 1. 13-14; practcally the same as
F)

W, I, r3—14: (this weak couplet has
been omitted)

I, 1. 16: Mantuas

M, 1. 16: Manteaus

W, I 14: Chambers (in correspond-
ence and contrast with ‘Garrets’ in
the preceding line)

T, 1. 19: Thus much for the Verse, we
proceed to the next,

M, L 19: (practically the same as F)

W, 1. 17: So much for the Verse, but
proceed we the next

T, 1. 21—24: (These two couplets are
practically the same in M, In W

they are also largely the same, but
their order has been reversed, M. 21—

22, T19=20.)

F, . 24: Have put
M, L 24; (the same as F)
W, L. 22: Has knock’d

Though this cvidence is not very ex-
tensive, it may be thought sufficient to
prove that in the Rebus and Ansaver,
apart {rom slight dificrences of punc-
tuation, spelling, and capitalization,
both M and W show examples of
‘editing.” But it also appears that in
most of the lines quoted above this
‘editing’ goes further in W than in
M, which suggests chat W is Jater
than M, for it i§ most unlikely that
Curll or his ‘editar’ should have made
alterations first (in W), and then.re-
verted to the original readings almost
immediately after (in M), especially
in a publication (i.e, the Refus and
Answer) for which there was no com-
peting cdition at thar time. The fact
that W has the mispriat ‘Put’ for ‘Cut’
cannot alcer this view, because it may
very well be a case of dislocation and
faulty readjustment, Nor can the cir-
cumstance that, when Faulkner first
printed these two pieces in 1746,% he
closely adhcred to the I text, bear
any weight; for Swift was then dead,
so that he cannot have been responsi-
ble for the choice, and Faulkner's ‘edi-
tor' —even supposing he knew the
M and W texts, which may be doubited
—may well have preferred the first
printing (F).

In view of the above the dates of
publication require corrcction, Grif-
fith dates the AMiscellanen 26 July

- 1726 (advertisement in the Post

*The Works of Jounarhan Stwift (Dubkin,
1746), VIII, 353-155; see Teerink, op. c¢ir,

No. 44.



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume I, Number 2 (Spring

1948)

Notes 257

Boy);* Williams dates the Warner
edition 13 June 1726' (advertisement
in the Daily Post).® Since the former,
as has been demonstrated, preceded
the latter, its date must be fixed at
least six wecks earlier.

Though the sequence of the various
editions of Cadenus and Vanessa re-
quires further investigation, their order
may now be provisionally established
as follows (‘a” and ‘p’ indicate absence
or presence of the ten lines):

(1) ea. 19 April: Dablin, 2726 [sic]
(a)
and Dublin ed. (p)
(2) 19 May: Roberts (p)
and ed, (a)
ard ed, (p)
Edinburgh ed.: Roberts and Ram-
say (p)
(3) 190 May: Blandford and Pecle (2)
and, 3rd, gth, sth, 6th, and #7th
eds. (all p)
(4) cacly June: Afiscelfanes, Vol. 1

(p)

13 June: Warner reissue (p)

A further note may be added. An
examination of the apparatus in Wil-
Liams’s edivion of Cadenus and Vanessa
shows that the compositor of Roberts’s
first cdition had some difficulty in de-
ciphcring the manuscript before him.
The writer has lately had an oppor-
tunity of making a thorough study
of Swift’s account-books, for the
oreatcr part wiitten, like his letters
to Stella, in his well-known small
scribble, ‘This study has shown that

“R. I1. Griffith, Alexander Pope: A Bibli..
ography (Austln, Tex, 19'2), No, 177,
*QOp, e, p. 683.

the compositor’s misrcadings in Rob-
erts'’s first edition are cxactly what
may be cxpected from this kind of
Swift's writing. Some of the most con-
spicuous mistakes are; ‘Druids’ for
‘Prudes,’ ‘confuting’ for ‘computing,’
‘marriage’ for ‘manage,” ‘scan’d’ for
‘named,” ‘Parlomrs’ for ‘Purlieus,’
‘pleading” for ‘pledding,’ ‘Complai-
sance’ for ‘Consequence,’ ‘Breeding’
for ‘Reading,” ‘Cause’ for ‘Casc’; but
there are several more of slighter im-
portance. This has led to the conclu-

. sion that Roberts’s first edition ywas

printed from the original manuscript
in Swift’s hand, the 2726 Dublin cdi-
tion from a transcript, much clearer
{and therefore more successful in the
result), thouph not containing the ten
lincs.

Apparently this original manuscript
had fallen into the hands of Curil,
But he kept himself in the back-
ground. No edition of the pvem has
his' name in the imprint. The first
volume of AMiscellanes as well as two
of the issues of the second volume?®
have his book advertisements at the
end, but the imprint in both volumes
rcads: ‘Printed in the Ycar, 1927’
The Warner edition has ‘Printed
for T. Warner,” the Roberts cditions
Printed: And Sold by J. Roberts
Jand by Allan Ramsay].” There is a
strong presumption that all these edi-
tions were the result of one venture,
Curll being the owner of the copy-
rwht

Herniax TEERINK

® Teerink, ap. ¢it., No. 24.



List of Contributors

Mertox M. Seavts, Jr, Instructor, Department of English, Wellesley CoIlcgE:

Keves D. Mcrcarr, Professor of Bibliography, Director of che ITarvard Uni-
versity Library, and Librarian of Harvard College

Haanieton Vauenan Baw, Treasurer of the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

WiLLiAM A. Jacksow, Professor of Bibliopraphy and Assistant Librarian of the
Harvard College Library in charge of the IHoughton Library

Raorer W, Laverr, Assistant in the Harvard University Archives
G. W. CorTtreL, Jr, Editor in the Harvard University Library

Apriaxa R. Sstent, Department of Printing and Graphic Arts, Harvard Uni-
versity

Vixton A. DeariNG, Catalogue Department, Houghton Library, Tlarvard Uni-
VEISity

Heraan Teering, Arnhem, Ncetherlands

Fxen N, Rounmnvsor, Gurney Professor of English Literature, Emeritus, Harvard
University

Tavror Starcr, Professor of German, Harvard University

Rur A. Sanreern, Aviation Collection, Library of the Graduate School of
Busincss Administration, Harvard University

274

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume I, Number 2 (Spring
1948)



