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A Foot11ote to the Publication of 
Peter Sn1ith' s India,1 Doctor's 

Dispensatory (Cincinnati, r813) 
Ri cbnrd J. lJ1 olf e 

N£ of the n1ost curious 3nd shado"1y figures of carJy 
Americ~n 1nedicine ,vus the ll~vcrcnd Peter S111ith. Farmer~ 
preacher of the Gospel, and self-proc]aimed Indian herb 
doctor., Fat her Sn1ith ( as he tern1ed himself) ]a bored for 

many years in the l\1iami countt)7 of south,Yestern Ohio as healer of 
bodies. as \Vc11 as saver of souls. The Reverend Peter Smith is kno\vn 
today only in loc:al legend and through his publication in 181 3 of a 
medicin~l formular) 7 entitled '_f'/Je Indian Doctor's Dispensn.torJ, Being 
Father S111itl/s Adr-Jice Respecting Disenses nnd Tbeir Cure; Consisti-ng 
of Prescriptions for A-1any Coniplniuts: nnd n JJescription of 1,1edicines, 
Sin1ple and Cou1po11nd, Sbo·u}ing Tbeir Virtues and How to Appl'y 
Tben1. In the one and only edition of this ,var k, the second 1na tcria 
medica pn blishcd ,vest of the AHcghcny 1\1ountains and the first n1cdi-
cal book issued in the state of Ohio,1 the author extended his r.]ready 
lengthy title \Vith the note that it \Vc1.S c'desjgned for the benefit of his 
children, his f ricnds and the pub]ic, but 1norc especia11y the citizens 
of the \Vcstcrn parts of the l:nitcd States of An1crjca.'' Printed by 
Bro,vne and Looker at Cincinnati in 181 3, the book \V~1s lost to pos~ 
tcrity for the better part of a century-a being kno\vn only through 

1 The. first n1-cdical book as '-1teU -as the first m~teria tnr!dic~ puhHs.hed in \,rhar 
,ras then rcfcrrc{l i::o as the Vi-'e.ste:rrt country- ,.,•as Thotnas ''-'hitc Ruhl~ .. s The 
A111crirau ,tf e-dictr! Guide for tbe Use of Fnntilfrs, in Two· Pnrts. Pttrt tst, A ,Harerfo 
Af edic~, Defng a TreL1tics 011 AU the 1Host [tsefult Art1clcs Used as Af edirine, lnclud-
iuf{ Tbose lF !Jich Are tbe I'Todu.c~ of Our Own Co1~ntr.}", P~rt 2d. 7 ber.i:1peutics, 
or Tbe Art of Curing the F e1rious-Dise(fses of tbe Hu11um 11odj,' ••• (Richmond~ 
Ky. 1 Printed by E. 1-Iarris for the Author, 1810). 1"he only recorded copies of this 
"·ork are found in the 1' ,i,tion-J.1 Library of A-lcdieine, Bethesda, l\.1d.1 the C niversity 
of Chicago Libr~ry, ,nd the Libr~ry of the St. Louts J\.1edical Society. 
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reference to it jn o~her authorities on American materja n1edic2,2 until 
a copy of it accidentally turned up at Toledo in 1897. 

John Uri J-']oyd~ pharn1acist, p]ant chc1nist, drug n1anuf acturer, 
novelist, enthusiast for the history of pharn1acy and botan~r~ book col-
lector,. founder of the library of botany., pharmac)ri and materia medica 
in Cincinnnti that hears his nameJ and rcdiscoverer of the aforesaid copy 
of Tbe Indian Doctor~s Dispensatory in r 897, tcl1s1 jn the introduction 
to his facsimile edition of that ,vork, aH of the scant details that then 
cou]d be learned about Father Sn1ith's Jjfc and ,vork .. Lloyd cited as 
the source of much of his information one General J. ,\ 7arren Keifer 
of Toledo. General Keifer's mother ,vas the daughter of Peter Smith~ 
and it ,vas in Keif eris hon1e that l...Joyd discovered the copy of T be 
l11dilfn Doctor's Dispensatory that he re~published jn 1901. Other facts 
are given by Smith himself in the sc1ni~autobiographical Preface of his 
book and in the hook itself. 

Briefly, Peter Smith ,vas born in 1\Tc,v Jersey on 6 February 17 53 
the son of Hezekiah S1nith, ,vho ,vas himself an Indian physician.4 

Educated at Princeton 1r, he married Catherine Stout 1 a Ne,v Jersey gir]~ 
:;! For cxan1plei in the ''Critical Tab]e of the Principal Authors and '''orks CitedH 

in C. S. Rafincsguc's A1edical Flora; or, Af nnunl of tbe Al cdjcal Bora1JJ of tl:Je U11ited 
States of }\lortb A111eric(( ... (Phil-a., Atkinson & Alexandert 1818-30, 2 vT ), Smith 
ls mentioned ('-'· 1, p. 21) t11us: 

uPETER St\·l lTH., the Indian Doctor 1 Dispensary, Cincinnr-iti! 181 3. A guide for 
Ernp i rl cs! some 111 c di e;a 1 f .ic ts; but fr j s difficult to as certain to ,v hat s-pc.ci cs they 
apply, no <lescriptjons nor figures., nor correct ns.n1es ~re given.' 1 

.fl Rull et in of tl:Je Lloyd Library of Dotffny 1 Pbnrntacy nlld ,H~neria Af edica~ No. 2, 

ReJ~roductfr;11 Serier, No. z (Cincinnati, 190 r). The entire Bulletin is dCYOted to 
Smith ~nd rhis \\.'ork. In his; introrlactory st.itement here Lloyd sars that he h&d 
searched jn ,·ain for :a copy of S1nith'~ dispensatory for ~,·enty-five )Tars and tells 
how he ftna1l y c~mc upnn m1e at Toledo in [897. Since then, .fi\·c other c9pics h:a\"C 
appeared. These six copies arc all located today in public col1ections, a> folio,vs: 
The P1Jblcc Lrbr~ry of Cincinnati and H.imiltan County" the H1storical and Philo-
sop hi ca 1 Sod etr of Ohio! c1 t\ d tl1 C Ll O yd Library Of Boran y, p h nrmacy a TI a 1\.1 tcria 
l\1.edica! all 1n Cincinrnnj; the Ne"·berry Liurary! Chicago; The Nev.:--York Public 
Library, ~nd the An1c:-rican Antiquarian Society in '''orcestet, l\1&ssachosctts. 

"'L1oyd star:c_!;; tli:n the exact location of Peter Sn1ith'.s birth was a pb.t:e ir1 New· 
J c:r.~:"ey nan1ed ,:vales; he learned this fact 1 proLabiy! f ronl General Kcif er. Such 
pl ace is n at ] oc~tc d on current maps or in n1 o dcrn gaze ttccrs, no l" cou] d j t he found 
on or in earlier ones. The fact that Ferer Sn1id1 \Vas at Jcast a second-generation 
lndfa.n physici&n is \\ .. Orth noting~ for it frequently happened that such kno,vlcdge 
wss hl n dcd down f rorn one genera don to the next. 

Peter Smith 1s n~mc i5 not entered in catalogues of Princeton. gr.Hluatcs, nor i~ 
rhcre any record of his attendance at the Un h•crsity in 1nanuscrjpr or archival 
re cords the re. The ma ttt:r can not l>e dctc rm incd ,v j th cer ta i tl ty at this ti me, for 
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in December of 1776. Peter Sn1ith received some early instruction in 
n1cdicine at the hands of his f athcr. Smith tells us ho,v he a1so became 
acquainted ,vith the ,vorks of Bcnja1nin Rush, ,~lilliam Buchan .. 
S.A.A~D. Tissot, John Bro\vn, and other ,vritcrs on the physic of that 
d2y 1 -as \veil as ,vith the ,vritings of the seventeenth-century· English 
astrological physiciant Nicholas Culpeper~ He further describes ho,v 
he acquired n1cdical information from physicians in Nc,v Jersey and 
in other locations 1-vhcre he subsequent1y resided, jn Pcnnsylvani::11 

\Tirginia~ North ~nd South Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, and Ohio. 
Smith called hi1nsclf ''Indian doctor~' because his practice rc1icd much 
on herb? root 1 and other re1nedies kno,vn to the Indians, though he did 
not confine himself to botanical remedies alone.6 

Peter Smith spent his early· adult life \vandering, jnitially do,vn the 
eastern coast of the United St11tes1 from Ne,v Jersey· to Georgia. After 
a brief residence in Gcorgia 1 he turned inland, trekking through Ten-
nessee and Kentucky and eventually into Ohio. I.Joy-cl relates, from 
G·cncral Keif er's descriptions founded on fatnily traditiont ho1v Smith 
took his f an1il)r on horseback - ,vif c, babies and all - through the 
,vilderness and through tcrritor) 7 still infested ,vith Indianst preaching 
the Gospel and practicing medicine on the ,vay. Peter Smith ,vas a 
Baptist and held strong an tislavcry· opinions. It ,yas the latter ,vhich 
caused hi1n to desert his Georgia hon1c and travel ,vest\vard through 
Tennessee and into Kentucky. Finding that l{entucky~ too, had bc-
co1ne a slave state~ he migrated to Ohio, settling first near Cincinnati 
about 1 ?94 and aftenvards, in 1804, n1oving to a sn1all, poor farn1 
further in the ,vilderness .. Jjttlc e]se cou1d be ]earned about his life and 
,vork, except for the fol]o-\ving facts: he farmed, preached, and con .. 
tinued to minister as a physician to his neighbors; he took a trip to 
Philadelphia jn the .snm1ner of 1811 1 presumably in s~arch of additional 
medical laio\vlcdgc; and he died on his farm on 3 r December 1816.7 

records of e s.rl y P rin ccto n non-gm d ua.tes re in conl plc ce ovi:i n g to fires in Nass a 11 

I-fo.11 in I Soi and .l 855. 
In the Prcfac~ of his Indian Doctor 1s Dispe,isatory S1nith stat-cs ( p~ x): .u1 c~ll 

myself an Indian Doctnr, becaus.e I have incidcntaB}' obtained a knowledge of 1n11ny 
of the simples used by the Jn.di-J.LlSj but chiefly because I h~ve obta1ncd nly kno,vlcdgc 
generally in the like manner that the indians do [i.e. empidcally].n 

Lloyd a.lso makes reference to a cousin 1 Hezekiah Smkh, D.D. 1 of Haverhill,. 
;\-1 as sac hnscttst ,v ho ~,.ill be mention c d 1:3 tc.r. A ttcmpts to 1 oca te letters and do cu -
rnents re 1 ~ting to Petet Smith in pu h Uc co] lections have produced :a ln1ost n oth; n g. 
Syracuse Uni\Tersity 1 for cxampk 1 ,vas reported to hold kttcrs v,:rittcn by him. 
Inquiry, howe n:~r 1 d etc r nli n c d that these p ertaincd to a not her Peter Sn1 it h, who was 
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Peter Smith belonged to, and jn so1nc ,vays is rcprcscnt~tive of, a. 
sizable group of medical prjctitioncrs in c:1rly An1cric11 thai:: is frequent-
ly aJ]uded to but little doctunentcd or understood: he ,vas (1 n1inistcr-
p h y sicj an ,v ho coin bi ncd his r c] i g j o us ca 1 ling \Vi th the more p ra gm a tic 
and mundane profcssjon of attcnd1ng to the cor1inreal ills of his flock~ 
Practica]ity pro·vukcd this du al prof cssion alisn1'.I ,vhich stcrnnied f ron1 
the early days of the English settlements of North An1crica1 to \Vhich 
fe,v n1en of physic emigrated. As fe\v triiined physici~ns came to 
America during its coloninl period, it becan1e the }ot of men of educa-
tion, and in particular 111ini:,tcrs~ to attend to tl1c sufT crjngs and ills of 
the populace. (This custo111 ,vns cspccial]y deep-rooted in ':\1c\v Eng-
land.8) The need for ~111d use of such substitute js one of the 
1nain re-a.sons \vhy medicine in c~r]y Arncrica did not foJlo,v usual 
European tradition8 and paths but rather evolved indcpcndcndy along 
J css th co re t ica 1 and n 1 ore prac ti ca I ro u tcs. In i\. n1 er j ca, it \ va s n cccss i ry 
rather than an organi7ed profession ,vhich created the n1astcrs~ 

A1nedcan medicine ,vas distinctive f ron1 the start not on1y because 
of this i<liosyncra~y but a1so because n1uch of the pr~ctice of nHtny of 
these early minister-physicians depended upon the nse of hcrb 1 root, 
nnd botanical substances that had been borro,ved fro,n the Indians. 
'''hile such ulndian physicia.ns)J ( or ernpirics, as they \Vere called) 
evolved as a natural product of the An1crican environnltl 11 in the seven-
teen th and eighteenth ccnturjes, they began_ to be dislodged ~nd dis-
placed~ many of them moving south,vard and ,vest,vBrd a]ong ,vith 
ensuing tides of n1igration, tov~rards the end of the eighteenth century 
and in the decades fo]louting, ,, .. hen the supply of c(regularn physicians 
increased in the East and these hegan to prof essiona li;,,.e and to t-ahe on 

horn in 176S' and ,vas ~s~odatcd n1n1nly ,1,•id1 the central Ne,v '\:rork an:a ( and ,vas 
the father of the ;lbolitronis~ Gerrit Smith). The Ci11dnn:1d HiHorkal Society has 
only on.c mat1uscript r-elat ing to S1nith 1 an indenture between hhn and John Cle\Tes 
Symmes, dated 9 July • 7961 ftnd rdating to the transfer of land to Smith at th3t time. 

!: The role of rninjsters and dc-rgyincn i[l early An1ericc1n medicine has been 
noted frequently. One commcntatori the l..it-c T)r. Henry R. ,riets, obsen·cd in his 
Drief History of A! edicinc in Af~s.sacbusetts (Roston: 1-Joughton J\1 iffiin. r930) that 
inc:dicir1c \V::ls tnmsferrcd to Ne\v England by ministers:, parr]y trained as physicians, 
=:1nd the ]owest classes of medical men 1 the harher-surgcons. The n1inisters and 
other men of cd u ca ti o!l served the spa rsd y pop u b tcd sett]e men ts fairly v."cllt Y•-" hj] e 
the mote ad\·enturcsome barb~r-sutgcons <lid the 111inor surgery. 1\-iany minister~ 
~n d n1~n of ed Uf..'"S. tion l~o ming out f ron1 England in the early days re~d or took 
courses jn ~na.ton1y and other n1edic-al subj cct.s in preparation for or in antidpation 
of th.is dual role abroad. 
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the customs ~nd trappings-of Europe::.n 1ncdicjnc. Indian physicians 
came to be looked upon generally ns uirregulars," and they confined 
their prGcticcs for the n1ost part to rurnl and frontier scttlctncnts ,vhere 
reguh1r physicians ,vere less likely to be found. Here they engaged in 
a form of popular or folk n1edicinc and in a sense probab]y · pcrfonned 
useful services niucb as female mid,v·ivcs did in the absence of trained 
pra. ct1 non crs. 

\~1hilc it is in1possiblc to assess the in1pact or success of Peter Smith"'s 
Indian Doctor,s Dispeusatory at this tin1e, it see,ns reasonable to con-
clude that it found extensive use 3n1ong the settlers of Ohio~ Kentucky, 
and adjacent regions of the An1crican tnid\vest., in spite of the f uct that 
only a half-dozen copies of it arc kno,vn to ex1st tod a)T· It ,vas the kind 
of ,vork that \Vas designed to serve as a '~do it yourself I book for every-
day household use; consequently, it ,vas a. book of the kind thn t is 
literally ''used to pieces.~' Fe,v copies of such ,vorks are ever destined 
to suryivc. Peter Sn1ith's sin1plc booklet of I 12 pages consists of a 
recital of all of the prescriptions and rcn1cdics in his medical arn1a1nen-
tariun1, follo,vcd by a listing of diseases., injuries, and bodily ills for 
\vhich thc)r ,vcrc ad;udged efficacious. Intending it thus for popular 
consun1ption, its author couc]1cd its text in plain1 everyday· language 
und esche,vcd the use of botanical nmncs, giving plant na1nes jn the 
con1n1on terminology of the time ::1.nd region. The Indian Doctor's 
Dispensatory undoubtedly· reaJ;ze.d the popular and uti]itarian goals 
for ,vhich its author intended it~ and it must have brought Smith some 
local notoriety. J....Ioy·d 1ncntions that uthc na1nc ,vas familiar during 
the ,vritcr's boyhood in Kentucky. It Jingcrs y·et about '''cstcrn 
domestic medicine, and is occasionaUy seen jn orthodox medical print.'> 
Ho,vcvcr ,veH kno\vn Fat her Sn1ith may ha vc beco111e, hi~ reputt1tion 
and f-an1c ,verc obviously local1 confined to those regions of Ohio and 
Kentucky \vhere he, his book1 and his n1odc of n1edicine found employ-
ment. 

A curious incident relating to Smith's attcn1pt to disseminate his 
,vork beyond his ff\Vn Jin1itcd sphere has recently come to light atnong 
the n1anuscript and archival records of the h1assachusetts .i\1edical 
Society+ This episode is sho\vn through 2 Jetter ,vhich Smith sent to 
the Society in 1813, proposing the publication of an edition of his hook 
in the East. In the letter and the contractual instrument ,vhich he in-
cluded ,vjrh it, information is to be found on several heretofore un~ 
kno-\vn details about Smith's shado,·vy Jifc, as ,vell as evidence of the 
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zeal ,vith ,vhich he co1nbincd his religious and rnedica.1 roles.0 S1nith 
penned his letter in response to -an advertisement that he had seen, prob-
ably one reprinted in Ohio from an ear1ier a<lvertisen1cnt in a Boston 
n e, v spa per, about th c Boylston pr j ze d isserta ti on that had h een soli ci tc d 
jn 18 1 2 or 181 3. 

Early jn 1 803 \i\'ard Nicholris Boylston, a ,vcnhh)r n1erchant of 
Boston and grand-nephc,v of Zubdicl Boylston~ the jntroducer of s1naH-
pox inocu]ation to An1erica jn 1 7 2 r., entered jnto an agreement ,vith 
Harvard University ,vhereb)T he ,vould provide ~n annual gift of one 
hundred dollars for the f ol1u\ving purpose .. The Universjty ,vould ap-
point a co1n1nittce of men skil1ed in 1nedical subjects ,vho ,vould choose 
topics to be ad\ranccd+ These \"vould be announced publicly, and indi-
viduals ,vould be invited to submit dissertations on one or n1ore of 
them. Contestants subinitting theses of the highest order ,vould he 
a,varded part or aJl of the .stipend~ depending upon the number guali-
fy-jng in a given y·ear. Boy·1ston 1vas especially· interested in the a.d-
vancement of the n1edical and che.n1ical .sciences and had previously, 
in 1 Boo,. gi,ren the Uniy·ersity an anaton1ical and medical ]ibrary hear-
ing his name, and an cndolvmtn t to add to it.10 The -first Boylston 

Thc.i;;;c documents ".rcre traosferred in 1973 from the Society's \~Ults to the 
Boston ;\·lcd[C-11 l .ihrary in The r~nds A~ Counn,·ay Library of l\1edidne 1 where 
the r h:a vc sin c~ b c en sortcd 1 in \'ento ric(l t and c:Halogued. ·r he Conn tv.'"a y •s c fossj fi ca -
ti on nu mbcr for t hi:5 particular item is B J\1 S c 7 5. 4. Srnith ,s J cttcr ,v a.s w· r i ttc n on 
a piece of foolscap paper ( r 3 1 /4 x I 6 inches) ·which was folded in half to fonn t\\To 
]en·cs. Smith "Tote his letter on the recto af one leaf and his l:Ontr~ct or letter of 
~gcncy or agreement on the recto of the other. The sheet "''as then folded several 
tirn~s h1to the 5hape of a modern envelop~t was sealed 1 and 1,,.vas addressed to 
Lernucl l+.1y,vard) Esq r ., 1\1. D .• Il osto n, 1\1as :rn ch use tts. Post O ffi cc en dorscn1en t 
indicatos that it ,va.s n1ailed on .29 N ovemb-cr r 8 q (for twcnty-fi,Te cents} and that 
fr ,ras accon1panied Ly a pan1phkt) a copy of his book. The sheet is ,vaterrnarked 
''i\·fh11ni1' on o~e half ~nd ''lV & Coi) on the other, .:-iho,r.Ting its 111at1ufacturcr to 
have heen Christian \Va.ld~mith1 Ohia•s second papern1~kcr 1 ,\ 1ho ,,·as active hetv..-een 
18 [O Rnd 18 [6. (See Oard l-luntcr's I'aper1nnking in Pio11e.er Anierica [Phila.delpht~: 
UnhTetsity of P-cnnsylvsnfa Prcssl i 952] Chapter [81 for inforn1Mion on this earliest 
rl)r-i.ker of the Cindnngd Area.) 

rn The cOnlpletc records of lloyhton's ncgotiatjons with the University jn l 800, 
as well 3s the minutes of the Boylston Pri7.C Comminee benveen I 804 -and 1858., ~re 
contained jn a copybook "\vhich 1s prc~cn~cd jn the Harvs.rd l\1cdic~l Archh·cs 
( cbssified ~s DE ro, v. Ei )T The Harvard l\1cdical Archives a.re a.lso cotu:aincd jn 
the Cou n uva r Li hr~r y. Boylston :rs in i tbJ 1 i;ttcr to the U n1versity in t hjs regard, 
dated i.o l\1ay l 8oot indic~tcs that his gift of the BoyLton J\1cdical Library and his 
later n1un i fi ccnces aro.~c £ rotn a prid c l 1c felt in th c v.· ur k of his great uncle, the 
ino cul a tor Za b dicl Boy I ston and in the en do\l.· nle:n ts tnad £: to the Uni versicy by 
his late uncle. N j cho las Boylston. Boy 1 is i ni tj a 1 gift to H -arvar d in 1 800 con-
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Prize ,vas ::t.lvarded in April 1804t to Drr Janies i\-'Iann for his disserta-
tion on cholera .inf antum. The Roy lston Prize Committee \vas ap-
pointed annually by the Corporation of I-Iarvard University, hut its 
rnernbers \Vere usually, for tl,e most pctrt, the san1e individuals f rorn 
year to year. These ,vere mainly 1-Jarvard professors or I--IarYard 
graduates. The Con1n1ittec n1et in the hall of the 1\-'lass~chusctts i\1cdical 
Society·, and v,hile the Society hJd no officiai connection ,vith the 
prizci 1nctllbcrs of the Prize Corntnittce ,vcrc officers or ackno,vlcdgcd 
friends of both Harvard and the 1Vlcdical Society. Consequcnt1y, some-
thing like an interlocking directorate connected the nvo. Fro1n 1810 

until 1815 Lemuel I.Jay,vard served as chairman:, and during these 
years membership consjstcd of John '~'arrcn~ John Brookst Thomas 
':\'clsh, Aaron Dcxtcrl Josiah Bartlett, nnd John Flcct 1 \Vith one or nvo 
others rotating on or off and ,vith James Jackson soon bccon1ing an-
other pcr1nancnt 111c1nbcr. 

Each year the Co1nmittcc chose three subjects to be investigated and 
described. Announcement of the subjects ns ,veil as of the prjze 
offered ,vas published in local nc,vspapers (,vhichl in the tradition of 
eighteenth- and car1)7 nineteenth-century jo11mnlisn1., led to re-publica-
tion in nc,vspa:pcrs around the land). In April 18 1 2, the Com1nittcc, 
,vhich consisted of Drsr I-lnY'vard 1 \l\\1rren, Y\7clsh~ Dexter, Brooks~ ... 
Bartl c tt, Spoon er, F 1 ee t, and Jackson, so lj cited d isserta ti on s on th c f o 1-
1 o ,v in g topics: 1. On epilepsy, its variety and the n1ode of treatn1ent of 
each. 2. '"''hat substitute can be had for leeches &c.? ( this question 
had been asked the previous year but had not been ansvtered satisfac-
torily). 34 On the medicinal uses of carbonic acid gas .. In April 18 I 3 
the topic relating to carbonic acid gas \Vas agnin put forth, and the n.vo 
other subj ccts ,vere concerned ,vi th the criteria for determining the 
use of mercurials in cases of phthi~is [tuberculosis] and the reciprocal 
changes \Vhich take pJacc in the b]ood and in the air during the process 

sisted of 1,110 medical volumes of selected authors assembled m~inly by Dr. John 
Ni~hols of London, together with a nu1nber of anaton1ical plates -and preparations 
(1f J r,hn Njcho]s' f:nher., }'rands Nichols, l~tc Professor of Anatomy at Oxford. 
The collection ,vas offid~l!y named the Unrlston l\1edical Library in 1803. ,;vhile 
J-J arvard no,;,• had a proper n~hlical <:ollcction, and one adequate to tl1c times, it 
\Vas \',.'() e{ u 11 y out of place., sin cc the 111c di c-a l faculty -and mo ~t of the 1n c d ic-a.l pro-
f cssiO[l \Yerc located in Bostor11 eight miles awar hy wretched .road. And in 1810, 
:iftcr l-J-arv"J.rd~s medical deparnnent n1ov-cll to Boston, it fell into disuse. For the 
background on th is collection see J oscph F.:. G-ar land's T be Cent enn fol Hi st or)' of 
the Ho:ston M cdic.al Library (Bostont 1 975 )~ 
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of respirarjon. The advertisen1ent for either the 1812 or the 1813 

prize - the n1atter is a111bjguous - can1e to Peter·Smith's eyes in the 
,vilderness, and he ,vrote (in his o,vn hand) the folJo,vjng letter jn 
response: 

Gcnt]cmen: 
It ,vas th [ r] oi an advenisen1enc respcctcng the prize question for fost yc~r 

th:1t I ]er1rne<l your narnes, and thnt you ,ver~ a con1mittee 1 I suppose, for the 
1ncdic:1l Society. Thinking it probable thnt you n1~y yet Le in that connection 
and trust I n1ake free to tronbk you) i\·ith. _my hun1hk attcnlpt indtled the In-
di::1n l)octors ni~pcns.~tory, together ,vhh a lcrrcr aurhodzjng the reprinting it ju 
your partsi shou]d it 1nect your npprohntion. It ,vHl be at your disposal. Any one 
of you 1nay give it the proper aid - or Jct it be silent. I consider it rather ~s a 
clergyman~s Book for I am of rhat calling myseH. I had a rcladon (that is a 
cousin) in your qulrter of America- Hezekiah Smith D.D. of Haverhill-
"'jth hjm I n1ight have rested the· fate of this Book had he yet been Iiving.11 I 
hn ve ah\~a r~ b cl on gcd to th c san1c religious society t h:1 t he did i and have b cen 
in the sa111c calling near forty years. I expect no-,v 1n the course of things I anl 
not long for this JJif c and tho' I send this little piece jnto the \\.t orld1 ,vith 
hopes of dojog good to n1ankind r-csp~cting thelr bodily hcalthi hclie\'C me 
Gcntlcn1cn, the jnrcrest of the ·Redcc1ner and the salvotion by hiln is infinitely 
n1ore in1portant in n1y vie,~. 0 that you may an be sharer5 in thr1t good part.. 

I have ahvays Jived since I ,v~~ a i\-finistcr of the Gospel in the nc,v, or 
back part of the country, have raised a large family, ,vho are a11 in credit~ and in 
tnodcrate circun1stnnces jn i ife. Illlt I have had very little :1ssistance to enable 
111e to ser\.Te the puh1icki hut have ahvays lived by my O\Vn means. I have never 
though. t n1y ci rcu n1.stanccs su cl 1 as to enable 111e to g i vc either of 111 y sons a 
liberal educatjon (and I have five sons) Lut my youngest son ,vhose name is 
Jacob, I consider to be a genjus - and ,vould take ]earning most vJHJing1y-
he is no,v in his r 7th rear. If the s~hj cct of 1ny Book ,vould assist inc Jittle in 
my decline in Jifc. And should providence g1ve 1ne health in nny good degree~ 
I propose to conthn1e in the good "\1'ork of the Gospel, ,vhilc I h:avc a breath to 
praise or pray. 

If soine one of you ,vill ,vrhe to n1e by post your attention 1 hope will be 
gra tcf u 11 y ac kno,vl edged. 

11 H ezeki~h Smith, ;,\·horn Lloyd mentioned, bore the san1,c name ,as Peter Smith's 
father v.• ho \\~;ls his u nc] e. This cousl n of the Ind t:S.n ph \rs1 cian is doc u n1 en red ' 
briefly in Frederic!.: L. \":Veis1s Tl:Jc Colon fol Clergy and Colo11irtl Cl.1uTc!Jes of }.,r e~v 
Eu gland (L~nc:1stcr, 1,f~ss.: Society of the Descendants of the Colonial Clergy, 
I 936 ), p. [ S-9, llorn on Long Island in 1 i3 i, this Hc7.cl~ i~h 8n1hh gr~duatc<l frrnn 
Princeton in 1 762. (Perhaps family kgcr1d incorrectly attributed this rclative,s 
Prfr1ceton cducadot1 to Peter.) Settling in H:utc:rhill1 J\·t15.sachusetts 1 he spent most 
of his life as 1'·1inistcr of the Ilapti~t C!,urch there, dyjng in 1805. \,leis notes that 
he sen·ed as chapfajn during the Rc\~olurionary lVar and he]d higher degrees from 
Bro\l'n UniYersity1 of \Vh1ch he ,vas 11 J/cllo\v. 
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Tho' a. stranger to :=i.n r of y 011 f. an1 1. vi th SC n t irn en ts Of resp cct 

\r our 1nost o bcdicn t 

To the Co1nnli t tee 
of the n1 ed [ cal So cj ety of Ha t\Ta rd University 
supposed to he - I .. emuel Hay-,vard, F....s9r,i lvl.D. 
John lVarrcn- John Brooks- Tho1nas '~'e]sh-
Josiah Bartlett- YVillian1 Spooner~ John F]eet 
and J a1ncs J a. ckso n 

Peter Smith 

217 

Should you ,1Titc to mci please to direct to Ne,v Boston post office, on 1\1ad 
Rivcri Cha1npain County State of Ohio to the care of Srru1ll. S1nit1J 

In the hope, or expectation~ that his proposal might meet \Vith the 
Society's approYal, Peter Smith appended a letter of agreement to his 
dispatch. This specified in quasi-legalistic terms the conditions that he, 
the author, placed upon the publication of his book. This addendum, 
though brjef, provides further insights into Smith's psycho]ogy and 
character. It stated that 

1"hcsc presents do ,vitncss that J Peter Sn1ith of the county of Cha.mpain and 
State of Ohio (author of the Indian Doctor's Dispensator~y) do hereby appoint 
~nd authorize i\·1 t. Le1nuel Hayv.ard Esqr. l\·I.1). of Iloston) State of l\ 1ass1chu-
sett~] (together ,vith the fo11o,ving Gcntlen1en John "\:Varr-cn, John Brooks, 
Thon1-as \V clsh, Josiah 13attlett, \\'illian1 Spooner~ John Fleet & James Jackson 
being a Comn1ittee appointed by the Corporation of Harvard University &c.i 
jointly or any one of thc1n) to be n1r Agent ( or Agents) to publish ~n Edi-
tion or Editions of this Tiook, sent here,vith entttlcd the Jndi~n Doctor,s Dis-
pcns:uory or Father S1nith Advice &c. - ~nd to vend and dispose of then1 at 
Djscretion - provided ahvays that sixteen ~nd t,vo thirds cents be reserved to 
hirn the author, and his heirs~ fr~e of ail dcductinns, as a subsidy for his coppy 
dght on each coppy of Ilnok ,vhcn sold~ to be transn1itted by post in a post 
bill, thnt ,vill be received in any Lank [ several \,;,rords cros.~cd out and illegible J 
near the City of l\ 111shington- eight cents ~nd one third being to re,vard the 
F..ditor ( for each coppy) for selling, collecting, transn1itting by post and other 
exp ens es. and trouble - 2 5 Cents being n1 y extra d cn1a nd f ron1 the purchaser 12 

l..'.: In the ''Ad,·ertisen1ene~ section pr~ccding the Preface of his Indian Doctor's 
1 )i spe nJ:a tor y, Sn1 j th ma l-:ci much of the fact t ha. t in setting the price of on.e d 
on th i v.' or k he his priced it Diven ty-.fi \.' e cents "il bov e ,v hat \lr'O u l d IJe common then 
for a hook of its si·le. Thi~ c:xtra premiu1n~ he goes on to explain in scmi--a.pologetic 
vdni is paid for in the preservation of he~lth or the reco,Tery from disease that it 
Lcsto,vs; moreover, it offers but small compensation to its author for his labor -and 
observations of fifty years. This cxtrn pre1n1um of tv.'"cnty-.fhTc cents had some 
special ~ign i fi can ce or p u rpo sc to Peter Smith, an cl ho rcta.i n c d it '-'' hen ,;,,;,•ri ting up 
this business agreern~nt for the poss:ib1e re&p\1blication of his v.·ork it1 the East, One 
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nnd that the said Editor is to cause this certificate or letter of no-cncr to be . 
entered ~nd recorded in the publick Notnty for the place ,vhere he resjdes -
As a]so for each F_.dition~ he (the Editor) is to enter the nun1ber of coppie~ of 
the intended Edition ( fron1 time to t1n1e) tlnd the R.cgjster or clerk is hereby 
a [ u] thorjscd to settle ,vjtll the s~id Edirort at the expiration of ca.ch year - for 
the coppies sold and the 111oncy transn1ittcd as nbove directed - for ,,;.1hith the 
Editor is to p~y the C~erk hjs fees, out of his o,vn part-And the snid Lemuel 
I-Iay\\'"ard - or any one of the above named., acting herein, is hereby authorised 
to transmit and convey th1s right of prJnting, to any prjnter, or other pen:;on or 
persons ,vho will execute the pu blis:hing of this book on the above mentioned 
tern1s - And the S'aid Lc1uu e 1 ( or other of the before named) acting is im-
p o,ve red hereby to do aU thingsi respecting th.c said book, ( co11sistent \l~ith the 
ahave) as rer1lly and entirely as tho I ,vere present in n1y o\vn person. In con-
firma tjon here of I l ta ve hcreun to subscribed my nan1e and affixed 1n y seal 
Novbr. 1813 

\Vitn esscd b r JTIC 

Dan.1. Syn1mes 
}i:rh. A. Dro\Vn 

Peter Smith Seal 

N. B+ This Letter of Agcnc y ,v r itte n ,vi th my o,vn h 0 n d 
and sent by post1 attached to a coppy of the said Book is 
to Le considered ~very \vny valid 1 thn 1 lacking the usual 
f onna] i tics of a power of attorney 

Peter Smith 

This incident did not have a happy ending. 1:\Tithin the five decades 
preceding the publication of Peter Sn11th's Jndinn Doctor's Disf)en-
satory a ne,v era had opened up for n1edicine in Amerjca. In such a 
scheme the ,vork of an en1pirjc had no part. 1a After the niiddle of the 
eighteenth century _..\._rnerican medical students ·trave1ed to Edinburgh 

gct.s the jmpression, from bis advenisement in the book us well As fron1 his com-
1nunic:atiot1 ,Yith the l\·1~:s:sachusetts lHedical Society., that he ,v~s trying to nlisc 
1non ~r in his: ol cl age, perhaps to aid his f mil y w hi] e he :stj] l had ti me. And since 
jt was unu~ual for emptrjcs to publish their treasury of secrets:, this 1notive may 
have prompted the r 813 pub1ication of Tbe l11ditni Doctor'r Dispe11satory in the .first 
pl ace, though it j s p ussj bk that he al so 1na y ha \7C ,v jshed to see his va 1 uablc store 
of re me dies ou t1 i ,Te him. 

a Smithls explanation of his philosophica.l orientationi quoted io foon1otc 6, 
constJtutes a pretty fair definition of an enlpi:dc physician of that tin1c. Ji'.n1p1rics 
"·ere hdd gcneraily in low repute. In. the Introduction ro his A1 edical Flora ( rSi 8), 
Ra fin esq ue, when discuss:i g the d iff eren t cfassc S' of medical practition ~rs of th~ t 
~rs~ had this to say auout empirics: ( , .. 1 pp. iv--v): 

1'z 7. Th~ EJ\1P1R lCS llrc commonly illiterate~ ignorant, deceitful and re.served: 
they fol 1 o,\T st ~rct u r absurd JllO de of p l'"cl cticc1 or deal l n p,1 tent me di c-i r1es. 
ic::dL They include the H erbttlfrts,. vulgarly called Indian or Root Doctors, and the 
Stean1 Doctors, v.Tho follow the old practice of the natives, the Quacks or deB-krs 
in 1\'ostrums, the Patent Doctors, the I'rercri.hers of recdpts 1 the Afa1abouts1 &c~1i 
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and London and other centers of European cducntion and cu]ture in 
increasing nu1nbers, ,vhcrc they studied chemistry and botany as ,vcH 
as anaton1y, physiology, and 1natcria 111cdica. l'\'1any ,vcrc exposed to 
geology·, mineralogy-, and the natural history of man as 1.:velL Such 
organized instruction had been tran.sf erred to the ma 1 or An1erican urban 
centers hy· the end of the century~ and these suhjccts constituted the 
curricula of the ne\v medical schools, ,vhere n1ost professors ,vere 
European-trained~ Tn addition, pub]ic hospitals h:td been established 
for the purpose of clinical training, or, in the case of Boston, ,vere 
about to be founded)_ as ,vcre medica] societie.s1 journals., ~nd other 
asp ccts of organ izcd sci en ti fi c elf or t. The decade that \Vi tn esse d the 
publication of Peter Srnith's book of .sirnplc rc1ncdics ,vas beginning to 
see greater nun1bers of An1cricans going abroad for doctoral or post-
doctoral instruction, particu]ar]y to Paris to partake of the great ad-
vances that ,vere being made in research and clinical training there. 
Thus, by IS 14~ science and organization had pervaded American medi-
cine., and the profession~ for it \Vas becoming a profession. by 110,v -
,vas a1l too enger to leave behind the fog of fo]k and popular medicine 
that had beclouded it for a century-and more. Clearly, Peter Smith ,,,.-as 
outdated and outmoded ,vith respect to the puhlic:1tion of his book of 
simple folk-remedies in one of the major centers of the East, f ossilizedr 
so to speak~ and an embarrassing relic of the practice of a less happy 
period ::i.nd milieu .. It is little ,vondcr, thenl that the men appointed to 
cxan1ine the ,vorth of his proposal penned the f ollo,vjng endorsement 
to it: 14 

The Committee to which was referred the consideration of a work presented 
by the Revd. Peter Smith of l\1 iami, 0 h io, and entitled the Ind fo. o Do eta r for 
approbation of the ]\,J. J\.1 edical Socy. and for their recornn1end ation in case of 
publicationi beg Jca\'e to report that having attentively cxarnincd the said ,vork, 
thev h~ve found it to be composed principally of inert popular recjpesT ,vithout 
ordTer or n1anage1nent expressed in coarse and vulgar language and by no means 
calculated to ad va nee the interests of rn edic al s:ci enc c or to demand the s a nc tio n 
of the Society. 

June 1814 Ari ron Dexter 
John Gorham 

Th~ t,vo individuals co1nprising this con1mittee appointed to ap-
praise Smith ls proposal \Vere the first and second professors of chem-

1• Countwa.y Library In MSC 7 5.3. 
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istry nt the 1-Iarvard medical institution. They represented the nc,v 
1nedicinc and the nc\v scientific vie,vpoint \vith "\l/hich medicine ,vas 
c1oak1ng itself~ Their use of the terrn 1'medica1 scjence'' tu,vard the end 
of their brief report expressed this nc,v vie\vpoint~ that n1edjcine 
,vas a science and n1adc use of the tools of science i11 increasing ,vays 
and nun1 bers. Peter S1nith i.vas not hc~lfd from again, nor is there any 
record that the Society con1n1unicatcd its decision to hin1. Nor is his 
book preserved an1ong the Society's collections! ,vhich over the years 
have been transferred for the n1ost part to the Boston J\1edical Library, 
no\v in the Count,vay con1plex. IndeedJ no copy can be located today 
in any library in Boston. . 

In spite of the 1'n1cdic-a.1 science,i that \V:as being advanced and pro-
1noted in the East-i dorncstjc and folk 1ncdicinc conLjnued to constitute 
a large and in1portnnt part of An1crican lif c of that period, particularly 
on the southern and \Vcstcrn frontiers. Just -a.s \i~/illian1 Buchan's large 
,vorkl Do1J1estic A.fedici11e, had served as~ major resource in the An1cri-
can home for approxin1atcly sixt)r years follo,ving its 1nitial An1crican 
publication by Robert Aitken of Ph~]adclphia in 1771 ;~ as did John 
'''esley's I'rhniti-ve I)bysic to a lesser extent, rn books such as Thomas 
'\'. Ruble,s Tbe Au1erican AJedical Guide for tbe Use of Fan;ilies and 
Peter SmithJs 1~/Je !11dinn DoctorJs Dispensntory continued to have 
their p1ace in conternpora.ry· An1erican life, in spite of ,vhat ,vas oc-
curring in the E-a.st. These forn1cd important a_jds for A1ncrican house-
holds that \Vere too poor or too far rcn1ovcd to 111akc use of the services 
of regular physicians 1 ,vho in many cases ,\rcrc mistrusted because of 
their heroic practices or ,vcrc held in lo,v rcputc4 In fact, a book ,vas 
soon to be published, John C~ Gunn's Dou1estic 1lf cdicine, or Poo-r 
it1an's }?riend in His Hotn-s of Afllictiou, I'ain, and Sickness, ,vhich 
,vas to have an influence in '\vestcrn" ]ife co1nparablc to the effect and 
popularity that Buchan's earlier book had in the East.1"'hjs first appeared 

::i~ This ,,·as published in Amerjc~ in more than three dozen editions bet"i.veen 
l 771 ( t\\'O rr. r.i;;; -after its j n i tial London pu bit cation) and l 83, o~ v.· it h c1 n Arn erJ can 
cd•tion ap11rarjng in Philadelphia as late as 1853. This might best be descrjl.Jed as a 
period counterpart to our n1odern Dr. Spock 1 though designed for the use of the 
cn.c:irc fo.mily and not restricted to pediatrjcs alone. 

j~ ,vcslcy's book1 first published at London in 1 7471 app~aTcd j n. ncarJr three 
dozen cclitior1s1 most of them Ilritisb 1 before 183-0. At least a do:.-:en of the~~ \\·'-=re 
publish.ed jn Anlcrica through l 814. Pur :i. dc.1i:crjptio11 of this ,!i.:rork ~nd its in~ 
.flu ence, as ,vc 11 as for a c he ckl i st of prob :able c dition s b cf ore 186o~ f, cc G. S. Rous-
s en u 's 11John YVcl.ley1s Pri111itive I'byric ( 1747)t HARl'ARD LHlRARY BuLLETIN1 X\TJ 
( l968) ! :1-41-156. 
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in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1830 (,vith a dedication to ~A.ndre,v 
Jackson, the con1r11011 n1an"s President), and it ,vent through dozens of 
editions over the next half-century+ Other ,vorks on domestic and 
folk n1edicine, includjng even Indian n1edicine~ continued to appear 
from ti1ne to time and in various places; J an1es "\\7• l\J ahoney·'s 1\be 
Cherokee rib)' sician or lndinu Guide to H ealtbj As Gi-veu by Ri cbard 
ForeJnan, fl C,berokee Doctor (Chattanooga, 1846)° is but one example_.ir 
In fact, as la tc as 1 8 5 8, Dr. Reuben Greene published in Iloston ( of 
aH places)., in connection ,vith his Indian J'vl cdical I nsritutc, :-\ p: . .unphlct 
entit]ed ludia11opatby, or Science of Indian A1edicine! H '''hilc An1cri-
can medicine ,vas bcco1ning 1norc and n1orc scientific and ,vas begin~ 
ning to forn1 itself lnto the prof cssion that ,vc kno,v today., it is clear 
that the road to this sta tc ,vas bun1py and fiHcd ,vith potholes in the 
form of quackery~ irregular systcn1s (botanic nnd eclectic medicinet 
ho1neopnthy, etc~), and populnr hc~lth movcn1cnts by the score. In 
:addition, for the greater p~rt of the nineteenth century n1orc physi-
ci~ns con tinucd to acguire their tra1ning at the l~ands of preceptors 
than in medical schools,. ,vhere standards ,vcrc une\'en ~nd f regucntly 
lo\V~ Thus~ Peter S1nith ,vas not entircl:r naive or altogether Jacking in 
sophistication ,vhcn he penned his 18 1 3 proposnl to the Boylston Prize 
Comn1ittcc of 1-larvard University~ 

r 

,, 7hilc this episode 111ay have h3d an unsatisfactory ending for Peter 
S1nith, it affords us a close g]i1npse of at least one minister-physicisn 
and, ndditionally, one pracricing Indian medicine. Through his 18 I 3 
communic2tion ,vc get son1c idea, rilheit an imperfect one, of the living 
and feeling creature that once ivas Peter S1nith and some sense of the 

ti A third edition of this ·work ,,.,•as published in 1\1ev.,r York City as fote as I 857. 
This h9ok~ like Sn1ith's before it~ ,va5 writtet1 in everyday, un5cientific language 
~rid, ~ddirion'J.\ly, contained Indian mimes f o:r maladies and medicines. It rc,·crsl!d 
rhc nrdcr of Srnith,s "\Vork, 3nd Rut.le\: treatise 3S ,vcll, gh-ing the SCL".tior1 on 
therapeutics first 'clnd concluding \.Vith the m-Jterfa medica. This '\.vork1 a.'--cording 
to its title page, ''-contain,!i descriptions of -a v~riety of Herbs and Root::;., m~ny of 
thcrn not explained in -any other Book, and their i\·1edical \ 1frtucs ha\Tc hitherto 
b cc n 1.1n kn o"·n to the YV hi res. To ,v hi-ch is -added a short Dh pcn:sa torr.), 

1~ V;lhether coincidcnt~l or not, the list of the Board of Officers ~nd Iloard of 
l\1-a.nagers of Greenels Indian i\1cdical lr1stitutc, as gii;:cn it1 this pamphlet, jndudc-s 
the names. of a ptoportiom\tdy large nun1hcr of 111inh:ter.s. The booldct also ad-
\Tertised a periodical publication to Le issued by the Tnstitutc entitled tl1c fndfo.n 
Atnnrn, this to Le edited by thr Rc\ 1 , Geo. C. ttu1croft and to he devoted to i!lustr-J.-
tions of Jnuian lif '-"i religion, 1ncdicinc, customs, and the Jike~ and 'Ldesigned to gather 
fro1n the past and present, macerial that shaH scnTc as a monument. to perpetuate 
the nlc1nory of the Red A-1::in." 
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religious and h urn a ni tar j an id cals th rt t in o tiva t ed hi 111. "'\ ,, hil c no other 
details about hin1 are availablel one cannot help but feel that he n1ust 
have died a happy man nvo years later, in spite of his lack of ,vorldly 
gain. And it may ,vell have been ,vith himself in mind that he .filled out 
the title page of the one and on]y edition of his l11dian Doctor~s Dispen-
satory ,vith the f ollo,ving bit of doggerel verse: 
A-1en sc]don1 have "'jt enough co prjze and take care of their health until they 
lose it. -And Doctors often know not how to get thcfr bread descrvedlyi 
untj 1 they ha vc no teeth to chew It. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVII, Number 2 (April
1979)

CONTRIBUTORS TO TI-IIS ISSUE 

S. F. D. HUGH~S~ Assistant Professor of EngHsh at Purdne University~ ,vrote his 
dissertation at the Universiry of lVashington in 1972; the t1t]e ,vils 'tAns R.1n111r 
B ogS\."' ei gis: T ,vo N 1 n eteen th Century l ce 1 and ic lH etrica 1 Rom "J nces.' t 

CORA E. l..1u1·z h:1s retired fro1n teaching and 1ibrarianship, but not fron1 scholar-
ship; her Sc hoolnuuters of the Te11tb Ceutury '\'"~s pu hlishcd by Arc hon Books 
ln 1977~ and Essnys on Atanuscripts nnd Rnre Books ( 1975)~ a collection of her 
articlcsj includes one that ,vas first printed in the January 1974 I-IARVARD LtERARY 

BuLLETIK. 

SELl\{A A .. j\1 u~~IA.NU 1 a graduate student and Teaching Fello-\1/ in E.ng1ish at 
Har'{ardt ,von the ,,,illian1 Harr is Arnold and Gertrude \~/cld Arnold Prize in 
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