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An Experiment in the Selection of
Library Books for Storage

LSFWHERE 1n this issue of the
EBULLET[N articles by Kimball C.

Elkins and Keyes ID. Mertcalf
have provided the rcader with state-
ments concerning both the historical
background and the present situation
of the New England Deposit Library.
Ic is the purpose of this note to de-
scribe the pracncal measures that have
heen taken in one fiéld — che Greek
and Latin classics — for the transfer

of little used material from the stacks

of the Widencr Library at Harvard to
storage in the New . Englnnd Deposit
Library.

The decision to begin with the clas-
sics in such an experiment was made
chiefly because a member of the li-
brary staff with advanced training in
the classics was available for the work
of selection, not becausc the classics
are by any means dead at Harvard or
because it was thought that there
might be more disused books in that
ficld than in any other. Ilefore any
practical measurcs were taken, the Li-
brarian mect with the members of the
Classics Department to lay before them

a plan for selecting books from the
Greek and ILatin  classifications  in

Widener for withdrawal from the

shelves to storage, and the approval
of the Department was given. I wwas
then instructed to proceed, but before
beginning I conferred with the Chair-
man of the Department, both to solictt
his suggestiens and to outline my ocwn
ideas on how thc selection should be

made, Work was therefore begun
with the approval of the faculty mem-
bers most concerned, and ir was nat-
urally stipulated that they should have
an opportunity to examine all books
selected for transfer, with the preroga-
tive of retuming to the shclves any
that they decided it would be undesiz-
able to remove from Widener.

There were three main groups of
material to be deale with: texts of clas-
sical authors, translations of their
works, and works abour classical au-
thors (bocks dealing with classical
civilization as a whole and in its details
are given another classification in Wi-
dener and so did not enter Into con-
sideration). It should perhaps be stat-
ed here that since the sclection was
made by a mcmber of the staff of
Harvard’s rare book library, it was
possible at the same time te remove
{rom the open shelves large numbers
of books for the shelving of which the
Houghton Library is now respansible,
i.¢,, books printed on the continent of
Europe up to 1600, hooks printed in
the British Isles up to ty:5, books
prmced in America up to 1815, and
certain other hooks that by reason of
typography, bmdmg, or association
value are appropriate to the Houghton
collections.

It might be thought that in a field
such as the classics, in which cditions
of classical authars have been produced
one after another for almost five hun-
dred years, many of the earlier cditions
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might easily be dispensed with in fa-
vor of late editions in which more
exact and scientific methods of schol-
arship have provided us with infinitely
better texts. But while the text of a
classical author is the core of any edi-
tion, the notes, comments, and inter-
pretations of the editor of that text are
often of great importance to the sqri-
ous student, Jt must be adiniteed that
just as often thcy are of very little
value, and occasionally they arc
worthless (witness A. E. Housman’s
caustic conunents on the edition of
Manilius produced by the unfortunate
Elias Stoeber of Strasburg, ‘a city still
famous for its geese’); but even a poor
edition may have a negative value for
an inquiring mind. It was therclore
dccided to leave at least one copy of
cvery seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century edition of a classical author in
the Widener stacks; of ninetecnth-and
twentieth-century editions more than
one copy has often been left, depend-
ing on the editor, since these would
naturally receive heavicr usc.

This decision ncvertheless allowed
for the weeding out of a good many
books, because there were often four
or five editions of one work by one
cditor on the shelves. When this was
the case, the latest cdition has usually
becn kept (an editio maior alway's tak-
ing precedence over an ¢ditio 7inor}
and the others sent to storage. An ex-
ception has sometimes been made in
the case of nineteenth-century edi-
tiones steveotypae, usually of small
format and type and containing no
notes or critical apparatus, These seem
of little practical vse, better and more
readable texts being in all cases avail-
able. Ixception has also been made in
the case of abridged and simplified

379

texts intended for secondary schools,
since it Js not the function of a uni-
versity library to provide this class of
material.

As for English translations, jt has
had to be batne in mind that these are
used by a far larger group of readers
than any other material in the Greek
and Latin classifications, since an ac-
quaintance with the ideas of classical
authors is basic in so many fields of
study. Selection of these for transfer
to starage has therefarc becn made
very spatingly, being for the most part
restricted to carly editions of transla-
tions of swhich there were several Jater
cditions on the shelves. It has seemed
possible to store several cighteenth-
century editions of Whiston’s transka-
tion af Josephus, for example, because
therc were half a dozen or more nine-
teenth-century  editions  alengside
them. Foreign language transladons,
however, have Leen another matter.
French, German, Ttalian, and Spanish
translations of classical authors appear
te be very litdde used, and far larger
numbers of these have been sent to
storage. Even here, however, the ex-
ercise of a certain amount of judgment
has been necessary. French or German
translations have becn left on the
shelves in cases where there was none
in English. Translations into well
known foreign languages made within
the past ten or fifteen years have in
maost ¢ases beea left, whereas transla-
tions into lesser known languapes
(Polish, Swedish, Modern Grecek, and
so forth) have usually been removed.

The third class of mnaterial, works
about classical authors, whether his-
vorical, critical, ot interpretative, has
been left nearly untouched, since in
this field it would have been a very
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invidions matter indeed to éttcmpt to
decide what might and what mighr not

"be used. Undoubtedly there are hun-

dreds of seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century Latin works of excgesis and
as many hundreds ol ninctcenth-cen-
tury program dissertations thar have
not been taken off the shelves since
they were put there; but since books
may be used within the Library with-
out having a charging stamp cotercd
in them, there is no way of knowing
for certain whether they have been
used within the past twenty years or
not. It has therefore seemed wiser to
leave this rnaterial intact, An occa-
sional exeeption has been made if there
were two or more editions of a seem-
ingly little used work; and also in 2
few Tare cases where an original work

" in a little known Janguage was also

available in translation.

The classical collection at Harvard
is in the naturc of things one of the
oldest in the Library and contams
many books daring back to the very
beginning of the reconstruction aftcr
the disastrous fire of 1764. This col-
lection has also been buile up by some
very distinguished gifts, notably the
many classical texes given by Thomas
Hollis, Harvard’s great eighteenth-
century bcncfactor, and the Richard
Ashhurst Bowie collection given by
Mrs Edward D. Brandegee of Doston
in 1908 in memory of William Fletch-
er Weld. A subsidiary problem that
had to be faced in selecting books for
storage was to decide whether books
from such collections as these should
be sent along with those of ordinary
provenance. The decision was made
casier by the consideration that these
collections had never heen kept to-
gether as a unit anyway, but had been

scattered to whatever classification

_ their subject matter indicated. Books

given by Thomas Hollis are to be

found on cvery floor of the Widener
stacks, and those of particular intcrest
by reason of binding or autograph
annotation are shelved in the ITough-
ton Library.® The Bowic collection is
largely classical, but much of it con-
stitutes rare rnaterial and is also shelved
in Houghton. Thus there seemed no
real reason to retain in Widcener books
from such collections as these simply
because of their provenance. The
books are, after all, being stored, not
disposed of; and no breach of faith

-with the donois is invelved in storing

such portions of their gifts as are no
longer much used.

From this bricf description of the
considerabons that have been followed
in the sclection of baoks for storagé in
onc particular field, it will be seen that
the problem has been approached from
a conservative point of view, as is per-
haps fitting for classicists. Tt has really
amounted to a weeding ont of dupli-
cate material. It must not be supposcd,
however, that the method of sclecting
boaks for storage in a field like that of
the classics can be applied to all fields.
The classics present a situation in
which the duplication of texts as such
inakes up a large proportion of the

*A card catalogue of Idollis boolks at
Harvard, . with dara on accession, binding,
and annotation, is maintained in the Office
of the Editor, in Houphton, where infor-
mation concerning titles not previously re-
corded is always welcome. The r:atafoguc
was begun by the late Professor Chester
Noyes Greenoagh, who was particularly
interested in the scope of Hollis” donarions
as indicating the Pt}lltical and philesophical
backgrouads of his philanthropy. See Caro-
line Robbins, ‘Library of Liberty — Assem-
bled for Harvard Coﬁege by Thomas THollis
of Lincaln's Inn, Harvarn Liskany Buire-
TIN, V (1951}, 5-23, 181—166.
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books on the shelves; and at Harvard
it has been possible to achicve the de-
sired aim-—chat of providing space
for the prowth of the Greek and Latin
colleetions for perhaps the next twen-
ty years — simply by removing a por-
tion of this duplicate material. This
situation, however, does not obtain in
fields such as history or cconomics or
linguistics, and in such fields the prob-
lem of deciding which books are likely
and which less likely to be used is far
more difficult. As the process of se-
lective removal here described Is ex-
tended to other parts of the Library,
we shall undoubtedly learn that the
criteria for selection are not the same
m any two ficlds. In general, however,
it can be said that such selection ought
certainly to be catrusted to someonc
well versed in his subject, and it cught

always to be done in collabaration with
thosc members of the faculty most
concerned; buc it must also be done
with an cye to the needs of readers
outside the field of rhat particular de-
partment. Whoever undertakes to do
such selection must expect a certain
amount of criticism and must be pre-
parcd to change his mind in particular
cases. It is a work of compromisc at
best; no htrarian likes to send baooks
away from his library, and no faculty
member likes to see them go. But when
problems of space make it impossible
any longer to put off some process of
weeding the library’s collections, ev-
cry effort should be made to sce that
the selection is donc in such a way as
to cause the Jeast inconvenience to the
fewest people.
James E. WALSH

Fact into Fiction in McTcague

rANK Norris came to Harvard
in the avtumn of 1894 as a special
student, seeking te learn under
Lewis E. Gates what he had failed to

find at Berkeley in four disappointing -

vears.! Taking up residence in 47
Grays Hall, he enrolled in English 22,
Gates’s creative writing course, and
turncd his attention to the business of
becoming a writer. The resuits of Ivs
one ycar of study, although not im-
mediately apparent, wcrc important,

*Lewis E. Gates, AB. s.ed. Harvard 18Ry,
had been instructor in forensics and Enplish
since graduation. Ile became Assistant Pro-
fessor of Laglish io rdg6, and of Comparative
Literatare in 1001, but il healch forced his
resignation the following year, and he rc-
mained quietly in retirement uncil his death

n 1924.

for at Harvard he wrote nincteen
chapters of a work which, when it
was published four years later, became
a major cvent in the history of the
American novel. In gratitude to the
man who, Naorris declared, taught him
more about writing than anyone clse,
he dedicated AfcTeage to ‘L. E. Gates
of Harvard University,’ 2

The Tlarvard Library possesses, appro-
pristely enough, 2 portion of the autagraph
manuscript  of AMcTeagie, cvonsisting of
twelve Jeaves and two fragments, corre-
s%nding to pp. 137158 of the first cdition
(New York, Doubleday & MNcCiure Co,
18g9), This is aEparentl)* a fisst ar carly
draft, being much corrected, yet it appar-
ently alse scrved as printer's copy. It came
to Harvard in rgzo from Randolph Edgar,
of Minacapolis, together with a complete
set of Norris ‘firsts’ from the same source.
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Linnaean books from the Arboretumn
and the Gray Herbarium continuc on
deposit in the stacks of the Houghton
Library, whence they may be drawn
for consultation in the new Herbariam,

Mis Lazella Schwarten, formerly Li-

brarian of the Arnold Arborctum, is

now Librarian of both the Arnold

Arboretum and the Gray Herbarium
and is in charge of both libraries in the
ncw building. She is assisted by Mrs
Patricia Lewicki and Mrs Yvonune
Meigs. Dr Richard Schultes has re-
cently been appointed Curator of the
Orchid Herbarium of Oakes Ames and
is in charge of the Orchid Library.
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