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A Cursory View of Cheating at Whist

in the Eighteenth Century
M. M. MeDowell

[. A SuorT History or 7HE GaMi !

.« . Whist appear’d, the charm of cv'ry heart,
The last best effort of inventive are.?

A1TrRs of the least consequence cnjoy the fiercest parti-

- sans, It s estumaced that there are twenty million bridge

playcrs in the United States coday, but their devotion to

the game is more than matched by the passion displayed

by the followers of whist, bridge’s parent game, in the cightcenth and

carly nmetcenth centurics. By its proponents and detracrors alike,

whist was allowed to be the most scientific and intellectual of card

games; but for many years the systems of cheating were more claborate

than the rules of ply, and a knowledge of one was as neccssary to
success as the other.

There are two opmions concerning the derivation of the name of
the game. Some claim thac “whist” is a corruption of “whisk,” a tcrm
employed in satire against the Elizabechan courtiers whao affected to
play it. Qthers say that “whist” is a varjant, or synonym for “Hist!
Be sull’™ and reflects the silence demanded of the players. Cercainly
the first other than passing reference to the game is to be found in
Charles Cotton’s 1674 Compleat Gamester in which whist appears in
the context of its humble origins, with no pretense to intellecruality.

Ruft and Honours (alins Slamm) and Whist, arc Games so commonly known in
England in all parts thereof, that every Child almost of Eight years old hath a

competent knowledg in that recreation | . 2

Whist was at this time and as long as seventy vears afterward a diver-
sion of no fashion, enjoyed by kitchen help, sodden squires, and idle
apprentices. Upon Jonathan Wild’s visit o the sponging-house, Ifjeld-

*[Alexander Thomson], Whist: A Poew, in Twelve Cantos (J.ondon, 1501),

Canto 11, 1l. 60-61.
* [Charles Cottonj, T'he Compleat Gamester {(London, 1674), p. 114.
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A Cursory View of Cheating at VVhist 163

mg obscrvcs‘ “whisk and swabbers was the game then in the chicf
vaogue,” and in Swifc's ¢ Tssay on the I'ates of Clergymen” it is men-
tioned as the favorite pastime of the Irish clergy, no complimenr,
perhaps, to the gamc.

Whist’s pOpulam} ngfm 1o ris¢ around 1730, when it was taken up
in coflce-hovse socicties, that of the Crown in particular, where the
following rules were ratificd:

To pla} from a srmght SUIt.

To studv your p'II'tDEl s hand as well as your own
Never to force your pqrtum umleccssarzly
To attend to the score.®

What today is considered cheating was in the beginning not only Jegal,
but encouraged, as a profitable and honorable practice. By the rime
Hoyle's first treatisc on whist appeared in 1743, the game had jumped
into the highest levels of sactety, threatening the position of powerful
piquet and beloved ombre. In the preface to his Cowre Gawiester,
Richard Seymour abscrves:

Gameing is become so much the Fashion amongst the Beaw-Afonde, that he
who, in Company, should appear ignorant of the Games in Voguc; would be
reckoned low bred, and hardly fit for Conversation.?

All the world could play at quadrille, piquet, ombre, loo, pharao, and
whist, and most had a favorite at which thcy clamed proﬁcir:llc} But
il the door of gaming shut out of certain circles of society many
worthy persons who from disinclination did not mdulge m the cards,
it Jet in others who had no other recommendation. One of the sharpers
in The Humounrs of Whist, a dramatic satire in pointed opposition to
Hoyle's treanse, gloats: *“Thou knowest we have the Honour to be
admiteed into the best Company, which neither our Birch or Fortuncs
entitle us to, merely for our Reputation as good ¥ hise-Players” (p.
10). Sharpers, by the way, were of two sorts: “swell” sharpers, who
preyed npon the fashionable and wealthy, and “low™ sharpers, who
{easted upon those who, hike Booth in Awrelia, could ill afford to Jose.

It was a few more years before the game had passed down from the
uppermost ranks, into more respectable middle-class society. A young
gir) complains in the Rambler for 8 May 1750:

*Quoted in C. P, Hargrave, A4 History of Playing Cards and A Bibliography of
Cards and Gaming (Buston, 1930), p. 200.
‘Richard Scymour, T'%he Conrt Gmuester {(London, 1732).
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As for play, I do think T may, indeed, indulge in that, new 1 am my own
mistress. Papa made me drudge ac whist rill 1 was tired of it; and, far from
wanting a head, AMr. LToyle, when he had not given me above forty lessons, sald
I was ane of his best scholars.

The young bride’s father had paid dearly for his daughrer’s suppmed
proilcncncv for I'dmund Hoyle was at that time chargmg a guinea a
lesson. (Itis mferred that Papa was gulled by the whist-master.) Qver
the latrer half of the century, whist increased steadily in popularicy,
reaching a peak 1 the card-rooms at Bath, whence emerged terrible
tales of birthrights lost, estates dissipated, daughters bargained {or, and
virtue gambled away.,

II. THE TERRORS OF THE | ABLE

That cereainly was the maost out-of-the-
way Bite ever was heard of. — Upon
the Pinch of the Game, when he must
wfailibly have losc it, the Dog eat the
losing Card, by which means we dealt
again, and faith he won the Game.®

Cheating was always an integral parc of whist, T have included 1n
appendices the intriguing instructions of Charles Cotton and Richard
Seymour upon the subject, which are substantial portions of their
treatises on the game. Sharpers flourished 1n the coffce-housces, preying
upon the naively honest, the boastful vain, and even upon themselves.
In the eighreenth century the primary methods of cheating were these:
card-manipulation, signals, marked decks, and, of course, the simple
and profitable device of stealing a glance at the opponents’ hands.®
Each deserves a few words of explanation.

Card-manipulation swas within the province of the dealer, who by
obscrving the marks on doctored cards and dealing from the bottom
of the deck, or employing some other cqually cffecuve method, dis-
tributed the hands to his partnership’s advantage. In this category be-

“For those who suspect the probatulity of Sir Calculation Puzzle’s complaint in
T'he Hromours of 3Whist (pp. 12-13), 1 append a small anecdote of another sharper,
a Gl who operated e\attl} two centiries later: “The only way out was to make the
acc vanish completely. . . . He Jifted the rop slice of bread from his ham sandwich,
plastered some rnusmrd on the meat, and unseen by the others, added the ace of
spades. Then he calmiy ate the sandwich, ace and all.”— Michacl MacDougall,
Danger in the Cards (New York, 1943), p. 192.

®There is a modern proverb: “A single peek is worth a double finesse.”
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iong accs hidden in sleeves; concealed, stacked decks i the waisteoat
pod{ct and the ability to have the cards cut always to onc’s own {avor,
For the sharper, a dectded advantage, even in only one of every four
hands, wien he dealt, was enough to produce a winning evening.

‘There were many ways to mark decks, many of them smndardlzcd
and noted by Hovlc gcymour Cotton, et al. Thouoh pattern-backed
cards were popuhl in Italy and Germany from the seventeenth cen-
tury on, it was not before the carly nincteenth century thar England
had other than plain white backs for its playing cards. Thus it sas
that any accidental stain, crease, or bend would mark a card, so that a
sharper, or anyone with carcful observation, could, in a few rounds,
distinguish any number of cards in the deck by thm ever so slightly
differentiated appearance. And, too, the decks were not so carclully
manufactured that there were no variations in the size of the c'nds
1/32" 1s casily felt by sensitive fingers. Pin-pricks, ercases, bends could
all be unnoticeably applied to an unmarked deck during the course of
an evening, so that there was little need to resort to the substivution of
a deck in which honors had all been shaved one way, and low cards
another. To the practiced eye, and it must be remembered thar the
game was the sharper’s Jivelthood, a marked card was instantly recog-
nizable, so that, even if he were not dealing, the cheat could tell what
cards constituted the opponents’ hands, and this was more than encugh
of an edge.

Signals are of necessity between confederates. Those confederates
were pareners who by the manner in which they held the cards, or how
aany times they blinked their cycs, or how heavily chey lTaid tramps
on the table, or by the arrangement of cards in cheir hands, conveyed
any amount of valuable knowledge to one another. Rather than an-
other player, the cheat nught be a kibitzer, who stood belund the
opponent and “piped™ (that is, conveyed specific information by the
number of fingers he laid on the stem of his pipe} or otherwise sig-
nalled the opponent’s hand to the sharper. Sharpers prided themselves
on the elaboratencss and subtety of their signs. The author of The
Hronours of 1 hist ridicules this attitude in his preface:

The Author is preparing a Disscrtation npan Sigas ot Whist, in which will be
contained all manual end ocular Intimations in the most claborate Ixactness,
as well as the most secvet, yet most significant Manner of Conveyante; calcu-
lated for the Emolument of weak Players, and which will be explatned [or the
further casy Price of Tive Pieces.
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Verbal signals, though in dircct opposition to cthe spirit of the game,
were 2lways in vogue. “Upon my word!” signified Clubs; “By Gad!”
denoted Hearts, and so forth — these methods were less subtle, but
still highly effective. Overlooking the opponents’ hands nceds no
cxplication: it was universally practiced.

“Sharpers” 1s not perhaps a term strictly correct; often these men
were as clumsy as their victims, and were in their lack of subtlery
canght, and punished, though not usually by the law. “His Grace and
Lord St . . . are both stripe, faith, by Lurchunr and Shufjle; buc,
being discover’d making Signs to one another, they were fore’d to
refund, and aftcrwards the Rascals were kick’d out, as they deserv’d,
ha! ha! ha!” " It is not surprising that, before long, cheating had been
institutionalized —— the owners of the crooked coffec-houses and gam-
ing tables taking cuts and providing marked cards. What is most re-
markable, perhaps, 15 that year after year the gullible were so numerous.

.+ . for the other two honourable gentlemen were not only greater masters of
the game, and somewhat soberer than poor Booth, having, swith all the art in
their power, cvaded the bottle; but they bad, moreover, another small advan-
tage over their adversarics; both of themn, by means of somc certain private
signs, previowsly agreed upon between them, being always acquainted with the
principal cards in cach other’s hands. lt cannot he wondered, therefore, that
fortune was on their side; for, however slic may be reported to favour fools,
she never, I believe, shows them any countenance when they engage in play
with knaves.?

I1I. THur RouTt

‘Detest cards?’ cries Mrs, James: ‘how
can you he so stupid? I would not live
a day without them: nay, indeed, 1 do
not believe 1 should be able to exist. Is
there so delightful a sight in the world
as the four honours i one’s own
hand, unless it be three patural aces at
brag? .. .?

In the eightcenth century, it was unheard of not to play for stakes,
and thosc stakes were rarely inconsequential, And, wherever there
were addicts to the game, or where stakes were admiteed, there was

" The Humours of Whist (London, 1743), p. 35-

*Henry Fielding, Aw»:¢lia (L.ondon, 1832), I1, 2171,
®Ibid., 11, 154.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 2 (April
1974)



A Cursory View of Cheating at 11/ bist 1G7

sure to be cheating. Even the royal family (Seymour's Conrt Gare-
ster was dedicated to “the young princesses™) were not cxempt from
this generalization. Greorge 1I's son Frederick, Prince of Wales, was
known to have had a penchant for card-trickery, and once cheated
Bubb Doddington out of L5000 in a single cvening; and it was while
he was at the card table that George I1 so composcdly reecived the
news of the death of his heir,

Judging from the intensity of satire directed against them, fashion-
able ladies were of all England the most addicted to card-playing.
Their routs, which began with an cvening of treacherous gossip, were
fortified with a midnight supper, and lasted about the card-tables until
dawn. Gaming ladies never saw their husbands; they spent their coal
money; and for their ill-fortune they accused their friends, or kicked
the lap-dog. Peers’ wives in unconcealing masks haunted the pharao
tables, universally a rigged game, wasted their fortunes, and com-
promised their virtue. “Hagpgard Looks and pale Complexion are the
natural Indication of a Female Gamester,” wrote Addison, and the
rest of London was no kinder than he, She is picturcd as shrewish,
factious, and slovenly, prone to lying, cheating, and gossiping. She is
worsc than any of her coffee-house counterparts; her routs and card-
partics are her only concern. She is not ar home to abstemious fricnds,
is sorely put out to leave off her play on Sundays, and spends her spare
hours in memorizing Hoyle’s intricate tables of probabilities. There
was something repulsive in the idea of a woman obsessed, forsaking
her family, fricnds, and home life for the sake of a few painted pic-
turcs, whose arrangernent was usually more a source of frustration and
anger than of pleasurc. Such was the popular view,

Richard Seymour probably had such ladics in mind when he gwc
precise instructions on how to mark cards in such a manner that they
might be discernible to the marker, but not to the adversary. A fine-
pointed pen and a small dish of spring water might turn an unhappy
loser into a delighted winner, who knew whom to play for honors.
Eighteenth-century playing cards werc of suff cardboard, and dealing
Was JIOL $0 €asy as It 1S today. Based on observations in the litcrature,
I judge that it was not difficult to mis-deal purposely two cards to this
playcr, or cut-of-turn, or otherwise to distribute the hands to one’s
tastc. Iven if unable to deal according to her desire, a lady might
know what her partner and opponcents held, and this was no small
advantage: The writers of the Gamzester’s all claimed that they were
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publishing this information for the protection of the innocent from
the sharpers, but it 15 doubtful that only the innocent reecived the
bencefit of Cotton and Scymour’s advice,

Totheend of his 1732 Comrr Ganiester, Richard Seymour appended
a poem by Swift entitled “The Journal of a Gameing Lady of Qual-
ity,” which was twenty-four hours in the lifc of an ombre hostess, 1
quote the two scctions which deal with cheating, fashionable cheating
— for though ombre and whist are dissimilar, that certain advantage
may be gained in both by the same niethods.

Now, loit’ring o’er her Tea and Crean,
She enters on her usual Theme;

Eler last Night’s ll Success repeats,
Calls Lady Spade a hundred Cheats;
She slipt, Spadillio in her Breast,

‘T'hen thought to turn ic to a Jest,
There's Mrs. Cue, and She combine,
And to teach others give the Sign,
Thro ev'ry Game pursues her "Tale,
Like Hunters o’er their Ivening Ale.
[ saw you touch your Weddinpg Ring,
Before my Lady call'd a King.

You spoke a Word begun with H,
And T know who yon mean to teach,
Beeause you held the King of Hearts;
I'ye, Madam, leave these little Arts.
That’s not so bad as, one that rubs
Her Chatr, to call the King of Clubs,
And makes her Partner understand

A Mmladore is in her THand.

Madam, you have no Caunse to {lounce,
I swear | saw you thrice Renounce,
And truly, Madam, I know when
Instead of Five you scor’d me Ten.
Spadiltio here has got a Marl,

A Child may know it 1 the Dark;

I guess the Hand it seldom fails,

I wish some FFelks would pair theiv Nails.

There are nine specific instances of trickery: five signals, verbal and
visual; onc cxample of card-manipulation; an incorrect scoring; a de-
liberatc infraction of the rules; and one card marked by indenting it
with a sharp fingernail, so that it would be recognizable cach time it
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Satirical playing cards first appeared late in the seventeenth century., Those shown here,
from a deck of about 1715-17z20 displaying the English penchant for economic “bubbles,”
propose establishment of houses of public comfort in North Britain, lifc insurance, a riot-
control device, and North American colomization. (Feoring Collection, Houghtow Library
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Fach card from this pack, which detes from r728, sported a song from The Beggar's
Opera. The deck evidently was cur from a large sheet or shects of printed cardboard,
only the indices of the diamonds and hearts were colored. Similar decks were adorned
with “love mottoes,” “witty sayings,” proverbs, and Aesop’s fables, (Houghion Library

1§450.625.20%)
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Prate TV

THE HUMOURS OF WHIST (1743) 5
In 2 note to the Preface, swhich is a strongly-worded warning against
literary pirates, the author assures any party that might be interested
jo producing this little dramatic picce on the stage, that “A Sct of
curious Songs are ready to be clapt in {lictle inferior, if not cqual to
any in the Beggar’s Operg) in case the said Representation takes
place.” It never did, but we may be assurcd that the sharpers and their

gulls played through their scencs cvery night of the weelk, :
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Prave V
MR, IIOYLE'S GAMES (1767 )
The signed title page of one of the last editions of Hoyle’s
Gares to be published in his lifctime, The signature of che
publisher, Thomas Osborac, is unfortunately cut off at the
bottom of the page. Even as late as the 1760s the chocolate-
and coflce-houses determined the rules, and set the fashions
of play in whist,
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Prate VI

Thesc cards are from an English pack of about 1765, intended for exportation, The deck

15 printed on inferior cardboard, and the court cards, of much cruder design than thosc of

Plate VII, arc colored in only four shades: red, blue, black, and olive. Many of the cards

couid be easily identified by spots, creases, foxing, tears, and stains on their plaio backs.
(W hitney Collection, Ioughton Library SG3i102.3*)
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Prare VII

“hese four cards are from an Enplish domestic pack of the period 1776-1789. The court
ards are carefully printed on stiff cardboard, and hand colored in five shades: blue, red,
Iack, olive, and peach. The pip cards, as usual, are simply stenciled. Indices and double-
Icads, lacking here, were nincteenth-century innovations. (FWhitney Collection, Houghion

Library 5G3102.8%)
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Prate VIII

THE CARD [BY JOIIN KipGELL] (1755) :

A benign knave of clubs serves as frontispicce to a rather heavy-handed novel of ill man-

ners. In the second volume, however, there is a delightful description of 2 whist rout in

Tunbridge Wells, whose illustrious or infamous participants included Roderick Random, 1

Mrs. Booby (late Miss Pamela Andrews), Joseph Andrews, Tom Jones, Clarissa Harlowe, .|
Sir Charles Grandison, and cven Donna Dulcinea del Toboso, A rout indced.
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went round. Tt seems impossible that such an evening, with half oné’s
mind lurking for a chance at the small advantage, the other half so
wary of being taken in, should afford pleasure. But perhaps it was
best that these delightful and single-minded ladies turned their talenes
against onc another, Too many tales are told of wives who, at public
gaming tables, arc lent money by sharpers that had cheated them, were
cheated of thac loan, lent more, and finally forgiven the whole for
certain small favors reluctantly hestowed.

IV. TasrLes, SCHEMES, AND CALCULATIONS

Hoyle turtor’'d me in the several games
at cards, and under the name of guard-
ing mc from being cheated, inscosibly
gave me a taste for sharping.'’

Ednund Hoyle, who spent over half a cencury in the study of games
and gaming, made whist both scientific and ¢minently respectable. He
nat only cstablished rules and procedure, but went to great lengths in
the explication of correct and presumably winning play. The many
cditions of his works, which included treatiscs not only on whist, but
on piguet, ombre, quadrille, chess, and other games, were sold out as
quickly as they could be printed. As cach new edition appeared, all
the ralk in St. James's Park for days was the minute revisions of rules
that had occurred in the past half ycar. The books were pirated of
course; at one time there were ninc separate law suits against the pub-
lishers in the city who had illepally added Hoyle’s Rales to their hists.
For twenty years Hovle and his publisher autographed the titie page
of cach copy of the book as a proof of authenticity. Whise, whose
rules before had depended in the main upon the whim of the company
gathcred round the table, now had a champion, a Jaw-maker, a judge,
and a scholar.

Hoyle’s great contributions to the crystalliziog of whist rules, pro-
cedure, and strategy are, and always were, indisputable. At the time
Hoyle was writing his treatiscs, however, there were some few de-
tractors. ‘[hongh now their names are lost, and Ioylc’s immortalized,
their objections arc well-taken, and, if justly considered, must lessen
pereeptibly the reputation of the great gamester. Hoyles first treatise

«T'he Humorous Life of a Physician,” The Geutlenaw's Magazine, XXV
(IFebruary 1755), 75
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on whist appeared in 1743. It contained not only the laws of the game,
suggested by common usc and codified by him, but also points of
strategy for the beginner; complicated and copious tables of odds,
calculations, and probabilities for the plaving of the hand and wager-
ing too; and dozens of cascs to illustrate all the various points. Truly
whist had become scientific.

The Humours of W hist, a satire on both the man and his game,
appeared the same year. Hoyle was ridiculed for his obsession wich
gaming: a man who had spent half a centary n the study of carding, |
wha made a living at it as surely as did the lowest sharper, and who, |
vanity of vanities, was convinced of the game’s ultmate importance.
Hoyle, in the character of Professor Whiston is made to speak:
shore, Sir, I hope to sce the Time when 7 5ist shall become our most
darling Pursuit, and have the Pleasure to see the Nation playing one
umversal Game, Stndays not excepred” (p. 24).

In the satire, Hoyle’s rules, advice, and strategy are shown to have
quite 2 different effect from the intended, that of strengthening the
beginner’s game, and fortifying the honest player against the sharper.
What scems to have happencd in actuality is that the complications of
Hoyle were ammumiton for the knowledgeable, and only served to
bewilder the unskilful and goilible, Lawyers, duchesses, and maids-
below-stairs spent hours each day in the memorization of Hoyle's
odds: when you hold such and such cards, it is a 47 to 35 chance that
your rtght-hmd opponent holds the King of trumps. There 15 not
now, and was not then, any substitute for thoughtful, attentive play;
and a sharper with onc small technical advantage was lengths ahead
of the amateur whose head was crowded with Hoyle’s schemes.

The satirist’s objections were appropriate cnough in 1743; but how
much mare applicable five years later when Hoyle publicized his tech-
nique of “Artificial Memory,” a supposedly f aol-proof system in which
a whist player, whose memory was not all that was to be desired,
could, by the particular arranging and constant re-arranging of the
cards 1 his hand, “remember” how many trumps were still to be
played, whether he had the highest, second, or third card m any par-
ticular suit, and other matters which are essential to even average phy-
ing. Often reprinted ju Hoyle’s manuals, the “Araficial Memory™
was thought a capital systern, and so it was — for the sharper. Anyonc
of moderatc intelligence, by observing his opponent meticnlonsly at-
ranging and re-arranging his hand after the play of every trick, and
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with reference to Hoyle’s system, could determine with accuracy just
what cards the forgetful player held. Tor instance, trumps were held
on the extreme left of the hand in descending order; by the typical
play of the smallest trump ic was obvious how many cards of the suic
were held. When the King of a suit became the highest card our, it
was moved to a new position in the hand; and if this allowed the playcr
to recall the fact, it also provided his opponents and his unfortunatc
partner with the same information. As if this were not enough, the
amatcur would also carelully turn his court-cards right side up at every
deal (double-headed cards were not available in England before the
middle of the nineteenth century), marking most of the honors in his
hand. With the right players and sharpers, Hoyle’s “Artificial Mem-
ory’” obviated the need for marked cards or manipuladon — any ad-
vantage 15 advantage ¢enough. Hoyle had betrayed those whom he
meant to help.

V. Tuar DecLiNE or CHEATING
“No people cheat like the English.” 1

There 1s no doubt thar 1n Georgian England cheating was ubiqui-
tous. Sharpers were to be found in droves in the gammg-houscs;
inveterate gamblers devised their own schemes to beat the odds; fash-
ionable ladies and swells even less than the others cared to lose money
and face. Card-playing and gambling were excremely popular pastimes
throughout the eighteenth century. As the next century approached,
the love of play grew into a mania: if contemporary tracts are to be
believed, thousands were led yearly to their destruction in the back-
rooms of the London gambling establishments. The card-rooms at
Bath, which though respectable were never entirely free [rom sharpers,
werc the resort of young ladies of guality, gentlemen of frightful repu-
tation, ald ladies of impaired hearing, and, most memorably, of Mr.
Pickwick.

Then, at the end of every hand, Miss Bolo would inquire with a dismal coun-
tenance and reproachful sigh, why Mr. Pickwick had not returncd that dia-

mond, or led the club, or roughed the spade, or finessed the heart, or led through

the honour, or brought out the ace, or played up to the king, or some such

"Lord Melbourne to Queen Victoria, quoted in Elizabeth Longford, Queen
Victoria, Born to Succeed (New York, mog), p. 69.
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thing . Miss Bolo rose from the table considerably agirated, and went
straight homc in a flood of tears, and 2 sedan chair.??

There is noticeably no mention of sharping, or cven of ocular indul-
gence; only obsession with the game. TWhist was now the most popular
game in England; all men and women of good parts were capable of
whiling away an empty hour or two, hut the thought of cheating had
become laathsome, a betrayal of the spirit of the gamie, and someching

unworthy of the players. Polire socicty was given over to an honesty

in cards which prevails to this day, and sharping was left mainly to the

professionals. Warnings now were given out only to reckless habitués

agamst cheaters and rigeed gamcs; but whist was looked on as inno-

cent and pleasant amusenient for young ILrgwmn and newly-made

widows. Cards had become strictly uniform in manufacrure, with

double-heads, and intricately painted backs — casual cheating by the

non-professional was difficult to perform and casy to spot, and for the

most part unrewarding, since general public prudcnc.c had lowered che

stakes in polite society to a level of insignificance. At only one pomt

in the Victorian Age was there any controversy over cheating at whist,

and that was outrage at the complicatcd system of signals and discards
unportcd from Amcnca — but in a matter of a few years, this too had

been mcorporated into the strategy of the game, and whist was wholly

respectable.

AppENmY 1 ‘
From Charles Cotton, The Compleat Gamester, Chapter XT:
Fnglish Ruff and Honours, and Whist (pp. ri5-120)

He that can by craft over-look his adversarics Game hath 2 grear advantage,
for by that means he may partly know what to play securely; or if he can have
some petty glimpse of his Partners hand, There 1s a way by winking, or the
fingers to discover to their Partners what Honours they have, as by the wink
of onc eye, or putting one finger on the nose or table, it signifies one Honour,
shutting both the eyes, two; placing three fingers or four on the Table, three
or four Honours. They have several ways of securing an Honour or more in
the bottom when they deal, either to their Partners or sclves; if to their Partner
they place in the sccond lift next the top, 1, 2, 3, or four Aces, or Court cards
all of a suit, accarding as they could ger them together in the former deal, and
place a Card of the same suit in the bottom, when the Cards are cut they nust
use their hand so dexterously as not to put the top in the bottem, but nimbly
place where it was before.

* Chacles Dickens, The Posthinnons Papers of the Pickwick Clulb (London, 1887),
II, 118,
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If they wnould secure Honours tae themselves when dealing, they then place
so many as they can get upon their lap or other place undiscerned, and after
the Cards are cut, then elap them very neatly under. But the cleanliest rooking
way is by the breef, that is take a pack of Cards and open them, then take out
all the Honours, that i1s as aforesaid, the four Aces, the four Kings, &e¢. then
take the rest aud cut a little from the edges of them all alike, by which means
the Honours will be broader than the rest, so that when your Adversary cuts
to you, you are certzin of an Honour, when you cut o your Adversary cut
at the ends, and then it 15 a chance if you cut him an Honour, because the
Cards at the ends are all of a length, tls you may make breefs end-ways as
well as side-ways.

There are a sort of cunning fellows about this City, who before they go to
play will plane half a dozep of these Packs (nay sometimes half a score) in the
hands of a Drawer, who to aveid being suspected will eall vo their confederate
Drawer for a fresh pack of Cards, who brings them as from a shop new, and
soime of these ’acks shall be so finely marict, u-'hcrcb} the Gamester shall plainly
and certainly know cvery Card therein contain’d by the outside, although the
best of other cycs shall not discern where any mark was made at all; and this
donc with that variety that every Card of every suit shall have a different
distinguishable mark,

Some have a way to slick with a slick-stonc all the Honours very smooth, by
which means e will be sure to cut his Partner an Honour, and so his Partner
to him again, and that is done by lying a forefinger on the top indifferent hard,
and giving a slurring jerk to the rest which will slip ofl from the slickt Card.

It is impossible to shew you all the Cheats of this Game, since your cunning
Gamester is always studying new inventions to deceive the ignorant.

APPENDIX 2
From Richard Scynmur The Court Gamester (Londan, 1732), the Postscript
{pp. 100-103}. Scymour is quoting in part from The Whole Avt and Mystery
of Modern Gaming, fully Exposed and Detected, by a Gentleman (London,

1726).

IPicQuUET is now become so common, that even the meanest People have been
instructed, and let into all the Tricks and Sccrets of it, in order to render them
compleat Sharpers. . . .

I shall next tmention some things relating to PreQueT, which are cqually ap-
plicable to all other Gamzes at Cards, viz.

Maiked Carps.

It cannot be denied, that to know the Aces, Kings, Queens and Kunaves, is the
principal Part of this Gnme and all ather Ganses at Cards, especially, since by
this means, any Card you dmrc may be secured at Pleasure,

Tirst then, I shall shew how T have known Cards marked.

1. Aces with onc Spor, at the opposite Corpers . . .
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. Kings with Two Spots , . .

111, Quweeaus with one Spot, traversed . . ,

IV, Kunves with Two Spots | | .
The next Difficulty wiil be to mark the Cards in such a Manner, thar They
may not be discovered by your Adversary, and at the same time appcar plain
to your Self, syhich is to be thus effected.

Make a fine-pointed Pen, and take some clear Spring-Water, and makce your
Dots upon the glazed Cards at the Corners according to the Dircctions above,
and they will pass if they are well done; you may Colour your Water with
Indian-Ink to make the Afards more or less conspicuous, as you will best judge
by your Eye.

Thirty-two Cards arc the Number made use of at PicQurrT, so that just half
of them will be known to you; and in Dealing you may have an opportunity
to give yoursell those you like best; and if you cannot conveniently chinge
the Pack according to your Desire, you will commonly know what you are
to take in, which is a demonstrative Advantage to win any onc’s M oney.

All the Inference T shall draw from this Gentleman’s Informations, js, that
as nonc of my Fair-Readers, it is hoped, ever practice such basc Arts; they
only stand here, as a fixed Brand, against those who seem to glory in the de-
testable Life of a sharping Gamester,
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to modern, from the early Italian tarot to the English whist deck, from
decks used in the games of Chinese children to souvenir packs of the
Chicago Exhibition. The collection, now housed in the Houghton Li-
brary, establishes a chronolegical and geographical survey, of very high
quality, of zll the history of playing cards.)
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RoserT LeE WoLrr, Coolidge Professor of History at Harvard, combines teach-
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