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Abolitio11is111 as Malefice11ce: Soutl1er11 
U11itaria11s Verst1s ''Purita11 Fa11aticism'' -

I 83 I-I 860 
Douglas C'. Stange 

K D£cr.l\ ·IUER 18 50 the Nev{ Orleans l)flilJ Picayune rebuked the 
"pulpit treason"'' of 1"hcodore Parker and other abolitionist fa-
natics ,vho put their consciences aboYc the authorjty of the Fugi-
tive S1avc l..ia,v. 1-Iappjiy, the nc,vspapcr reported~ there ,vcrc 

'1nan y distinguished cicrgyn1en ~, ,v ho in a qtcn, per of Christjan 11Lod-
cration n h:1d n1ajntained the "abso]utc duty,, of "all prof cssing Chrjs-
tians - to yield full o bcdicncc to the Ja,vs of the land~ ~nd a id in rhc 
constitu tion2I protcctjon of Southern property. t, The Reverend 
ficnry ,,,. Ilello,vs of Nc,v '{ork C:ity ,vas one northern preacher 1.vl10 
had sho\\ 7 J1 a ''pure love of country.""' The paper explaint=d th,1t BcIJo,vs 
had been :unong those northern patriot~ 1vho held .nthc duty of obe-
d iencc to la,v I and the oblig'1tions to 1nain tain, in vio1ate, the rights to 
slrrvc property" ,vhich the Constitution rccogn11.cd and protected+ 
The paper nlso rcconnnendcd the scrn1011 of the Unitarian 1ninister of 
Ne,v Orlcans 1 Theodore Clapp. The paper carrjcd on the front page 
of the l)nily Picay11ne Chtpp's "'"['hanksgiving Scrn1on.'1 1"'hc scrn1on 
condcnlncd the sons of 1 'our purit:n1ical f orcf at hers'' \V ho disturbed 
the -peace of the Union hy their absurd ~nd in1practical scr1nons on 
slavery·. 1 ... he abolitionists :1re ·"the aggressors/" exc]ai1ncd Cb.pp. He 
asked the a ho] i rjon ists to treat southerners '1.S brothers and f clknv citi-
zens and to obey God ~nd the Constitution by returning fugitives ,vho 
helongc<l to the South, "instead of upholding and encouraging t the 
fugitives] in rebellion and lie en tioi1sncss. u :1 

1 Theodore Ch1pp, ThanksghTing Sermon, Delivered jn the Firs.t Congrega-
tional Church 1 Ne,v Orleans~ JJc~C-Illber 19, 185ot [],l e'!v-Orleans] Daily PicaJ'UJU?, 
22 December 1850. 

The f o] low jog ab bre,Tia tio ns -a re used in f uotn Otes of t hls rtic l c: 
AA!B: A111erican }.f ediclfl Biagrnpbies., l-io\\Tard A. Ke By ~nd VValtcr L. Burrage, 
eds. ( Bal ti 010 re: Korman, Re n1in gton Co., J 910) . 
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l\s one of the tiny band of Unitaria11s ,vho Jjyed in the deep South, 

Clapp bore the stigrna of adhcrjng to the th co1ogy· of a dcnornjn~tion 
aln1ost ,vhoHy restricted to the Northl and Jnrgcly confined to J\Jass<1-
chusctts~ a state noted for its abolitionis1n. ExcJuding the hnr<lcr states 
- }Vf issourit l(cntucky 1 T cnncsscc, ::and i\lar:vhl nd and the Distr1c t of 
Coh11nhia - Yiahlc Unit1.ri~n congregations existed, in 1850, on]y in 
Nc,v Orleans., Sa\"'ann"h, and Charleston~ The expulsion of George 
F. Sinunons f ron1 the congregation in lvlohilc~ Aiahan1a, for preaching 
an an tis]avcry scnnon, had for a11 practjca I purposes tcrn1inatcd that 
church's ]jf c. The congreg3tio11 at Il1ch1nond, \Tirgjnia, \vas donnant, 
and the one that cn1crgcd nt '''heeling'! \Tirgi n ia, in the 111 iddlc 1 8 5 os 
~oon di sin tcgratcd, The congregation at A 11gust8l G corgjal \V~s 

''strang]cdu hcf ore the n,id<lJc of 1 845. A]rhough the Atncrjc;:1n Uni-
tarj~n Assocjnrion held high hopes at first for rnissjonnry expansion in 
the South, the area ,vas about ns receptive to Unit~rian theology as the · 
North and the Boston arjstocrncy· ,vcrc to southern Baptist theology. 
Uniti1rjan congrcgJtions in the deep South depended npon Ne."~ 
England c~crical expatriates nnd n fc,v prornincnt ]oc::1.J southern ]ay-
nH~n to lead and sustain then 1. Strong ~nd pcrn1anent., stah]c ::ind siz~ hlc 
Unitnrjm1 congrcg::1.tions did not exist in the deep South.~ 

A UA I...cttrrs~ J\1T-I-AJ-J: A tncric.:an Unitarian Assod~tion Lcttcrs 1 A ndovcr-H "nt~.ud 
T hco I ogi c-a 1 Li bra ry, Harv a rd Univ t:: rsi ty. 

CAL: Cyclopiedfo of An1erican titeratu-·e, Evert A. Duyckinck and George L, 
D uyckinck) crls. ()'\\~\\' York: Charles Scribner, 18 5 5). 

DAU: IJictioJurry of Alllf:rit~Hl BiograplJJ·, .Allen Johnson and DL1n1as i\1alone 1 eds. 
(1'1e\v York: Charles Scribner's Sons 1 19i.S-l 9j 8). 

G Hi: Gen rgfo. H istori cal So cict y. 
J\1B: Ro:;;ron Public LilH~ty. 
J\1CR: Schlesinger LiLnuy ort the History of ,vomcr1 io An1cdc~ 1 R3ddiffe College. 
i\1H: Houghton Lil.Jrary, f-Iar·vard university. 
J\1J-J-AT,J Andovcr-I-I~rvard Theologjc~l Library, I-I~n.rard Uni,~ersity, 
J\1Hi: j\·hssachusetts Historical Society~ 
l\1oSlV: \Vashct1gton U nivcrsity-~ St. Lo\1is. 
l\1d); V\1il1ian1 R. Pcrkin:ti: Libr::lry .. Duke U niver~ity. 
K cU: Southern 1-1 istorical Collection 1 U ni,·ersity of J\Torth C-aroli1rn. 
SCH i: South c~ ro I in a H i'.Storical Society. 
SC U: Sou th C-a roHn i a na LiL rar y, Un iv cr.si ty· of Son th C roU na. 

:.! Clarence Gohdesi iisomc 1'1otc~ on the U nirnrian Church .irt the Ante-Bdlutn 
South: A Contdbutinn to the J..Jistory of Southet11 Liberrtlisn1t Arnerican Studies i~r 
I-lonor of TVilli.111n J[ennetb Ro:yd, David Kdly Jackson, ed. (Durh:im: nut:c UnhTcr-
sity Press~ I 940), pp. 3 52 i 356, 3 57-359, 364--3,66. George H. Gibsot1 h-as ,vrittcn 
"cv eral cssa ys o t1 U u i tar j an congrcg:a.t jo n s in the South; sec his ~c Unitarian Con grega-
tio ns jn the Ant:c-Rclh~1n S01.1tht P.rotecdings of t/Je Unit{Jria11 Historical Society, 
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J' Io.~t young C nirnrian .scn1inarlans f onnd that the prospect of scrv-
jng a congrcgn tion in the South chj lled their n1issionar.r ardor. The 
southern congregations had special (]Ua l ifi<.:a tions for their 1ninistrrs. 
l~hc sou thcrn Uni tarinns pref erred conservative gen tlcn1cn as their 
pastors ilnd they knc,v clcnr1y the idc::1I type of person. A layn1an ,vJit-
ing f ron1 R.ichn1ond, \1 irginiA, to the An1erican Unitarian Assocja tion 
requested ~'a discreet gentlc11ur11" for a 1ninjstcr. ~'A youth just f ro1n 
school \viH not a11 '!, flu t 1nuch n1orc i1nport~n t ,vas the rcqu irc-
n1ent that n1inistcria l recruits f ron1 the North had to thro,v off their 
HENTIR E <le votjon to N [ c,v] England 1nstitu tions. '' ·1 The reason 
for these q uali fic.1tions ,vas o hvjous. J n near] y all the southern Uni rar-
ian congregations \Vere sJnyeholdcrs and slaves.~ Thusl one Harvard 
Divinity ~chooJ graduate looked upon a possjb]e 1ninistry in the South 
~s 1 'cxi le. n ,-I Another thought or one .southern city as ('the 1nost detest-
hlc '' uf ;iJ 1 p1nccs jri the un ivcrsc, c 'the product of shivery, poverty 

and southern habit/" G StiH another, ,vho served in the So11th, cried to 
get out: "I cnnnot conscicnrjous1y· /ive 1n a slave country+)' 7 

l\Jost Unjt~1rians in the North shared this antipathy for the South 

XII1- P~rt 11 ( 1959 ),. 5 3-78, •'The U nirndan-Unjversalist Church of R ichn1ondt 
l7irginin. Aingazlne of History rr11d lliogrrr/11.,y., -LXX-IV' (July 1966 ), 3i I-3 35., HUni-
rarfa.n Congreg3tions in Antc-Rcllurn Gcorgiat G corgin Historical Quarterly., LIV 
(Surnmer 1970), r47-:t68. Sec. also Arthur A. Brooks., Tbe Hirtory of Unitarianir111 
iu the Southern Cburcbes (Bostnn: .An1cric;1n Unitarian Assod:1tia11, [ r 9u6?] ). 

Isaac DaYenport to Ch"J.rlcs llrjggs, Richrnon.d, 15 January r 836 (AU A Letters, 
l\-1H-AH)r In a request for an Rssistant ministeri \VHli~nl G, Eliot 1nade the 5amc 
point ahont lec1.,dng Ne·w England biase~ behind, ~ce Eliot to .Ephraitn Pcabodyt St. 
Lou ts, 4 January r 849 ( "\Vi 11 i 1n Green l ca f Eliot Coll ecd on, 1'·1 o S V·/ ) . 

4 Dexter Clappi ,iLcttcr on the Religious Condition of Slavcst Afoutbl)· Religious 
A1ngazi:ne, Ill ( !\-1iIY I 846 )., :z o1; one obscrrcr ,i.Totc th~c jn son1e Unitarh1n churches 
i t1 the South n Ccl r 1 y eYcry n1em ber v.· as a sla li: d Ju! d r. See [ Ch~ des i\1. Taggart? J 
' 1Thc Chris;thrt Examiner and Southern Ur1itariant Christian luquirer, \7lll: 32 ( 13 
1'·1ay l 854), :!, Taggart v,.r~t5 prohab]y the author of the article - the ,;,,;:ritcr had a 
de ta U e d k noVt· lcd gc of the Nash vi 11 e Un ha r i an Con grc g:1 tio n, of i.l' h 1 t:h Taggart had 
L en the .sole n1l n i.!i:te 1\ and the ;s;ty le of the a rti d c rc.scm hlf:!s hl s. 

Charles T. Rrooks to [Charles E. Norton Ji Nc\l·port, JI November 185r 
(Nortot1 Papers, ;\·1 H) . 

. 6 lVjHi:1111 l·J. Ct1anr1ing to Julia Channing, YVnshington! D.C., 14 [fL.1-a.rch] 18J8 
{' \. 1 i1 lian1 I-I. Chi1n n i ng P:::i. pers, 1\1 H). 

7 \V'Hli am SH s b c e to Henry ,:v hitn cy Rd \o,vs., S::n·a nnah! J February 1 840 ( Hcl-
lo\vs Papers, NlHj 
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r1nd its instttutions. Bcca use of this general a vcr~ion for the Sou th~ those 
Unitnr1ans \,~ho thrjvcd in the southern 1nilicu ,vcre understandably 
def ensiYc about thcjr ,vay of life~ 1""hcir concern for northern opinion 
of their region reached such a passion that for son1c it bcca1nc no longer 
the defense of a regional ,vay of life, but of a ciYi1ization, of An1rrican 
cjvi] iz~tion. 1\n1ong the U nit,1rians ,vho Jovcd the South, six ,\·ere of 
particular in1portancc to the cstrth!ishn1ent and nou1·ish1ncnt of lTnitnr-
ianisn1 Jn the South: Sa1nuel and CaroJjnc Giln1nn., Chnrles I\if anson 
T~ggnrr, and Dr. Sntnuc] l-lcnry Dic1{son of Charh~ston; Dr. ll ichard 
Dennis Arnold of Sriv~1111u1h; and 1""hcndorc C1npp of Nc\v Orleans. 

17 or S:Hn u cl G i 1 n1 an ( , 7 9 1- 1 8 5 8) th c adult co u rs c of his Ii f c \ \7 as s ct 
Jn 1 8 J 9. l n that year he ,vas ord~incd n1 in istcr of the Archdale Street 
Unit~rian Church in Char]csron '111d \Vas n1nrrjcd to C<lrolinc 1-Io,vard 
of Boston. Giln1an had lcf t n teaching post at I-1arYard CuJlegc to nc-
ccpt the a.ssigntncnt in Charleston. 1-Iis nc,v parish had a history inde-
pendent of Ne,v F.ngland Unitari~nisn1. It traced its 1ihcra1 thco]ogy 
hack into the. eighteenth century. 1\lthough not a n1ission church, the 
congregt1.tjon ,vas in dcht ~n d one of_ Giln1an "s first tasks ,vas to puH 
the congregation onto a .c;onnd finnncirrl bc1,~is.8 I-Ic succeeded and his 
congregation bcc~u11c one of the '"'high]y rcspectab]c'" parishes in 
Ch~r]cston. Gihn~n failed to attr~ct c:hnr lcston "s aristocr~cy - the 

+ 

Episcopa I churches h~d netted thcn1 but he did d ra,v to the A re h-
dn]c Street Chl1rc.h n1an y 1ncrchrrnts and prof cssional p~op1c. I-Iis \vif c 
\V~s cxtrcn1cly pleased \\'.ith their nc\v surroundings: 

\Ve a~sociatc ,vith great enough fashion, to keep us anin1ated in society, just 
enough n1enrnj cultiv~ltion to preserve a ljtcr;'lry taste! just enough rk hes m1d 

8 Gohdcs (note 1 ahovc )l pp. 3 J 7-340. For additional inf otrnation on the Arch~ 
d:;ile Street' Church, sec GiL~on, "Unitarian Co11grcg~tions in the Antc-Bellurrl SouthH 
( note :2 a Love) 1 pp. 5 3-5 7; l\1ary ]'d axinc Lariscy! The Vnit1rrian C/Jurth in C/J.rrrles-
tou! Sourb Cttl"o!imr: A Brief J-listory ( 11.p.: 1967). For :additional infonua-
cion on SJ1nucl Gilnurn, sec Sann1e] A. Eliot., /-/ cralds of II Liber(f1 Faitb, lJ ( Hoston: 
~.\merican U nitarbn Association, r 91 o ), 2 74-2-80; VA U, \Tlli 30 5-306: l""lcnry 
, ,, il der F ootc, ' 1S am uel Gil n1an ! Au t l tor of 'F i r Harv a. rd~, j' H II n..1n rd Graduate f 
A1 agtmine, XXl \r (J unc r 916), 61 o-6r 6; Daniel YVaiker H o,vc, '\A.. 1\1assachusetts 
\T ankec jn Senator Calhoun's Court: Samuel Gi1n1an in South CaroHnci.,..-r ·1,_r ew Eng-
ltmd Qurrrter/J! XLl\r (June J 971) 1 197-1 :to. For inf orcnation on Caroline Gihnan, 
sec Caroline Giln1an, 1~h1 r Autobiography/' 1 'fJe F ~1nale Pro$e lFritcrs of A1nerica., 
John S. l~c1rt, ed. (Philadelphia: E. H. Ilm·lcr & Co.i 18 5 5), pp, 4~5 7; DAD, \ 7II, 
198-199; CAL, II, 179- r8 l. Sec also l\·hur Scott S:;i.int-An,nnd! A Rftlcony in C!Jarles-
to,11 (Ridt1nond: Garrett & j\·ln~sic, 194 [ ), ~nd ,, 7jlli:1n1 Stc1nfoy Huulc., ""The Giln1ans 
and the Sout 1, c rn Rose t No rt 1) Caro lintr Historical U.evie-r.v, XI ( April l 9 34), 1 I 6---128. 
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display not to regret that ,vc ~lrc Jimitcd, and receive just enough attention to 
n1ake Wi s:lti~fled ,'i.·ith our influence.v 

Sarnuel Gihnan ,vas opti111jstic about Unjt-:1rian prospects in the 
South. Had the Unitarians got an eat])r start, Gihnan \V::1.S convinced 
that Unitarianisn1 ,vould have been 1~e·vcry,vhcrc the nationaJ re-
Jigiun. n In 1834., he .strong1y recurnn 1endc<l that a Southern 1\ssoci-
ation of Unitarian Churches be forn1ed.1.r1 I-Jis ,vork in the cultural 
center of the South has been cal1ed ''the golden age of Unitari-1nisn1 
in Charleston/' 1] hut this does not say enough. F·or indeed. his n1inistry 
,vas-the golden age of U nitarianjsn1 in the Sou th. 1'"he Un ttarian hope 
of succcs.i;; an<l i11flucnce in the South - as s}j111 as thnt hope h::1s been 
and pfobabl .Y ahva ys \v1H he - Jny ,vithin the forty-year rninistry of 
Sc1 n1u el Gilrnan in Chadcston. 

It has been asserted recendy tha.t San1ucl Gilman., <lS transpL1nLcd 
Nc,v Ei1gJander,, ,v.ilted intcHcctually in the ''stifling environ1ncnt'' of 
hjs southern ho1ue. 1\-iuch of the evidence given in support of this 
thesis suggests that Gihnan \Vas ho111csick for Ne1v England and bc-
can1e un,vil1ingly conservative in his ne\v surro11ndings.12 

In any eyent, Caroline Gihnan ( 1794-1888) found happiness .in 
South Carolina. I-Icr ,vho1e ]ifc ,vas bound up in her husband and his 
n1inistry C'I-Ie for God Only,'' she poctjca1ly explainc<l1 "She for God 
in Hi1n"); 18 in the 3spiration5 of her state C,(A ,vord against Carolina, 
is a pcrsonaJ offence to n1c ! H) i 1-1 and l1cr region C(the South is dearer 
to u~ for its troubles") .1ij '~{ et, Caroline Giln1an ,va~ an independent 

D Caroiine Gilnrn.n to Ann n1aria \\'hire, Charleston, l 7 j\·] arch I 8.10; C'clroline 
Gilman to A1r.s. Harriet Fay. Charleston. 4 J\1arch l 821 ( Caroline Gihnan Papers! 
SCHi}. 

10 Sa. rn u el Gi I man to Jasun \.\rh i tnl'dn i Char 1 e:ston, I 7 June 1 8 34 (AU A L-etterst 
l\'11-J-AH ). 

Jl D~isy Prisdll.1 Smith. HHistorical Sketch of the Unirnri::in Church of Ch::i.rks~ 
ton/' [C/.J.1rlesto1i] Interlude (nev.•spapcr djpping, .SCU). 

J 2 I·Jo\\'C (uotc 8 abo\-Te)~ pp. 2.01-206,. :zol}-i c2 1 -:z 15. 
13 CaroUnc GHn1au1 1'He for God 0111y1 She for God in Hin1,'' The HarJJ «nd 

tbe C-ross: A Collection of Religious Poetry, Stephen G. Bu]finch, ed. (Boston: 
A,ncrk:1.n U o 1tarj at, Association I l 8 5 i) 1 pp. 18 7-188. ' 1 It ,v~ !i [Sa n1 uel J I ,vorshjppcd 1 

I prayed to hinii all iny hopes united in hirrt .. . 11 - sec Caroline Gflm3n to [t ], 
Ch~rlcston, 2 o January z 861 (SCHi). See g.lso C'drolinc Gilman, ,,,.j\·f y Auto~ 
biograpny'1 [circa 185.2] 1 p. 9 (typescriptj SCHi). 

H [Anonymous] •'Biographic~l Sketch and Letters of Caro1ine Ho\1.-·~rd Gihnan' 1 

(typescript, SCU). 
Ht Caroline Giln1an to Louis-a. Loring, Cn:u1eston 1 17 Janu-ary 183 3 (SCHi )t 

quoted by Saint-Arnilnd (note 8 above), p. 17. 
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,von1an 1 an author of son1c note in the South; the editor of the Soutb-
cru Rose'} n juvenile rn~gazine; and a steadfast def ender of the Con~ 
f cdcracy during the Civi] ,,,~r.H: I-Icr vic\vs on slavery., and perha.ps 
her C!1ustic personality, ,vnn her f C\V friends in the NortlL Anne ,~ 1cs-
ton1 n Boston nboJitionist, found her cunning and '~an exceedingly dis-
ngrcca blc \Von1an n; Eng Esh author Hard ct I\il artineau sa"' her as a 
pro~slnvcry apologist; and An1erican author I...,ydia J\,laria Child judged 
her as 1 '!l thoroughly ,vor.ld I y, ::tn1bitious1 se] fish ,von1an. t, 17 

I-I er scnsi ti vjty occasionaUy produced i] l-ten1 percd con1111cnt or 
conduct, pro111pting l\1r+ Giln1ru1 to intercede nnd to s\vcctcn his lvif e's 
acerbity. 18 She had plenty of opportunities to use her shnrp tongue. 
Her f rcgucnt visits ,vith her husband to Nc\v England brought her 
in to conflict ,Yith abolitionist rel a ti vcs and their f rjcnds: her niccc 1 

j\ ·laria ,,\'hitc Lo\"vcH ( l\1rs. J an1cs Russell Lo,vcll); her sister-in-la\,,, 
Louisa Loring,. and husb~nd1 EHis Grny Loring; fcllo,v author, Ly·di~1 
i\'1aria c:hild1 and othcrs.rn She def ended the South's HpccuJj3r institu-
rjon t, bcf ore these abolitionists ~nd \Vns ackno,vlcdgcd to be \Tcry good 
in her d cf cnsc~ Her eklest daughter and her second daughter \Vere 1nnr-
ricd to s]aveholders. I-Ier friend~ in Charleston o,vned slaves. She and 
her hu~hand po~se~~ed sJavcs.20 As f~r '1~ l1ouse-servants ju Charleston 

18 S:1int-Atn-a.nd, i[Jid,, p. ~, provides n list of J\.1 rs. Gilnrnn)s \vritings. Her nlost 
popuhr ,1rork ,va::; probably her Recollections of t? J,.,T ,w Rngl.Mtd BTide and of a 
SoutbenJ .~f atrou (1'1c,v· York: G. P. Ptltnam & Co., I 85:z); see Hoa le (note 8 
~JJ o,Te) • She s hm,ved a LI remarkable patriot ism u for the Confederacy, remarked a 
southern historian. See the account of her ·work in ll chalf of the .i,out he:: rn ,var 
effort jn James ,t\1elch Patton, ed., ]di,mte s of the Proceediugs of tlJe Grt'~"J1ville 
Ladi!?r, Anociation in A id of t be Volunteers of tfJe Conf ederrrte Anny., Hi!torical 
Papcrx of tbc Trinit .l' CoJle.,gc H istoricnl Societj', Series XXI (Durh-J.1n: Dul~c Uni-
Yrrsicy Prtss, l 93 7), n 7. 

11 An rte lVcston to DeLurah l\ 7cstoll, 4 OctoLer I 836 (lVc5ton Papers 1 i\1.Il); 
Harriet ~'Vhnineau to Lydia l\-1-ada Child 1 ,,, estn1cnstcr., 1 o January\ n.y. (A.tnograph 
fiic, J\0IH); Lydia l\-1arfo Child to Sar~h Bfokc:: ( S(urg-is) \:Vayland 1 7 J ulr 1877 
( Child Papcrsi i\1H). Sc~ ttlso ChilJ to Louiss Lurtng, n.p., 1 1 Ju\y [ r 83 7?] ( Loring 
Fa•nily Pap~rs 1 i\1CR). 

H- C.-.ro1inc Gilman to j\·lrs. Harrjct r~y, Cbarlcstont 4 j\·]:1rch 1811, ,vith ca'Ucril 
by San1uel Gilman (SCHi). 

rn uiliogr:iphical Sketch 11 (note I 4 ~bore ) 1 p. I 5; Lydia J\-larfa Child to Sarah 
Blake ( Sturgis) Sh~nv ( note 17 al>o\.'C )~ The Giimans' dsits ·were genera Hy not re~ 
turned. -Louisa Loring \\Tote to her brother, in 18 so~ to spend the sun11ncr with them: 
~'I \vish you \\'ould con,c," she bcggcd 1 l'f or I do not see any imn1cdiatc prospect of 
S. Carolina's abo]j5hing sia,·cry and receiving us thcrc. 1' Sec Louisa toring to 
[ .Sa n1u el G ilina n], Broo kU nc1 r 3 f\'1 arch 18 5 o (Loring F anul y Papers, J\·i CR). 

2~ Ann c ,,, eston to D clJora h lVesto n ( n otc 17 ab o_vc); Ellis Gray Lor j ng to 
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,vcrc concerned, she preferred Black slave Jahor to \~Thite free fobor.21 

s~rnucl c;ihn::in '.s atdtudes on slavery arc an en ig1na. His apologists 
h~\·c s~id th~t he purchased slaves for uhin1a te f reedor11. The solitary 
ref crcncc to this in his o,vn hand, ,vhich the present Tesearch has pro~ 
duced, occurred in a letter to his sister, Louisa Lorjng, in 1844~ He 
spoke of teaching thcjr "]jttlc J a1ncs'' in preparation for ''uhin1n tc f rec-
d om.,, \r etl by the tin1c of the Civil ,var, J an1cs ,vas still -a s]avc of the 
Giln1ans nnd very likely ,vas over t\vcnty-onc years of ~gc~ In sixteen 
ycars 1 Ja1ncs had not e;lrned his ''ultin1'1ten freedorn. References to the 
Gjlman slaves in the ,vork of l\1ary Scott Saint-An1and gratuitous]y 
carry in brackets after their nan1es the inf orn1ation that they ,verc pur-
chased in order to be given their f reedon1. l"'he only ref ere nee B ppar-
cn tiy extant to slaves in the Gihnan household actually freed~ ho,vever., 
is to slaves o,vncd by l\·1r.s. Gihnan and her relatives at the conclusion 
of the Civil ,,, arl ,vho ,vcrc either f recd or ran a-\vay f o1lol~.ring the 
defeat of the Confcdcr~cy. 22 

\\ 1c do kno\v that Sa.n1t1eJ Gihnan bc1ievcd the South had 'd. perfect 
rjght to "a vehen1ent defence of s1averyu; th:tt he Jooked upon the 
3holitionism of his brother-in-tnv, Eilis Gray· l .. oring, as a fault; and 
that he .stopped a guest clerg)rn1~u1 from England, RusseH l .. ant Car-
penter~ f ron1 offering a prayer in the Archdale Street Ch11rch ,vhich 
included the ,vords, '\vc \vou1d rc1ncn1bcr those in bonds as bound 

Hil.rriet 1\.-Ta.rtine~u, Iloston 1 l:2 Ivforch 1840 {Lorjng'.s Lenerbook, j\1H); Samuel Gil-
man to Louisa Loring, Ch[ltleston, 14 February r 84 4 ( SC U) . 

~1 Caroline. Gilman 1 Re(ollectioni of n Soutber11 Af ntron (Nc,v Yorl:: Hr1rper and 
Bros.1 J 83 8), pp. 13 6-138, ;;!49· This \vork (1afcr comhincd u·ith l\1rs. Gilma.n1s 
Reco/tectlons-of a New Englnud Brtde) ,vas bised on truth and ,vas largely autobi-
ographical in fa.rttasy and reality~ 1\1.rsT Gihtmn Vittot-e in her pref!j,ce to the book, 
uE,Te-ry part, except the 'love-passages' is founded jn events of a.ctual occurrence~' 
(p. viii). A reviewer of her book, in 1838, \\Trotc that uno <u1c can doubt t11:it [the 
book J do es present, a~ exact pj cturc as possible of l oc~l hahi ts and Jn:i n n crs.' i Q u otcd 
by Sa.int-Ama.nd (note S :a.bovc:), p. ,~ One can safely refer, thtmi to the description 
of s la \Tcry in the ,vor-k :as the picture that· C:a ro l io c. Gil n1a n. ha. d of the i r1 sti tut ion. 

22 Sa1nud Giltna.n to 1 ..ouis:a. Io ring, Ch3rlcston, r4 February 1844 (SCU); &.int-
An1 and ( nnte B aho\r,e) 1 caption of picture of G iln1a n sl:s. \'e q u artcrs f s. ci ng p. 2, g n d 
pp. J ft n 3 C-l rol inc G ihnan to EUz~ [lVe b b G i ln1a n Dod gc] , G reen-v j Ile, r 7 
September [ r 86 5 J, 1 L~ tters a f a Con f cd c r:a te j\ 1 other: Char] cston j n the Sixties I n 

Atlantic Montblyj CXXXVII (April 1926 )~ 513-514. Howe (note 8 ~bo\~e)· obser\'eS 
the f ra.g1ne ntar y C\TiJ cnce regarding the Gi1mans1 alleged en1and pation efforts and 
.states that if there ~Tc.re sla:ves fr~cd in this ,,Tar th~ nnrnber u~ould have been very 
srnall (p. 201S). I-Ii~ source is Saint-Atna.nd's volume. 
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\Vith thcrn.'' 1-ic did receive support f ro1n 1-Icnry ,,,. Ecllo"~s~ a con-
servative Unitarjan n1i11istcr in Nc,v \,. ork., \vhcn he ,vas cdticizcd for 
refusing to discuss slavery hcforc his people. Rut he ,vas judged by 
.J\11nrja C~hild as "11ot nnt1-sla vcr.Yl in deed or \Vord n and prjn1rrriJy in-
terested in pleasing his pnrishioncrs. San1ucl !\-f ay1 Jr., tcst1ficd ag~inst 
c; ihn~n 's slavcholding ~s g1ving u coun teuan ce and sl1 cl ter ... to c-very 
rlnvebolder i11 tbe /a}]d[ Surely, if n11nisters of the Gospel n1ay hold 
Sb. vcs, ,v ho rna y not? u :?J Gi1rn an' s pos~ tion \\'a~ incrin1 inating. G i l11lan 
n1aintained ''slave ciuarters" and bencfi tcd f ron1 slaYC labor. He could 
h~ ve carrjcd his sla vc.~ to the J_.oring~ and to f recdon1. Their ,vork ,virh 
fugitive slaves "\Vas ,vcH kno-\vn.~~ Perhaps he ,v~s ovcrruJcd by his 
\vif c. lleluctant sla vc hold er though he n1rry have been, -a s1avchold ing 
Christian 1ninistcr he \Vas stiH. Sa1nucl Gilrn~n had adapted ,vcH to his 
southern honic and ,vhcn he died~ Charleston displ~yed the n1ost ''sin-
ce re t , vi de-spread, :=t nd s p on t-a n eo us u tte ran ce n f gr i cf and so rrcn v n 

since the death of John C. Calhoun/~ 
Charles lVIanson Taggart ( 1821-18 54), Gilrnan 's assistant rninistcr, 

ha.d con1c to Chnr]cston =-if tcr a short 1nirdstry in J\1 ~sh vil1c. Tennessee. 
He \Vas born in i\1ontreal, Ca1]ada .. spent his youth in Pittsburgh, 
Penn syl vania1 and .studied at the l\..-J cad viJlc 1."heologica] School in 
~1eadvi1let Pcnnsy]vania. 2t .J.~ con\ 1 crt f rorn Prcsbvterjanis111, he ex-

• r 

· 2~ Samuel Gihnan ro I-Jcnry ,v~ Ilcllo,\."s. Charleston. 5 J\f iy 1849 (t\·iHi); Hftrriet 
J\·I~rdncau1 H nrriet A1 ai-thJea1,•s Autobiography, 1\·laria ,, 1cston Chapmant ed. (Bos-
ton: James R. Osg-ood & Co.! 1877), l. 344; ,iRede\."\' ot Ohscn. 1adons of Au1erican 
Slm.--'l'1J', af tcr a Y car's J'our i11 t1Je Uuited Strrtes hr Huss.ell Lant C1.rpcntcr. ILA.: -
,i\,.hitfiddt t R5 2 a ff ron1 tht l...ondon A-Iorning A dt1erriu:rl 14 February r 8 5 i J ( offprint. 
Es.din Papcts. Dr. ,,rjlHan):/.':i Library. London) 1 [Henry ,,t. IleUov.·s.J ~'Southern 
\Ti~,vs of Sla,·cry,1"1 C/Jrisria1l Inquirer, 1v·: 15 ( 19 Januilry 18 50 ). z. i\-1 rs. Child felt 
that Caroline Gilman had a stronger persnnality than Samuel Gilman and hc]d s,vay 
over hin11 e.special1y i11 the mau~r of sl:nTcry. \Vhcnc\·cr the topjc '"~s hroa:chcd ~t 
the Lorin gs and Samuel Giln1an \\~as present. l\11·s. Chi! d said that he grc.-...,· red jn the 
face and lcf t tbc roons1.. '1! guess his co:1scicncc prrck [ ed] hhn 1 f] s.aggcsted J\f rs. 
Child. Seo LyJja J\1aria Chi!d to S:i.nth Ilfoke (Sturgis) Sh~v.=--(note 17 above); 
S~muel J\·f ay, Jr., HA1ncric~n Unit~rhn~/' l\.·1S notes, c853 (i\-l~y Prrpersi A.·1B). 

24 Louisa Loring to Ellis Gray Lor1ng, Boston, 19 l\fay 1 B 52 (Loring fnmily 
Papers, J\1CR); EUis Grny lor1ng to Oarolinc YVcston., Bnston, 18 January I846, 
Lorit1g to \V c.ston! l Fcbrua.ry I 846i Loring to \Vcston 1 ii Fch:ruAry 1 S46 (\''eston 
Pape~i i\1R ). 

[A. 0. Andre,vs!J Si:t·tcen Yei1rs Cb.1J1t1iu, Friend, and Counsellor, of tfJe TV ,u/J~ 
ington Lig1Jt Jufantry, of Cbarlesrou, S. C.J tfo~ Rev. S(nnuel Gilnurn'! D.D. (Ch'J.rlcs-
ton: V/alker 1 Evans 1 & Cogs\n:~111 [ 18 58? J), p, 16. 

• 2° Charles l\.·1-anson T-aggarr1 Sern:ous "\Vith "cl. .i\1emoir, by John H. Hey,,,·oad 
( Roston: Crosby 1 Nichols 1 & Co., J 856 ), pp. i;i,.-. xi. xvi 
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h ihjr~d the con vc:rr's typjc:l] st11 unch 1oya1ty to his nc\v faith jn his 
111issionary zcnl nnd dedication to Htrne U11itnrirr11isn;.) 1 n The "extretne 
conscrvntjs1n'' of his social opinjons rn~ule hin1 fen:- friends nt i\·"Icnd-
vj Ile. .J-J c defended sou thcrn 1nsti tutions bcf ore his classn1a tcs \Vi th a 
"chivalric enthusias111n \VOrthy of Clay or Calhoun. He had traveled 
\vidciy 111 rhe Soud1 a.nd dtsircd to ~ctdt there, but upon the rC(]UCSt 

of the 1Vleadv1llc faculty he accepted a call tu ... Albany, JJ1 1 849. I--lis 
1111nistry there ,vas a disa~rer, very likely due ro proh!en1s r~ised over 
dhis Southern partialities,'' and he left after ten n1onths. He traveled 
and prc .. 1chcd throughout the South for over a ycarJ dctennined to 
found a church. 1-Ic cstn.blishcd a tnission in Nashvil]c, but af tcr t\vo 
yc~1rs he f :1iJed to g~thcr 8. pcr,nancnt congrcg~1tion of n1orc th~n 
t\vcnty sou Is. Fjnal1y, T'1ggart arrived in Charleston, in 185 3, to assjsr 
an ai Eng San11l eJ G iJ 111an. 2i!! 

Taggart at bst found an c11,~Jron1nt;nt in ,vhich his predjlections 
could blosson 1 ~1nd he en joyed approva] by the (:harlcston congrega-
tion~ Ent hjs nc\v-f ound h1iss ,vns short-liYcd. On 1 3 Octo bcr 18 5 3 
he preached the discourse on the f(1sl d~1y :-1ppointcd by the goYcrnor of 
South c~ro]jna. In offering thanksgiving th:1t Ch~rlcston \V::ts sp~trcd 
rhe yel lo,v fever epiden1ic that had r~vagcd Nc\v Orleans., Taggart 
th co1ogizcd, 

h LS not that God h~s preferred 11s ::fbovc our neighbor~, m1d exercised over us 
a supern~Hural preserving Cjre., hllr that jn the coll rse of natural events-, it has 
been our hnppy Int~ a~ 111or:;1l agents, ~o to co-operate \vith the ord E::r of Pro vi-
dcncc) :.)~ co brjng no d isnsters upon nnrsch·es by disturbing the elen1enrnl 
forces of the ,,·odd~ or dcr::tnging and rransgrcssi ng rhe divine Lnvs of Jif e and 
health.~, 

One year Jntcr Taggart lvas dead. The Archdale Street Church ,vas 
draped in nlourning for six months. A tablet T'1ggart's honor ,vas 
p]accd in the vestibule of tht c hutch and a rnonun1cn t aho-vc his 
gra vc. ilccausc the <.:ongregation bcJ icved his sern1ons ca rr1ed ,L'eloqnen t 

~r I bid., p. xiv; Cl1ar1cs 1\1. Taggart 1 SpirilS in tbe CIJUrt. ht A Discourse JJefore 
t!Je U·nilarian ChriHimu of }ilas/Jvilfrt Tenn., ... D~cc1uber , 9th> 1852 (K"J.s:ln·ille: 
J. 1-·. l\iorg-3n, n.d.),. p. r .z. 

~s Taggart, Senuons ( note 16 abo'Vc ), pp. xix-xx) xxvi, xxx\T, xxxviii-xlivT 
2~ Clrn.r1cs l'\·L Taggart! 1,/Je Virtue of Fasting ,rnd Prayer. A DircoUTse, I'reacbcd 

on Thursdtry 1 Oct. 13, tBf3t tr D.:1y of Fn.rti11g, Hun1iliatio11 nnd I'rt1yer, Appointed by 
t be Gover nor af So ut b-C n ro Ii n{J { Ch,1 rlcs toll: Stcain-Pn,\"C r Press of \Val ker & 
James, 1 S 53) pp. 1;-16. 
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lessons of honor to God and Jo,,e for our fello,v-menH :1 n1en1orjnl edi-
tion of his \Vritings \Vas publjshcd. ~0 

One lnyn1an ,vho grieved over the death of Taggart as "iln ~1blc 
cl1an1pion in the cause of truth'' ,vns Dr. San1ucl 1-Icnry Dickso11 
( r 7 98- 1 8 7 2). 31 Dickson \Vns born 1n Char lcston and cd neared at the 
Co,lcge of Char1cston nnd Yale College. 1-Ic received his 1\il.Dr degree 
f ron1 the Uni \Tcrsi ty of }Jcnnsy l vani~i, 1n 18 19. 1-Ic developed n suc-
ccssf ul practjcc in C]u1rlcston~ but 8bandoncd it in 1 824 to assist jn 
cstab]ishing the i\iledical Col1cge of South Caro]ina. '''hen controyer.'iy 
:irosc jn the school, in , 83 2, J)jckson resigned~ and ~cccptcd, a year 
later, a professorship in the nc\v]y created lvlcdical College of the State 
of South Carolina. Uct\vccn 1847 and 1 849 he ,vas professor in the 
A1I cd ical Schoo] of N cur "\' ork University. I-Tc retn rncd to Char1cston 
for cjght ycarsJ and then accepted a post at the Jefferson i\'Jedica] 
Co Hege in Philadelphia, in , 8 5 7. \\ 1hen the Ci viJ \\ 1 a r broke our 
Dickson Jost his po.sjti on, ~jncc ncarl y 400 of the 6 3 o students at J cff cr-
son l\-ied ical ColJegc c:an1e fron1 the Sou th. The departure of n1ost of 
these 1ncn Jcf t hin1 ,\~irh fc;,v stndct1ts. 1-Iis health declined and he spent 
his rcn1nin ing ycftrs in poverty in Phj]adc]phia .j~ 

Dickson \vas a dedicated Unitarjan layman, active in his church and 
hcloyed by his n1inister, San1ue] GiJn1an. \\'hen he joined Gi]n1an\ 

3c, "Proceedings of the Unitarim1 Church in this City [Charlestnn], in Reference 
to the Death of the Rev. C. i\·1. Taggarrt Cb,istin.n Registert XXXlll: 45 ( 1 i No,·rm-
ber 18 54) 1 .1; Eliz;:ahc-th C. Cunis 1 .. ,l nscr;ptions on T 01nbstoncs in Churchyard and 
Interj or uf Church, LT nit'::ltian Church~ Charles Strcct 1 Ch:ilrleston, S.C.n (typescripti 
n.p.: n.d . ., SCU ), p. 3 i, Ch~rles hi. Tagg~rt 1 Eigbt Discolff:ses on V nrious Subjects 
[th~se discourses v{ere published at different times] (Charleston: 1854). The volurne 
includes '(Slavery and the La,v in th~ Light of Chri~tianityn ( ~o. 7) oud i'l)lvcrsity 
and Qrjgin of the lJ utn~n Raccsii ( No. 8). 

~n Sa rnu cl H l; nr y D j c ks:on., HG en era.1 Rcpo rt [of the Ch a rleston Uni tari~ n Iloo k 
and Tract Society] t [ Cha rl cs ton, r S 5 5 ] 1 p. z . Th is re port j s; ind u ded in the "\Tar ious 
\~l I itin gs pub lisl 1ed at \ 1 a t·ious Tin1 t::.!i a! 1 d in \' -a riou s ~1 odes h y Sainu cl I{ en r y 

. 1 )ickson. CollccD::·d and hound togcthcrt l\1ay~ J 8 57,1' 3 vols. ( SCU). 
s~ Srunud X. Rctdbj!l, 11Sclrnucl 1-1 cnty Djd~sont Ann~Tls of Af edical I listory, 3rd 

Sera cs., 1V ( 1942) 1 J,82-385, 1BB; DAB, , 7 , 305-306; Franklin Bov:ditch Dexter, Bio-
gr.-1p/Jiclfl Sketches of the GradrMlt'$ of Y.:1le College, , 71 {Ne\!.· Havrn: 1'-a]c Uni-
\Tersity Prcss 1 19 I 1 )., 64r-64_l; Joseph Ioor YV:arfogt A HistorJ,· of A1 ediclne i'n SoutfJ 
Ct2roli11111 182 5-1 -900 (Charleston: ~uuth Carolina i\-1.;dicai Assuciatiun, 1957 )~ pp. 
2 z 2-2 i 6; E~ b:aLcth i\1. Gcffcn~ n\,;i'iUiam I-lcnry Furness, Philadelphia Anthla,Tery 
Prcachcrt Pennsyh}lfnia A!agazine of llistory nnd Biographyl LXXXU (July 1958). 
28S. Cf. llobart Au)ury 1-Ian~. "Samuel Henry Djckson ( 1798-187: )." Ai\.1Bi p. 314; 
CAI..., l f 1 i 59-i 6l; Joseph 1oor \Va ting~ ~'SafnUcl Henry Djcksan ( I 798-1871. ) 1 n 

Joilrual of Af edical 'Education1 XXX\T (l\1ay 196o), 42 1-42 8. 
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congregation 1 in 1 844l he h9.d hi~ seven daughters ::tnd h1s son baptized 
in the Unit::1.rian faith \virh hin1.33 c:ontcn1poraries of J)ickson f rc-
(]UCnt]y· spoke of his "rich c]oqucncc'' and u captivating grace.'' He 
,Yas n true gentlcn1an, son1e\vhat of ~n aristocrat, a 1nan ,vho cherished 
d ucl1ing, oratoric~ 1 ~ki 11 l soci~l distinctjuns, and prestige. I-Jc fa vorcd 
c l1 th a 11 as j rt; enjoy cd \Vi tn cssi n g exec ll ti on s and oh sc rvcd so 111 c forty 
hrrnging.';; g~nTc one of the first tcn1 perancc ]ecturcs jn the Sou th, t11-
though he hnd no aversion to fine tah le ,vines; o,vncd scvcr31 s1avcs; 
syn1pathizcd ,vjth the (:onfederacy and ,vas nearly incarcerated ns n 
traitor during the (:ivj] '~'ar. He ,vas 2 disrjngnished physician ~1nd a 
1110s r unusual 111nn. ~"' 

Dr. H..ichard Dennis Arnold ( 1808~1876) contributed signific41nt 
let1-dership to the Unitarian congregation in Savnnnnh. He tvas born 
in Savannah, educated at Prjnccton and at the tnedica.1 .school of the 
University of Pcnnsyh~:1nia~ nnd returned to Savannah in 183 2. to 
practice. He purclut5ed an jntcrcsr in the Sav-anna h Georgian -i but 
after n short tin1e as cditort lcf t the nev~·spapcr. 1-Ic served in the state 
Icgis]atnrc of Georgia an<l \,~as n1ayor of Savnnnah for six tcrrns. 
Arnold helped to found the Savannah i\1lcdicaI College and ,vas a n1crn-
her of its faculty. As n1ayor of Savannah1 he had the unhappy task of 
surrendering the city to General Shern1an in I 864.R~ 

33 [Saruuel Henry Dick.sonil 1~The Prjnciple of ]_.,1fc,ii Tbe A1nerican Revietrv: A 
JV big Jounrnl of Politics, Literntur.e, Art aud Scieuce1 \TI (OctoiJc.r r 84 7 ), 364; 
Samuel Giln1an to Henry ,,,. Benn,v~) Charleston,. 11 Septetnbcr 1847 (Ilcllo,,;,·s 
Papers, l\1Hi). He rented a pclv in the Archdale Street Church bet,Ycen 1844 and 
1 8471 and 18jo an.d 1858. Sr:.:c Elias Il. Ilulli Founder1 1md Pe-w Renters of t be Unitar-
ian C l:mrc lJ h1 C bar le sto11 1 S. C., 1 & 17-187 4 ( Char 1 esto r1: Uni turi an Chu re h j n Chflr] e.s-
ton I S. C. Prcss1 1970 ), p. R;, John Dickson to John A. l)ickson, AshevHle, N. C.1 29 
Fchnury 1844 (Djck5on F\unily Papers,. K cU). 

iJ 11-Death of Professor San1uel Henry I )jd..::~on1 .i\1.D.t Charleston Daily Courier, 
3 April 1872; [S?.nn1cl Henry f)ickson 1 ] t~ouellingt RusselPs Atagaz.Jne,. 1 ( .i\-lay 
1-8 57 ), 132~[41; Samuel H ctuy J)ickson to H. R. Did~son) Charleston. 1 l\1~r 1 B58 
(Djckson Fami1y P~pers1 NcU), Samue] D. Gross 1 Autobiogrnpby (Phil~dclphia: 
George Bar.ric 1 18S7 )! II, 369-J 70; R:i.dbill (note 3 2 above), pp. 384-386. Djckson 
ga,Te the Yale Phi llet-a K~ppa orntion 1 in_ dJ4 2., in pbcc of Scn'iltor C~lhoun; see An 
Oration De!i--,.,ered at },lew Htn,en. Before the Phi llett1 Knppa Soc.iet}'i August 17, 
1842 (Ne\v Ha\·en: B. L. T·I 'iltn1cn,. 1841). Sec also C. I--I~p11o~dt1 Hiliogrnphical Skttch 
of Samuel Henry IJicksoni L\1.D .• LL.D./' J1edical and Sur;,ic.nl Reporter, X (Janu-
-ary 185 7 )1 r :2-1 Si San1u~l Henry Dicl:son, Essay~ on Lif e1 Sleep. Pain, Etc, (PhiJa-
dclphia: Bfo.nchard & Lea, 1852 ), pp. 184i l 89: Samuel Henry Dj~ksonl Address 
before tbe Soutb Carolhw SocietJ' for tbe Pronwdon uf Te1,1p1:rnnee~ April 6tlJ., 1830 
( Charleston; Ohscn·or Office Press, r l 8301) I 

3-J AAfH, p. 39; DAB, I, ~71-37i~ Richard H. Shryock, cd.1 Letterr of Ric/Jard D .. 
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In I 830, a Unit11r1an society ,v~s formed in Savannah nnd forn1a1 

~crviccs of ,vorship ,vcrc ndvcrtiscd in the Savannah Georgian in 183 2. 

l)r. Arno]d 1 then t\vc11ty-fonr years o]d 1 conducted the services \\rjrh 
other ]ay1nen and provided continuity to the church)s n1anagcn1cnt 
through ~1 succession of diff crcnt Unitarinn 1ninistcrs. As one of 
Savannah's discjnguishcd citizens, .A.rnold "'=ts the tnost inf1ucntia] 
tnctnbcr of the Unitarinn society'" The church's continued existence 
depended heavily upon his Jeadership.34} 

Arnold o\vncd at least seven sla ,Tes~ I-Ic ,vas a physician to ves on 
p!nntntions ncnr Savnnnnh nt the hcgjnning of his n1cdic}1] career! but 
;1pparcntly later \\'ithdrc\v fron1 rhjs ,vork. I-le continued an interest 
in the hc;1 l th of Blncks1 ho\vcvcr 1 and studied ''racial'~ aspects of d iscasc 
nnd cont~gion. I~Ic ncccptc<l the role of gunrdian to a nn1nbcr of f rec 
Negroes -and exercised his gunrdi~nship ,vich care ~nd patience. i\'lorc 
thal\ once Arnold had to intcrven c jn order to assure his '\vards" of 
proper trca tn1cnt nd rhci r due legal rights. Son1ctin1cs he hand l cd 
thcjr finances. On occasion he sold s]avcs, but tried never to divide 
fan1i1ics. In one instance he ,vas placed in the unusual situation of being 
the beneficiary of slaves in a ,vjll of one of his ,vards~a free Negro 
,vun1an. i-\rno]d thought thnt slavery ,vas central to the southern \vay 
of ]ifc1 and he rc111~rkcd that the South had inaugurated its revolution 
jn I 86 1 to sa vc sla vc1·y nbcc:insc it \Vns the cornerstone of our social 
institutions.,., 31 

Arnold,. Al.D., 1So8~18761 1-Iiuorical Papers oft/Jc Trinity ColJege His-toric~l Societ}'t 
Double Series, xv·n1-xIx ( Durh~nl: Seem:1n Press, I 92 9), 7, Shryock, HA Doctor in 
Pub]ic Life: Richard ]). Arnold of Sav.1t1nah ( 1808-1876 )t iHediciue, Science, nnd 
Culture: Hirtorical Ersrry! in Honor of Owsei 1 1e111!:in, Lloyd G. S-::cvenson ~nd 
Robert P. i\-lulth"rl.uf, cd~. (Raltin1orc: Johns J-l opldns Press, 1968), pp. 285-2 861 191, 
299. 

;.ia. Gibsonl 11 lJnii:~tfo.n Congrcg~tions in Antc-llcUuin G corgi a)' (note 'l- above), 
pp. i 5 5t 15 7; Sl1ryock1 'l.A Dor.tor in Public -Lifc)i ( note 35 aboYe ), p. l 87; Shryor.k1 
Letters ( note 35 aL-ove), p. 8; J\lHton H. Rnhn, 1 'Savannah Unit~tian5 1 Debt to Dr. 
Samuel Gi\rnant rnimeographed adclrcss [Charleston, 1966] ( GHi), letter of 
Richard H. Shryock to the author, PhHadelphia, 12 October 1970. There are ref er~ 
cnccs to Arnold'~ Unitarian thco1ogy in his d[~I')'; sec ''Diary [ of Richard D. Arnold] 
comn1cnced Jul,r i, r 8yi,1' pp. 7, 45 i and a rcconl of his do11a.tiuns to the Unitarian 
dcnon1ination is in l~h ~•Rcl:ciJ1t Buok1 1848-r859, 1J Jlp. 3-J, 6i, 63 (Richard D. Arnold 
Papcrsl Ncl)). 

81 Shryock~ "1\ Doctor in Public Lif.cH ( note 3 s abo,Tc), pp. 193-194 11 :z96~ Richard 
D. Arnold to Dr. Joe H. Gressoin, Savannah, 15 November 1847t Arno1d to Ellen 
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Theodore C1a pp ( 1792 1866), in N e,v Orleans~ def enclcd Un it::irian-

isrn bcf ore hjs southern neighbors, c1nd slavery in face of critic1sn1 f ron1 
northern friends and foes. Clapp ,vas born in i\-·lassachnsetts, gradu-
ated from )~aJc CoHcgc in 1814, spent n year at t\ndovcr 1 ... hcological 
Scn1 inary, and ,vas Jiccnscd to preach by the Congrcg~riona lisrs. 
Clapp\; firsr church! ho,vcYcr1 ,vas the Presbyterian congregation in 
N·c,-v Or]eans. ,\ 1hjlc n1inistcr to this congrcga tion Clapp developed a 
JibcraJ d1cology that put hin1 nt odds \Vith his presbytery. After a 
trial for heresy~ CJ a pp ,vas deposed fro1n the 1ninistry lll J antutr)r r 8 3 3. 
i'v1ost of hjs congregation sided ,vith hin1 and organized an ('Indepen-
dent Unitarian Society ,i a fc\v ,vccks ]atcr. C:Japp 111inistcrcd to the 
society· for near 1 y thirty years, c,,.cn during the grca t cholera and yc]-
Io,v fever epiden1ics ,v h ich ravaged Ne\v Or leans, until iU hcrtlth 
forced h in1 to resjgn in 1857. He retired to Kentucky n nd died in 

r 

LouisviHe, in 1 866. :.t8 

Cl:1pp \"vjcldc<l trcrnendot1s po,vcr in his congregation. Sjgnific111dy-1 
his church \vas also knO\Vll as HParson Ciapp~s Church.'' The church 
centered 011 the pcrson::1J1ty <1nd or;ltorical f orcc of CJ a pp; jt had no 
prayer l)ook~, hyn1na1s, nor congregational ~inging; it posscs~cd no 
church council, officers, deacons~ or ciders; it had no Sunday schoo1, 
Bible c]asscs, prayer n1ectings, ,von1 en's or n1en~s group.c\ n1ission 
societies, or sc,vjng circles; it sponsored "no donation party-, no fajrs, 

Ar11old! Sav~nnah, 1 r J~nu9.ry 1850, Arnold.to Dnvicl R. Dillon, SaYannah, 1 Decem-
ber 1 S44, Arnold to i\·I. J. Ran bin, Savannah, 8 January l848, Arnold to Thnm11s C. 
Njshct~ Savannah, 7 October 1854, .. A.rnold to l\.·Irs. Corn db Stirk, Sa,·anrH1.h! l J 
January r 86 r~ } ... rnold to 1\·1r.s, Thomas D. A-1illcr, Savannah 1 18" l\-1 arch I 865, Arnold 
to !Jr. J. G. Robertson, Savannah, 29 Julr lR65, Shryock, Letters ( note 3 5 a hove), pp. 
15 1 3 2, 33, 38~ 71. lOI, 118, r :2 4i Richard D. 1\rnold, ~'Receipt Book)' (note 36 ibc:n~c )1 

. n R k ii • d pp. 7, 91 45 i et fMss1u1; Account oo ·, 1854-1875 1 pp, ii n 1 14, et pasrrn1 (Arno] 
Pa pcrs! 1'~ cD) ; c 'Last 1 \' ill nd 1 ... cs rn n1cn t of l\tl~r h Cohen I f. ,v, c. [free \.l.r ornan of 
colorfj (Arnold P:lpcrs, G 1-J i). 

0 ~ De:,,:t,er ( note 3 2 ~bove), \ 71, 63-2-634; [H enrv ,:vilder Foote,] ''Theodore 
Chpp! 1792-J 86G!1' H erlllds of a Libr.ral Faith, JI ( Boston: American Unitarjat1 A~-
socia.don, 191 o) ! 2 7i-17 3-. Cf. also Henry '''ildcr Foote, 1eTheodore Clapp,t' Pro-
ccedingJ vf the U·nitarian 1-J istoricnl Society! HI) Part H ( 1934) 1 3-39; Theodore 
Clapp, Autobiogra[,/Jical Sketcbes- and Rer.olfor.tlonr, Durh,g n 1"/Jirty-Fi--;.,e Ye.-1rs' 
Residence in 1'-7 ~u) Orlerms (Boston: Phillips, S;lmp~on & Co.~ 18 57); John Duffy, -ed., 
P(lrsr;n Clapp of the StrmJgers"' Cl:iurcb of ]\Tew Orlcm,s (Bston Rouge: Louisjat1a 
Sta[c Uni •:crsfry P res~i r 9 s 7 - this is a c ri t1 ca 1 edition uf A uto bi o grap /Ji cal Sk ~Jc bes) ; 
Claapp~ Theological Views, Cou1prifing the Substance of Teachings During a A1iufr-
tr}' of T/Jirt:y-Fivc Year.r+ i11 Ne1v Orleans (Boston: Abel Tompkins, 1859)T 
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no nrgm1 rccfral, ~hsoJutcly 'no nothing/ but Dr .. Clapp jlld his \Vcc1dy 
scrn1on." -1~ 

Unitarian co I leagues Ji kc ,,vill ~:-t1n G rccn leaf Eliot 1 n1i11 istcr to the 
Unit~rian congrcg~ tion in St. f .,ouis, and H cnry YV' Dcllff\VS he Id 
lo\v cst11nation of CJnpp, nnd l~liot thought hjs popnh1rjry ,vas '\1 
hu bh]c. n (]a pp a pp~rcn tl y lac krd ' 1 cleric~ l dignity ,' 1 :111 <l cager 1 y 
sought popularity by playing '"· 'possu1n' ,vith hn1f the ,vorld._'~ - that 
js, he ,vas 'ta ~

0 \ 7 ct he nctivcly songht f cl1o,vship ,vith 
U 11 itarians and ,vas accepted by t hci r denon1 ina tion. l-l;iry~rd Co]~ cgc 
even consjdcrcd C1app as 3 c:111d1datc for an honorary- l) .D. degree, 
nh hough it did nor n,vard on c to hirn. 1-lis pro-slavery opinion~ - of 
,v hich l/rcdcric Dan I-lun tjngton rcn1 indcd the College - 1nay ha \TC 

stood in the ,vay. 1 

f:lapp for so1nc years o,vncd SC\'cra l sh1 \'CS and he he] icvcd th<1 t 
I'\ egro sla vcs rcaJJy en j oycd ~ln1ost an en vfrt h !c existence. "f ,·vou] d 
say to every slnvc 1n the United St~tcs/, he preached in 18 3 8, 

yo\1 shou Id real izc, thnt a ,visc 1 ldnd nnd n1ercif ul Providcnl'.'e ~ppointcd 
for you, rour condition in lif c. And nll thjngs considered, yon could not he 

Eliza Rapley~ S'ocfol Lif c in Old ]Vt~ OJ·leans: Being Recolfrctionr of u,y 
Girlhood (1'·e,v York: ]). Appkton & Co., l9J2), pp. 110:-123. 

40 YVilli:1n1 Greenleaf Eliot· to Janu~s Frccn1an Clarb;:~ N e::,v Orlcansi 9 Janu~ry 
r 83 7 (lduS\ \'); Robert C. Goudfluc to 1-J cnry YV. B~llo,vsi Nc,v Orlcanst z 7 April 
1 84 3 ( J\ 1 H i) . 

41 "\Villbrn Gn.:rnlcaf Eliot to JanK5 1~~rcc1n:1n Clarkc 1 St, Louisi J\-1arch r837, 
J-V .estcrn A! eucnger, J 11 (!'i.1~y 1R37 ), 709-7lo; l~hcodorc Cl.1.pp to Henry ,v~ Rel~ 
lo,1'S1 },.\~,i.T Orle~ns, 29 i\·1~y I S-44 ( l\1I-Ii) i Clapp to Jason ,vh itn1an, 1'-·h:,r Orlcansi i8 
February 1835, J ~•ncs Freeman Clad~~ to Charles Briggs, Nc,v Orlc111s, 2 I December 
l 83 5 ( A UA Letters, 1\1 lJ-A J-1} 1 Foote! "Thcu<lorc Clapp.t Proceedings ... (1101-e 

38 abuvc)~ pp. 17-18; C. C. Felton to Jan1es ,:v~lkc-r, Ca.1nbridge, 19 i\1ay r856, 
Frederic D~n I-f untit1gton to Jj,rncs \\ 7~lkcr 1 Cambridge, 1.6 i\1ay r 856 (Harvard Uni-
versity Archkcs). J. 1\fitchcll Pilcher 1Nrotc 1-l laudatory acC'ourn of Clapp on the 
hundredth annivers-nry of i:hc founding of the Ji'fr5;t Unit~ rhtr1 Churth of Nev~T 
oricaiis; ~cc Pilcher, ''A Century of Sacrifice ~n J Scrvjcc, Dcing the Pt1.dsh l·Iistory 
of the ·First Unitarian Churchi Nc~.-v Orleans . I .'

1 ( r I \}3 3 J, typescript! Special 
Collections l)i,;tii,ion, Tulane Uni,~crsity LJbrary )T For the annircrsarr celcbration 1 

l{ Etnietta Ods Slu1\v \Vrote :a. <.lra.nrn. It depicts Clapp a~ a kind and considerate 
nlinistcr and includes his jodal slaYcl Hl\·i~mtny Lize,'' complete ,v·ith ,vhitc apron 
and plaid bandan4l~ sec S!rnw·1 Pnrsou Clapp ( n.p.: n.d.) 9 pp. :-3. Foote'~ uTheodnre 
C_lnpp," Proceedings . . . ( note 3 8 aboYc) f \V~S also gi\·cn as a discourse :a.t the an-
nh•ers-:=i.ry of the Fir!:!:t L" nitc1rbn Church nf Nc,v Orlc~ns, 16 February 193 3, 
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rnorc cligihiy situated. ~rJie hn rdcn of your care, toils and rcsponsibjlit1es is 
1 nuch Jightcr ch~n thn.r~ "·hich God hns imposed on your iH'1ster. The 1nost 
cn]jghtenccl p hHanthropists, ,v1th unli1nitcd riesourccs, could not place you in 
fl situation nh)rc f ~vorabic to your present ~nd ever~asting \Vclfarc1 than that 
,vhcch you no\v occupy . .:i~ 

An1crica11 sJavcho]ders h::td brought the Negro out of darkness :1nd 
harbarisn1 111 to light l ci v ilizn tion, and religion, said Sann1c 1 Henry 
Dickson. And CJapp believed that God I--Iirnself had established 
slavcrv in Christian l~nds in order to deliver Africa frorn barharisrn . • 
.J\'lrs. Gilrnan pictured in her book 1 the S011tber11 A1ntron1 n h~ppy 
s]avc leading his people in thanks to (~od for bringjng then1 out of 
darkness into the light of (~hristinnity and under the tutc1agc of a good 
n1astcr a11 d n1istrcs-s .... i 

The benefits of civilization over darlcncss ,verc plain~ but did n. 
Negro have to be a slave to enjoy the transition? Djckson thought so, 
~nd Taggart stated repeatedly that the ,vretched condition of the f rec 
Negro ob]jg~ted the n1astcr to continue slavery in order Hto secure 
[the l\1egro] a co1nfortnb]e horne.u In sharp cont_r~st to the condition 
of the J\1cgro in the North, ,vhich ,vas steadily deteriorating, said 
·1·aggart1 the condition of the southern K egro sla,?c ,vss ad ·vancing re-
111arkahl_y in physica] cornforts, rc]igious instruction, and n1orat and 
n1cntal in1provcn1cnt. It \vas a picture of the happy, hard,vorking 
sb.ve over against Hthc Jazy, discontented, and disappointed f rccd-
111~u1.' 1 H 

4:.:-C.J.P., ~'U n1tarin111srn in 1\' ev.- Orleans [J\.TC\V Orleans Corrcspon'1cnc(\ No. 
1\ 1],'"' C/Jristfon Negistcr 1 XX: 15 (Io .April c 841) i TJ1eodorc Clapp,, Slavery.~ A SeT-
n101i1 Ve livered in rl:,e First Co11greg~1tio1b1I C/Jurch in 1',l e-w Orleanst April 1 s~ , S 38 
(N e,v Orleans: John Gibson, 1838 ), p. 66. 

4;'. S. J-Jenry Dkkson, RenurrkE on Certain To pier Co1n1ected 'With tbe General 
Subject of Sfovery (Cnarlc:ston: Ob5erver Office Press, 1845) 1 pp. 9-"JO. Thii;; p:un-
phlct l.'(HllJJri.ses tv:o n1~g:a7.inc fl.rticle.s; the second originally ~ppeared as a ,iLcttcr 
fro•n S. H. Dickson 1 ~1.D.t Christian Examiner il11d Religious Af ircellan:y! XXX, 711 
(No,·emlJcr I 844) 1 417--43 2. The coitors of the C liristian E.'l:J1111i11er deleted so much 
of Djckson)s c.s:-say that he felt obliged to pub1ish the origin-al css-8.y hintself. See 'J]~o 
Clapp (note 41 abo\'c) 1 p. 56; Gilrnan (note 11 above), p. 83. 

-i-:1. Charles l\1. Taggart, u.R~\'. i\·1r. Taggart and SJavery," Christian ]legister1 

XXX:42. ( 18 October 1851 ), Ii T~gg2rt, ,iSlave Hulclets and Slave~/' Cbristian 
Register, XXX:48 (2.9 Nul'crnber 1851 ),, •; Taggart, Slavery ~ud La·u: in t/Je Ligbt of 
Christianity. A Disc1Jt1rse Ddivered JJef ort' tbe Congreg,Ition of U-nitarian Ci:JTis-
tfrn1r of /i..7 asJr,;ilJe, 1·ennessee, 011 S1mday Eiiening, June 22dt 1851 (Nash,Tille: John 
T. S. FaH~ 1S p)) p. 8; S. Henry Dick~on, 11Jnfluence of l\1ech:injc:;il Oct:upations on. 
Health,n Sout!Jern Literary Journal, JJ (June 1.836), 150. 
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Although slaves participated in con1n1union and ,vorship at least in 
the Unitarfr1n societies of Charleston _and Savannah, the religious in-
struction that Tagg~1rt discussed Jnd 1\1rs. Giln1an depicted ,v~s de~ 
cidcd l v l'd cthodist."1;j Dickson believed that U nitarianisnl \Vas suitable . 
on]y for '(those of superior stat~on'> and that any ''Christian teaching 
\Vhatever,, ,vould satisfy ~1thc poor ignorant slave.'' .iG If this seen1ed to 
irnµ 1 y that Black Unitarians \vcrc not prose I ytizcd, the slaves ,vcre not 
troub]cd~ They enjoyed, said Taggart, their o,vn "spacious and con1-
fortab]c churches~' and thousands happily attended in th~ir best clothes 

• 1• • • · ("-lj 1 · d n ] f " ]" to receive re 1g1ous 1nstruct1on. i-.1 u t1tu cs, t 1erc orc 1 ,vcre re 1-
giousl y f rec and happ}\ '' preached Theodore Clapp. As Chrjsf s sin-
cere discjples, they possessed t1. glorious hope, "the more painful and 
humiliating the circun1stanccs of f their] condition here1 the tnorc 
bright ,viH be [ their] in1n1ortal existence hercafter~n .. 7 

The possjbjlitics of "n1cnt-J] in1provcn1cne' for the .sla,.,e \Ycrc not 
11s prornising ~s the possibili ry of his ""rnoral itnprovcrncn t. J' l\lost 
sh1vc stntcs prohibited teaching sla vcs to read and ,vri tc. Dickson f c1t 
that Ill an r sla vcs ncquircJ 1nuc!1 by oral jnstruction and U nm. jorit Y of 
thcn1 \Vere better cd ucated than the laboring classes "of the higher 
r::1ccs'~ in other countries. To his credit, Dickson \Vished to rcn1ovc 
nH legal i111 pcdin1cn ts f ron1 instructing B]acks. Granted he f cl t the 
pressure of the ~' loud voice of p11 h! ic opinion~'' ,v hich detnandcd an 
irnprovcrncn t in the slaves' cund idon, his stand on teaching s]avcs to 
read and to \Vritc \Vas not 

The self-in tcrcst of the sla vcholdcr necessitated proper n1ed icai care 
for his slnvcs. A northern "Cotton Lord/' said Arnold 1 could easily 
fill the place of n dead ,vorkcr b) 7 hiring another n1an, but the slave-
hoJder ,vas forced to provide care and attention for his Negroes. Dick-
son recon11ncndcd proper n1cdical care as ,c the soundest policy and the 
\Visest self in tcrcst~') The n1cd ical historian 1 Richard I-I. Shryock, has 
pointed out th3t slavery had disadvant~gcs as a ''system of health insur-
~nce.~1 Slayes \"Vho did not respond co treatment cou]d have 1ncdical 
~ttention ,\rithdnnvn, if their indifferent n1astcr thought in1provcn1cnt 

-15 Clapp (note 4 "fl.hu\·c), p. 1-07~ T~ggart ( note 44 ahove 1 first itctn ), p. l; Gihnan 
(note. 1 l above), p. 2 69. 

-tr, Dickson (note 3 1 ~bo,Te), p. 7. 
4 'i Taggart (note 44 above 1 first item), p. 1, Clapp ( note 42 a.hove) i pp, 45, 67. 
4R S. H. Dickson, Address of Dr. S. H. Dickson, JJeJivered at the lmrugur~tion of 

t/Je I'ublit Scfiool, Four th of July, 1856 (Ch~rlcstort: ,\ralker 1 Ev-a.ns & Co., 1856), 
p. 9; Djc:kson (note 43 above),. pp. 3, 10, 1 J-iii 30. 
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\vas not f orthcon1ing. The property jn tcrcst ::1.rg11n1cnt for slave c1~rc 
,vas not ahvays binding, said Shryock, for "1ncn ha vc been kno\vn to 
ncgJcct even their Jive sLock~Jt J\1rs. c;ihnan :assured her rc:1dcrs th~t 
s]avcs did receive proper rncdical attentjon ~nd ,vhcn they grc,v oJd, 
,vcrc grad11::1Jly ,vithdra\vn into a conte.ntcd retiren1cnt. So ::1ngcJjc did 
she portray the South's health and social .security systc1n as being, 
that the dcscrjption seen1ed to c1nb:1rrass her, pron1pting her to :td d a 
footnote that said, ir ''n1ay .scarr.:c]y be necessary to repcatn that al1 
incidents in the Soutbern A1ntrou ,verc ~ifonnded in truth." ,w 

As far 3S religious instruction, 1ncntal in1provement, health c~rc, and 
general cornforr ,vcrc concerned, the slaves' lot \Vas far superior ro 
thnt of European ]:1borcrs, northern ,vorkcrs, or the f recd Blacks. 
Clapp and Dickson both praised the Arnerican s1avc's salubrious cxis~ 
tence over against the sad plight of the European \Vorking ,von1anr 
Clapp \V~s shocked by the :1nin1~1-1ikc existence of the fcrnale pcnsant-
ry and la horjng cl'1sscs jn Eng ]and and Fra11cc. ':\'hiJc yjsiting these 
lands he tried to convince his hosts th2t An1crican sla\"'CS enjoyed in-
con1parahly f rccr and h~ppicr lives than the lives led by thcjr poor 
,von1en. The average physica] con1fort of the BL1.ck slave, said Dick-
son~ ,vas "infinite1v above that of the \Vretched ,vhitc shtvc of the .. 
British n1anuf;1ctory._ or ,vurse sriH, of the coal mine, trained f ron1 in-
fancy to push ,vith her forehead a loaded \vagon,·n or to cra,vl in h::.r~ 
ncss like a beast of burden. ~0 

"'\i\1hcn the t\vo n1cn co111parcd the situation of the An1erjcan ,von1~11 
and the N cgro slave, the)' sa,v certain si1nilarities.. 1 ... hc dependence of 
a. slave upon his 1nastcr, taught Dickson) \Vas an cvi]t but it ,vas ,.:on]y 
f clt to be an evil ~n1ong equals.'~ The Negro, jnf crior to the \\thitc, 
,vas happy in his dependence upon his n1asrer, just as ,von1an \Vas ~'tnost 
happyt' in her dependence upon n1gn/i1 ]n Clapp\; vic"r A1ncrjc~n 
,votncn ( even in 1,1Inssachusctts) had no po1itica1 liberty-and jn this 
respect 1 \vcrc reduced to the Jcvcl of our sla vcs. '1 But conversely this 

4g Richard D. Arno]d to Jacob A1cCal11 Sa,·annah, 19 August 1849,. Shryock, 
Letters (note 35 above), p. 3 3. The letter is also jn Richard H. Sh.ryock 1 ' 1Selections 
fro1n the Letters of Richard D. Arnold, A1.I).t IJulletin of tlJe ]obns Hopkins 
H OSfJittrl, XLII ( J\tirch-April I 928 )1 I 70. Sec alsn Dickson (note 44 abr}\~e). p. 244; 
Richard J-I. Shryock, iii\1edical Practice in tht Old Southt South Atlantic Quarterlrf . . 
XXIX (April 1930 )1 I 74, r 75; Gihnan ( note 11 abo,;.~c ), pp. Ro--81. 

tiP Clapp, Autobiogurphical SketcbeJ ( note 38 abo,Te), pp. 341, 3 75-3 79; Dickson 
(note 43 ~bove)-1 p. 2 H. 

0-1 ]}ic::b:on ( ,1otc 43 above), p. 6. 
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n1can t that the sla vcs ,vcrc as f rec and undisturbed jn their ""don1esttc 
rcJations" as \~'h itc ,votncn in the northern st2tcs: 

The slaves jn Louisiana ~Tet in all essential respects~ as f rec as: the f crnale popu]a-
tion of J\•lass-achusctts. l n con1111on ,\ 1frh our fair 51sters, at the North, they ate 
en t off f ron1 the ex ere ise of th c po Ji r ic ri l franc l Ii se, '1 nd t l 1c en 1 p loyn 1 en ts of 
public ]if e. But in the prjvate sphere nrnrkcd out for thcnl, thc_y n1ay taste the. 
purest b1iss of earthi ri.nd he an ornm11ent, n 1ight and blessing to nll vr.1jthin thcjr 
innucnc~.r>~ 

~ecdlcss to sar-i CJupp thought n1ost sJavcs ,,·ere better off thnn north-
ern ,vorkjng 111c1L;:j:j 

~r:1ggart, as seen a hove., liked to con1pa re the con1f orts of slaves \Vit h 
the disco1nf orts off rec Negroes in the. North., 1'1rs. Giln1an suspected 
one heard n1orc s1nging and dancing nt shn.,c Chrjstn1as parties than 
arnong fugitive shn-cs in their ~'f rost-hitten co]ony'l' in C-anada. So 
gre~t ,vas the contrast bct\vccn Negro s]avcry- and Negro frccdo111, 
T ::iggart .said, thnt jn nun1 her of c~scs f ugitivcs voluntarily returned 
to slavery in order to ''~pend the rcn1ajndcr of their Jives in co1nf ort. '' 
Ho\v unh~ ppy it ,vas for a nlastcr to n1cct accidcn talJy his '' e111a11ci-
pnted slave~/' in the North, -and h:1vc to refuse their n1ournful and tear-
ful picas to have nthc prjviJcge" of returning to slave1)r~ Incvit~hly,. 
Caro11ne G i ltnan depicted such a sornJ\vf ul encounter in the Soutb eru 
/11atron bet \vecn a n1astcr and a f rec Negro ,vhosc ~~only ,vish on e~rth 
,v!-ls to Jive and die in his n1~stcr's service." il-l 

It is difficult to reconcile thi.s Elysian s]avcry cclebr::-tcd hy southern 
Unitarjans ,,:rith the S<itanic institution depicted by the radica1 aboli-
tionists. Sure] v a s]avcho]dcr could not he consjd crcd g sinner and 
slavery· sin if the institution produced so 1nuch benevolence ~nd Jove. 
Taggart f cit ~11 social relations ,vcrc not csscntia1Jy sinful, and that 
slavery, therefore, basically a p~rcnt-chi1d re]ationshipl ,vfis not sin-
f uJ:~~. To the contr~ry, son1e s]ayeholdcrs sustnincd their n1astcr-ser-
van t rc]ationship even ,v hen slavery ,vas not ccono1nica1 ly pron t~b le 

5Z Cbpp ( note 4i above)~ pp. 431 46. 
~3 Clapp, (not~ 4:2 above}~ pp. 42 ! 44· 
~4 T:aggart (note 44 :ibovci second itcnl ), p. l; C-aro1ine Gilman to ~1My dear 

Chil drcn1 '~ Charlcsto n, 16 De ccrn ber IS 60 ( SCH i} .; Gil n1an ( norc 1 l 11. b o,Te), pp. 
2.35-.136. 

otJ l'aggart (note 44 above, first item)! p. 1. Taggart quoted OrvHle De\vey's 
dob.bt that s 1 a very ·was sin. 
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1n order to ensure their sJaves" happjncss. Thjs bcncvo]cncc c.crt~in]y 
cou]d not be considered ~in. ua 

'~If l ,vcrc persuaded of [ sh1vcryJs] sinf ulncss/l testified ·.rheodore 
Clapp, '~nu fear of n1an should deter rne fron1 asserting n1y convictions 
o.f truth nnd duty on th is subject. n Rut it \Vas not sin ~'to protect'! f ccd 
and clothe, those ,vho are unable to fccdl cJothc and protect then1-
sch:ecs.~' To f rce the slaves to fend for thcn1sclvcs ,vas ",nost cruel, 
anti-Christian nnd un1ncrcifnl. 1 ' CI~pp felt the South had to do its duty 
and to say ,virh St. Paull u\~7c ought to obey God, rather than 111en." 

It ,v-as "a dict~1tc of Chrjstianity th~t our colored population should 
live and die in servitude." ~H Therefore, the slaveho]ders of the SourhJ 
rcn1arkcd Tngg~1rt, no 1ess than an tis]avcry northerners! ,vcrc ~pro-
f cssc<l chrjstians and rcasonab]c n1cn. n 1"hc s]nvcholdcr \V~s n 1nran, 
,vrotc ~\1rs. Gi]n1an, ,vho i ~con trolled the happiness of a Jarge f an11 I y 
of his fcl10,v-crc,1turcs'' and sought to reign over his 11littlc kingdon1 
... in i.visdo1n 2nd love." 0 ~ 

C. PoLYGEKEs1s: '''HAT (;on HAs PuT Asu:--.1 1>EEt, 

Lr.T No A-1AN JoJN ToGETITCR 

In support of slavery the southern Unitarjans usually supplied nvo 
argun1cn ts~ the biblical prcccdcn t for slavery and the maintenance of 
soci1] order. ~l'he biblical argun1cnt scc1ncd to Cl::1.pp to be a good de~ 
fcnsc for sJavcry. S1avcry ,vas universal an1011g the chosen pcop]c of 
God in the ()ld Tcstarncnt. The patrjarchs probab]y each possessed 
n1orc s1a,Tcs than an)r planter living in iVlississippi or Louisiana. God 
did not countenance any ]a\vs or custon1s an1ong the patrinrchs ,vl1icl1 
"at the ti1nc i.vcrc ,vrong, sjn f u] or in1n1oraL:" In (~ cncsis God ga vc 
Abrahan1 bond-servants. "I-Jere \Ve sec God, u said CJ a pp, -:idca]ing in 
slaves; givjng thc1n [ to Ahrnhnn1] as a rc\vard for his en1inent good-
ness.'' God ga vc his h-1,vs to the patriarchs and slaYery ,vas part of those 
ln,vs. This f net furnished Co'.conclusive evidence of a di vine author itv 

r 

for the institution. n In the 7\lc,v l""csta111cn t Christ had set do\vn dutjcs 
governing the n1astcr-scrvant relationship. Clapp ,va.rncd that if you 
aho1ishcd slavery you aboli::;hcd the relationship for ,vhich the N e,v 

ri,n Taggart (note 44 aho\'C) second itcrn), p. 1. 

ri7 Clapp (note 41 -above) 1 pp. 5, 40~ 59, 60. 
ii B Taggart, SJ a1.-·e r :y and Ltn.:J (note 44 <J. h o,·e), p. r o; Git rnttn ( note 11 fl bovc), 

pp. 2 02-103. 
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Tcstnn1cn t prov idcd rcgul~cions and in ciT ccc you <ibolishcd nson1c of 
the bnv-s of Chrjst.' 1 Arnold, "f aggart, and Caroline Gilnian a] so 
found support for sla,Tery in the Biblc~fjD 

l\ n1orc hysterical argun1cnt for s]avcry ,vas the n1aintcnancc of 
soc ja_l order. 1 "he great 111a jority of I..Jouisiana sla vcholders, \\Tote 

Clapp, c'hold the African in bondage for his o,vn good and the public 
ordcr.n The Negroes arc Hso \\'cnk, in1bccilc and inefficient, as to be 
a bsolu tc ly inc a pa hie of scl f-g0Ycrnn1cn t. '' \\'hat else c~111 n sh1vc-
holdcr do hut continue to hold his Negroes in bondage: 

.. f o set thc1n f rc:ct \\'ould he to i1ntolvc the1n 1 n speedy and renledHess destruc-
. tion. It \\'ou]d be cqu[ valc1u. to dd ibcn1tt nnd cold blooded mutdcc ,~l c hc1 vc 
no n1ore right at present. acting upon chrlstinn principk:.'i, to crnancipatc our 
s]~ves:1 then "\Ve have to put then1 to de:lt11 by pojsoning. shooting, dro\vning., or 
burning. l'he taking care of tl1en1, has been devolved upon us as a solen1n duty 
by our ancestors, and I nn.y ndu~ br A1n,ight:T Provi<lence. 1n . 

Dickson thought the dangers to social order Vlcrc so great that 
cn1ancipation ,vas "neither possible nor desirable." Slavery as an insti-
tution, explained 1-..aggart, ht1.s "(co-existed ,vith christtan philosophy 
and christian philanthropy, for n1orc than cjghtccn centuries." One 
just could not en1dicatc or Hcvcn n1atcrially n1odify,, an institution 
, vi th a 1 on gc vi t y of c en tu ri cs+ To c ff cc t the i n1 n1 c d ia tc e 111 an ci pat j on 
of three n1 ill ion N cg roes j cop a rd izcd the liberty of t\vcnt)T 1nilJjons of 
"'"'hitcsa In the end cn1ancipation incant the cxccrn1ination of the 
Blacks. Tl1cy ,vould go tl1c ,va)' of tl1c An1crjca11 Indian; 211 inf crior 
race tyrannized and destroyed by the superior '"'hitc race. Or as 
Arnold nttionalizcd~ 

Sen.-~itllde is happiness to the ncgro; liberty is a nlcnns of happiness to the Anglo-
Saxon, and the pre.sent rclaciv·c condition of both races is the best security for 
the prosperity and ,\·en being of the ,vholc con1n1unity .. + • It has ,vorkcd 
wcH, ::ind ,vould have ,vorked ,veil forever jf let a.lone,G~ 

::,1) a~pr ( note 41 abovc.)t PP· 8-1 I l 3 3; cf. also Clapp! A utobiograp1Jical Skctcbes 
(nute 3 8 abo\'C )1o p. 403. 

~o Taggan:, SJtn.1erJ1 and l~aw (note 44 c1.bovc)1 pp. ~-6; Giltn:an (nocc. l l -ahovc), 
pp. :2.oi-203 [Rkh~rd D. A rno1 tl,l Hl"hc Rc~t.:lton Against the Ah0Htior1ists 
American Civ iHzado [l \ 7 C r:;u s Puri ta• 1 F n 8. l ic is1 H j r I 861 l ( nf.:!\\' ~paper di ppi r1g-., 
Richard D. Arnold St:r~pl}ook1 NcU); 

r-.i Clapp (note 41 iho,·c )1 pp+ i 51 i 7:, cf. alsu pp. 58, 601 and Clapp! ~'A Thanks-
giving Senuon" (note J abuvc). 

, c2 Dickson (note 43 abovc) 1 p. 10; cf+ also Siln1ucl Henry Dk:kson tu John A. Dick-
sonl Charlcston 1 7 Septembet· l S-51 ( Did~son Faa1nily Papcrst NcU); Taggar( 1 Slavery 
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Po1ygencsis~ the concept thnt God created a diversity of races rather 
than a unity of znankind, ,vas expounded by· Taggart. If one proved 
that God had n1adc one group of 1ncn dificrcntly· fro1n another group 
of n1en ~nd that He blessed an 1ncqunlhy of intcHcct and potential 
het\vecn different '(races" of n1cn, then an institution like slavery could 
be .sin1p1y looked upon as a contcn1porary rcinforce111ent of God\; o".rn 
origin~I crcati\rc dcsjgn. ''l\l o argu,ncnt or fact/" infortncd Taggc1rt, 
~ican he adduced, to prove any thing as regards the original unity of 
the hun1an f an1i!y. n l\·1 en only held on to the theory of the unity of the 
htu11::tn race because of tradition. There ,vcrc serious di fficu hies in 
proving the theory and no rcnson ,vhatcvcr for tryjng tu prove that the 
theory \vas ti+ue. In other ,vords~ it ,\ras not ncc.:cssary to 1na~ntain 
Black and Y\1hitc \vcre one jn a d1v1ne uni t}r of mankind. l{arher ''the 
.supposition [of] a diversity of origin-a] creations by the Sn pren1e 
Father/i expiarned l.'agg~rt, 
'1ppt".ars to ... · h:=i.rn1onizc pcrfccdy \1i.'Jth all the kno\vn operations of the 
graciou~ -author of r1r1ture, in :1d;1pting r.ll I[ \'ing bejngs to the ad1nirable nnd 
-pcrfecr1 though to u~, \\rondcrf ul and inco1nprc hcns1b]e hnvs by ,\-•hjch he 
governs the uniYcr.sc. r..3 

The difference het\vee~1 races \Vas neither recent nor ten1pnr2r_v, but 
"::1 difference est~b]ished 4~000 year~ agoJ \veJJ kno,vn, natural -.1nd un-
changeahle as the spots n pon the 1eopar<l. 1' J\ilen should~ th crcf orc1 

Taggart suggested, 111 terpret H o1 y Scripture j n h~rn tony ''/ ilh ,.ccstah-
]ished science, the ,vodd'.~ history, and the \vhnle natural order of 
Divine providcnce .. a (J~ 

Dr. Arnold rcvic,vcd, .in 1856, the V/ork of the fa,nous polygcnists, 
Josiah C~arl{ ::\Tott and George R. G]iddon~ 1-Ic f c]t their ,vork ,vas of 
a great puliticai ~s \veJl as ethnological in1port2ncc bcc'1 use their con~ 
clusions could be app]jed to the problem of slavery~ Jf the diff crcnccs 
of race ,vere traced back to a ''diversity· of origin of the hun1an race/' 
then ~·Ia very had a spccia] purpose in God's plan for the ,vorld. 'fhc 
Sou th,, Arnold re111arked, \vas n~t ,vrong to carry out (;od 's orjgjn nl 
plan and to niain tain an jneguaJ ity\ ,vh ich ,vas "originally irnprcsscd, 

nnd Law (note 44 s.Love ), pp. 7-8 1 r l; Tsgg~rc ( nor:e 44 ~ho,·e, first ]tc1n ), p. 1; 
Arnold ( note 60 aLo v e ) • 

03 Charles ~1:anson l~aggan·, nThc Divcrstry nnd Orjgin uf l Iutn::tn Raccst 
S01uheru Qutt.rterly lleview, N.S., l \! ( Octohcr r 851 t 4 771 4 79-480. 

G¼ C. l\1, ~~-agg:ut, uH.cv .. C. J\·1. ·ragg:.1res Lecture upon the Origjn of the l-tun1'1,n 
H.acc as Taught by Scripturc:t C/:Jrirtim1 Register, XXXll]: 1:z ( 3 J unc I S54 ), 1. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVI, Number 2 (April
1978)

A bolitiouisut as 1l1ale/icence 

and ,vhich, so far., through all history, has hccn it1cxurably n1~in~ 
rained.~} In short, it ,vas not \Vrong for the '''hitc 1nan to keep the 
Black n1nn his slave!~) 1\'1 rs. c; ihnnn bdicved th cit "one race n1ust be 
subor<linntc to the othcr .. n If the Blacks ever catne into po,,rcr, she 
toJd Harriet i\1arrincau, she should not object to being p]accd on the 
rruction b]uck \vith her children and being sold to the highest b1ddcr.t.a 

E-vcr anxious to please the clergy, Dr. Dickson told the Nc,v En-
gland Society of Charleston, in 18 54 1 he neither questioned nor denied 
the unity of the hu1nan race in the sense of religious dog111a. Rut he 
believed that hath "physiuJogicaHy· and sociallyH there ,vas a striktng 
difference hct\vccn races of 111cn no 1natLer ho\v that difference ,vas 
cxplaincd~(J· But privitclyr he expressed ~nothcr vic,v and said to a 
fr icnd as to the Bl~1cks, th~t the diff crcnce het,vccn thcn1 and hi111sd f 
,vas chasn1al: 
\\ 1hcn they sho\v n1e - Ces An1is Jes Noirs - a pjcrure of a flatnosed, thick-
iipped, \VooHy hcnd f ron1 ,vhose '\vi<le n1011th issues a Jabcl ,virh the sentin1enta] 
question> '_A..111 Not I a !vbn :in<l a Brother?' I reply you may be of the Genus 
Hon10 n_';:i Naturalists assert but l dee line the honour of any near relation~hip -
tbc Bat and the \, 7hale brlong \Vjth 111c to the 1'iJnn111u~lb tribe. 1·hc Connnon 
parentage I do not understand. The Bible evidently cont~ins the hhaory of the 
C:n1cas1:1n or \•Vhite r~cc. I find little 111ention of the Illacks in the s~crcd 
volume/is 

.A.s a doctor in the South, D jckson~ like Arnoldi ,vas prone to affinn 
the racial diff crcnccs in contagion and discrrscs. r,!) The en1 p hasis on the 

CJ [Richard D. Arnold,] ciRevje,.\' of Jndigeniour Rar.er of tbe Earth, ~lew Cbi1p-
ten of Ethnolo~iccd Inquiry, etc., Edited Ly C. J\lottf J\1.D., and George R. Glkl-
dont [Snirannab] Georgian trnd journal, I 3 December 1856 ( newspaper clipping, 
lltchanl D. Arnold S('n,pLook, Ne U )~ Arnold had already shown enthusiasn1 about 
the ,v or k of g not her pol }'g c n ist, Sa rn u el G c orgc ;\ 1 o rton ·i sec YVilJ iam Stan ton, The 
Leopard's SJ,ots.+ Scientific A ufrudes To -ward Unce hi An1erica, 181 s-J9 ( Chicago: 
University of Chicct.go Press, 1966), p. 92. 

r.a /\1artineau (note 2 3 above), I~ 344· 
c;-; San1ucl Henry Dickson~ SJ,eecb DelhJered (in Sl,bstantc) at tbc Dinner of tbe 

N l;il, Enp)and Sociery, of C ,Jarleston, s,c.! on 1 1/Jcir Anni" •. WrHiry j Dec . .2.2, 1 Ss 4 
(Charleston: John Russell, 185 5), p. I 1. 

Gs S:unucl Henry l)jckson to Joseph l\Hlligan, Charleston, 2 ])cceanber 1838 
( 1\-liUigan Paper~, K cU). 

Cfj Cf.1-e.g.1 S. Hrnry Dit::"l.soni A-f anutrl of I'at/Jology MHI Prnrtice, Being tf:Je Out-
line of tin Course of Ln::turer l)e/ivered by S. HenTy Dickson, A·f.D. (Char1cston: 
Publjshed h)' the Author., 1842 )., p. 54; Erxayr 011 Pnthology aud TIJernJ,eutlcs, lieing 
the Substance of t!Jc Course of T...ecturei Deli'l.1cr~d by Sau/1 Henry Dickson 1 I 
( Ch.il"lcston; l\1cCartcr and A 1len1 1845), 26--2 7i 5amucl Henry Dickson 1 

1 'A History 
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peculiarities of Negro diseases that pcrv2dcd Dickson's rne<lical ,vrit-
ings also occurred in the ,vork of n1any other southern ducturs. Shryock 
hns pointed out the support that physicians such ~s Dickson '1.nd Arnold 
gave to an c1nphasis upon bjological distinctions bct,vccn the races. 
This ,vgs in tnrn, "an integral part of the ,vholc pro-slaYery -argu-

1:1-... 0 1nent. ' 
It ,vas nor .surprising then tha.t one of the prjmary f cars of the 

sou t I 1 crn Unitarians ,, :eas that th c ah o 1 it ion is ts n1 ig ht obtain cnuu 1 ci p:1-
t ion and destroy the South,s ' 1civilizJtion" and its distinctions hct\vccn 
the icrares.n They ,verc certain a prjmary goal of the abolitionists ,v2s 
an1algamation. Son1c dcc]arcd that the abolitionists extolled loudly ::ind 
publicly such a goal. Taggart believed the aboljtionists ,vcrc preaching 
n1 isc.egcn a ti on~ Dick son h c 1 icved they , v ere in cu] en ting n1 a] g am at ion 
and declared he ,vould die 1'a thousand deaths'"' rather th:ln have this 
take p]acc. Arno]d too felt the (tPuritana ~bolirionists in1plicd the 
N cgrocs' right to ::1.n1al ga1natio1L it 

D. · A SouTHSIDF. \T1E,v OF "FREE So1L FAl\TATICISJ\1') 

,,,,, e are Jiving for posterity,', preached Taggart! ''for the future, for 
all our race ,vho n1~y succeed us on the c~rth. 't A rnerica had a special 
de~rjny ~nd had rjsen to be "the resurrection and the life, to the nBtions 
of the earth.'' •2 Not all southern Unitarians ,vould h-avc supported 
Tagg2res patriotic effusion for America's 111anifcst dcstj11) 7 , hut the 
people under discussion did jn fact hold a con1rnon allcgi~nce to the 
Union. As the abolitionists encroached upon their ,vay of life~ alJc-
giance to the Union d,vindled+ Clapp ,vas a solit:l.ry eJ."ception and re-
mained loyal to the Union throughout the Civil '\'ar. In the e::ir1y 
1830s Gihnan cotnposed a Union Ode for the Union Party of South 
Carolina :;ind received -a silver vase f rorn them as token of their appreci-
of the: Epidemjc Dengue~ as It Pre,T3iled in Charleston in the Sun1n1cr of 1850/' 
Southern Al edlcal Reportt 1 ll ( l S-50), 3 8 5; A. \V'. Palnlcr • .[LNotes on lectures of Dr.s. 
Geddings, Dickson 5 Shc-ph ardt & 1\ 'loultric 1 Cha rl-eston, S .C. ! 185 r -J 8 5 i /' pp. 80~ 9 6 
(A. ,v. Pa.lmcr Dooks, NcU ). 

10 Sh l"}'O ck, ,i. J\ 1 e dica l P rn cticc ") 1 ( note 49 above), p. 1 f;9; cf. Rich3 rd Dr Arnold 
to A. P. i\·fcrrill! Savannah, 13 i\1ay r 854, Shrrock, Leuers (not.; 35 aboYe), PP· 65~67. 

71 T:.1gg:.1rt (note 44 above, .second item), p. r; l)ickson (note 43 above), p. 3 5; 
Arnold (note 60 above). 

7~ Ch-arles /VI. Taggart, 7'/Je A1ore1l A1irsio11 of Our Couutr'J+ Two Dircourses De-
livered Before tbe U11it,1rian Chrirtianr, of Cbarlesto11, S+ C. 01z Sunday, July 3D, 1Br J 
(Charleston: St~~tn Po\ 1/er-P.ress of '''alker & James~ 185 3 ), p. 1 J. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVI, Number 2 (April
1978)

A bol itiouisn1 trs 111 ale Jice11ce 1 6 9 
ation. 7a Arnold led the Union p~rty in Georgia and right up to the 
Civil '"h1.r def ended the Union -as our "glorious inhcritancc/J n To 
Dickson the Union \Vas "glorjo11s," stiH he hedged a bit; he rivns a 
national unionist, but "A Charlcstonian and Carolinian first, ,1nd a bovc 
all." rri 

The a bolitionistsi attn ck upon the Sont h ,vns son1crin1cs rranspo~cd 
by the southern Unitarians jato an attack upon the Union. Had nor the 
aholi tionists spoken of disunion thcn1scl ,Tes? iri For the 1nost p~ rt~ ho,v-
evcr, they engaged the abolitionists in ,varfare in order to protect their 
southern ,vay of 1if c. '~The noisy throng of fan~ ti cal nbolitionists' 1 had 
united the South~ and the South jn turn assailed the "n1isnan1cd rc-
forn1er~" for n1aking the slaves1 condition ,vorsct for thrusting in the 
s1avcs' hands ''dangerous and in1propcr prin1crs and picture books/~ for 
preaching in~urrecrion to the sbves, for cxpollnding ' 1trashyn nnd 
1'c111pty" nrgnnicnts against slavery, for extol1ing private <.:onscicncc 
a hove the L~,v of the land, and leading the conn try into ' 1horrors of 
anarchy. n n 

Arnold approved of the Compron1isc of 1 8 5 o and f cit that the South 
could accept it ,vithout ''degradation or dishonor.n 7B '''hen the North 

7H San1ut1 Gilman, ~iu nion Ode. Composed for the Union Patty of S.C., -and sung 
Julr 4, I 83 i 1' (typescript)~ Francis (;. Porcher, i\ LD., A. S. \VilHngton, and Thomas 
Bennett r:o Samuel Gihn-an, CharlC!ston, 19 April 18 3 i (copy); ~'To the Author of the 
National Ode \:Vrittcn for the 4th of July, 1831. The Rc\-d. San1uel Gi1n1an. As a 
trjbute of the ~ffectionatc respect for the Patriot, the Schol-ar and the Poet. Th('. 
friends of Natiunal Union h~xe prc.s~ntcd this ,Ta!ie. Chas. So. C'J." (typescript of 
inscriptton on v~sc) ~-- ~11 of i:.110\'c: SCHi. 

7-:1 Richard D. Arnold, An Oratjou, Dc/h.,ercd in t J.,c 1-l cw Brrprixt C1n1rc/J, 
Scrvanna/J, before t/Je U1,ion and State Rightr Assocfatio11 of Cb,1t/J.11u County~ ,n1 1/Je 
Fourth of Jul)',. t835 ( Savannah: Thomas Purse! 183 5 ), p. 2 1; Richard D. Arnold to 
John ,,,. Forney, SaYanmih, 26 No\rcn1bcr 1856, Shryock, Lctterr (note 35 ahovc), 
P· 79· 

'1iJ Dicbmn (note 67 above)~ pp. 3, 1 o. 
'"/'(j Taggart, Slavery and I~ttrtv { not~ 44 ahovc ):~ p, 11; l~aggart ( note 71 aboYc ), 

P· 14; Cl~pp ( note 42 ;lbovc),. pp. 61-62; Clapp! Autobiogr(lpl)fnrl Sketches (note 
38 abov·c), p. J9l; Ril=hard D. A rrtold t.u F;. L. Ilt-l.scun1, Savannah 1 n.d. [183 7)t 
Shryock! Letters (note 35 ttbuvc )., p. r 8. 

77 Dickson. ( note 43 abuve )) pp. 3, 2 [ ! 30 1 San1uel Henry Dickson to Joseph 
rvrilligan, Charleston., 2 8 No\'crnlJcr 18 3,5 ( 1\1 ill igan Papers, NcU) i Richard D. Arnold 
to Chandler Rob Lins:! Savannah! 15 Angtist 183 71 Shr)'"Ock,. Letters (note 35 aho\'C ), p. 
14; Taggart, Sf m1ery aud Law (note 44 alH)\TC) ! p. 6; i\·!artine~u ( note 13 abo,·c ), JJ1 

i 3 6 i H ~rrk t 1\ 1-a.rt i nc:a. u to Lydi:a. l\·1 ar fa Chj Id, "\iV c.~tn1instcr, 1 o Jan u at y 1 n. y.. (Auto-
grnph filc1 i\·11-1); Cfopp (note 41 ::i.bcnTc)1 p .. l3t Taggart (note 71. ~l)o,Tc)1 p. [5, 

7-8 "Dr. Arnold>s ]...cttcrt Dnily G.eorghm, J 7 June 185 [ (ne,vspapcr 
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I 70 1-J nrv11rd Library 11uJJ etin 
fniJed to honor the con1pron1ise, shot do,vn southerners in pursuit of 
,,:. h ' + • l n d · d 0 1 J 1 · 'f I J d '' t cir jllSt r 1g 1ts1- an assi.c;tc } ac c pu ercrs an( co ore· ronrr,vays 
to escape, then the South could off er the prayer f o.r these "n1isguidcd 
brcth rcn n: 'iF a thcr, forgi vc thc1n I for they kno\v not ,v hnt they do l ', io 

Or the South coukl n1akc prepar~tions for open ,,rnrf nrc+ Arno]d soon 
s~nv the tfrnc ,v~s con1ing ,v hen CY cry southerner hnd to stand 'jn hos-
tile array ::-.gajnst Free Soil F tic isn1.1 I-I c sent $. 126 f rorn the citizens 
of Darien~ Georgia to aid Gcorgi:111 colonists in l(ansas and prayed~ 
''(~ocl prosper the right."' ~0 Saruucl GiJnian h1n1cntcd the Kansa~-blood-
shed and the qhrandishing of Lhc f orky, fiery tongue of Surnncr/, and 
hoped for the peaccf ul separation of the Union 1nto t\vo co1111non-
, ... caiths. 81 

'''ith the John Bro,vn raid into the South, peaceful separation 
scerncd a slin1 possibjJity. i\1rs. Gilrnan ,vns disturbed by ~'John Br<nvn-
isnl,"" and .A.rnold thought the North had bcc;on1e a ' 1foreign and hosti]e 
pcop]c. '' Northerners thrcntcncd the South's 1 'vcry households', ,vith 
their ''unholy rncdd ling.:-, I~Ic thong ht Sun1ncr and Se,vard oughL to he 
'cshot do\vn jn their tracks." l{acisn1 clouded his ,Tisi on of the in1pcn d-
ing crisis nnd he ,vrotc a f cHo,v physician~ in \\T nshj ngton: 

It is n practical guc.stjon ,vitl1 us, nor on]_v :i.s to existence and prosp~rity, but 
,vb ether ,vc arc to l be] d isenf r~nc,h isc<l of our liherties and subjugated to 
don1inat1on of the Blac.::k Race+ In ri fe,v ,vords 1 to gratify an ab.)tract fanatical 
tdca about the equ::1 laty cif the .Ilbck and \Vhitc R~lccs) cntcrr::lined by n1en 
n1~lny of \\'horn hjvc hardly ever seen a Negro, the best governrnent on the 
face of the e:1rtl1 is ro he de~rroyed + • 62 

The tragjc events ,vcighcd heavily upon c:arolinc Gil111an. _Like her 
husbandi she h~d ,vantcd the t\vo antagonistic tJcctions of the country 
to part jn pcjcc, but she knc\v thnt \Vas unlikely no\-.;,r4 In Decen1her 
1860 she \VilS alone in Charlcsto11r 1-Icr husband had bctn dead fur r,vo 

-----
dipping), ['ScrapLook, 187 I-I S-75 L of Richard Dcnni.s ArrnJ1dr~ (Nd)); A ruoltl to 
John lV. f orncy1 s~n·annah, 30 i\-iarch 1858, Shryock. Letters (note 3 5 aho\'C ) .. p. 88. 

• 9 Taggart (note 44 above, first item) 1 p. 1; Dickson, ''Duelling 11 ( note 34 ~bovc ), 
p. 1 l 2:; Dickson (note 67 -above)., p. 7. 

RO Rich~rd D. Arnold to f'....oL John \Vr For11ey 1 S:i vannah, 9 Septcrnhi.:r r 8_-p, 
Arnold to C-apt. E. l\.·t J\-lcGec 1 Agent for the Georgian Colony iri 1-Cnn~:ts) q Si::p-
tcrnber r 856, Shryock, Letters ( note 5 above) 1 pp. 57~ 77-7R 

.':ii Sa1nud Gilman to ,ci\1y dear chHdrcnt Chark-ston, August 1 R5{} (SCU). 
8~ Car<Jline Gjhuan to cLJ\1y dear children/ 1 Ch.arh;ston1 i4 l)c(.;c1ubcr 1860 

( SCH i ) i R i r.-h c1 rd D+ ~A, r no 1 d to 1\-1 r_i;:. F.. N. Cosen s:, S"'l \-'~n n :11 t, :2 5 Scptcn1 b er 1 860, 
Arnold to lVHlfarn C. J..o,vbcr, -Savannah, 7 Dccc1nhcr 1 860, A..rnold to James 
1V~ring~ Sa\'ln o~tJ1 18 Dccctnbcr 1 R6o, Shryocl::1-tetters- (note 35 above )t pp. 98-1 oo. 
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Aholitiou;f,n as 11/aleficence I 7 I 
years. 1-Icr children ,vere in the North. She caJlcd her sl~ve1 Jan1es~ to 
her side and explained to hin1 the rc::1sons for the difficulties ber,vcen 
the 1\1orth and the Sou th. 

I said1 
1\r ou kno\v the old thirteen states nH1dc b w·s together, called a constitu-

tion, and prorniscd (O keep then1. One of the l::nvs 1.vas that run~nvay slaves 
shoul<l l)c returned to their o,vners. The 1\1orth has broken the fa\\", encourages 
the sla vc., to run a,vay, and sends th-en1 to Cmtn.dj. They do not take thctn ho1ne 
:ind n1akc ladies and gentlcn1en of thcn1~ but put the111 in f rcczing c1imate, to 
labor for the1r ov.-,n living~ good and bad together. 

11.\ nother trou blc is about the tcrrjrorjes. Can you tc11 n1c, J an,es~ ,vho o,vncd 
I..oui~i::nrn. before the U.S. bought it?j 

'l~hc Frcncl1, 1na1:.1n1, 1 said he 1 ,vitl1out hcsicac1on. 
~,, 1cl1, that state, and the other territories ,vcre bought hy all the St~ltcs, North 

and South. The Sourh priid :1s rnuch 1noncy ns the North :ind had the smne right 
to thcn1. After ,vhi le sn1nc of tlic N orrhern States Legan to sjy the Southern-
ers should not carry their s1:1vcs into ne,v cerritori e.'i. Of course they could not 
Ji-ve ,vithout their slnvcs) \\rho arc their support, and this 1nadc ilnother difficulty. 
1',.lo,v the South ,van ts to sepjr;1te f ron1 the North 'lnd h::.1ve nothing rnorc to do 
,vtth then1. Jmncs) dn you understand all this?' 

'\T ' "]-,] 1 1 '!I es, nm. arn. rn.n c you, 111a ~n1. 
'No,v J mncs, I hope and trust there \Viii be no fighting, but if there is~ you 

n1ust take good care of nH~J and I ,vill t:tkc c~re of you.' 
~y· cs1 111a'a111.' s::.i 

63 C~rolinc Gilnrn.n to 1LJ\-l y dear childrcnt Charlesto111 16 December t 86o (SCHj); 
reprinted in her •~1.ctt<:r5; of a C'..onf ederate l\1othcr'' (note :2 :2 above), pp. 504-505. 
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CoRRIGCNDA 

AN ACGIDEr-;r subscq uent to proof reading ( discovered in t-irnc for correction 
in off pdnts of the article) cau.,ecl t\\'O · errors in the October t 97 7 issue 
(XX \ 1: 4),. page 415 + l~hc second line of f ootnotc 62. ,vas printed upside do,,'ni 
and the last Jinc of footnote 6:z ,vas printed as the fourth line of footn.ote 63. 


