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Archibald Cary Coolidge 
and the Harvard Library 

Tf7illirnn He11ti11ck~S111itb 

\'I. THE i\1AN AND THE TRADITION 

.. 

Although the \Vritten record tells much, son1e personal tcstin1ony 
recreates a picture of Coolidge lifc~sizc~ Ar1nstrong has left us the 
i1nage of a 1na.n "of rnedi111n height, squ-arc .shouldered., broad chested,, 
suggesting a usturdiness n1orc to the eye than ic1 fact..u One n1igbt 
djsputc the ci n1cdiun1 height,~} for Coolidge \Vas only five feet six inches 
t~ll., and for his stature perhaps a little ovenveight. There ,v~s il certain 
rotundity to his ,vaist]ine. Ar1nstrong rc111cmbcrcd u '~countenance 
frank and tranquiln and "bluc-b]uc eyes,, ,vhich ('looked at you steadil)r 
,vhether benevolently- or in exasperation/' rather sparse hair brushed 
for,vnrd and fnintl)r parted in the 1niddle and cut short in such a ,vay 
as to gj-ve ' 1an old-fashioned f rjngc effect across his broad and high 
forehead. 1 ,. 24 i:; 

This 1 co1nbined \vith his general physique, gave hi1n a Napoleonic 
look ,vhich sonic thollght he intentionally cultivated. There the re-
.scn1blancc ended~ ho,vcver t and in no other ,va y could this shy and 
kind]y man be thought an in1 pcrial figure. Instead, there ,vas a refresh-
ing quaintness about hin1+ One recognized hin1 ahnost inst-antly ~s a 
unique product of a special envjronment. He had "a ra thcr funny 
,valku \Vith feet turned out (as ,,r. L. Langer rcmen1bered)) ica kind of 
strut/,. his secretary called it 1 but a very quick step and an overly 
straight carriage, almost leaning over back,vard. 247 Coolidge ,vas one 
of those persons " 1110 have n1ore itnportant things to think about than 
the trivia of personal appearance or 1nanners. Yet he could be utterly-
confounded if he caught himsc]f, through his o\vn abscnt~mindedncss., 
,vanting in courtesy or consideration of othersL He spent money on 

~c- Hami]ton Ffa:h Armstrong, op~ cit. (note 109) p+ l 86. 
:.iu Statements of ,v. L. Langer ( 31 October 197 J) and l-lckn G. Po\vers ( 7 

Novc:n,h~r J 9i3). 
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his clothes, yet ncve.r rc~Hy looked ,veH dressed. He \V3S al,vays just 
slightly n1n1 plcd, or his tie in those days of sriff colln.rs - ,vas not 
cinched up nbo\re the stud. I-Te ,vas si1npl y unconscious of such things, 
nnd l..iangcr rc1ncn1bcrs ho,v horrified he ,vas to observe that Coolidge 
rarely if ever \Vore an overcoat even in the coldc8t ,vcathcr 1 although 
al,vnys a hrrt to cover his thinly thatched head as he hurrjcd from the 
library to cl11ss . 

• 
1·'hcrc ,vas also the speech defect ,vhich added to the quaint inipres-

sion. People joked about his inability to pronounce the lertcr R. Ever 
currcnr, ever rcto1d, \Vas his supposed response to the inquirer ,vho 
asked the source of Cooljdgc 1s an1azingly ,vidc kno"rlcdge of the ,vorld, 

1 Oh 1 I \Vend and I ,vc\vcad and I b,, .. u\vsc a\vound.' t 

Sonic of thost ,vho knc,v hin1 \Yell~ ]ike l...ianger, felt thnr the speech 
handicap ,vas a serious ct11barrassn1cnr to hi 111, p:trtic..:ul arl y in lectures 
bcf ore 1argc groups .of .students. ~.rn Yet once the iniria1 conracr ,vas 
passed, the students got used to hin:t and forgot his sorne\V h~it ecccn tric 
n,anner, sensing only his ohvious conHnand of his subject and his fair-
ness of ju<lgn1ent~ respecting his high stand:1rds and rcvclJjng in the 
,vay the subject catne nljve under his guidance. 

There 1vas no doubt that he ,vas at his best at the graduate levcL 
The devotion nnd gratitude of 11 gcncrntion of distinguished scholnrs of 
diplon1atic history attest to thn t, hut he ,v<1s also one of those under-
gr~1duatc teachers ,vho, fathers to]d their sons, ~-honld not he n1i.~sed. 
In his rather dry and straightf or,vard rnanner he had s01ncrhing to sny1 

.::.i.s I·l is nc::phc,\' -and t1M11csakc thinks that the speech pcculiar1ty can be 0Ycr-
~~n11hj~i?..cd. Cc-rrnin]y it 1nadc no lpp:lrcnt d iff e~ence to Coolidge jn his or<lin~ry 
dealings \''~r h people. H c did once tdl hls nephc,,· I hat hr had coJ1 tc1nphncd early 
in Iifo calling hiinsclf Cary r:ithcr thnn A rchihald~ liut he h:ul bten discoiu·::igcd hy 
the fact that h~ had djfl1cu!tv ,vfrh the Jetter RT One fo.rnily kgr:nd :it£TilJ1ucs [0 a 
di t1dhood nurse the hu_i;ines~ or pronouncing R like lV. She 1s ~ald to h::n·c con-
s:ciouBly drilled jnto the fi \'C CooHdge brothers this u1.1nnc r o( spceeh hcc,1usc she 
thought fr elegant - son1crhi11g Hkc the Y a.nk~c affectation of dnJppiiig the firn1l c,gi' 
,vhr:t1 rdldng uf Hfishin\ shoo-tin'. hl1nti n\ and 11othin'.'" \;Vh::;itc,·cr the CflUSCi the 
pecu[hu·fry seems to h::1:\·c had little ctft'ct on Coolidges flrn:~ncy jn Frend1, lZussi<lnt 
Germ:1n, or any other of t11c seYC'n bngu~gcs h~ knc.:\'t ,vcll. ;\ t the tin1e of his 
\Vurtlinc ~'trade n1ission~1 to S\'i.'Cd~n, und~r St::i.t-t Dcpartn1c11t :Ju.spices-:-his ncphelv 
a~kcd him whether h~ spoke s,,·crli.~h. Coolidge replied th:u he ,v.ns rnl-ing a Swedish 
grnmnrnr Look ,vid1 h1n1 n11d pb.nncd to ~t:ndy the b11gu:1ge on the Lioat. HOne 1-.:!l'-!\Y 
pcrf ectly \\'ellt hi_i; ncphcl\' co1nmcnted, ~'th:n he \\'rr~ goh-ig-to get hy ,vith it.'~ ln 
diplu1natk n1~tters he ahvays ·wanted to speak thl: other fcllo,\'\; language because,. 
as he ofren said, ''] \VJnt to be the one \l'hn nnkcs the n1istakes.n (Srntcn1e-nt of 
ArchiL:.:ild C1 ry Coolidgr .. A .ll. 1917, of C~nlbddgc, 1\·J :;-iryfondt 1\~o\·ernbcr I 97 3.) 
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and one of his basic teaching prjnci ples, of ten reiterated, \V~1s, "If you 
notice yonr riUditor.s' attention ,v1tnderingi don\ try· to be eloquent -
thro,v inn date nnd C\Tcryonc \viH jot it do\vn.,i 

Langcr~s first exposure to Coolidge \Va~ jn the hi.II of 1920, \Vith 
th rec other students jn Coolidge~ s rcsean.:h scn1inar on the eighteenth-
and ninclcenth-century history of Continental Europe and_ Asi~. They 
n1ct on the top floor of ,~7idener in one of those roon1s '\vhich I cc1111c 
to think of as the gTcntcst abo111inn tion for Lhcrc \\'as nothing j n the,n 
except the tables and the chairs~ and the roon1s ,vcrc so rcson~nt that 
you could hardly u ndcrsta11 d \Vhat rhc f cH O\V on the npposite side 
of the table ,vas saying ru you. Archy ,v::1s ta]king ahout the \V~u· and 
the pe~cc conference and so onl nnd I ,vas inllncnscly in1prcssed ahnost 
in1n1edintcly 1vith the hu111anity of the 111an. '' \?\7hen the class discussed 
the 1nistakcs of ornission and co1nn1ission 1nadc by the leaders of the 
ti111ci Coolidge '\vas a! ,vays very alert to the circun1.~tances of the case. 
He \You\d say'.I ~Have you thought ho\\~ little sleep those n1cn ,verc 
getting ~nd ho,v easy it is to lllnke slip \Yhcn you're tired?' All the 
,ya.y through there \Vas an ~xtrc111ely hun1anc 9unlity about hin1, fl trc~ 
n1cndou.s ,visdon1'.I and his influence could not help but rub oil on ~111 
of u~~l' He had n knack for stirring his nnditors nnd for jolting convcn~ 
tionai opinions. J anc Rc,rcrc C:oolidgc ,, 1hitchill 1 daughter of .LL\.rchi-
bald Cnry Coolidge's brother Julian (later the ,vi fc of ,,, alter l\-1 uir 
,\lhitchill, A .Il+ 1 92 6), rcn1en1hcrs ho\\; startled she \V~s ~\vhcn he 
suggested the to n1e unthinknblc idea that the Allies 111tght 1osc Y~l orld 
,~./ ar T and \Vhen he cornparcd the Bolsheviks to the Revolutionary 
F.rcnch of l 7 9 3 ,v!10 ,vcrc at ,,·ar ,vitl 1 the rest of Europe and cnrryi ng 
un the Rcvolu rion i1s ,vclL ~, ~-•~1 

As ,vith ~nyone ,vho h~s touched constructively the lives of 111anv 
• + 

people and several institutions~ Coo1idgc evoked a vnricty of 111en1orics. 
To the student of the 1890s he \\Tas a junior lcc.:turcr v;,rirh an a,vk,\·ar<l 
,vny of inflecting sentences, ,vho t\vistcd his feet nervously -around 
the rungs of his chair~ an<l even in later life "\Vent through the tortures 
of the d"3.n1ned in the hour preceding his opening lecture. For others 
he ,vas the genial!-,vclJ-inforn1cdl ,vidcly-travclcd n1an of the ,vorld, 
the conversational host of llandolph HaH \Vho could be found reading 
the St. Petersburg (LJeningrad) daily papers over his breakfast eggs and 
toast. For still others .he ,v2s nn enthusi11.stic young clubn1nn 1 keen as 
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a Teddy Roosevelt about the fortunes of the varsity footba.11 team and 
the cre\v. 

Eut this \Vas the Coolidge of youthful pcriod/ 50 As ti1nc passed 
his direction b ecn1n e n1 ore p 11 rp oscf u 1, his de tcr n1 in a ti on 111 ore u nl'c-
1 c n ring, his pace 1nore intense, his attitude n1orc statesmanlike. His 
clubbable qua]itics~ ,vhich in n1id-]ifc ,vcre of the intellectual sort, 
brought hi111 ,vann acadcn1ic and international friendships and a ,vide 
range of acquaintance nn1ong 111en of his o,vn cast of n1inJ in the Jarger 
co111nn1nity of Boston ~nd 1\Tc,v York. Orhcr,vise for hhn socJcty and 
social life ,vcre of small jnrcrcsr. Social functions ,verc to he 1oyaHy· 
toler:;ited rather than enjoyed, I-I e a-voided then1 ,vhenever he could. 
I·Ie hated to \Vaste tirne on non-essentials. 

Coo]idgc struck n1any of his staunchest admirers as a fundarncntally 
self-sufficient, perhaps even ]onely, 1nan. As one of {~oolidge's n1ost 
devoted gr~1du~1tc studc11ts~ Langer could 11ot hcl p but note the solitary 
nature of Coo]idgc's ljf e. 

Irle didntt hirvc nrn.ny people to talk to about the subj cct.s that n1ost interested 
hi1n and beg.qn to count on rny lookjng in on hin1 every dly at lus oillcc jn the 
Library. I--Ie Jo,·ed to talk to n1e about son1e book sale or purchase and if I h:1d 
noted the ~ppe-arance of iomc nt,v book about European policy, I ,,rou1d tel1 
him ahout it~ 8nc1 he ,Yould say ( leaning f ot\,"ard and pointing at me ,vith his 
index linger)~ c,I I ave you ordered that for the Library? i, That ,tri'lS al\\·ays 
his first question. Hue he ,, .. ou]d also love to ta]k nbout books in general and 
~bout the recenr events of European diplo111acy, and if I did not look in on hiln 
.~01ne day~ he \\'Ould asl,1 

1("\Vhcre '"f:re yolI yesterday? 1
' I re~dly savv hin1 alr 

n1ost dnily., and sorncthncs it \\'as a ]ittlc b]t of a Lurdcn htcausc gntduate stu-
dents nrc svery busy. I still cnnit go in the front door of ,~;r"idcncr no,v ,vfrhout 
looking do\vn the corridor ,vherc his office ,v=:is. 2.r;1 

l\-'Ien1hcrs of the Coolidge f ~n1i]y ha ,~e long thought that the broken 
cngagen1-ent of his youth serious1y affected Coolidge's relations ,-vith 
othcrs. 20 ~ To ha.ve his love and intin1acy rebuffed unexpectedly ,vas 

Ry l920 his early lntc:rc:st 111 arhktlcs., augrncni:-cd uy his srr,·icc on the Athletic 
Cornruittce, had ,vaned in fa\"or of weightier m~ttcrs. ·ro hts fl·icnd Bingharn in Ne"' 
Havetli he \1.-'J'OtC (9 NO\"C:ll1ht-r), c,1·11an1.:s for+. I your ltl\'irntion to srar \,ritll you 
~t the ti1nc of the YaJc g~nH~~ 1 'o tell the trt1th I did not take the troubl c to app~y 
for tickets. I have no doubt it ,~·iU be ·a nne spectacle jf rhe ,ve.:ither is good but I 
arn not quite ~s k~en on footba]l as I once \Yas.'1 

~ 1 lntcn•jtw- ,,·ith \VilUarn L. Langer! 3 I October 1973. 
~!!~ Thr lady in question \\·:=i.s Cor•n::t Anna Shattnc:k, t\\'cnty-yr:1u·~old d~nghtc:r of 

George Brune Shattuck, A.H. I 863~ Bos:on physician and H.H\'.Hd Ovcrscca-. ,,,.h.u:-
ever the Ieason for the rupnirc, it appears not to have b~en the presence of an jn1-
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a shock f ron1 ,v hich he did not quickly recover. He to}d his sister-
in-1~,\T I\ilary l Iill c:aolidgc 25~ tha.t, after f niling to parch the rift ,vith 
his fiancee (f o1lo,ving his hurried trip to Boston f1·on1 St. Petersburg), 
he thrc,v his rcvoh'cr out the ,vindo,v of his bcdroon11cst he be tetnptcd 
to use it on hi1nsc1f. Such an overly dran1atic gesture gives so1ne 
1ncnsurc of the depth of his despair1 ,vhich 1ncn1bcrs of the f mnily felt 
colored his relationship 1vith other pc-op]c for the rest of his lif c~ driv-
ing hin1 into a funda1ncntal rcscnrc and solitude. ur think he shunned 
intin1acy/~ said his ncphc,v Archibald Cary Coolidge II (son of his 
brother Julian) . ~, A great n1any people ,vcre very 1nuch devoted to 
him, hut l th~nk he ,vas 1nistrustful of ever letting hin1sc]f go, of ex-
pressing cnlotion. He f clt he had been burned1 and hadl y burned, once. 
He \Yas never going to run the risk again of getting involved.t' 

Coolidge never referred to his o,vn love nffair, except ob]i9ucly·. 
Once, because their na1ncs ,vcre the san1cJ the elder Coo]idgc n1istakcnly 
open e<l "a fairly arnorous lcttcrn from a ]ad y f ricnd of his ncphc,v. 
''I think this must he for you,'> he saidJ handing jt to his nephc,v. iclt 
has been son1c years since -anyone addressed rr1e in quite such tern1s.', 
On ~nothcr occasion he rcn1arked that it ,vas -a. 111istake not to get 
married because it tended to n1akc one selfish. Ile ,vas particularly 
devoted to his brother H .. andolph's ,vifc - ''a rcn111rkablc ,vo1nan of 
"\"varn1th and benevolence,., ,vho~ in J a nc "\\'hitchill 's ,vords 1 ''n1an~ged 
to co1nbinc a univcr~alt affectionate motherliness along ,vith :111 attitude 
of deference to the learned attain1nents of her brothcr-in-ht\v.'j lvlary· 
I-Iill Coolidge '\vas such a ,,ronderf ul person, such a truly 1nagnificcnt 
person that she alone \Vould have hecn enough to discourage n bachelor 
brorher-in-l::1.,v f ron1 1n~rryj ng. He ,vou \d kno\\· Tight off he couldn't 
possibly do as ,, 1cll as rny U nclc Rrtndolph~ and I J't;ally think this n1ay 
have entered into my Unc.:lc Arch 1.s attitude to,vard 111arrying." 2M 

The fan1ily circle in ,vhich the five brothers had been brought up 
\\'as not especially-conducive to an easy relationship \V1th the opposite 
sex. As J\1rs. ,:\7hitehill put it: 

mediate rival. firliss Shattuck did not marry until fhT years later. She then bccarnc 
the ,vif e of one of h r fat her 's c la ss~a te s, mo re than thirty years her senior. ( Statc:-
n1 e nt of Archiuahl C. Coolidgtf N cn:~rnLer 19731 and ReJjort of tJ;.e Sr:cr,:tory of tbe 
Cl.1rs of 188J of H ar-vard College,, c~u1h.r.idgc! 19DJ). 

\:Vife of his elder brother., Randnlph. (St-ate1ncnt of Archibald C. Coolidge, 
N Dvcmber 1973 .) 

~..i. Stat~n,cnt of _.i\rchihald C. Cooljdgc 1 Novc1nbtt I 973. 
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A+C.C.'s father had gro,vn progresst \1cly deaf.er fronl the age of t\velve. 

H irdng rnarried a ,vomrn1 ,vith sufficient n1oney to m:ai nt~lin him, he ga,fe up 
the srruggl e to c.:on1pcte~ and rerreared w·ithin hjn1self, cut off fron1 easy as-
sncbt•on ,virh other people by hi~ deafnes~, 4l no con1pt:n.sacing for h•s: dis-~ b.Jitics 
by bdng stricdy fornrnl) cndrc-l y conventiona1 in outlooki and convinced of his 
o,vn adstocr=-ttic superiority. I-Jis ,vif c ,vus a plain~ un;iss111ni ng, dun1py ,von1~u1~ 
,vichout an ~ton1 of "side,,, and ,~.:ith a paralyzing shyness that Jn~de it difficuJt 
for her to go outs-idc her frm11l_r circle~ She h~d an aff u:tjonate no.turci and :1 

healthy sc!lsc of hun1or~ \Virh a store of ,vi~dotn; n11 her fi vc sons ]oved her 
dearly. There ,vcrc no daughters. 1-l~ d there b ccn, or h::i.d i\'lrs. Coolidge been 
of a gregarious ct1sposidon, ,votnc-n, young, n1i d die-aged~ or old, might have 
flocked to the house. As it 1vas! A .C.C. ~u1d his brothers gre\v 11p in n ho115e-
ho] d "'onrnn-lcss but for their n1other. To thc111 ''-'Ornen ,,·ere exotic spc::ciniens, 
on p~desrah higher e\~cn than "'as 1151Hll to the ,rictorinns. At least this '\V:lS true 
for the hvo shyest brothers - A .C.C. rind J uU3n. As he grc,v older J\ .C.C. 
apprccfo.tc<l ,votnc-n ,vho ,vcrc pretty~ grnccf u l :1nd vi v:id ous: a ple~:si n g 
mJjunct no,v and then to Ii fc., but scarcely n necessLtyT 

'l'hc p:l.inful shyness jn expressing his feelings, even to those he loved 
1nost, a pproachcd 1ni1rticuh1tcncss. One of those of the younger gcn-
era tion ,vho hn.d heen clo5cst to hitn \Vas his nan1csakc~ Archibald 
Coolidge. To the latter, LTnc1c Arch \Vas a kjnd of second father, an 
-a.dvjsor and f ricnd aH his youth. In June 192 7i on his ,vedding ,l~);J 
the nephe,v ]ast s~,v his uncle. 

A f cw· hour.Ii' hcf ore the ccrc1nony, he c::nnc up to n1c and s:iid! ';\Ve! t if 
rhcrc,s anything- if you ever [lcc-d 3nyll1ing- ,vdt if there's m1yrhing ~ny-
rn1c can <lo't yon kno,\T to ,vho1u to turn.n I n1adc no oral rcpl)\ 5;n1ply put n1y 
nnns around his should crs and sgucezed thcn1. Jr:1nbarr~ssc<li he said son1c 
~cconds later~ uYVelt~ as ] saf, if vou ever need hclp 1 you knon· to ,vhon1 ro 
turn." 'This rl':111arl-.:: cost h•n; consiikr,1 bk cfT ort. I-I c \Vas the exrict opposite of 
pcop]c \l'ho say tl1ings :u1d don't 111ean then,. He 1ne~nt then1 and cou!dn ,t say 
thcn1 ,vhhour a rrenH=:ndous srrugg]c. 

And so, tnore rh~n n1ost~ Coolidge ,v~1s 111arricd to his ,vork'.I and the 
Library ,v~s both vocation and avoc3tion."l-5:, le ,vas a devotion ,vhich 
filled ::1 ]argc portion of his days't occupied 1nany of his ev·enings, and 
"Tent ,vith hin1 on his vncations or his trips abroad. 1--fc \Vas never in 
spirit far fron1 the ]ibrary and he did 1nuch of his ,vriting and lecture 
prepar8.don jn a .sn1nll study in the stnchs ,vhcrc he ,vas s::i fe f rorn in-
trusion. l{no,ving his conscientiousness no one could be surprised to 

:..v To J\1rs. Fkmagan of tll~ L1hrary St-lfT \\'ho \\'JS kaYing for a y,3chti11g-trip une 
sumrner S:Hl1nlny and ,vfahc,l hi1n a good \\"Cckcnd~ he corn1ncnt(!d 1 "The LibrJrr 
is· mr y~dit.a ( l\·fory _i\·1 cl ntirc fh11rngan. to T. r. Currier, 7 Fc::bru:1.ry 1928,) 
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-sec hin1 at the end of the day carrying out of the Jihrary a tray of cards 
to ,vork on in the even ;ng or on S~turday or Sunday in his roon1s in 
Randolph. For the average libra~ian ~rir. this \V11s not ·t1 practice to be 
cnconr11gcd - ,vhat if .sonic of the cards got lost? But it ,yas one of 
the \vays Coolidge cut through est-a blished procedures to get things 
done. Ho\vcvcr, he never pcrn1 ittcd h in1scl f to shortcut his cornn1it-
n1cnls to teaching. Not even the prospect~ n1uch as he <lestred it -
of hearing l{a111say J\·1acDonald, the British Prin1e AJinistcri speak at 
the Council of Foretgn Re1ations in Nc\v York could persuade Coolidge 
to absent hi111sclf until he had secured ,,,. L. Lnngcr's nsscnt to drjvc 
the t\vo hours fro1n ,~1orccster to take his place in Lhc classroon1+~.,r 

Coolidge's life ,v~s -ri life of books. 1-Ic \v·as sc1do111 ,vithout then,. 
In his younger da)TS he tra vc]ed c1Toss ;\ sia ,vj th a 1 it tic rrnn k load of 
thern~ In 1nter life, even in the garden ar he re8.d 8.S he 
,van~ed up and do,vn the n11lc-iong Hcedar lanc.=1 i\1Iore than a ,vritcr 
or a talker, he \\ras a rc~der~ Althoilgh he ,vas never at~ loss for ,vords, 
he had n distaste for public oratory~ f-1 c liked the snia] l n udicncc rather 
than the large. In ,,..ie,,;r of the bread th and volun1c of his library activity 
and on tsidc responsibilities, the total of his published \Vork \Vas re]a-
tively ~light - sEght at least for so distingu1shcd and influenttal an 
ac~dcn1ic figure~ hut not surprj~ing considering the busy character of 
his 1ifc.2:J0 \r ct at least one of his books "'as an extraordinary achievc-
n1cnt, .sho,ving a "prcscicnce;, 1 (as l.iangcr has put it) ,vhich n1akcs it 
,vorthy of note in A1ncric:1n intellectual hisrory.~00 ln this ltf c of 

!!:,I The tcn11 j s used g,cn t ri ca 11 y. 0 n.c of the fr·,v ti mes the you ngC"r A re hi b a 1 d 
Cooli(lgc ever :SJ\\ " hi~ t1nde J.'IJlo\v his top'~ was ,vhC"n the fatter~ hn-ing heard his 
neph~\Y ~pplr it to h1m, exploded. HD on~[ call n1c liuway, .... ian~ H 

c=.-,; L~Hgcr \\'~~ th~n Prof c:ssor of Hjstory ~t Clark Uni \·ersity. After chis incident 
Cool idg~ a~kc.:d ]1irn s~~,;;cr~l t1nws to take hi.s place. 

T uck:1.hoe was the Randolph fan]jlf plantation O[l the James Rh·ert one of the 
Loyhood hu-rnes of Thonl3.:s J ~ff t:!r5on., an c.statc going IJ:.1ck 1nto rhe c:.1rly years of 
\ 1irginra hi!ltory, ·which CoolidgC"1 his frnh~r ~nd brothers acquired in I 898". Coolidge 
~J\,.Tnc<l a ,p1attcr interest in th~ prvptTty. I-le was rLlso ahvays an11.Jitious to preserve 
his gre::n-great grandfather Jeff crson'.s "J\-1 ontic..:cllo_'~ 

~ 0 His principal publtsl1ed \":orks ,.,·ere "J'br: Uniu:d States as t1 J Vorld J>o-tuer ( 1908) 1 

Origin., of tbe TripJe Aflfancc ( 191 7 ). and Ten Years af TV (l'r and Pence ( 192 7). 
!.,.![) Couli(lge\. book The U"JJited StlTteJ a.r a lVorld I'o-,ver (Ne\,. Yorkt The ;\·1.1c~ 

1\-liUan Con1pany 1 l 908) originB.tcd as <1 set of !c-ctnrc.s '\\'fatten for deli\'ery jn 1906-
07, ,vhen Coolidge ,vas exchange pro-fcs.5:or at the Sorhonnc. Sini:;c Coolidges ~hn 
,Ya~ to i11f orrn a non-An1cdcan i!.Ud icnce a Lout Acnericau hisloric~I dc\'clop1ncnr ~nd 
An1crican attitudcs 1 the book is \Vritten ,vith deceptive simplicit:7 nnd dire-etni::~s 
,vhich are particularly anractive. So p~rceptiYe \Vas Coolidge of the principles and 
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hooks - books as the found~tion stones of learning- the I~ibrary ,vas 
tht f oca] point. As one staff n1cn1bcr put it: 

It "\\'as funny about 1\·lr. Co0Hdge1 and son1c people 1n1ght have thought it 
looked Jikc he "iNas snoopjng around, for he "\\·as ah\·ays turning up all over the 
building, l noking up tbc books he "\v~nt-ed bj111self; and he ,vould c-onie in at 
night just ns \,•e. ,vere locking up., on his ,\"ay home fron1 a djnncr party or 
s01ncthjng like thnr, ,nu1ti ng to talk about the things ,,·e \Vere planning to do. 
''-re ,vouldn't hJVC stood it fron1 anybody else, but you never n1inded it fro1n 
ldr, Coolidge; you could tell hinl everything and you knc\\-' hc\l be perf ectJy 
fair] nnd th~t he cared •norc for this Libr<"try than anything else in the ,vorld. 2t 1 

l-]is closest friends~ outside of his O\l'n f an1ily, \Vere those ,vho n1ade 
his ,vork possible and successfu1. Although colleagues tnight ,vork side 
by side \Vith hint, there ,vas rha t ul tin1ace shyness m1d reserve that for 
n1ost prcc]udcd real intirnacy-.. Coo]idge did not rcadjly give hirnself 
to others nnd did 1~ot expect others to give thcn1sclvcs to hin1~ I-lis 
intinmtcs at Harvnrd \,rcre prin1arily History· Deparuncnt colleagues 
]ike Roger l\1crrin1an and Ch:trles I-Jaskins or the breezy, good-
hn1Horcd Rtucc Hopper~ the ,v~r-tjtne flyer ,Yhose great ,valking trip 
across Asj:l appealed to the ron1antic side of Coo]idge's nature. But for 
others of his close a~sociatcs even one i1s close as Langer, ,vho \Vas 
his docrora} student, his as~istant, and ultin1ately his successor - no 
111nttcr ho,v 1nuch they admired nnd loved the 1nnn and ho,v much 
they· shared con1n1on. interests, there ,vas never truly personal inri-
n1acy.~02 L~nger has ventured that ~t least 1n bis case the age difference 
and the ,viclcly disparate backgrounds ,vcre contrjburing f~ctors. 

proble1ns affecting the Un~tcd States in its relations \\'Ith the other major nadons 
th:lt 1nust of tin! yjc\vpojnts expressed hold ::l-5 true today ~s stn~n decades ago. Es-
scntia]ly :1. ]ilwr:.lly- n1inded conscr 1::1tivc in the lx:st sense of the tertn ( polrtica:lly he 
supported Taft! Hughes1 H:1rding, ;ind Coolidge)., he w~s; man of fon•:~rd-looking, 
rchcstiing con1mon sense\ }lie rt to the pu~slbl (': :and the prr-Lcdcablc. 

!:,;j Quoted from George Parker lVjnship, ' 1A rchihald C[lry CooHdge,3' Ii m-vrrrd 
Librnrj' "l\r otes, "f",,.To, :20 {A prH I Ql8), p. 15 7. 

!)(;~ ()nc \\'otild h:ive thought, for exo.mplt\ that there n1jght h:rvc bc:cn :i close 
fric11d5hip l)cn,·c:c::n Coolidge and the man "·ho hec:~unc his hiographc-r? Robert 
Ho,\Tard Lord. Rl1t in point off act Lord ;,vas uthree tinv:~s ~s;. buttoned up as C()olidg.c:H 
(L~ngt.>r's ,Yords) and~ though nn c~cdknt kcturcr, dear ~nd welI-prC'pnrc:d, and a 
frank and perceptive critic, Lnrd \V:4S c1n ~iarrnore:d p(!rson.n Coolidge had i1nn1cnse 
;1d1nfr:ncon for Lord, but Lord "\\Tas not the kir•d of rnfln to c~ll forth Coolidge's real 

fTcction. ,,rhcn Lord bcc11nc a Rom.an Catholic r1nd took holy orders, his former 
associates \,·ondercd jf he "·ould go on to a cnreer in dn1rch hi~tory., but Coolidge 
perceptively rcnurkcdl HJ\-1 ~ke no n1isrnke, Lord doesnt[ ,,·:1nt to be ~11 historiart. 1-J e 
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Coolidge's shyness and the ,vithdra\vn qua1ity of his personal lif c 
might suggest a kind of aristocratic exclusiveness. Nothing could be 
n1ore unf'1ir~ for he got on ,vell ,vith a?l kinds -and conditions of men. 
1-Ic ,vas sitnply solit1ry soul1 shunning close ties. Bcc"use his Yvork 
rook hin1 to n1any plc1cc~ ~nd brought him n1~ny -acquaintances in var-
ious p~rt.s of the ,vorld, he enjoyed constantly changing scenes and 
thoughts. As his brother I-Iaro}d conunented, ' 1lf his close inti1nates 
,vcrc fc"r, his f a1nily affections ,vere, on the other hand, very deep~ 
rooted." I-le ,v~s ,,cry close to his brothers, particularly his brothers 
l-Iarold and Ju l1an. 1-Ic 1nadc a rcgu lar practice of dining ,,rith the 
Ju1ian Coolidgcs on Thursday evenings and ,v.is 111cticulous in having 
dinner every Sunday evening ,vith his parents and others of the fan1ily 
circle ,vhcncvcr he ,vas hon1c .. 

The ,vide range of Coolidgc~s interests and kno,vlcdgc \Vas not in1-
n1cdiate]y apparent to the younger generation of his fan1ily ,vhcn lis-
tening to his conversation, but the young could not fail to be ::nvare 
of ,v hat Jane '~'hitchill has caHed '~the rnzor-}ikc cutting edge of his 
n1ind/ 1 As for herself~ she ''tended 111cntaHy to step aside~ niuch as I 
shou1d today keep at a re!-.pcctf ul <listancci physically., f ru1u a man 
\Vorking n po,ver sa,v .·H 

Alongside the consciousness of his sharpness f sh(· ~thlc<l]... ,vent the a,varc-
ness of A.C.C.ts devouring ner\~ous energy. At our house he did most of the 
t~ Ud ng1 ,vl1ile the re.5t of us ]i~tenedi and F c1ther put in a comnH.::nt or n CJllestion 
no\v and then. He spoke rapi<lly, ~nd even in an upholstered chair sr-rt hunched 
f or,vardi giving the in1prcssion that his nnn an<l leg 1nuscks ,vcrc tense. I never 
s:nv n1y father re fax c;,..--cept jn a sailboat, :.ind ::t!-: ] neYer s:nv A .C.C, in a s=-1ilbo~a1 

J ne,Tcr :s.n\' him tdflx at nl~. 

Coolidge's filial or fraternal letters, ,vritten ,\·ith dutiful ,vcckly 
regularity ,vhcn he \\'ns ~nvay, have ~bout the.in the ring of love and 
inti 111 acy ,v hich he did not easily sho,v to others. -~{ et he had the c:t-
p~city to cYoke fron1 teaching c0Hc:1gucs1 students, and ]ibrary associ-
ates an exceptional quality-of ndtniration and devotion ,v hich scc1ns 
naturally to characterize _one ,vith the tracherJs gift - a teacher ,vhose 
standards arc ''exceedingly high'' (I.Janger's 1vords) bur ba~ed on sound 
kno,vlcdge, a: teacher ,vho influences by cxan1plc (an ad111Jrcr caHcd it 
(~the co11t,tgion of his leadership., his sober bnt lighthearted insistence 

\Vints only to be humble pde.st scrubbing the floors af the church. 1 i (lntenTiev/ 
,vith \:\r. L. L~nger, 31 October 1973.) 
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on ~1u tlHlt is true" ~c1~) and caHs fot'th the very best in those ,vho col11c 
into his sphere of infh1tnce; ,v ho sh}trcs his \Visdon1 ,vith his pupils 
and treats rhc111 as adu1ts; ,\~ho inspires thcn1 and gives them incentive 
- l h~H ... ct\vist of the "Theel'' ~a-1 so i n1porrant to a1l ln1n1~1n acrivitJ:r.. 

,c 1 t j~ not too n1 uch to say that 1nost of the best n1cn in the }7 0ungcr 
gcnt'ratiou of universjt_y teachers of n1odcrn l~uropcan history in the 
U nitcd States have been n1oul<lcd to a grc~rer or Jess extent by his influ-
ence and precepts, H R.ogcr lVlerri n1an declared. l ... ~nger f cit his u \Vholc 
career h 1 ngcd on this n1an. H c ,vis the one ,v ho tjught n1c, the one 
,vho in:-ipire<l Ille~ rhc one ,vho set rny 111ind." 

AJI the voices -or the p<1St see1n r ully ~lgrced on the \Visdon1 and 111-
trllcctna 1 breadth of t hr n1an and the !lttractivcncss of his pcrson~ltty 
nnd disposition. \i\1itncss af tcr \\'Itness spe:iks of his con1posnre nnd 
good hun10L Only tho.st closest to hirn knc,v that he had a hol tc111pcr 
also, an<l rh~t the price of self-control son1ctin1cs cru11c hard, so Ji ard 
that i 11 a strange puritauicaI c1T o.rt at scH-d isciplinc he 1,·oulcl stuff 

han<lkcrchicf in his n1outh and turn a\Y~\f shaking ,\' ith rage until 
he g~jncd s,va ,T over his passion. 2c.~ fhis childlike gesture served to 
cover his c~ nlrnrr~s~n1r11t as ,\·eH -ns hi.s nnnoyancc. It so1nct1111cs scc1ncd 
to he pro1nptcd by his noL kno,ving quite ,vhat to say, and he usually 
blushed very c~lsilv under such circn1nstanccs~ 

r" r" 

As J\lcrrin1an sun1111ed it up: 

The do:ninJnt f Ci:lttl re of his char~1ctcr - the n1oral con1p] cn1cnt :1s jc ,vcrc to 
the in1111ensely \\'lde rnngc of his i ntellcctual j t1te•-est~ - ,v,1~ ·M1 nbnut1di ng ~nd 
nff ccti0nr1te sy £11pathy for his f dlo\,. IlH.:n. E\·cry one \\'as perpetually r1Jnning 
to him for udviccl on ~1 H sorts of snbjcctSj :HH.i ,~1 'Tj dahl r rec-ei,red Jr in f u 11 n1e;-l-
surc~ shr~wd, hun1orous, nnd ,,·csc. I-1e hnd n n111 k1tuck of f ricnds] of an sorts 
and corulitions of lif c, :1nd \\·<1s uns"·crdngl_v loyal to each aad every one of 
thcn1; jf ever they ,v~rc jn trouble or ci tfficu] ri es he \v;is-rhe fi n,;r to hear of h 
and ~peak ,vords of cnco1.H·agcrnent., und if it \\'•ere pos.sibk ro Jo so, to gi\rc 
generous- and d<.!votc<l help. I-Jc-hnd a rcn1::.1.rkablc fncL'1ty for discovering the 
good, the-strong points~ 1n cTcry 11rnn he nu~t~ and cn1p ha.s, 7.ing nnd cnpjrah7,i 11g 
rhenl ro the ntrnost; not th~t h~ \\·as blind to their f nu,ts - for he \Vas nn c.:xccl-
lent judg(' of clrnr~ctc-r - but he of~cn affected to jgnorc thenJ, for he acted 
upon tbc principle that the good dri,·cs out the lrnd. He \\·:1s ah\·ays 3 positi,'l\ 
nc\rer a ncgati\'C force: he bdicvcd in ' 1getting thh1gs done," nnd \\·~1!=". in1pntient 

~(I~ I-I en ry Godd:1rd Lc~ch to Harold J. Coolidge, 17 J~n~1ary 1918. 
1'T F. Currier to A. C. Cooltdgcl i 5 July 19 HJ~ 1~1 h.n.T~ been hold1ng uff hop~ng 

that )'Oll ,vouf d sudck:nly drop in on u~ and g-i,·c the nec('ssary t'i.Yist of the ·whcc1.~i 
~.-::.: Gr nrude J,L Sha\\' to Rene K. Bryant, As:;oriatc Ed ttor., l-1 >.1n·A1iu L1BRA~Y 

IluLLr:T1:-,..-, 29 Octol.Jcr J 97 J, 
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of the "'n:stc of useless friction :1.nd 1nisdtrcctc<l srrcngthj but hi~ energy \\'as 
held in lca5h by s.hrc·wci nn<l cnlltinus p 1ann~ng., and he never trjcd to carrr a 
progr;1n1 into cffccc ,vit:hou[ careful consideration of nil its possible conse-
{l ncncc:,;. J-, c ,vns a1n1ost p~t1letical]y n1ockst ~~ ac kiist in aH essentials - nn<l 
utterly unconscious of the place th:1t he hd(l i [l the hearts of his f ricnds; but 
"'ith thr1t n1odesry there ,nls coupled ::1 very l~ccn ~ensc-of pcrson::il d ign.ity, nay, 
n1ore, a h;1nnlcss and renlly ch:1rrni 11g ;:nnlty ~lbout Jittlc thin~~ ,vhich occas-
ionally croppccl out . . ~r.c 

Coolidge \v~s one of tho~e hyperactive beings ~(j 7 ,vho arc forever 
bujlding. First it ,vas his o"'n cnrcer. Then Randolph 1-laHi the priv~te 
donnitory his concept~ <le.signed Ly J. l{~ndolph Coolidge~ Jr., 
11n'1nc.:ed hy four uf the five brother~~ his honic for niorc th~n r,vo 
dcc~des.~•i~ Then it ,vas h1s dcp~rtn1cnt., then the T Jibrary coHcctions, 
then the cata loguc, then the Librar;t hujlding itscl C then F oreigu 
Affairs, :lnd then rhe organization of the] jlH·dry l;ricnds. One f urthcr 
proj cct - nn eight-year undertaking - \Vas a personal one, l~his ,,Tas 
the hig country house of nati vc stone an<l tj111bcr ,vhich he erected 
ne~1r Squau1 Lake on :l Ne,v T-J:unp~hirc hillside on the tr:1ct of lnnd 
that he had gradually 8.ccun1ulntcd over the years. :;a!) 

Coolidge in his later ye~1r.s h~1d hccon1c 1nore ~nd rnorc of land-
O\vner - incluiging in ,vhnt his ncphc\Y John in f ricndly cx~ggcrarion 
has called n nseigncurja} tendency.,, At the urging of his chi]drcn., J. 
llandolph Coolidge~ /\ rchibald's father, purchased in 1893 a 3 50-acrc 
Nc\v I-Ian1pshirc fann on rhc shore~ of Squan1 J__.akc in s~nd,vich, hut 

:.:~ Roger D. !\'l c1Tim:u1~ BA n:hH.H1.ld Cary Coolidge, n Han.Jard Crradurrres' 1'1 (ig-
azin~,. XXXV"l: 144 (June c 92 8 ), 556. H<.Jen. G. Powers, Coolidgc:)g secrc:tnry fruin 
r 910 until 19:tS, cites twu ins.tao~:c:::~. One Class Day, J. P. l\1organ came Hi ell t nn 
Coolidge and srnokcd :t dgar 111 hi~ offin.::. For some re;;i,son rhis ..irnused Coolidge 
irnn1cnsdy and for ycnrn he kept l\ lorgi:1.11'& dgar IJand jn_ his desk as .1 soui;tcnir of the 
rnountil.in's conl•ng [O j\·1aho~nc-t. On anenhcr oc.:cll~(on, 'iNhcn Coolidge \'isirrd the 
~rntc Department in \Va::ihingtnn, he was dcc:p!y in1pn:ss('d drnt rhc doorman greeted 
hi1n by na mt~ and he ~ssure-d J\-1is$ Powe-rs with ~\l rpriscd ""d str~ngcly n:1j\·e reHsh 
that such :1-n •honor ,vas rescn·cd for only tl1c rnu~t iuiport~nt p('ople. 

~ 1'; 111 so1netirnes \Yonder if my o,vn tcmpc:r:an1cnt jsn·\ cntitdy too mercurial,"' 
Coolidge told J\'lunn un J 6 Fthruarr 1926, uas. l sccn1 to hn\'C -a guucl nrnny morn en rs 
of optimisrn and despondency ,vhid1 ofttn succeed c~ch other ·witi1 too great r:.:.pid-
iE }'. ln gciicral~ 1 think th~ opt~n1ism pr~Ta.its except: \vhcn 1 a[n a bit tired.~~ 

Coolidge used to say thnt his brother Rc1ndolph's. ur1ginnt design did not indudc 
!:itilircase.s. ("''Just d1c sort of thie1g that dclightf u} guy would do.n Srntcmcnt of 
Archibald C. Cooltdge,. N()\'etnl1cr 1973,) Julian Coolidge chose noL to participate in 
the fratcrn~ 1 proiccr ln~cause he did not approve uf Juxuriou:s donuitories. for undcr-
gr~duates. 

See Coolidge and Lord, op. cit. ( note i )1 p. 3 34. 
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the senior CooJidgc-, though he ~d ded to the holdings, n~ver reaHy 
]jkcd Lhc p]ace ~nd finaHy gave it to his sons jn 1908. Archibnld took 
his sht1 re of 2 68 acres and over t\YO decades pure based 111or-c nd n1ore 
Jnn<l, at first ~(absurdly chcap/ 1 later "(the opposirc,H untJl he heca1ne 
the proprietor or co-proprjcror of 4,000 ~crcs of u1ount-ain, lake, and 
f orcstl 111nintaining eight f ~nns, 2 can1p on I-Ioag Isbndl iu1d n1odcst 
tin1ber and sugaring operation " 1 hich ncYcr rca 11 y paid. 

The place at Squan1 ,vas about as n1uch of a hobby as Coolidge ever 
hfld. The p~ople "\\' ho kept hjn1 con1pan y there ,vcre n1orc likcl)r 
to be fnn1i]y and f an1ily connections rather than acadcn1ic f ricnds. 
Coolidge ,vas pa rticulady conscientious in sharjng it ,vith his nephc,v. 
I-Iis nan1esakc ,v~s 1'thc had boy \\ .. ith rhe goo<l nan1c~ ' 1 as he insisted on 
calJing hi1n unti] the labored hu 1nor bcc~rnc painfuL Drs pitc the four 
decades of djff ercnce in their ngcs, their friendship - though prin-
cipalJy a sun1n1er n1;1ttcr - btcan1c fast and enduring. 

Beginning in l 9 l 3l there \Vas hardly a sun1111cr until his unc]c's death 
,v·hen the younger Coo]idgc did not spend at least t\vo \\'Ccks at Sq ua1n~ 
Fron1 1915 on\vard he ,vcnLi usually u11accon1panied, as the -express 
guest of his uncle. They Jived at ~~l""hc F ::1rn1/' a house o,vncd joind )r 
by the brothers, and Uncle Arch devoted a very Jnrge pnrt of his ]i111-
itcti sununer yacation to seeing that his ncphe\v ha<l a pleasant -an<l 
proiin1b]c ti111e. In tho.~c early ye:ln;, \\'hen the boy ,vas only nine or 
so, the usual Toutjnc af tcr breakfast ·\"va~ to ,valk f ron1 uThc F~nn"'' to 
,vhatevcr p1ace his uncle had scJcctcd as a point of jntercst. The eleven 
n1iles of roads '"ere then in the procc~s of being built~ culverts ,vcrc 
being l~id, and there \Vas a sa,vn1 iJl j n active opcr;ltion. ~_r1, c s~nvJ11ill 
,va~ -ahnost ~hvavs included in their travels. · .. 

Archib~ld Cary Coolidge: scniorJ had ''absolutely no gifts ,vith his 
1Hlnds/"' and \vhat he could not <lo hirr1sel f for lack of s1ci11 an<l experi-
ence he enjoyed ,vatching others Joa 1-lis sa,vn1i1l 1night hnvc been 
more profitable in another location but (:oo]idgc ,vantcd it \vhcrc he 
·could look at it He had no particularly deep interest in forestry,, con-
scrvntion, or ]un1bering. His 11rnin interest \vas i.cjn sav.ing· rundo\vn 
J\Te,v Han1pshirc f2nns and pro\riding good housing for the rncn ,vho 
,vorked on the place and in encouraging their native skil Is.'' 1'o such 
an extent the sugaring ~nd syruping, the sa,vn1il1, and even his brother 
Harold's tree-planting and sheep-r2ising ,vcrc 111attcrs of continuing 
interest rather thc1n acti ,7ities ju ,vJ1ich he p]aycd a personal part. 

The morning ,valk of unc]e and nephc,v ended at a portable house 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 4 (October
1974)

.. 

. . . 

; .• :_\'.·~~ 
" I 
• . . ,l 

H 11rt?.Yl1'd U1Jiversity Portrnit Collectio-11 
PLATE XXXllJ 

A RCHI BALD CARY COOL l OGE 

HY 1\H~KlE D, JiAGE 

(PATNTEl) 1930) 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 4
(October 1974)

• I•• 

·- '. •• ' . ;- ,:r._ .. ..._,llli!.,,""-" 
1. - I I • • • • • • I• • 

-1-·~ ", .· ·7 .~ ·:·; ·:: ~-.· ·-·~ ~·:. ;-~~-~·:_ ·_· :. --•-J. 
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Co1trtesy of E111erson College 
PLATE XXXI\T(b) 

TliE COOLlOGE H01.7SE AT I JO RtA<.:ON STRE.ET 
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Cou.:rtf!SJ of]. Gnrdner Coolidge 
PLATE XXXVIII 

TITE COOLlDGE BROTifERS 

CA. 19-04 
Left to right: (stnndrrig) John Gardner Coolidge~ Harold 
Jefferson Coo~idge, and Joseph R~ndolph Coolidge~ Jr.~ 
( seated) Jul inn Lo,vc]] Coolidge and 1\rciiibnld Cary 

Coolidge 

IN lQZ4 
T_,,eft to rigbt: (standing) Archibnld C81.j" Coolidge =1.nd Harold 
J cff crson Coo Ji d ge; ( s etrt ed) John Gar d!1cr Coo 1i d gc, Joseph 

Randolph Coolidge, Jr., and Julian Lowell Coolidge 
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Courtesy of Amze Richards Preedy 

PL.A.TE X:XXIX 
THF. COOLIDGE }'Al\1:I"LY Th- BROOKLINE, CA .. r909 

Back rol"L1J'! frov1 the left: ]. Randolph Coolidge. Jr., lvlary Hill Coolidge (iVlrs. J. Randolph Coolidge .. Jr.), J"' Randolph Coolidge 

III, Julia Coolidge (~oon to be .!\,!rs. HeIU)- H. Richards)t Archibald Cary Coolidge, Helen Stevens CooE<lge (i\'lrs. John G. 

Coolidge) 1 John G3rdncr Coolidge~ Harold Jefferson Coolidge, and Julian Lo,vcll Coolidge. From row, from tbe left: Eleonora 

R:indolph _CooHdgc. Roger Sherman Coolidge. J. Gardner Coolidge II, Hamilton CoolidgeJ i\iary Eliza C'Efaa'') Coolidge, Julia. 

Gardner Coolidge (lVl.rs. Joseph Randolph Coolidge), Joseph Rnndolph Coolidge~ La'lvrencc Coolidge, Emily Fa;rfa..~ Coolidge 

(held by her mother, Edith ·La~vrence Coolidge. ,vife of Hnrold J~ Coolidge), Jane Revere Coolidge (in front of her father), 

i\.1argaret Wendell Coolidge (held by her mother, Theresa Reynolds Coolidge, ,vife of Julian Lo,veH Coolidge) 1 and Archibald 

Cary Coolidge I.I. Seated in tbe foreground: Oliver H~ Coolidge and I-Iarold J. Coolidge~ Jr. 
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Arcbibald c~nr;' Coolidge nud the lln~·vnrd L.ibrarJ 441 
,vhich the c]dcr c:.oo]idgc had erected on the site ,vhcrc he later built 
hts hig ~'Stone I-lou~e.,, I-lcrc, \vhilc the uncle ,vrotc Jcttcrs and 
,vorkcd, the ncphc\v nrnuscd hi1nsc]f ,vith boyish pleasures~ until just 
bcf ore lunc!1., ,vhcn the pair ,vcrc reunited for s,vin1n1ing lesson. 
U nc]c 1\rc.:h sccn1cd no s,vin-1n1cr in his ncphc\v\~ eyes. I-le had never 
learned to divl\ and his sryle ,vas Ji1nired to the breast-stroke. But 
he \V~s patient nd long-snff cring instructor ,vh osc cff orts "\Ycrc 
cro,vncd \Vith success on the day young Arch, ouL Lcyond his depth, 
grc\Y panick)T~ and his uncle to lei hin1 ,vith ch aractcrjstic ca 1 n1 to '\~.,vin1 
1xicl: ! 1~ I-f c found he could. 

For one ,v ho had been a 1nodcstl y succcssf ul boxer nnd ,vrcstlcr in 
his college dnys1 n cyclist on Europcnn tn1vcls, nnd n hiker of necessity 
through the flurn1esc back country, Archibnid (~oolidgc ,vns strnngcly 
clun1sy in his physical 111ovcn1ents. Enrly in his career he had an inter-
est in Hnrvard athlcticst heightened perhaps by· his service as n1en1bcr 
nnd chnlrnHtn of rhc J\ thlctic Con1n~ittcc, but he played no ga111cs for 
fun, and he h:1d no tin1e for thcn1 nny,vay~ nor any special shill. He 
found exercise in tr;1n1ping the roads ~nd p~ ths of his N C\Y I-I arnpshirc 
property. ln the 1atc ,vintcr he n1ight even tnkc to sno,vshoc!-; to 
supervise the ~_vrnping opcL1tton~. But U nclc Arch's rLntics \\Ti th sno,v-
shocs ,vcrc such as to reduce the younger g-cncratton to near hysterics. 
uHc ,vt1s absolutely hopeless on thcn1, yet th-e job ,v-as ::?bsolutcly hope-
Jess unless one had thct11/' so deep ,v~s the sno\v. 

In one trick "·ith his h~u,ds, ho\vcvcr, he ,vns singulnrly adept. I-le 
~1hvays-"·ore hoots 1 never shoes., an<l gave .1~ th c rcc1so11 that \Vith shoes 
he "~ns constantly kicking hitn~clf in the ankle. J-lis ncphE:\Vj Archibald 
C:oolidgc, rcn1cn1bcrcd: 

In those d;lys n1cn's Loots r1:ld little hooks insterid of eyelets on . . . the Inst 
three or fou~T "holes.]] Uncle Arch could, and habitunlly cl.id~ hu:c his boors 
,,·ith one hnnd. Thi~, hdi~vc n,e, '''"ft.S no n1cnn pcrf orn1!H1cc. I tric<l ,'ntni r to 
lllaStcr the art at od<l ti,ncs.1 but unli kc snc h n1an ly ~1.:: ills ::is ,Yhlstiing through 
one\~ '1 ngcrs, the necessary pr~1cdcc ,v~ts such that the rcsok \rnrdly ~c~mcd to 
jllstif y the eff ort.:!°•O 

Cnoljdgc ,vas nor ~hove Jaughing at hi1nsclf such ns the tjn1c he ancl 
his n1~Hu1gcr, Jan1cs Rogers., ,svalkcd long hut n1ilcs thtough heayy brush 
to inspect recently acq uircd piece of land~ '''hen at last Rogers .1 n-
nou need that they hnd nrrivcd nt the north ,vest corner of the A nvood 

.~;~ A. C. Coolidge to "\ V. Dentinck-Srnith, 30 J ;1nrn:iry t9 14 . 

• 
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property, Coolidge responded chcerfulJy and hreath1essly, "I have the 
g,v-c3tcst ,vcsptct for the north,vest corner of the A t\vood p\vopcrty. rt 

Though his correspondence sho\\'S Coolidge to have been a person 
of 1varn1th and good h111nor, he \Vas not in nny sense a ,vit. 1--lis hun1 or 
,v~s of the f acctious vnritty, and he ahhorrcd frivolity/n ''Stop the 
kidding, stop the kidding/! he \vould tell his ncphc,v, using the tcrn1 
not in its usual sense but as if it incant, ~'stop being childish! B I-3:is 
teasing ,vas ,veH n1cant, but irs effect could he crushing. Jane \''hitch ill 
rc1nrr11 b crcd Yi v idJ y :in i nsrancc of her uncle ls facetiousness: 

There h:td been a· Frcnch-spc.aking governess ::i.t 01Jr house c\rcry sun11ncr of 
1ny youth, so rhat my brothers nnd ststcrs and I lud acquired a bc-trcr than 
usual profi cicncy in French, :1t1d I think our father \\'il~ pleased ,~;th our :1c-
con1p[isl1111cnts. But rccentl y turned $Ci.Ten teen, 1 ,v::3s n R :ldcliffe fresh1nrrn~ a 
singubrly ur1prcposscssing-, and i11~1nr1tu re onci of n10<lcrr1tc ~ttainn1cnts, not 
pretty, not neat, aucl uol gaudy either. One Hlon1ing n1y father ,vas ~icco111~ 

pBnying n~c lo ,,,r dcncr Ltbrc:1ry to hdp inc in starting on n paper that I ,v~s 
cxcfred about, that~ ,\'frh very ] ttclc cncounrgen1ct1t, I should ]1ave been ghd to 
discuss. On the steps: of \::\ridcuer ,d,on1 should ,ve n1eet bnt A ... C.C .. ~'] anc is-
gning- rn ,vritc a pnpct on l\'lolicrct 1ny f nth er C.\ pbincd.. "Can you spcJl his 

., 1 1 l d A C ("L 2 - .-:i n:-nllCJ" as re . . ... •-

The big ''Stone [-louse~' - ~lthough in today-ts tr.nns highly imprr.c-
tic~l for a sfr1glc 1nan - provided p]easurab]c djstraction fron1 the tin1c 
its foundation ,vas lnid in l 919. Coolidge insisted that no ,vork t3 kc 
p1ace unless he 1vas on the scene, and rdl the rnJtcr.ials can1c f ron1 the 
Squan1 property- Hsrnooth-f~ccd stone quari<icd fron1 nearby 111oun-
taj n lcdgcsH and ,-vood cut on his O\\' n .f orcsr land. He ,vas in 110 hurry 
- "even the long dc]ays ,vhilc local n1arcrials ,vcre being selected and 
asscn1blcd ,,rcre n1orc pleasurable than frustrating." His usu~l routine! 
as has already been norcd~ ''conshtcd of sleeping :n the f ::unily L-1.nn-
hous:c n 111ilc a\,·ay and spending n1ost of the <lay tn a s1na1I gl~s~ port-
able house ,vhi ch . . . gave hin, th c chanl:e to look at the tnarvc1ous 
vie"' 3nd oversee his building operations, ,vhile at the sa1nc tin1c peg-
ging a,-vay contjnuaHy at literary or son1c other "\\'Ork.'' ~-rJ 

~it Though he ,vas far frorn hcing a prudi~h pel'snnt his conn.::rs.nionn] c-odct :1t 
knst \,)ith the roung\ did not indudc nrn.tters related to sex. The your,gcr &~rr.h[b:-lhl 
Coolidge- had a feeling that Ih is topic ,YoLlld h:n,Te actady t:01\{ ou11d i.:-<l llis uncle~ 
!'He ne\·er snlilcd at a uroad joke, Jct done rcpc::1.t~cl one :-tnJ \\·ouhl hn,;,•c been 
en1b:-1 rnts)'.cd hnd one bi::-en told 1n his ~>rc-sc11c-c:., \\'hich must h~1 ve happened occ1s!on-
:l1ly .~, (A. C. Coolidge tu "\ \r. Bentinck-S1nirh, 30 Januar.'-T 1974,) 

:.,,1: J nnc-R. C .. , Vhitehill to ,v. Bentinck-Smith, I I A pr-ii 1974. 
Coolidge ~rnd Lord, {)p. cit. (note i). p. J 34. 
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""fhc huiiding ,v2s far 1nore pr etc ntious th:in its o'"vncr rcaH y desired 
- "son1e\vhcre bet,vecn English and Polish b~roniar' tn the eyes of 
the architect's grandson, Joseph R. Coolidge, 4th. uThc great halJ, z 5 
f cct by 30 feet~ "'as sheathed in oak panelt ,vent np t,vo stories into the 
roof trusses, ,Yith hand-hc,vn ten by ten inch oak beanis on vie\V cvcry-
,vhcrc.'' Throughout, it ,vns "huiit of the best ( ~nd n1ost cxpensi ve) 
111atcrials, so that it ,vas in1 posing and enduring. .i.i\,C.C. cared that it 
should be so/' his niece J~nc '''hitchill recalled. 

~fhe Stone I-louse ,vas finally cun1plctc<l in August 192 7 but by that 
tin1c C:oolidgc ,,~ns alrcndy hopelessly ilL I-le 1i ved there onl r five 
,vccks - helping abate his physical p~in by reading detective stories -
but he had the µ1c~surc of 11chicvcn1ent and, as his brother said, ''fuU 
n1easL1re of satisfaction during the . . . years of planujng and build-
ing." 2H. 

Another acquisition ,vas the big old-f ashioncd doublc-f ranted Bos-
ton house at 1 30 Ileacon Srrcer - the ,vatcr side on the corner of 
Ilerke]ey, ,v here he had liyc<l ,vith his fa thcr in the oiu n1an~s last years. 
Although he knc,v his purchase of the property f ron1 his father's estate 
in F'cbruary 1926 had expensive and ridiculous aspects~ it \V8S, he told 
H~unilton Arn1strong, ~'the place l love, and lif c in it looks far 111orc 
attractive to n1c than any other spot 1 can think of.n 27~ Everything 
about it Yvns f nn1iEnr. 1·1 c ]ovcd the high~ccil ingc<l elegance and at-
tracti vc proportions of its roon1s, pnrticul:irl_y the ~econd-R oor ]ibrii ry t 
,vjt11 its river vie\\\ ,v here he ,vorkcd at his bjg ebony desk. He took 

:r.J J os.eph R. Cooii dgc., 4th. A.Il. t938, who jn htc:r yc~rs hccamc th~ o,~•tH!f of 
the Stone: J-1 uusci ga,;;c a touching rccollectinn (if drnt last smnn1cr of his unde~s life. 
iCfJ c llild tWCJ Jrjs:h latl!es to do for hj111. They re-quired their regular Friday fisht but 
there ,v~s no local fisl1 n~,lrkc:ti so A .C.C, comn1issto(1c:d rdnc-year~old me to catch 
some each week for d\et11. 1 did so, lc:1xing n1y ~lir @ roV:z r- ;t pound, At the ~nd 
of th~ :summc:r he wns too s.ick a: 1n~n ... for ~nyonc to bother hin, \~·hh nl3!1ot 
details, and l soon forgot our dc..iL I-Ic dtcd 1-1 fc,,· 1nonths htcr 1 nod in the: f ollowJng 
Fdnuary 1 I ,vas in. hospital ,vilh -an appendccton1r. To 1ny utter :.istonishnu::nt 1 his. 
executor ~pp(>;:i:ted at my bt:dslde and so]emn~y produced a check for f. I 1.40.~~ 

:m Jane \Vhitrhill happened to Le in the room the evening '\\'hen her uncle an-
nounced to his brother ::u1d s:is.tcr~in~fa,.v,. Prof c~sor and i\1rs. Julian Coolidgc 1 his 
jatcritiun of buyi[lg 130 Bl'.ncon Street". •1i\1 y fr1.thert slH~ sJidt Hwas sk~ptic.).L It ,,·as 
ob'i.7 lou.~ to hiin th~t for A.C.C. to buy and ]hTc jn that brgc house ,Nould he un-
cconomic.:.L Y ct F.t rhcr \\'as fond of his brother. and ·wanted to be tactful 1 and 5iO 

he ujed to do ,,·h::1t for hhu ,v:1s nc::,u1y hnpussibk 1 to ~peak muJerntdy ~nd indirectly 
~bout his obJections. To rny surprls-e A.C.c.•s tone of voic~ and 1nannc:r sof rcncd 
apprecfably as he spoke of the house. and he:-rcn1aincd finn in hJs intcntion.' 1 (Jan~ 
H.. C+ \Vh1tchLll to "\V. Ilcntinck-Smith, I I April 1974.) 
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pride in the: handso111c stairc~sc \Vith its graceful ,vhitc bannisters. flnd 
n1ahogany ntil and the big hall rather daringly decorated in red silk 
\Vith ,\'hite trinl. l)icrrc l!-l Rose ~rn chose the colors and n1atcrials, and 
Coo]idgc considered the result a great success. 

On Lhc urst floor \\' as the 111orc or less f onnal dra \"ring roo1n Yvith 
its hay ,vindo,v and the fa111ily portraits hy Gilbert Stuart, Chester 
I-larding~ Anders Zorn~ and lesser artists. This ,,tas the gathering p]acc 
before dinner or at ten tin1c ,vhrrc old lVlrs. Cooljdgc or l\Jiss Helen 
Neill presided+ CooJidge ahFays had his tea Russian sty]c in a g1ass 
\virh a sj1ver holder., and ,vas uncornf ortnhlc if it ,verc gh·en to hi111 in 
:iny other YV~)7 • 

I-J clen T\1 ciH ran the houscho]d nnd \Vas the con1panion of o1d lvirs. 
Coo1i<lgc until the l~trcr's <lcarh. J n l anc '''hirehi lPs eyes; ...... . . 

J\·l iss N cill cru.karc<l herself to ev~ry 111cn1ber of the frnnil y., f rou1 the young-
("St chHd of the clan ro old J\1 r. CooHdgci ,vho, ,,·hen he \Vas 97, found her i11-

<lL\pc11s~blc. She ,vns the ndrnired ind beloYed f rJend :ind con fi ci ante of all. 
A Scots\von12n \Vho hr1.d studied nt Edinburgh Univtrsity, she ,-vn$ n h1ghly 
cclu cated "\\'Oman, n keen reader,. and ri delight[ u Hy rcsponsi vc con,tcrsiJtionalist 
,,·ith a quid~ n1ind and a ready syn1patby. Not in the Jeas.t inthnidatcd by 
i\.C.C., "'frh \\'horn she ~bared an in r-e:re~t in the poJi ticn l prohlcms of the tinH;:, 
she'. c-a~nc, I believe, to have a \\'nnn, a IT Cl:"rionntc regard for h.in1, n£1<l he for her, 
very Hkely never expressed in ,vords. A.C.C. once p~lid :i. vjS'Jt to the Neill hon1c 
in [(di nhu rgh 1 ~n<l n1y n1orhe1~ .at ;lny rfl te hclie\Td th:lt A .C.C. hnd n1.1rringe in 
n1ir1d~ but "':]S: frightened oIT hy- the thought of l\·11ss Helen's UllIHarricd si~rcrs 
( to ,vhon1 she ,ras devoted). 

At the end of the first-floor dnnving roon1 double doors opened into 
"\\-'"hat ,vas knff\Vn as the 1nusic roon1, ,-vith gjlt chairs and handso1nc 
ch andclicrs, p]acc used occasionc1 lly for such frunily affairs as a n1agi-
ci~n \ perf orn,~ncc at Than ksgjving rin1e, but sc~rce1y ever for rnus1c, 
at ]e~st in Coolidge "'s Ji[ ctin1e. Coolidge had no special tar for rn usic 
8nd dc}jghtcd in the story of his g-r:111dfathcrl Joseph Coolidge, \Vho in 
later Ef c decided lo hecon1e a patron of the ;1rLs jn Boston., follo,ving 
a sonle,vh~t spotty career in the Chin::! tr~de. '"fhe old nlJn~ Coolidge 
used to recount, had no n1usica] discrjn1ination but he pla ycd host at 
n1any l11usic;al cs and after the concert ,vou ld in,rariab ly ans\yer those 

:£!:a Pierre de Clrnignon Ja Rose ( 1871~194 r ),. A.TI. r 895, is perhaps best known jn 
Han·ard annnh as th~ dcsigni:-r. of the Terc~~ntcnary ec-nukms :incl of the Jnns- of the 
seYcrnl focuhic~ :ind of mo~t of the undcrgr::i.du='tc 1-T ous~s. For the _g-rc~tct p~n of 
his li fo he lin::d ln the 11cighborJrnod of the Yard~ devoti[lg hin1self to literary \\'Ork 
~no dccor~ti\·e descgn. 
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,,;ho ~sked hi1n ho\v he liked ir~ '~I ,v~s disappointed.'' In this \vay, if 
the concert had been bad~ he ,vas perfectly sa fc. If good, it sho-\vcd 
he had trc1ncndousl y high n1usical standards. 217 

If Coolidgc)s interest in rnusic ,vas En1ited, so too \\'as his interest 
in Af tcr uccon1ing 1113sccr of the. property he did not c hu ngc the 
pictures on the ,valls, he si111ply lived on 1vith the decorations and 
furnishings that ,vere there. Upstairs~ there ,vcre a nnn1her of "per-
fectly bloody picrtu"Cs ,vhich Uncle Arch knc\v ,vcrc bloody.n l\. par-
ticularly r11cn1orabk one fo(;used on a gory head of John the naptist, 
presun1~bly borne aloft on a sjlvcr tr~1y by s~Jonlc. Coo1idgc hin1.a;elf 
O\\-'ned a nun1bcr of Dct~iUcs ~jg \vhich he had purchased on one of his 
European trips. ~T'hcsc i'tpparcntly appeakd to his ron1antic nature .ind 
to his interest in the n1ii1tnry and diplon1atic 1nancu vcrings of nine-
teenth-century Europc.:n~ 

The big house had been his ho111e, and he proposed to accept it as 1t 
c8.n1c to hinL It ,v~1s easier to stay than to 1nove and so he J~ttlcd nround 
there "in a curious co1nbinntion of luxury and spartan bachelorhood)} 
( as Armstrong rcn1cn1bcrcd it) \V-ith n don1estic staff to s,vccp and dust 
and supply hin1 ~\vith 'picked-up codfish~ for brc~kf ast :ind -a crcan1 
clan1 cho,vdcr for ~lt least one other n1caLn 2 " 0 

0 n z 7 SeptClll ber 19:? 7 Coolidge "~Tote to IJo,vcU about his hta lth 
problen1s. I-I c hadl he snidt hecn {'hadl r our of health the lHst three 
n1onths ~nd n1orcH and thought it n1ight ev·en be po$sihic that he ,\:ronld 
not be ib}e to return to his ,vor k in the J_,ibrarv. ''"l\vo abscessed 
teeth" in August, a painful case of ''sciaticn/' and g gcncnd1y run-do\vn 
condition had led hirn to conclude that he must fol lo,v a light sc:hed u le. 
; 1T shall he at the Librnry every d~y, t, he told the Prcsidcnt 1 uhut avoid 

=.-:~ Sutcrncnt of Archibald C. Cnnlidge-1 N O\Tember t97 3. 
J ean-Ilap~istt-Edouard Detailte ( I 848-191 l) ,,·as one. of the n1ost popubt· 

pah1ters of the French school of the 19th century. He specfaHzed jn ronrnntic sc~nes 
of military ]ife - p.utkuhuly evokLng the militarr glortcs. of th~ N:apokonic era. 

::."':"~ 1t \\'as rnorc in ~bscncc of ca rly tr-aining tlnn lack of scn,itivity th"ilt limited 
Coolidgc,s jnt:crest in arr. He had the csscntilll discrin1inatirn1 to rccogni?.c the in1~ 
portance of things artistic Lat fdt no deep pull in th~t direction. \:Vhrn he to1d Jane 
\VhitchiH ahout .seeing hi~ aunt '1 i\1rs . Jac..::l~~ G-t1·dnc1· inspcCtitlg in Italy group of 
-arn,;,•orl.::::::: sent to her by Europe,1n dealers, hhc ga,Tc •.. ahsclutc1y no indtcntion 
"That these \nuks of ::ut \\"ere ... "\Vh:it had srnycd in his rnind 1 he s:'tid, ,,·:1:s die 
e:i:tn1onHmuy swiftness with which du .. bdy kid nrndc up lu~r 1nind in each c.1sc~ 
deciding :n ot1cc to keep cerrnin objects, ::!ttd itnrncdiatcly rcj cc::ting others.n (.l ;1ne 
R. C. YVhitchiH to ,v. Benti11ck-Smidl, 1 r 1\pril 1974.) 

l l'i:ln1ilton Fi~h A rm strong, op. cit. (nott~ 2u9) p. rB6. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 4 (October
1974)

Hnr-vnrd Library Bulletin 

staying alJ day-, :l~· there is no rest to he found in one\; offi~c ch::iir. If 
you and the Corporation are \ 1/illing to have 111c loaf on 1ny job, though 
I trust not for very long, I shall go ahead accordingly/, 

The President hastened to ::issurc Coolidge that "your loafing ,vill 
be n1ore valuable to us thnn other 1nen\~ ,vork. T~ke it easy by all 
n1cans -- ~s easy as you ,vant." 

Coo]idge never regained the strength to return to his office in the 
Library, even on a part-tj111e basjs. In late October he ~'took a turn 
for the ,rorscn and ( as he \\ 7rote to .A.r1nstrong} "the doctors pre~ 
scribed con1p]cte rest, ,vhich ... incant going to bed and lying in 
one place on nly bnck. '' Through nl1 of No\rcn1 bcr nnd n1ost of De-
ccn1bcr he could sec \Tisrtors, read~ and carry on correspondence~ r11uch 
of fr concerning the January i,~suc of F oreigu AffnirL Alrhongh he 
tired casily·1 he kcpr in Hn1cntall_y good for1n'"' and al111ost to the end 
n1ainraincd his intcUcctu;il acuity+ 

His friends ~nd associates in Ca1nbridgc kept hi1n i11forn1cd by per-
sonal vi~its or Jctrers. He continued to 'crcadi dictate letters and see 
people every dn.y/' as he told Arn1strong 1 valiantly inviting the hlttcr 
in 1Jccen1 ber to stay \Vith hin1, and proniising to give him roon1 on 
''the floor ahtnTe al1 the fuss of the nrnle nurses~ etca" ''I get rather easily 
tired, that is to say a conYcrs~ltion of a couple of hours is Boout all I 
arn reaHy good for, but J. pick up again in)nlediarc]y after\V~rds ~nd 
nn1 p rcscn t J f rca d )7 for :-1 Il O the f. n .2f; l 

1-Iis interest in library aff~irs continued unabntcd. The chief prob-
lc1n plaguj ng his d::1.ydn1c th oughts \Va~ the need to Jintsh and furnish 
the unco111plcted botton1 r,vo floors nf 1i\1idcnrr. Although he h~d 
several tirncs publicly stated the need in the hope that iVIrs+ llicc 
nlight rise to the bnit1 it no,v see111cd in1pcrati'vc to Coolidge to force 
the issue. I-le sent L-o,vcll a proposed draft pae;1gr~lph for the Djrector 1s 
annua1 report "Thich \Voul d frank] y urge :1lun1ni support. It ,vas c]car~ 
ho,vcYcr, that J\-lrs. Rice ouc-h t first to be consulted, in the frank ex-.... 
pec.:t:uion that she ,vou ld not approve a public appe~l 2nd n1ight decide 
to do the \Y ho] e thing herself. By· 1 2 Deccn1bcr Coolidge had rcccjvcd 
\Vord that "i\1rs. Rice did not like the report a bit'~ hut she indicated 
that she "\\'onl d con1c to Ilo~ton soon \\~1th .... f,.rurnba ucr to '~talk over the 
nhl ttcr. n Coolidge rccogni7.cd thar, becau~t~ of his illness, he cou]d not 
~"n1cct the Rices here nnd go about ,vith thern,n but Dr. RiccJs letter 

~, Coolidge and Lorcl1 op. tit. (liot(! 2) i PP· 34:2-343. 
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filled hirn ,v j1h ~• cxcitcn1cnl. '' l1c con1rncnded the 1nattcr to I .. o,vell's 
i•ski1lfu l hands~' and "~as ~, full of hope for the rc~ults. l~ 

1\s to (:Osts, Coolidge guessed thnt the project 1night require an ex-
penditure of $70,000 ~nd, •'if i\Jlrs. Rice is going to have Tru1nbauer 
look nf tcr the "~hole thing . . . no doubt . a good deal niorc. n 

-=, lt sccn1s to n1c/) Cooii<lgc con1n1c11tc<l, ''that ho\vcvcr nicely ,,Tc 
put iti JVIrs. Rice is against the situation. She: did not gi vc us finished 
building nnd she h~s no right to con1pktin of our turning to the grad-
11atcs, und if need be in the n1ost public yvay, to do the finishing/' :?s2 

"\)lith Currier he conduc.:tc<l a ltvcly correspondence, full of queries 
as to the accuracy of c8.rd counts, the ?tppropriatencss of cntnlogue 
design~tions, the progress on accessioning Slavic ite1ns, the arnount of 
duplication in the Bou la. y de la i\.1curthc collection, or lhc eventual loca~ 
tion of An1y l .. o\vcH):s library.~al Cllrricr reported that the 111an ,-vho 
,vas the source of the set of llussian Dun1a docurncnts had been "'in1-
priso11 cd/) and Coolidge cxprcs~ed the "hope it ,vis nor on our ac-
count. 1, 264 

Though flat on his l1~ck1 he continued ro pursue the c lassificc1tiot1 of 
books in ,vhich he had a spec in I interc.~t, te1li ng Currier~ "I lun;c not 
gjvcn up n1y inlcntion of going to the end of the alphabet in the "~ork 
I hnve donci in fact I h~vc nccon1plishcd n little even here lying in bed, 
but looking at cards rtnd sorting thcn1 is rnthcr clun1sy ,vhcn one is on 
oncJs back. 1t is a slo,v business.'~ 

Coolidge kept pressing Currjcr through the faJl ~~to get ... the 
Als;lcc books cle:1.ned up ~s part of our general drive on French history 
3nd literature/~ 2_r~.o.; and ,,,as rc1icvcd to hear a inonth la.tcr that the 
,vork "'a~ finished. "Jr has btcn on n1y n1ind for sonic tin1c/" he said.2~6 

He suggested that ''the long closed case ,vith the specimens of the 
,vork of the French Academicians" be opened so as to see ,vhat it ac-
tuaHy contained. ])isposition of the iten1s could ,vait until he returned 

A+ C. Coolidge to A. L. Lowell! l l D-ecen1ber [9! 7r 
A+ C. Coo1idgc-i ~1cn1orsnchm1 headed "Notes rmd Qrn.=riest 1 J October 191. 7, 
Bolan, rhc Ru5sian dealer in Ne\\' Yorli had told Currier that the U~S.S.R. ~n-

thorities ,verc ~1e\·en no\r dglnc,1ing up their rt5.ti-ictions., nrnl arc 1n~ krng it ,·ery hard 
for deifors out of Russi~ to get the oid books.'' (Currier to Coolidge, 6 Decernber 
I 927.) Prices \,~.ere rcportc:cl Hlllch h1ghur in J\1o.sco,v and Ilola111s :3gent could obtain 
only 60 to 70 percent of '\\'hat he had been able to ac911irc the year before. 

A. C. Coolidge to T. F~ Currie~, 1 l No\·embcr 19:17~ 
A. C. Coolidge to T. F. Currier, 7 Deccn1\1er H)27, 
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to the Library- "as long as they have lain in the Libr2ry for t ,vo 
yearsJ a 1itrle longer ,vil I uor hurt then1.)) ~sr 

Lane g~1ve hin1 a quich report on I 7 Deccn1ber~ describing the con-
tents of the cases ~nd ho,v he proposed to arrange the portfolios in 
dra,vcrs -and on the sheh.Tcs. He a1so sought Coolidge's con1n1ents on 
son1c of the trouble he \\'2s having in finding ~tndy space for a nun1 bcr 
of professors. YVith n n1ind as sharp as ever despite his jllncss., (~oolidgc 
sa,v the need to resort to princip]c as a guide out of the dilc1nn1a: 
HThc {1ucstion of studies .is a good deal of n1ess, he responded on 1 9 
D cc cn1 be r . 

.. The ,von,.;c of it i~\ the difficulty is jjl.:d_y to get grcntcr every year. VV c n1ust 
for sdf protection 11taint:-1i11 the.: principle Lhat \'Pc o,,·11 the studies, ~nd not the 
dcpa rcmcnts or the professors ... \\' c had better cJing to the principle th:n 
the roon1s. in Y\ridcner are ~tn<li-cs1 not offices. ·r h:1t is OL1C 1'{:JSOB ,~·hy I hrtvc 
hdcl so ck:s:pcratdy to the idea of not ha\ .. jng any telephones jn the ones- j11 the 
stack. I ,vi~·h I \vcre jn a pw;i(T on to discn.~s 111~tter.s .. with rou) but hc~vcn only 
knows hO\\f long I shall be glncd to n1y backbone. 

Coolidge 1s last letter ro Currier and one of the last he ,vrotc to 
anyone -,vas dated 2 2 l)cccn1bcr; it ~~n1c in respon~e to ~'sonic crtrds. 
of yours and also an o] d list of Bolan\; 268 ·n .. hich lVIiss Po\vcrs thrust 
on 1ny notice. 11 T-J e to1d Currier: 

\'"ou 111ay go nhcnd ,Yith the things indicated jf you ,vanr, subject to the 
chance tlrnt I sha B be so poor rh~t I shall never buy another R.uss;~n1 bonk .1gain. 
Rc1nen1ber t!1at, h.wring our list of 111:~ gazincs ·which I n1a y cut off at any thnc, 
J have no interest in R ussi::u1 rcvic,vs or nn1ch Jircraturc of ::111y sort -af tcr IQ t 7; . . 

that is. to s.;1y as far as 1 am p~rsorrn.Hy ctn1ccrned, I mn dcfinjtc-ly huild~ng up 
:ltl old, not ne\\'"t c.:ollcctiori of Russb[l bool{s.2-i;,o 

By Nc,v Y car•s Day 1 928 his brother~ I-Iilrold JciT crson Coolidge, 
\\Tas .. \V riting 1lrcsidc.nt. J.,o,vcl l that c 'Archy gets no better in spite of 
the cff orts of 11111ny <loctors. "fhis of course 111c·ans steadily ,vorsc 

• 
and it Joo ks ~s if his p(nver to carry on flS he has been doing Jatt(:rly 
,vas gone. n 

Archibald Cary Coolidge d1cd on 14 Janu[lry 19.:! 8, a Jjttle over a 
111011th before his sixty-.sct.:ond birthday. The n1alady ,vhich struck 

~? 1-Ickn G, Po,~·crs to ·r. r. Currit":r, 20 Dccclubl:'s:-1917. .,,1,s~ Pu\",·crs scrYed ls 

~c-crctJr\T to three of the H~u-Yard Lilffan·is Oirrcrors- Coolidge! Blake, -and J\1ctcalf. . .. 
See note 184. 
A., C. Couijdgc- to 1'". F. Currier, 2 2 December 1917. 
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hin1 do,vn and caused hin1 sul'.h su.ffcrjng ,vas eventually di~gnosed ~s 
n tun1or of tl1c spine. 

ln Coolidge's absence fron1 the l .. ibrary~ Lane and rhc other prtncipal 
oflicers h~d c~1rried on srnoothly 1 a~ rhey had on other occ~sion~ ,vhen 
the Director \vas ~n,1~y. But Coo1idge'~ dc~th presented the President 
vvith a 1najor problcrn of f uturc staf1ing. Lane ,vas a ln1ost sixty-nine 
years o1d 11nd at that age obviously not a candidate for the dj rcctorshi p. 
Putter ,v·as sixty, ''-' inship fi fty-scvcn, Briggs fi f ty-~;eve n, Currier fifty-
fi\'e. Although 2ccon1pl1shed in rheir spcci1 hies, none of rhen1 had the 
I ncnhy stnnding to reco1nn1end the1n to Lo\velL 

l~hcrc is no ,vrittcn .record in the Lo,vcH papers that the President 
n1ade an extcnsi vc search for a succc-ssor.~fio l"'hrec or four nanlc~ ,vcre 
suggested to hin1 - Franklin Parl{er, .Li\.Il. 1918~ Frxecurivc Secretary 
of th c F ricnds of the 1-Inrvn rd Ljbrary; I-Iarold l\1urd ock, A. i\il. I-I on. 
1 91 6, l)irector of the H aryard Uni vcrsity ])rcss; l~obcrr. J?icrpont 
Tib.kc1 Ph.D. 19 1 6, Asststant Professor of I.-Iistory at I-I arvard and 
n1cn1bcr of the Librnry Council; nnd ]2111cs BucH l\11unnl A.B .. 191 2~ 

1Jcan of \-,1ashington Square CoHcgc~ Nc,v York UniYcrsity. Because 
of i'\1unn)s record of enthusiastic.: and generous hc1p to the l...ibrar.r in 
the years since the VVorld '''ar and no doubt bcciuse of Coolidgc"s 
high rcg3rd for hin1, the President lost no tin1c in deciding to sound 
out lVl unn (u 1 f C::ir \\'"c c:111 nor get hini', 2~ 1 ) on the day of the Nc,,T 
·~{ ork Hclrv.1rd Club n1ccting on 2 7 January. Unf ortunatcly ~·lunn ,v~s 
not able to n1ect ,vith l .. o,vcU a.t thnt tin1ct but the President finally 
,vrotc hin1 on 1 5 Fcbru~rr, forn1aHy invjting hin1 to bccon1c Coolidge':.-; 
successor .. After .five dgys' JcHcction i\-'lunn dec]ined the post. I-le felt 
c.:on1pcHe<l to rcn1ain in ~c,v York to be close to his cighty·-one-yca.r-
old f~ther_:!9~ Lo,vcH then turned to Robert Pierpont Rlakc1 " 1ho ac-

~,-1] In addition to N cl son Perklns ;\nd othcr8 of the Coq1onnion, the President con-
sulted Gayi I{frtre.dge, Ha5ldt1s, Lo·wes1 ~1nd Gr~nrlgcnt. 

~-.. : A. L. Lo,,·ell to TT N. Perklns, 4 February 1918. 
Coothlgc h~d tri~d to persuade i\'lunn to JOit1 the Library staff at the end of 

VVorld ,:var I hut i\'i unn had r1rd<lcdi paniy for fo1nily .reasons, to take an ~uln•rri-
istrative and teaching position ~t tbe \::\1ashingtou Sqnarc carnpus of Ne,.,, York 
University, cLNo,v th~L th~e years passed [~·iut111 "\Yrote to Coolidge, 2 1 i\·bc-ch 
1924], I can look facts. jn the foce :and teH you honest1y th:1t ,;,.vhiic the position there 
,Yould ha Ye been much happi~r~ the position here 1s much harder. !\0ly job secn1s to 
he to take care of ~ppro:dmardy nvo thousand uoy~, chkH y the sons of foreign 
horn paL"ents. The boys are trying to oht~in a college educati()H and learn \V\1:.:1t 
Amerjca means. It i_i; a hard t~~k. j\·forcovcr there are rHore candid~tes a,Tnit~blc fot· 
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cepted,. and on 2 5 i\1larch the Corporation j"tpprovcd the ·appointn1cnt .. 
The s-a111e day J_,o\vell ,vrote to 1~. Jefferson Coolidge, A.B. 191 5, 
Ch~irrn~n1 of the Library \1 isiting Con1n1ittee~ 2.~~ urging that the Over-
seers give their consent at rhc next 111ccting, nnd confirn1ation f ollo,vcd 
on 9 April. 

'\'hcther or not he knc\v in advance of i\1r. Lo\\'cH,.s choice of B]akc 
- and it sccn1s likely that he ,vas not privy to it•-- the J_..ibrary,s senior 
officer, \,\1i11 ia1n Coo1idge Lane., ,vrotc on r 9 lVfo.rch to offer his resig-
nation, '"to be acccptedt if you so choose, at any tirne ~f tcr A prj I r.) 
Added Lanct HT s1rn1l cheerfully stand nsidc if you think bcsr.1"' A 
\vcck later the President and Fcllo-\vs acted on L:::.nc~s Hrcsign:.:1tion/' 
8nd upset l~ancJs sense of propriety~ "'I ,vas surprised,'' he told Francis 
I~J unne,vell~ Hto learn that the rcsigqation had been presented und acted 
upon on j\-londay [ 2.6 l\1arch], for l had expected ro send in a forn1ul 
rcsjgnalion ~ddrcsscd to the President and F cllo,\rS at sotne <late af tcr 
A pri! 1 as I proposed in 111y recent letter to the President.'~ 

tA1nc's \vcll-mcrited recognition can1e on Con1n1cncen1ent Day~ 
,vhcn he received f ron1 President Lo,vcll the dip]on1a of an honon1ry 
lv1asrer of Arts ,, .. ith the cit3tion., 1 c,,, i1lian1 (:oolidgc I .. anc, J""'ibrarian 
Df I-Iarv=1rd for thirty years, to ,vhon1 scholars ~re grateful for the 
accessibility of its vast collections.'' 

In the n1rantirr1c~ -at Bia.kc's rccon1111cndation, Alf red (~. llottcr ,vas 

n1y H an·ard posidon tlun r ur one: lib~ th is ,rhich \'cry fc,v people ,vould ,~0ant.' 1 

Cooled gc reco1·d c: d t lu t h ,i nevC! r got ov (: r my grj cf th:i t y{)u 1· conn cc ra on w frh [ the 
Library] did nor bccotnc pcrn:nnc-nt.~' i,·1 nnn fin::illy c::tm(: to 1-Iat'\•a.rd ;1_i; Professor 
of English irt 1931~ 

:,) 3 Not only \V.1~ this 1 n::ttionally, the Cooljdgc er,1) but :n: l-Jnr\·-ard \\'jch a Coolidge 
presiding o,·er the Lihra1-y 1 <lnothcr Coolidge (Cirnrk·s Allerton Coolidge, }t.Il. 188 r, 
a disrnnt cousin of Archibald C:1ry Coolidge, the University's =irchitectural consL1ltarn 
ttnd an Overseer 192i-l928) !icn·cd as chainnr-111 of the Con1mitwe to \ 1jsit the Urii-

. \TCts[ty Library frou1 19i 4 to H)l6. I-le in turn \V~S succeeded hy T. J cffrrson 
Coolidge, .A.B. 19151 th~ son of A. C. Cooiidges first cousin. 

~, '"fo the fa_r;t1 the genlleln,mly Lane could not conceal his burr ar haYing been 
supplanted Jn 1909. He .suggC"sted th:at Lo\,·eH ""ould want to considr-r carefulJr 
~<whether the saine combinacion of Director :1r1d Librarian is advi:i:able for the f utu re!"i, 
and he conf es.st~d to a hop{~ tr.;.it ,vhik dw ~onsider1tion -,,,•.-as rnk;ng pbc:c. .1nd the 
se..i rch fo:r Oi.-ec-t.or uncle[" \\'ar 1 he Le r-i.Hon·c::d 11tu c;ontinoc.:: in tbc: Libr~rr se1··dce for 
:tnorl1cr rear.'~ Ful'rhe1\ l1c offered ~\vith youl' supporr and "'ith the help :Jnd addce 
of the Council, to carry once more the full rcsponsEuility of the Li!Jr::iry to the best 
of my alliHty" and nddcd tli::i.r-~c~t would be gni::t.t s::1thfocdon tn nlc + •• to h~ rn::-i(h:: 
Acting l) frcc:.:tu r _ )~ ( lV. C. L.H1c lo A. L. J..A_nn~ !l, 19 1' 1 a re h 1 fJ 1 K) 1~hesc su ggcs r ion~ 
Lo,1,.•~H n ppcars to have 1rnsscd by ,virhout crnnmcnt or admo,~·ledgemcnt. 

I 
I • 
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appointed IJibrari:ln, ~nd l ..i~nc bccarnc I~ihrJrjan R111eritur~ :is of I 

Seplctnbcr 1 92 8. i\:lrs. Rice financed the con1 plction of the shcl ving 
for the lo,vcr t\vo floors of the stackst ,v hilc arrangc1ncnts ,vcre n1adc 
to expand the T rcasurc lloon1 into the Lo,vcr !leading lloon1 and to 
n1oye the reserved book co JI cc:tion that had occupied th is roon1 to 
Boy 1st on 1-]aU~ together \V ith the Chinese collection, tht n1anuscript 
division, the photographic dep1lrnnent, ~lnd the bindc1·y. 

Fi naHy·, ns the gift of John J.t Stetson, Jr •t A.ll. 1906, in n1en1ory 
of his ~lcpfathcr, the Count of Santa Eulalia~ the Libn1ry received the 
great F crnando Prtlha co!lecdon (6,700 huol:s and pan1phl~ts on l)or-
tugue~e history and litcra ture)., the "c.:quisition of ,y·hic..:h had lu.:cn ont! 
of Coolidgc~s chief concerns during his 1ast year as Director. Also re-
ceived during the ycnr \Vere uthc Shakespeare quartos and allied litera-
ture,' co1lcctcd by \\'iHia111 Augustus ,,,lhitei A .B. 1863, the gift of his 
heirs. 

A1nong the n1onet-ar)r gifts of the year~ indeed J 5 percent of. the 
y C ~ll'' s total girts for b O Ok p u rcha~ Cs - \ Ya s th r $ 2 4 7 0 r CCC i V Cd f Or 
books on the French Revolution, French history, and ]lussjan art, 
,vhich ,vas Coolidgc"'s ''fin~l gift, n Binl,c re port-e<J.~Ll~ Rut it ,v"s not 
Coolidge's finnl gift. I-Iis ,vill pro,·idcd sufficient funds to cn<lo,v a 
prof cssorship 11in n1odcrn European or Asiatic history, 'J and to create 
a large cndo\V!ll(;!lt in the Uni vcrsity Library "for the purch~sc of 
books or for adn1injsrrativc purposes.~' The sevcrnl funds hearing his 
n~n1e had a n1arker vnluc of approxin111tcly $2'.1000,000 sonic forty 
years 1arcr, ,vhilc the scholarlv collections in the Librar~T \Vhich 
r , r 

ei thcr ,vith his personal funds or \vich 1noncy he ,vns ab]c to obtain -
he ac<-1 uired for Harvard at a ti111c ,v hen they con Id be boughri ~re 
certainly nearly priceless. 

Son1c sense of "rh"t Coolidge .1chicvcd for 1-Iarvard ,vi th rclntivcly 
1nodcst n1enns can be g~ined by con1parjson ,vith \vhat I~Icnry E .. 
1-Iuntington ,vns spending to build hjs o,vn library hct,vccn 1 890 rtnd 
192 71 the ycry period during ,Yhich Coolidge ,,~as active. Huntington 
in that tin1e ('accun1u]atcd a couple of hundred thousand of the rart:st 

~;; Co0Udge 1s llf.etjn1e gifts to I-lc1nT~1rd totaled nearly $ rouiooo according to the 
office o( the RcconHng Secreta[y, Hnrnlrd Un.ircrsity, but even this is undcrstate-
menr, for his ad~:anccs to buy nccd~d hoo~s (later offset by sales) and his anony-
rnou:; duritablc gidng for people, projrcts 1 and thlng.s "i.vould further s,\·eU the 
account. 
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