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Dating Play Pre1nieres fro111 
Publication Data, 1660-1700 

]áuditb )11ilbous 2nd l?..obert Dr liuu1e ~-

ER y FE\\~ CX~\Ct prc1njerc d~tc~ jt'e lut(H\-'11 for the I 6-60-

J 700 period. A f~1ir nu1nhcr of pbys c~ln be dnted ,vith 
n1odcratc assurance to \Vithin a nlonth or t\YO f ron1 intcrna l 
or external evidence. In a disturbing nu111 bcr of cases) ho\\á~ 

e,:cr, schol ady csti [11ation of first pt-rf orn1ancc 1s no rnorc th an a guess 
b~sed on evidence concerning pnblic~tion a fact knn\vn to sur-
prisingly fe,v people. Once the Daily ('ourant bcg1ns puhlicat1on in 
rhe spring of 1702 and the playhouse 1J1anagcrs sr~rt to buy ::1dvcrtise-
111enrs con~i~rentiy ( a1 ,ont r 70 5),. the pro hi en1 di~~ pp~ars. U ntH then, 
dati t1g pl~ )áS is a frusrraring llu~111ess. 

Our ohject here i~ to present rhc results of fl study of av~lilahlc fncts 
for sonlc 3 70 nc,v plays 111 this period. \Yt"c h:ivc atten1pted to dcter-
n\ine (a) ,vhat the norn1al ~1hipsc~i bct"áeen pcrf on11~,ncc and µublicáa-
rjon isá in each decade - it changes dn1stically; and (L) the grounds of 
su bsrnn ti~11 de parturc f ron1 this ''norrna1" pattern in given i nsta nccs. 
For about 1 2 5 of the ph1ys invohTcd ( f u Hy one-third of the total), the 
daring depends entirely on public11don drttn, and such inf onnation is a 
cons1dcrj b le f nctor in su bst'1 nrjadng the dari ,jgs for n1~ny other pliys. 
The a pproxin1alc d'1 tcs g i vcn in Part r of Tbe London Stage largc1 r 
foHo\v the conjectures of :r,Ecoll and Sun1n1crs, and 3re usu::i11y based 
on the uncx~ln1incd hyporhcsis that there is a sr::ind:ird l~p~e of a n1onth 
or t\VO bct,vccn pcrforn1~ncc ~nd public::1tion, though the editors 
ack no,v ledge greater v(lriabiiity e~rly in the period .1 Ho,vcvcr, sys-

\Ve h;1.n:á rn;ed the folluv:jng ,!hLrc~ái~dons~ S.R. for The Statiouer.,i Regl.neT; 
T.C, for 7'/Je 1"enu CaJdlogucs; L.C. for the Lord Ch.imbtrbin; DL (or Drury L:inc; 
Llfi for Lin co] n.1s. Inn Fields; D G for Dorscr Gankn; lie, for J.iccn_~c-d; ad~á. for ::1d-
\-~rt j sed; t. p. for:-d tl page. 

1 Tbe tondon Stage 1660~,Soo, Part I; I 660-1700, ed. ,vi1n~rn ,r ~n Lcnncp, E1n-
mett L. A \'ery 1 and Arthur 1-I. S{:outcn (C(ltLon di! le; Southern l!!;nois UniYcrsity 
Press, 1965-). Alhrdycc Nicol1 1 A HisJory of E~1glfrb Dranta , 660-1 yor,1 vol. 11 

l 660-1 700 1 4th edn. (C~mbridgc~ Cambridge Unh 1crsity Pr.cs...-:i 1961). 1\á1onh)guc 
Summcn;1 A Bibliogrttl}hy of tbe Rc1tortrt1011 [Jrmnrr { 1934; rpt. Ne"' York: Russell 

374 
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tcn1 a tic study of the dctcnninab]c lin1c Japscs yicl ds a considcr-Jbl y 
n1orc rc1iablc basis for csrin 1ating prcn1 i ere d~tcs. T-:I encc ,ve ,vilt be 
able to off er rcdatjngs (1najor and n1i11or) for sonic 45 plays. 

Ob\áiously ,vc 1nnst st~1rt Ly defining "publication data.}~ Unh11ppily., 
the ~1vaiirrhk fncts nrc of ten of a kjnd nnnoyingly inadequate for our 
purposes. l n order of i11e1á<.'as1ng prccisjon, there arc scYcn hasic types 
of evidence \,áh1ch help locate tiinc of puh1ic~tion: ( 1) l ... trlc page yr~r~ 
,,áh 1c.:h can he treat:hcro11s, and is useful 111osdy in lapses of over a year.~ 
( 2) F:ntry 1 n the S t[(tirnierl I~ cgiJtcr. ,. rhis 1nr?.n8 only t h:1t a ,,,orl{ 
existed ro be prinrc<l 3s of that J~tr1 but is no c,Tidc nee at all that it 'i.Vl.1S 

i1111ncdi:trcly priurcd.~1 ( 3) E.ntry in 1,bc 1~er1u Cntalogues. Usually 
thi~ is n tcrn1innl hint onlyá. The ]'cru1 Catrdogues "~ere printed four 
ti,ncs a year., gcncriHy in February, i\1ay, June or Jnly, and Nov-cn1bcr, 
advertising books rcccnlly printed. 1-Io\vcvcr, an entry is no absolute 
proof that a hook artuiilly exists as of the car~!oguc's pul)lic::itton 
da tc. (4) The 1 iccnsing cfr1re, sou1et i111tr printed ,virh the book. ~fhis 
date is 111orc of ten close rn the :1-erual public~1tion d 8.tc thnn is rr S. R. 
entry, hut the .relationship i< (ptitc unrcli~blc.~ (5) A con1n1cnt in a 

=:lnd Russell, 1970). The lbtc-s g1\'CH i r1 A~n1..-dr of Englisf:; Dr.rrJIW 97 5-r,uo, by Alfred 
J-h1.rh:1gc, rc"i.'. S. ~chnc-nbaun1 { Londnn: t\¥Icthueni 1964) ,vcre H'\Tiscd in ]1gl1t of 
~.d,áicc from the London Surge editors an(l hrnce do not :1hq1ys ha"c i11t.lt.:"pendcnt 
~uthor1ty for the-sc years. 

Th~re ar(.! t\vo 1iro~lkán1s'. {a) the nc:,\á year \\"as. so-metit11cs crnH1dcred to begin 
on 1 'i há1arch r~thcr rh1n 1 j anuaq¥ { e.g.~ Pord:1ge1s 1-1 ~rod m1d Al arimnne is d;-1tt:d 
1673: hut ,,áas c:ntcred in the S.R. 18 Fcbru::i.ry 1 Gj4 and ~ppc:ars ¥n the T'.C. for that 
n1on.th); ~nd { h) puhh.d,et5 v .. iU occ:i~ion::i.l!y pre-date by sci,reral mom hs ( e.g., 
()n1.'~1y f.s Atl-1eist1 ~1dv. in 1~,_,t~ Obsen1ator 8 August 1683, T.C. N0Yc-n1brr, h~s a l68.-t 
title p1ge). 

For ex~rnplc Edward Ho,,áa rd 's T/Jr: V snrJlfT \\".lS .u.::rcd l¥y z jr,nunry 1 /J~4 
( Pepys) and cnt-crcd iu the S.R. 4 fcl,n1:lr)', hut áwas nnt published unttl l66S (in1-
prjn¥ttur z J\ ugust) - a bJHC of fnL.tr yc~ir.s. "fhc same-.ilL.tthnr,s 'l'bc Londou Gtn1Jc-
1nan ,ras enle red jn the S.n. 7 August r667, but ,vas. nei,-cr printed it alL 

j The problems fl re d[~cusscd Ly Ro~l!nf cltl (sc:~ note 7 hdo\'-'), YVc su~pe:cr th:lt 
Durfc.y's Tt 1e Jujur~d Princess Cl á.c. i\áfoy ~rnd l¡'-,lo-\ác1nhcr 1682) ,v:1s nnt prLnted 
11n-r:il June or July: the c::1se is discussed IJelo,v, ~s is Cibbl..'.r's Ric,Jard lll. Ilehn\ 
1'be Deb~1ur:lN'l'1 a prooh::rn raised by Ruscnf.c:ld1 is quite t~nglc: lie. 2 3 Fd,ruary 
J 677; 1'.C. ~-1ay J (j77 - hut ad\á. in the London Gr1z.ette 6-9 ... -\.ugusti and t/Jcn entered 
in the S.R. 1 o August. Post-puu!ic~tLon entry in tlw SJL is. ex(:ccdirlgly rare. Lt.á~ving 
aside th~t aoo1naly, \\'C think "\"\'C cnn cxpl:ain the late ~d\'crtiscme11t: the. hool~ \v.:.s 
i;;:1:idently pul:tUshed before rdc1r~ the August adn~rtisemcnt bejng just a thro,Y-in 
"áfrh a notice priniad] y cnnccrncJ \V1tb Aini. Bt:h,t's 1{01,er. 

Nc,vcastle 1s 1"be I-luuwrous Lo1,ers ho.s an imprimatur of 17 No,,en1bcr 1667~ 
hut \\'as not published until 1677, 
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letter or diat),._-i ( 6) A purchase date \,árittcn in a copy of the origin11l 
printing: ob\1 1ously since ,vc haYc no gunrantrc that the hook V{as 

bought innncdi~ rely after pu hi ic::ition, this ust1:111 y gives us only tcr-
n1inal d~tc. ( 7) .A nc\,áspapcr ~ldvcrtiscnlcnt ( uThis day js pub1ishcd 

"') 'i 
I + ¥ 

In order to j ndgc the prob,l blc rc]ation of nn un kno\Vll prcn~iere to 
one or n1orc of rhcsc types of cv idrncc concerning pn blication1 ,vr h~vc 
first to c8tahlish i p~trcrn in those Cclscs for \Vhich ,ve do h~vc a certain 
or ~1pproxi111atc prc111 i ere date f ro111 other kinds of evidence. In the 
absence of playhi l!s and nc,vspa per notices, npproxi1nnte prc1niere 
dares can 1 )C csrab] ishc<l f ron1 th rec n1~1j n son recs: ( 1) Letter or djnry 
co1n1nc11L Pepys js a 11 rspccjal l r he~ pf u 1 son rec d nring the 1 66os. 8 ( 2) 
I ntcrn~ 1 c-vidcncc of four basic kinds. Fi rstl n dare 111ay be n1cnrjoncd. 
Second, the current sncccss of ~nothcr pln_r ( of kno\vn date) 111ay be 
conunc11 tcd 11pon~ 10 1 ~h ird, ref crcncc: tnayá be n1adc~ especially in the 
prol oguc or epi loguc, to datnb]c contcn1 por~ry c,,.cnts~ 11 F'ourth, the 

E .. g . ., Dryden'~ Secret LoFc_, S.R. August 16671 is reported to Le unc,vly print~(l1' 
hy Pepys., 18 J an1i::rry I 668 ( t.p. 1668 )~ 

, -rhus I)rydcn 1,,:;; l)oJJ Selh1.rti(m i~ rrnrU .. HHlcCd jn the lJn1don Gazette 2-6 J.1nu;1ry 
r690: 1'(Jn 'f]1ursd.1y ncxl. l\'rll he pllllli_i;;Jl~d, JJon Sebastian K.ing of Ponuga), a 
Tragedy. Acted at the Thratrc-Roy.1L , Vriuen Ly i\á!r Drrdc-n. Prinu~d for Joseph 
H indrnarsh.11 A forge ma106t_v of puhHciltion ad,Te-rtiscmc11ts con1c after r6S8. 
1 .. hc f ullc::st printed colkction is Sylla Rosc;nfckP.s uonm1atic Advcrti:::i<.:-rncnts iri tl-ac 
Burney J\'re\l'S]'::lp:::-rs I ()()(J-r 7c1ot PA1 f~A) Lr { I ()]6) J 2 3-r 5 l, 

s E.g.1 P('prs give~ us the prcn1~crc nf E.thcrege1s She l F ou,d if S/Jc Cori'd ( 6 
FelJruá;uy J 6~8 ). 

I) Thus: d1e prologue to Dryden 1s 'Fbc TF-ild Galimi! ghács "f eb. the ;thl] ( 1663)1 

confinncd by EYc-lyn 1s Dirlry. Shach,ádl's A True l Vid{...-uJ, Act I, gi\Tcs us 1(LT pon 
the u!1c ~ml n,-~ntkth of J\"1a,cl1.H The year ( 1678~á) fa. uns.ptdflcd, and !~eking ,:un-
.firnl:1rorr cvidcn£:c~ "i.\'C hin:~ nu gu::1.rantcc that the prerui~rc ci1d t~ kc place ns :::lp-
p.:-ffc-nt1y sc-hcdL1lcd. l{J\'cnscroft 1s Ctmtcrbury Gucstr ( p. 34) refers to ~i¥rcn of the 
C!od.: to J\1orro,\á-n1orncng~ l1cing the third nf á 1\-L\y _,i 1-Io"ácycr the Ci.eu!lcnwn's 
J ourui.il ( O~:t.,/NoY. r69+) refer:; to the play as brand nc,v: hence fr ,vas prob;;1bly 
fir~t acte(l in OttoLcr 1694, not J\1ar. 

10 Tht~s On1:ay\ prnioguc to 11'/Je S ouldi.r-r.s lá'ortu11e con1phiins of tllc ~n1dicncc 
flocking to 5ec Scttlcis 1""he Fcnurfr I'reli11e (3 r Aiay 1680} nr Drury L:ine. 

31 ~rho mas Shj1mi:=i.r1 's f-lenry the T/Jlrd of Fn.1nc.i' ( licT 1 f.i Oc.:tobc.:r r 678; t.p. 1678) 
can LJc d:1t('d J\-lard, 167 i from cpilugt1e:: rcf~renccs to the burning of rhe Bridge~ 
Street tlu;atn>. Dryden ~nd .Lce1s Or:'djpi't:i can Ul! dr1r~d Se:-pt~mlJer l676 from rt 

prn!oguc reference ~uggcsdng th'.1-.( jt is the fir.":.:t new pfay ~\ince the:: YVolkn Act.'] 
Joh [l l áh1 rold \ V Hso n C 1S r \" R t.:S!O r~nio n. p by~ D :l res/' l¥,,7 0 te s n nd Q Ii C )' ie ~) 11 .s. 1 X 
[ r961.], l l 1-2.2 3) dates Oedipus thjs ,vay, but dc1nonstratcs the risks in such darings 
in doing -so, since he had to demolish the tradltional NonmlLcr 1678 datir,g based 
on =ipparcnt (but illusory) pi-o]oguE: rcfcrc:nec~ to (Tunpo,vdcr Day1 5 N uvccnber. 
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cast of ten printed \Vith n pln y is son1cti1ncs n hint of Lenten or s111n-
1ncr prod'l1 ction.1::! ( 3) External C\' idcncc. N c,vslcttcr con1n1cntary 1nd 
orders fron1 the I. .. ord Cha111bcrl ain arc the n1ost con1n1on aids.1~ 
( Sep~r;l.tc pu b!ication of prologue rtnd epilogue is discussed in the in-
troduction ro the 168os beknv.) '~'c should note at this point th:tt one 
of the n1ost f ruitf u} soun . .:cs of exact pcrf orn1a nee dates, the Lord 
(:hrunbcr1ain's \Vnrr1nt.s for pay1ncnt for plays seen by royalty (also 
those for NcH G\vyn~s phlygoing) 1 arc Iirtlc help in establishing prc-
111icrcs. One can sr1 d on1 tell ho\\' close to the prc1nierc given pcr-
f orlnrincc 111ight be: hence L.C+ dates usunlly establish no 1norc th~tn a 
1ui11i11nnn gap bct,vccn pcrf onna.ncc and pnhl ic~tion~ 14 OccasionaHy 
a prc111icrc ,vill be noted (' 'iT cb l 7 r ] 6 7 5] P~ychc first Acting)~) or 
pr1ccs "áiH be arlvnnccd (as for Tbc TT1 ouurn turu'd Bully., 24 i\-1arch 
r 67 5) - usu a 11 y a sign of a prc1nicre, except for specfrrl Cftscs like the 
c x pensive 1 6 7 4 T eu 1 pest or Albion and Alb an i 11 s in 1 6 8 5. For the 
pcrjoJ \Ve arc considering, there js only a tiny handful of pln ybills 
cxnu1t, and only a fclv nc\vspapcr .1dvcrtiscn1cnts appear nt the end of 
the njnetics. Jjcnce the usual eighteenth-century ~ourccs of pcrfor~ 
n1~ nee jnf orniation n re csscutia l1 y no hcl p. 

Son1c general points nbout this survey should be 1nndc pinin at the 
ourser. Fjrsr~ given the shif ring anrl incxrtct n~turc of evidence for both 
prcnlicrcs ~nd puhlication~ figures cannot ~lcgin to be precise. Second, 

l~ See Philip H. Gray, Jr.. c1Lentcn C:1-sts fl.n.d the Nu rscry: Evidence for the J)atjng 
u{ Ccrt~in Rt.:sto.ratiun Play~,." PA! LA, LIH ( 1938 ), 7E 1-;94. Gray fho-ws that die 
i;htrding<' \\'C:::te of ten allo\\ácd to produce piays in Lent. Unfortunate!}\ :sin1ih1r cnsts 
are con1n1on it1 rhc: smnmc1á ( e.g.) Potchgc's J-1 erod and Afrrrii:rnwc~ c. August 1673), 
so such e\'1clence inu-st be used \vjtl1 cnudDn. 

1:-: E.g.1 Nc\~¥dig~te }..le:w~l.ettcrs, 4 i\á1:1rch 1686: 'LThLs d[)_y nc\\' play ca.Ucd Tho 
Devil of a \-Vif~ ,vas A ctcd.'i Sec John J Lirotd \-\'il_,;;nn,. ~'Theatre Notes. from the 
N" E:!W(lJg-~te Nc"áslctterst 1'f)emre }.,i otcboof..á. X\r ( I 961 ), 79-84. Lord Chanllii:!thin 
5/ .E 44~ p. zS ( 11 Dcc:crnb.c.r 1680) L;\Vhcrcas I am informed that there i~ Acted by 
you a Phy- called Lucius Junius Brutus + ¥¥ \tábcrc-in rtrc very Scandalous Expressions 
& Rc::-flc::crions upon ye Government these are to require you Nn-t to A t:t y~ ::aid 
Pby ngain.>' 

Jj For ex~mple, the first L.C. entry fotá Cro\vnc's Cbnrlet 1.r111 j~ l7 ;\ál~r 1672:, 
but the pee-cc was ~ntcred jn the. S.R. 4 J rrnuary I 6rz ('Lt1 play a.ctcd nt the: DukcJ.s 
1-Toufc") - aud the prcmt~n:: \va~ pro-balJly in hte N ovemLer, :since John Do\vncs 
(Rosch1! Anglicanur, 1108) stitcs that ic:: i.\',1,; the first nc\v play produced at Dorset 
G~TdE.:n { op~nt:d 9 Non;!rnller r 67 t). Nicoli reprints the L.C. ,v~rni.nts for payment 
(t~ppendj~ B). Sec also l\'i!liain \Tan J Jcnncp, uN di G,vyn 1s Playgoing at the Kingis 
Expen:!;;t:::t lá1Al{V A!tl) L11irtARY l3i:..11.1.1n1Nt IV" ( l950), 405-408; and '1Phy.s on the EngH5h 
Stage [669-1672t árhcl'.ltre r,.,,r otcbool'", XVI ( l 961 ), 12.--:lO. 
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in any cnse, exact statistics on nverage tin1e 1:tpse could only he ~ertousl y 
111islcad1ngl especially early .in the period. 'l'he inclusjon of ~uch cases 
~s] ~acy's .Sar1ny t/Je Seo~ (3 j yc~rs bet\vccn pcrf orn1,111cc gnd publica-
tion), Iluckinghan1 1s rcvjsion of Tbe Chances ( t 5 years)) and OrTcryi.s 
G11z.11uo1 ( 24 years) \'?OU ld n1c1 kc ~ctua l rnTcrag-cs \\'orsc rhn n 1ncaning-
lcss. ''/here. poss;hlc, ,vc ,viB offer cxpJanations of stH.:h .1no111c1 lous 
instance.st bur our concern js to e~tahlish a sense of the nor11utl tin1e 
L1psc het\vecn preinierc and publication during each part of this period. 
\Ji/here ~¥ r(1 ngc of tiinc is gi vcn ( c+g á~ 5- 1 o nionths for Ethcrcgc's Sbe 
1-F oti' d if Sl1e Colr1d) the lesser tin1c indicates the lapse hcr,vccn ptc-
n1icrc and S.Il~ entry or l~ccnsing dare; the longer one the lapse to 
l~+C~ entry. l n such .instances there js no '"::i. y of 1< 110,'.áing cx-act1 y ''""hen 
a play becan1e avait41ble in print. \\ 1 e cant hov.~cver, judge ,virh ~ssur-
ilncc that the tin1e \'.Fill usually be closer to the tnaxinnnn than the 1nini-
1nun1l cspcciall y ,vhcn the rna)\ in11H11 is uot d ctennincd b ,r a Novcn1-
bcr ár .C. cntry. 15 Occasionally, there is sin1ply no inforn1jfion at aH 
on the tjrnc of public2tjon.1c 

\á\Tc Lrnst it scarce 1y need be pointed out th~ t publication i tse1 f is no 
ind i{'a ti on ,v hatevcr th::it a play ,vas ~1ctuj1ly pcrf orn1ed. N aturnlly ,ve 
have ignon:<l the large nu1nh~r of printed ph1ys for \\1hich there is no 
evidence of perf orrnance. In the nbscncc of a pcrforn1~ncc record of 
son1e s0rr1 the best evidence for production is the prjnting of prologue, 
epilogue~ and cspccinUy a c~sti and the coJ11111on practice of adding a 
pu1T on the tit]e page - e.g.~ "As it is Actc<l at the Thearrc RoyaL1

' 

11.be 1660s 

Of the 5 8 pl~ys to be considered in thjs dcc-ade'I only a h'1rhlful ~re 
dated by a pproxin1:1tion f ro111 pnbEcation. There arc t\VO rc[lsons. 
First, Pepys gjvcs us ~n unu~ually high percentage of the prc111jcrcs+ 
Second~ jn son1e r\vcnty cnscs publication is so long delayed as to be 

:!.:; The six month gap hctwtcn tlw J tlm:: ~1nd ~ovember T t'nn Ct!ltrlogues is in-
furfadng, since buoks p~1b1isl1cd in July and J\'o\Ten1b~r gl.'t ~nnonnc:c:,i at the:: sa1nc 
dme. l"his :4ccou11ts foy a good deal of tJ, r. ,-::iguc-nc-ss in our cnkufotjon of lnpsc for 
plays pub]ishcd after June ~~ch year. 

E.g.] ~rukc ,s J'bc Adriác=:ntures of Five f-l rntrJ, premicl'ed S J a null'}' 1663 ( Pepys) 
and published sorucdrtn~ ie1 dH1.t: calendar rear; St. Serf e., l\1rngo':c JF ilt'S, prernicn:d 
5 ()cEoLe r r667 (Pepys)~ and pt~bfrshed ~omt..:tirnc irt .l:6n8 ( 3-15 n101uhs - uttcr~;-
,á~gt1e); Lee, Conrt.-mt.lne tb,:: (irGH~ played by I.l No\áember 1683-(Luttrell) :ind 
pl! bl i hc-d :;01 net i me LL l t 6 84. 

I 
¥ I 
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entirely valueless as criterion+ Fifteen plays ,\1aiL 1nore than four 
years for pub1ic:=trjon.1i An obvious pattern cn1crgcs here: the p1a y-s 
of nobl~ or ,veU-t{)-do ~111atcurs (Orrcry, Jan1cs ~nd .l..£d\vard I-lo,vard, 
Buc.::kinghar11) arc not hc111g ru~hcd iuto print. .No.r ~re D;1vcnanr1s 
excrci.c.cs in ~d~ptation and translation, 1nost of ,vhich nrc publ1sh cd in 
the 1 67 3 f o]io, five years a f tcr his <lcath. Sin11larly the actor John 
Lnc_v 's Old á1 ,roo p and Snu u y nrc le( t lingering long ti me bcf ore 
printing.18 

In a rclared categoryá belong Sir llobcrt l-Io,v~lrd1s first four playst 
pnblish~<l :1s ::t group in 16651 up to three years af tcr pcrf orn1 ancc. 
Orrc'ry"s 1l1ustnpbn ,vaits ahonr rhrec yc:irs, ~s doc~ ])ighy's l~l~ira; 
Dry'"dcn's l11dirrn E111perour is held for t,vo years. In these cases dis-
ruption f ron1 the plague ~n1d fire ( 1665-1666) n1~y be a factor in tbc 
delay. Dryden's A11 E"r)eniug's Love (.June I 668)., though entered in 
the S.R. th~u f alll docs not ~ppcar in print until 167 1 - pcrhnps be-
c~usc the author considered it ''but a fi f th-ra tc p]ay u (reported to 
Pepys by the publisher'; Herri11gn1a11~ 2 8 J11nc 1 668). To find the 
popular Drydcn-I)aycnant Tent pest \\á~iring 111ore than t\VO years for 
publication is ntore surprisjng. 

The lapse for t\vcnt_y plays puh1ishcd re~sonahly quickly in these 
years run~ fron1 three 1nonths to a year and~ half, "i-ith roughly a year 
as the norn1. Co\vlcy~ Cutter of Cohnan Street ( 16 months); Porter1 
Tbe 11illnin, a ~1ery popu]nr _piny (g-1 5); ,J\'ilsont The Chcrus ( 1 o); 
Ethcrcgc, The Cou,ical Revenge, Yastlyá popular (c. 9); Caryll, The 
E11glisb J1ri11cess (over 4 prohnbly \Veil over); Dryden, Secret Love 
. { ~t lenst 1 o); Sir J\.J artiu AI ar-all (, 2-1 5); 1\ 11011. (adapt .. ), Tbe l sli1ud 
Princess ( nt ]cast Yo); ScdJey, 1~be ,l1111 berry Gnrd en ( n1orc rhrrn 9) ; . 
Shad,vcll, 1""be S1dlc11 Loi~ers ( 6-8); Sir Robert I-Io,vard., Tbe Dake of 
Lcr1ua (4- 1 o) ; Ethcrcgc, Sbe lJI 01l d if Sbc (.,(J'/l d (5-1 o) ; J Javcnant, 
Tbe Af rn/s tbe J11faster ( 14-1 5); Orrery, 1~r,yp/Jon (6-11); Dryden! 
Tyranuick Love ( 12~18); Shad\vcH, Tbe l~oyftl Sbepberdess ( 3~1 o). 

The on\y definite instances of publication 1n less than six 1nonths are 

1;- Da ,;enant, Tbc L11áw Ag.1iuJt I.orvets ( 11 year hpsc); Tb.a Pltlybouse to /Jc [,.et 

( 10); Jann::,: }-] ow::1nl., The 1-..'ngli.dJ A1 ounsieur ( r 1); n 1u:.td.es, Flort/'s l" agaries { 7); 
Ortt~:ry1 1-J enry the Fif t/J ( 4); l)a ve:n~nt, 1\1 rrcbetb ( 1 o); T'be Ri 1v.á.lr (4); Ed\vard 
1 lo,~rardt The U surJJer {4); Lncy, 'J"bc Old 'Fro op ( ~t leas;: 1); J anH:~s Ho\v~rd, AJJ 
Afhtaken (7); 1\\:wC"~stle1 TIJe l-/n,,,orm1s l,o~áers (10); J..3cy] Sci/Pi)' the SuJt (J 1 ); 
fluckingl1aan, Tbe Cbaucer ( 1 5) i 01Tcry, Guz.ni.1n ( 24); i11r. Ant,.}OUJ' (2.1). 

n Drydcn~s TL1e TF ild Gallant ( fcbnrnrr l 663}, R failure! ,vaits :,jx rcar5 for pub-
lication, but only ::i.bout t\\'O yeilt':s after its second failure in 1667 (it1 rcvi!;;cJ f or111). 
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R obcrt Stapy lton 1s t\\'O ph11rs. T be Sligbted A1aid \Vas seen by Pepys 
2 3 li"-cbruar.r r 66 3, ,vas entered in the S.ll+ 1 4 April, and v.=-as ad vcrtised 
in 1l1ercrrrius P11blicus for 2 3-,0 April. Tbc Step-'lnotbcr (October 
166Jl froni prologue and cpjloguc references) appc~rs jn the S.R. 16 
Dccen1l.1er ~nd is :1dvcrtiscd in the A7 e-1ves i 8 January ¥ 664. Stapy] ron 
\Vas an ccccntr1c an1:1tcur. Of the 56 other plays under consideration 
here1 only half a dozen could h~vc been printed in anything like three 
n101uhs~ that ~u1 ,T actually ,vcrc .sccn1s un li ke1 y. 

In light of su;h pattcr;1 :is has crncrged (u h{psc usua1ly up to a year), 
,vc can consider the dncing of pbys lacking any evidence other _than 
l l uh 1 i ca ti on. 

( T) I-J cnry Cary (? ).,J Tbc A1ffrirr~e 1',.riglJt. No pcrformnnce js knowán 
hcf ore 1''1::1rch 1667, \Vhcu it \Vris nlountcd by the young jCtors. T"bc London 
Stage-nssi£!ns it to October 1661 i hc:causc ir ,vmi licensed r 6 Oc..:tohert and ad-. . 

vcrt¥scd in ]~he huelligl!nccr 2. 3 Novc1nhcr 166 _l+ ~rhc q unrto is Jared 1664: it 
facks prologue, epilogu(\ :1 nd nctors1 nnmcs. H encc there is no proof 1váh:1tcvcr 
t h]t the pl:ty \\'as 1nountcd at this tin1c. 1 f it -u.:a.,á perf onned before pub1ication, 
spring 1663 or carlccr 5itC-m5" indtC}ltcd. 

(.2) ,,lilliarn l(illigre\v) I'n,jád1Fu1. Licensr:d 3 N1~y 1664; S.R. 21 J\-lny; lutel-
lige11cer i 3 i\á1::i.y. "J~be London Stage :)~sign~ it to A prn 1 66._:;, hut this is L1r too 
c1osc to pubHcation. The A ~lhals' guess of 662. ot 1663 1s-obviously 111uch 1nott 

Jikcly. 
(_,) l)rydcn 1 1,hc Ri-vnl Ladies. S.R. 17 J unc i 664; l,l e,,uJcs 3 N o,...crnber. 1'he 

London Stage gh-cs it for June 1664, ,vhich sccnls too Jatc. Thr. pb.y is an in1ita¥ 
tion of rhe n1ncte of Tu kc\ A d1J1?1Jtttrcas of Fi1Je I-lours (J"c1nu-:1rv 1663) 1 rind ,vas 
probabJy ,vrJucn soon ~lfler thar (see Dryden, 1Vorkr, \1"llf., 26.J-)T Pcrfonnflnce 
in the r~n of 1663 or Lhc first n1onths of 1664 i.s 1ikdy. Or conccivnbly fr could 
be the ,,.,De\v play at the otber house11 noted by Pepys 7 nálnrch r 664- (Sec 'Tbe 
CTanii,ml bcJo,v.) 

( 4} f kcknoc., J ... o'i~e,.r I(i11gdon1. I.. .. icensed 2 2 .A. pril 1664. 'The London Stage 
gj\TC"s it for !'áI:1rch, but si nee the published version j5 ad,~erriscd on rhe t1r]e 
page -a.s reviscdt and 11ot that pcrfonucd rit Ll F, a grcr.tcr tinlc-hpsc is probabká. 
Pcrf orn~ance ,vns probably not ]nrcr thrtn fo II 1663. 

(5} Porter, The Cnrni'i--'11/. Ad,á-crtiscd in T/.ie futelligencer~ 2 rvtay-664. The 
J...oudo11 Stnge ( p. 76) .speculates that it \vris the 1'nC\\F play ~t tbc other house)) 
not"ed by Jlepys 7 i\1 :1rcl1. This is n1uch roo close to pubJica.tion to be likely. 
(The Ni-v11l Ladies is a 111nrc pbusibJc C-tu1dldritc.) Porter's pfoy ,,á~s probr.Lly 
perf orn1ed br the fnll of Hin3,. "'hen the Sp:1ni~h romance craze \Vas at its 
I~ciglit. 

( 6) John llu ltec]., A1norour Oro11/us. S. TL T July r 66 51 bnt ::irl,Tertised (.~m--

, ... Tri .sty le, th b play .. .-;ecrns 1noru ~ppropr1at~ tu rin c:trlicr pc rind. 1~hc r664 titk 
plp;C .,:1y.s it is by F:"lll~hnd/1 buL \,;:hich V \\Tote it,. and ,vncn, no 
one h:;1s bC"en able to determine. 

: I 
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pdsingly) in T be 1\T c7.ve.r i 7 A plá~l 1665. 1~bc title page i1npHc:s that it bad been 
perfonl1C'<l by the J{ in g's Con, pany, ~o ,v-t n1ay hypothesize a pcrfonnance in 
the fa H of l 664-oi- curlier. 

(7) Sir Robert 110\v"'n\ The Vestal Virgin. EntcrcJ in the S.R. 7 .~frrrch 
1665 as part of Pou,á l\Ye-1v Plays. The-London Stnge M1ys .'i,n1ply Hprobr1bly 
fiCtcd hy Fchru::ny 1664/5~ll A\ r~rt of a collectlon. this pby n~ay be-~1typic~ll. 
But c. ( )ctoheL- 1 664 \\'rm kl be n reasonable guess frotn pnLJic~tlon data, c1nd 
thts l1ypothcsis is confinncd by hitl1crto unrc1~1r1rl..::cd ref crtnl'.'cs to let.tená of 
1u~rq uc in dte epilogue du:y nn: pnrt of the prelin1tnar,v hosd I fries jn the Second 
Dun:b YVrir. 

( 8) Dryden, ~rbe lndin-n E1upero11r. Entered jn the S.ll. 2 6 i\1 :i \r r 665. The 
London Stage hypothcsil",cs. r~rforrn;:i nc:c i 11 A pril 1 bur given thTc cuslonlJt)' 

n\áo or three 111011th 1n[ninnun lapse bct,vcc:n pcrf ornrnncc r::nd S.R. entry jn 
1663 2nd 1 664, F cbrunry or l\¥1an..:h 1665 ~ecms n1orc likely. 

1.,be 1670s 

During this deca<lc the ~tandard ti n1c la psc d in1 j nishcs greatly. ...t\.t 
the outset, six 111onths to a ycnr is u.snnl; by l 67 5 six n1onths is 111orc 
ne::irly the nornl; by 167 7 three n1onths is co111n1011 .. Ccrtftin changes 
n1akc the seventies hnrdcr to deal \Vid1 than the sixties. Pepys's Diary 
ends 3 1 l\-la r 1 6 69, dcpri ving us of a fruitful source for nc\vs of prc-
luicres and approxirnatc prcn1icrcs+ If ,ve have [l hnrd date for n p1ny 
in the seventies, jr i~ n1ost of ten fro1n an lJ.C. entry -- \vhich usually 
s~ys norhjng as to the play's nc,vncss.20 In the course of the decade 
S.R. entries dec]ine drastically as that institution ,vithcrs. i-\~ far as ,vc 
can ju dgc, the licensj ng date tends to 111ovc closer to first pcrf orn 1anc..:e 
ns the dec:.1dc nd vnncc.s, a n1onth hccorning a c-0111n1on bpse. 0 f cou rsc 
á licensing is not printing, ~1 and particular cases rc1nain erratic. Pcrf or-
nrn.ncc d~tes n1usr he! inferred f ron~ ''sc(1ncnce~' in a fe,v cases, risky 
though it is. 2~ 

:_-)árhc f-Iarhr.g.c-Schoenh.:mrn A1111i1ls c~n1 he. 111islcading-for the ~m¥nii:-iatcd rn thrs 
re.spr.c[t stnce. its c'Ltmits'3 colun1n. usu-ally gi\áes no indicatinn of \\'hcthc:~.-a d:i.n; j~ 

a known pH~n1ierc or sin1ply the first inst~nce of 'cl definite perforn1ance. 1ááhu~ it 
gi\~cC:s '~ 17 1\1arch 167i 1 for Lee\ T be Rh.uil Q11eenr ( tl1c pr~rnjcrei accordir1g ro a 
contctnporary letter) t and ''6 February I (q2. '' for \Vyl.:hcrh::y 's Tbe Ge-;,tfoumn 
Dmu:.h1g-J~!mr~r., ,vhich could casiiy have been premiered six. \,;eeks c1r]ic 

21 P:1yne>s Fat(!/ Jc.-rloury, play~d hy 3 A ngust J 67i (L.C.) is licensed 12 l\ 00\ácn1-
l1er :1nrl .1d1áerti.,ed in the: T.C. jn_ J\-1:1 \' 1~73 . 

.::~ Thus Downes ( p. 3 2) teUs us th:)t Chorles ibe Eigf;th of Frrmce 'WJS ~'the first 
nc.\\' Phy Acted'1 at Dorset (;nrd(n (opi:ntd 9 1'.To\-cmbcr 1671 ), th:u uthc next nc,v 
Corned rt áw:1~ the Afm11tonoudJit and ''the third nC"1.\' Phy H áwas T/Jc Gentlnnan 
Dmu:.ing-A1 aJteL Thi~ dates Cro\1.áne's pbr c. mid-N o\áemb~r 167 t; an L.C. entry 
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9f 1 1 B p' ays to h~ considered f ron1 the seventies, 3 1 n1ust be classified 
as publication cases., n d auorhcr 20 as proh1en1atit.:al ;!nu hence sub-
j ecrs of ~pecial interest for thci r publication data~ To")"ard the end of 
the seventies ,vc ,vjl! find sharp. increase in the nun1bcr of public~ltion 
cases- a phenon1cnon ,vhich contjnuesi unhappily, rhroughour the 
cenrury. ~rh<; great decline in Lhc nu111bcr of perf orn1anccs attended 
by the I(ing a{ tcr the srnrt of the Popish Plot leaves us distressingly 
fc\v exact pcrforn1:.1ncc dates of any kind~ 

Exa1nining t'nonnal" cases gives a good idea of the steady drift 
to\vard a pattern in \vhich publication foHo,vs closely upon perfor-
nu1.nce. (B,r ''nor1nHI casesn ,vc n1can those inst:-t nccs in ,v hich ,vc h1n'c 
"i\t ]east a good approxin,ation f OT both prcn1icrc and pu bl, cation date, 
and the t1111c h1psc in vol v~d is neither 11111 ch shorter nor 1nuch longer 
th:-in in n1 ost orhc r such cases~) In the cnr]y seventies, 6-r 2 n1onths js 
conunon. [ 1 6 70 J Cary II~ Sir Salrnnnn ( 10-1 2); Joyner, T be R ou1an 
Eáu1press (over 6); Dryden~ Tbe Conquest of Grnnadn (c. I 4); Rehn, 
Tbc F'orc 1d 1linrringe (4-6); Shnd,vcH, Tbr J-Iu111orists ( 3-5); [ 167 1] 
Behn~ 1,be A 111oro11s Prince ( over 5); Cro\vnct Charles I be Eigbt h ( 6-
12); Revet, 1,be 1'0á1.vu Sbif ts (over 4); Settle, Crnnbyses ( 5-6); Duck-
inghan1, Tbe Rebcnrscrl ( 7); ,,rychcr1cy~ Lo-ve i11 n Tl7 ood ( 7); [ 1672] 
Payne~ The f'atal JealonsJ (3t ]c~st 6-9); Tbe J1orni11g Rn111ble (4-6); 
Shnd,vc1l, Epsou1-T-Ve/ls (6); 1á-,Je Aif iser (5-6); 1\'v-chcdev~ Tbe 

r ¥ 

Ge11t.le,11a11 Dffnci11g-1\inster (8-1 o); r I 67 3] Bchni ]~be Dutcb Lo-r)er 
(5-1 o); lta,Tenscrof t1 Tbe Carclcsr Loá'Vcrs (4-8); ~-1 ScLtlc, The Ent-
press of 111orocco ( up to 9); 2" [ 1674] Cro,vne, Audro,nacbe (4~6); 
Payne, The Siege of Constff11ti11ajJ/e (over 3); Settle., Lo-vc nnd Reveuge 
( c. 6); l_ .. cc, "f\l ero ( c. 1 2); (:ro,vnc, (~ nlist o ( 5-9) 

;\ bout 167 5 the a\Tc-ragc lapse begins to sho,v a consistent shrinkage 
as 4-6 n1on ths hecon1cs incrcasi ng]y con1n1on, and e,Ten 1 ~3 I r 1 67 5 ] 
T)rvdcn, Aurcng-Zebe (3-6); Fanc1 Lo-ve in tbe Dark¥ ( 7-1 o); Lee~ 
Sopbouisha (2~7); Anon.~ J1iso~s (}nnpirac')' (6); Setr1c, ConqucJ/. of 
(~bina ( 7-8); Sh~1d,vclli 'l,bc J..,ibrrtine (8); ,.\'.ychcrlcy., 1"bc Couutr,y-

ghács \Vych,c:E"h:::y'~ pl:iy for 6 f i:.~hru;.Uy 1 (17:z. \Vhct her Ra verl.~t~rofr,s pbr fo 1h l,~-
t "¥ce n th c.sc 1 l n1h s j s a re-a I puzz, c ( s-ec b c] o\,á). 0 O\\ánr sis ch ro !~nlogy j s cp1 h c u t1-

rcli .1 ule. 
~"'; PulJ1jcation after Dryden's 11 ssigf111tfou ( "áhich ap;wars in the S.R. 18 A huC"h 

1673; T.C. June) is indic.áucd by R"J.vcnscroft.'s he:ucc] reply. 
11

~ Pr()liaLly pcrfonnc.:d at court in i\1arch. See Eleanore Dosvácll, Tbc Restoration 
Court SMgc { CA!nfn-idgc: 1-I:u\á.ir<l Unh-1.:rsiry P rcss, 19p }, pp. 1 _l 1-133. ITirst ,\nown 
pub] LC' J)Crfonnancc- '-V::l.S 3 J ulr (L.C. ). 
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1-T'if e (2-4); Anon., 1'1.Je TfT o,nan tunld Bully (4-7), [ 16761 Behn, 
A bdelazer (up to 8); Durfey~ 111adf!UJe Fickle ( 3--4); 1£,rhcregc, Tbe 
1l1au of Aál ode (4-5) I..,ce, Gioriano ( 3-4); Ot,vay, Don Cnr!os (up ro 
6); Shnd\vcll, Tl.HJ T7irtuoso ( 2-3); Rrrvcnscrof t, Tl.1e l11rnngling 
f_JFi}ers ( 3-5); [ l 67 7] nan ts, T be l\iával J(ings ( up to 5) ; l)rydcn, A II 
for l .... o-ve (4) ; ~5 Behn, 1 Ro-ver ( at lc~st 5).; Cro,vnc1 1\/Je Drstruction 
of Jcrusaleu1 ( 3-4); Durfey, A Fond Hurband (up lo 6); Lee, The 
R i-val Queens (4-8) ; Ii a,Tens-crof t J S {:arrnuoucb a JJ biloso pber ( 2 ~3) ; 

lT7 its Led by tbe 1\7 ose ( 3-5) i [ 1678] Iktuks1 '11be Destruction 
of 1,roy (4-7); l)rydcn c1nd l_.cc., Oedipus ( 7-8); ~ri J__.,cancrd, Tbe 
cáounterf cits (4-7); 'JJ,e l~a,nbling }11stite (2~4); Ot,vay, //1}endsbip 
in Fasbion ( 2~3); f. 1679 J Ot,vny l Caius 111 nr ins ( c. 2). By 1679) al-
n uJst all plays arc publication crrscs. 

Scvcrnl instances of cxceptionaHy quick or nppnrcntly quick pubEcn~ 
tion sh nuld be considered+ 

( 9 )_ i\-1 cdbournci 1~ttrtu ff e. S. H.. 2 8 J unc r 6701 T'.C. J nnc. The A11nnls ~nd 
The London .Stage date this plr1y l\'1 ay I 670 on the basis of a reference co cit he 
rirrivr.l of Frcncll royalty :tt Dover (i\1ay 167ofi in the prolngLic, l'he relc\'ant 
lines hO\VCrcr c~-rhc Cobler S\\'rtpp 1d {)1d Shoes-for Plnyes at D{)ver, I And 
1un,á he ~in gs the A-f o uns i e Ii r 1:r 'lwr;..v c O'iJU' oá, . .Je ri á) su ggcst to us ref c rcncc to r he 
origin of l"hr. pby and its tr:.!nsbtoes cflons, not a topical corin1u.:nt. Publicn-
tion withtn n 1nonth ~t th~s date \\'ou~d be n1ost 111nJsunl. Judging froin pre\--á 
aicnt pu blicntion pattcrnsi pc-rf orn1:1.ncc the preceding f nH or \\'inter SlTn1s 
l~kely, although the poss1b11it y of ;in anon1;i ly cnnnot be disrnisscd. 

( j o) Sh:1d,vcll, Psyche. Prcn1icrc 2 i Fchru.1ry 1675 (L.C.: ufirst ~cting 1
'); 

T.C. February 1675. Publication the s~n1c n1onth, pc.rh~lps even before per-
I orn1ancc, 111a y be rc-btccl to the opcr~tic genni1 ~nd is partly :1~cr1u;.l.hle to -"Special 
ctn.:urn.~!ances. Shad \\'d !is pref ace stares thnr rhc opera ,\ 1as ,vrittcn sixteen 
1nonths before pubJk;1tjor1 (ic., c. October 1673 ). The piece ba<l c"~idently 
hccn pfanncd ~s: far hrrck ris-A ugu:st 167 3-j ,\áhen Jnn1cs "\r ernon ,.,,rites that !'the 
I)nkels bonse nrc preparing -an Opera and great tnachines." 21 It \Vas cntcrc-J 
jn 1 he S.R. 1 August 1 674. Do,vnes calls it "long cxpC'ctc<lj-' ( p. 3 5). lJ roduc-
tion delays sccrn to h:nTc hdd up puhlicntion. 

( 1 r) Charles Davenanti Circe. If thE 12 t\-T ay 167 7 L.C. entry is near tbc 
premiere, publication follo\~Td in kss than r,vo n1onths. 1-hc opera ,v[ls entered 
in the S.R. l9 J unc ~nd 1s ndávcrdscd in the 1",C. in July; its Songs cippe~r ir1 the 

5 The pcdorrnance drtte is Lased on n nineteenth-century 11criodic8:I Jocunlt-nt 
of dubious va.lhl1ty. See the. discaSsLon under puu]ication cases b~}o,iv. 

:.il Popish J!lot upro:lr rnay LecoLnc a f :1clor as of f ~!1 16tf~. 
Letters .1d,lres-sed front tondon to Sir J oseJ,b Hl illiaán:10111 ed. Vi 1. DT Christie, 

2 vols.1 Can~den Societ}" (Lo11don) 1874 ), I) 1 So. 
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S.R. 11 l'\1ay1 and in the T.C. the sar:ne n1onrh. The quick publication of the 
Songs suggests a J\áh1.y prcn,icrc. 1-lcrc, as ,,,ith "fsycbe, ,vc arc ckn!ing ,,,jth a 
rare opera; ngfl in~ rhe ,vork seerns to hrnáe been rushed into prinr. 

( r2) Ilchnt Sir Patient Fancy. Played by 17 }Jnuary 1678 (L.C.); ]jccnscd 
2 8 J ~nuaty; l',C Fcbn1ary. PL1blic11tion eYidently c-1n--,c \\'ithin aLont rt n1onth 

+ ¥ ¥ 

of the pren1icre: the "\\-ork npparcndy hjd only short run. The prcfocc tcHs 
us that the author h~d it publi~hed ,vith 1~in1 pnrjent h11stc]! to vjndic~te the ,vork 
f ron1 the nccus:n:jon l'tb.1t it wns Bandy t 

( 1 3) ~.,\_ siTnibr instance of sdf-j ustification is I-lo\vard's Tbe Si.r 
days A dvcnture. Pbyed hrieRy '1nd ur1snccc.ssfuBy ( L.C.: 6 i\-larch 1671), it ,v~s 
published quite: quickly for that titnc, appearjng in the next fasue of thE T.C. in 
Julyá .. 1 'he in<l1g[tant Ho,vard prefaced his play \\ááith con1nlcndatory verses to 
hi n1se!f br Behnl 1~ l .T.t Ravens-croft) and Srtn1. Chr~n. 

r ¥ r 

The n1orc usual response to failure is .doáu) puhljcat1on, tl1ough the 
reasons for a hnorulall y , ong delayá continue to be ,raricd. Ten con-
spicuous cases CfH1 be considered. 

( l 4) Ilctterton 1 l'be An1orous l-Vid(rW. Pbyed bv l~te Noven1 her 1 670 
(L.C.); not puhlishcd until l 706 - n 3 0 yc:ll" b pse! despite rhc pbyts grerit and 
(.;Ontinuing popubrjt_\'. The renson senns s-i111ply tD h'JVC Lct11 Dcttcrron's re-
lucl~ncc to h~.-n-e h~s exercises jn st-.:1ge c'1rpcntry- ho"ácv-cr successful-
brought to print. I-Ijs TV o,nau i11ade a J 11:;.tice (by 19 February r 670 
L.C.) ,,,;is n~vácr pub lishcd ;ino docs not sunrlvc. ~rhroughout the pcl'iod, 
puhJic~tion of actorst plays rcrnains son1c-~\'lrnt crrritic. 

(15) Shipn1an1 FJcnry t/Je Third of France. Playcu jn spring t67z (cpjlogue 
ref crcnccs), Hcc[iscd 1 6 October l 678; T.C. Decen1ber 1678. l'l1e lung dday 
ren1nin.~ n pu,-.tle. Summers statt., ( ,vjthour dting hjs cvjdcncc) thac the pk1y 
,Yas. rcvivcci in J unc l 67 8T If S{\ á publicntion mList h:),át: been occasioned Ly lhc 
revival. 

( r 6) IJrydcn) ~Harriage A-ltr-i!f ode. .A<l vc rtiscd i 9 l\1t1y 167 3; T.C. June, 
but -c\¥jdcntly played by Deccn1be,T t 67 r. Even jf April 1 671 is accepted as the 
prcmt2_.rc date, the lapse jS at lc:1st 14 1uonths. Dryden~$ dilntorjn-ess ,vith this 
~nd othe1.T play$ t~ consistent but puzzling, cspccinUy in light of his usual need 
for 1noncy+ 

( 17) Nc,vcastk, ] 'he Tri1nnph.1n! TVido'lv. Pby~d by i 6 Nuvc1nhcr I Ci74 
(L.C.); Jiccr1sed z 7 ~10\ácn1hcr r 676; published ju t 67 7 {T.C. February). ~i\s a 
riob1c ~n1atcur, Nc,,ácistlc ,vas habjtually slo,,á to publish. 

( 1 8) Arion., Tbe i~1 istrrken Husba11d. Played c. ;vforch 1 674 (hefnrc the 
opening of the ne\v DT, thentrc); published in 167 5 (T.C. No\Te1nber). An oJd 
pb y ( possibly by Bron1c),. it had little appeal ~f ter a stage faáilurc, despite ref ur-
bjs-hmcnt arid a nc,v scene by Dryden. 

( 19) Duffett 1 Psycbe Debaucb"'Jd. Probably jCted jn J\ ugusr 167 5 (topicril 

'"' &,e Robert D, l-Iumc, '~l"hc Date of D.ryd~n,s .Aidrrfogl! A-fo-1l1 ode/' I áIAR\'ARD 

LrnRARY Dur.r.1~-n~\ XXI ( r973 )t 161-166. 
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Lurlcsquc; prologue references); not published until 16io (T.C. June). For 
a pby that sur\'1vcd several yea.rs on stage, the dcby is surpdsing. Conceiv~bly 
the pbyls ephen1cTri l nani re and I)uffcttJ~ gcncrn~ 1o\v repute arc i,1volvcd. 

( io) Durf cy, Tbe Fool Tunl d Critic. Played by 1 S Nov en, ber 1676 { L.C.); 
publi-shed in J 678 (T,C . .1 nne). -rhis g~1p of 2 rc~r an<l a half is the nlorc sur-
prising brc~usc the play is jd vcrtiscd by the publisher as ' 1J 11 the PrcssH jn 
Cro,,ánc's Dest ruction of J en1sale1n ([ .C. t\1ay [ 677). 

( 2. 1 ) Oryden, l,-tr. Lhnberlxuu. Acted by 1 1 j\¥lnrch 1678 ( L.C., suppressed 
:ifre,á three nights); TTC. No\tcn1bcr 1679; t.p. r6.So. Dryden, 1.1pset by the 
suppression~ ,v:is cn1h;:irr;1.i;:;scJ ~nd says irt the pref :ice t hnt ht h.'ls nwdc changes 
hef ore pl1 b lic::arion. SL'.'andal oYcr r~rsonn l sntirc n1~~T hilvc de lnycd printing~ so 
1n~lY Popisl1 Plot upro~ tá. 

( 11) Behn, Thf Youn~ 1{ ing {!,pTing or fnll 1 679) i <lntc<l fron, prologne 
ref c-rcnccs; publishc-d in 168 J á (Tá.c. Novrn1bcr 1 68:2.). 1\-l rs. Behn nwr have 
hecn cr11harr11~scd hy this reworking of u youthful cffortt but .. why then pub~h;.h 
it at aH? Polit Ica I llnscn k111cnt n1fly be lr1volvcd 1 n the de fay. 

( i 3) R ::ixcnscrof t, Titus /l11drouicus. According to the pref acci it "'fl_i.; plflred 
2t rhe beginning of the Popish Plot; pubhcnrion "\\'rlS not until r 6~ 7. ThcrTc js 
no apparent rcJson for the dchly~ 

Turning fron1 unusnnHy long to just plnin questionable cases, ,¥/e 
fi n<l severil rn~ j or (hiring prohl cn1s. 

( 14) Dry<l-en! Au}bo yn(I. 1'/.1e Loudo~i Stage c..latcs ~t ;\ {~y 167 3 C: or c~tlier'J) 
on the h:1sis of the :SJC entry, 2.b J1inc r6i3 (l'.C. N0Ycn1bcr). Th~s seen1s lHl-
llkely. l\s lVard argues,2¡ J\lay i 672 i.s hlgh l y pbusmblc: the piece is 1) utch 
\Var prop:1gandn ( \\áar ,vas dechrcd 1 7 J\-ktrch 1672) 1 and Dryden cbin1s in 
the dedication that it \Vas "-\vritten in r. ~-'loncth." 1~hat the pby 1\'as extant 
hcf ore i'-1o\'c.i 1hcr 167 2 sctm., cl.c11r, l n th~t n1nnth Antonio di \Toto ~dvertiscd 
Tbc l)nJcb Cruelties nl Auihoymr: TVit!.1 t!Je H11n1ours of the JTn[iant lVelcb-
1ltnu in his bood1 jr Ch:irjng Cross, '' Actc<l by J,,1 en an<l ,:von1tn?r ( i.e., not 
puppets). On the ? 1th the Lord Chan,bcr!nin is~mcd nn order forbidding hin1 
to 't~~ct m1y Pby usnnUy :1cted ;1t .:"tny of y1c sn id Th~atrcs [ LIF :lnd DG] Nor 
takes r sic l peeces or Scec:nes our of yt Plnycs Acted rit y~ SJ id árbcatrcs.] 1 A 
propngrinda ph1.y n1ight h::i.Ye: been n1shed into printt but Dryden is babittt1Uy 
slo,v to pub]ish, mlCl ob,áiously he ,v:1s uncnt husiilstic fl bout this potboiler. 

( 2 5) Dryden, ~.rbe As:Jiá1gni?.tlon. 'T/_,e London St(lge .--.nd other :.1uthoritics 
assign it ~rbfr r~nily to Novcn1ber r 67 i. 1 t ,1á:1s publishc-d in sprjng 167 3: S. R. 
1 8 i\á1 ;:irch; -1 'LC. J unc. Fronl prologue and pref ;:ice qui1rrds ,vc kno,_,.. jc 111ust 
cnnu:! hcnvc-c-n Ra vcnscrof t's 'The Citt-1:r!;i Turn' d GentfouMn (itsd f problctnat-
jcal, buc ac[cd by 4 .1 uly i 67-:.) ~lnd his Tl.1c Cnrdeis Lor;.1ers ( early j\ál nrch 1673). 
()n the basis of pubHcntion dnt:ii á11be A s.rig1rnt ion could cnsl ly corne half ;i. yejr 
c~dicr; fr is 1111,ikdy to be h1tcr thnn N o,,cn1ber 167 2.~ 

!~1 Chark.li E, YVard, HTh~ Datt~s uf Two D ryd~ri Plays1 ,, P1'-fl ... t1! LI ( I 936), 786-
79"2. 
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( 16) ~1 'he Citiz..cn ~rurn\l (; entle111an. Liccm,trl 9 A Hgnst 167 2; ~I',(:. No,á-cm-
bcr+ A flurry of L.C. entries-f ollo\ving 4 July r Gt? n1ny .suggrst [1 prcn1ier~ 
around th:;it tirne. Ilut r)o,,án~s ( p. 31) cnlJs jt the second nc,v pb y actct.1 at 
Dorset Gnrdcn. ,¥t1hjch ,vould pLKc it in Dccen1ber r 6j J or J '1n111uár , 6721 ~nd 
l here js other cvjdcncc (actor jnf orurntion rtnd the Jusry 1nolu1ring of Shad~ 
,rclrs ,liisrr h_y the ]{ing's Con1p3n_y i11 Jnnlrnrr 1 671) to n1akc this plaus1ble. 
I-I cncc the <lare rcmai n~á \áerr uncenacn. 

( 17) Pord;1gc, Herod aud J f nriro11ne. An c-xcccd rng1y con1plicated c:ise d 
cns~c-d ~t lcngrf, in the S'11/)p!e11Jent voh1111c to ]~be London i\"'tnge~ cd~tcd h_v 
Art hu l~ I-I. Scotttcn ::m d Robert fJ. I-Itnnc (in progrC'"ss), The S1tJ,plrn~e11t cd itors 
conclude drnt c.:. A ugnst 167 3 is d1c 1nosr prolrnb1 r dritc f ro11 t l'xtc~rn1l cvjck-ncc-
(n ol c. Scprcinbcr J 6 :n). ,vllich ,\'ou)d ;'I Howá for :-1 nornrn I six 111onth pub-
11c:1tion bpsc: S.ll. 18 Fcl..nlary 1674; l'.C. F-cbru~ry. 

(18) l)uffttt 1 The ;\!ock-1\JJJ!pest. Act~d by 19 No\'t'mhc-r 1674 (L.C.); 
~f.C. Fcbrrnn-y 167 5. Doth f roni standard pub!ic.uion L1pse '1t tllis thne, nnd 
f rorn thcatrJcal logic for ri hurks~1u'-'., rin earlier per[ onuancc is indicated. 'fbc 
opcr~ rfr: Tculj}est sccn1s to h:lve h-een ~r:rerl in A p.-il 1674. Th-e lGng,.s Con1~ 
panr ,n1.s out of town for t\,ácnty {lays arounJ the Lcginning of July. Lut 
pcrforn1ancc fairly (]Uicidy in the :.1utun1n ~eems Jjk e] _r. l'speci:1 Hy as Tbe 
7~.e;npest ,rJs bdng ~ctcd ~t Dors.c.t Garden ( 1 '/Jc London Staie, p. ii~). Pcr-
f ornrnncc .in d1c btc s.pring of 1 674 1nust he con:sh1crc-d entirely possible. 

( 29) T/Je A1noroU:i Oln.-'"i.VOHtffll (A non '1 or J)nff ett). l~.c. IH ~y T 674. lrlJe 
, . 

1 ~ondon Stag(! ( f 0How1ng John 1-larold \ Vi1son"1s btcst cfotc) gives 1\álarch 1674, 
though fron1 public:.1tion norn1s ~.lt thjs tin1e, one to three n1onths c~rEcr \vould 
be ]ikcly. Ccrt~inly the ]jstiE1g fr\ 1'/Je London Stnge of t,,áo nc,v productions 
at Ll Ji' durJ ng d1e hist three \Vee ks before the l( ing?s Con1pany mo,á!.!d to the 
nc-,\' DL clicat rt2 is: in1pbusible. 

( 30) Dryden, A II f o;:á Lo11e. Ahr.1ys gi ~¥en as ''by 1 i Dccc1nbcr 1677 u on the 
bas[s of .r1 my~tcrir,u_Lj nccount book cxtrnct printcu in l 8 1 6 ( sec ár/Je Londo11 
Star.e~ p. ;165 )~ As thls docurnent foHo\\'S the ('"ekbnitcil H11111oro1l:f /...ieutl'1w11t 
forgery in ]~be 'l~beatrical luquisitor~ ~nd no provcnnncc 1vharcver is olT rrc-d 
( f (lUnd loose by :1 f dend of m1 anonyr11ou~á c:onrributor)] the rbte is 11() m nre 
rh~u1 pJausibie. A l1 for Lof"ce ,vas cnLcrcd jn c'1c S. R. 3 1 J anuar_v [ 67 8; ad\'crtised 
11 l\á1:-urch. Pcrf orrnance ju J)cctn1h(¥r 1s thus 'JULtt' likely, but the cx~ct dny 
should nor be considered ccrtl~in. 

(3 1) Scdky, Antony tnuf Cleopmra. Phycd by 12 Fcbrunry 1677á, (L.C.); 
licensed 24 April; S.R. 4 1,t.-1y; 1--.c. 1,1ny. AU this is nonn~!: prerniere in January 
or F cbruary~ ,vfrh publication f ollo1vjng in :about four 1nonths. I-J o\vcver. the 
phy fa c1d\ácrdscJ in the LondDn G azcttc 14-17 J [lnu:-.ry r 67C. , \ 1 c suggtst that 
tl-~1s ~non1aly is cxp]i(:abt~ ns a publisher's ~tten1pt to capitalize on perfornrnnce 
of Drydcu'.r p1ay jn January J 678 ~I before it had been pub!ished. 

( 31.) Lc;111crd~ 1..,be Conutry hu.roce11ce. Licensed 6 l\.pril r 677; S. R. 1 April; 
árac. JVt'Jr~ Dated J\1arch 1677 by ]'he Lo11don Surge~ foHO\VJng GrayJW Even 
for 1677 this "\\'oul<l bt: very quick publication. Gra_v\ dating rc1jcs on the 

ro Gr.1y1 pp. 781-783 {s-ec note I 2 ahoH~) + 
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presence of mi nor actors implying a Lenten productjon. I-Io,vcvcr1 the cx-
trenlc disarray of rhc I{i ng,s Cornpany at this cin1c n-n1st be -cousidcrcd, nnd 
lessens the rcli:1bility of such an inf ere-nee. E\'en to h:1'.l.~rd n gne.ss at the prob-
~blc prcrnictc date lS impo-~sihle. 

( 3 J) Pon~r, The l¥'tencli Coujflrur. Licens.cd i August l 67 7; T.C. K ovcn1br.r; 
d~ted 67S. c;rny con5idcrs ir Lenten pfo.y,. c. l\1arch 167 7. 1~be Lo11do1J Stngc 
giYCS j{ as June 1677 froul the cpiloglJc rcfcrcrice to '1de Fre1tcb Troop at toder 
end l/1 '{nvn.-n l-:1 O\\'C\Tr no spec1al n~fcrcncc to l"he pcrf on11ancc of Rnre cu 
Toul 29 ~\-Iay need be. Sllpposcd; and the L.C. order of 5 Fchruary t 677 specif r-
ing alterations in the \VJ1itch;.1~1 thratrc for ([rite fTrcnclt (-:.:-on1ocJiansu ( rpt. 
Nicoll~ I-:-J 80) suggests that Porter could h::.ve co111ph1ined of ~uch crnnpetition 
any tirnc cln rrng rhc :spring. i\á1 arch or A pdl l 677 sec ins n1ost likely~ 

(34) Sharhve?t A True 1-Vidrn.L.l. 'The text refers to i I J,1arch (Act T)~ year 
llnspcdficd. ~rhc printed <.kd icnt-ion is ch,ted r 6 Fcbnrnry r 679., nnd states th~t 
the ph y failed; T.C. 1\á!ny l 679. l f pcrf orn1cd 1, r\'1arch 1678, publication áw~s 
ddayc<l a f uH year~ quite slo\v for thri.t tiine nnd for Sb;-idwdl. From puhiicn-
tion, one rnighr guess ( ,.,,hh Ntcol l) nt pcrf ormnnce in Dcce1nber r 678 or 
J ::111unry 1679. ()f coun;c Orydcn~s Lhnbc,-hran ,,áas delayed dJ nlonths nt nhout 
the sa111e tiinc. ~o fin:.11 nns1vcr is possible on present evidence. 

Prohlen1a tic;1 l cases give one son1cthing to nnnl yzc; straight pub}icn-
lion ~1rc if ~1nyrhing ,vorsc.. () f thirty-odd instances in this decade 
111any rc111nin f rnstratingly vnguci but in several cases in1provcn1enrs on 
JJondon Stage cstin1ates arc T\vo general points should be 
111ade. First, in 1679 ,vc bcconlc hc~viiy dependent on straight pub-
I icarion data, ,vith disturbingly 1itt1c check a.g~inst other c~ses - just 
at the tinie ,vhcn political condirions u1ake erratic publication likely. 
Secondi although licensing date sccn1s incrc~1singJ y to fa 11 close to prc-
1nierc, the rcJation of ]iccnsing dntc to T.C. date should be carefully 
noted. A 2.-3 1nonth lapse rcn1ains the u~uai n11n1111un1, Hence ,vhcrc 
the t\vo fa 1l together, prc111icrc is probibly distinctly c:1rlier. .A.n ex-
a1nplc is Por<lagc\ 1-.bc Sic,e;e of 1lnb;1lou, 11ccnscd z Novcn1bcr 1 677; 
T~C. >Tovcn1bcr. But \vhcn the ]iccnsing chne is t,vo or-three n1onths 
earlier than the 1".C. entry, it is likeli:,i to Le ,vithjn a nionth or so of 

:nárbc London Surge estin1:1tcs fr-D~n publicatinn d:it:l seem suusrnnttaHy nccurnte 
in the f o1lo\ving casl:"s. f i G7 1] Co rye, Tbc G1..¥n1;ro11s Enr.:n~h."Sj [ 1674] l)o\át:r., T /Je 
1l1 rrlJ; L l676] Ilehn~ T be To1L:n F.o f,; Sett-le, I bra/Jhn~ Pa nor Fidv; [ 16j7 J Behn1o 1~/Je 
Deb,nrchec; Pordage, 1,/Jc Siege of lltrbylou; Rfl\ácnscroft, The J<:¥nglish Ln -U::.}'1..'r; Behn 
( r ), T/Jc Counrc1-f eit ntidqJ_,á00111; L J 678] Durfey, Squire Olds..-rpp:._ Durf t:}', Ttic!á 
[ ,n- Tri cl<; Ec:.h,áard 1-l o"áanl, Tbc i1f crn of l\1er;.1..mmrkct; L~e1 ,lf itbridcrtcs; H~nvHns, 
1'unbridgc lVells; Shac:lwd]1 Thnau of Athens; ,~ate, 1Jn1tur of A lb.1; [ l679] Ban~ 
croft, Scrtoriur; 13(~hn, T be Feig,lJ'd Curtb::.((JJJ; Cr<"''nc, TJ:ie And;itiaus- 8t1r.te.~á1Jtan; 
Dllrfey, A Vinuous lFif e, Shad,vcll, The U-'01111rn C~1puriH; Tate 1 T/Jc Loytrl Gen-
er,ll. 
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prc1nierc - at least by the n1iddlc 1670s. Nine probable rcdatings should be noted. 

( 35) E{hvarcl Ho\n1rd 1 The lV 01uui's ConqueJt. S.ll. 18 Novácn1hcr 1670; T.C. i\1ay r671. Us-trnliy given ns c. Novcn1her 1670, ,vhir.::h secn,s too late. Sr..!ptcn1 lJer or earlier fecrns Jik-cHer. 
( 3 6) Cro,\'ne, Juli mm. Licensed 8 Scpre1nbcr r 67 r; '1'.C. Noven1 her. The A-;nrnls gaáves it as c. Augu.st; The London St,1gc for June. The btter js rnorc pbusible. August to November ,vould be a very short fapsc for a first effort 4"1t thrs ti n1c. \Ve c:1 n note too that the pref .ice spcahs of a heat \\'j \'e and ~'the l)og-stnr ncnr his Rcignn (Le., tl1c perfonn:ince is jusr hefore the "dog-dnys/' 3 July- 15 Augusts dtápcnding on the tirnc of the rise of Si,ius, the grcarcr dog-star of Procyon Lhc Lc~scr). Furthcr 1 the dedication spea1.:s of the-Court being ~,vay du dng the play~s run, ,vhich pl:1ccs it bcn\áeen fate J\ála y nnd n1id-J lllf (Cnl. S. P. l)onr, r671, pp. 2631 279, 393"t 396). The Duke's Con1pJny ,\áas in <)xford hr c~r]y Jnlv; fate Jnnc is thcrcf ore the best g-ucssT (37) Arro\\'M11ith,T The RefonnáUion. Nicoll anrl the A1Junls gc~/e it for Scp-tctnbcr 1673 on the lnsi.s of n Koven1bcr T.C. entry~ Ho\vcvcr Cade1nan is hstcd in the printed casr, and llC ,v::1s pcrnrnncntly p~ralyzc-d by an injury suf-f ercd 9 1\ugust. furrhcr~ L\VO of the songs arc in a co1Iection entered in the S.R. in June, I-Jenee T/.lc Londou Stnge guesses at l\¥lay 1673. Usunl pl1blicn-tion fopsc \vould indeed suggest :1 date in spring ¥ oi3á l-Iov~ác\rcr, since the pfoy is a \Tigorous satire on I )ry-ckn ( tl ¥c Tutor), \Vfr h s:pi?dn I ref ere nee to 1Hnrthrge A-la-ii.lode (acted by Dccen1bcr 167 r, see note 28 :ibovc), ~ny d:Jtc np to n year car] ier than i\-la y l 6j 3 js quire possrbk and ,,.áould increase the p1ay's sat ir~c tbrusr. 

( 3 8) Du ff rtt., 1ábe En1press of 1,1 orocco. 'r.c. i\-1 r.y I 674. UsnaJl r dated C. Dccen1ber 167 3. As a bur lesq nc of Settlc's plny 1 it \VOU]d prohabl)~ follo\V c1uicld y. Public pcrf onH~nce of the Settle pb y occurred 3 Ju] y r 67 3 (L.C.); F.[ ~~norc Ilns,\ácH shonás tht~l pcrf o~n1:1 nc~ nt con rt in i\'1 arch or 1\ pril is-pi-ob-nblc. Pnbhc:ition at this. period often runs 6-1 o n1or1ths :1f ter pcrf orn1~ncc, so JH in all a su1nn1cr pcrform~ncc for DufTcrfs fnrcc sccn1s quite possih1cs as John I-I :1rold ,,_,i tson has conjccn1 red. a:: 
( 3 9) ncton, T!Je J\iock-lJuellist. Lkenscd 2 7 j\-l ay 1675; 'r+C. No,ác1n bee lJsunHr given as c. T\1lay (:llrendy a ,áery full n1onth at l)rury L~ne). Pren1iel"c one to three rnonths earlier is indicated. 
(40) Durfey, The Sieie of i\Jen,pf,is. T.(~. No-vcrnber 1676. Usually n~sun1ed to he pcrf orn1c-d c. Scpten1ber 1676t but on the b~3sis of public~tion fopsc for other pfoys in this s{-~1s-on~ c. Ju [y i$ 1norc Ii la.:1)\ espcciaH y ic, vicnT of Dnrf cy's complaints about .-1 chc;l p and ~can rrd production. (41) Ot\i.áay, Titus nnd Derenfre. Licensed 9 Fchru~ry 1677; T.C. facbrunry. uásua11y giáven as l)cccn1bcr H>76 or J.un.J:1ry 1677. Bue in vir,\v of the close relation of licensing :1ntl T.C. rnrry, No,áen1ber 1676 is the btcst likely date . 
.:i: Tbc ReHor~tion Court Sti.ge, pp. ¥ 31-13 3. "\Vllson, klr+ Goodum:n tbe Ph1yer ( Pjttsburgh: University of r~ttsl.Jurgh Press, 1964)) pp. 29-30. 
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(42) llavcnscroft, l{ing Edgar and A]frelfa. Ad,Tcniscd 2.9 October 1677; 
T.C. F ebnrn ry 1 678 ( t.p. rbrerl 1677). ( iYen :1s c. ()ctohcr by 1 1be Loudon 
Stnge, but despite ktck of a No\TC~~1Lcr 1677 T .C. eLnry, publication at the end 
of October sc<::1us Jif.::dy. Consc{iucntly the. pfo.y ,v~s probably pcrf onned no 
btc.r thnn c~r!r Scpt-cn~bcr I rind fJ nitc possihty btc th~ preceding seas.on. 

(43) Dryden, T'l"oifus and Cressidn. S.R. 14 April 1679; TTC. Novcnlher. 
L:u..::I.:: of ::\ J\¥l::i. )'" or jun~ ~r .C. Cl1t[y sugg-:~ts the probal1i1it )' of a longer gap than 
the 2-3 n,ontbs ns11a Hy m;qm1 c:ct for thL~ period. 1-J cnr.c the c. A pr LI d:n¥ng for 
t h~s pby, r1nd c. i\á1 arch for such ocher pubJication crises ns Cro,vnc1s The Aán,r 
bitious Statcsnmn, Bdm~s F eign1 d Cun iz.nns, c1nd Ilancrof Cs Serf orius 111a_r be. 
too lnrc in one nr n1orc !nstancts. 

Tbe 1680s 

FoHo,ving the collapse of the Kingts Con1pany in ;vr~rch 1682 tbe 
nurnher of HC\\' p]nys di,ninishc:-i drastically. f.or the ,vho]c decade \\-'C 

h3.YC 011ly 66 pbys to consider, 36 of thc1n flctcd by 1 682. T\,'O nc,v 
1ncthods of pcrf onn~ncc d~dng heconlc u~efnl in this period. Fir.~T, the 
sc para tc publication of proioguc and epilogue for sale during 8 pla yts 
iniri~l run is dec;jdcdly helpful. As n rule~ they carry no date~ but in 
rare instances the printer tells us cxnctly \\rhcn a pcrfonn:1nce (prc-
~nn1~hly the prcn11crc) occurred. Thus the proioguc nnd epilogue for 
17 en ice: I'rescr-v'd ~1rc jssucd ,v.ith the hc::?.ding: ''13y J\Jr. ()táway to his 
JJft.1y call\1 l1 euice preserv)d., or the Plot discover"'d. Acted ~this Royal 
riighnes.). rhc Duke of Y'Oll l(S Tl-l.Ji:1\ TJill, the 9th of February~ 
1681 [ i.e., 1 68 2.]." Sirnilar1y the prologue a no ácpj loguc for ScLtlc's T be 
Heir of Jlorocco -are d~ted 11 J\1larch 1682~3J Second, \VC have Nar-
cissus LnttreH's useful hahir nf daring hL~ pnrch~scs. l--Iis acquisition 
dates for p]ays arc hcl pf ul; those for prologue. and cpil oguc ~re n god-
send in this period. J.--fc ,vas usunHy quite protnpt in acquiring copies: 
he bought prologue anc.l epilogue for T7 euice I'rererv"d l r f cbrurlry, 
:lnd for Tbe Heir of 111 orocco r 6 ?viarch.3 -1 Occ.:asionaH Y' J .,uttrcll 's 
purchase <l~re ,viH be d-en1onstrably rc111ovcd fro1n the 1nont h of first 
pcrf orn1n11cc; :i~ in the 1najorfry of cases his purchases sccn1 to fuB guite 

:i:: As a ruk, scpar.:?tdy printul prologmi ~nd cpHoguc arc not entered in the S.R. 
or l '.C.1 nor do they c-arry :i pl'i:11cd licensing d.1tc. Th~ cpi[ogu~ for Durfey's 
A Co11tnum::u.,e~1Jtb of llr onu:n is an exception: tr: \Vas license~! io August 168 5. Of 
cn1a5c:: thl~ (fate 1night actu~lly ju5.t precede first pcrf onn::tncc if puhltcation "'-Tre 
~chtduied to coincide ,,,jtl1 prcn1it:-r~, a hrpothesis :str~ngthened by the J\lS date 
"2.4 A ugl1s:t'' in the Ilodlei.111 copy of the b.-oa.dsid~ ~pilogue. 

!:i Lurrrcll~s copic~ arc no,v scattered: many arc "Jt the Huntinglon Lil,rary. 
!!.~An c~á;=nuplc is his copy of Dryden\~ prologue: ~nd epi~ognc for the rnid-Octobr:r 

1-GS I rc,Tiv:-;il of Lcc1s Al h!Jridates, dated 13 Fehruilry ( l6ti'2). 
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close to the. first pcrforn1a11ce. Of course \Ve do not kno\v ho\v closely 
such printing follo,vcd upon the pren1iere, or ho,v consistently a pat-
tern ,\ras f ol1o\vcd. 

Prcstuuahly as a rcsuh of uphc-rlY~i conntctcd ,v1th the exclusion 
crisis, pl~y publication becon~r~ S(nllC\v hnt 1nore crr:ltJC thnn in the 
later 5evcntics. l"hrt'c 1nonths rcn1ains the norni, but i1 s1x and cvtn 
eight nlonrhs l~psc ;~ nor 11ncon1n1on in the c~rly eighties. Norn1al 
cases follo,v-. l T 6801 "'\,\1J1itakcr., The Courpiracy (c. 3 n1onths); Ot-
,vay, Tbr. Sou!dirrs Fott11ne (11p to 6); Dryden, Tbe St,nnisb Fryrfr 
(4-8); I.Jee) f_,11cius ]11nius Ur11tt1s ( 6-7); Ot\vay., Tbe Or/Jba.11 ( 3); 

--. 

Scn1c., Tbe Fe'l11alc Pre/({tC (up lo 5) [] 68 I] rr~ltC., 'l 1he l11grntitude of 
(t C"40111111011wealf f., ( 3-4); Tnlc, J( ing Lear (4-8) ; sr. 1\,.laid "rcH) Tbc 
J_,,o:uiug Eue1nies ( 5); ¥1-..~rc~ l\iebard 71 ( 5) ; Banks, Tbe Unbtrj)/JY 
Fa-1....1ourite (11p to 7).; Behn., 2 Ro-ver (c. 6?); [ 1_6811 Ilankf-;, fl' crtue 
H rtra y 'd ( up to 8); Behn, Tbc City H circsr ( 2) ; Dry-den nnd Lee, T be 
Duke of Guise (2-3); Du1Tfey1 The l?..oyrdist (up to 4); Ot,va.y) JI" enice 
Preserr~l d ( up to 3); Settle~ J 'be 11 eir of /l1 orocco ( 2-3); Southerne 1 

T!Je Loyal Brotbcr (4); Anon., Ro11111lus and Hersi/ia (4); f 1683] 
Cro,vnc, City T1 olitiques (up to 4); 1.l clYcnscrof t~ Drnne Dobson ( C+ 6); 
[ 1684] Southcrnel 11be Disap /Joi11tu1c;u ( c. 3); ,f::itc~ A Duláe and l.\7 o 
Duke (up to 3) ; Rochester., JT nl eutininu ( c. 1 o) ; f. 1 68 5 l Cro\vnc~ Sit 
Courtly l-iice (up to 6); 1)urfcy~ A [ .. oon11ouávJenltb of H' rnJJe17 ( 1~3); 
I 1686] Durfey, 1.á'bc Rnuditti (3-1 o); Jcvon., '"_fbe De-1.1il of a Ti1ife 
(:r-"l); [ 168'7 á1 nehn, Tbc E1npcror of the ;lloon ( 3); Scdley, Bellrn11ir~1. 

- r 

(c~ 6 ,vccks); 1'atc, Tbe Island Princess (2-3); f J 688] Cro\vnc, Darius 
( c. 3) ; !\-1ountf ort., 1,he l ujur, d J..,oávcrs ( c:. 3); Sh:1d\,~el I l T be Squire 
of A lsruia (]); r l 689] Behn, 1 ~be lf' id 0á1V Rnntcr ( 2-3); Dryden, 
Don Sebnstian (2-3); Lee, Tbr. J.f assacre of Paris ( r or less). 

For the n1ost part, these tirnc-l;1pscs provide no surprises. 1\s politics 
rctu rn to\vard 11 orn1a l :1 f tcr 1682 the sran<lard lapse drifts b::icl.:: tO\Vard 
i-3 1no11ths. By the end of the dcc~dr sonic isoln tcd 1nstnnccs of ,rcr~váá 
quick pnblica tion ( Cr I 1non th) nrc proYiding a. hint of the pattern to 
be cstabl ish cd in the nineties~ Spcci~] circu1ustanccs obtain rn these 
c.:ases. Bellninirn is a scand~lous play by ~l celcbrntcd '"'court ,vit." Tbe 

;~ The London StGge esdmates a prcrnie-re in 1' larch J6S1 f ron1 the .l\1ay T+CT 
entry. H o,.i.-cn.:.r prologue n:f cn:n{:es. plan:~ tlH: ph1y ht:n,\áccn tady ()c:tnb~.r Hi8o 
and (2a.-ly Jarnury r 681. Sec J1~1ne~ Blacl~, ¥; An Augustan Srng-c-History: 1\1ahum 
T'atc-:-s J(ing Lrar/' RC.itOratiou mJd Eif{l.1t,át áJ,1th-C,1ut11ty Thf:'M re- Resco1ác/J, Vl 
( 1967)! 36-37. 
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Squire of A lJatia "'h~d 311 lT nintcrru ptcd run of 1 3 D~ys together)' and 
took in £ 1 30 on the poet's "third Di1y" - the ''grcaLcsl Receipt they 
ever had at that f-Iousc at Single Pri1.cs'' (i .c., at ord, nary prjces~ nor 
raised as for opcrns and ccrt~in prenliercs) _:.n To find this sn1nsh hit 
rushed into print is no surrrisc. J _.cc's 11Jn.uacre of Paris is a hot political 
docun1ent olrviousl y hastened into prtnt for that rcnson. Orj gj nal ly 
,vri ttcn c. I 67 9-8ol it \Vfts suppressed until nf tcr the accession of 
,,, il1i~un n nd J\-"lnry. 

+ 

l\1rn1ng ro pub, icati on cases, ,vc find so111c 1 7 of th cn1 :?.r1. 

(44) Jlchn {?) 1 T be 1?..t~'iN?nge. The Loudou Stdge gj ves Lllntc June,, I 6Soi 
wbich is very unllkcly ..... .\lthough the ,,áork docs not appc~1r iH the ~f.C. until 
"?-,Jo,átn1htr 1 (j8o~ r .. uttrd! d::itcd his cnpy of the plny ( not the prolognc at1<l 

epilogue) 6 July. \ 1 ~u Lcnt1cpls deduction of n prolH1b!c J unc premiere is rhus 
based on frtulty inf ere.nee: .'Hi gin:n the 3-6 month la p:se usu~l in 16Ro, i\12rch 
or April 1 68-o is the fotcst tjn1c l ikcly for th~ pren1ic-rc1 atld it could c41sily be 
J:tnuaryr 

(45) CrO\\'llC, rr/Je Afis-ery of Ciávil H'nr. ~r.c. )\á1:iy l6Ho. u~1rnlly g1vtn ::LS 

-c. Februjry ot1 rhe bas:is of Lucrrdl's copy of the pbr~ dated ii l\1 nrch. But 
as ,\'ith 1'be Re1)enge, this sets prcrni-crc too close to pubHcation for this year. 
A d:1te 1n N oven1bcr, Dcccn1ber~ or cnrjy J arnn ry is n1o~t likely. 

( 46) Lee~ 1~/Jeod osius. l~.C.. Novctnbcr 16So. Scptcrnbcr ( the u:s1.rn l gL1c-ss) 
is tbc btest pbu-siblc dat C. A tl Cflrlr :S\ll1)111Cl" pcrf onnancc is rt real poss1bi liryr 

( 4 7) Settle, Ftrtal Lo1ve. T'. C. 1': ovcrnbcr 16So. Given for Scptc1nhcr by 'J""/Je 
London Stage'J ,vhic.:h note~ the d<:d.ic.:'1t1on1s cnn1pbi11t~ nbout rhc sad srn.tc of 
the King,s. Co1npan y. Ilut these Luncnts could cquaily \\'r:-.H ref er to ['.I produc-
tion during the troub lcs the. preceding spring, ,vh1 ch the con1pnn y attc111pted 

to rcsol ve in its new agrecn1cnt of 3 o July J 6So:rn f-J cnce :111 early stu1u11er 
pcrf c~rn1ancc is quite pos~il)lc. 

(48) Cro,rnel Henry the SixtlJ, Not cntcr~d ~n the T.C. until Novctnbcr 
1681, hut Luttrell\ t:op_r of the pbr is dated 3 1 J\-Ia_\r. John [-Iaroi<l \Vilson re-
ports this f rrct, anu gives April or i'i Llr as the 1' fot~st possible date." -u ln vic,v 

~
7 Do,vnc-s, p. 41. 
~á¥ oán the f oliuwing p¥Jhlicntion C(IS-tf'.: Tbe London Surge !)-Cc1n~ bnsica\ly corrccc. 

,.:\ nun. ( trans. Curncillc) 1 The il1istakcn lkl1ray (a re,¥i\Tal) 1 rf.C. Nn,áctnber I 684 
and i\á1<1}' 1685: pc-rforn1ance Ly September 1684 ]ikely. Durfey, A F ool'r Pref cnne11t1 

c. Apdl 16S8t from 1ic. (late (2: 1 i\áhy). CarHk,á TfJc Fortune H11nt1..árs, c. ,i\áforch 16R9 
( ad,f. Jun~ 1689). ~1ountfotát. T/Je S11ccc-ssf ul Strangers, e~ Uec:c::1nhct 16S9 {;=nhT. 
1 o l¥'c::-br-u ¥ .ur 1690}. Silnd,vcH, lJury Fair, ~-larch (,r AprH I 6S9 (-adv. 2 3 l\:l ny). N otc 
that mo:st of these c.1 se con 1 e J n te in the decade. 

~
11 11 T\\'o Rcs[oral1on C'_..n,ncdics,~' Thucs Litcrrtry Su/Jp/e111ent ( z 8 J anuaty 1939), 

PPá 57-58. . 
Sec Le.Iii le-1-Iot~o!l, TJ.1e Co1umon-w.e.rri1JJ nnd Restorati.o1J Surge ( r91.8; rpt. Ne,,á 

\.,. ork~ IlusscH and Russell, 1961), pp. C-5. 
~L lVHson, ¥isix Restoration Pby~Dates1~ (see note l I above). 
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' 
of st::incbrd h:tps-e nt this tinH .. \ producdon bet,veen J jtlU;iry and l\Lirch seem~ 
likdvá . . 

(49) Durfey,. Sir Harwahy IVhigg. T.C. No,¥emher 1681. Either the. play ,-v.:.1s 
pub lishtd extraordirurily f ;1st, or it shoul<l be dJtcd c;irJy sun1rncr r 68' r. l'he."' 
I-ondm1 Stage gi ¥:cs fr ns 11~;1tc October" ( DL rEd not open until then); f ro1n 
pLI bJic.ation hlpse usual jf this titnc~ ~l production at the end of rhc preYious 
se~ son sec n1s 111..::-d r. 

( 50) Shad,1'cl I, Tbe Lnnc,u!Jire JVitcl.ies. T.C. No1Te1nber 168 r. Ahvays 
given for Scpten1bcr'!I \\áhie h is cJ.:trctncly unlikclyT According lo the prologue 
of T!Je London Cuckolds (definitely by 22 Nnrcn1Ler 1681 - L.C.)) the rhea-
trees did not reopen until btc October-!:::: (i'\if ichacln1as Tenn began 24 October 
that yc.ar) r 'r'hough ShrL<h,¥elrs qu:uto is dntcd uS82 ~n e:;i rl i~r pn:n1icre is 
ic1dicntcd. Ji'ron1 :111 epilogue ref C"rcncc to T!Je Spm1islJ Fry{r.r (playing \Veil in 
spring r68i) nnd the rtbtivdy long st~nd~rd fopsc oonn~l jn 1680 ~nd 161:11, 
a prcrnitrc in 1\1.1.tách-June r681 secn1s most likdy. 

( 51) A noná~ 111r. 1,urbulent. Advcrrisc<l in tht- árrue Prote.'i:tant J\1 ej¥cury 
4--8 Fcbnwrr I 6Slr A. Bl\i[ copy an l'dS dnte of 2 7 Jariuar_y- pre~un,ably 
nn acquis[don date. Thus the usuJl dr1ting of J ~nunry 168;;: is very tl 11 likdy. In 
typci lhc pby bdongs ,, áith such politicft! prodnt:tions ~s Sir Bn.nurby lVhigg 
and The R oundbends. Octohcr i 68 1 as n rc:1son:1hk gllcss. 

(5 2) Durf cy,, 11hr lnjur,d l'rin.,css. T.C. iHHáh l\'l ny ;t1H1 N ovcn1 ber r 682. A. 
copy in the Library of Co11grcss is dr-itc-d 7 July ( prcsunrnbly .u1 acquisitton 
cbtc). á f be double-1 '.C. entry suggests to 1J:s rhilt the phy n1ay not have ap-
pe:1red in print by the tjn1c of irs initi~ l Hsting, ::ind so ,vns rc-cntcrc-d. A four 
111ont h hpsc is: corrn-11011 tlrnt sprjng, so Jtchruary or i\-"forch 1 6H2 is a likely time 
for the pi-cn1ierc. 

(5 J) Or\vay, 1'/Je A tbeist. Advcrtisrd 8 Augusr 1 68, jn The Observntor; >r.c. 
No,;,..-cn1bcr; t. p. cbtcrl 1 68+ (~en er:i l!y grven for July, but if pub1ic:.'ltlon had 
occurred by early 1\ugust~ the 2-4 tnonth fopsc conu11on rn 168 3 \\'ould suggest 
a pr{'-r11icrc by _A.prjl or ]\álay r683. 

(54) T:1tc, Cuckolds Hn1.re11. Licensed 14 August 1685i 'I'.C. Novcn1hcr. 
Tbe Loudo11 Stage guc.~~cs at J uiy 16S 5 "1 f it did not appear before rhe death 
of Charles Tr.~~ -,1:3 I-Io\\áevc:r, fron1 rl1c prologue (and A1S notes in the Librnr)l'" 
of Congress copy of the 1685 qu:Jrto) ,ve c;in definitely confirm the July d:ue. 
árnc prologue ref crs ro l\:lonn1out h's Dccbr:Hion rifler liis landing ( 1 1 J unc); 
to the 11scyl11~n1cn't ,vho fought for hin1i and to the '~fin:1 l Rouf 1 of j\.f onmouth's 
forces (6 July nt Scdge111oor). 1\ n1id to late July prcinicrc is csscnlfaH_v certain~ 
nnd co~1f on11s to pubiicfltio1\ norrns. 

(5 5) f.khn, Tbe LucJ:áey Cb,r11cc. Licensed 2 3 A pri I r 686; S.Il. 8 l\ál:.1 y. Tbese 

f' or r.onfirrJqdon, see Drydcnts nc,v prologue for fl rcTival of Lee's 1l1 iJ bridm r.s 
( OcLobc::t J fiH ! ), fqirirnc-d in AutnT 1'1cU YViley-! R..,-,re r rolo gnt:J mu/ EpilogueJ" 
164:z-. 1700 ( ,940; rpt. PC)rt \ V:t5hlngron: Kcnni~:a P1ác-s~, 1970 ), pp. 43-45. 

"!1. Charks II died 6 February. The theatre.~ rcm;.1inc-d do_i;cd until 2. 7 A 1,ril (Lut-
tre1lt ~¥Di:i ry"); l\áI ay s::iw the 1)rc111i~re of Sir Courtly /\,Tice .:ind J L1ne Albion mid 
Alb,mjur~ 

r ' 
I 
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entries arc probably close co first pcrfornrnnce,. but nnt to actu-nl puldicr1.tjon, 
slt1ce ( n) the pby does not n ppcar in the á r .C. until February , 687; and (h) 
Susj_nna Percival, \\'ho played DJil.11:ili ;~ ltsted in the cnst ns iV1rs. L\á1ountf ord, 
nnd she rnanájcd 1\-lountf ort 2 July l 6S6. l\. prcn1ierc in April 1 686 j~á likely+ 

Only t,vo cnscs in this decade fnll into the exceptionally long cat-
egoryá. 

L.¥ ¥ 

(56) Lee's The Pliuce.ss of Clcác}e is a 1:cal puzzle. Reference to the dc,lth of 
Rochcste1T ( 2 6 July l 6-So) pbccs [t jf ter th~t d11tc C1Cnunt Uosfr/ore) is deadá'). 
Thon1:1s F anncris 111us~c (Ilivl .l\dd. i\:lSS. r 9 l fl 3 191 S 5) is dated December 
1682. Publicadon l\'aS not until 1689 (adrcrtrscd i]nd ár.c. J\-1rry) - gap of 
7 to 9 ye~ n-;. Perfornrnn{.:e prcsun1nb!y occlirrcd bcnvccn Scptcrnher 16P.o and 
Dc-ccn1bcr 1 68i.. The rrJson for dd.ly in publicat1on 111:1y ,v-cll be the scand~ lons 
(nnd sonu~tin,t.>s unflattcrjng) rc[crcm::cs tu Rochester. E\tCn after his death, 
such nttncks ,verc dJngcrous, as Cro\vne found to hi~ cost \vith City />of it iques~ 
for \\áhich he "\vas cudglcd on \:VcdncsJay hst in St 1\álnrtin1s L~n\c . T ¥ [and] 
hec tbjt be:1t him sJ [d hce did fr ;1t the suite of [i ,c., on bcl1~ If of] the End(: of 
Rochr-srcr s-on1c tinlc sinc-c dcccris-cd .. vho \\~as greatly HbGsc-d in the pby for his 
pen ctc11< .. á:yá &c. p ¥1~ 

( 5 7) The ot:hcr ru101n~lous cnsc 1s l\1ountforfs The Life mid Death of Doctor 
Faustus tlfttde into a Farce. Prcn11crc<l in spring 1688,áHi it \\'as not priatcd until 
the occnsion of tbc LIF rcviYr1! of 1 697. This deb.y fits the p~ttcrn of cas.ual 
trcauncnt of actors1 plays.! cspcciri Hy adapt;1tions. 

Several prohlcn1~Hic~l (\1scs ,v j] l repay consideration. 

( 5 8) Cro\'-ánc, 'Tháy csteJ. 1'.C, J\á1ny 168 r. LuttrdPs copy of the play is dntcd 
z 5 A prH ( 1681). Frofn publication N1co1l csdn1atcs a premiere in !'darch l 6-S r 

- too fate for this pc1 jucl. 1-l{n\'C.\'crt J olu1 l-f ::1rold \\'ilson C'Si:x llcstoratto,i 
Pby-D~tes,1) suggc-sts ~\tlrch 1 6So f ron1 pro]oguc references. If correct, this 
,\áould make the fa.p~c nbout a year~ c.:ontribllting to tbc picture of sudden in-
crease in srnndarn lapse around this ti1nc. 

( 59) Sa.uutkrs, Tan1erlane the Great. T.C. ivlay t 68 1. Acted before Charles 
l r at (Jxford Ou I 9 tvlan.:h ( NC\YdigiltC Ncwsh:trcn,). A 1)1 r prod L1Ctlon heforc 
f\t, rch is J tk-ely. 

( 60. 61 J 6i) Behn. '.f he Roundheads. Ad\Tcrtisc<l 2-6 F cbruary I 682 in Don1es-
ticJ.: lntclligcnc:c and 1 á.c. February. Angry denunciation of a jury ,~crdlct of 
''Ignor!ln1us' 1 ]s usually taken (right]y, ,vc believe) to indicate n prc1nicrc shortly 
o.f tcr 24 N ovcrnbcr 1681, "'hen Shnf tcsbury \\1rrs f recd. '"J'he rt,i,ultant pl1L lica-

-i: See J\1ontague Sumn1er:":i> T/Je I'Jaybourc of Pepys ( 193 5; rpt. Ne\\á \Tork: Hu-
UH'tnidc-s Prc~s1 1964), pp. 300-3ol; J~1n~s SuthctlanJ. E-nglisb T...iter~1ture of tbt L('te 
S C'{JenJcentb Century ( Oxford: Chu en don .Pressi n;69), pp. l43-144. i'1 orric.:~ Entry 
nook:, 2 7 Jann:try r 6fh/J~ cited in Tbe Lm1dou Sta.i;c, p. 318T 

Sec Robert D. Humci i~árhc Date nf J\1ountfores 7'be Life and /Jeat/J of /Joctor 
Fr.ustus/' [ nrthcuiHing i[I Arcl.iiv f iit t:.for Srudirn11 der 1'¥.1caereu S/)HH..-'bni. 
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tion 1apse ,votlld be short, but not abnonnal. Hov,'ever._ care n1ust be eir.-ercised 
in ni;;ing i'ignonuuus' 1 n . .:fcr~ncts for cbdng pLJrposes. Rnvcnscrofr's T/Je Lou-
don Cuckolds (by 21 Novt.""mbcr J-681 -L-.C.) hn~ ~uch refcr~ncc.s jn its epi-
logue. That p1ay ,áras also -entered in th~ T.C. jn Fcbru:1ry 1682, bu-c ,vas prob-
ably premiered in late {)ctohcrj ~s the prologue rt' f crs to the i\1 ichadn1as term 
(starting 14 Oc(obcr) and the r-copcning of the theatres for the fa!l. As ~n ex-
planation of the uignornHHJS~) rc.f crcncc~ ,vc cmt note tlrnt on 1 8 October 168 l 
Luttrcll':s '"'"Oiri ry 11 reports r1 n i'"ignoramn={:-verdkt in a sjn,ibr casc;H_. J\-"1 rs. 
Behn's 'l~be False Count js. :1nochcr play ,vjrh such "ignoran,us'' references. 
Luttrclrs purl'hn.se copy of the qu:1rto is lfotcd 17 Dccclnbcr l68 r; , 1nn Lc-nncp 
n1jsrakcn lr it1fcrs a premiere ftr-r 24 No\TCrnher. Octobe::r i~ the fa test l ikel r 
prc-niicrc d:i:tc - rind cvc!l dicn the b psc is veryá shore. 

( 6 3) Lncy1 .)~ir I J ercules nun ()()JI. ,~.c. 1'111hnTen1bcr J 684. L\1ico] I gnes.scs ;-it 

Scptcn1hcr prcrnicrc, hut LuttrcJ] d.-ttcd Jds purcbr.sc of prologue :.ind epilogue 
4 J unc 1 684. S,m1n-ters and the A'ltnals hypothl'size nn originfl l production c. 
i\1a r 1 68.z.; L~cy died rn Scptc1nhc r 1681. Dut the c;1rli er dace c~ n prob;,bly be 
dism ,ssed: the presence of .lo Hny11es in tht: Cf'!St suggests fl perforr11;111ct nftcr 
Lál1e full unioil of rhe t \\'O con1p;1nies jn No\~cn1ber 168:L Hence the prc1niere 
,v~s probrthlr c. r J unc , 684) \':jrh nonnnl puhl1cntion bpsc. 

( 64) Dryden, A lhiou aud A lbnuius. .P rcn1icre 3 J nne r 68 5 (I ... C.), and ~p-
parcnt1y published 11lrnost sin1ufr3ncously. Advcrtise:d in T/.Je Obscn . .,¥11.to;á 8 
June. lvhdone reports 1\áIS (fate fron, Luttrell of 6 J unc - -eyjdc.ntly r or pur-
chase-of the tcxr.-n (G rabu's nn1sk \\'flS published n~áo yc~rs brcr, licensed 
t; j\ál~ n:h 1 6S7.) Tbc cxpkrn11tion of stu.:h ~jn,11 lrnnc~ty 11ndo11htcdly ] Lt.s in the 
<ld,aycd prod uclion; possibiy nlso in the genre. Dryden ,vas expecting 1icr-
f orn1ancc the previous fo H; rehe;, r.s:i ls ,\áere i[1 progr~ss hcf ore. r J anuflr_y 1 685. 
Ch-arksts death hailed the production bcf ore an ~ntk~ pated F ebnrnry pr-en1ierc. 

The 1690s 

Of .son1c t 3 o ney¥,.r ph1.ys in this decade, nbour 7 o ( or n1orc than half) 
have to be dj rcrl rn ri re 1 y f ro111 puh I icarion - the highest proportion 
yet, ~1nd sohd tcstin1ony to the in1port~ncc of rt sound basis for )udg-
n1cnr. Ji~or li1 nitcd periods~ t\,~o f rcsh sources supply he] pf u] inf orn1~1-

tion! Peter J\-lottcux' Grutlc11u11,,s Journal and a l.1\vsuit invo1ving l .1~u.ly 
Penelope l\Jorley. 1~hc Gc11tle'lnfl1/s Jourual appears (ronghiy) nionth-
Iv fron1 Januarr 1692 to Novcn1bcr l 694. 1\-Iottcux con1n1c11ts r,,ndon,-
l}r on recent pTlays and play qu~rros~ supp1ying rough ci:1tcs for n1any 
prerni~res and pub]icntfr)ns.á1~ The ;'Vlorlcy Ja,\ásuit yielded a list (re-

N~r-cissus L\lttrc:ll, 1J fl fief fl frtorical R.cl.-!tion of Stt1tc Aflirirs~ 6 ,áols. { O.\ford: 
Uri in: r~ity Prct;:S~ J 8 57 ), I, I 3 7. 

-1; S-ce Hugh l\-i~cdonJ]d! J ohu l)rydc11~ A Ilililiogr'1fdJJ (()_i,,:ford: Chrc:ndnn Pres~, 
1 ? 3 9 ) , p. ii 7 

E.g."!' H"\~/.; ha'i.'c-had .1 new Comedy this fast rnonth~ Cfl H'd T/Je JVh¥es R:xettHe'] 

j 
! 
l 
I 
I 
) 
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printed by I-Iot~on) of 108 dntcd pcrf orn1anccs bct,vccn 6 Nuvcrnher 
1696 and 9 J unc 1701. \~V-ithout thc:sc t\vo sonrces, daring plays in the 
nineties \VOU I <l he a desperate 1 n1si ness i nclee<l. 

The n1ost crucinl f net to note for the ninctjcs is lhc ~hrupt rcducrion 
of stnnd~rd tin1c t1 psc to publication, '" hich fa 11s to about unc 1nonth. 
_ 'T'he ch~nge ( docun1cnted bclo,v) conics ,v ith such startling nhruptne.ss 
nnd co111plctencss thnt Gll extrinsic explanation n1ost needs he sought. 
A. possible contributing f3cror (at least) is not h~,rd to find. The history 
of copy right b \V is n n1cssy business, but the crucial facts are sin)plc. 
Upon his ncccssion J a111cs I I vigorous! y rcnt\\'cd the Act of t 6 6 2 l ,v hich 
]./.Estrange cnf ur.-.;c<l ,v ith en thusinsn1. The Revolution of 168-S brought 
~bout a Yirtunl ccssa tion of copyright cnf u1~ccn1ent. l-f ent:e by 1690 
bolh authors and printers had cxccl1cnt rcnson to h11stcn a \Vork into 
print . .,i~ 

T\vo interesting doc;un1cnts f ro1n the njncrics suggest, rcspccti,1cly~ 
the speed \\¥jth ,vhich pnbEcntion could be acco111p!ishcd, ~nd the proh-
lcrn this ,vas felt to pose for a theatre con1pn11y. Durf ey}s Loávc for 
,l1our;r ,v~s p~aycd jn 111id~Jann;.1ry 1691 according to a contcn1porary 
lctttr, and " 1~s published r~lthcr F;lo\,ály for it~ tin,c. not being a<lverrjsed 
untii 6-9 .A.pril ]ll the London Gazette c.r.c. iVlny) - k1. psc of llC<lrl y 
three n1onths. ,,,rt kno,v, h(nvevcr, th~u the i\:!S of the play \Vas dc-
livcrc<l to rhc publisher, Abel Roper~ on ?6 J\ilirch for a pro1nised price 
of £ i o/ 0 Thus the puulh.;ation proc:cs~ secn1s to ha\'C occupied less 
than t\VO \veeks. \ 7 ery n~nurnily, n cautious theatre n1~nager like 
Christopher Ilich 111lght guess that the :1vnihlhilit_v of a printed text 
\\'ould ditninish a pln y's initial run. F-:lcncc in :1 contract signed 2 9 
October 1696 bct,vecn Ilich ~nd CJbbcr for Cibbcr's 1'V ounnl's ll 1 it 
,vc find the folknvingá clause: ''And th~ said lVft' CiLbcr is ro lu1vc the 

[sic] {' .. J inu:1ry~~ u'J9i). nA ])111~.e ~nd nu Dukc 1 being oft(¥n ncu:d now, ~rul .i,;;e(ll"t:t-, 

ls reprinted~ with the addidon of a curinus Pre foe~" (';January'~ 1693, hut :lcn1;1lly 
issued in :\-brd1). Unfonun;:-irdyt the journal did not hold to r. strkr :schcdttlc, ~ind 
the rda,ion of its f a-r..:c d;nc to the calendar is crrrtti(;. 

u Prc<lc&"id-: ,.... YVaod C'Piratc Printing in th~ XV lll Century/' f\! utc:s -11nd 
Queriesj CLlX [ 1930], 381-l8~. 4ou-403) c-xnggcr.ltcs in saying fl.atly thrtt "trt 1 690 
... these Liccn~ing fa. 1tV!:i hpscJ.)~ ~rc:£:'.hntc-allr, d,c Act r:.1n to J691, and ,v:ls c.xtcndcd 
in v~tiou~ \.vays until i 695. 1\t the end of d,at tin1ti, ( ~nd until the copyright Act of 
1 7 ro) books had no solid kgal protC(:tion. (Sec Frank _i\rthur ~rl unuy, I'nb!isl)ing 
omf Rool:selliug, 41h cdr1. tLondon: Cape1 19;611 pp. 1 :P.-I }.J¥) llut ba$ic~Hy the sit-
u:nior1 becan1e chaotic once L'E.s.;tr:ing~ \~á:::is c.kápnscd. 

e-0 See D. YV, S::inva!lc, 1~Tho1n.1s iYUrfcy~s 1L0Yc for i\1oncy': A Biuliogr~phlcal 
StlHly/1 f..:ibrnry Cbronide. XVII ( 1950 ), 71-77. 
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sole llcncfitt of Printing-such P]ay But he is not to suffer it ro bee 
Prinre,l rill a n1onth next Jftcr it shall hcc nrst .ic.:te(l.'' ta Ohviuuslv Rich ~-
"'":1 ntcd '1 clc:ir n1 onth. 1 ... hc prjntcd play ,vas nd vcrtiscd 2 o-i, iVJ n rch 
1697, and ,vc nn1st suppose thJt it had been acted hy 1ni<l-Fchru~ry+ 

--rhe crucial thing to deduce f ron1 the Rich-Cibher conrractl though~ 
js thnr pu blj c:1don Jess tl1 an ~1 rnonth af Lcr prcn1icrc had bccon1c a ,Tery 
rt:1~l possibility. 1áhis is nn astoni~hing rcvcr~al of thirty years of settled 
practice. The thoroughness of the change is ~1ppnrent in the "nornial'' 
cases, ,vhich f oJ1o,v. 

[ 1690] Cro,vnc, 1'be Eáuglisb Frier (4-5 \\'eeks); Dryden, Aáu1pbi-
tryou (up to a 111011th) I-I~nTis~ Tbe 1llistnkes (up to 2); [ 1691 J l)urfcy, 
llllssy n'J A111bois ( c. , ) ; 1Jurfcy, l..:rJve for 11,J oucy ( c. 3); Southerne~ 
Tbe 11'ives Excuse (np to 2); r I 6921 Brady, Tbe Rfipe ( 3); l)rydcn, 
(~leou;cucJ ( 3 \vce ks); Rii 11 croft, Henry JI ( 3 ,vceks); Hl{ ivcrs/' 11.be 
])árritor (up ro i n1011ths); Settlct 1\bc Fairy Q11cc11 ( r "'eek or Jess); :i~ 

Sbad\,1<:H. Tbe 17 oluntecrs ( I 111011th); r '693] Congrcvci 1,he Old 
Rat Cb {3} 0 llr ( [ 'vcc 1<) ; rt3 Cong r CV e, Tb e n ()1/ h 1 e n (:{1 I er ( C. I 1 n O Il th) ; :J ái 

Durf cy, 1,be Ricb1;1011d H ei n.~ss (up ro t ) ; I-Iigdcn, T be l17ary T-f 7 id o-v) 
(up to 2) ; Po,vcB, A V' ery Good lV"if e (up to :! ) ; Sotl thcrne, Tbe 
1\illht _,; J..,nst f>rayer ( 2 \vccks); \\'right, 7~/Je f'c11u1lc 17 crtuoso"J .( ( 1 

rnonch) ; l 1 694] Cro,vn~) 1,be A-1 ar-ried l5eau ( c. 6 \Veeks) ; Dryden~ 
J .... ovc Triln11pbrr11t ( 2 n1onths); Durfey~ r andá 2 Dou QuiT,,ote (c. 1 

111onths r~c.:h) ; J{.i vcnscrof r1 The Crtuterbllt)" (iue sts ( c. 2) ; Settk\ 
The A'lnbitious S/rr;.Je (3 ,vccks); Southcrnc, Tbe r~ntal 111arriage ( r 
HH}nth) ; [ 1695] Ila n ks~ C...,yrus tbe Great ( ll p to six n1on ths); 15~ Con-
greve, /_,ove for J~o1Je ( c~ 1 ,vcek); [ r 696] Cihheri Lo-v/s Lnst Sl.,if t 

~t l~hc contr,1ct is l'cprintcn by 1'; icnU~ I, 3R 1-382.. 
:;~ Pn . .:m~cn~ : i\hay (LutrrcH 'LDfaryH); ;"ld,á. Londuu Griz-c11r 5-9 !'day. This sl,ort 

bp:jc ( pulJl ic:Hton Jtl:l}'" 1ctu.1Hy cojnc-id c ,\á1th prc1nitrc) continues the p:-1.ttcrn of 
f :.t.~t publi~:1don of opt:rns. As usu:.] fnr opern, 1)roduction w.1s :s]o..,..,': the \nHák W:J.S 

entered h1 the S.R. :"!S fniá b:H . .:k is 2 N O\"(árnbcr r 691. 
:;:.i Prcn1icrc b- 9 i\-brch~ esrn.bH:;hcd from ., lcttc-r. (Sec rhc Lisn1ore P,~pcrs, N-a-

tiunnl Liht(\ry of l re]m1dt E~rl of Cork 11nd Ilur!ington to 1i rs ~gcánt1 HLondon] i\'1~ rcb 
1 1 Hf92. ~1 [ i.-c.1 J 693]:;. 1á1untington Filc1, ."l c 5.) Tl1c work \,áas ;-u.hácnái~cd i 3 i\ b.r-eh, 
but Lu trrcl]1s co~jy is dated the I oth. 

:;i J-1 ere we. tind T'J,,c Lundon Su,gc o-i~.er-c.st]mnting tbe nccess~ry tilnc Lwnv(¥en 
prcn1icrc Jnd publicar ion1 irts[~ring on the }Wob:lb.i~it)' of :1 4-6 ,vcct bpse. Hut gh ár::c1 
O[lL~ wl'..!ek for Co11grc\ác's :first pby, this scc-111s unre::ison:)l¥Ie. 

árh is. app:1 rent Ty ~low pub] ic;1tion me\)' rd.,.tt:cl to Il-;:ints\ consistent drffi1;::ul-
tirs gcning his work acu~d .,nJ pdnted jn tl,c. nintth:á:-,;, Cf. T'be hnwccnt U surJ,-ct, 
rc8.d)' for 1itárformnncc in April 1692 an,d ll,uu~cd ( Geurloi"J.1u.,s .l oun;.1!); dcdk~Hion 
cl a red 5 Octola~r r {i.93; T.C. J ww 169-1, 

¥ I 
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( , 111011th), l:Iopkins, 11.l e glected T1 hátue ( c. 1 n~onth ? ) ; j\ 11 ortcux1 Tbe 
Loves of 1lf11rs and T1 enus ( 1); ~i, Pix, Tbe Spanish lT1ives (2); R~vcns-
croft-i The A11atou1irt ( l); \l anbrugh, TJ.;c l{elapse (5 ,vccks); f. J 697] 
Congreve~ 7.,/.1e A1011r11ing Uride ( 3 ,\Tc ks); I)cnnis~ A Plot aud fál o 
JJJot ( 3-4 ,veeks); Dr~ke., 1'/Je Sbrn11 Lrn.Dyer (3-4 \vccks); j\ilottcnx 1 

Euro pe1 s Re't)e/s ( 3-4 ,vccks) ; Po,vcHl Ju; posture Def er,tcd ( c. 2 

n1onths) Sctt]c, Tbe Tl' orld in the 111 oon (1naxin1utn possjblc ]apse 
t\vo ,vccks); t"ti Pix, Tbe Ju110Den1 Jii stress ( c. 1 111011th); r: r 698] no 
c~scs; [ 1699 J Boyer, A r.bil /er ( c. 5 ,vec ks); l)c nnis, / pbigcnia ( 2-3 
\Vccks); Farquhar, á1~/Je Constant Couple (c. 2 ,vccks); I-Iopkius, 
Frieud sbip hn proved ( 3 n1onths) ; [ 1 7 oo] 1 'Betterton/~ H cntJt l 17 (4); 
Cihhcr, l"'orr.-'c A1akes a 1\i/an (5 ,v~cks); Congreve, T/:Je 1T1 a,1 of tbe 
ll' orld ( 3 \vceks); \T~1nbrngh, ] .. be Pilgriln ( 6-7 ,,reeks); Crauf ordl 
Courts bi p u J Ç !l 1 ode ( 2 \ v cc ks) ; 0} d n 1 ix on, Tb e Gr Ot' c ( c. t n 1 on th 
? ) ; Southcrnc, 1\bc F11te of C1apua (up to 3 ,,.¥eeks); Trotter, L.oáve nt Ç 
Loss ( 5 n1onths) . 

Fron1 this ]ist ,vc can conclude thnt a ]apse of over r,vo n1onths is 
son1crh1ng of r~rity~ \\'hilc one 1nonth is rhe norn1 ~n<l C'vcn ]css is 
gujtc co1un~on .... fhc rc1ntivc con~dstcncy of the lnpsc is especially ,vcl-
con1c nt a tin1e ,vh-cn there nrc so 1nany publication cases~ 

Because in a ]a rgc 1Ha j oriry of cases 1.,he l..~ond on Stage is ns ncc:nrate 
~s possible in cstitnating pcrforn1ancc date f ron1 publicition in this 
decade, ,vc have restricted ourselves to con1n1cnting on half a dozen 
problc111atical or .significnnt. cases"! out of a total of 70 publication c~~cs~ 

. ~otc) ho\\rcvcr,. that early in the decade ]'he f ..... ondo1J ~)'tage tends to 
~110"7 for longer ]apse th:ln n1ay be necessary. And cert~in inc on~ 
sistcncics in entry policy arc confusing. Thus Dilkc's The City Lady 
(advertised 2 1~13 January r 697) js ~'probably first acted not later than 
Dccc111ocr 1 696/' but 17ihncr's Uunaturfll Rrotber (advertised the sn1nc 
day) is listed for Jnnunry. E,,en n1orc disconcerting, l-Iopkins' r,1rrbus 
(advertised 2 2-26 1-\ugust 1 695) is listed for that 111onth; Granville's 
Sbe Grtllants (advertised 2 7-29 Fcbru~ry 1696) is listed under C[Latc 
Dcce111ber'j' 1695. The rcnson for these trivial inconsjsrcncics .sccrns to 
be that T/Je Londou Stage editors usually chose to foHo,v NicoH's 

c.:i O.r 1ess. Por a discussron of .special problems ,vjth this piecci .see rhc genera} 
d¥ ¥ f u n I. l 15CU~510ll O opera u(.': O\.V+ 

~-: In prcp-:1ratlot1 15 June. Ad\ácrt~s.ed in the I'ou Doy z2-:24 June as to be published 
the 25th. _I\~ the third night ~C'enh to lrnvc been 1 July (Post Hoy, 29 J unc-i July), 
public~tion ,i.1'd.S rrob:.1.bly sin1ult;,ineou5 - conttnuing a pattern c1.lreadr noted for 
OjH::l'aS. 
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estin1~ucs if they did not h:.1yrc n hard date. The resulting approxin1a-
r1011.s shon]d not be taken too cxacd_r: they ate fairly sound ,vithin a 
n1onth or so. Publication cases of note follrnv. 

( 65) Dettc-rton, 'J'/Jr: }Jropbctess. _A.rhácrtisc-d in the Lo11do11 G,1ze1tc 12-H:i 

June r 690. but bought by LutrrcH 3 J l1ne. Pre,n[ere .1nd publication prohably 
occurred together ~round tlrnt ti,nc, if the ,táork follo,,Ts n co1Bn1on pattern 
f0r operas. 

( 66) Southcrnc, Sir Anthony Lo11e. A.ssigncd to late Sep(cn1brT 1 690 by The 
London Stage, for 11<1 dis-cernihle re~son. Adv-crtisccl I B-21 Dcccn1bcri ár.c. 
f c bruary 1 6\H; t.p. l 691. .. A 1'.Tovctnber pren1icrc sec1ns likely. 

(67) l)r_rllcn., l{ing Arthur. Ad\'Crtised 4-R June J69r in the London Gn-zette. 
1 f the usL~n 1 pattern for operas 11olds, the prc111ierc ,vou!d have been JU5t 1.1bm.1t 

thii;; time) instc(ul of in A-Ln ... or en rlier. 
(66) Po\vcH (~1darnor), á/1 Ne-1.v Opera; called. nnnui of Alba. The Songs 

~re ~dvc rristd in the T.C. in Novc111her J 696; t.p. 1 697. ThL: dcdi<:nr-i{in (~igned 
by Po\\1tH ar1~l \rcrbruggen) sn_rs "i\álondrry, Octob. 16~ r69.9.') 1'he Loudon 
Stngc>i silcnt~y <:orrecting rhc error in yc\11~, poinrs out tl1~t in October the 16th 
\\ 1 .. ls l Frjlhrr, ~nd concludes tirnt Ncnáe111hcr js 1ncnnt, 1-Iowcvcr, day iu1<l u1onth 
nrc rcs."i ensi,y n1 ist~d-::en rh:111 darr:, ~lnd '\'C suggest that" j\-"I ond~y , 9 ()crnber is 
n1c~nt; 6 fa 9 upside <lo\Vrli nnd the pdntcr hns cxm~tly that error h1 rhc yc~1r. 
H cncc ()ctobcr is tl1c-n1<Jnth of prcn1icrc - and nls-o pnblic:;1tion1 ,\T odicvc. 
The ci edk.ttjon cone-lull ts ~1s the adaptors: ~\\' jsli our sc] vc-s Dcncfacrors on 
JVedncsdn_y i -rn-.d Si1tur.(foy next., th~ visiting [)~y~ ofi á,_(onr Friends an<l Scr-
,T:inrs . . / 1 This suggc-srs that. as is con1111on ,virh o pcrj. the piece ,,,.as printed 
in ~tln111Lá~ of perf ornrnnc..:e, m1d if the third and ~1xth uights ~re to he \.V tdnr:s-
OjY-~ 2 S-O(:tobcr jnd Snturdj)\ 3 1 Octob-er, then the prcn1icrc "áould probably 
be 1'.1on<l:1y the 26th. If this hypnthes1s 1s <.::<)rrcct, the J\-1S \Yns ddivcrcd for 
printing about :1 ,vcek in :, d vance plenty of tin,e for a. hasty p~inring job. 
(For cxan1pk, Di! kc1s Cjty L((dy has a J-cd~cntion signed 1 _1 J nnuary 1 697 nt1d 
is nd,,e rr1scd 2 1-2 3 J j(lU8 l'r in the Post 11 !t1u.) 

( 69) \ Vnlkcr~ Victurious Lo---...r('. A dverti~d in the JJtJSt iHan 19-:1 1 July 1698 
[-not Juncl; the Londou Stage entry is a anontt1 too c:-irly ort :lccount of tlus 
tnn,scription error. Late J nnc is th~ htst gm:~s fnt the prc-n,icrc. 

( 70) Cihbct-1 Ric/Jnrd J 11. The d edkatiot1 is d:ned Febru:1ry 1 700; T.C. 
f cL-ru:1ry l 7uo~ Iio"á-cvcr the piece is fld ,á~rtiscd in the FIJ' ing Posl r 4- 6 .i\álarch 
J 700, as .~-rhis dny is publisbt:"d . I ," árhc scc1ucnr::c i~ utn1.'inill1 and in 1:iC\\' of 
the phty's difficu!r,cs \\áith the censor ( descr;bcd in the dcdic\l ion) 1 ,vc ~ffc 
jnclincd to suppose d11lt Lhc "Late l.)cccr11bcr'~ gue.'1:s-of TJ.,e Londvu St~1ge is 
too ~::ady, \ 1 err prob:1bhá., the piece \VJs pl:.,nnect as :1 cornucr-anr~1ction ro Llfls 

T ¥ -

Hcllry IV (9 January 1700). but ,vns ddnycd until FC'bruar.v. 'finis nrc suspect 
th~t public~tton did not occur ( though pbnned c:.1rEcr) until after th-e appc~r-
.1ncc of tht li.1:iti11g in the Fcbni::nyá T'crJH Cntalo gue. 

Tn :1 f c,v i1Jstances ,vc ha\Tc no pnbUcarion infonn~1tion su(lrcicnr to 
allo,v a decent approxi1narjon for the prcrnierc. S111yrhe (?), H1i11 Her 

i . 
I 
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I 
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nnd 1 ... trl1c l J er ( r. p~ 16 91); Settle, P bihrstcr ( t~ p. dated 169 5; 1.--.C. Jnnc 
l696); llopkins., Bor,dicen (t.p. i697 ); Oldn1ixon, A1nh1tas (t.p. 1698)~ 
Scott:r T be [l1,brrppy 1( induesx ( t. p. 1 ()97). ::i8 

Only three inst:1nccs of anornaJonsly long h1psc nrjsc-. durjng the 
,v hole decade. 

( 71) Cro\\ánc, Regulus. Actccl by c~rly J llnc 1691 ( Geut h.á1Hm/s J ounwJ); 
~d\'crtiscd ~nd 1á.c. Noven,bcr 1693; t.p. 1694. \Ve c1n find no grol1nds for 
the cxcepri onn l de lay. 

( 7 i) Anon., 1"1Ji? F euu,le J Vits-JiD Not printed untU J 704. (The ~npposed 
r 697 cd itfru1 in the l-l untinbrton J ... ihr:1ry is sin1ply r1 cropped copy o[ the 704 
printing.) The presence of , 1crbru~gcl1 ;n the c11st date~ pcrforn1mu:e before 
l J ~nu~ry ¥ 697; ns the phly ~uncks i\á1 rs. j\1nnlcy's ],he R.o;ial A1 isc!Jie[ CJ.\ pri! 
or /vi :1y r 696 )~ thE prcn1 i~r.c ,r:1s proh:1bly that :Stun,ncr or cndy the f oHo,\áing 
fan. The piece fa a boisterous personal ~mcri r (pcrh~lps done n con1nlittee 
cnrcrprisc headed by Jo I Jaynes) ~uJd is a n1ost intcrcstj ng docu1ncnt in tbc \var 
hln,Ftcn the theatres. 1--1 ighly topical ~nd cphcnlcral~ fr ,VfiS not 1nuch of a 
candid.He for print] ng. (The prolnguc nuil epilogue \\'Cre added in 170+ :uul 
have no bearing on the d~1t1ng.) 

( 7 J) \ 1 .1nhrugh1 '[he Country II ouse. Pbyccl hy 18 January l 69H ( 1\á[orlcy 
suit)~ not printed untt! 171 51 dcs.prtc pcrforn1nncc-,, in 1 703 nnd 1 705, A f :1n..::e 
trans lated f ro1n French and used ns jn afrcrpiecc, L he pt,y 1nay "~ell have scc1ncd 
too u nct tgnificci for \ 1 ~nhrugh to " .. ~nt to puhlis.h it.r:D 

T ,vo highly problcn1aticaI cases deserve special consideration be~ 
cause pub]ication data ~re crucial to disentangling their problcn1s. 

( 74) John l)rydcn, Jr.~ '.fbe flusbmul llis 0-?rn Cuch.old. Gi,ácn vy 1 ... f,e 
Londrn1 Stngc for F cbn1;Hy J 6961 ;1 conlpron1i.i;-c rlarc f oHon'ing Nicoll nn<l 
Sun1n1crs. 'fbcrc is no c,,idcncc ,vhatcvcr for tlrnt date. Publication fa: nd vcr-
tistd jn the Lolldon Onzette 9-1 3 J ul_r 1696: fro1H st.)ntfonl puLlication bpsci 
one ,,áould gue."iS nt an cnrly J nnc pr~n1icrc. Th~ con1pkx1tic.s 1 re in the dates of 
son1e Dryden 1ctrcrs. The S,lHcnt facts sccn1 to be these: (a) 15 J unc If.J94., jn 
a contract with ~r on son for the \ 11rgil trausfotion, Dry Jen spc.dfics that hC' js 

t.-=.: Hnt ;.1c:tcd he::-£ otác I J ;:i.tl\Jary 1697 -...vhcc1 \ 1 c-rb1át1ggc:11 \Vent oárcr tn LIF. 'Jáhc 
preface hints :it :1 sun11uer pnlduction 1 but ghácn tl1e habit of prcd::1ring, one: cannot 
even guess '-\'rt1r the puhlicatLOll bpsc is. 

v.¥ See J .. ucyk Hook's Introduction to the Augu5tiln Reprint Society facslrnrJe cdi-
tionl 1967. 

ti) h is ,n1n h noiing rh;)c 'J"bc C(nmlP]' H ous-e is dcfinircty -'11 :if rcrpiecc: it \\Tas 

played that ,v.1y in 1705 and 1 7 l 5' (,vith Yarious 1nain pieces) - and also in 1703, 
though Tbe Lu,tdun Sta gr. docis not say so. Ilut tile <1d \'Cctiscn1ent Jn the Daily 
Courant ( :23. jRmJa~)') ~ctuall y announces a concert "of l\áiu::;jc:l .. hr th~ oc~t j\1 astc-rs . 
. . . ~rD ,dtich ,viU be added a Cocnedy of two Acts only, c.~lk(l~ Tbe Country-
H onw-:T" Pn:surnahly c~rltt!( p(!rforn1r-1n(:c.::.s -,.\á¥ere .sinii1arly doub~e hiHs of son1c sort. 
For ::1: p:aralic-1 e1s:c of non-publicJtiot1 of .l f.ucccssful tr~nshtion of ii. Fn:::n'.:h fr1.rcc, 
cf. the \ 7anbrugh~Congrcn..:-\Valsh Squire 'l'relooby nf 1704 (never printed). 
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free to \\trjte prologue 1 epilogue, and songs ''for n)y son1s phy/l App:1rently, 
ho~vcvcr, Dryden (Sr.) thought little of the eff nrt, and made no 1110\'c to get 
it produced. 4'.(lt "T.as .sent ,nc from ltalJ snrne years since r to trr its f onunc 
on the st:igc ... to confess the. rnnh, I thought it not ,vorthy of thJ.t hon-
our.nm. (L) Dryc:knts preface goc.s on to sny rhat h1s son., annoyed by the delay1 

proceeded to dl'dic~tc the pl~y to his uncle, Sir Robert Ho'l.vard. 1~his de(lica-
tion, pdnted ,vith the pby, is sigr1ed, "Rouu\ August the 2.otbt 1 695. Nc\\'-
Stylc." Ho1v.1rcl1 Dryden tells-us1 then p~u1npc<l for pcrf onn~nrc~ and nrnde hdp-
f u1 rcYlsions j n the pby. ( c) A hout No\ácn1ber 1695., Dryden ,v,1s cxpecdng 
the pby to lie pei-forn1cd ~oon. \, 7riting to Tonson he says: ''\\'ntn n1y Sonns 
pby is actcci 1 in ten~ to tn1nsbtc ngajn.~' Ci> Fron1 this cvidenr.:e! John lb rnard 
hyápothcsizcs ri prcrnicre c, N,náember I 695. "\V C' believe, ho\\'cvcr, t~rnt pcr-
f orn1~ncc ,v.is dcbyc<l (nor uncon1u1on in this pcrioJt ~.spcl'.'iaUy ::it LTF'). ( d) 
On 26 1,1:ty r J 696?] Dryden ,vrjtcs to Tonson nnd i1s-ks [[,~-áhat is the HlOSt you 
,,;,-ill give rnc for my Sonn.i; p!ay1'? (Letter J 7). 03 ( e) "\\\': prcSllIHC th:;i.t the play 
\\'".ls du l)¥ prcrniercd jn J unc 1696 and published in roughly n month, as ,vas 
l1SU:-d. 

( 7 5) i\.lottcux., Tl.1e Island Princess. ...fhis op~ratic re\vorldng of an old 
1~Fktchcr,~ fr1vodtc ( rd ready revi.s~d by Tntc in 1687) is given tts January 1699 
hy Nic:fl fl ~nd Su1nn1ers, estin1ating back a 1nonth frorn puhl i L:ation ( n1a!,;que 

advertised h1 the Post lloy, 7-9 February). Tbc Londou Stage~ hcnvc\ácr, lrns 
potent c,á[cience for perf ornrnncc prior Lo Dtnnis) RhMldo toul Ar111idn ( the 
songs for ,vhkh ,\áere a<l\¥crti~ed in the Flying l'oft 6~-8 Deccn1bc-r 1698). 'fhc 
e\ácd~1u.::e 1s a generally re!1~blc anony1nous p:unphlct, A ( 101upJ1risou ne1-1.vec11 
tbe á1 ,,¥wo Stages ( pu bli.~hcd in spr1 ng r 7oi), \,-hkh srntcs uncqu 1\Toc:1l ly that the 
LTF con1 fKlll)\ upset by Dl....'s succc-ss \vith l\¥lotteLlX] aoper~/' struggled to n1ount 
an opcrutic COtn1tcr-:1ttr:-1ction) "áhich us:urpr~z\l not only DruryrLf1JJe, Lut jn-
derd rill the To,vn.~ no body ever drc~nifng of ~n OpertJ then;~"'' ¥H ln thi~ 
instancci puh1icrition nonns ancl 6rclod conren1pon1 ry source are cont raciictory. 
\\'ith son1l"' hesitnt.ion., "\,.Te \\'ant to á,H'guc ( on the h~sis of f llrt!icr evidence) 
char i11 tl1iS' c~sc the outhor of A Co1;1p11riro11 ]1;lS n1ade one of 11is r.lrc 1njstakcs. 
( a) Linl'.'oln]s Inn Fields de.finitely mounted Rhurldo nud Ar111ida by e~dy 

l;L Q uot~Htons are f ron1 Hl-hc Preface of i\1 r. fJryden, to h;s Son's Ph1y~1 ~n the 
1 (,96 tJUlrtO. 

Tbe Letters of john_ Drycfon, ed. Ch~rlf~ E. \Vnrd ( 19.:p; qn. Kew York: Ai\á1S, 
H)65 ), # 3 5- l~he d::itl~ -of the Jetter has recently been chJ1lengc-d1 :1.nd 1\10\.'l'HJUCf 1-694 
uffcrcrl ( 1\lnrgarct P. lloddy I uDrydcnáLaudcrdalc Rdndo-ns~1ips! Sunn: B,uliograph-
ical otc.~ and -a S11ggc.'-r1on, 1' P!.1ilolo~fr:nl Quancrly, XLH L 1963 ]t 167-"!. 72 ), but 
,v~ud\ dating ha!!: l)ecr1 1iron.:n 6g!1t ( ~L~C John lforn~rd, cLThe Dates of Six Dryden 
Lctnárs,'1 I'bifological Qnnrtc:rlyj XLl I 11963] 1 396-.;.03 ). 

q n~unard áwould Jikc to re date diJs Jetter 1695, bur ,,ác con_i:;idcr ,v~ rd\ nrgurH(!nt 

~rrongcr, cspc-ei::1Uy since Ton~on ~ctuJlly published the pby in early July J ()96t ::i.nd 
one might expect publicJtjon aná;1r1gen1c:CTt~ to Le made ~hortly l)efore the pren1icrc -
espcc[i.'I Uy if the sponsor ,\'as dubious nbnt1t th-c wotk\ incrit~. 

t.l A ContJJ.-rrisoil Bet-iláten tlJf: 1,uo St~,gf's, ed. Stn.rcng B, 1VdJs (Princeton: 
Princcto11 UJliversity Press, 19-fi ), pp . .21~22. 
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i)ecc1nber 1698. I ts Songs \Vere ndvcrth,r<l in the Flying Post 6-8 l)eccn1bcr; 
Dr. \;Vi]Ha1n A glion hy ,vrorc to Prio1á on ., o~ccinher pr~lsing the ,Yor 1~; pub-
Hcation of the \\'ho1c opera v/as. announced in the London G(!zette, 19-2:i Uc-
ct:n1bcr, ln n ku-er of 5 J nn1rnry 1699 i\1 n. Barry rl:port~ its [[pretty good 
success.'~ c~ Thus fm\ \Ve sec no grounds for supposing th~t LlF ,v:1s panicky 
about an opcrntic succc-ss at DL. (b) Quite on the cor1trary~ l)L sec.ms to have 
Leen <loing poorly that f~ll. Jo l-:l:1ync.s\á cpilog¥1c to F:1n111l1:1r\. L()vc 111td fl 

Hottle ( fot~ Novcn,bcr or e::.rly Dcccn1ber) is rcverd lng. I Ic srnrrs by Lc\,¥j_iling 
the .success of LlF rind rhc potcntfol dcn1~sc of DL, ~rn-.1 s~1ys: 

i~,vhat r'\rtsl i.1:hnt ~1crit ha'"n't \\'C us)d to \V111 ye? ... 
\V l' brought ye llonn Srn .. ¥l.r, Jlarbrr Colals. r tl/ ocking the lar-e singers. 
\Vhcn their l\hdc. ~rhro:1t~ no long~r drc," your J,Joncy, 
Y\lc got ye nn Eunuch's Pipe, Seignior Ra,npany . 
.. i\n ltnlinn now ,vc\,.c got of mighty' Fmne) 
/)0~1 Segh"nu;Hdl) Fide/i . . . 
If he <lonil rake vc, 'fhc-n the J)c\'il tnke hi111.') 

,i 

rF!Je-Lond 011 Stage ( p~ 507) rn 1-.:cs the reference to H 1~uc srngcrs11 to n1c~n that 
J .. o';.,'c ~nd d Hott le fol]o\\'cd the run or 'T/:'ie Island Princf'Sf. Ho,,,cvc:r the opcr..1 
,v;:is a success ( pc-rf onncd n:gubrly right through th~ sprlng), nnd the allusion 
is-to French slngcrs ,vho h~ld no part in the: opcr.1. F!<ldi is 1n1own to have 
givc[1 n co11ccrt 2 Dccc1ub~r. \Ve deduce that Drury Lane ,rffs scr-:1rcl1iug 
-about for ,~oc4i 1 cotu1tcr~attmctio1~s to 1...1 r~s succcssf ul oper;,1 tryjng first 
French sing.crs-) then :1 eunuch) fin;, Uy Fi<lcli. 1 f DL "áanted ro reply in kind") 
t\VO or three n,onths: would be rcq ui red to get an opera together., even ~1 Yeryá 

siniplc one. A hint thnt they áwl!rc st=rrin1bling to do ácxt1ctly th::n is the choice of 
J\áioneux as re\áiser for m1 old sho\v~ 1\s 1hc epilogue con1nlcnts, he "\Yns nor-

n1ally an LIF ,~rrjtcr. f-lowácv.cr, he had 111,1de i :specialty of 1nusicnl nrnsqucs") 
:snn1e of thctn topicl] and qu k:klvá put to{)"cthcr. { c) Ilcginninrr jn F-cbnrnrv 1 699 

¥ :::, b ¥ 

- ,ve find a flood of ad rcrtiscrt1trn.~ associ:1tcd ,,,Ltb iVi oncuxl opera - [Hld on this 
basis áwe -e:onj ecturc a pn:n1icr-c: du ring tbc first "'\n.:ck of tlrnt 1nc}nth. On 7-9 
f ebnmry the 1nasquc is: ~dvertised in the liost Boy. \ 7 ery prohably this ,vras 
tiined ne.;1r the pren1icrc: such ,vas /\ál otteux' prrecricc ,vith other operatic ,vork~. 
Another advr.rtiscnH~nt :1ppcnrs 14-l 6 Y~bruarr áwith tht2 note: "r1J ii is nott-1 

p,nf o-nuing ritith grent nptJ/nnse)' r irallcs :id<lcdl, T,vclávc songs '.ll'C advertised 
9-1 1 Fcbn.rnry, and agr-iin. 1 6-1 8 :1nd 2 3-15 Fehrunry; 7-9 i\'1 ~rch the songs and 
db logues are ad,Terdsed Bcngr~ven on Copper pbtcs." ""fh.c sn~nt (foy tbc nperfl 
itself js-published and jdvcrtlsc<l hl tbc Fl)' ing Po-st. The 1 8-2 J i\tarch Post Boy 
announcts i1 ,.{Con1pkat Instructor to the l 1"1ute'1 bl."lscd on tl\c tu1\CS ' 1in the /art 
"l\1 MV O pcra, the Jsfand Princess" [ 1talics added J- In the tern1,nology of the 
tlrne] this l~st nclvcniscnlcnt (-and the one in the I'lying Pon,. ,~1hich uses the 
Sarne phrase) st1áongly jn1plics thnt The Island Princesi is the 1nost recent n c,v 

ll:, ~-L A. Sh~rnuer, u A Letter from i\1 rs, Ilarryj n Library C!Jrouicle,, xvár ( J 950) l 
46-49. 
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opera --- Le-., it docs uot precede Ri})a/do rrnd Ar7nida the previous )o.Jovcn1bcr. 
(d) "l'hc kno,\án pcrforn1ancP-s drnt scjson nl"e 7 Ji'ebru:ir_v, l5 ~L1rch1 nnd 29 
April. rr 0 find Lady Aálor1ey nttendtng tbc piece in Fcl,nrnr_\' c1nd i\ larch ( but 
not in No\'en1bcr-Uccc:n1ber-J nnuarr~ \\'hen .she 1w,1s attending pbys) js nt k;1st 
suggcsl"i \'C. ( c) On 2 FcLru:uy 1699 Dr.rd en ,vrotc to j\álrs. Ste,vn rd ~~bout 
~'t,\'o hmpoons htd r mfH.--lc . . _ rhc Poc-n1 of the Conf edcratcs soinc think to 
Le I byJ l\¥[r. \:\7al.~b .... ]f you do not undC"rSt1lnd the rt1nu..:8 of sonic persons 
mentionld I cr.n hdp you ro the kno,\ákdgc of the1n.', c;ri 'fhis pocn1, "l.he 
Con rcrkrntc.s: or the first 1-1 rrppyá 1)::.y of the lslt1nd Princess/, appears in Poen/S 
ou A j]"c,jr.r of State ( i 703,) :uid is r. J\1oC"k-hcroic ilCC0ll tlt of the \v~, l~ lH..:t\1i.'e~n the 
p h, .\' houses in ,vhich !'áIottcux1 opera is saEd ro be: n ru ry L:1nc1's. S1l 1n1tion. 
Oh,ájously the pocn1 "T:1.s highly topic:11: prcsun1:1b1y both the poem ~nd Dryá-
dcn's con11nenr f oUcnved closely tipo[1 tht' prcn1ierc. ( f) J n conclus1on~ the 
ckfi nrtc recorded p(' rf onnm,ccs 1 n Vebrnary, J,'1:-trch, mH..I A prii, D rycien "!-s 1ctrcr, 
mu:1 the grc-:1t flurry of publishers) ~d"crtiscn1c1ns in Ti' ehru~uy and i\¥1::irch k::ui 
us: to helievc that lhc prcnlilár,c of The I !ifo11d Princess OCCl1rrt¥d c41rl y in J7 chru-
:l ry i 699. I ts v<Jgue sectns to h:1.vc hccn consfrkrahle? and cvjdrntl y it spoiled 
I.. lV 1s n1odest success YVJth l~inafdo \vhich niay wdl h~ the basts for j 

sHghtly grirl,lcd account jn .. 4. Co111/Htrjson. \Ve are 111ost reluctant to c-011~ 

t.r~1dict a good prin,ary SOl1rcc, but irs story dots nnt really n1akc intcrnJ I 
sense. ,:vc arc told there lhat the t\l'O open~s nt.1.rJ.: ¥ ~the grcllt árurn '' in the 
rl:1:rlu1uses, f ortutlC"S. Ilut fls A Co1uj,:lriro11 tcHs the n1!c~ l) I.. succeeded ,vith 
The J s!and Prjncesi ( in Novcn1 bcr nt t:nrlicr~ "ác inust deduce). I-I urt hv th[s 
success, L] F :1llcgcdly then got up R iui1Jdo, ,vbic b also succccdc<li rhough not 
for ~s long ~Pi ,va.s hoped. This is :1 \ácry inco1H.:lu~ivc story~ =ind one n1hnving 
LIF only a lmre nHmth to JHOlUll jts cou1Hct~attn.1cticm. Far 1norc probab]y, 
LIF n1~dc a sp-cci:i:1 effort to put on an opcr~, M1ccccdrd 1d th fr, and then ,,áns 
crushed to fl nd ~t.s nuJdcst success topped btcr in the \\'inter hr the rr1un1pl1 
of J\ál()tr-cl~..\, patchy but popu lnr s-h0\\'. 

At this point ,ve n1ny uscful1y turn back to consider the special pat-
tern for oper~ ,vhich hc1s cn1crgcd .in the course of this survey. Operas 
tc11d Lo get printed excrptiou:illy-quickly, even sirnultaneon~ly ,vfrh the 
prcn1iere (J}rycl1r, Albion r!11d Albnnius, Rrutus of A lhiT). A reL1tcd 
phcnon1cnon should be noted: pub] icntion of ]1brctti for ~udicncc use~ 
J. Ga 1\áfcl\-I ana \\'JY cl i scovcrcd that n p~unpldtt of S'ougs and /l1nsques 
in thc""Tr.1npcJt ,vas di~tributed ro J)orsct C~ardcn audiences at the 1674 
1 'e111pest. ~, A n<l Charles I-J ay\,áood h~1s sho,vn thnt Drury Lane in11tatcd 
the practice ,vhcn Jt staged Ouffctt's hnrlc:sc1ue of that sho,v, Tbe 

i;~ ,v~.rd! # 7 3. 'V nrd n1csd~1rc_c;; thts lcncr l 7-ou. 
t, ~'8ongs -and J\1 :i.~qucs in. Tbe T,rupcst, 1

' Tbctrtrc Ai iscclfony: Si.\á l'ieccs co11uec,ed 
'i.ititb J be SeááucntccntlJ-Century Stage [br dhá-..:rs lunds], LlHtre!l Socir.ty Rcprrnts 
No. 14 ( Oxford: Ilbck:wcll, 1953), pp. 7 r-96. 

I : 

i ; 
i 
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1l1ock-1~e~11prst.c8 (1.'he [_,ondou Stage does nor nlenrion either in~ 
st::incc.) 1~hc <1uick pri ntjng of rhc songs in Cirt:c ( 1677) snggcsrs an 
attcn1pt to ha\"rc them av~iktblc during the initi~l run~ conccivabl y for 
sale at the theatre. Like the sep~r~tc printing of prologue ~nd epilogue, 
song~ arc often printed before a p]ay or opera. l"hc practice gro"'S 
in the ninctics.0~ Thc1r avji}nbility in the theatre rcn1ains largely a 
n1attcr of speculation., but sonic hits of evidence nrc snggcsti vc. I) is-
tribution of printed n1attcr to 311 audience ,vas not unkno,vn very c~rl y 
jn the period - Dryden's hnndout for 1.1/Je Jud inn E11;pcrour ( 1665 ), 
1nnc l~ed in ],be lf ebearsal is a cclchratcd i11stanl:C+ 1 n the early eigh-
tC(;llth century ]jbretti \Vere son1cti111cs given a \~,:ray, son1ctin1cs sold .¥0 

A !Vlottcux production yields cYidcncc of a si1nilnr practice i 11 rhc nine-
rics. l n the pref ace to T be tl oveltJ 'ii ~1 otlcux concludes: '~The fore-
going Lines "=-ere as a Preface to that 1'-lasquc') sonic fe,v 
Copies of ,vhich ,vcrc printed for the use of the Audience, the first day 
of the 1\7 o-vclty's being acted.n This handout ,vas :1pp~rently equi,Trrl-ent 
to those found and printed by iv1cl\1an~nvay ~nd liay.,sood. 

~fherc js also evidence th~t printed copies of plays ,vrrc son1etin1c.s 
sold ~t the rhcarrc - prcs11n1~hly during a rnn, 1f not frorn its out~er. 
l~h11s the Po.rt 1l1a11 of 14~16 Dcccn1bcr t 697 announces that nTo n1or~ 
ro,v ,vill be published The Italian 11 us band. A Trngcd y, acted at the 
Thcntre in Lincoln~ l n n F iclds. By 1\1lr. Ed \V lta,Tens-crof t. l'rtntcd 
for Isaac Clca,Tc, next Scrjcants Inn (Jatc in C:hanccry-hu1c. Tbey ivil! 
be sold t bis cven)ng at t be 1 ... bratre'~ [ itn1ics ::1ddcd]. '"fhis is a str~ ight 
tragedy; to find I\-"Iottcux' n1usical, Tbe J.,,o-ves of Jl,f ars ond 17 euus sold 
at the theatre is less surprising. It ,vns \VJittcn as a co1npanio11 piece for 
l~a\Tcnscroft"s Tbe Auato,ni.,t~ nnd they rrre announced for publication 
together by R. BnldYvin, Post .Jiau, l 0-1 2 Dcccn1bcr 1696 1697). 
l~hc ' 1Songs and I) ialogues'' \,=-ere scpar8.tc\y printed and ~ul vcrtised 
by )01111 l-Irrrc and Jnn1cs 1\'clch (in-strutncnt nH1.kers), f ost lloy 3 1 

p; 1 'Thc Songs ,wrl Afnrque in tlJe 'f'.le1lJ Te~npr:tt: An Incident in the B-Ji::tlc of the 
T\vo 1'hcatrcst 1674t H uuth1gton Library Quarurly t X lX { 195 s) 39- 56. 

{7l E.g., Dill..:e, 1'be Pu .. ,u~uders. Songs adY. 29<P J\-larch I 698; phry ridv. i4-16 
April 1698. 

':'~ L
1Prin[cd books of rhc Opera,, "áere gi vcn to the ~udiencc at rbt prcnl1cni of 

I'yrr1)ur and De-111etrius ( 14 December 1708); cop1~s of Anniuius ,v~rr off ercd =:it a 
shaling cad~ {23 Octohc:r 17I4); in l71 J}L ndvcniscnl free copy of th~ nrnsquc to 
those áwho p.1yed c~ln the: Pit or Doxesi, for V e1ms ffnd Adonis ( r 2 1\-1,uách), See Tbe 
London St.1ge, Part 1, pp. lx,ái-11\,Tii. 

Printecl for Richard Parker ilnd l'ete-r Buck~ u:;97. Ac:hT. l'ort A1 an> 8-10 June. 
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Dcccn1bcr~i Jjntutry 1697 (t.p. J 697). Ho,vcvcr the I-Iuntjngton Li-
brary has a separate printing of the \,áhole piece} jn ,vhich~ in place of 
th c usu a 1 pub lishcr ts co1ophon, "re find: c :r.JONDON 1 Printed, and are 
ro he sold a.t the vl Cá7.V Theatre, in Little LincoluI-lnn-ficlds. 1696.n 
T\'lottcux' pref ace sho\vs thnt he ex pcctcd buy~rs to be a ttcntli ng an 
actunl pcrf or1nancc: "B_y reason of th~ Syn1 phonies and Repetitions 
so1uc J..,ines :1rc left t"lut in the Singing, ,\~ h ich n1ay easily be kno\\ 7J1 by 
the ~\Jarl{s prefix\\ and past Qlter, ,vhcn the 1nusic is pcrf orn11ng.'' 
..!.~notlier such inst~u1cc is ]'he Jllusicrd Eut.ert ah1111e11t s in tbe Trt1ged y 
of ]?Jnnld o Çnd Ar-1nida, reprinted \vith con1n1cntary by I-Icrbcrt 
Oavis,'i~ ,vho sho,,~s th~t Tonson eyjdcnt1y pr;ntcd np the ~ongs for 
sale durj 11g rhe initial run 1 á and then kept the ty pc standing for use in 
printing the \,áhole p]ay. i\1orc jufornntrion ~bout such pn1cticcsl 
sh O\\áing JU intc rscction of pdnting 911d pcrfon11ancc, ,vould be very 
,vclcon1c. 

ln c<H1cl usionl ,ve ,vant to express the hope th~t the results of this 
survey \VHl djsco\1ragc unthinking acceptance of play-date csr1n1:1tcs -
C\Ten in so aurhoritatj\¥c n source as ]'be J...,oudou Stage. Publicalion 
inf or111ation '1!/Ust be us~d in estahl ishing approx11na t-e dfttcs: \\'C hn ,re 
indeed sho\vn that it c~Hl be used \\7irh 1norc exactness rhan h:1s hcreto-
f orc been the case. 'J\vo point~ 1nust never he f orgottcn. fiirstl ~n 
a vcf!1gc says 110th ing about a parricu lar case: lu:ncc e-very cstin1atj on 
fron1 pul)lication is c~a-ctly that~ ~n i,1f orn1cd guc~s. ,\Ic I lope 111ercly 
to h~YC provided a better basis for such approxin1ations. Second~ be-
cause the relation of puh1~cation to pcrforrn~ncc does change so con-
.sidcr~lbly bct,vccn I 660 nnd 1 700, any attcn1pt at itnposing a uniforn1 
pattern is highly nlislcading. icoll's assun1ption that Hp lays ,vere 
issued shortly 1l f tcr their pcrf orn1a11cc.,. ,virh a tendency ro"":1rds a gap 
of r,vo or three 111onths grnd ually narro,ving tO\V(}rds the end of the 
century ~J i~ f~r f ro1n sound. I~Jc ha~ "usua11y allo\,ácd for about 
t \\'O n1onths," adding hopefully that '<cxccptjons . ,vcrc prohah]y 
rare.'): 13 U nf ortunatci y this assun1cd in ps-c is "Usunll y ,,rrong and cx-
ccplions arc anything but rare. ~A..t another cxtre1nc, Sybi1 Rosenfeld 
off ('rs the guess th!-1.t "a plny ,vas usually in print~ f c,v days af tcr Jt had 
hccn per f orrn~d." Of course she ,v:1s ,vorkjng ,Yith publishers' ad-
vr-rtiseincnts, 111 ostl)r in the n 1 nctics, but her generalization fron1 :l hn1-

T L 

..-
2 TL en tr£ -1H i,rt.(Nany (:.;cc note ti7 alH.H"C )1 pp. 99-t 15 . 

..,3 KicoBt It 387-388. 
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ited nun1bcr of cases is cxnggcratcd even for that decade. The editors 
of T/Je I .... 011do11 Stage say sin1ply-that '\vhcn an cx~ct date for the 
pren1ierc of a play is not kno-,vnl it is :1s~un1ed rhat, according to the 
pnlctice f oUo\ved \vith rea~onablc consistency j n the later years of the 
Rest ora ti o 11 th c first pc rf o rn1 zt n cc pr cc c d cd pub] i ca ti on l nsu a 11 y by 
at least a n1onth. l' J\1orc thnn one-third of the nc\v p]ays in this period 
are thu~ dated by n1cans of an 11 ncxiunincd approxi1nation. 1,hc dates 
given in Tbe Loudon Stage nppe~r very solid an<l exact. Hut in fact 
they are nothing of the sorl, and "\Ve hope thrtt this .study ,viU hcl p alert 
scholars to the continuing problcrns involved in <lati ng these ph1ys,.7~ 

~1 '''c O\\'C special tlrnnks to Profcssnrs Shirley Strum Kc:nny, Ed,v~rd A. Langhans, 
Arth11r H. Scouten~ nnd Joht1 H~ rold lVj]son for- generous a<l\.ákc fl.nd ~:titic.:isrn. 
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