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Three Diderot Letters, and Les 
Eleutl1eromanes 

HE four autograph 1nanuscripts of Diderot here published 
form part of the collection of Professor and l\1rs Raphael 
Salem ,vhich ,vas placed on deposit in the Harvard College 
Library in 1945. Three of the four manuscripts.- letters 

to Marn1ontcl, Voltaire, and Augustin de Saint-Aubin - are published 
for the first tin1e; the fourth 1nanuscrjpt, of Diderot's poem Les Eleu-
theromanes, is here printed for reasons ,vhich wjJJ be set forth below. 
A manuscript of· Les ·Eleutbero1na11es in the Fonds \T andcul has pro-
vided variants for· the present ·publication.1 

The letters no,v first pn bl ishcd have been arranged chronologically. 
LE'I,'ER TO !\1ARl\10NTEL 

There ~s no direct indication in the f 0110\v ing letter of the person 
to whon1 it ,vas addressed. It is, ho,vever1 not difficult to identify the 
addressee, since he ,vrotc~ as the text of the letter sho,vs, the articles 
~Grand" and ,(Grandeurt for the Encyclopedie. A list of contributors 
in the seventh volun1e of the E11cyclopedie, ,vhere these articles ap-
pcaredt attributes the items .cGrand ( l\1orale)., and 'Grandeur ( Mora]e) ' 
to MarmontcL 

Assczat and Tourneux observct in the second appendix to their edi-
. tion of Diderot's \Vorks/? that there must have existed a huge corre-
spondence bet,veen Diderot and the numerous contributors of the 
Ency clopedie. The cd itors sought to locate these letters, but unf ortu-
nately failed. The letter ,vhich is published here~ and which js men-
tioned in Cham va y' s catal oguc of autograph I cttcrs, 8 offers an jntercst-
ing example of this correspondence.. It is to be hoped th at more l ctters 
of the same type ,vill be discovered. 

1. Th c tcnn Fonds V andeu l has b ccn given to the coHection of manuscript copies 
which 0jderot left to his daughtcr 1 lvlme de Vandcu]. Soc for all details my Jnven-
taire du fonds Vandcul et inedits de Diderot (Geneva, 195c ). A microfilm of the 
Fonds Vandeul manuscript of Les Eieutblroiu~nes is available it1= the Houghton 
Library. 

z Oe-uwex corupletes de DidcuJt, ed. Jules Assezat and M'rluricc Tourneux: (Paris, 
1875-77)t XX, ro~. Hereinafter ref erred to as A.-T .. 

' A.-T '>1 XX., J 06. 
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Only one passage in the letter deserves a brief con1n1ent: Didcroes 
1ncntion of lVIlle Cluiron .. The Meuzoires secrets of Ilachaun1ont con~ 
tain under the date of 21 April I 773 the follo,ving entry: 'On est fache 
qu~il [Diderot] ait bru1e unc ccrtaine J .... ettre sur rAthcisme, qu'il ·avait 
ecrite a A-1llc. Clairon; et dont -ccllc-ci, effrayee d'etTC qualificc disciple 
d'nnc pareille doctrine, exigea le sacrifice. 11 jetta le 1nanuscrit au fcu 
dcv.ant elle, 1nais on nc doute pas qu ~i] n'cn ait conserve une copie.' 
Tourncux expressed the belief that this letter existed on1y in the 
imagination of the editor of the Ale1J1oires secrets/~ In a note he eycn 
goes so far as to say: 'A aucune epoquc de .sa. vie Diderot ne parair avoir 
frcquente madcmoiseHc Oairon et ii n'cst pas trace dans ses oeuvres 
d'unc lettre OU d\1n traite philosophiquc qu'jl aurait eu la velleite de 
lui adresser; Inais trcs ccrtainement le redactcur des A1en1oires secrets 
faisait allusion au dialogue intitulc Le Reve de d'Ale~nbert,, ccrit en 1769 
et dont le manuscrit original fut dctruit, sur la priere de mademoiselle 
de Lespinasse qui s1y trouvair, a son insu, l'inrcrlocutrice de d~Alc1nbcrt 
et de Bordeu.' Tourneux then refers to an autograph letter of MHe de 
Lcspinasse to Suard in ,vhich she speaks of the incident. 

The n1anuscript collection of the Fonds \Tandeul contains an auto-
graph manuscript of the Reve de d' Alenibert, and the letter to l\1ar-
1nontel proves that Diderot kne\v l\1llc Clairon. "f ourneux' denial of 
the existence of the famous Jetter on atheism is perhaps as rash as his 
be]ief that Diderot ,vr1s not acquainted vlith l\1llc C]airon. One sl1ould 
never .exclude the possibility of the reappearance of a Diderot manu-
script. On the contrary) one must hold fast to the conviction that lost 
manuscripts ,vill be found aga.in.8 As to Diderot's enig111atic: remark 
on the service ,vhich 1\11le Clairon 1nighr render him, the vagueness of 
his language invites the n1ind to abandon itself to speculations~ 
[No address o~ any other j d enti fi ca ti on.] 7 

JJai Ju, monsieur et chcr nn1i, vos deux articles Grands ct grandeur, J e les 
trou v e penses a vec ha rd i cssc1 Ecr its av ec force er precision, et tres d ignes 
de vous. ne crnign cz point q u 'i] s v ous f assent de trac::tsseri es; ton t me p aroi t 
-sauve a mervciJlcs; ct puisi-quand ils scront Imprunes, s'il y avoit quelque 

,. -A1eu1oire; secrets pour servir a fhistoire des lettres en. F-rance {London~ i 777-89) 
V 1 300, 

I!; Diderot et Cat/Jerine ll (Parjs, 1899 )~ p. 63. 
· i Sec al so on the q ucstion of D j der ot ls a t:q ua ints. nee w frh T\-1lle Chiron my l n-

tten t aire, p. 178. 
Single sheet folded to form twn leaves; text of letter on recto of fust leaf; din1en 

sions of l~af 153 x 100 mm. 
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1.;bree Diderot Letters, and Les Elcuth ciomancs . 71 
ch osc qui nous parn t a D ~al en1 bcrt ct a 111 o i, p ou v oir Con1 prom cure votre 
rcpos on votre fortune a \·cnir, nous tfrcrjons un trait la dcssus. nous Re-
grettcr ions le mot q u e nous cfT ace ri o ns, 1na is 1 c 1n or scroit cff ac6.. ne 
manquez pas de me venir voir, I. .. a prc1nicre fois quc vous fcrcz un voyage 
ici~ il f au t a.bsol uni ent q u e J e vous vo ye; a ins i pass cz chcz n10 i ] c matin,. on 
faites moi donner nne hcurc qui vous convicnnc. J~ai mille obligations -a 
mademoiselle Clairon~ elle n1'a offcrt les en trees a la co1ncdic f rancoisc que 
Je n'ai point acceptees; n1ais jl faut quc vous lui dcmandicz pour moi antre 
chose quc J'acccptcrai volontiers ct que Jc serois bien aise de lui devoir. 
bonjour 111011 ami. Jc vous salue ct vous embrasse de tout rnon coeur. 

ce 2 3 nvril l 7 57. Diderot 
Jtoubliois de vous dire de me renvoyer Incessan1ment ces articles quc J'ai lus 
a vec attention et auxquels, ma f oi, Je ne trou ve pas un mot ni a rctranchcr .. .. n1 a aJOUter. 

LETTER ro \ 7oLTAIRE 

Didcroe's correspondence ,vith Voltaire is not very copious .. The 
t\vo 1ncn cstc em cd each other hig hi )7 , but rarcl y f cl t the ·4 esirc to cx-
c h an gc their ideas., vic\v.s, or feelings by letter. In his ,vritings Diderot 
al ,vay.s refers to the patriarch of F erney as de ,, oltaire'; o nc may see 
in this usage a sign of polite reserve and the ,vish to n1aintain a certain 
qistance. These t\VO feelings combined ,vith that of admiring respect 
are_ also noticeable jn the foHo,-ving letter. 

The letter to Voltaire is a letter of rccomn1cndation; Diderot must 
h"a;ve ,vritten many of then1. I·lo,vevcr, only a fe,v have been published 
thus far. 
A l\1 .. de Vokairc 8 

l\1onsieur 
a Paris ce 19 Juin 1776 

on croit que vous m~-a.imcz ct quc vous m,estimez~ on croit qu1un petit mot 
de 111a n1ain est une trcs bonnc rccon1n19ndation au pres de vous. J e ne 
dctrom 1' e personne, et n c ref us c cc p ctit mot q u' a Ceu x que J e ne croi.5 pas 
digne [sic] de vous cntrctcnir. n1onsieur De Limon ntest pas De Ceux 
cy.9 Je ne vous dirai pas qu1il est Intendant De ]a maison _de monsieur; 
q~\~t cc que·cela vous fa.it? mais bicn qu'il Jouit de route La confiance et 
de route IJa faveur Du prince et q1lil La n1critc. J'ajouterai qu,il est Le bien-

. 111 Single sheet fol dcd to f o rin t\VO I eaves; text of ] e tter on recto of .first leaf; d in1cn-
sio ns of leaf 167 x 1 J 2 intn. The words t A l'\'I. de V o1 ta ire' ,vcre -added by another 
hand. 

It Voltaire rccc i vcd 1.. de Limon and re piic d to Di de rot 's 1 ctte r on 1 4 August 1 77 6 
( Oeuwe.s co 111 pl~ te .s de Voltaire, ed. Lou is Mol::i n dt PariS", 18 77-8 s, L, 7c-71 ) .. 
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f aiteur ct Le protecteur De n1es en fan ts) 10 et q u "eu x. et n1 oi nous I u i av o ns 
tou te sorte d' o hligations. L, ac uei l q u e vo us f erez a Monsieur de Limon 
acquitera 11ne pnrtie de la dette que no11s avons contractce avec Lui. vous 
ne tard ercz pas u vous a pcrc evoi r quc c,. est un h omn1 e de beau coup de 
mcritc+ c"cst unc veritable pcrtc pour 1..-cs Lcttrcs qu'il a Cultivccs .avec 
succes, que Le..s Circonstances L'aient detourne a~une Carriere Dans Laquelle 
II se sero it ill u stre. il pretend q u e pass er a f ernex [ sic J , sans vou s avoir vu, 
ce seroi t passer 11. de] p hes, sans en trer Dans Le tern pl e d \i polio n; et il a rnis on. 
Bonjour, l\1onsieur ct trcs honorc patrjarchc. J'ai fait un terrible voy-age 
dcpuis que vous n'avez cntcndu parlcr de n1oi.11 Combien J'-ai cause de 
vo us a vcc un e grand c So uvcra ine 12 et q uel p la isir clle avoit -a m entendre. 

Jc s uis tou j 011 rs a vcc La m ctn c admiration ct Le mcmc Resp cct~ 
votre trcs hu.ni blc et tres obeissant serviteur 

Diderot 

LETTER 1.·o AucusTlN nE SAINT-AUBIN 

The follo,ving letter is addressed to the famous engraver Augustin 
de Saint-Aubin. The' ,vorks to ,vhich Diderot refers in his letter are 
an1ong Saint-Aubin,s n1ost celebrated~ It ,vas Augustin de Saint-Aubin 

· \vho engraved Greuze,s famous dra,ving of Diderot i11: 1766 and Van 
Loo's painting in 1794. 

The Venus A11((dyo111e11e ,vhich Diderot requests in his letter is in 
aH probability the engraving \vhich S-a.int~Aubin 1nadc of Titian's 
painting. Bocher lists in his descriptive catalogue of Saint-Aubin's 
works the various states of the engraving. 13 It ,vas first published as 
f ron rispicce of the lJissertation sur les attri buts de Venus by the abbc 
Lu Chan.14 This dissertation ,vas revie,v e d in the Corr espondttn. cc 
litteraire of March 1776; lJJ the author of the article called particular 
attention to the beautiful print of the TT enus Anadyon1ene. He also 
quoted from a ,vi tty Jetter ,v hich Voltaire ,viote to the a.bbe La Chau 

::i Did~ rot's d au gh tcr and her ]1 usban a M.. de Va ndcul. I h ::t ve not hcen -ab1c to 
find out \'\--hat services I\.1. de Litnon rendered to 0jderot's daughter and son-in-la.\\'. 

u Diderot 1s journey to St Peters.burg in 1773-74. 
:;1.! Cathe.rine I I. · · 
u En1mannel Rocher, Les gravures frm1fniser du XV11r siecle: V, A1~gustin de 

Saint-Aubin ( Paris, r 8 79) , See a]so Baron Roger Portal is and Henri B eral di, Le .r 
gT aveUT s dtl dix-Jnifrien1F s ie cl e ( Pa ri st I 8 So-81 ) ! V oL II~ 

H Parisi 1 7 76. 1 O\VC tl le rcfo rcnc c to this \VOr k i as wcl l as a n un1ber of other indi-
cations ,.v hie h I ha vc used in this intro due tton I to my friend. Professor J an Sez.nec, 
All Sou]s College~ Oxford~ 

1:; Corre-spon.d(f1].ce littirairet phifosphique et critlq!,e par G-rhmn, Rayna/, M eitter,, 
etc., cd. Ma uricc Tourneux ( Pa rist 18 77--81), · XI, :21 2 ff. 
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Three Diderot Letters, and J_,es Eleutheromanes 7 3 
on receipt of the dissertation. Voltaire like,vise expressed delight over 
the frontispiece by Saint-Aubin and com1ncntcd: 1:Votre ouvrage, 
1nonsicur, est utile et agreable. Je vous s-ais hon gre de ravoir orne de 
monu1ncnts trcs-instructifs. ,, otrc V cnus emergentc est admirable; et, 
pour votre cal!ipy gc: 

En voyant cctte b c 11 c es tarn pe, 
Tout lecteur est bien convaincu, 
Lorsquc Venus montre son cu,. 
Que cc n'est pas un cuI-de-lan1pe." 16 

His allusion to the Callipygian ,, enus refers to the cul-de-lampe at the 
end of La Chau,s ,vork. 

Diderot, \vho ,vas close to Gri111m and frequently contributed to the 
· Correspo'Rdance litternire, 1n11st have been farniljar \.Vith this revje,v; he 

knew the abbe and his dissertation.1' It is also highly probable that he 
sav, the engraving of 1"'itjants painting again during the exposition of_ 
17 7 7 in the Lou vrc+ 18 It n1ay have been on this occasion or as a result 
of his visit to the exposition th-at he asked Saint-Aubin for a copy of 
his engraving. A pe~cil note by Saint-Aubi1,1 at the bottom of the let-
ter in ,vhich Djderot reminds the artist of their agreement sho,vs that 
Saint-Aubin sent Diderot a print ~avant la lcttre.' 

Since it is important, for our kno,vledge of Dideroes taste in art, to 
lcar11 ,vhich ,vorks he particularly liked and, above all, ,vhich ,vorks he 
\v1shed to o,vn perso11a1ly·1 I have reproduced the engraving of the 
Venus A11adyou1e11e (Plate I) .11) The print publid1ed here, a 'first 
state,' is not cntircl}7 identical ,vith the one Diderot received., for., as 
,vc have seen~ Saint+-Aubin sent hin1 a print 'avant la lettre., Further., 
Didcroes prjnt may have Jacked the shell. The presentation of,, enus 
is identical in all states of the engravjng. 

It is more difficult to identify the 1sccondc petite planche des pierres 
antiques/ which Saint-Aubin, to judge from his pencil 11ote, did not 
send to Diderot. The plate js very probably one of the engravings 
which Sa.int-Aubjn n1ade for the Description des principales pierres 
gravees du cabinet de S4 A. S. A1.onseigneur le Due d'Orlettnst h)r the 

H Letter of .2 I ·l\1arch I 776 _( Oeuvres cO?npletes de Voltnirel cda Moland. XLIX) 
562-563)~ 

~; See on La Chau D j dcrot 's 1 cttcr to Sop hie Vo] land of J 2 0 ctober r 7 7 o ( Lettre s 
a Sophie Vo/Jandr ed. Andre Babclon1 P::tris, J 93,ot Hit i 31) and on the Di.sferttttion 
A+-T .. , XII, t 2. 7, 11. :z~ 

;t..11 See Bochcr, Salnt-Aubin) p. 1.3i. 
1~ }"roin a copy in the Print D ep ar tment of the Fogg Art Museum+ 
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abhe La Chau and the abbc Le Blond}~0 The plate ,vhich Diderot men-
tions must be in the first volume, for the second -appeared only in r784. 
The first volume contains a frontispiece~ a ileuron,. t\vo vignettes, 
forty-five culs-de~1an1pc1 and ninety-seven engravin 5~ of the stones. 
Di dcr ot' s expression 7 ".sc con de petite p lanch c des pierres an ti q u cs~~ do es 
not necessarily indicate that he meant the .second engraved stone. It is 
much more plausible that the term 'pierres an tiqu cs' ref erred to the 
entire co]lection of cngravjngs ,vhich arc contained in the first vo1llmc. 
The second stone represents Harpocratcs, an Egyptian deity, ,vho had~ 
.so far as I kno\v, no particular interest for Diderot. The presentati?n 
itself is one of the less interesting in the volume; I have, ho\vcvcr1 re-
produced it here (Plate ]lb) .. 

If ,vc take the tcrn1e plane be in its general 1ncaning 1 it also applies to 
the vignettes and cnls-de~lampc, both of ,vhich sho,v Saint-Aubin's 
origin a.lity, in vcn ti vcn ess, grace, nn d exquisite artistry 1nu ch more a.de-
q u ate l y than the engravings· of the stones. The first vignette ,vhich 
conies after the frontispiece ,vas an1ong the prints exhibited in 1777 in 
the J..Jouvre; as a n1attcr of fact., it is listed jmmcdiately after the Venus 
A12ttdyo111eue as the second print. By its style and subject matter the 
first vignette could have pleased Diderot very n1uch. Since in his Jetter 
he speaks _of the second plate in connection ,vith the Venus and since 
the vignette can be considered as the second plate of the first volume -
I omit the fleuron, \vhich is part of the title of the book and which is 
not listed separately as a plate - ,ve 1nay tentatively identify the 'se-
conde petite planche' as the vjgnette (Plate II~). 

There is., ho,vcvcr., one of the true 'pierrcs antiques' ,vhich must have 
singularly interested Diderot. In the revic,v of La Chau's and L~ 
Blond's Description in the Correspondtmce litterairc of July 1780/ 1 

the author 111cntions one stone in particular~ that of a bcaurif~l antique 
i\1inerva. I~Ic adds: '"P]usieurs personncs ont remarqne la rcsscmhlance 
frappante d\111e bclJc 1\1inerve antique, couverte · du casquc gucrricr; 
avec les meiHeurs portraits que nous ayons de Catherine IL Cette 
divinitc nc pouvait choisir sans doutc des traits plus cligncs d'eHe. Quel 
parti l\1. Lavarer ne tirerait-il pas d'unc pareille analogic!' The rcvie,v 
,vas probably· ,vritten by j\,Icistcr, ,vho sho\ved great cnthu.siasnl for 
l.Javater's studies .. As stated above, J)jderoes c1ose connectton ,vith the 

:o Pad st 1780-84. The reproductions sho\vn in Pbte II are taken from thD fine copy 
in the l)cpartment of Printing ~ad Graphic: Arts in the Harvard Library. 

¥J Ed. 1--ou rneux, XII, 4 1 _; r 
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Correspondance litteraire and his intimate frjcndship ,vith Grjn11n and 
!\1cistcr make it highl) 7 probable that he kne\v the article; he may even 
have been on~ of those ,vho noticed the resemblance benveen the 
ancient stone and the Empress of Russia.~2 No arrangcn1ent of Saint .... 
Aubin's engravings could possibly pern1it one to c-all the presentation 
of l\1inerva the second sn1all plate of the antique stones~ \\ 1c have 
nevertheless reproduced the 'bel1e i\1.incrvc untigne/ in addition to 
Harpocratcs and the vignettet bec11use it is of interest to kno\v the 
image which Diderot and his friends had .formed of Catherine II (Plate 
Ile). 

a Monsieur 
· Monsieur De S' Aubin 

Rue ncuvc Des Petits Champs 
chez Mr De La Pcrricre fennier g~ 23 

i\1onsieur De St aubin a oublic qu~il y a entre Lui ct n1oi1 un traitc, Jc 
dois Lui envoyer Le premier ouvrage qu'on lmprimcm de moj; Lui doit 
1n'accorder en Echangc unc V e1nes A11adyon1ene, ct sa seconde · petite 
pianche des pierces antiques. Si cet oubli vient de cc qu,il estime plus son 
ouvrage que le ~ien ct de cc qu'il Croit avoir fait un mauvais march6t il a 
raison. Si ce nlest pas ccia, il rernettra L-a. Venus au porteur~ bien enve-
lop p eet de man i ere q u c sa 111 a in salle et grossie_re n e puissc pas La ga ter. 

Je le Salue ct l/cmbrasse toujours 
Diderot 

ce J I avril. :.!-t 

LES ELEUTHER01\1ANES 

Diderot's poe1n Les Elei1thero1na11es~ OU Jes Furie11x de la liberte 
,vas first published under the title 'Dythira1nbe Ou abdication dtun Roi 
de la Fcve. Ltan 177 2 .' n1 a periodical of the Revolution. 25 The editors 

We mu st rcc0 l l tirn t Catherine ga \'e to DI dcrot !- \V hen he Ief t, a d ng ,v j th an 
engraved stone; this sto~e \\'as Catherincis portrait. See Diderot's letter to hh ,vife 
of 9 ApriJ I i74 (A.-T.t XX, s 1). 

:?!I Single :sheet folded to fonn tvvu lea,Tesj text of Jetter on recto of first leaf; ad-
dress on verso of second leaf; dimensions of lc;lf 104 x 164 mm. Abo\?e ~Petits 
Champs1 '! in the add rcss 1 the \\' o rd 5 'n1c t heresc 1 ,vcre added ]a ter .in pend l in a U 
probability by Saint-Aubin; they arc nowT pnrtly effaced~ · 

Under this date is added in pencil: '178 r/ and below, equally in pend]: 'je lui 
ai Envoyc unc \Tcnus avant fo lettrc: en f cvrfor 17~b.' These s.ddidons must be by' 
Saint-Aubin. 

i!!; L.a decade philosopbique .. litteraire et politiquc; p11r 1n1e societl de Republicains, 
X (An IV-1796)i 553-558. 
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limited their con1n1 cnt on the poem to a footnote sa)ri ng that the verses 
,verc pub]ished from an original autograph_manuscript and that the rea-
son ,vh}7 the poem had not appeared earlier ,vould be apparent to 
everybody reading it. By this they all nded to the revolutionary lines 
in Diderot's poem: lines ,vhich are indeed a direct invitation to revolt 
and vengeance as ,vcll as to the suppression ·of the existing order .. No 
better moment for the circulation of the poen1 could have been chosen. 

Not long after this first publication appeared a note in the Journal 
d'econornie publique, de morale et de politique;2f3 in ,vhich the editors 
of the Decade \Vere accused of inaccurately· printing Diderot's poem. 
Roederer, the editor of the Journal and author of the notct claimed to 
have in his possession the origjual manuscript of the poem. In this 
n1anuscript, he stated, the ljnc ,vhich in the edition of the Decade reads 
'Grimmet soyons an1is' reads 'Naigcon~ sois n1on ami.J ,1/hy· deprive 
J'\Taigeon., Rocdcrer askst of Diderofs tcstin1ony of a ,veU-deserved 
friendship? Does Naigcon not hav~ enough credit in the Republic? 
\\'as it the intention of the !Jecade to cripple a verse or Grin1m"s name, 
,vhich has ortly one SJrJlab]e? Ro~dercr concluded his c~iticism i.vith 
an :approprjarc political flourjsh: 'O you ,,rho are co11rtiers in the Re ... 
public., ,vere you good republicans under the monarchy·?' This thrust 
at the editors of the necade is follo,ved in the next issue of the Jour-
1utl 21 by a nc,v edition of Didcroes pocn1. Its title is given as 'Les 
Elcutheromancs., on Abdication dlun Roi de Ja Feve. Dithy1·arnbc; par 
Diderot, 1772 .' Then foHo,vs a. quotation from Horace and a prose 
introduction., e11tided 'Argument~, In a note, llocc1erer repeats his 
accusations again~t the editors of the Decade and adds that they al.so 
suppressed the title of the poe1n and omitted the iArgument,' ,vhich 
e~plains the origin and the purpose of the poem. Roederer~s accnsatjons 
were, as ,ve shall see, ,vithout any, basis; the editors of the Dec11de had 
5imply reproduced the text of their autograph m~nuscript~ 

Naigcon, in his edition of the pocn1., quotes Roedcrcr,s comment in 
it.s entirety and then informs his rcn.d.cr that Roederer had t,vo auto-
graph tnanuscripts of the dithyran1b and used both for his cdition.28 

Assezat and Tourncux, in their furn~ conclllde fron1 Naigcon's re-
marks that it v..ras probably he ,vho gave ltocderer the second Lnanu-

I (An V-1796)1 344-345. 
:!';" I, 3 60-367 r 

u Oeu,;ner de Denis Diderot (Paris1 An \ 11-1798) 1 X\~\ 488 ff. Naigeon repro-
duced title and text from the Journali changing only 1 in the <JUot:ation from H nr:1cei 
~seu per andacc,"1 to 'Seu super audc1ces.' 
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script.~~ They go on to say· that they hnd rediscovered the n1anuscr1pt 
used by the editors of the Decade; it had come into the possession of a 
Jv1. Dubrnnf2ut. It is this manuscript ,vhich Assezat and Tourneux re-
print in their edition, adding to it~ ho,vever, the title, the -argu,nent, 

. and some variants fro1n llocdcrcr"s cditiont and listing in footnotes the 
original readings of the 111nnuscdpt published by the Decade. The edi-
tors of this journa~ had sin1ply reproduced Dideroes revjsed text. This 
manuscript 2ppcarcd later jn the Charavay sale catalogue~ and is at 
present in the Salc1n collection deposited at Harvard. vVc shall refer 
to it from no\v on as S .. Though it hns been published hvicc, neither of 
the cxistin g editions do es justice to its 1nan y interesting features. As 
n1entioned before, the editors-of the Decade did not list the variants; 
Assczat and T ourne11x 110 t only-fail to mention a]l the variants, but 
introduce features from other manuscripts of the poem .. lvloreovcr, S 
contains n1a n y valuable cl ucs to th c co n1 position of th c di thy ran1 b, 
clues which Assezat and Tourncux either failed to notice or did not 
think ,vort h y of listing.. Before ,v e discuss these features. and pre$en t 
an_-annotated transcript of S, a fe1v remarks on the second manuscript 
,vhich lloedercr used arc necessary . 

• 
ltoedcrcr and Naigcon clain1 that the second n1anuscript also ,vas 

autograph. Since the ,vhereabouts of this manuscript are unkno\vn, 
\Ve have to take their ,vord for it.. N aigeon certainly ,vas -able to iden-
tify Diderofs hand,vriting1 and he ,vas, as one easily understands, par-
ticularly jnterested in the second ffi[!nuscript, which contained at the 
end his o,vn name instead of thn t of Grin11n, for ,v hon1 N aigeon had a 
full m·easurc of contcn1pt and ,vhose friendship ,vith Djderot he re-
sented. If one no,v examines Roederer's textt for ,vhich the second 
n1anu~cript \Vas usedt one is surprised h)7 its lack of strophic structure. 
While in S the poc1n is divided into sinaller sections of va.ri-able length 
entitled 'strophe,' ~antistrophe~ and ~epode,' Roederer's text sho\vs only 
a rudimentary sectioning of the d ith yramb by 1neans of a few intervals. 
lA'e must assume thnt the second n1nnuscript \Varranted such a radical 
departure fro~ the first, but it is difficult to understand ,vhy Roederer., 
and after him Naigcon, adopted it. For in the 'Argument,' ,vhich 
Roederer published for the first time and \vhich he considered essentia] 
for the understanding of the poem,30 Diderot deals pr~cise]y \vith the 

A.- T ., IXt 9j n. 1 • 

$) J.Ic ,vrongly accused the editors of the Decade of havjng suppressed the 'A.tgu-
ment'; their man uscci pt did not contain it. 
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problc1n_ of the divjsion into strophc-antistrophe-epodc and develops 
a very interesting and charactcrjsric theory concerning this type of 
division. Neither Roed ercr nor N ai geon scen1s to have noticed the 
discrepancy benvccn their e1npl1asis on the great significance of the 
'J\.rgument' and their text., ,vhich n1ns direct! y against the meaning of 
the ,: Argument.' The n1attcr bcco1ncs even stranger \V hen one examines 
S more closely: the orjginal text of the manuscript ,vas revised by 
Diderot. v\' e thus have t,vo phases of the poem. A certain number of 
divisions n1arked by the headings 'strophe,' ,:-anristrophe/ and 'epode~ 
existed alrcad y in the first version4 In the revised form their number is 
greatly increased. Already in the first version ,ve find more divjsions 
than in Rocderer's text. Since the ,:Argun1ene deals specifically \1/ith 
these divisions and since they increase -as the poem develops, it is im-
possible to assume that llocdcrer 1s text constitutes a later version of the 

. poem. It is equall)7 i1npossible to believe that the manuscript Ilocdcrer 
used off ercd an ear Ii er version t since his text con ta 1 ns the revisions 
,vhich Diderot made in the first version of S. One \VOuld ]ike to find 
in Roedcre.es and Na.igconts statements more specific info~1ation 
about the second autograph manuscript 1.vhich they consulted.· From 
the evjdencc of Sand Roederer's text one cannot understand the rela-
tionship bcnveen the first and second rri anu scripts. 

Assczat :and Tourneux mention in their note a 1nanuscript copy of 
the Eleuthero1nanes 1.vhich they sa,v and in ,vhich the divjsion into 
strophe, antjstrophc~ and epode \-vas replaced by that into 'le premier,' 
1le second/ and ,:le troisicme/ Diderot had already ·mentioned in-his 
'Argnn1cnti that his traditional division n1eant in reality that he divjded 
the po c1n arno n g three persons: 
J e re garde dans Pin dare la .strophe, 1'antistrophe ct r epode, commc trois per-
sonna ges qui pou r.sui vent de concert J e TU~ me eJ oge Oll Ia me m C satire.. Ln 
strophe enta1nc Ie sujet; quelqucfois l'antistrophe jnterrompt la strophe~ 
stempare de son idee, ct ouvrc nn no1n~eau champ a repodc., qui menage llll 
repos ou fournit une autre carricrc a la strophe. C1est ainsi que dans le tnmulte 
d'une conversation animee, on vo1t un intcdocureur violent~ viven1cnt frappe 
de la pcnsce d'un premier interlocutcur~ lui couper Ja parole. ct sc saisir diun 
raisonnen1ent qu'"il se promet <l~exposcr a.vcc plus de chr.leur et de force, on se 
precipher clans un ccart hrj]h1nt .. . , , i\-ies strophes sont incgalest et mes Eleu-
thcrornanes paraissent clans chacune, au n1oment ou ii n1c plait de ks jntrodujre~ 
Ce sont trois Furies acharnees sur un coupabJe, et se relayant pour ]e tour-
1nen ter, J e rn e tron1 pc f O rti Oll ce p O em e recite pat tro j 5 d eel a 111a tears d iIT crcnts 
produirait de l'effet. 31 

;a--i A.-T.! ]X! 10-l ]. 
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It is int crcs ting to oh scrv c in this pas.sage to \V hat extent di al o gu c \·vas 
Diderot's most natural and spontaneous f orn1 of expression~ the sole1nn, 
,vcll-ordered structure of Pindar transforms itself into ·_an animated, 
son1cv{hat tun1ultuous conversation or discussion csscntiall) 7 irregular 
in pattern. · 

Assezat and 1'ourneux fail to gi vc any further information concern-
ing the n1anuscript copy ,vhich they sa\v, and they did not utilize it for 
their edition.. This lack of jnterest ,vould have pre-vented us from 
knowing a ne,v form of Diderot's dithyramb., if \Ve did not h~vc -among 
the papers of the Fonds ''2ndcul a manuscript (designated hereafter 
as V) ,vhich sho,vs precisely the division according to first, second~ 
and third speaker \vhich Assezat :and Tourncux n1cntion. This manu-
script is a cop);<' 1nade by a scribe ,vhose hand\vriting ,vc find in other 
1nanuscripts of tl1e Fonds ,r andcul.i2 The text of V presents the 
corrected version of Sand n1ost of the variants of the version published 
by Rocdcrcr; ho,vcvcr 1 it differs fron1 then1 funda1ncntally in. hs struc-
ture .. It is divided into a greater nun1ber of sections than the other nvo 
versjons and the sections arc to be recited in ahernation by three dif-
ferent persons. JT thus presents the final stage of a developn1ent 
,vhich ,ve observe both in the 'Argun1cnt' and j~ S .. Didcrot1-s reflec-
tions in the 'Argumene reveal that the divjsion. into strophe, antis-
trophc~ and cpodc ,vas a disguise for a more natural and essential divi-
sion. Pindar;s for1n had lost its stiuctural and rhythmical meaning; it 
had no n1ore than a historical and tradition al si gni ficancc, , v hi ch 
proved to constitute a serious handicap since it prevented a ne,v and 
spontaneous form from coming into existence. The search for a true 
rhythn1ical pattern is Cl)ualiy evident in S: during his revision of the 
first version Diderot ::1ddcd n1ore divisions and headings, son1ctimcs 
hesitating at ,vhich point they .should occur. In V he finally rejected 
t~e historical ~nd artificial forn1 and resolutely n1odernized his ,vork .. 
The irregular pattern of an ani1natcd, lively; spontaneous, unpre~edi-
tatcd discussion ,vas the only adequate form for his poem. ,,,e notice 
here the link ,vhich connects Les Eleutbero1J1aues ,vith Djdcroes contes 
and his ideas on the rcforn1 of the theater. In every domain Diderot 
sought ne,v., adequate forms. Instead of describing or portraying 

'= See nl y · 1 n-ven taire i p. 3 r • Com pare .1. lso F. Ni co1 t ~s currnucnts ( Et u des i tali~ 
e1rnes1 n. s., I, 19 3 2., 1 7(}---1 7 1 ) on a copy ,vhi ch 1\i me d 1Epina yt s secretary, the a bbc 
1\1 a yeu l, rnadc of Les E le ut JJ e rouznn e-s. Rene. G 1 otz"s conj cc tures on th c 'Argumcn t" 
of the poem ( Re•vue d1bistoire litterafre de ta France1 XLII1 1935, s 59--560) h~vc, in 
my opinion, no solid hls!s, nnd contain several errors. 
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Ramcau,s nephe,v in the a~cificial, deadening form of La Ramcide or 
TJa nou -velle Ran1eid e, he c reared for the N c phc,v '.s hctero cli tc person al-
ity a ne,v narrati vc genre; instead of composing a ncoc1 assic cl ialogue 
benveen Democritus~ Hippocrates, and Leucippns, he n1odcrnizcd the 
philosophic dialogue in the three parts of his Reve de d' Aleuzbert.-

There exists no objective proof that V offers the .final stage of Dide-
rot's di th yrarn b.. I l 1 ave relied ex cl usivel y on in tern al ev id encc: both 
the n1ctrical pattern and the text of V, ,vhich contains the corrections 
of S, the variants of RoedererJs text, and a f cv.-r nc,v additions and 
changes ,vhich secn1· to n1c superior to the earlier forn1s of the pocn1t 
arct in ~)r opinion, sufficient evidence to permit the conjecture which 
I have offered. 

It cannot be denied that Diderot's dithyra1nb contains many verses 
of a very poor kind and th at his in1agery .is at times painful. The reflcc-
tio n that the jn1ages and the rhetoric curiously anticipate_ those of the 
later revolutionary po~try is no 111ore than a histodcal consolation. 
H~\Vever, the ,veak -parts must not n111kc us overlook the many very 
lively und stirring versest as ,vell as the brjsk rhythmical movement 
\V hich brings the dithyran1b close to good political poetry. Diderot 
hi1nsel f ,vas quite u ware of th c shortcomings of l 1 is poe1n he rc2 l izc d 
the incongruity· bet,veen the frivolous circumstance to ,vhich his verses 
o,ved their existence and the sudden seriousness of some of the po1itical 
1 ines. As ,v ith so many of his , vri tin gs, Di de rot l ct th c inc ongr u itics 

_ stand .. One n1ust not confuse this issuc1 ·as has so often been doneJ ,vith 
th C q ucstion Of litcrar)r f Orm. Le S El eut b er 01 JJ an e S, \V h ich, sta.rtin g 
from a joke, rises to the heights of revolutionary poetry, and brings 
Diderot close to both the radical thought and the sharp tone of the 
Rousseau of the Discours., sho,vs a consider-a hie and consistent cff ort on 
Diderot's part to find the proper form and .style for his feelings :and 
ideas. The dithyra1nb is equally i1nportant as u docun1ent of Dideroes 
po]itical thought., particularly if one links it ,vith the Code Denis and 
the t\VO poems ,vhi ch Diderot ,vrote on the first t\V o occasions of 
his becoming 'Roi de la Feve.1 aa The .sudden deepening of playful 
thoughts on the dignity· and functions of a iRoi de la Feve' into serjous 
political reflections is con1 tno n to all four po emsa J 4 

& A.~ T~t IXi 3-8, 
Sec -nlso LeJ Eleutbcronzancs par Diderott avec 1ni cm-1m1c11taire hiitorique 

( P:a ri~~ A. Ghio, 18 84), 1 o l ppa The book is rare; I have consul tcd the copy in the 
Yale U nivc i:-sit:y Library. The tc.r m i com111entai r~ historiquc' is somcw hat ini slcad-
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The manuscript S, trans er ibcd hclo\v, con ~ists of nvo s hcets folded 

one ,vithjn the other and se,vn to for1n a booklet of four leaves~ the first 
three of ,vhich arc nun1bered from 1 to 3 and bear the text of six full 
pages.. Leaf dimensions are . 1 8 8. 5 x 2 3 1 n1m. Th ere are con si d era ble 
n1argins on either side of the text, as may be seen in Plate III (reprod uc.-. 
ing the verso of leaf 1). Diderot often left sin1i]ar margins in his fair 
copies: it is thus possib]c that the original text here presented is not 
a first draft., but ,vas copied from 2n earlier draft and then revised .. All 
the corrections and insertions are in Diderot's hand. In the follo-\ving 
transcript, portions of the tcx t can eel ed h)7 Diderot in his revisions arc 
printed jn italic; underlinings have been retained as underlinings. The 
lines of the text have been 11un1bercd in order to facilitate reference to 
the annotations, ,vhich contain a fe\v observations on the text of S,, as 
well as the variants of V. In numbering the lines all full lines have been 
counted) even ,v hen entirely cancel cd in revision. The pa gc.s of S are 
indicate<l in the right margin4 

5 

D yd 1 iran1 be 
OU 

abdication dtun Roi de la feve. J'an 177 24 

a faba abstinc. pithag. 

Strophe+ 
-accepte le pouvoir supreme 
quiconque cnyvrc de soi m@n1e 

peut se Rater, emule de Titus, 
que Le poison du diad~me 

1 o n, altcrera point ses Vertus~ 

jc nJai pas cctte confiance 

don t P intre pi de orgu e il ne s etonn c de rjen. 

ing, since the re is no historical cornm e ntar y accom p'1 ~1 yi ng the text~ The a. uth or, "\V ho 
js not i dcnti fi c d~ stu djes the re1a tion ship between some !ines of Les E leut hbo1nane.s 
and the currents of the French Revolution before Robt::spierre. Djdcrot"s link with 
D a ntlHJ 1:1 - later - Auguste ('...omtc is d csc rib e d in ad mi.ring tcnn s. All this is 
sc-en against a general background or the philosophic and nnti~thoological (rath~r 
than a nti-religiousi -as the :a. ut h or sta tcs) currents of the cig htccnth and nineteen th 
centuries. 
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J,, . l" . a1 connu par ex per 1ence 

q ue ce1ui qui peut tout, ra rcn1c n t v eut le b ien .. 
1 5 eel ai r6 par n1 n. conscience 

J e ren crois, et je 
sur mon peu de valeur; J,ai raiso111 quand je crains 

que Le fatal depot de la Toute-puissance, 

par le sort ou Le ch oi x rcn1 is en trc m cs mains, 

d'un n1orrcl plein de bienf aisance 
20 ne fit peutetre u~ fleau des humains. 

Antistrophe 
ha que plntot modeste eleve 
du vieillard de I iantiquitc 

dont un precepte tres vante 
25 defend L'usagc de Ia £eve,, 

du sage Pitl1agorc cndossant le mantcau, 
je cede ma part a.u gateau 

a celui qui, douc de la favcur insigne 

d'un mcillcur cston1ac ct dJunc mnc plus dignc 
3 o Laisse arriver ce j our, sans etre e pou van tc 

de 1 t indigestion et de la royau tc. 

l The tit le on the title-page of 17 reads: 'Les Eleu theron1anes / Di thy ram~ 
bes / Seu per audaces nova Dithyrambos / Verba devolvit, numerisquc 
sertur / Lege solutis / H orat.t Rocderer's title has one significant feature 
in co in n1on \Vi th this ti tl c: the rca ding of '"Seu per a udaces~ instead of 
'Seu sup er au daces' as in Na igeon is edition antl in A.-T.; isertu r~ instead 
of 'fertur' is an evident slip of the scribe's pen. The title at the head of 
the text in V rends~ .cAbdication d'un Roi de la Feve, / L'au c772. / ou / 
Les Elcuthcron1ancs / Dithyra1nbcs / Faha abstine / Pyth/ 

4 The preposition 'a' 1nay be part of :1 dtdicauon ,vhich l)iderot planned4 
A.-1 ... prjnt ..:ai "\,·frhout the accent and thus suggest that it js the Latin 
prep osj ti on, or j gin a] l y used by n1ist-a.ke. 

5 'Strophe] see111s to ha l'C been added 1 a tcr. Only :1 n -:ir ro"\v spae:e is ] ef t 
between the I ... a tin motto and the first lj ne of the p oc m. V has "Le 
premier.:.. 

21 'Antistrophe._. may ha,rc been added later. V has ~r...e sccond. 1 
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Epode 
une du ule u r n1 uette, une l 1aiu c prof on de 
affai sse tour a tour ct rcvo i tc m on co eur, 

35 quand je vois des hrigands dont le pouvoir se fonde 
sur la h assesse et 1 a T erreu r 

ord o nner le d estin ct J _.c 111 a] h cur du m ond e. 
I etmo1, 

qui? moil J e m ~jnscriroJs au nom bre des Ty rans! 

mo i don t Jes f.1.rou c hes ace en tst 
de 1a mart 

d ans le s ein du Tr epas s 1ils u v oicn t p u descend re, 
de Brutus ou de Scc-vola 

des Ravail/acs et des (Jen1entr, . . auro1ent ressuscite 
non plus pour des for{ aits-, rannneuerout la cendre. 

iroient se f nire entendre 
aux manes de Brutus re seroieut faits e11te11dre 

4 5 ct tu le...'=i sen ti rois, gen ere ux S cc\ 1 o 1 a i 

de ton bras consun1 e ressus ci ter la cen d re 
qu 1on n1'arrachc ce bandeau la! 
sur la t~te d'un Marc-Aurclc 

si d \1 ne gloire pure une f o is il brill a i 
50 cent fois il fut souille dtune honte eterne11e 

sur le front d,un Caligula. 
Strophe 

faut-il cnfin dcchircr Le nuage 

qui n'"a que trop longtcms cache La vcrite, 

3 2 'Epod ei may ha vc bee~ add cd later+ V I uis Le Troj sic1nc. i 
40 f 7 : 1 au sein, l in a.ll pro ba bi] i ty a 1 ate r correction+ 
43 Diderot evidently forgot to cross out .:Ja cendre.' 

[Page 2] 

44 Lines 44 to 46 are added in the tnargin at the lefti probably at a later datej 
see P] ate III. 

46 Bet\Vcen this Hne -and the foUowing V has lLe Pren1icr~' In such instances 
in V there is ahvnys an extra space left bct\veen the n.vo lines for the 
insenion of the heading r 

52. V: 'Le Second. 1 
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5 5 ct montrcr de l'hun1anitc 

la triste et red ou bta ble image 

aux stu p ides: a urcurs d c sa ca lam i t6. 

oui, oui1 }Jen aurai le cournge. 

je veux, Lache oppresseur, Insulter a ta rage; 

6 o de j our, J' a ttac hcrai la crain te a ton cote; 

La hni ne s' off r ira pa rto ut sur ton passage; 

et la n uit, poursuiv i., troub let 
Lors q n e de ses n1alh eu rs ton es clave accablc 

cede au rcpos qui le soulage1 

tu verras 
65 je velf.t que La revohe, aux poings ensanglantcs, .. terur 

pro,u eiu: a ton chevet ses fl am beaux agi tcs; 

ie vettx, /ache oppresseurt l11sulter a ta rage; 

je veux quc du fer ,ue11acant 
111a vofa: f arre it ton Coeur passer le froid glafant 

Antistrophe 

Irr voila! la voila; c'cst son regard farouche; 

c'est eHe; et du fer n1enacanrt 

son soufle exhale par ma bone he 

va dans ton porter Le froid gla<;ant. 

59 This line \Vas inserted 1 a ter by Diderot. 
60 Diderot seems to ho. ve Vlrj ttcn first 'Le j our1 and then to have corrected it 

to 'de jour..t V has 1Lc jour .. ' 
70 JT: ~Le Troisieme/ As Plate III sho,vs~ in S lines 70 to 74 are :idded in the 

margin at the right, in1mediately after line 66t ,vith lines 67 to 69 canceled. 
Since there is no additional space bet,vcen Hnes 66 and 67., both the head-
ing .:Antistrophe) and the lines ,vhich follo,v must have been added at a 
later date. The short ru] c b en eo.t h I g 1 a9a n e ( in Ii ne 7 4) ma rks 1 in n1y 
opinion~ the end of the insertion and do es not Indicate th e.t the word 
should be stressed. In line 69 the second \\1ord is crossed out• so heavily 
that my reading ',Toix' n1ust be considered a conj ecrurer 
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Three Diderot Letters, and Les Elcutheromanes 

Epode 
Eveille toi; tu dors au scin de ]a tcn1pete; 

evc111 c to i; Leve la t~te; 
Ecoute 1 et tu scaurns qu'cn ton moJndrc sujet, 

4 

Ill 
et La gnrde qui t'environnc 

4 ru 
So et l'honunage unposant qu,on rend a ta personne 

85 

n'ont pu de sJ~dfranchir etouffer le projet. 

Strophe. 
L'enfant de ]a Nature abhorre L 1escla\"rage; 

unplacablc cnnc1ni de toute autorite 

ii s 'indign e du j ou g I La contrai n te l I ou tragc; 

Liberte, C' est so 11 YOC~; son cri, C' cs t Lib crte~ 

an n1cpr is des liens de la societe 

il rec lame en s ccret son an tiq uc a pan a gc. 

des mocurs on grimaces d'usa.ge 

90 ont beau servir de voile a sa ferocite; 
u n c h yp ocrjrc urb a ni t6, 

Les sou pl ess es d 'un t igre enc hnin e dans sn ca ge1 

les yeux 
nc trornpcnt point r oeil du sage; 
ct dans lcs murs de la cite 

95 il reconnoit Phon1_me sauv=ige 
siagitant sous lcs fcrs dont il est garotc. 

75 ~Epode' ,vas apparently ndcled later. v· has 1Le Premier. 1 

76 Berv..recn this Jine and the follO'\Ving T7 has 4=Lc Sccond.t 
77 Be~veen this line and the foHo,ving T7 has ~Le Troisic1ne.' 
81 V; 'Le Premier/ 
86 Bet\veen this line and the follo,ving V has 4Le Second.' 
88 Ilenveen this line and the follo,vh1g V has 'Le Troisicmc.' 

85 

[Page 3] 

93 Diderot first \\'rote 'trornpcJ and then changed it to the plur:il form. In 
the same line1 JT has the origjnal 
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antistrophe 

on a pu l'usservir; on ne l'n ras dompter 

un trait de physionomie., 
I 00 un vestige de dj gnite 

dans le fond de son cocur, .sur son front est rcstc; 

ct n1iHc fois La tyranic, 
lnquiete oz"'t trouver de lff securite1 

:a pali de Peclair de son oeH irrit6. 
105 epode 

c:'est alors qu'un trone vacille; 
qu'effraye 1 tremblant, 6pcrdu, 

d'un peuple furieux le despote ~mbecilie 
connoi t I a va nit c du pac tc pretcn du .. 

1 1 o · Strophe 
Repondez souverains; qui ra dicte ce pncte? 

qui l'a signe? qui Ya souscrit? 

d ans q uel bois, dans que He antre en a ~t-o n dresse r acte? 

par quell es mains f u t-il ecri t? 

115 l'"a-t-on grave sur La picrre ou Pccorce? 

qui le maintient? la justice? ou la force? 

de d roi t, de f ait il est proser it. 
An tistroph c. 

J' en a tteste Les terns; J 'en a pelle a tout age; 

97 V: 'Le Premier/ In Si the headjng 'antistrophc/ ,vritten in the right mar-
gin, and the f ollo,ving Ii n c ,vcre inserted later by Diderot. 

98 Benvecn this line and the fo11o,ving V has 'Le Second.' 
103 V has the barred line. but instead of 1trou\,.ei~ it has 'chercher/ 
105 'epodc 1 scctns to have been inserted fo.ter~ JT has 'Le Troi:sieme/ 
109 V has 'd I u n Pactct ,vi th a \Vord c rasc d bct\v-ccn cl tun t and ~Pac te.' 
11 o V: lLe premier.' 
1 c 3 V; 'clans quc~s :1ntrct, undoulJtedly the scribe's mistake. 
1 14 Il envc en this line and the f oHo\vi ng ll" has I Le s econ <l~ t 

1 r 5 Ilet\veen this line and the following V has ~Le T1·oisicnrn.' 
118 l.,..: 'Le Premier/ 
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1 20 janlais au public avantage 

125 

130 

135 

140 

L "h om me n ta f ranch cn1c n t sac r ifi.e ses droi ts~ 
s' ii osoit d c son coeu r n,, ecou tcr q uc La voix, 

changeant tout a coup de J..~angage, 
il nous diroit 1 comme l~hote des bois, 

0 la nature n'a f ait ni serviteur_ ni maitrc; 
"Jc ne veux ni donner ni rcccvoir de loix; 

ct scs n1ains ourdiroient les entraillcs du prctrc, 
au dcfaut d'un cordon pour etn1ngler 1es roix. 

epode 
tu pa] i.s, vil escla vc ! Etrc pa1tri de u one,. 

Epode 
quel aveugl ement te devouc 

aux: con1muns In ter&ts de d eux Ti gre.s ligu cs? 
so n1mes nous faits pour ctre a bru t ist s,u b j ugucs? 

.P I 4 

qncl moment! quJjt est doux pour une muse altie.re~ 
L'hon1me Libre.,. votre ennemi, 
vous a montrc son ame fiere; 

o Cruels artisans d c la lon gu e m tsere 
dont tousles sicclcs ont gemi~ 

i1 vous voit, il se rit d"unc vainc colere. 
il est content.,. si vous rnrcz frcmi. 

Strophe 
Asscz et trop lon gtem s cette race inscnscc 
de scs forfaits sans nombre n noirci 1na penscc .. 

121 Bet ween th is 1ine and the f o]] ow'ing V has 'Le Second.' 
J 2 5 Bct\veen this Jin e and the fo llo,vi n g V lrn.s 'L c T rojsic me."' 
129 £epodei seems to have h~en inserted Jater by Djderot; the same holds true 

for line 131, ,vhcre Diderot ]atcr canceled the ,vord. At line E z9 V has 
~r..e Premier." 

E 3 3 Bct,vccn this Jine :ind the follol-ving V has 'Le second/ 
c 34 Bet\\-'een this line and the follo,ving V has ~Le Troisicn1c.' 
142 l': ~Le premier.' 
c4 3 V: 'unc race.' 
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88 H a-rvar d l..ri b r ar y Rt Ill et in 
145 Objcts de hainc ct de n1cpris! 

Tyrnnst eloignez vous; approchez~ Jeux et ris. 
quc Le vjn couronne 1110n vcrrc; 

que La feuille da pan1pre ·ou celle du lierre 

St ell trelassc a lTICS Ch CV cux gr j 5 .. 

150 du plus ngreable <lelire 
j c sens ccha u ff er m cs E.spri ts. 
vite, qu'on m,apporte une lyre. 

muse d I All a ere on, ass is SU r ton trcpic1 
Le seep tre des ro ix sous le pie, 

155 je veux chanter un autre e1npirc. 
l\ ntistrop he 

c"cst L'cn1pirc. de la b cautc. 
• .. ' toot sent, ton t reconno 1t sa sou v era1net e. 

c' est cl le qui Comm and c a tout ce qui respire,. 

160 de pouil l ant sa f ero cite .. 

pour el le -au fond des boi s Le ] 1otten tot sou pire. 

si Le sort q u el q u ef ois me place a son cote~ 
Jc ]a con temple et J e l'adn1ire. 

rnon coeur, plus Jeune, cut palpitc. 

J65 Epode 
frimats 

mais a present que l.4es glaces de Fagc 

146 Be nvee n this 1i ne and the foll o,vj a g V has J Le second+ i 
147 Between this ltne and the foHo,ving V has 'Le 1"'rojsieme.' 
149 Bc-nvccn this line and the follo,vjng V hns 'Le prcmicr. 1 

156 'Antistrophc' \Vas jnsertcd 1aler. V has 'Le Second.' 
157 B enveen this line and the f o Ho \Vi ng JT has 4 Le T roisie1n e/ 
158 Ilcnvcen this line :ind the follo,ving V has 'Le Premter. 1 

159 Ilenvecn th.is line and the follo-\ving V has 'Le Second.' 
1 61 Il ctv1een th is ] i ne and the f o] 1 o,ving V has 'Le T ro isieme.' 
165 F': 'Le Pren1icr .. ' 
166 V: 'lcs gl-aces de !'age/ 

[Page 5] 
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on t a n1ort i La ch al cur de 1ncs Sens, 
]'economise mon homn1agc .. 

La B ontc, La vertu, La beau te, I es talents 
se sont 

' I' s-e so11t entr cux partagc n1on cncens .. 
Strophe 

La Bonte 
Ltt Bonte qui se plait a tarir ou suspendrc 

Les pleurs quc L'infortnne arrache de mes yeux .. 
An tistrophc 

17 5 ·La Beauu\ ce present des Cicux, 
qui quelquefois encor verse en mon ame tendre 
de tous lcs sentin1ents I~c p1us dclicicux .. 

cpodc 
Le Talent., En1ule des dieux, 

ccartc 
1 80 soit que de la n~turc il e11tr' ou-v-re le voile, 

qu'il 
qu'il fassc rcspjrcr ou le marbre on la toilc, 

que par des chants harmonieux, 
eff ra yan tes 

occupant mon esprit d'etonnantes mervciHcsi 
tourmente 

il e111 euve lllOll C ocu r et c11 arm C 111 cs orci] lesr 
Strophe 

La Vertu qui 1' dn sort Bravant l'autoritet 

acccptc .son arret favorable on severe, 
~ans pcrd re sa tranqu iJ 1 i te, 

167 V: 1Ja fureur de n1es sens.' 
170 The crossing out of 'cntr'eux' is particularly heavy. By canceling these 

\vords, D j d crot sh ortcned the verse. · 
l 71 'Strophe' ,vas in'.\crtcd later.. V has ~Le Second.i 
J74 'Antistrophc' ".ias inserc~d later. V has 'Le Troisietne.' 
178 'epode' ,vas inserted later. V has 'Le Pren1icr .. ' 
c 83 l\1y 1ea<ling of the heavily crossed out original ,vord is not certain. 
18 5 'Strophe? seen1s to have been inserted later. JT has 'Le sccondrl 
188 · Benvcen this line and tile follo,~ljng J7 has cLe troisic1nc." 
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n10 dcstc dans I' eta t prosper e 

190 er gran de d ans 1, ad versi tc. 

195 

Antisrrophe 
Cclui qui la choisit pour guide, 

d 'u n p eu p te on1 brn geu x et Leger, 
peut i a Li exem p le di Aristide, 

sou ff r ir un de da in passa ger. 

m-ais quand l'ordre des destine.es 
-qui des hommes de bien et des hommes mecha.nts 

a lin1ite 
pxe Le non1bre des annccs, 

amen e ses d erni ers instants, 

200 Athene entierc est en allarn1e..": 

de tou s 1 es yeux on vo it coul er des larmes; 

c'est un pere commun pleure par ses enf ants. 

Epode 
Longterns a.pres sa mart sa cendre est reveree; 

205 -Longtems apres sa 1nort sa Justice honoreet 
du 

L, en trctien des v ieillard r i instruit lcs j euncs gens. 
A 11 tiStrop he 

Aristide n,est pins; inais Sf'-memoire dure 
d ans Les f astes du genre h umain; 

210 et L~herbe, meme -au tetns ou renait Ja verdure., 
A ne pcut cro1tre sur 

cesse de cou-vrir Le chcmin 

[Page 6] 

191 'Antistrophc' 5eems to have been inserted later~ V has 'Le Premier.' 
[ 9 5 I3 ct\vcen this Enc and the f o 11 O\.ving V ha.s "'Le second., 
196 V: 'rombrc des Dcstinees/ . 
2 oo B cnvccn this lino nnd the f ollo\v jn g 17 hns 'Le Troisj ern c~ i 

20J nenveen this line and the fol10'\Ving V has 'Le Premier.' 
203 "'Epodc' ,vas inserted later. V h~s 'Le second.J 
2. 04 Be nveen this line and the foll o,v j ng V has 'Le troisicmc. 
2 06 V: 'Entretie n.' 
1-07 Ojdcrot ]ater inserted 'Antistrophe' and then crossed out 'Anti/ at the 

.s:unc time caplrnliz1ng the 's1 in 'strophe.' V has 'Le Prcmicr.i 
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Tbree Diderot I~etter·s, ·and Les Eieutheron1anes 9 r 
qui conduit a .su scpulturc .. 

Antistrophe 
d' de et di 

An'1ist que des honncurs1 des titres, des ayeuxt 
2 15 des ccussons de la noblesse, 

des chnrs brillants de la richesse 
quton soit yvrc a la cour., a paris envieux 

Le peuple repaisse ses yeux. 
I 

La issons sa so tise au vu l gaire. 
220 L-a bonte, La vcrtu, La b~aute, Les talents 

scront pour nous qntun gout plus Juste eclairc, 

Les seu l es gn1n deurs sur 1 a. tcr re 
Dignes q u 'en Lcur fa vcur on Distingue des rangs. 

Epode 
2 i5 1 Issus dtun meme sang, cnfants d,un men1e perc~ 

oublions en cc jour ro11te inegalite. 
G rimn1,, soyons 

Grinie, soir 1non ami.s; Sedaine, sois mon frere. 
Bornons notre 
Bornons notre rivalite 

a qui scaura Le micux Caresser sa uergere, 

2 30 Celcbrcr ses faveurs ct hoire sa sant~. 

213 'Antistrophc' may have been added later. V has 'Le second/ 
214 Iletween this ljne and the fol10,1ling V has 'Le Trofaieme.' 
z 15 Ilet\vccn this Enc and the f oHo,ving V has 'Le premier.' 
i 1 l V: 'gout plus sur.' . 
223 After this ljne V has another line: '"Tout Jc rcstc n'est quc·chin1crc.' 
224 'Epode' may have been added later. V has 'Le Sccond.t 
2 2 7 Diderot first ,,Tote ~amit and then changed it to the plural form; V has 

N ni geont sois in on an1 i/ B et\vcen th is li nc and the f 011 owj ng V h-a.s 'Le 
tro i sic nlc. 1 

2 3 o V: 1 boirc u sa s:intci t th c pre position ha vln g been inserted later. 

HERDERT DIECKMANN 
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