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. Notes 1 35 

Copyrigl1t Deposit at Harvard 

DURING. the years i 7S3 to 1786 
twdve st-nte hnvs ,vere en:i.cted 
hy as u1 any states in the lJ ni ted 

States for 'the- enc oura gem enc of Lit-
cratnre and Genins~' There· ,vas no 
federal copyright fa\\' until 1790, anrl 
the need for tho protection of literary 
property ,v~s evident to any a~1thor 
or hookseller ,vho had puu1•-~hed a 
book th~t had received ,vidcspread 

tten don or ,vas planning one that 
1night Le popufo.r. Tirnothy D,vight 
"3 nd JO hn • rrum Lu 11 \VCfC . cases in 
point nnd th c r separate prcd i ca1nent'} 
'\\-Tere set forth by Joel n~rlow in n 
letter dated Jo J~nuary 783 to Elias 
Boudinot, President of the Contincnrnl 
Congrc_ss.1 He says that D\vight's 
poem, The Conquest of Canaan,, \vill 
cc I' tainl y he an honor to his co u r1try 
It h·n~ 1:1 in by hiu1~ fi nishcd, these six 
years, ,vithont seeing the ]ight; Le-
cause the Author cannot ris-9.t1c the 
e"--pcnce.s uf the publication 1 sensible 
that son~e ungenerous Pr in tcr \V Hl in1-

1ucrl iatel y $eizc upon hh: lal:wrs, hy 
mnking a cheap & 1nean in1pression 1 in 
order t.o undersell the Author & de-
fraud him of~ his prupcrty~1 Darlo~· 
continues! '1~[1is is already the case 
'lh·'itl1 the .Author of 1\lcFiuRal. This 
V.'ork i~ nov;r reprinted in an incorrect, 
cheap cd ition; hy ,vhk h means the 
Author's o,vn irn pres~ion lies upon his 
hands, & he not only loses the labor of 
\Vriting 1 & the cxpcnce of publishing, 

1 I-ettcr pres:-cr\·c-d jn Gen l)r:il Rt::cr:u•d5 of 
the U 111tc d St:1tc.5: Gove:rnmenti Pap c.: rs of 
the Cum iaent.-I Congrc::-s:1 Item 78, VoJum,;; 
IV {Natiorn1l Pu-chivcf.t, ~rashiugton 1 U. C.), 

but suffers in his i·eputatjon hy hr1v1ng 
h1~ '-"-ork -appear under the disadvan-
rngcs of typographical errors, a bnd 
paper, a n1ertn letter & an uncouth 
pa.gejl all ,v h ich 1v ere neccss~ r y to the 
printer in order to cti.tch the \Tulgar 
by a lo\\:'"_ priLc.' These gent lcn1 en 
and nrnny- others, including Noah 
Webster, ,~..r hose ~cti v lti cs 111 b chal f of 
copyright have bcc[l duscrih-ed rrrn.ny 
times,. ,·vere to learn that although the 
hr\,'S might h~ l1nndy clubs they did 
not l ,va y s d ~ter the c ungenerous 

The c,1 .-1 iest of the state faws, the 
Conn c cticut copyright 1 ~nv, ,-vas passed 
8 January 1783 .-... four 111onths heforc 
the .sheriff of H:-1rtford County an~ 
nounccd the genr-ra1 re~tor,\tion of 
peace-. and on J 7 i\-1arch r 783 the 
}i.1assachu~cu:s General Court passed 
the second one. • f he t \\:--el ve la lit'~ \~~ere 

sin1i!ar in nrnny respects but 1nust of 
them lrnd one or two provisions not 
cont-Jintd in the others. They all 
sho,·ved that the An1eric:~n le~hlators 
had relied heavily on the basic LFnglish 
staru re of 17 r o. But the la,·vrn akcrs of 
lvl i=essac h usctts ,,;,~ere the only ones to 
copy the English provision for dc-
posi t of copies in college Ji hrarics for 
the bcnefi t of the regular uscr.i;; of the 
Ji nrarics. Th c i\ 1~ ss~ch usctt.s la \V 

stared that 1-e vcr y author of such 
bo u k, tre a tisc\ or u the r Ii tcrar y' 1:vork~ 
shaU, in order to his holding such s.olc 
property in them, present: nvo printed 

for ~.-. :a.cco unt of the f :Uc of }i.-1' Ffo gi7l~ 
s:oo J :1mcs · E, Smith1 0 r,.J H Jnldrcd Y c-a-r.s o J 
Har tf onrs Conr.i n t (N cv .. · I-h ·ven1 [ 949) -pp, 
130-13 I I 
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· H {l rvar d Li hr ar y ll-u l le tin 
copies of each and every of ti 1cm to 
the librnry of the Universjty at Ca1nA 
hT idge3 for ti 1c use of the saj cl Uni vcr -
sity· ,i 3 There ,vas no similar provision 
.in federal copyright kgisfation until 
1-846, when the u~c of copyright de-
posit copies for other than stdctly 
legal pl:-l,rp oses ,vas first allo\V cJ,. nor 
dj d the legis!a tors of N e,,v Hampshire 
and R hod c Island, \vho copied inost of 
the provisions of ti LC J\'1 nssach usctls 
Jinv, ~ee fir to· nppropriatc this one. 
MDreovcr., hy the tianc each of the 
t\!ii-7elvc states had passed a copyright 
1 aw at 1 e~st one college was situ a t-ed 
within its bound arles. 

It is difficult now to dcten11inc ~~hy 
the pro·visi on was- inade. 1 t seems a1-
n1 ost ce:1·tain that ju; inclnsiun in• the 
Massnchm:etts hnv ,,Tas not the result 
of ·iny official .suggestion fron1 the 
College authorities since no n1c1norjal 
to the Gener;;i:l Cou.l't to that effect ap-
pears j n the. Corp oration Records. 
Piobnbly upon reading the stipulation 
in the Engli!:ih statute the J\-ias'.'t'.lchu-
s~ tts 1 n \V n1ake rs Ml ,v that it v.7ould be 
convenient to have the honks near by 
5n case of litig;1tion concerning them, 
and ,vished to .benefit the College by 
n)::tklng its JilJrary the deposjtory. ·At 
Jcnst rwicc fr~ the preceding dcc~de 
the General Co11rt had been disposed 
to help the College get hooks-. One~ 
in 1777, it had resolved that a number 
of l-l cbre,v books e:s. pture d by the 
Atn ~ricnn Lrigan ti nc Tyrannicid c b c 
.sent to the Lihrary. Again, the fol-
] o\v ing yen in response to a des-per-

. ate plea from the I-:I anra rd Corpora-
tion, 4 books "\Vere presented to the 

!5-T bF- L,-nru of tl.1e Co1·mnonwcalth nf 
AI ass{fc hustttsi I' .assf;d from the Y car 17801 to the End Df t.be Y c-ttr I floo (Do:iiton, i 801), 
T, 94· 

" 1-J anrard Con cgeo Corporation Rtcor<l.s 1 

CoHcgc. They had Leen 'scquestrcd~ 
fron1 the libraries of fleeiitg Loyjllists., 
~nd, although the General Court spe-
cifically stipufatcd thnt they· shou]d 
go to t~e CoJlcge Library~ the Corpo-
ration as$igncd them to ~ppropriate 
tu torS' for lending to .students- ta king 
their courses. rt 

Although the provisjon for deposit 
:ind use in the A-1 ~s..~ach usetts fa,.\,. is 
espcciaHy nohnvorthy, other sections 
of the. statute are ~lso of inte1Test~ ~nd,. 
indeed, :.;ill ru.~eI vc laws are ,vorthy of 
some attention. For cx:1n1plc., the only 
o tl 1cr state to req ukc any sort of dc-
posi t ,vas N ort.h Carolin a,. where one 
copy \vas to go to the secretary ·of 
state for the use of the go\.~ernor. 
Eight stfltes provided for entry ~f 
notice of copyright in a 1nore or kss 
pcm1aneut record book. Ne\V 
shire and Rhode Island made no proM 
vjsion for r~gistration, "\\-·hile l\.iass:1~ 
chusetts and Virginia illlo,ved for reg-
istration only in the form of a receipt 
or certificate. Pennsylvania "\V~s the 
only stnte to require that notice of 
copyright be printed in the ,vork. 
Seven star.es, inc1uding i\1::-1.ss~chusctt.s, 
made their Ia,vs applicable to l·esidcnts 
of other states that had pas?cd copy-
right stJ.tutes. Connecticut, North 
Carolina, Georgia, and Ne\v York 
den i cd copyright protection to ·works 
that 1vcrc considered ' da ngerons to 
n1ora~!\ religion.. or the government+ 
Only Korth Carolin~ specifically ~r-
lo,vcd protection for reprints-of ,vorks 
imported fron1 ~broad. Finally., Defo-
Vol. lij i, 50-; 8j :10 M-arch r J 7-8: ( H rvard 
Uni ,n;t.!:iity A r~h~ ,,cs). 
· 8 Tbr! A as 1md Re rnl-vet, 1'11 blfr. ttm.i Pri-

vMe1 of the Prov-m.:e of th.r A--ftH.JtU':}JiUetH 
BaJt XX (XV of the Appendix; Bo$ton,. 
19 a S) 1 361, 1f'i7. See a.lso 1-:larv::u:-d Colle-gl.': CotP,Onltion Records, Vol. nj 17 50--,Bj 1 
Apnl 17;B; Vul. JH, t778--95, , o June 1778. 

I 
I ' . ! 
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Noter 
,,·arc ls notnble as the state that h".ti no 
copyright b,v hefurc the fcdcr~l 
statute of 1790 v,..-B.s enacted.-i:-: 

I nvesti gn tion i~to the consequences 
of t-he l\~assac:husett.-i;; deposit provision 
.sho\1,.0s th;1t at least seven· authors 8nd 
one publisher c mnplied ,·ri th the b '-V. 

\,lfrh one exception nvo copies of the 
hooks they depo~itcd arc 1isted in the 
Lihrary~s pdnted cat:1lognc of 17901 

and in all cases cvjdence exists thar a 
receipt ,v~s given by the libn~ d an. 
This evidence ·is: present in the fonn 
of an i11scriptiun in -all hut one of the 
Loo ks, and in the case of the exception 
the rccei pt its elf hc1.f. been f ou n rl. The 
receipt w~s required by the fa,v rtnd 
,vas to .he used in. court _as proof that 
t\vo co pies had L cc t1 dep osi tcd. An-
other indication that the hooks ,vcre 
gl vcn to the Library c1.s d c1 )OSi t co pies 
lies in the c ire u mstance that rn ost of 
them ,vcrc of :1· sort needing protec-
tion. 

It is appropriate that one of the first 
,vorks to be deposited 1,vns Noah V,lcb-
stcr's A Gr11111·tnatical Institute . r • 

Pnrt lJ lV.hile \vriting hh Grn11nnati-
c11l [ n.st j tut es,. COil1 }l rising fl Sp ellerJ 
gran1m~r! and -a reader, ,~ 7ebstcr had 
bccoln~ · =.nvare of the 1)ecessity for 
copyraght fa.,vs and h2d begun to take 
n1 easurcs to obtain the ena ctrncn t n f 
them. Ac<.::ord 1n g 1 y, t\VO 111 on ths a ftcr 
publication, and uine 111onths after the 
l'ti.·1assach:usetts fa.\v ,vn~ passed1 Jmnes 
\Vin th rop, the J ..i brarian of Harvard, 
inscrib cd R copy of l he speller: 
1J jhrary 6 . Deer. 17S 3 Recd. of the 
author this & nnother copy for ,vhkh 

l!-Cnpyrigbt E·mictmams of tf;e U1Jited 
St.1t~s- 1783-1906, comp. Thorv~Jd SDlbc:rg 
( Cnpyr~ht Oili ce llulkdn No~ 3,1 :.i.nd cd.., 
re,•.. \\ ~sld ngto~ 1906),. pp~ 1 I~l t. 

A list of the ti_tles of the deposited. works 
i<lcntlfied i!:i given at the end of this papc:r. 

8 rcct. is gh;en of this d:u::e. ! \Ycbster's 
preoccupation ,vith copyright is fur-
t I tcr de n1onstra tcd j n the last para-
graph of his 'Advertiscn1ent/ ,v~rnit1g 
thnt: [As the \Vhole [ :1U three parts J 
,viH be published 11nder the protection 
of a la \V of this St.a t:c1 entitled, ~, An 
Act for the cncou rag rmcn r. of Li teni-
turc and Genius 1

1' all Printers and 
Booksdkrs ,,·ill t.1kc notice of this in-
formation, and not in cur the penalties 
of that Statutc. 1 Sometime in I 784 
'\Vehster began to place a notice of 
copyright on the title-pages of the 
Institutes, and he dep~ited llart TI. 
I Io\vevcr, the inscription it1 ·a copy of 
Part III, ·whidt is not listed in the 
catalogue of r 790~ merely ~tares thttt it 
w=.-is c1 gift from the author. P,u·t of the 
inscdpt.ion in ,-:vcbster,s Sketcbe .~ af 
A,ne-ricilfl Policy has been trimn:'cd 
a \Vay,. . but the rcn1 ainder reads~ 'Il ect. 
d-a ted r 1 ·June'.; ~o tl 1 is ,vo rk too ,vas 
:-1 pparent 1 y dep ositcd. Fnrt hei-m ore~ 
on 6 ))ecembcr 1'783 and on 10· De-
cember 1783 \Vinthrop 1110.de ins:crip .. 
tions jn An<lrc-r,,.v La\v~s A Collection 
.of ll·yrnn Tut1es and 'Tbe ;Rudhnents 
of Ji...f usic si1nilnr to th.at in Part I of 
the Gra-nnnntical Institutes. ·The in-
s:cr iptiun j n A Co Jle c tion of Ii ynrn 
Tunes, ,vrittcn ot1 the verso of the· 
cover~ is sho\vrt in Pfote I, togcthE:r 
,vfrh the title-page. 

U nf o'rturrn tc 1 y c1. ll of the co pies n c.nv 
at Harv ·ard of the first volun1e of 
J eJ·en1y Bclknap?s H i.~tory of N C--u'-

H mnp:;hire have been· acquired since 
1 7 90 and consequent! y ha \"C no in-
scriptions by tho Librnrjan~ of 1784 to 
1 7 90. '1 'l 1 c "vork is 1 isted in the cata-
1 ogue of· 179ot ho,v-cvcr! and among 
the Oclkn~~p papers nt the l\-1'ilssachu-· 
setts Hi stor Ic al So d-cr.y is the receipt 
made ou1= hy \:Vin thro p stating ·that 
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Harvard Library Bu lJ eti n 
nvo copies ·were deposited ror copy-
right on 3 o 1 7 84. 

The A1aSSi1chusctts Historic:l l Soci-
ety also has Vt~hat must· be one of the 
deposit copies of Joc1 lladow"t:s A 
Tra11slation of Sundry I's«ltns. Thh is 
a small painphlct conuaung the 
P~]m s ad dell by Bi! r1 O\'' in h1s v cr-
s con of l\Tatt.•ti;; Psal111s, as \vcH ~s the 
hynms ,vrittcn by Ill-11'10\\' and his 
friends for his edition of the Psrthns. 
It is not listed in the ca tnlogue of 
1790, \·vhich 1nay jndi~atc that it was 
o\.Terlook~dt l~st in a dnnver 1 or re-
uioved fron1 the Col1cgc .LiLra1·y bc-
f ore the ca talo1!ue ,vis .fi nfahed. At .... 
any rate, the copy at th c M a55achu-
sctts Hi ~tor ical Society is .inscribed in 
\Vj11tf1rop's hand 'DupJicatc fron1 
the author rect. dated r 1 Aug. r 7.8 5-." 

Three other song booksr one of 
thenl dcpos;ited hy its publisher, hafah 
Thon 1 :::isr and n grammar c Ol uplc.te the 
list of books deposited in th~ College 
Library for copy right. l t is very 
] ikcl f th a.t :.-l. f e U' 1norc than· · ( h-cse 
eleven Luo ks- v .... crc deposi tcd. At 
least one title ,;,.vas not list.cd in the 
c~ ta logue of 1 790; od 1crs n1 o. y have 
escaped. Rebinding and repairing have 
undoubtedly dcstroyeq the ei--jdcncc 
in son1 e c:=i.scs:, and loss of the copies 
orig i na Hy gjvet1 to the J _..j Lrary also 
rn~kc.s the list incmnplctc. l\1:orcovcr-, 
it is probnble that some authors in-
tended their gifts to be copyright dc-
po~its hut the Librarian either mis-
undcrntood the intent or did not make 
fr ckar in his inscription. An instance 
of prob:1hk 1nisunderstanding i'.\ pre-
sented hy Nie ho las Pi kc) s A !\1 e-w and 
Con1pletc S}'.J1e.Jn of Arithuzetfc, the 
first hook of its kiral by an Amcrkiln. 
The: catalogue o_f 1790 records two 
co pies of the 1 7 8 8 edj tiou, but the 

copy J~OVl in the I ...ib ra ry Jrn:s no j n-
scripcion. The author"'s <Advcrtisc-
rncnt' in the front n1atter contains a 
\lita rn en g to printers an<l boo kse 11 ers 
tbat 'he ha:s crnnplicd ,vith the Requi-
sitions of the several Acts 
the Un itcd States~ 'cf or the encouragc-
1ucnt of Literature." t Also in the 
front n12t.1:cr are prjntcd notices of 
registration of copyright n,ade out uy 
die pcoper ~Bthorities in South Caro~ 
linai Pcnn.sylvanii1- and Ne\v York. 
Fina.Hy, there is set forth, npparcntly 
as a substitute for the Librarian"s re-
ceipt.., re~mlution . of the j\1ass~chu-
sct_t.s General Court exc:rnpting. Pjke 
f ron) al] excise d 11ti es connected with 
the publication of the hook/~ 

It js rcnrnrkable that certain hooks 
puh lis h cd Lct\ve~n 17 8 3 :lnd 1 7 90 were 
not dcp osited. It =-=i:ppears~ s:i nc c it is 
not li~ted in the cat.-1logu-c of r 7901 

thn t Timothy D \V j gl 1 t ll id not deposit 
The Conquest of C a11a~1n, and ti 1e 
san1e ~pplics to John Ledyard, author 
of Journal of Captain Cook's La>"! 
Voyage, the :first book published _un-
der the: state copyright law·s and, ironi-
c::111 y, part] y ::1 pfagiarjs1u. 

But l he n1ost striking 0111 i ss j ons, in 
view of the author\ earlier concern 
ah out copyright Jegi.i;;;fatiuni arc J ocl 
BarJo·w)s poen1 Tbe V isjon of Coltnn~ 
bus-and his version of \Vatt.•/s Psalnu·. 
Ileforc and during the RevolL1l'ion 
Tsa·,1c \Vattsts edition of the l:snbns of 
Dt11.)id had been the standard hynlna.l 

Re glt1 tling b r 7 8 5 lhi:; A-la~ac huseus G t:n-
c..ral C..ou rt 1cvi~ d a numb Cl' of ta,re.-.: :;,: IT r.ctfog 
p tintcrs :an (i hookscllers. I1 ch, dcd were: a 
s:rn.m p tax; i m porr dutic-s on tmmcd calf-
.skins, hound psa.lters, p~ lm boo ks, .:i.pdling 
hook~. :11.n d pnmi:..:rs; :and ft t8.X on nen'S:j ,apo:.::r 
..id \'Crt~-cmen ts. One of tb e'.':e tcYcnu e :a.,;,~ l:S 
d eel.a.red c.ontra b:aH d 'Sp dl.in g h r.i o-k~~ and 
Prim~81 N ovr.ls, . Romance:; and plays' com-
hig from ouud de the United St~ tcS'. 
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Notes 

in many churches io the colonle.~. 
Once independence w.as _achieved, cer-
tain of Watts,. s p hrascs glor if yin g 
F.ngland and th c. "king becarr! c distaste-
£ n j to Am eric~ n Church goers, and in 
I 78 2 John rvI y c..:a u, ;} N C1,.\' bury port 
prmtcr 1 issued the first edition of the 
PsahJlS to have revisiuns .. i,ui ting then1 
to the new po 1 i tical situation. In Oc• 
to her 17 84 Bar] a"~ rcce ived f roin the 
Connecticut Legish n1 re excl nsi vc priv-
Hege to puhHsh and vend a version he 
had been crnnmissioned t·o 1nakc by 
the governing body of the Congrc-
gationa l Church in Connecticut. 9 It is 
not clear ,vhy Barlo~v, h-:iving ob-
tained a specfal act fron1 the Conne.cti• 
cut Lcgi s 1 aturc., did not com ply ,vi tb 
the j\las:S41chusetts deposit require-
tD ent. It n1a y be signifi cant 1 l to-\·ve·ver 1 

thclt he ,vas ina<lc to realize, even be-
fore hi~ , .. e.rsion of "\~la1:ts's I's~hnr "-'as 
pu blishcd that he did not ha vc ::i.. 

1nonopn l y u f .A in erican revisions. One 
n1onth after the special act in his 
favor ,vas passed1 the enterprising Na-
thaniel Patten, of I-:lartfordj one of the 
first two bookseJlcrs to pirate Ai1Fh1-
gat, adv·erti~cd_ a reprint of i\-1 ycall's 
J 782 version of the Psalu,s.10 

lh.d()w 1s failure to deposit his vcr-
s1on of Watts mn y ha vc been the re-
su] t also of ,vhat seems tu lHt\Te hecn a 
gen~ntl confusion over ,vhat n1ight he 
copyrighted~ lfor]o,v's version \Vas 
still IJasically the -u·ork of an English-
n1i1n, and the fttct that Rarlu-w ob-
tained -a monopoly of a nc\\' 1/ersion in 
()Jnncc ticu t 1l nd then deposited jn 
M a:;.sach usetts t \f'O copies of a p=-11n~ 
ph]ct cont.aining the ne\v nlc1teria1 in-

i:i The Public Reamb of the Stale of Con-
1U?ctfout for t be Y (!.'ff'.; 178 J (md 1784, comp. 
Le.onu<l \V. L~h ,tl"t:e (I-Ian.ford, J943)1 pp~ 
45"B--4s:9, 

Ia Com:iecticm (.'(mt''1n-f, 13 November 17f:4. 

dicate.s doubt in his mind concern-
i rig his- rig] l ts .in the entire ,vork. 
S0111 ew hat andog nus ,.vas the case of 
Robert Ross~ the author of a grannnar. 
I-:Ic h~d published seven edition.." ·of his 
book before the Conn cct i cut copy-
rig ht la"\\' -w~:1s enacted, and ic1 October 
178 3 obtained =-1 special l:r\lr to protect 
the seventh edition of r78z. 11 

Further, several types of pu hlk a-
ti on s ·were apparently considered not 
in ncc<l of protection. Noah \.V-cbstcr 
,vns ti lC exception a1 ll~ ng po 1 itical 
pan1phlctccrn in depositing his Sketches 
of Anterican Policy. Nor \Vere scr-
rnons, orations, or alm2n~cs ph, cc<l in 
the J-Iarvard College LilJn-r.ry in ac-
co rdancc "\Vi th the la ,v·. The au tho rs 
of sue h Loo 1{s, the alnia n ::1 c mflkers 
excepicd1U Jrnd little or not1\ing to 
1 osc and n1ight e ~..rcn gain bv having 
their "'orks reprinted ,v·ith or ·without. 
their author jza tion. But \V ehstcr k ne\\r 
he ,vas- losing ·when his schoolbooks 
\\'"ere tn ken ovc.t· by una ut.h or ized 
printers. As early as 1781 Andrc,v 
Law sa.wT the adv·isabHity of obtaining 
a special copyright la,\' for one of his 
songbooks. And J ercn1 y Il elkn-a p 
found it necessary in J 796 t.o send a 
ci!·cular to the hooksc11ers of the 
United States iofonning thcn1 th~t an 
En gHs 1 t ""Nork being re pr 1nted in this 
country inf r ingcd on his co pyri gltt. 13 

'l 'h c records s.ho\V that I-larva.rd did 
not benefit greatly frotn the deposit 

]t PuNic luc-orcfr of • , • Connecticrit for 
. 17fi~ and 178+, pp. 145•·.!46. 
u For a d isputn uvt:r alman-;'L<'.S in wl I ich 

st.: •te.rsl a hri·;m:ac m:;i. ken: cl-aimed to L.c fosen:, 
with Jo~ l Il-aduw .h1 the tel le of ungen,erom: 
P.rintt.r..,J sen Smfcl1:, One HimdrcJ Years of 
II.art! nrd's Cournnt 1 ppT I p-1 ,z.. 

,~ The ,vork w;:is \~/.illiam "'\Vintcrhoth:im's 
An H:.I:torica~ Geogr~p!Jicalt Couvncncfal1 

and I'hilo!ophical View nf ilu: Unit~d StMcs 
of AmericnJ 4 vob.. (NEW York I I 7g6}. 
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Harvard Li hr ar'y Buileti 11 . 
provision of the 1\-Iassachusetts copy-
right -la,v. Nevertheless, the provi.scon 
retains its significnncc, and those ,._.,,ho 
took advantage of it proved drnt they 
\\•ere a\vare of having a :st"rlkc in cthc 
encourageancnt of Literature and 
G cnius' in the United Sl".1tes. 

FA tt.LE E. CoLEM AX 

Titles of Copyright Deposits 
A Granunatica1 Institute, of the 

Englii;;h Lan gna gci Con1p ris-; ng an 
Eo.sy, Con,cisc,. (tnd Systematic J\1.ethod 
of Education,. De.signed for the Use of 
English Sc.:hools in An1cdca. In Three 
Parts. Pa1:t I. Cont:1:ining, a Nc\v 
and Accurnte Snind~rd of P1Tonuncia-
tion. liy Noah \Vcbster •. Ilart-
ford: Prjntcd hv I-Iudson & Gootlwin .,, 
... [ 1783]+ 

D cp osited 6 De cen1b-ct J 78 3 . 

A G ran1 nul tlca l I usti tutc, of Lhe 
Engllih Language .... Part TT. Con~ 
Clining., a Plain ~nd Con1prchcn."i'1\1C 
Grnnunar . r • lly Noah \Vcb:ster + •• 

I-Iartf ord: F rin tcd by Hudson & 
Good~dn +. l\,f,DCC,LXXXI\7• Un~ 
der Protection of the Stntute. 

Depositc<l 1 r Jun~ 178s. 

Sketches of American Policy . + + By Nuah \\ 7ebster . · . . Hartford~ 
P dnted by H ndson and Goodwin. 
1'·LDCC.LXXX\T. 

1 le po~ited II June 178 5. 

A Collection of Hy,ntl Tunes fron1 
the Most j\1odcm ~nd Approv"'d Au-
tltors by And rcw Law . . Printed by 
,vn1. La~T. Cheshire [ 1783? ]- [Bound 
~ 1ith] A coHection of Hynni.s't for 
Social Worship. Ily Andrc,v La,v. 
1783": 

Deposited 6 Decetnher 1783. Seo. Phte 
l. 

The Rudin1cnts of l\1usic: or, A 
Short and E..:1sy 'frc:1ti.s [ sic J on the 
Rules · of Psalmody. To lVhkh Are 
Ani:iexed., a Nun1ber of ~lain '"fune.,;; 
t1 nd _Chant.". lly .And rc,v I Anv .· . .-
t J 8 J. 

Deposited 10 Dccen1b~t J 783. 

· _1'hc Histoiy of Ne,v-H arnpshire. 
\tolume I .. lly Jcren1y Belknap 
..• Philadelphia~ Prjnted . + • hy Roh-
ert-Aitken + • • i\f.DCC.LXXXI''~· 

Deposited 3-0 Septtmbcr 1784. 

}\. 1"'r~nsfat.ion of Suc1dry P~alms 
Which \.Vere On1i ttcd jn Doctor 
\Vatts's \T ersion: ~o \Vhich Is A{~ded~ 
a Nun I her of T{ y inn~. The \"Vho !e 
Contained in t l tc N e\v Edition of 
Psalm·s-and I{ y mnc;. Dy J ocl Bar lov~-·. 
Haltf ord: i>rinted hy llilrlo,-.... and 
Babcock, l\.i~DCCiLXX_x,r. 

Th c Suff o]k I-I~rn1on y s Con'.iisting 
of P~aln1 Tun-es~ Fu ges [sic] and An-
thcrnsT Con1 po:sed by \\ 1 ill bm BiUings 
. . . _Bosto t1: Engraved !tn_d Printed by J. N orn1" n . + • . l\.-1 f)CCLXXX\' I. 

Deposit~d 2.0 June r 78 n. 
. The Ne,.,_, Ainerica1i Jvlelody. In 

Th.re e Parts . . .. By Jacob French. 
B osto t~: Prin tc.d and So Id by John 
Nornrnn . + • and J~cob French . + • 

l'.11}CCLXXXIX~ 

Di \.."jn e Songsi Extracted f ron1 1 r. J .. Hart's Hy1nns . + .. By Ahrah:11n 
\~/ood .. · Printed ... at Roston, 
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u y I saj ah Tho1nas n d Conlpa ny . . 
i\.f DCCLX){XIX. 

The Y nung L~dy")s .1\ccid~ncc: or, 
A Short and Fasy Intro d action to 

E11glish Grmntnar . + • Ry Caleb 
llh1g han1 . r The Third En ~ti on., 
Cor rcct ed. P rintcd at Boston 1 by J. 
Thnn1lls ~n<l Company. l'\1DCCL 
XXXlX. 

Deposited J::1111..rnry 1790 l? J 

Eliot, I-Iowells, a11d t11e Courses 
of Graduate Instruction) 18.69-1871 

A \f ONG the innovations that 
Charles \V. Eliot instltuted dar-
ing the firs~ year of his adn1inis-

trc1tion as President of J-Iarvard Uni-, 
vcr.sity were the Uni vcrsj ty Courses 
of lnsn:-uction, so -caHed. These ,ve.re 
nn outgro,\-Tth of the Unive.r.sity Lec-
tures e..;;tablishcd jn 1863 under Eliot's 
predcccssori Tho1nas I-Jill. The Uni-
versity Lectures corresponded .ro_ughly 
to the inst.rnction no, .. , given ~s uni-
vcrsi ty ex-tension i but the nc\V P resi-
dent's modification of then1 ,vas de~ 
~igned to be the foundtttion for some~ 
thing 1nore :ln1bkiou.s. By con1bining 
the lee cu re.s of g n u1nb-er u f instru c-
to rs into n.vo courses"/ in Philo~oph y 
-and J\.'Jodern Literature, Tespcctively; 
by rcstrj cting the en ro l1 n1ent in these 
courses to 1graduatcs, lcftchen,, and 
u t her c rnnpeten t persons ( men n d 
,vomcn) ~; by · charging su bsrantial 
fees~ nn J Ly concl~dmg c~c h course 
,,.1th an examinatim1: Eliot hoped to 
make the University Courses of In-
struction serve ~s an c1nb.ryonic school 
of postgraduate study .in the arts. 
D ccn ling it j1n portnnt to 1nak c as 
strong a beginning as possihle, he took 
pains to ~sscu1bI-e for each course· a 
disdnguishcd li.~t of teachers, nnl11ely! 
for Philosuphy, R. W. Em~rson, 
Francis Bowen~ John. Fiske 1 C~ S. 

Peirce!' F+ 1~1. J-ledge, E. Cah<,ti and 
G. P. Fisher; for /\1odern Litcraturei 
Ferdinand Iloch(it, J .. lt Lovtell") F. Jr 
Chi1d, "\V. D. \Vhitncy, E. J. Cutler, 
=-1nd lV. D. Ho,vclls. 1 · 

This expcrhncnt ,vas: the occasion 
for son1e correspondence bet\\:reen 
President Eliot and v,.riHb1I1 l)c~u1 

Ho\vcJ]~ that has been thought "\\-'orth 
printing in these pP.. gcs both for its 
intrinsic int.crest and as. a footnote to 
the oft-told .'!itory of the beginnings at 
Harvard of instruction al. the graduate 
Jevel in the arts and science~.~ 

In June 1869j ·when the correspon-
d cnce begins, How cl 1s '1-'as th i rry ~t\ltD, 

He ,vas know·n as the author of t\vo 
volumes of skcrchcs., entitled Venetian 
Life ( J 8 66) ~nd l tal/1111 J ourncy s 

1 Ctr.Ufo ~le . . of H nrvnrd U ni•ver rfty 1 

i-86!)--70 (Cambrid~c, 1869)t pp. 1m.~103, 
&i.muel "K A-lorison; Tbrc.e C c-muri u of Har" 
1.."ud1 16 36-19 36 { Cambridge. 1941), 11p, 3 o1'i, 
l l 3-3 3 4; The Devel op-;m·m of 11 aro~rd Uni~ 
.-,;ersity1 1869-IfP9i ed. Samurl F~ J\1orison 
(Cambridgct 1930), p. 4B; Francis G, Pc::i.~ 
hod y, ~-rile Gcnn nf th~ G.radu-a tc School, 1 

I-! aro.n·d Grtfdu.ate l .A1 ax"ti nc, XXVJJ 
(191 B-19) 1 J 7<~181. 

::;: Th~ letters from Eliot to H o,.vcUs arc in 
the H mycl]~ Col l-e(:[ion in the l{oughton 
Library of I J rva r<l Un ivru-s.,cy I those f tom 
I -1 owe lLi; to EH or in the Prcsid cnts' Paper3 in 
the: Harvard Unh•ct·sity Archives:. They ate 
pnbli5hcd with the kind permission of the 
President ".l..Lld Fell.ow~ of l·I.lrv~rd Coll~ge. 
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STORY V]EW OF 

HAR\TARD. 

T nr.. Oepartnlent of Printing ~nd 
Graphic Arts of th~ CoJlege 
LilJrnrv hns issued, ::is the scv~ 

cnth publication in its. series Historic 
H nr-1,.11d tmd Cambridge Jl"ie-ws, a re-
production of~-~ N.W. \Tfo\v of Hol-
lis., 1-IanTar<l rmd ivl.lssachu.sctts lialls' 
painted in i.vater color by Josc.ph Story 
in 1 7 9 5. Stori, lat c r the youngc-~t 
Justice ~Pl~olnted to the Suprc1ne 
Court of the United St..atcsj the first 
D~nc Professur of L.-a,,, at 1-:lnrvard, 

and a inc tn ber of the Corporation ~nd 
uf the Ilo~rd of Overseers. painted the 
picture at the age of fifteen sho.rtly 
after he f1ad entered the class of 1798. 
1~ he origin al now· hangs in the Pres;" 
· dcnes offi cc j n l\.1assa ch u set.I~ . Hall. 

The re production, executed in col-
] otyp E by the i\1.crirlen Gravure Con1-
pAn y and hand colon: dj meP.:sn r~'i 9 ½ 
hy 15 inches. Copies. nt $ 5 .00 each, 
tl)fl)7 be ordered from the. Department 
of Pdnting and Graphic Arts 1 l-1 ough-
ton Library i Harv2rd University. Cc r-
tal n other view·s in t l 1 is sa nlc ries a re 
~till nvailaLlc_ 

List of Contribt1tors 
I 

THmoon;. ,:v ARDi l1ssocbte Editor of Tbe J ... etters of Emily Dickinson (in 

preparation) 
GERTRUDF. R1cHAF:ns~ Richmondj \ 1irginia 

SER(~£ EI.HiSF,1-:1-·•·'! Professor of Far E-a.stcrn Languages and Director of lhe 

I-I ar va rd-'r en chin g I n_~titu tc, 1-1 r1 rd C ni \'Crs ,ty 
DOROTHEA D. Rv.F.v.Es, A~si::itant Curator, Kn.' .. ss L1hra1y of Business snd F.co-

non1ics, Grndu-nte School of Business AdrniniHration, Han":ard University 

J{ F..Yl~S D. l\·IF.1.1..;ALF~ Lihrarfan of I-Ian-ard College, Enicritus 

~1r:.nn1rr E. LA"\YJ,IS~ .A_ssistant Piof cs:.sor of EngUslll Indiana Unh.~ersity 

EARL~ E. C.oLE,\-fAK, Cnt:1loguer, Longwood Lihnuy~ l{erinett Square~ Pcnnsyl-
'Tan1a 

Ku,1P..AL1. C. ELKii'-;S) Senior Assist-ant in rhe Harvard lJnivorsity Archives 


