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IVan Fedorov' s Primer 
. . . 

I. INTRODUCTORY llU:1\1:AlH{S 

F.RGE D1Ac1-11iEv ( l 87 2~1929), the chan1pion of 1nodern Rus-
si ~n ha 11 et, n11.1 sic: and £n e arts, \ v-9 s possessed· j n the last years 
of his life hy a nc,v passion, the ·collecting of rare ~ussian 
books a~d manuscripts. On the tenth anniversary of his death., 

Diaghilev's life and ,vork ,vere recounted by his close friend and co-
,vorkcr~ the maitre-de-ballct Serge l.rifar, in a biography pnblishcd .first 
in Russian-ar.:id a year later in an English reshaping (Lifar, 1939, 1940). 1 

Jjfar reports that in September r92 7 Diaghilev visited llome for the 
sake of the 'little books) and then ,vrote him from Florence: 'In Rome 
everything ,vas fine , .. . J dug up a bcautif nl," · tren~·endous lll1ssian 
book [cud1nlju, potrjasajusc11ju russknju knigu], and other things 
too .•.. ' The biographer adds: _(And1 indeed, ·the book did tum O':}t 
to be "tre1ncndons/' the vendor evidently havjng not the least id~a 
,vhat it \Yas, -a Slavonic book being obviously as ·unintelligible to ·hitn 
a.s one in Chinese~ J n fact, the only clue he n1ight have had to. ir.s val uc 
, v as it~ incl us~on in a collection of thirty exceedingly rare volumes~ j rt 
several languages. It turned out to be the first Russian gramn1ar · ever 
·prjnted, and a product of the presses of the first Russian p~intcr~ I~an 
F'edorov4 ... \::\Iith burning eyes, though Diaghilcv,s eyes·very· r~rcly 
lit up~ and then only for a barely ~ppreciable 1nomcnt, he recounted 
,vith rapture the de~ails of his_ findt (Lifar., 1940., p. 32 6; cf. J..,ifar\ 
193 91 p. 413). Both the discoverer and t~e reporter -in his turn an 
ardent and expert collector of Russian boo1{s and manuscripts - ,vcrc 
a,varc that (this book alone ,vas a con1plete and final vindication of 
Diaghilev's hobby-4' 2 J.jf ar"s statements, ,vhich appeared on the eve of 
the Second Vi7 orld ,, 1 ar, ~nd in a vol un1c quite ren1otc from the read-
ing scope of Slavic philologists~ re1naincd the only explicit reference to 
J van Fed o rovt s Prim er un ti I t11 e announccn1en t in 19 5 3 of its acccssio n 
to the Harvard College Library through the gift of Bayard L. l{ilgour 1 

1 For bib~1ographical rcfc.rences see ppr 42.-45 bclo,v+ 
2 The pennission of G+ P. Put11am1s Sons to quote from S. Lifar's Serge Diagl:Jilev,. 

Hif Life,. I-Ji; 1-Vork! His l-egend (New York, 1940) is g.ratef ully acknowledgelt 

5 
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Jr, J2 71 ,vho-acquired the ,vork from the collectjon of Boris Kochno, 
to ,vhom it had been bequeathed b)T Diaghilev (see Jackson, p. 5 f., 
and Lif ar\ 193 8, p~ 1 94). 

The Prin1er is definite]y I van F edorov,5 ,vork4 At the end of the 
last page of the text ( 79 in our pagination) one reads: 'Printed in Lvov, 
year 1574., 3 l""hus this is a t,vin publication to Ivan Fedorov,s Apostle, 
issued in the san1c year and to\vn, of ,vhich sonic fifteen copies are 
extant (sec Doroscnkot p. 41). Over this colophon t\vo designs arc 
inserted: at the left,.the arms of the city of Lvov; and at the right, the 
printer's insignia, a curved strip (1nirror~image of the Cyrillic letter 
6elo~ S) surmounted by an arro,v against a speck led background on the 
left :ind ,vith the four letters of Ivan's na1ne in its bookish forn1 -lonn 

on either .side., I and the circun1fiexed win the upper part, A and H 
in the Jo,ver. Both blazons, that of the city on the lcf t, and that of the 
printer on the right, appear also jn the Lvov Apostle, only· there they· 
are enclosed in an in tr i ca te a.can th us pattern, and, in the pr inter, s n an1e,, 
A is accompanied by a stress-and H by an apostrophe (the so-called 
paerok). The fran1e of the prjnter's mark, both in the Prin1er and the 
Apostle, is similar to that of the city·'s arn1s. Ivan's car]icr prints lack 
. this 111~rk, ,vhereas in his later pr]nts the 1nark is preserved but ,vith a 
change in letters: I ( loan) on the left and B ( == Bcdorov) on the 
right. The mun e blazon., \Vi th these t,vo ini tialst rca p pears on the print~ 
er's to1nbstone in Lvov. As to the origin of this mark, it remains ques-
tionable ,vherher its components are a combination of different ~rms, 
as the l\1etropolitan JJarion suggests (see Ohijenko, 1953, p. 3 2), or 

. ,vhcthcr the arro,v-cappcd strjp is borro,v·ed from the arms of the 
Byc]orussian-Ukrainian fan1i1y· of n1agnates and Church dignitaries 
n:uned R2hoza., in nccordancc ,vith the snrn1isc of B. Luko111skij (sec 
Ivan Fedorov, pp. 167 ff.). Both Prin1er and Apostle use the sa1nc 
paper and the san1c type. The he~dpieces 2nd tnilpieces arc very similar 

F~csin1iles of all pages of the Prirner, including fly1eaves containing in:::cdptions, 
re rcpro du ced h crc\v ith1-in dou hlc~pagc sprc ads~ For purposes of reference, printed 

pages ha ,Tc been numbered co nse cu ti vel y in ara bj c f rem 1 to 80 {inc 1 u ding nvo 
hfa.nks:1 pp. R :lnd 80 )t ~nd the four flylea,Tes ha,·c been designated by the letters A to 
]), Fnur prJntcd pages, It 7, 9, and 79, ha.vc also been reproduced singly., in the size 
of the origina.1. Finally, t\vo pages fro1n a closely :rcfoted Prin1er {see belo,v! pp. 
27-.29) arc incJudcd at the end of the series of plates. reproduc~d from the copy 
in the Bod leian L iL ra ry through the cou ncsy of the Keep c r of Pri n tcd lloo k~. 

The cost of the entire series of pl a tc-s here prc.i;; o ntcd I I as Leen def rft ye-el f ron1 
funds generou:s]y nrntle av::i:HaLle Ly the Com1nit1:ce for the Pro1notinn or Ad ranccd 
Sl:1,·ic Cuh-untl Stu~lics!-under the chairn18.nship of Mr Gordon \lrasson, 
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or even identical; thus the tailpiccc on p~ 7 of the Primer full)T coincides 
,vith that of leaf 241 ver~o of the Apostle (see its fncsin1ile in Ivan 
Fedorov, p. 166) .4 

All the spelling peculiarities pointed out by the l\1ctropolitun ]larion 
in the Lvov Apostle (see Ohijenko, 19 53, pp. 42 .ff.) rc-cn1crge in the 
P.rimer: the digraph DY, the preiotized A, and the broad on are used 
-at the beginning of -a. \Vorct ,vhilc every\vhere else ,ve correspondingly 
find a round uk, a 'sn1all jus/ and a narro,v 011. Neither the 'big jus/ nor 
the broad est~ occurs in the texts presented. On1cga is used only ,vith a 
superscribed T. The letter I appears also before consonants~ particu-
]arly· in foreign ,vords and in certain roots such as edi11-., odiu-. There 
is no fi; selo (S) is confined to a fe,v ,vords, as for instance, slo. 
''-'ithin ,vords B after JI js often omittcd4 Capital letters arc used only· 
at the head of entries. \Tovtels unprcccdcd by consonants carry an 
aspiration n1ark. --rhc final stressed vo,vcl is marked by a; gravis, other 
strcssc d vo ,v els by an a cute. Enc Ii ti cs and proc Ii ti cs are j oi ncd to the 
stressed ,vords. In the .division of syllables no hyphen appears.5 The 
use of ·.sigla (tit/a) and of superscribed letters is identical in both prints4 

A1nong the da tcd incunabula of the East Slavic ,vorld, the ne,vly 
found Lvov n1anual of 1574 c1ncrges ns the oldest Primer. In the Slavic 
'\'est! printed spelling-books -appear considerably earlier. Ortbogra-
pbitt seu 1nodus rccte scribc11di et legc11di polonicu111 idion1a, by Stani-
sla,v Z11boro,vski1 ,vas published in Craco,v bct\veen 15 12 and 1515 
and re-edited in 1 5 1 8 (sec Los" pp. 1 o 3 ff~; Estreicher, p. 5 1). In 
153 5 the grammarian Benes Optat of Tele issued the first Czech primer, 
lsagogico11t jenz jest 11-vede11i kazdennt pocinajicf111u se uciti JJsati (sec 
Hcndrich, I{ub11lck, und Simek, ,vhose study of the Czech primers of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries ren1ains a monograph un-
equaled jn other Slavic languages). A Slovenian Abecedariun1 by P. 
Trt1ba~ appeared in Tiibingcn around 15 51 and, finally-, a Croatian 
A zb u kvar in Cyrillic nn d G 1-ago1 i tic letters ,vas printed in U rach in 
1561 (see l\1urko~ pp~ 1, 14). 

Bcf ore ,ve consider the Lvov Prj111er in detail, a fe,v data on its 
t A descripdon of the Primer :and a. discussion of its spcci-a] bibJiographical features 

and relationships by Professor \Vi11iam A. Jackson appear in. -an Appcndtx pdnted 
l,elo,,r. 

Since ,vords "\'-'ere often \vritten ,vithnut scp8.ration! ~nd since on the other hnnd 
IlO hyphen ·was us~d to connect the .syllables of a divided ,vord~ the particular 
clw.rictc-rs fur iC1itial ,·O'~v~ls ::ind the particubr ~tress sign for final VO''i.\'els helped 
to 1nlrk the i.vord-horders. 
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printer n1ust be recalled. His first nan1e appears as l'Vnn or, in a more 
bookish variant, I 001111 or l oa 11. In [Vlosco,v records his patrOn}rmic j s 
Fedorov, or ®edorov, or eedorov sy11, and his Ostrog publications are 
signed Jodn 0e6dorov syn zA1oskvy (Ivan Fcdor's son from 1'1osco\v) .. 
Jn his prints of Zab1udov he is cal1ed lviin ee6dorovic (or eedorovic) 
A1oskvitin (ic .. , A1uscovitc) and in the l.-vov Apostle loa11u Sedorovic, 
,vhile i11 the_ Latin and Polish documents of Galicia and \ 1 olynia his 
patrony1nic is given as Fedoro,vicz, Chodoro,vicz, and Ch\vedoro\vicz, 
~nd A1oskvftin is once translated into Latin as i\1oschus (.see Pta.szycki,. 
No. 2 z) 4 Thus in none of these variants does the printer,s patronymic 
appear alone, ,vhilc lvdn or loan occurs often ,vithout the patronyn1ic4 
The use by scholars of the form Fedoro·v or Fedoro,;,tic us a fan1ily nan1e 
is an u n lv·arra n te d n1 o d ernizati o n4 

]van Fcdorov, the deacon of the Church of Saint Nicholas the 
'''ondcr 'l\'orkcr of Gosmn', in the-Kremlin., had his press in l\1osco,v 
.fron1 1563 to I 565., and then, as he hi1nself relates·in the postface to the 
Lvov· Apostle~ the envy .. and hatred 'of 111any superiors, ecclesiastical 
authorities,· and p·receptors, drove him fron1 his ·'land, native country, 
and kin to other., unkno,vn parts' (see Karataev, p. 182 f .) .. Plausible 
conjectures ]1avc been 1nadc concerning I van F edurov"s relations ,vith 
the .ivlosco,v ]iterary ·circles under Ivan the Terrible, 2nd in particular 
\\ 7ith P.rince Andrej Kurbskij. The vjoJcnt shift of Ivan's policy soo1~ 
after the death of 1\1e::tropolitan 1\1akarij, Ivan Fedorov:ts protcctort the 
transform a ri on of Kur h.s k i j into a po Ii 6 cal refugee a r1 d fie rec adv crsary· 
of the Tsar in 1564:t and the terroristic regime initiated by,. the opricniki 
ju 15.65 suggest poJitical reasons for the flight of Ivan Fcdorov and his 
aide (k/e·vret), Petr Timofeev of l\1stislavl' (-a tO\Vll in the l\1ogilev 
region). · As Nekrasov (p. 68) pointed out, it is quite likely that, since 
T van Fedorov and Petr lvistislavcc. \Vere involved in the same cultural 
circles as Korb ski j a.n d ]\ 1 aksin1 G re k, they , vere in d anger of p erse-

- . . 

cutton. 
In 1 568-70 Ivan Fcdorov \VOrkcd 3S printer in Z-abludovt a Byelorus-

sian to,vn ·under Lithuanian sovcreignt}\ but in the latter y,.ear his pro-
tector there, the Hetman Xodkevic., prohibited hin1 fron1 continuing 
his press, probably under -the irnpact of the Ljublin political union of 
r 569 bet\-veen Poland and Lithuania (see Ohijcnko, 1929, p. 2.8), and 
the printer, ,vishing to persevere in his activities~ 111ovcd to Lvov the 
Ukrainian _center of Galicja. Herc he printed in 1573 and 1574, sup-
ported 1nainly by the local Ukrainians of the Jo,ver n1iddle cJass 2nd 
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lo,,~cr clergy. As· Zcrnova dctected 1 a considerable amount of ty·po-
g ra phic n1 a teri a 1 \ vas brought h)7 th c pr in tcr f ron1 l\1 osco\v, first to 
Zab]udov and then to Lvov, and this fact, coupled ,vith the story of his 
prindng house appended by Ivan Fedorov to the Apostle of 1574 (see 
Karataev, pp. 1 82 ff.), justifies our considering the J--'vov press sirnply 
as the continl1ation of the l\-1osco,v enterprise .. Financjal and probably 
also political difficu1tics halted the ,vork of the Lvov press. The i-Ju-
pressor . r11t!Je11us pa\vned his establishment and n1oved to \ 1 olyni a, 
,vherc in O.strog, bcn.vecn r 579 and 158 r~ he rcsun1cd l1is printing ac~ 
ti vi t j cs in the service of Prince Cons tan ti nc ( l(o nst-an tin I{ ons tanti-
n ov ic) of Ostrog4 .Another tcrn1in-ation can1c about through a conflict 
,vith the Prince. Ile rcmrncd to Lvov, ,vhcre he died in r 583, after 
vain attempts to revive his pub]ishing house once more. 

On his tonlbstone, loan 6eodorovic is described as the Muscovite 
printer ,vho through his industry 'rene\ved neglected printing' (dr11-
kovrr11ie zanedbaloe obnovil; see Ivan Fedoro-v, p .. 158 f.). This statc-
1nent js certainly valid for the Russian, Byelorussian, and Ukrainian 
chapters of his ,vor k. As a series of investigations ha vc tcvcalcdt print-
ing in j\1osco,v began before ]van Fedorov, at least as early· as the late 
fi f ti cs, but on a signi fi can ti y po orcr 1 e vel ( see es peci ally Tixo rnirov; 
Zernova, pp. 7 fl.). The first Byelornssian typographer, Frnncisk 
Skorina, -after havjng published a Psalter.and nvcnty-t\vo books of the 
O]d Testament in Prague, 15 r7-19t printed an Apostle and a handbook 
containing Psalmst prayers, and a ~aints" calendar in Vilna, 152 5 .. No 
books 2ppc2rcd~ thcrcaftcr1 in BJrclorussia until Ivan Fedorov,s Zab-
ludov publications! ,vith the exception of t,vo Protestant prints issued 
in Nesviz, r 562. Ohijenko ( 192 5, p .. 34) rjghtly stated that the A1us-
c ovitc emigrant I van F edorov t through his Lvov publications~ becan1c 
the first printer on Ukrain.ian soil, but it should be noted that the 
Cyrillic books pri~ted in Craco,v., 1491., b)7 the Gern1an S,vcipolt Fiol, 
are in Church Slavonic of J\1iddlc Bu1gariun recension ,vith some 
Ukrainian tinges, and ,vcrc perhaps destined not only for l\1oldavia, as 
Sobolcvskij ( 1888) supposcd1 but al5o for the '''estern Ukraine (cf. 
l\1aslo\\ p .. 17; l\1nszko\vski, pp. 43 ff.)~ 

The same tombstone inscription is accurate, al so, in calling I van the 
(printer of books hitherto unseenj (k11ig predtynl' nevidanyx) - ptob-
ab1)7 in i1nitation of the brief Vita of Cyril, ,vho is pra1scd as the con1-
piler of 'letters hitherto unkno\vn' (nz'bukvy 11ezn((e111y; sec Lavrov, 
1930, p. 104). Before Ivan Fedorov, no complete Church Slavonic 
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Bible and no Pri1ncr in this language had been published, and moreover, 
the quality· of text and ,vorkmanship in I van Fedorov'.s books ,vas in-
co1n para b 1 y high er th an in the earlier Church Sia von ic prints. 

I van Fed o rov tried four po liti ca 11 y· d iff eren t printing areas, l\-i t1 scov Y\ 
Byclorussia, \\.Testcrn Ukraine, and Volynia. In each of these he 
,vorked his press for nvo or three years 2nd in each fin2ncial or ad1nin-
istrativc obstacles forced him to cut short his activities. Probably a 
restless, adventurous, and obstrcpcrolls disposition aggravated these 
hindrances (cf. Ohijcnko1 1924) It js interesting that in 2U four 2rcus 
the printing -activities broken off by I van Fedorov ,vere resun1ed and 
carried further by his apprentices. Thus in lVlosco,v a Psalter ,vas pub-
lished in 1568 by his nvo pupils'I Nikifor Tarasicv and Andronik 
Titn of eev "!\1 e veza, the latter Of , V h on1 deve loped an extcn si Ve prj 11 ting 
activit}r front I 576 to 1602, to he succeeded by his son) Ivan Neveza, 
\vhosc press ,vas demolished in 16111 in the Time of the Tioubles~ In 
B ycl o ru ssia~ I van l"i"c d orov "s f or111 er companion t Petr J\1s ti slavcc, cstab-
Jishe d jn r 574 a prjnting house for t,vo \Ti]na merchants, the brothers 
I\1amonic, ,vhich became one of the most active presses of the time 
until its confiscation in 161 oJ \vhen its superintendent~ l(arpovic, ,v·as 
imprisoned by con1nland of King Sigisn1und. After Ivan FedorovJs 
death the J ~vov Stauropegial Fraternity· restored and developed his 
press under the rnanagc1ncnt of his forn1er collaborator, the monk 
1\1inna: despite _all political mutations, this F'raternal enterprise pub-
lished, do,,rn to the beginning of the .seventeenth ccnn1r)r 1 over 138 
items in more than 160,000 copies, and indeed lasted on into the t\venti-
eth century (see Krylovskij, pp. 263 ff.). Finall) 7 , after the departure 
of Ivan Fcdorov fron1 Ostrog, the press there continued a distjn-
gujshcd production until the 162o's, ,vhcn it ,v3s liquidated by the 
Polish l csui ts~ 

The activities of the hnpressor rutbenus, at all four stages, 1nanifest 
a striking parallelism~ In each place he printed one fundatnental and 
rjchly illun1inated folio volume: the Apostle in lviosco,v and in l~vov, 
the Didactic EYangclium in Zabludov, and the Bible in Ostrog. After 
having finished~ or at any· rate begun, -each of these folios, he published 
at ]cast one ,vork of a smaller size, less embellished and more suited for 
daily consumption: thus in i\1osco,v, in 1565,, he issued in t\vo consecu-
tive editions a Book of Hours (Casovnik) in octavo (sec Nckrasov, 
p. 83; Zernova,. p. 40 f.)~ in Zabludov, 1570, a Psalter ,vith nn appended 
Book of 1-Ioors in quarto~ in Lvov, 1574) our P1·in1cr in octavo, :ind in 
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Ostrog~ 1580, a Ne,v Testament prefaced by the Psalter jn octavo.~ 
Ivan Fcdorov's folios have survived jn a respectable nun1bcr of copies 

(see Karataev, pp. 155, 166., 186, 2 16; Doroscnko., p. 41; Popov, pp. 
160, 162 f .. ).. The n1ost nun1erous are those of the Ostrog Bible; in 
the l\11osco,v Public Library alone there arc r,vcnty-ninc (listed by 
Zernova, p .. 97 f.). AU his prints of sn1aller size, on the contrary., are 
very rare and arc preserved in part only· outside Russia.. Thus~ the first 
n-1osco\v edition of the Book of Hours is represented solely by a copy 
in the Brussels Roy~l Library~, the second edition by one defective copy 
in the Lenin grad Public Li hrary· and by the intact cop }7 purchased by 
Djaghilev in Rome and no,v jn the possession of J_jfar (Jjfar\ 1938) pp. 
185, 191). Of the Zabludov Psalter there exists only one defectiv-e copy·, 
in the Leningrad Public Library·, and of the Ostrog Nc,v Testament 
only t,vo copiest one in the Lenjngrad Public Library and the other in 
that of 11osco\v. Finally, the Lvov P.rin1cr is·kno\v11 only in its I--Iarvard 
copy: as already suggested, there has been not the ~lightest allusion to 
this latter ,vork in the abundant Iitcratnrc on the printer~ ,vhich to~aled 
5 2 3 itcn1s in the inco1nplctc bib]iogra phy of ~sources for the stu d)7 of 
Ivan Fcdorovts activities' co1npjled in 193 5 (l'Van Fedorovt pp~ 2 13~ 
1 77) 

It is not st1rprising that early printed llussian Primers and Books of 
Hours arc so rare that son1c of them have been found only-in "\1-'est 
European collections. Their re~dy disappearance is explained by their 
small size, cheapness1 -and conscq11entl)7 less careful handling by con-
sumcrs1 ,vho 'literally read thc1n to pieces' (see Zernova~ p. 41; Barnicot 
2nd Si1nn1ons, p. 98 f.). Their use by schoolbo)rs ,vou1d be particu-
]arly destrlJctive. Such manuals ,vere, on the contrary·, sedulously pre~ 
served bJT foreigners as outlandish cxan1plcs of a curious language and 
scr1pr. 

Ho,v n1uch such t~xts ,vcrc used ,vithin Russia is sho,vn both h)7 the 
repeated edition of Ivan Fedorov~s Book of Hours ,vithin a single )7 Car 
and by the libr~ry index of the f an1ous Stroganov f am11y·, made 111 1 5 7 8= 
the latter lists 48 copies of Ivan Fedorov's Casovnik""' probably· assigned 
for the use of the ,vholc household (sec Ilogdano,ta1 pp. 2 79 ff.). The 
question rcn1ains open \vhcthcr the only cotnplctc copy kno,vn of Ivan 
}icdorov's Book of I-lours in its second edition, that purchased by 

,[] llesid~s the rwo books~ a ]eaAet of t\\''O pagc.i; vlith B. ,·crsifi.cd calend::1r ,vas 
printed in Ostrog during h·an Fcdorov"s pcdod of activjty th<."!te (see Kar!l.t~ev, 
PP· i '7 ff.)~ 
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·Diaghilev in Rorne sin1ultaneously-,vith the Pri1ner (see Lifar, 1940, 
pp. 326 and 379), and presun1ably--, like the Primer, f ron1 t11e col]ection 
of Grigorij Sergeevic Stroganov (see pp. 40-----41 belo-\v), ,vas a personal 
acquisition of this famous collector or ,vas jnhcritcd fron1 -his car1)7 

ancestorst since this family· has long been kno\vn for its love of books 
and its ca gcrn css to prcscrv c the n10 n um en ts of th c ll u ssi an past t as 
even a Soviet publicatio1i of I 9 2 2 hazarded to reassert (sec Bogdanova, 
P· 2 77) · 

Are the nvo Lvov productions of 1574, the n1odcst Pri1ncr in octavo 
:ind the 111 ore 1 uxurio us A po st le in folio~ -a ch a nee pair? Qui tc the co1i-
t rary·, 'the Primer and the Apostle ,vere the alpha and on1cga of the 
Church Slavonic Janguage as a subject of instruction,' according to the 
neat forniu[ation of Xarlampovic, the learned investigator of the 4'.\:V'" est 
llussian Orthodox Schools in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries' 
( 1 898, p. 418) .. In the preface to·the-A1osco,v Azbuka-(ARC) of 163 7, 
a Prjmcr js defined as a ladder (Jestvica) to the teaching of the Book of 
Hours, Psnltcri and other divine books.. The assortn1c nt of in structivc 
·books ,vas-1 in general, vic\vcd as a strictly graded ascent ... 

Thus, on the -·eve of the seventeenth ccntllf) 7 ~ Ivan \ 7y·scns'ky-j.l a 
ren1ar ka bl e Ukrainian ,v ri ter of the ti n1 e, contrasting the t1·a ditio nal 
orthodox education ,vith the subversive Latin trend~ recomrnends that, 
after the pupil has mastered the grammatical key, 1instead of n1enda-
cious dialectic that teaches ho,v to turn 1-vhitc into black and black into 
.,vhitct he should sh1dy the devotional and just Book of Hours, and 
then, .instead ·of ·devious S)rllogisrns and high-fI.o,vn rhctoric1 shOll ld 
n1astcr the Psalter, pleasing to God' (sec Xa.riumpovic, 1898, p .. 2 3 3). 
All three books ::ire found a111ong the small-sized prints of I van F edorov 
·1'1clctij Smotryctkyj 1 the rcno-\vncd grammarian educated in Ostrog, 
stgte~ in his Grannnntiki Slavenskija prtfvilnoe Si11tag1na~ 16r9, that 
for centuries teachers have schooled )70l1ng·childrcn first in the Prin1er, 
then in the Book of Hours~ and finally in the Psalter~ :and that aftci-.. . 
,v ard s some peop! e a] so read the Apostle. Si n1 i lar 1 )7 , a con tern p orary-
IVI u sc ov i tc (adn1onition to teachers~ (Ho,v to ln1part LiteraC) 7 to Chil-
dren) points out that children first must learn the nzbuka, and after-
\Yards the Rook of Hours and the Psalter and other divine books (sec 
J agic, p. 7 8 B). According to Zabelin (p. 98) jn the l\1osco,v folk pat -
te~°: of the seventeenth ccntur3r, prin1ary instruction ended ,vith the 
Psalter, ,vhcrcas the· children of the court passed beyond the Psalter 
to the Acts of the Apostles and, finally, to the Gospels. Thus, Tsar 
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Aleksej l\1ixaj1ovic, after the Primer, began at the age of seven to 
study· the Book of I-lours, about six months later the Psalter., and after 
another three 1nonths, the Apostle. This schedule long remained valid, 
and as -]ate as 1947 Zernova, in l\flosco,v., affirn1ed that ·(until recently 
there ,vere still people ,vhot after having ]earned the Pri1ncr, practised 
reading in the Book of lfours and then passed on to the Psalter, (p. 41) .. 
According to this program 1 the Primer~ the Book of Hours, the Psalter, 
and the Apostle ,,rere the prin1ary concern of Ivan Fcdorov's printing 
,votk, ,vith the Bible its cro\vning stage. 

. . . 
II. Tr•IE C6NTENT AND SouRCES OF -IVAN FEDORov's PRli'v!ER 

In the postface to the Lvov Prin1er (pp. 78-79) Ivan Fedorov· char-
acre r izes his , vo r k: t Beloved 2nd rig h tco us R 11 ssi 11 n people~ Christians 
of the Greek rite! Th-at ,vhich I have ,vrittcn for you is not fron1 1nc1 

yet. I -have -cornpiled something fron1 the teachings of the blessed· 
A.postlcs and God-inspired Ho]y· Fathers -and f roni · the Granllnar of 
our reverend Father John Da1nascene., in· abbreviated f om1 to light-c n 
study for children~ If D1)' efforts are ,ve]co1nc to youJ accept thcn1 ,vith 
g9od ,vill, and I ardently desire to labor on other ,vell-intcntioned 
,·vritings, if God ·so pleases and througl1 your holy· prayers. Amen.'-

The Pri1ner consists of t\vo parts. The first part (pp. J-48), the 
nzbukrt ptoper., Jeads to a 1nnstery of the alphabet~ supplementing these· 
lessons ,vith som c granin1ati~al and orthographic data~ Th c s ccond part 
(pp. 49-77) contains texts for instructive· reading and n1en1orizing. In 
contradistinction to the second part,. the first is divided into nnmbercd·· 
paragr::1phs. -After the hundredth paragraph, (p. 8), consecutive nu-· 
n1cration ceases· and the rerrrn.ining paragraphs on the page bear the 
nun1bers 200, -300, 400., 500. \:\ 1ith the 5o"oth paragraph the ·first part 
ends .. At the botton1 of the page,. ho,vever, further nu1nbcrs are added: 
hundred signs fron1 6 to 9 and, iina11y, signs for thousands from I to 3. 
Th us,. the numeration of the panigraphs -has 2 · concomitant task~ to 
teach the Cyrillic letters jn their numeral value~ -

· The initial section of the first part) fran1ed ·by a headpiece (p. r) · 
and taiJpiecc (p. 7), treats 1etters and syllables~ § "J (p. 1) gives the 
letters in their _alphabeticfll order, § 2 (p. 2). ]ists the san1e ]etters in 
reverse order. This proc:edurc had been reconi.n1endcd ~s the second 
stage of learning in the treatise O pis'1nenex '(Concerning Letters) by 
Constantine, a Bulgarian grammarian at die Belgrade court in the late 
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fourteenth century, ,vhose do ctr in e early pcnctr-ated into Russia.. Ac-
cording to his mcthodi as su1nmari1.ed by Jagic, 'the pupil had to repeat 
~n the letters fron1 the beginning to the end -and then jn reverse from 
the end to the beginning, until they ,vcrc: fir1nly en1beddcd in his 1nem~ 
ory and he no Jonger stumbled); in departing fro1n the habitual order, 
the child \Vas led to recognize the characters not fron1 their place but 
fron1 their shape (see Jagi6, pp. 379, 43 3, 503).. The terminology of 
the Russian bookmen of the sixteenth century (see Jagic1 pp .. 678 ff .. , 
68 8) distinguished th c first stage of kno,v·Jedge - pro stoporjadie 
(norn1al order) or azbuk({, and the second stage - vspjatosl6vie (re.: 
verse order). The other 11an1cs for these t\VO .sequences ,vcrc v strenifnu 
(straight ahead) and v srjafcu (straight back). The third stage -
sn1e's11oe pozuanie (con1plex kno,vledgc) - consisted in dividing the 
fetters of the alphabet into five lines and ,vriting them in co]u1nns, 
do\vn,vards, and in the pupil's reading them fron1 left to right. This 
.stage is presented in § 3 of the Primer (p .. 2). The fourth .stage -
sn 1e' sna j c? n a'Vsf 1 jd t' ( j n verscl y complex) , in , v hi ch the 1 e tters , v ere ar.-. 
ranged to read up\vards and from right to left (see Jagi6, p. 678) is 
absent jn our Primer .. 

The alphabet, as given in the first paragraph of the Pri1ner, consists 
of 45 letters, and in this ,vay 111aintains an ancient tradition requiring a 
sun1 total of letters th-at is n multiple of nine (sec Trubetzkoy, p. 18). 
The letter zeuilja is given in t,vo variants: the -archaic, tailed character, 
and the ne,vcr one shaped like the n1odcrn 3. There appear nvo char-
acters rendering the /u/ phoncn1c: the digraph O~l is preceded by 
the ligarure of these r,vo lcrrcrs 1 the round 11k .. The character 011 js in 
r, vo variants, th c n ar ro, v and the broad; Ii kc\v ise1 the 1 ette r est' un d the 
on1ega (,vith the 11arro,v omega capped by T).. In the textual parts 
of the Prin1cr the broad est\ the broad on1ega,. the 'big jus/ and izicn 
do not appear. In§ 2, the modern~ version of ze11Ilja is on1itted, so that 
the alphabet contains 44 letters) and the 'big j11s' is p]accd bet,veen IO 
and the prciotizcd A, ,vhiJc in § 1 it figured bet,vecn psi -and fita. In 
§ 3 the t:1iled version of z.e111ljfl is omitted., and moreover the 'big jus, 
and the broad variants of es{' and ou, so that the sum of letters is cur-
tailed to 41. Sixteenth-century n1anuscript treatises on letters 
offer the san1c general number of letters of the alphabet, 45 or 44 (see 
Jagic, pp. 606., 6 5 2, 687 ff .. , 919). For instance! in tthe alphabet 
!'bttkovnica, rekse azhuka] of 45 letters proper to the Slavonic script 
of the Russian region under 1\1uscovite rule," there is but one variant 
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of ze1J1lja, but in com pens a ti on a paerok is added at the end of the list 
(see Jagic, p. 688). 

Fron1 single letters, the Primer passes to syllables. The llussian 
grarn1narian no in enc latu re of the sixteenth ccntu ry distinguished four 
types of sequences: 1) slog or rlozeuie, ,vhcn a vo,vel ,vas preceded by 
one or n1orc consonants; 2) predlozenie, ,vhcn a vo,vcl ,vas follo\-ved 
by one or n1orc consonants; 3) priklad or prilozenie, ,vhcn a vo,vcl 
f~llu\vcd n vo,vcl; and 4) pribor or 11tesuenie, \vhen a consonant fol-
lo,ved a consonant (cL Jagi6~ pp. 641 t 689, 806) 4 The con1binations 
of vo,vels preceded by consonants ,vcrc divided into four types: dv6jka 
,vith one consonant, tr6jka ,vith t\vo consonants, cet-verica ,vith three 
consonants, and pjaterf ca ,vith four consonants (sec Jagi6, pp. 65 3, 
924) .. Only the first t\vo types of the .sequence of vo,vels preceded h)7 

consonants (slog) arc listed in the Primer: dv6jka (ba, vrt, ga, etc.) in 
§§ 4-12 (pp. 2-4), ~111d tr6jka (bra1 vrat grat etc.) in §§ r 3-:2-1 (pp. 
4-7). 

The further sections of the Erst part of the Primer~ sepan1.ted from 
the initial section by the empty page 8 and by the headpiece of page 9, 
treat letters in rhcjr relation to "rords. 1"'his gran1rnarian level is kno,vn 
in Russian n 0111 en cla ture of the s ixtc en th and .sc vcn tc en th cc n tu rj cs 
under the fancifu] name of slogf11ja (see Jagic, p. 653). Upon passing 
from sjnglc ]etters and syllables to entire ,vords, the Pri1ner introduces 
the spelling names of the letters, follo"ring in this ,vay the order a1read), 
suggested by Constantine the Gran1murian (sec Jagi6, p4 43 5). §§ 2 2-

48 (pp. 9-18) give the traditional spelling na1ncs of the Cyrillic letters 
fro1n E to ~, follo,ved in each case by the present-tense paradign1 of 
a verb beginning ,vith the appropriate letter, so that the study· of con-
jugation might proceed parallel ,vith the mastery of the ,alphabet. 

It may be mentioned that the characters-rendering the phoneme /u/ 
arc called ik by Ivan Fcdorov (p4 I 5),, in accordance ,vith the Russian 
tradition of that tin1c ( cf •t c .. g4t Jagj6t p .. 606). This tradition sccn1s 
to have preserved the orjgi.nal na1nc of the letter Y~ ,vhich can be traced 
back as far as the bic of the Abecedariuut Httlgaricu1n of the elcvcnth-
t\vclfth c cntury and the 'YJK in the earliest G·rcck list of the Church 
Slavonic spelling na1nes discovered by· Banduri. On the other hand, 
the nan1e uk., ,vhich later gained the upper hand and ,vhich ,vas coined 
for the digraph OY and for the ligature (round uk)., _ appears as early 
as the treatise of Constantine the Granunari_an and the Prague Ahece-
darhnn of 1434 (see Brecklund, p. 137 t; Jagic, p. 43 5). 
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§§ 11-50 (pp. 9-• 9) car1y the general title: 'And this ilphabct is 

from the eight-part book, that is., the Grammar' (Asija azbuka. Otkufgi 
OS?JIOCastuyja, sire1 c' graunuatikii)" The reference is perfectly clear~ 
particularly .if ,ve adjoin the testimony of Ivan l1cdorovJ.s postface: cl 
huve compiled so1nething ... from the Gran11nnr of our reverend 
Father John Darna.scene1 j n abbreviated form to lighten study .. for chil-
dren.' The savants ,vho came to ll.ussia an1ong the nutnerous Balkan 
Slavic refugees- frorn the .. f urks'". and ,vho had such a strong influence 
on Russian · literature, literar)T language~ '2nd ~pelling, apparently 
brought \vith thc1n at lc2st nr.70 granunarian ,vor ks - an a bbrcvia tcd 
version of the above-n1entioned script ~concerning Letters/ by Con-
stgntine the Gra1nn1arian (see Jagjc, pp. 5 54 ff.: I'ercxod socinenija 
l(o12stauti11a grnununtika v literaturtt r11sskt1ju), and a treatise entitled · 
~concerning -the Eight Parts· of Speech., The lntter ,vork, obvious]1, 
modeled on the Greek Ile:pl · rr.£.v Uh"TW fi€pwv TO"U Aoyov, is ln10\Vll to us 
through a Serbian 1nanuscript of the fifteenth century and throllgh a 
Russian reshaping that occurs in n1any manuscripts of the· s1-xtccnth 
and seventeen th cen tu ri es; most of th c n1 an u scripts prcscn t this treatise 
as a transla6on fro1n John Dan1asccne made by Toan the Bulgarian 
Exarch. No such ,vork~ ho,vcvcr, has been traced an1ong the ,vridngs .· 
of John Dan1asccnc~ and its connection \vjth the Bulgarian author of 
the tenth century~ although defended by several Russian philologjsts 
fron1 J{alajdovic to 1\1alinin, is categorically denied by Jagic, ,vho 
ho]ds it to be a Serbian irnitation of so1ne late Greek treatise, co1npi]ed 
probably in the early fourteenth century (p. 364 f.) I'lo,vever this 
may Le, the ,vork is the earliest sketch of a. Church Slavonic grammar 
in ·our possession. But the div1sion of the grannnatic.:al pattern accord-
iug to eight parts of speech had been borro,ve<l by· the Slavic bookn1cn 
fron1 Gree,k tradition considerabl,r earlier+ 1 ... hus in the Old Church 

• 
Slavonic Vita of Saint Constantine C)•ril, ,vrittcn in the 97o~s, \Ve learn 
that after Constantine,s arrival in the Chersoncsc (he rnastered there 
Hebre,v speech and ,vriting by applying to it the eight parts of gran1-
n1ar f os11l l~siii gtrnuatikir-pre/oz'], and thereby· gained a deeper in~ 
sjght into the 111caningt (see Lavrov, 192.8, p. 2-59). 

The treatise 'Conccrnin'g the Eight Parts of SpeechJ cnjo3·cd a great 
popularit)r jn Russia. It ,vas of ten copied, and f ron1 a copy belonging 

·· to Constantine, Prince of Ostrog~ it ,,ras even puh]ished in \lilna in 
1 586, u11dcr the title l(grnn,atyka sloven'ska jazyka, thus bccon1ing-the 
first Church Slavonic printed granun~r. The tre::itise ,v'1s repeatedly· 
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Ivan Fedorov"'s Pri111er 17 
quoted~ ,vas utilized by l\1osco,v scholars such as 1\1aksin1 Grek (sec 
Jagic\ pp4 364 f., 595 f., 959 f4), and gave rise to several variations and 
i1nitations under such titles as I'repod obuago i bogo11os11ago qtca nasego 
Ioa1111a Da1naskina skaznnie o 0S1ni cnstex slova po voprosmu i otvety, 
0 S'/110 C (( s tn oe S' k nza11i e, l z-v i tie s I o-ve s O t OS'llli ca stna g O r az111) 1 e11i (t' 0 t 
a m10 ca s t1 i ye k11 i gi b o go11111 d r «go fi lo so ?-'a, and O t o sv1 o c rtst 11 ago razrnna 
(sec Jagi6, pp. 7 59-778). Parsing \vas labeled sin1pl)T po osu1ocast1101nu 
razunnt (after the eight-part doctdnc), or po Da111askinove knige 
(,after D:unascene's book). The gran11na.tjcal tcrn1inology of the trea- ·. 
tise entered in to circulation an cl a nu n1 ber of t hcsc tcrn1s arc sti] l c n r-
rcnt (cf. Bulic, pp. 170 ff.) 4 The eight-part principle of language ,vas 
considered so fundan1ental that in a Itussian mystical theory of the 
sixteenth ccnmfJ7 even the use of eight-tones in church music, the 
o·ctoechos, ,vas viewed as an inference dra\vn by John Damascene 
from the eight parts of speech (see Jagic\ p. 607). 

The Russian redaction of the Pseudo-Da1n2scene treatise differs 
from the Serbian text. Jagic surmises that it reached Russia in a 1\1oldo-
V/allachian reshaping (see p. 364 L) 4 In particular, the conjugational 
samples of the Serbian 1nanuscript arc closer to the Old Church Sla-
vonic pattern~ \Yhilc in the Russian version they present some Bulgarian 
innovations, a.st for instance, the substitution of the ~s1nall j11s' for the 
~big jus' in such prcscnt~tcnsc forn1s of the first person singn1_ar as tvorjd 
(from tvorr ), bija, po-vele-vajtt, ,vhcrc the Serbian manuscript h2.s tvortl 
(f ro1n tvorg), biju, po-velevaju. This Bulgarization, ho-\vever1 is not 
consistent in the Russian version~ ,vhich contains also samples such as 
glag61 ju and xo.f c ju4 Another Bulgarian trace in the Russian redaction 
is the third person plural of the aorist bi:r-u. (fron1 bixr) against the 
original form hise (fron1 hik~; see Jagic, pp4 332 ff., 339 f.). It is 
note\vorthy, ho,vcvcr~ that a Rnssi~n transposition of this treatise into 
dialogue form elin1inates both Bulgarian features and ,vrites biju and 
bfsa (see Jagic, p. 766). The Russian redaction presents~ 111orcovcr1 

one Serbian innovation that is absent from the Serbian 1nan uscript: first 
person plural of present tvorf1110, but bien1sja, ,vhere the Serbian n1anu~ 
script gi vcs tvor inl, bi e111 se ( s cc Jag i c, pp. 3 3 31 3 3 9) .. 

Ivan Fcdorov not only reproduces exactly the ,vholc present-tense 
conjugation of the verb tvoriti ( § 40 - p. 1 5; cf. J agic, p. 3 3 9) f ron1· 
the Russian version of the Pseudo-Dan1asccne, bht in general applies 
this sa1ne conventional pattern to the first per.son singular and plural 
of all the verbs of his alphabetical table of conjugation (§§ 2 2~48; 
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pp. 9-18): budja., hudhnq; virnzu1i1ljaja, · voraZ11111ljae1110; glag6lja~ 
glng6le1110:, £1trjd, daen10; e1nlja, e11!le1uo; zivja, zivfnto; zrjtf, zrhno; 
zizd j(i, zizd e'Jll O; 1st i11 s tvuj .. 1 J ; rti11 stvu en JO; izbn-vl ja ja, i zbtfi) l ja ev 10; 
ljuboJnudrjti., Jjubo1nndri1110; n1fluja, 111fllle1110; 11osjd., 116si1110; ob,~ov-
ljnja, obuovljae1110; prelrrgdjtr, prelagden10; rodja, rodluto; s/dvja1 

s l avh}} 0; tvo rja t tvorin10; 1/U Ul drjrf jrt, 1l111l I drjn e1no; fi l Os 6 f ja t fi 1 os6 fi1n O; 
xva / ja., xva lhno: 0 t k r yvaja, 0 t kr-yv.i e'l!J O; C el ou1ti d rja t Ce J 011 ill d r h110; 
l:tjn, ctfnto; Jirja, sfrinto; scedrja, scedri-Juo. These cxa1nplcs sho,v 
that the Bulgarian fonn of the first person singular that penetrated the 
Russian red a ct ion of th c Pscud o-I)a 111 a sec n c ga v c rjsc to a confusion 
of this for111 ,vith the Russian gerund. 

Follo,vjng the tailpiece on p~ r 8~ the Prin1cr adds jn § 49 (p. 19) the 
prcscnt~tcnse conjugation of 'passive' (actually reflexive) forms of the 
verb hiti, and in § 5 o (p. 19) the first person singular of the same verb 
throughout various tenses in the ~passive' (actually the subjectless con-
structionJ ,vith the third person plural of the active form gov-erning the 
accusative 1nja once mistakenl}7 replaced by tja). Both these para-
graphs are ,votd-for-\vord quotations from the Russian redaction of 
the Pseudo-Darnasccnc (sec Jagic, pr 3 39 f .) . The jnterpretation of 
vcr bs f o rn1 cd ,vi th t l 1 c rcfi cxi v c pronoun sj !1 as th c 'passi vc t voice s prca d; 
under the influence of the Pseudo-Damascene, into the E-as t S1 a vie 
grnnunars of the sixteenth century. Thus the llussinn adaptation of 
Donatus" Latin gran1mar by Di1nf tri j T olmac in th c mid-sixteenth 
ccn tury cites SU C l1 ,C passi vc t forms as 1 jt lb I ju sja' lju b iJi sja ( sec J agi6, 
p. 840). Similar examples n1ay be found in Evdokim)s Prostoslovij(I of 
rhc late· sixteenth century (see Jagic\ p. 948). 1,he gramn1ar p~blished 
by Lavrcntij Zyzanij in Vjlna in 1596 under the characteristic title 
Graun11atika Slove11ska Sz-verse1111ng(o) isklist~ra 0S1ni cdstij sfova as-
signs forn1s uc11sja1 sek11sja to the same 'passive, voice (sec ,, oznjak, 
191 r., p~ 2 30). All three works Iender the ~passive voice' by the term 
stradntuyj znlog, after the Russian redaction of the Pseudo-Da1112sccnc, 
\ v hi le the Serbian n1 an user i pt of this trea rise uses h oth the f onns s tr n-
d a 1 na and strndatehur. The latter variant appears in the Graeco-Sla-
vonic granunar Adel'f otes) printed in Lvov in 1591 (sec Studyns'kyj). 
Later it v{aS used by "/\1clctij Sn1otryc'kyj and through hfa gran1mar 
entered in to R 11 s8ian u sc. 

In the initia.l paragraph of Ivan I~cdorov's alphabetical table of con-
jugation (p. 9)., the n1canings of gramrnatical persons and nun1bers arc 
set forth fo11o,ving the exan1p!e of the Pscudo-Datnasccne (sec Jagic., 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume IX, Number 1 (Winter
1955)

lvau Fedorov's Jlrhuer 
p .. 3 39). Instead of the pronouns az (J)) ty (thou), and onzi (he) used 
in the treatise in order to explain the first, second, and third persons 
of the vcrbt the Primer gives the forn1s on (he), ty (thou)~ 2nd toi 
( that one). It is clear that the 'Bulgarjan' verbal form of the first 
person singular ,va~ 1nisundcr~tood by the Russian interpreter~ ,vho 
replaced 11' by '"he .. ' The nz ,vas n1israken for the spelling nan1c of the 
letter A and in this function it figures in the Prinler over the \Vqrd 
bud ja; there is consequently no verb bcgjnning ,vith the first letter of 
the aiphabet, although alkati might have served as such an example. 

§ 5 1 (pp .. 20~22), enrjtlcd Poproz6dii (Prosody [in 8lphabetical 
order])~ lists 26 pairs of ,vords beginning ,vith the Jetters fron1 B to~ 
and distinguished from each other only by the place of stress. Tv.,1enty 
of these pairs exhibjt the difference in the place of stress bcnvccn the 
second person plural of the i1npcrative and the indicative -povelftel~ 
11aja i skazatel11rtja .. Thus the children at one and the same time re-
hearsed the alphabet~ gained a sense for stress, nnd received further 
drill in conjugation. The diff crcncc in place of stress bet,vccn pove-
ll tel 110 (in1perative) nnd p6vestno (indicative) had been used by 
Constantine the Grarnmarian to introduce p11pils to prosody. The 
P rin1 er' s n a111 c for the j m pera ti v e goes back to Co nstan ti 11.e, \ v h ereas 
the P.scudo~Dan1asccnc calls these n1oods povele1'111JOC and povast11oe 
(see Jagj6, pp. 461 f .. , 3 38 f.). The Primer's name for the indicative 
has its source in the passage of the Pseudo-Damascene defining the verb 
as 'the indeclinable part of speech, predicating [skazatelna] the person, 
the tense, and the -active or passivct (sec Jagic, p .. 3 3 8).. The term 
11ove If t er 1~ o e h -as ta ken IO o t in Russi an gra n1 ma tica l t er1ni no logy" ,v hil e · 
for tl1e indicative Sn1orryc1kyj carionized the designation izijavftel'noe. 

It is notable that in this prosodic paragraph of the Pri1ner those 
verbs \V h ich stress the last syllable throughout the present singular stress 
the last syllable in the second person plural as ,vell (govorhe'J zrite, 
rodite, stoite, tvorite, ctite; also varite., derzite"r krestite, ucite, because 
f orn1s such as rJarf t,. 11cf t, etc.~ ,vere f an1iliar to Russian), ,vhereas the 
verbs ,vith the stress on the root in the second and third persons singl1lar 
preserve it aJso in the pl ura 1 ( l j11 bite, 116 site, etc.) This a.re haic accen-
t nation is common to Ukrainian and North Russian (see Ohijcnko, 
195 z, p~ 206; Obnorskijt pp .. 138 ff .. ). A stressed ending -te penetrates 
into Church Slavonic texts of the Russian recension, snch as the Ne,v 
Tcstan1cnt of I 35 5 ,vfrh the accentuations r;nuite., stoite., razresite., 
st-voritet ,vhcrc Sobolevskij ( I907, p. 278) sees a North Russian fenture, 

... 
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,vhilc Ohijcnko ( 193 8., and 192R, p. 445) suspects an early infiltration 
of the l(ievan church pronunciation into [Vloscov{. These final stresses 
in the prosodic section of the Primer strikingly contrast \Vith the table 
of conjugation in the preceding paragraphs~ ,-,;..-hich give such present 
tense accentuations as zrfte., krestite, rodf te, t-vorfte, ctfte. It is obvious 
that these t,vo lists of verbal f or1ns in 1 van Fed orov' s Prin1cr are of 
di ffe rent orig in. 

A set of orthographic, prosodic, and gran1matical articles under the 
general title l{uiga glngole11u1ja buk-vy (The Book Called Letters~ 
hereinafter designated the Book) appears in the san1c order and ,vith 
only slight variations in nun1erous manuscripts fro1n the sixteenth. to 
the eighteenth ccntul)r. Jagicj ,vho studied and published this ,vork in 
his funda.tncntal collection of old 111anuscript ,vritings on Church Sia~ 
vonic (pp. 7 30-743) concludes that it ,vas indubitably compiled on 
Russian soil, most probahl)r in northeastern Russia, 2nd that this com-
pilation assimilated so111e articles of very old origin (p. 596). A section 
entitled Ase osr11ocastne ot gra111atikija (And This Is froni the Eight~ 
Pa rt Gra mn1-a r; see J a gi c, p.. 7 3 9) b cgins ,vi th a passage similar to Ivan 
Fedoro·,ls initial gran11natical paragrr1p\1 (pr 9), with the same rnisco1n-
prchcnsion of the first person bttdja 011; the Book, ho\vcvert betrays a 
greater confusion of the verbs buift (I rouse) and bi'idu (I shall be). 
The ne~1: section of the Book coincides ,vith the t,vo final paragraphs 
of the Prjmer"'s gran11natic2l section (p. 19), containing the san1c t,vo 
quotations fron1 rthc Russian Pseudo-Da1n2sccne. Both quotations 
arc also inserted in a llussian .sixtcenth-ccntur)7 adaptation of Constan~ 
tine's trea6se ~concerning J.Jetters' (sec Jagic, p. 56 5). No corre~ 
spondcnce ,vjth the intermediary paragraphs of the Prjmer,s gran1111ati~ 
cal section (pp. 10-18) are found in the Book. The prosodic section 
(pp·. 20-21) fa paralJclcd letter by letter in one of the versions of the 
Book (see Jagic, p. 7 38 f .. ), except for the imperative filosoffte of the 
Book as compared ,,~itl1 the Pritneris misprjnt, filoffte .. ~n other variants 
of the Book the nu1nbcr of ,vord pairs differentiated by the place of 
the ~tress is considerably higher than in the Prin1cr. Further., not only 
is the in1perative contrasted ,vith the indicative., but also the non1inativc 
plural slovd, rebra, jadra, v6dy ,vjth the gcn~tive singular s16va~ rebra~ 
jndra, vodj,; the 1101ninativc dual rltcJ ,vith the dative singular ruce'; 
th~ jnstrun1ental singular sy11ou1 ,vith the dative plural syu6111; the 
genitive singular masculine be'la., strasua ,vith the nominative singular 
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feminine bela, strama, etc. The Book o.ffcrs1 n1orcover, an accentual 
triplet: po 'l110SCi idox - p6111osci prosja - po1nosci iu6111u XOSC1l. 

The next section of the Prj~ er, P oorto gr afii, covering paragraphs 
5 2-7 6 (pp. 1 3-44) t corresponds to the arrj cle of the Book with the 
more explicit title N acal o bukv po ortografii (Spelling in Alphabetical 
Order; Jagic, pp. 73 2-736). Both alphabetical lists end ,vith the letter 
-er, and both lack the entry o, but the Primer contains the entry S 
missing in the Book. This entire section deals primarily ,vith the 
podtitefnye slova (,vords under sigla), ,vhich ,vere traditionally con-
sidered to b c on c of the basic tasks of cl cmcn tary learning, flS th c 
Novgorod A.rchbishop Gcnnadij stated in a letter to the 1\1ctropo1itun 
Simon at the end of the fifteenth century (see Akty I.., No. 104) .. The 
rules for abbreviation and the use of .sigla ,vere judged to be highly 
important by 1\1uscovite bookmen, ,vho thus adapted a South Slavjc 
tradition going back to Old Church Slavonic. Only ,vords of hieratic 
n1eaning ,vere supposed to be abbreviated by sig]un1 or superscription, 
asj for j1;1stance1 bog ,vhen designating the Christian God, but never a 
paga\1 one1 glugoly ( ,vords) ,v-hen divine, not profane, vlady ka (lord) 
in an eccl e si asti ca 1 but not in a. sccu I ar sense. 

\iV ords in this section of the Prin1cr arc cited in various gran1n1atic-al 
cases and ,v ith diif ere nt d eri va ti onnl suffix es. In consequence, the 
section serves not onl}T to teach the rules of abbreviation and super-
scription, but also to reviev.r once -again the ,vho]e a]phabet and to 
familiarize pupils ,vith declension and derivation. In cases ,vhcrc no 
\VOrd beginning ,vith a given letter may be abbreviated, the Primer 
g i vcs the \ v ords not ~up posed to be ,vr j tten u ~1 der sig la or ,vi th sup er .... 
scribed letters; thust under the entry 3 (§ 60; p. 30), the Primer cites 
the ,vord zizdftef' (builder) ,vith jts dcrivativcst \vhich recalls a special 
1\ 1 u scovi te instruction on si g la to calligraph crs~ co n1 p osc d in the late 
sixteenth century, to the effect that ~jf son1e people un,vjttingly ,vrite 
zizdftel\ superscribing the d1 do you ,vr.ite ,vise]y, straight on the line, 
nc,Ter above' (sec Jagic, p. 7 r 1) .. \X.7hen it is uncertain \Yhich ,vords 
begin \Vith a given letter~ as for instance ,vith <D, the Prin1cr and the 
Book ]ist these ,vords. On the ,vhole 1 this section is n1orc con1prc-
hcnsivc in the Book than jn the Primer .. 

A definitive ans,ver to the question of the genetic relation bct\vccn 
the Book and the Primer ,vould require a careful re-exatnination of the 
diverse variants of the Book, their age, and filiation. It seems likcl}T, 
ho,vever, that the Prin1er derives f ron1 one of the variants of the Book, 
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rather than the other ,vay roundr ''-'e have seen· that Jv--an Fedorov 
,vas acquainted ,vith the Russian Pscudo-Damascene, dra,ving from it 
the paradign1 tvorja · (see Jagic, p. 3 39) that he printed in § 40 and 
u tiI izcd as a n1 o dcl for his en tire alpha h eti cal I ist of pres en t-tensc para-
d ign1s. This dual source ,vould explain tl1e ahove~1nentioned accentual 
difference het\'veen the list of paradigms and the alphabetical prosody .7 

The final recapitulation of the alphabet in the Prjiner is an alphabetic 
acrostic. Pozna11ie akrostixidnoe, sire~ c' granesy (acrostical learning, 
i.e., through verses) ""as considered an essential stage of instruction in 
Church Slavonic (see Jagic, p. 680).. In the previously n1entioncd 
letter to the l\1etropolitan Sin1ont Archbishop Gcnnadij refers to the 
azhuka granicn. The Jatter ,vord is derjvcd from grano or grnn (verse) 
(cf. Petrovt p. 14). The l\1ovgorod Archbishop therefore n1eans the 
'versified alphabet/ and he recommends that it be taught in schoo1 
,vi th an cxh ans ti ve cxc gesis b cca u sc 'o nI )r ,v hen one n1astc rs th c vcrs i-
fic d alphabet a.long ,vith the ,vords under sigla ,vill one possess the 
great po,ver of litcrac}r' (Akty I, No .. 104). Such an alphabetical 
acrostic ,vas memorized an <l served as a rnnen1onic device for tl 1c finn 
retention of the alphabet. · At the sa1ne tin1E it ,vas the first step in 
familinrjzing the pupil ,vith a literary ,vork. 

According to Gcorgjcv's plausible surn11sc, early Slavic teaching, 
follo,ving upon the activities of Saint Constantine~ confined the ,vholc 
primer to an alphabetic acrostic, ,vith the result that the ,vords begin-
ning the verses of a particular O Id Church S1-avon ic poen1 singled out 
for the acrostic beca1ne the .spelling nan1cs of the letters (pp. 147 ff.) .. 

The acrostic in the Primer occupies§§ 77-500 (pp. 45-48). Sobo-
lcvskij did not find this piece in Old Russian n1anuscriptst but published 
its text fron1 Pogodin's Psalter, n Scrbjan manuscript of the fifteenth 
or sixteenth century· ( I 91 o"} pp. 3 3 ff.). Russian manuscripts ·\"'{ith this 
poc1n ,vcret ho,vcvcr, discovered by Kalajdovic ( r 82 3) in the ,r olo-
kola111sk monastery·. Further, the apo1og)7 for Slavjc letters compiled 
by l\1onk Xrabr to,vards the beginning of the tenth ccntur):r occurs 
in n Bu]garian 2daptation of the thirteenth or fourteenth century that 
contains as supplement an alphabetical acrostic close to that of the 

IJ It is not in1possible, of coursci th:1t the list of paradigms as ·we11 ·was compjled on 
the basis of the Pscudo-Damascene by someone else and \YaS only adopted by Ivan 
F edorov I pa rticu 1 a rl y if ,vc ta kc J iteraH y l 1is tcstin10 n y in th c po stf ace: 4.•nrn t ,v hich 
I have ,v ri ttcn for you i~ Bot f ro1n n1c / 
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IJvov Pri1ncr and Pogodin's Psalter (see Jagic,. p. 304 f.). Several lines 
virtually coincide: 

Prj1ner: h(o)g esnl prezde 1Vsex vek~ 
Jagil:: h ( o )g 1 bo enn'. 

p rini er: lf z1l e nn' V.SC1Jlll ?U f rtl .. 
J agi C: zivot' VSe'IJnl 1nf n1 d ax'! 4 

P.rjnicr: ljudie 1uol zako11oprest(lp11ii. 
J agic: Jjftdie bez.t1ko·11ii. 

Prjn1cr: nakr(e)ste propja!a utja. 
Jag j c: n a kr ( ') s tl 1ur pr i gvozdist c. 

Prhner: terndv (Ps-altcr: tr'noven') 1i.ie11ec .-J-i.zloz.lla na711ja (Psalter: no. gla-vu 
'IJlOj11) 

J o.gU:: tr'no-ven> -venec, na glavp ,11i poloziste4 

Doth versions - that of the Prjn1er and Psalter and that of the Bul-
garian manuscript - contain a condensed teaching about the Saviour 
put into His o,Yn n1outh; the lines from A to I exalt the divine a]mighti-
nesst subsequent lines recount Chrjses torn1cntE from infidclst and after 
the Y line there is rcne\ved a glorification of the Saviour. Either in 
hoth or jn at least one of the r,vo versions, the initi~l ,vords of 1nost 
of the lines coincide ,vith the spelling names of the Church Slavonic 
letters or at least contain the sa1ne root or the san1e first syllables: 

Spelling name J agjc, p. 304 f. Prin1er 
oz a"I} az 
vldi vlde vi zu (instead or "Jcdc) 
glngof gl(agol)ju gl(agol)ju 
dohro dobro dobr6 
est es'1n' est' 
zivot ¾-ivot ziz1l ( instead of zivot) 
6clo Jc/o ;{IO 

ze111ljn ze-rnlp rzeulfja 
If • ¥' fze ize n:e 

i 
. ,,. 

t 1nago 
kako koe kako 
ljudie ljudie lj(tdie 
u1yslite 111ysI'jp 'IJlJ slisa 
n.af 11a na 

I 

O'll 0111 

r-'ci ri cetr, 
slovo sJo ... l-~o 
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tr"Jdo 8 tr'noven1 
, ten1av 

• I xer xe r O'U!'ll!J 

ot ot 
Sd -' r st1ta1111a 
er erou1.' 

i\1ost probably the t\vo versions represent t,vo different South Slavic 
reshapings of the same Old Church Slavonic alphabetic acrostic that 
gave the spelling nan1cs to the letters. \T cry likel}T this is the 1neaning 
of th c ti tie car rj ed by onr aero stic in some Russian manuscripts: A zbukn 
tolkovaja (Explanatory Alphabet).. In this conncction 1 it is note~ 
\l'Orth y that in certain var j an ts found in th c \.1 olo kolnn1sk 111 o nastery 
this acrostic is a ttr ibu te d to "Saint Cons tan tine1 th c T cacher of the 
Slavst (see Ka.lajdovic, I 92 3, p~ 3 20) .. 

There ,verc in the early· stages of the Church Slavonic alphabets t\VO 
I etters that a re still con tro versi al in S la vie philology: one located in the 
alphabet benveen I and It, and the other bet,veen the O variant labeled 
ot and U:. In the Glagoliric script~ the for1ner of the t\VO pu1...zling Jet-
ters had the numeral va luc 3 o -and th c J atter 8 oo. Both of these letters 
appear in rhe early alphabetical acrostics (see Durnovo,. p. 61 f .; Tru~ 
betzkoy., p .. 19 f.). They are qn1itted in the Primcrts acrostict but 
the Serbian variant has a e benveen ~.T and Xt and a tll bcnvcen the 
letter ot arid ~: the ,vords beginning ,vith these characters are 0a ·vors-
kuju and Fa-riseie (Sobolevskijt 191 ot p. 34). A Bosni1n Bogornil book-
Jet of the fifteenth century presents a similar alphabetical distribution 
of these le ttersJ and Na h ti gal is even in cli ncd to trace this pattern 
Lack to the oldest Glagolitic alphabet (pp. 135 ff.) .. In the Bulgarjau 
redaction of the acrostic this part of the alphabet is confined to 01\ <J\ 
X, ~, but bet,veen the I entry and the I{ entry there appears a snpp1e-
1nentary line geu10,iu ( re~d ti en101u1) 111 e pred aste1 and this voiced . 

pal-.1 tal stop is n ttcste d in an 0th er old a 1 ph ab eti ca 1 acrostic~ ,Y h c re the 
corresponding line begins \l 7ith the ,vord deony.. This latter poc1n has 
been published by Sobolevskij ( 19101 pp~ 13 ff.) from r,vo copies-
one of the late thirteenth centur)T and another of the seventeenth cen-
turv., the latter entitled 1110/it,va j)okajnf11Cljil (Penitential Prayer)~ The 
sarne poetn "\Yas included in another of the car]iest printed primers -
},lit Cal O 1/ l 611 i a d et e111 .1~0 tjaJ cin ! r {1Zl l'IJ l eti pis d11i e' p ll b }j shed in \i il n a 
bchvecn r 5 9 3 and 1601, and containing a ,vhole series of alphabetical 

Sec B-xcldund, p. 13 7. 

' I 
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acrostics. It carries there the title Az.buka pokaja1111aa (Penitential 
Alphabet) and begins ,vith the ,vords Az tobe pripadr,ju (see Barnicot 
and Simn1ons, p .. 106 and fig~ 6; also pp .. 2·7-29 belo,v) .. 

°"'ith the alphabetical acrostic the repetitions of the alphabct1 con-
stituting the first part of the Primer., .finish, and a selection of rcadingst 
forming the second part, begins. Fjrst comes a set of prayers fro1n the 
Book of Hours. 1"'hc first pray·crs correspond in selection a.n d arrange-
ment to the reading list rcco1111ncndcd by Constantine the Gram1narian 
after the n1astcry of the letters (see Jagic, ppt 43 3 ff . ., 548). The se-
quence is: Za '1110/itv Svjatyx Otec 11as!x (p. 49); Carjtt ncbesuyj; 
Svjatyj Boze (p. 50); Sl«-va Otcu i Synu; l)resvjataja Troice; Otce uas 
(p.· 5 1); Gospodi po111iluj (p. 5 z). Herc Constantine's list finishes., 
but the Prjn1cr continues ,vith Priidetet poklonin1sja and the Creed (p .. 
5 2). The prayers that follD\V are Oslabi, ostavi., otpusti., Roze (p. 5 5); 
Vsesvjataja Troice (p. 56) inserted by Constantine before the Pater 
Noster; Pren1t1drosti N«sta-vnice (p. 57); Hogorodice De-vo., radujsja 
(p. 58). This order of elementary teaching up to the Creed ,vas still 
in effect on the eve of the eighteenth century, as Prjncc Dimitrij Kan-
tcn1ir asserts in his criticisn1 of Fcofan Prokopovic.' Catechism (see 
Jagic, p. 442). Thus, he says, 'reason in youths is raised from lo,ver to 
ever higher degrees.' In this traditional conception, the PJi111cr appears 
as the first step leading to ecclesiastical ,visdo111 and should not be in-
terpreted as a .secular book quite a.part fron1 religious Iitenture (cf. 
Nc1nirovskij). The only diff crcnce f ron1 the 1.Jvov Primer is that 
Bogorodice Dlvo and Presvjataj« Troice precede the Creed in l(an-
ten1ir's testin1ony·. Three longer texts terminate Ivan Fcdorovts s~t 
of prayers: Velicit d11sa Moja (Song of the Virgin.; p. 58); Gaspodi, 
izbavi 11as (Prayer of BasH the Great; p. 60); und, finally., the Prayer of 
J\1lanassc:s (pp. 63-68) .. The prayers arc follo,vcd by edifying reading, 
bcgjnning ,vith 2 selection fron1 Proverbs (pp. 69-74) - 22: 17~19, 
2 2, 2 3; 2 3: 10-12., 15-l9, 2 z., 2.6; 24~ 1 3 t 14~ From the Proverbs ad-
dressed to the youth the Primer goes on to the Proverbs directed (to 
you fathers and teachers' and sums up those of the Proverbs that preach 
a strict education~ .2 2 15; 29:. r 5; 2 3 1 3, r 4; and 29: 17. 

The redaction of Proverbs cited in the Primer is strikingly distinct 
from their text printe~ in the Ostrog Bible - 2 3: Io is a typica.l ex-
ample: v 

-o Tr~ns1iterated -according to the custo1nary rules for reproducing CyrHHc ,vrit-
i in modern R ussfo. n Cha ra.cters ( 8 s: al so be lo\\\ pr 2 6) . 
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He )I; OTU Kali CH Me ~e II "LJY'.H-: JIX'L J lITT 3. no.:1 e C 11 po T hI; H eB 'hC TY n Y 1! 

Ostrog Bible 
H C np C.Jla rau 11 p ep;1J.I 'h B -h tf H :EJ X'b j B J,CT TI i e CH p Ora M. V E enH TI A II. 

The readings conclude \Vith excerpts (pp. 74~78) from Saint Paul ts 
Epistles - Ephesians, 6: 1-4; Colossians 1 3: r 2-16; I Thcssalonians 5: 
14-2. 3. There is, ho\vcr.,.er., a considerable textual d.iv·crgence benveen 
the excerpts in the Primer and the satnc sentences in the Lvov Apostle, 
\vhcrcas the latter coincides in these passngcs both ,vith the Ivlosco\v 
Apostle and \\' ith the Ostrog Bible except for a f e,v insignificant de-
tails. It is possible that for his Prin1er Ivan Fedorov copied son1e older 
assortrnent of edifyjng quotations from the Scrjpturcs. As a typical 
exan1plc of these differences ,ve juxtapose the Pri111cr~s quotation fron1 
I 1"'hessalonians (pp. 76-78) ,vith the same verses in the Lvov Apostle 
(fols. I 84v-18 5r). 

Primer 1574 
1\-:[ O..il"fOA ( C) B U 1 6p a Tie, 
Ha n:a:.=t y ITTC O C3)' M H l,T .fl,. 
yn; Ill 3.IITe 11 aJIOA (y} m E:. H F..1 $! 1 , 
U OCH 1·e lI eMO~blI hl 1T, 

O)I roT Cp II ITTC D 'I, U cf,x 'r 
6JI 10,[I_ I re A a He ~T6 s .1ui 

r , ' 3a3JIO I{OMy ]]7.,°:3AaCT • 
HO Beer ti;a D..11 (a) roe rouft Te, 
n i.:aAPYT-:E. AP y ry, JI T~"L B c 1:. ir '. 

, I' 
11 c er JJ,a pap; y uTe C.H, 
TIC rrp CC Ta H 'II O iUOJ1 ft 'reC,r J 

Oil c:e ~I (tll (a) TO}); n, p l .. CTR yn TC. ceu oeCT bE O}U[O ( 0) ~in 
ox (pncr )J; ic(yc )-Tu 1n,uac. 
r~ {y ),:o..:a HCyra UTaHTC. 
npop( o) 1:1:EocTBa HeyAapknTe. 
lLCfrir~e IIC1..:ywa10~e~ µ;66poe 

II ,. c 'h,11; ep}l.;:11 Tc o"T"n CJ! l\a ro 
n n µ.-b H 1 .1l" -a }la, o rp e t5 tin r c err. 
cnMn;e 6 ( o) iJ) :u1'rpa. 
Raoc(:r:;$l )'I-frr!- Bae 

, j 
C-"hE ep mea 1,1 .E '1:.B c e M • 
HDCC c1.,neprue1r1> :narn µ; (y)xn 
np; (y) rna nrf/ JJO ncrropoqno 
1n, up 1 un cc n1 i er ( o c rr UA) a Ham ero 
i C (yea) X ( PTT CT) a Jr; aC'J .oJnoµ;c T'J .T 

Apostle 1574 
J\fo.1:HM*C DLI,, 6patie 1 

Bpa3yMJI.HrlTC occqflllll J.T K, 
l. , 

}'Tb w anTe MaJIOAY m H J.J .-:rt 
3ac1y nauTe He:ri.rOill;HE:J:1 SI. 
A 0JITOTC p rrir TC )~1., n ci 1I t. . . 
uJI IO)); IITe ,r, aR IT 1: TO~ C S.11 a 

, f I ' 3aSJIO l\Olly 'E'L'!1A3CT . 
HO nccr 1l a ,iJ; 66 pa.H ll bl CjI JITe 
;i; pyr'Ei K'li}I; py ry H I~'I, B c-r, M ·r,. 

I r-:cerµ.a paµ.ynTeC:$1. , 
H crrp cc TH IT l l O lI Q_i[ n Tee JI. 
onceM'Ei ttlf( a) ro,;i;apfrTe 
ci!cGo ecr1i no.,1,i 6 ( o) *irr 
OX (pTI-CT )f, ic(yc )•l, lYJJUaC"I>. 
~(y)xa Heyraman'Ie. 

I • 

H}) OpOl.£ -eCTB 1 .H He YE Il11 lT~~a IlTe. 
:n Cit a; C U C1ty ill a IO 11.r_ e .n;,oop o e 
A e p 1rTe. OTB Cir K i.H 
]J e II.J; n SJI E:.I JI OT rp ti 6a n 1 cc.a. -
caJJ. C U ( 0) l''L ]I1I pa 
µ,.-=1oc (nsr) T:ITT'T, nTl . 

' I' C'r., u e p Uien h1 X'b OB ceM'l> 
JlRCe Cl,DCpIIICil'b nam']j. A (y) X'J-,,. 
lI lJ. (y) ma nriJioH cnop6 u no 
B'Ei np1t1nccTBier ( ocao;i;) a Ramero 
ic (ye) ax (pncT )a 11;u.c7,xpau 11T'l,.CJI. 

In addition to a difference in source, the Apost1e and the Primer sho,v 
a difference in the qualit)r of ,vorkmanship, ,vith the Primer less 
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fully executed. Thus the spelling SJJA 3ASJ16 is found in the Apostle, 
but 311A 3A3)I6 in the Pri1ner (p~ 76) 1 in spite of the fact that the ortho-
graphical Jist of the Piimer, under the entry S ( § s 9; p. 3 o) t cites SJIA~ 
S.ITE1 S)l0 1 SJIIf, etc .. in agreement ,vfrh a contc1nporaneous spelling 
rule: S.HOB}/ BCJIIC~lIO Il SJIOE If SJihlivl'h llIIIIIII s~:t.JI01Vl (sec 
J '~ ) lO ug1c1 p. 7 i 7 . 

III. THE PLACE OF THE Lvov 1\-1AKUAL A1\1oNG ~1TJE OTHER CHURCH 
SLAVONIC PRil\1ERS AND I TS HlSTORICA L S1GN IFICANCE 

The only kno,vn copy of Ivan Fedorov's Lvov Prin1er is that no,v in 
the 1-Iarvard College Library. A fe,v notes ,vrittcn in the volume give 
s01nc scant bits of infor1nation about its history before it joined, in 
all likelihood, the collectjon of G. S. Stroganov in Rome (cf. p4 40 
belo,v) .. Thus, the Ukrainian name and titles of the Polish IGng Sjgis-
mund III ( 15 87-163 2) on fol. Av and drafts of Ukrainian letters on 
p .. 80 and fol. Crv ~estify that in the .seventeenth century (the hund-
,vriting and spelling suggesting this as the tin1c) the Primer ,vas still h1 
the hands of Ukrainians4 On fol. Bv, a Larin sentence in Cyril]ic let-
ters, rc.scn1bling the Cyrillic transliteration of Latjn prayers in a Rus-
sian gran1marian 1nan11script published by Jagic (pp .. · 907 ff.), ,vou]d 
lead us to suspect -a proximity· to the Roman Catholic ,vorld~ nnd finnlly 
the Italian ,vords on p. 80 311d fol. Cv suggest a relatively· early transfer 
of the booklet to Ro1ne. 

Although there js no mention of a Prjmer by Ivan Fedorov in the 
fc,v historical documents about the beginnings of printing a1nong the 
r:-asrcrn Slavs, it ma.)7 be surn1iscd that the Lvov n1anuaI of 1574 is not 
the only pnb1ication of its kind by the rcno,vncd printer. J n their 
jnstructivc survey of unrecorded early printed Slavonic books jn Eng-
lish libraries, Barnicot and Sin1mons try to localize an undated anony-
1nous Pri1ner in octavo' C ntitled N ncalo uce11ia det eut xotjd1 lhn rnz11-
111eti pisanie., ,vhich is preserved in t\VO copies - one in the Bodlcian 
J..ihrary., Oxford, and the other in the Library of Trinity CoJlcgc, Can1-
brjdge (ppa. 100 ff.~ 115 ff.). In the latter copy, inscriptions by its 
earlJ7 English o,vner brought proofs that the book ,vas certainly printed 
before 1 5 91, probablji before 157 7, and perhaps even before 1568, 
\vhcn its purchaser., Thomas I-Ja\vtrey·., secn1s to have left Russia for 

~0 It ma. y be noted d1~t the u nd n ted Pr.inler discuss c d b elo,v has the spelling 
3JIA 9ASJI6. 

t 
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good. The question n1ny therefore properly be raised as to ,vhcther 
this book is not one of Ivan Fcdorov'~ nifosco\v pub]ications. 

Thanks to the courtesy of the Bodlcia1r Library and of l\1r John 
S .. G .. Simmons, Librarian-Lecturer in charge of Slavonic books at the 
University of Oxford~ ,vc have obtained 2 n1icrofilm of this Pri1ncr 
(along ·lvith n1icrofilms of t,vo Vilna pri1ncrs~ r 593-1601 and I 61 Bt 
both referred to jn this papcr) .. 11 A collation of the Nacalo 11ceuitt 
,vith the Lvov print sho\VS that the Nttcalo 1/cenia cncon1passcs the 
,vhole Lvov Pri1ner except for its postfncc; divergences arc lin1itcd to 
a f e \ v diff crj n g 1nisprin ts in ca ch of the t,-vo boo ks~ as , vcll as son1e 
n1 in or var ia tio ns in spcl ling and ace en tu a ti on. Of the text of the un-
da. te d Prirner., only the very beginning and the end are not repeated 
in the Lvov publication. The 'Unqatcd Primer, begins ,vith its title 
and a .sentence to introduce the alphabet ('First let the child learn to 
pronounce ,vhat fo]lu\vs~), ,vhilc at the end there is added an appeal 
su111ming 11p the quotations fron1 Saint Paul ('Thus-, brothcrsj ob-
serve the aposto]ic _precepts'), follo\ved by a late version of Xrabr,s 
apologetical treatise about SI-avonic ]etters. 

The fc\v orthographic features that distinguish the l..,vov publica-
tions of Ivan Fedorov from his l\1osco,v prjnrs distinguish ]ikc,vise his 
Lvov Pri1ncr from the Undated Prjmer (see pp. 3 5-38 belo,v)1 and 
make the l\1osco\V origin of the latter very likely. A microscopic 
comparison of the Ivan Fedorov lvlosco,v~Lvov type ,vith the type 
used in the Undated Prin1cr (see pp. 41~42 bclo,v) discloscst ho,vcvert 
that the characters of the 1attcr do not belong to Ivan FcdorovJs stock 
but are its close imitation. ,~~hat is needed is a caref11l comparison of 
the Undated Primer ,vith the productions of Ivan Fedorovts J\1osco,v 
apprentices Nikifor Tar:tsiev and Neveza Tin1ofecv. Such a co1npnri-
.son ,vould pcrn1it the verification of the tentative hy·pothesis no\v ad-
vanced that both the I~vov Prjmer and the Undated Primer go hack 
to a lost publication issued by .. I van F cdorov from his l\1osco,v press 
and that the Undated Prin1er ,vas printed in the late sixties h)r Ivan 
Ii e d oro v) s lvI osco \V a pprcn ti ccs, , v ho in1i ta tc d his types and ,v oo d cuts 
\Vith infcrjor skill and ,vith definite avoidance of any mention of the 
forbid den name of the refugee. If this ,vor king hypothesis is con - . 

]J As ~1re3dy ;ndict'l.ted (n. 3 above)., of pp. 2 and 45 of the 
Tiodlcian copy of the U ndatcd Pri1ncr are included at the end of the series of f ac-
si n1 il es acco rnpa n yin g t~1i, pa.per. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume IX, Number 1 (Winter
1955)

/,;..Jan Fed oro·il s Pri111er 
finned, then Ivan Fedorov's t\VO publications of the Lvov period ,vill 
nppear as a recapitulation of his l\1osco,v activities4 

It is highly probable that the puzzling 'Primer of large prine ,vi th 
,Yhich the Patriarch Filaret blessed the Cro,vn Prince Aleksej l\·1ixaj-
lovic in 163 3 (sec Zabclin, p.. 1 2 3) ,vas one of the nvo I \,..an F cdorov 
cditio ns. The Primers of the late sixteenth and seven teen th centuries 
sho,v that his manual ,vas ,vell kno,vn and exerted a considerable in-
fluence4 Barnicot and Simmons ref er to a Book of I-lours introduced . . 

by a Primer and published in \ 1ilna in 1596; they characterize both 
this introduction and a manual issued jn Ostrog in 1 598 as "a close 
reprine of the Undated Prj1ner (pp. 102 f_~ 105). The last decade 
of the sixteenth century ,vas particular]y rich in Church Slavon-
ic Prin1crs~ besides three pdnts at Vilna and one at Ostrog, a Prin1cr 
for Serbs appeared at Venice in 1597 (see Vanlic and Radojicic). 

There is a Primer preserved in the Bodleian Library in t\vo variants, 
differing onl)r in details, and both published in Vilna in 1618 under 
the title Grfl1JJ1}llltiktt J Jbo Sloienie r)in;1e11a xotjasci111sja 11-titi Slo·ve11' -
skago jazyka. J1.Jr1dole'tuy111 Otrocdto111 (see Ban1icot and Silnmons, p. 
I I I). A nevv edition of this primer ,vas printed in Vilna in 162 l 4 

Thanks to the courtesy of Trinity CoJlege., Cambridge, and the gra-
cious-he]p of l\-1r Simmons, a microfilm of the onl}T complete copy 
of the 162 1 edition, preserved in the Trinity College Library,, ,Yas 
made available for our research. These three publications foUo\Y chiefly 
the Undated Primer (or rather its assumed model, the lost ?\1osco\v 
Prjmer of Ivan Fedorov), and son1e of the alterations arc quite n1cchani~ 
cal. Thus the alphabetical spelling list of the l\1 uscovitc printer stops 
,vith the letter "41 and the Gra1nrNatik« . of 1618 continues this list 
merely by adding the III and~ lines of the acrostic from the Undated 
Pri1ner or its n1odel: 

Sa. 
Strtdu ija he s6 vs kago svo bozd dja 11a r. 

r. .. J-
.;:}CQ .. 

Scedrotanti svoego cl ( ove) koljl1hija. 

11/hile these three publications reproduce only a fe,v iten1s of l\ran 
Fedorov's Prin1er, there appeared in the same year 162 1, in the sa.1ne 
city of ''ilna, and under the sa1ne title, another n1anual ( described 
by Kalaj dovic, T 8 2 3 t P· 3 z 61 and Xnr1an1povic, I 898~ p~ 448 L) that 

• includes the vlhole ·.first part of I van,s Prin1er ( all levels of the -alpha-
bet, finishing ,vith the acrostic) _and sotne of the texts of its second 
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part. In r 6 3 4 the l\1osco\V printer \T asili j F edorov Burcov-Protopopov 
published, and in 1637 rcpub}ishcd1 a Pri1ncr that, ,vith a fe,v retouches, 
repeats this \Tilna 1nanual of 1621 (see l{alajdovic~ 182 3, and 182 4, 
p. 171). One of the fc,v copies preserved of llurcov's second edition 
(cf.. Karataev., p. 453 ) 1 un acquisition n1adc by Henry Boyle 'apud 
Novagoroda) 5 January I 65 5/6t is no,v in the Harvard College Li-
brary·. 

From the oldest period of East Slavic printing, ,vhich in Karataev'.s 
,vcll-groundcd vie\v finishes ,vith the pro1notion of Patriarch Nikon 
in 165 2 J sixteen editions of Primers have been recorded., but undoubt-
cdl y the total nu1nber produced ,vas considerab]y higher. In njne 
cases copies have survived only in \1/estern libraries. Of these .sixteen 
Primers., the 1najority, nan1cly ten., present Ivan Fcdorov's cotllpilation 
or i111itations of it. But even the Prirncr prcsu1nably published in Vilna 
on the eve of the scv en teen th ccn tory- and 'tcx tua] 1 y q uitc distinct fro 1n 
aH the other az.buki under discussion' (Barnicot rn1d Si111111onst p. 106) 
borro,vs jrs title from the l\1osco,v Primer of Ivan Fedorov~ i\-1ost of 
the car] y· Pr i111 crs kno, vn (cl even an1on g sixteen) ,vere pr in tc d j n 
BycJorus-sia - eight in Vi1na (1593-r 6or, r 596 bis, 16, 8 bis~ 1621 
bisl 165 2)~ one in Kutcin ( 163 1) t and nvo in l\1ogilev ( 1637~ 1649). 
Of the other £vet three appeared in l\1osco,v ( 1634, 163 7, and - n1ost 
probably~ the Undated Prin1cr) and t\vo in the Ukraine - one at 
Lvov ( 1574) and one at Ostrog ( 1 598). 

The l\1osco,v Printer of 163 7 ,vas reprinted by· the Russian 01d Be-
lievers jn 1781 J so that Ivan Fcdorovts compilation ren1ajned vital 
for over t\vo centuries. '''hat particu]arly· a.ttractcd the antagonists 
of Nikon 1s refonns in this textbook of the sixteenth century ,vas 
the Prin1cr's version of the eighth article of the Creed~ lvad (u)xa 
s(vja)tdgo f stiunrrgo izi-vot'vorjaJcago 54 of the J .1VOV edition; ex-
pressed similarly .. in the Eook of Hours of 1565 antl in the Book of 
Hours adjoined to the Psalter of r 570). The adjecdve isthrn(fgo (very) 
has rep1aced gospodtr ·(Lord) in the original phrase 'And in the I--Ioly 
Ghost., tl1e Lord and Giver of Life.' This substitution ,vas Jlrobably 
inspired partl) 7 by· a previous passage of the Creed - b (o )gn f.stinua 
6th (o)ga fstinnat and partly by the Old Church Slavonic translation of 
the Greek 1ri 1i.Op.a T~r d.X710E{a-,; ( the spirit of truth) in John 1 5 2 6 as 
du ~to is ti11" n 1-i (the vcr y spirit)~ ,v hich passc d also in to the pray er to 
the Holy· Spirit 1 ,vhcrc the l\1osco,v and Lvov Prin1crs give the tradi- . 
tional reading utesitelju d (11)se isthn1yi (p. 49; cf. Jagic., Ap . ., p. 46). 
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In nvcnty·-nve n1anuscripts from the fourteenth to the sixteenth 

century· consulted by Gczcn in his jnquiry into the history of the 
Church Slavonic Creed, £ftccn substituted isti1n1ago for g (ospod)a, 
,vhile in printed books prior to Ivan Fedorov's publications this sub-
stitution is rare: Gezen found it only jn the Nesviz Protestant Catc-
chisnl of 1562.. On the other hand., the joint formula g(ospod)n 
isti1111a emerges in son1e of the V cnetian Church Slavonic prints of 
the sixteenth century and in Skorjn2"s Vilna book of r 5 2 51 and, after 
I van f'cdoro v' s <lea th., penetrates j n to the ,, ii n a Gr er,; 111 ut ti k a of 1 6 1 8 
(Bodleian: Ashmole 917), into its re-edition of 162 1 (Trinity Col-
lege., Can1bridge)., and into a fc,v editions of the Book of Hours in 
\ 1ilna,. Ostrogt l\1osco\v, 2nd l(iev, although the .i\1osco,v ecclesiasti-
ca.1 council of 15 5 r (Stoglav) accepted the variants gospodn and 
istb111ago but rejected their con1bination (see Gczcn, pp. 62 ff.) .. l\1ost 
of the Ukrainian cl1urch1ncn of the late sixteenth and early seven-
teenth centuries adhered to the original reading gospoda,, ,vhile in 
contemporary· /vlosco,v there ,vas a. predilection for the vc1·sion istin-
1u1go. Thus the Primer of Lavrcnrjj zy·zanij (Vilna,. 1596) does not 
inclu~c th1s adjective in the eighth article of the Creed; it is delirrer2tcly· 
01nittcd in the \ljln-a. alteration of I van F'cderov"s Prin1er ( 162 l) de-
scribed by Kalajdovic ( 182 3), hut in the copy of this Vilna edition 
that carnc to I\1uscovy the page ,vas replaced h)7 a hand\vritten text 
,vith the reading isti11nago, and similarly this ,vord is inserted by hand 
in 'a copy" of" a \ 1ilna Primer of 1652 that bc]ongs to the Lc~ingrad 
Public Library (sec Pekarskjj~ pp. 167., 169). To,vards the middle of 
the seventeenth century the substitution of istin11ago for gospoda ,vas 

• 
rcpud iatcd by Petr i\1ohyla, the authoritative A1etropoli tan of IGcv 
(sec his Trebnik of 1646), and his example ,vas follo,ved b)T such a 
Ukrainizer of the lvlosco,v cccle~iastical pattern as the Russian·Patrjarch 
Nikon in his rules of 1656 (see Gezen, p. 66; cf. I{aptcrev) .. Burcov's 

· Prin1crs of 1634 and 1637 still" follo,ved Ivan Fcdorov"s example, but 
in the next l\1osco\v Prin1er, B11k'Var' jnzyka slo-ve11ska, published un-
der the Tsar Alckscj in 1664~ the controversial adjective ,vas canceled 
(see Pckarskij, p. 169).. The Old Believers persevered in invoking 
duxa si1jatago isthnu1go (see Golubinskij,, p. 2 3 7 f.) and contint1ed to 
use Burcov's manual of 1637. 

In the Russian 186o"s, ,vjth the yearning of the time for cnlightcn-
n1ent and for exposure of the 'darlc past," the historjans of education 
cited the precepts for strict education and punish1nents from the early 
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Prirnersl such as the Vilna pnblication of 1 ($21, and n1ocked the gri1n 
counsels of the old Russian 111cntors1 ,vitl1out re~lizing that tl1ese 
n1axin1s ,verc mere quotations fron1 the Old Tcstarncnt selected by 
Ivan Fedorov (sec Pekatskij., p .. 168; i\1ordovcev, pp. 2 ff.). Y ct these 
san1e excerpts had becorne extren1ely popular jn the Primers of the 
seventeenth and ear1y· eighteenth centuries, ,vherc they ,vere often 
c1ther iltustrated by a drastic picture of corporal punishn1cntt as in 
the \.Tilna Grnn1111atika of r618 1 or amplified and even vers.ified. 1""hus 
the l\1osco,v Prin1er of 1679, published by order of Tsar Feodor 
Alekseev-ic, changed Solomon's Proverbs into .such ·rhy·n1ed lines as 
celujte rozgu, bic' i zezl lobzajte (Kiss the lash~ osculate the ,vhip and 
rhe rod!; sec Pckarskij, p. 171) <t 

I van Fedorov' s Primer, ,vhich survjved for gcncratio n s j n the later 
schoo]books, can - along ,·vith his other ,vorks - also be approached 
as an instructive document for the hhtoryr of the literary language. 

In his Zab]udov prints and in the J ..lvov Apostle, Ivan Fedorov ad-
joins to his name the appositjvc it-toskvitin, and in his later, Ostrog 
,vorks adds the indication z A1 oskvy (from rviosco,v). ,vhy· docs he 
stress his l\1uscovite origin (cf. Ron1anovs'kyj, p. 3) in his emigrant 
publications? 

The ]ate sixteenth century ,vas, for the Eastern SI avs under the rule 
of Poland~ 'a cn1e1 and mournful time,, as Hcra.syn1 S1notryc'k 1~jt the 
Ukrainian ,vritcr struggling for the Orthodox Church and first prjn+-
ci pal of the Ostrog academy, maintains in his Ycrscs prefacing Ivan 
Fcdorov,s Bib]e. '''ith the rjsc of the Jesuits in the Gentry· llcpublic, 
the Orthodox Church of Ukrainians and Byelorussians ,vas thro,vn 
on the ~efensive, and the pressure of Polish-Latin culrurc, supported 
by the state apparatus) ,vas felt as an·acnte danger by the chan1pions of 
the Eastern Orthodoxy and of the 'Russo-Byzantine [ r11s' ko-vizan-
tyjs' ktt.] culture,' \V hich i1nade the cleavage bet,veen the Ukr3:inian 
and Po!isli Iif e ever deeper/ as Hrusevs"kyj concludes (p .. 17) _ 

I.Jet us-supplement the judgrnent of the leading Ukrainian historjan 
, vjth the testimony of U kra in ian 1 in guisti cs~ At the juncture of the 
sixteenth a.nd seventeenth centuries, Ukrainian ecclesiastical circles 
'instituted a ca111paign to oppose to the Polish-Latin cultural tradition 
the Graeco-Slavonic continuit) 7 , and arten1ptcd in this ,vay to find 
n a de qua tc arm for a fight against a strong ad versar3T" ( Scree b, p 

105). The tendency of earlier decades to vernacularize the 1anguage 
of church literature in Byclorussia and jn the Ukrainc't stirnulatcd or 

• \ 
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at least reinforced by· the Hussitc tradition and by·· the Reformation, 
had been defeated by the contc1npt of Catholic propaganda for the 
clai1ns of vulgar speech to p1ay a role in ecclesin.. Onl) 7 a sacred Ian .... 
guage \Vith a venerable tradition could stern the aggression of [~atin~ 
8nd this role ,vas assigned to Church Slav-01uc, ,vhich, promoted in 
the ninth century by the saintly brothers Constantine and "'1.etho dius1 

,vas used as the only liturgic language by all the Sia.vs of Greek rite. 
The main slogans advanced h)T the Polish Jesuits in their campaign 
against Chllrch Slavonic ,verc sun1111ed up jn Skarga's script of 1577, 
0 iednolci kofciola Bozego pod ied11y111 pasterzen1 (Concerning the 
Unity of the Divine Church llndcr One Pastor). According to this 
renovi/ned polcmjcistt religion and science \Vere universally and nn-
trans]atably tied to L-atin and Greek~ since ~hey ,vere the only fixed 
languages~ subject to rigid gramn12tical n1les and irnmutahle in time 
and space~ ,vhcreas all other 1anguagcs \Vere subj cct to perpetual 
changes and had no nrm gra1nn1ar and vocabulary (swycb grannnrrtyk 
y kalepi11ow pewnycb 11ie 11urjq); in particular, Church Slavonic· 
Jacked stability -and gramn1atical n1lcs, and \Vas neither -a spoken lan-
guage nor a tool of culture. 

The advocates of Cl1urch Slavonic ,vcre faced ,vith the task of 
unifying, stabilizing, codify·ing~ and purifying this language from 
vernacular ad111ixturcs. Therefore the publication of n1anuals became 
an urgent dot)-.,., along ,vith the opening of schools ,vhere both Church 
Slavonic and G~cck ,vcrc taught! Planning snch a school, the J-'vov 
Sta urop egial F ra tcrnit) 7 insist c d that the I-Io 1 y Seri pt be taught in 
Greek and Slavonic~ because ,virhou t .such teaching 'this Christian 
people ,vou1 d ren1 ain ,vo rd 1 css, ( see I·Irus c vs 'ky j, p. r 1 1 ) ; according 
to the traditional etymology '3 Slavonic ( sloven' sk-) is conceived here 
as derived from slovo ( ,vord~ verb) and -as an antony1n of hezslo-veseu 
(,vordless, du1nb). Deploring the decline in the en1ployment of 
Church Slavonic (ulenie .... Sloveuskago Rossijskago jasyka) in the 
Ukraine, the IGevan Metropolitan l\1 ixail Ra hoza in his Epistle of 
1592. called for a kno,vlcdgc of the 'perfect gran11natical Slavonic ]an-
guage' (szversen11ago gran1nh1til:eskago S/01..'enskago jnsykn; .se.e Akty 
JV, p. 41). A study of the evolution of the text of the Gospels in the 
Ukraine throughout the second half of the .sixteenth century sho,vs a 
gradual elimination of vernacular ingredients and an even higher 
familiarity ,vith the bookish Church Slavonic norm ( sec Gruzin.s kjj) . 

,1/ hen 1\1 uskovy of the fourteen th and fifteenth centuries had been 
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in need of experts in Church Slavonic~ South Slavic refugees .fron1 
the Turks had found there a vast field of ,1/ork. No,v 1 jn the late 
sixteenth century, ,vhen a similar need arose in the Ukraine and Byelo-
russia, Russian refugees fron1 Ivan the Tcrrihle assun1ed jn their turn 
a significant cultural role in those regions. BJ1 the sixteenth century 
j\1osco,v had attained a fair level in Church. Slavonic education~ and 
I\1 usco vi t es th us sc ho o led t such as I vu n Fed o rov i\1 os kv i tin~ o bst in a tel y 
striving against people \vho have neither 1nastered gra1n1n-atical skill 
f nize gra1notf ceskijr1 xftrosti navf kse] nor grasped spirjrua.l ,visdom' 
(sec l(aratacv, p. 182), ,vere ,velcome ne,vcomcrs. 

Unification, stabilization, and normalization ,vcrc the basic concerns 
of the Russian spiritua 1 cl i te under l van the Tcr rib I ea Simi] ar 1 y, tex-
t u a I, orthographical, and grammatical correctness in ecclesiastical ,vorks 
\vas of first importance for Ivan and the printing press ,vas 
to be the means of achieving his purpose: daby vpred s ( vja) tyja knf gi 
izlo!iilisjn pra1...ted11e (postface to the Apostle of 1 564; see K-aratacv, 
p~ 154). 1-"'hc role of the Pri1ncr in serving this regulating prjnciplc 
,·vould obviously be a central one. 

The leading spirit ·among the Russian emigrants in the Polish-con-
trolled East Slavic ]ands ,vas unquestionably Prince Andrej l{urhskij, 
the fan1ous opponent of the Tsar nnd an ardent fighter for the Eastern 
Church. H c zealously propagated "'the desired and beloved SJ a vonic 
language 1 jnhcrjtcd fron1 the ancestors/ insisted on faithfulness to its 
gra111n1atical rules (see l(urataev, p. 41 z) 1 and persuaded Prince Con~ 
stantine of Ostrog to publish the Bib]e in pure Church Slavonic~ Ohi-
jenko;is assun1ption ( 192 5, p. 162 f~; -cL pp. 1 24, 128 ff.) that he in-
troduced Ivan Fedorov to the Prince of Ostrog is plausible, since the 
printer cooperated in J..,vov ,vith son1c of l(urbskij's friends and ad-
herents~ and since, moreover, both of thc111 seem to have had COillIT}Oil 

tics from their !\1osco,v life. Kurbskij developed an intensive program 
of translations from Greek into Church Slavonic, and he jnvolved in 
these activities other l t ussi an emigrants, st.1 ch as Prince l\1ix a ii Ob u lcn-
s k i j) l\1ark SarJ7 gozin1 and the Abbot Artcn1ij. '''hen l(urhskij co1n-
p1aincd of the lack of skilled persons to collaborate in a translation of 
Basil the Great, Artemij ,vrotc him that despite his old age he ,vould 
be happ)r to con1e from his Luck ho1nc even on foot, if only he cou]d 
be of help in a ,vork of translation into Slavonic (skloujajuci na slo-
ve11skij; sec Vi]inskij, p. 179). 

This passion for pu1·c and correct Church Slavonic \Vas a pparcnt1y 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume IX, Number 1 (Winter
1955)

lvau Fedorov's l}rhuer 35 
initiated by the ~1 uscovitcs., but it found an e nco urag ing response 
-a.n1ong the native Ukrainian ,vritcrs. Thus one of the 1nost original 
among them, I van \ 7 yscns~kyj, admonished: 'In church, do not per-
vert the Evangelium or the Apostle into vulgar langt1age., hut after the 
liturg)\ for peoplets undcrstandingt interpret and explain it in a 
simple speech. All church books and rules·ure to be printed jn Slavonic 
..... Tt js the devil ,vho fights against Slavonic, because, of all lan-
guages, this is the most fertile and the 1nost agreeable to the J__.ord' 
(AktJ' JI, p .. 21 o). 

One ,vould expect that, in this atn1ospherc of struggle for S1avonic 
books, Xrabr's apologetical treatise on Slavonic letters ,votdd be re-
garded as particularly suitable reading. Y ct this ,vork~ rcnu,vncd and 
imitated in Russian literature, is the only text of the Undated Primer 
(and n1ost probably of its presun1able model, Ivan Fcdorov's l\1osco,v 
Pritner) that ,vas not adn1itted to the Lvov version. \\las it simply for 
re-a.sons of economy that this long a.nd concluding section of the f.t1os-
co,v Primer ,vns rcjccted 1 or \\'Ould Xrabes ardent polc1nic perhaps have 
added to the po li ti cal d iffi cu I ties of the 2111p res so r rut be1 n Is in Poland? 
(The treatise ,vas., ho,vevert inc]uded in th·e \Tilna imitations of the 
'l'..1osco,v Primer and in its adaptations by Burcov.) 

In gcncralt the J-'vov publications of Ivan Fcdorov reflect th~ i\1us-
covitc recension of Church Slavonic, "'hich he naturally· llsed ju his 
i\1osco,v prints. Even the errors in his Ivlosco,v and emigrant publi-
cations are often of the same kind, as, for insh1nce~ \vhen an e slips 
in instead of an unstressed e, ,vhich n1ergcd ,vith e in Old l\1osco,v pro-
nunciation (see Ccrll) 7Sev, p. 3). Exa1nples of such an inheritance from 
the i\1oscO~\~ Pr1n1cr n1ay be seen on p. 4 7 of the Lvov Prin1er~ razd elf sa, 
ve11ec. In other casest ho\vcvcr, the lv1uscovite error has been elin1~ 
inatcd (or perhaps these n1isspcllings ,,~ere introduced by the printer 
of the Undated Primer): 

Und~tcd Prjmer 
pose I 1, isceli 
vwede1~ii .... vn sp eva1u 
o be I can ija 

Lvov Prhncr 
pasltf, iscel i ( p. 50) 
vovede;1ii (p. 56) 
v"6spevaj u ( p. 5 7 ) 
obcscanija (p. 64} 

Only a fe,,~ conventional spcJlings that are characteristic of the 
Ukrainian orthographical tradition of the ti1ne distinguish Ivan Fe-
dorov".s prints of Zahludov nnd Lvov fro1n his lv1osco,v pattern. In 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume IX, Number 1 (Winter
1955)

Harvard Library B~1lletin 

the prefixes and prepositions \Ve note u·.&-, c·'h-:' against the modernized 
f orn1s no-_t co-J or n-i c~i in his l\.1osco,v prints ( see Doroscnko, p. 41; 
Ohijcnko, 1953, p. 30): 

Undated Prjn1cr 
~ 1oedinyx 
vois ku f e nie 
sobdra 
vospevaju 
12 evo zb ranj 1, 
'vozd f. jiu ie 
vo prei rp6 d 11 b.:·"b 
voporlednii 

L vov P rin1cr 
v1iedf11)! x (p. 2.0) 
voiskuse'Jtie (p. 5 l) 
Sobora (pp. 5 2, 54) 
vupevaju (p. 57) 
ne-wzbranji, (p. 58) 
Vozd eja11 ie (p. 60) 
vapreispodnixo ( pr 68) 
tripos/ e' d nii ( p. 7 1 ) 

njii Z'o (p. 7 5) 

Ilut in the colophon of the L vov P1·in1cr, 1vhc1·c the printer docs not 
feel bound by· Church Slavonic, he ,vritcs volv6ve (in Lvov). 

Further, jn the: placing of ,vord accent the cn1igrant publications 
deviate only insignificantly and infrequently fron1 the l'vlosco,v prjnts. 
Such deviations as do occur xcflcct onl}7 occasionally a leaning to,vard 
Church Slavonic of an Ukraino-B)rclon1ssian tinge; other variations 
rather indicate a so1nc,vhat vacillating prosodic pattern in the conven-
tion-al pronunciation of Church Slavonic, and this js n1ost nahlral, .since 
the accent murks "\verc a relatively recent innovation brought by the 
South Slavst and the discrepancjes benveen the South and East Slavjc 
prosodic backgrounds ,vere considerable. Examples of variation in 
accent bet,ve en the t\VO versions of the Pritncr ~re: 

U nd atcd Prj n 1cr 
Icedrotan1i 
dolgf 
i'z bavf te lja 
spodobize 
,;,JoVrate X'?J 

L vov· Pr j 1ncr 
lcedr6to11li (p. 48) 
d6lgi (p. s r) 
izbavitelja (p. 58) 
spod6biie (p~ 60) 
1.YM.;-J"((t :;r X-o ( P· 69) 

If') in the prayer Carju nebesnyj, the first printing of the Book of Hours 
(l\1osco,v, 156 5) spells sokr6-vifce and the Undated Primer sokroviJce 
,vhile the Lvov Pri1ner has szl1ro-vfsce (p. 49), jt is difficult to say 
\vhcthcr the ]atter prosodic varjant reflects a Ukrainian recension of 
Church Slavonic: the form current in Ukrainian sources is sokr6-visce 
or skr6visce, but of course such prosodic variations as klad6visce, 
bojovfsce, groh6vfsce are attested in Ukrainian (sec Ohijenko, I 951, 
P-71 f .) . 
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An interesting feature of the Lvov Prin1er is a stricter tendency 

to :avoid an)T trace of the vernacular. Comp2rc tebe (p. 49) ,vith the 
f orn1 tobe in the ~1osco,v version! and the consistent -r'Ii in the third 
person ending ,vith the alternation in the paradigms of the Undated 
Pritner of f Ofil)S like kresti tot xvalitz,, z{zduto \Vith fonns in -Tb: zizdet',. 
116sit", r6dit1

1 izbavljdjut', tvorjat,. The orthographical conventions 
arc carried out n1orc consistently in the Lvov Primer; in the 1\1osco,v 
version the distribution of the 'sn1all jusJ and A" of the JI and I, of the 
OY and the corresponding ligature or of · 0 and <o sometin1cs contra-
dicts the a.cccptc d p attcrn and probably goes back to the sou rec$ 
copied. The heightened editorial care in the Lvov Prin1cr corresponds 
to a greater thoro ughncss in its typographical ,var k4 

In sumt ,ve may· state that the l\-1uscovite recension of Church Sla-
vonic:? al~ng ,vith the lvf osco,v type face, based on the "l\1 nscovite 
ha]f-uncial book hand, ,vas-transplanted by ]van Fedorov to Zabludo:v 
and Lvov" although it js obvious that his prjnts in B5relorussia and 
Galicia ,vere destined ptin1aril)7 for local ~onsnmpt~on. In this latter 
connection it is note,vorthy that in his inscriptions and explanatOl)' 
notes he uses the B yelo russ i an and Ukrain ia.n loan,vords d ru kovati 
( to print)~ 1JJydrukoval (has printed), vj-drukovana (is printed), 
dr1f.kar' (printer), drukftrnja (printing house), against the for1ns, tradi-
tion al in lvl 11 sco ry, that he en1 p loy·cd in his lv1o sco ,v boo ks: pe c~ t ati 
(to print), napecntau (is printed), pecatnoe de'Jo or ·pe~ntnyx knfg 
de'Jo. (printing house). The Apostle issued in 1606 by Ivan Androni-
kov Nevezin jn .cthc printing house of I-Iis l'vfa.jcst}T, t the False Dimitrij, 
,vas the first l\1osco\v publication in ,vhicl1 the ,vestcrn tern1 drukrrrnja 
emerged. 

~year' is rendered only· by the Church Slavonic leto in Ivan . Fe~ 
dorov's 1\1osco,v prjnts, i.vhile the Z11bludov and Lvov publications 
alternately render it by Jeio arid by the local .a11d _\\ 1 est Siavic rok. 
The )rears are counted in his l\1osco,v prints according to the old 
Russian tra_"dition, fro1n the Creation of the \~7orld, but in the Z2bludov 
and Lvov ,vorks fro1n the Incarnadon of the Saviou·r. "I van's patro~ 
nymic in the l\1osco,v prints is Fedoro·v, against the form Fedorovic', 
the only one ,vhich he uses in Zabludov and J..,vov. 

"'\Vl1en, ho\l'ever,. I van Fed orov 1novcd to Ostrog, he returned to the 
lvioscO\V forn1s: ,ve find pecatnik (printer), 11apecdtana (js printed)~ 
leto (year), ·and the patrony1nic forn1 0e6dorov. In chrono]ogy he 
gives both points 'of departure -the (:reatiori of the "\~'orld and the 
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Incarnation of the Saviour. Only jn the anonymously printed Ostrog 
leaflet, ,vith Ukrainian calcnd~r verses, ,vhich is usually attributed 
to Ivan Fcdorov, the corresponding terms arc naturally drukovnno 
and rok~ and the years arc counted from the Birth of Christ .. 

The re ason·s for this return to the lvl osco,v pattern arc obvious. Th c 
Ostro g pn b ii cations, and n10 re especially the Bib le,. , ve re intended for 
a n1uch ,vider range of readers than the prints of Zabludov an<l Lvova 
To Lvov alone the printer hin1sclf brought back fron1 Ostrog 400 

'libros bibliorun1 ruthenicoru1n idioma.tc rnthcn.ica scriptos' (Zernova, 
p. 62). A note of 157 3 jn un Ostrog f oiio Bible states that copies of 
this ,vork \vcrc brought to l\1osco"-~, the capital of Great Russia . . .. 
a11d spread over all the ro,vns, 1v·here they have ren1a1ncd until no,v." 
Zernova adds that the nun1erous copies still preserved in the various 
libraries of Russia and even in the Balkan ]ands testify to an enorn1ous 
circulation of the Ostrog Bible. In effect, this Bible ,vas intended for 
-all the Slavs of the Greek rite~ for the ,vhole people of Shl.\'"onic tongue 
-ves' slavjanskij ;azyk~ in l(urbskifs forn1ul2tion. The orientation 
of the Ostrog Iliole ,vas there.fore to,vard an all-en1bracjng Churcl1 
Slavonic pattern. Regionalisn1s (such as druk- and rok) ,vere to be 
a voided. ...fhe sin1ultaneous use of· the t\vo chronologies sy-m b olizcd 
an appeal to both the soutlnvcstern and northeastern portions of the 
Orthodox Slavic \vor]d .. Although n1ade by a A1uscovite emigrant in 
cooperation ,vith other Russian cn1igrnnts? such as Andrej Kurbskiji 
the Osrrog Bible not onl)T spread all over Tsardom, but~ like the .first 
Mosco,v prints of Ivan Fcdoro·v, advertised to the reader its support 
by the Tsur.. The books of 1564 and 1565 appeared, as is stated in their 
postfacc, ,:by the order of the pious Tsa.r,' and from the sa111c ~pious 
1~sar~ highl)T excelling in Orthodoxy/ as the preface to the Ostrog 
Biu]c cn1phasizes, Prince Constantine of Ostrog received a copy of 
the Church Slavonjc Bible r1sse1nblcd and edited by the Novgorod 
Archbishop Gennadij at tht end of the fifteenth ccntur)\ a gift that 
substantiaH)T contributed to the Ostrog publication of 1580-81. 
Ukrainian pilgrimage to l\1oscolv for Church Slavonic manuscripts is 
nttcsted f ron1 r 5 6 [ (see X arla.mpovic, 1 9 r 4, pp. 8 ff.). 

Ivan Fedorov's Prin1er js a significant ]ink jn the chain of rcpca.tcd 
efforts to reunify and stabilize Church S]avonic as · the hieratic and 
literary language for the Slavs of the Greek rite. The content of the 
v{holc publication is a Church Slavonic inheritance received fron1 or 
through Ba] kan S 1 av i c 1 i tcra tu re, adopted an cl re-adapted by ll u ssian 
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tradition and transplanted into Ukrainian cuiturc. This "/\1uscovitc 
cultural infiltration into the Ukraine and By·clorussia ,vas particular1y 
intensive bct\vccn the Lt1blin political union of 1 569, ,vhich strength-
ened Polish pressure on the Ukrainians and Byelorussi2ns~ and the 
Brest church union of 1596, ,vhich alarn1ed l\1osco\v by opening doors 
for C2tholic gains in these lands of Gracco-Orthodox traditiont creating 
jn 1\-Iuscovy 3n atn1osphcrc of ecclesiastical and cu]tural rnistn1st and 
of fearful alienation from the ,vhoJe region. 7 ... hns the first half of 
the seventeenth century sa,v a gradual slack en ing of literary exchange 
bct\veen the northeast and the south,vest of Eastern Slavdom, together 
,Yith a more autonornous devclopn1cnt of the Ukrainian, chiefly 
Kievan, recension of Church Slavonic. This recension rapidly 1nade 
,vay ~mong the Southern Slavs~ and in particular umong the Croatian 
Catholicsj ,vho revised their church books on Kievan models (sec 
Jakobson, p. 83 f~). Finally, in the second half of the sev·enteenth 
century, ,vith the political incorporation of the Ukraine into Russin, 
the J(ie.van version of the church books and the l{ievan recension of 
the liturgic and literary language "\von dominion over l'vluscov)T (see 
J{uptcrcv). The earlier influence of Ivan Fcdorov's prints in the 
Ukraine facilitated the success of these ne,v steps to,vards the uni~ 
fication of Church Sla\,.onic nnd of the canonic texts.12 

R0"-1AN JAKOBSON 

u For great a ssistancc in th c resel re h .rcqu isite to the pr-cscnt un dcrta "king m r 
thanks are due to scvernl col1e:agues1 p~rticularly to D. Cizcv,~ky2 G. VV. CottreIJ~ 
Jr, ,v. A. Jackson, G. Shevelo\.T, and ,~r. \Vcintrauh~ and, -above ;all, to 1ny abiding 
coU~barn.tor~ Dr J. IlesharO\T, to w·hom 1 ,·enture to inscribe 1ny ,vo.rkt brought to 
its end the l6th of June 1954 at the hospitable Catskill farm of n1y friends the Lu gas. 

SPEClAL NoTE 
l\1osco"· Pravda of 30 October 1954 carried a communication based on 

the alleged existence of a copy of }van F'cdorov1s Lvov Primer of 1574 
in the Bibliotheque Nationalet Paris. According to inforn1ation received 
from l\·1. Julien Cain, Administrateur General1 there i~ no copy of this 
Primer in the Bibliothcque N ationalc. 
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APPENDIX 

I van Fed orov is Lvov P rj111 er is an o eta vo of .fi vc unsigned sheets or forty 
leaves. The paper bears a ,vatern1ark, a horseshoe ,vith sharply turned endsi 
like an ancjent stretched bo\v, enclosing an outlined cross ,vhose -arms touch 
the sides but ,vhosc base does not quite touch the center or toe of the shoe~ 
Th is sarne ,va tern1ar k occurs on 1n any, though lJ t no n1ca ns all, of the 
sheets used in the folio Apostle prjntcd in Lvov in the same year (sec repro-
duction in Kry p j a kevy·c) . It is of intc rest to note th at, "\vhil e both th c 
Prj1ner and the Apostle are ,vithout sheet .slgnaturcs, Jyan J?edorov had 
us cd sign a tu res in his l\.-1 osco,v pr in te d b ou ks a de cadc car lier. 

The only kno,vn copy of the Pri111cr, that at I-Iarvard., is, for such a book, 
in ren1arkably fine1 clean condition~ ,vith only a small tear i1 the Io,vcr 
outer blank 111argin of the thirty-sixth leaf. The leaves measure 157 by 
100 n1m.t and, to judge hy the missing porrjons of the \Vatennark, the top 
edge at any rate has been cut very little .. The binding 1nay be the original 
one, although if so at .som c time, p ossib 1 y c:1 rl y in the nineteenth century 

· ( as suggested h y n shelf-mark on the front paste-do\ vn) t it ,vas rcsc, vn on 
tap es, provided ,vit h a ne\l~ 1 ea th er spj ne of morocco, and given n c,v cnd-
lca vcs of ,vhar "\\'ould uppcar to be, hl the absence of n ,vatermarkt 
eighteenth-century laid paper. The original end-leaves have been preserved 
and from the scr.ib bling they contain indicate that the volun1c \\'"as probab]y 
in Italy at }east as early as the seventeenth century. T11e hand-hc,vn o~k 
boards of the sides, possibly original, ""ere once covered ,vith roll-stamped 
calf, of ,vhich only t,vo strips nre preserved. These each have a roll-sn-1n1p 
of a yjnc \Yith nov~rcrs and fruit design surrounded by a triple border of 
blind fillets. 

As to the provenance of thi.l;j unique book, lVC can on1y say ,vith ccrtninty 
th at it is the gra1nmar ,vhich Serge Djaghilev hought in Rome in r 9 2. 7 1 

for it came indirectly from his col1ection (see pp. 5-6 above). But cir-
ctunstant'ial evidence strongly suggc.sts that its pre,tious o,vner ,vas Coant 
Grigorij Sergeevic Stroganov, lvho ,vas born in r 8 29 and died in 19 r o. 
Tl1e follo,ving notes on the Stroganov family and therr collections ~re 
rn=iinly gathered fro1n information suppl1ed by j\{r Serge Cheremeteff, to 
\Vhom I an1 much obliged. 

The familr beca1ne ,vealthy in the sixteenth centurr through salt 1nincs 
in the provinces of ,, ologda and Perm and Jater branched out into jron and 
other met3 ls and participated in the occupation of Siberia. In the 
eighteenth century- they ,vcre ennobled and ns conrtlers plnyed a great 
ro] e in St P<;tcrs h urg. In th c sixteen th cen rury these d ch in du str ial ists 
forn1cd a Jargc collection of the publications of Ivan Fedorov that "'as 
djvjdcd bet,veen nvo brothers nt the end of the cenn1ry-. 
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Count Sergej Stroganov ( 1794-1882 ), the father of Count Grigorij 

Scrgeevic Stroganov, ~vas a man of culture and the friend of scholars. He 
was Adjutant General and Secretary for Education for the h1osco,v area, 
Governor of "i\1osco-\v, and J;Uardian of the heir to the throne, Nikolaj 
Aleksandrovic,, but ivas dismissed by the reactionary 1uinistert Uvarov, on 
the pretext that he had pub]ished a translation of Giles Fletcher's Of tbe 
Rvsse Co11n11on Tf1 ealtb (London, 1591 )~ of \vhich more later. His son 
,vas educated by the Rus..,r;;ian historian., Sergej Solov,cv, and became an 
officer of the Life Hussars, and an adjutant of the j\Ainister of Defense. I-le 
, vas sent to n1id di c Asia, , v] 1ere l 1e ga t hcrcd a notable co 1 lc ctt on.of Sa ssanian 
vases that he later bequeathed to the I--Iennitagc~ J-Ic rc..~igncd in the 186o~s 
nnd thereafter spent half his time on his estates in the region of Podols'k and 
half at the Palazzo Stroga nov in the Via Sistin a, Ron1 e, , v here his ,vor ld-
reno wne d collection of ,\rorks of art, manuscripts, and books \Vrts con-
centrated ( see Pollak and Mufi oz). The Pala z.zo th us '\Vas an i 111 p ortan t 
center of culture, frequented by such friends of the Count as Cardinal 
Ra1np2llo, Father Pierling, Count von lliihlo\V, and the Polisl1 historian 
Ask enazL I-J e also gen crousl y a td e d po or but gifted pa inters, and spent 
much time in adding to his coHcctions of books and pictures, often trading 
,vith the an tiq uar ian d ca lcrs to imp rov c his holdings. I ~J is di vcrs i fi ed 
kno\vledge ,va~ combined \Vith great 111odesty1 -although he \Vas of ten con-
sulted by the directors of many of the museums of Europe. 

His daughter] grandson, and granddaughter \vere all killed on his estates 
during the Revolution, and the guardians of his great-grandchildren dis-
posed of his collections in the 192o's 1 although some parts of them ap-
P aren ti y ,vere b eq u en t hed tn other rc1 a ti ves, for Dr Er\vin Ro sen th al 
recalls buying in Berlin ~bout r920-2 2 a complete set of the Tsrocchi 
engravings and a French fifteen t h-cen tu ry prin tcd lv1 iss a I from a Russian 
princess ,vh o had in h cri tcd th ctn f ron1 Count Strogan ov. 

From the presence of the rclativ·cly early Itnlian scribbling on the end-
leaves of the Lvov Prjmer it is unlikely that it ,vas inherited from the 
sixteenth-century family collections, but n1orc likely-that it ,vas recognized 
for ,vhat it ,vas by Count Stroganov during the period of his Italian collect-
ing, 1865-1910. \Vhat happened to the Prin1cr at the dispersal of Count 
Stroganov's collections is not lcno,vn! nor is it kno,vn through ,vhat agent 
or booksc11cr Dja.ghilev acquired iL Rut on Diaghilev's death it passed to 
his friend Boris Kochno (sec Lifar', I 938, pr 194)., and from him, again 
through an agent, ,vas obtained for the 1-Inrvard Library through the gen-
erosity· of Bayard L. Kilgour, Jr. 

The type used in printing the Primer is identical ,vith that of the Lvov 
Apostle printed the san1c year, a copy of ,vl1ich is also in the Harvard 
l..ibra.ry.,13 and this type is the sa1nc or at any rate cast fro1n matric-es made 

Anoth~r copy of the Lvov Apostle is in the Nc\v York Public L-ibr;1ry. '\Vhich 
1ike\Vi5e has a copy of the Q5rrog Dible. This last is :also in the Y-ale University 
Library~ A copy of the i\1:osco\\' Apostle is in the Library of Congress. Avaifablc 
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\Vith the snn1e punches that Ivan Fedorov had used a decade before. in 
1\1osco,v .14 The orn-a.1nentsl 110\vever, though of sitnilar design, either strap-
\vor k or l lea vy Gern1 a nic fl o ,ver designs ,vi t 11 b 1 n ck backgrounds ( sec 
re productions) , arc of a sm a lier si ie than those used in the L vov A postlc .. 
A comparison of the Ivan Fedorov j_\1osco,v-Lvov type ,vith n photograph 
of the type used in the unidentified Prin1er of ,vhich copies nre in the 
Ilodleian and Trinity College~ Cambridge (see pp. 27-2.9 above)., by n1enns 
of a comparison microscope of Jo,v po,ver, ,vhich juxtrlposes the letters so 
that they may be carefully compared even by an eye unaccustomed to the 
Slavonic chsracters, reveals that tl1ey cannot have been cast fro111 molds 
ma<le ,vith the sarue puncl1es. Tlie angles nnd curves arc frequently differ-
ent and the places ,vhere parts of the letters join arc diffcrcntt even though 
the general appearance of the letters is 1nuch the same. Like,vise, if one 
may rely on line-cut reproductions, the unidentified type is not like any· 
of the other early types reproduced in Nckrasov, Zcrnova, or lrva11 Fedorov. 

,~? n.,LTA 7\'I A. J A cKsoN 

records ,vo uld ind ic:;i. tc th at these, \\'it h the copies of the n,10 l.rVO\r pu hlic ation~ at 
Ha nTardt a re the only productions of Iv an F edorov to be found in th is country+ 

:u This is of interest hcc~us,c of the tradition of the destruction of the 1\·los:co\V 
p rc:ss] \vhi ch ppi rent 1 y con1c dn,:1;,Tn f rnm Gilrs F1 e:tc her 's statement in his Of 
tb~ RC',.;sse Counuon TVealtb (London, 159 [ ), f oI. 85vt ,vI1crc he :says: 4Son1e yeres 
past in the other T.~nl pero ri ti rnej th n.re c:an10 Prcs:sQ ~nd Letters out of I' a-Io nfo 1 to 
the citie of Af os ko ,v ]1 ere a pr j n ting house ,vas .set vp, ,vi th gr~ t 1 iking & a1 lo\va nee 
of the Emp erou r himself er But not long after, the house ,vas :set on fire in th c night 
time, and th c presse nn d letters quite burnt v Pt ~s was thought by the pro cu rcn1Cmt of 
the Clc~rgy n1cn.t 
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