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Melville's 'Rammo11': 

A Text and Co1n1nentary 

ELVILLE~s 'R:unn1on) not publishell in his ]t f etimc or in 
the Standard Edition of his ,vorks (J..,ondon, 192 2.-24) 
\Vas first printed (fr om the n1an user i pt j n the Harvard 
College Library) in 1947 in Collected Poe1ns.1 The 

text off crcd there contains a nlunbcr of errors, so1ne £erionsly distort-
ing the sense; th c notes,. ,vhich arc fc,,\ give no indication of variant 
readings. The manuscript, Harvard i\1S 188 (382 ), sho\vs at lea.st four 
~tages of composition; the variant readings illustrate I\1elviUe"s 111ethod 
of ,vork and the 1novernent of his though~. Detailed study of the sketch 
suggests that com1nentators on l\1elvilfe tend to make him more subtle 
than he is and less personal; his habit of embroidering his \Vork ,vith 
incidental matter and ,vith sometimes haphazard asides tends to obscure 
the original subject, ,v hi ch may be further obfuscated by overz.c alous 
interpreters. By its first editor, 'Ramrnon' is claimed to be 'an in1por-
tant statement, con1jng late in his life, of 1\1clville~s philosophy., espe-
cially on the problc1n of Evil \vhich so concerned hiin.' 2 The fact., 
ho,vevcr., is that the passage on good and evil (lines 28~36t b~lo,v) is 
a I a tc interp o] a ti on and a 1ncre asi d c; the subject of 'lt ammon' is the 
doctrine of in1mortality; and in this sketch, under the mask of Rammon,. 
l\1elvillc makes it very p1a.in that of all the metaphysical questions that 
absorbed him this is th.c one 'mainly disturbing him, (line 1.45). Be-
ca use the sketch deals ,vi th a subject a d1nittedl y im po rtan t to l\1 e Iv ill e 
and deals ,vith it in revealing isolationJ an accurate and annotated text 
.should be useful. 

The manuscript is composed of t,venty separated leaves of note 
paper that originally came in folded sheet.~. It is doubly enclosed: the 
outer covering is a folded sheet of coarse ,vrapping paper; the inner 
is a folded sheet (recently separated at the fold) of the note paper. 
The outer \Vrappcr, nvicc used before, contains three sets of titlc8t the 
fir.st t\vo in blue crayon crossed out in penci1, the last in pencil. The 

;1, Edited by Hcnvard P. V'"incent (1'-=-e,v York! 1947 ), pp. 411-416 (hereafter re-
ferred to :as CP). An errata slip cariects rypographica.l errors and a few textual ones.. 

.2 CI\ p. 487. 
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first title reads: tProse / [ double rule in red cta)ron] / 1'.1eadovts & 
Seas / I double rule in red crayon) .t The second title is '!via.st-head / 
!\.f cdirations [ the nvo ,vords surrounded by a. red line]'; the ,vord 
(Musjng.s" js added in pencil bclo,v 'l\1editations,., cvjdcn t1y -as a sub-
stitute for it.. These titles are then scribbled through in penci]J and 
'Ran1mon / The Enviab]e Isles' is added belu,v in pencil. On the. inner 
,vra pper app cars 'R an1mon? jn red crayáo 11, underlined ,vj th an orna-
mental b1uc rule., and under this title 'The Enviable Isles'á has been 
added later in pencil and then canceled jn red crayon. As \vill be dem-
onstrated later, the lyric .cThe Envjab]e Isles, ,vus not originaUyá part 
of 'Rammon.' 

The text of 'Ra1nmon' is in prose, except for Leaves Nineteen and 
T,venty1~ ,vhich contain thirty lines of vcr.sc dialogue providing an in-
troduction to the poem 'The Envjable Isles/ rcn1ovcd by l\1e]vjlle 
jn 1888 for inchision in Jobu A.farr. The first eight leaves of the manu-
script are in ink and comprfac clean copy ju a reasonablyá legible hand, 
,vith fe\v deletions and insertions. 1""hc rest of the 1nanuscript is much 
revised and marked over; it i~ in pencil except for the last seven lines 
of the verse dialogue, ,vhich arc again in ink~ As so often in his com-
position, Melvilleá has ~esorted to consjderablc cutting and pinning, 
cspccia n y j n the h ea vii y revised portion of th c 111 an uscrj pt. Six len ves 
have scraps ,vitl1 additional or later drafts pinned to thcn1, and there is 
also an unattached penciled scrap, \Vith a deleted draft of lines from 
Leaf Three on one side and the notation 'These ,vould a11 have to be 
re\vrittcn, on the other. Six leaves and three pinned-on scraps have 
canceled drafts and fragments on the verso; all a.re identifiable as con-

. nc c tc d ,vi th 1. R -an1n1on' (including 'The En viable Isl es") except for a 
fc,v phrases on a scrap pinned to Leaf Ni netecn and th c ,vords 'Bride-
groon1 Dick / Dec 4, 1887./ ,vritten in pencil and canceled in red. 
crayáon, on the verso of Leaf Thirteen. 

Th c first eight lea vcs arc n un1 b crcd cons c cu ti ve 1 }~ by J\1el vi Uc in 
pencil; thereafter the numbering is in blue crayon, except for a can-
celed nu1nbcr in red crayon on Leaf Thjrtccn. Four n utnb ers, 8, 9t r 1, 

and 14~ arc rcpcatcd1 each ,vith an encircled 2 beneath the nun1bcr 
(reproduced here as 82; 92; etc.) ; the first leaves 9, 1 1, 14 have an en-
circled r beneath (9\ 111, etc.). The final lcaft 2ctu2llyá the t\ventieth,, 
is thus 16 by I\1clville's nun1berjng. Some of the leaves bear t\\'O sets 

s To -avoid the complic~tion invoivcd in using J\.1 elvillc's page numb~ring1 I refer 
to each leaf by its numb-er in strjct sequence+ 
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of n111nbers; e. g., Leaf Ten sho,vs a numbering 43 canceled and re-
placed by 91

4 This double nun1bcring indicates t\vo drafts., each revised 
and expanded, giving four stages of co1nposition, not counting scraps 

apparently antedating theset or the ink draft of the first eight leaves. 

1'he page numbering on the verso of l .. eaf Nine (l\1clviHe,s s~ and the 
first leaf of the pencil draft) gives us the length of the first draft~ this 
verso contains an early version of the final Jines of the prose and is 
numb crcd 6; the revised portion of the same text a pp cars on Leaves 

Seventeen and Ejghtcen, nun1bercd by A1elville J41 and 142 ¥ Commen~ 
tators on ivloby-l)ick, especiallyá those ,vho theorize about nvo radi-
cally different books1 1night ,vell observe the .cRa.mn1on' manuscript, 
,vhich suggests ho,v i\1elvil1c., ,vriting A1oby-Dick, 1night be thalf \vay 
in the work~ in l\.1ayá 1850, 'mostly done' jn early August of the 
same J'áear,, ,vorking on Chapter LXX\T (-about five eighths of the ,var 
through) in Dcccn1ber; and stjJl be tcooking the tailt in June 185 r .-1 

Jay Leydat The /1.Jelville Log (Ne,\."' York, 195f), I, 374, 385, 401-401~ 415 (here-
after Log). á 

See Leon Hoáward,.s rcasonab]e demonstration of 1\1clville's ch~nging conceptions 

of Ah~bs \v]1ich ~ccount for intcrpob.tlons in the early- part of the book and for the 

late camposition of such chapters as that on \vhiteness (XLII) Hernun1 .kJelvillc~ 
A Biography (Berkclcyi C'1lif,, 1951) i pp. 16i-17 3. The whal]ng chapters ~Jone, 
added ,after 1\1.clviUe's :icqnisfrion of Beale ( 10 July 1850; Log, ls 3 77 ), appreci~hly 
Jen gthencd A-! oh y-Dfo k after Duycki nc k (Au gust 7) rep o rtcd l\1e1 \7iHe as having the 
book crr1ustl y don c., It is not n e ccssary to postulate a radical I y d iff crcn t 'U r-A1 ob y ".' 

Dick' to account for the oddities of the com posi tin n of the Mob y-D i ck \Ve have; 

analogo\ls oddities are cletnonstrar:ed in ~Rarnnlon' on a s~naH scale. (Sec lJo,i.r'"1rd 
\Tincent1 Tbe Trying-Out of i\1oby-Dick, Bos.ton, 1949, pp. 12,. 37, and passiin; and 
George Sre,v~r!  ,~fhe T,vo .Atoby-Dicks/ Auierican Lttert1ture, XX\r, 1954s 418-448). 

\\ 1hat nnw requires explanation in Moby-Dick is the discrcpnncy of tone ~nc;l 

.sty 1 c benve en certu in portions of the first tw ~nty-nvo ch-a pters (excluding the brief 

passage, pol ogize d for, ah nut Ilulkingtun Bad the passages inscrtc ll to fit the Ah ab 
story} and the rest of the book. Thts e.1r]y 1natter is essentially con)ic in tone and 

fantastic in derail. The t,vo jnns,, Father 1\1app1e's pulpit, and the Pequod arc bizarre 

and fanciful setdngs providing -a background appropriate for horsej)hy ;-tnd parody 

bl tt áwholly inappropriate for a t~ le of tyranny or for one of daemonic posscssi on. 

The innkeepers, Father i\álapplc! Bildndi Peleg, Charity, and the head-selling Qneequeg 

'-"ho is: bedded do,vn '-Vith Ishmael arc figures designed :.tnd n~mcd for a comic and 

fantastic narrative! not for a pseudo-dnu11atic metaphysic:il tragedy. The treatment 
of these passages is also different from that given the Ahab rnattcr-:: these sections 

"\vritten áwith much care; they arc ,vorked out in detail! and they are objectively 

presented; the rest of the book s:ho\VS signs of haste. is vaguely áworked out, and ls 
large]y subj ecti ,áe; the sty le is r1 otic cab 1 y I hetorica], even io flatcd, I\.á1e1 vil] e had a p:... 
parent1y set our to he as amusing as possible:t but could not keep on áwith his comic 

n1ood. A letter to lI -a \vthorne ( 1? J l1 ne 1 8 51 ) is here relcva n t: 'I ~m so pu11 e d hit her 
&. thither by circun1sta nces. . . ¥ D oU a rs damn me; and the ma] ici ous Devil is for-
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The entire manuscript1 \Vith the exception of Leaf Thirteen and one 

of the scraps pinned to Leaf Njneteen, is of the same un,vutcrn1arked 
,vhite ,vovc paper .. The paper of Leaf Thirteen and the scrap pinned 
to Leaf Nineteen, though similar, has n1ore clearly defined chain- and 
wire-lines, and is noticeably darker in color,. n1ore nearly cream than 
,vhite. These same t\vo papers con1prise, in varying proportionst aH 
the other late manuscripts of !\1 c lville preserved at Harvard, including 
the Burgundy Club sketches,~ John A1arr, Ti111oleon, and Billy Buddt 
,vith the lighter paper predominating in Ti1110Jeo11 and Billy Budd. 
In John Marr the lighter paper is often used as mounts for pasted-on 
slips of text written on the darker paper. Although the nvo kinds of 
paper appear together., the use of the lighter paper appears generally 
to have follo\ved the use of the darkcr4 

The n1anuscript of (The Enviable Isles/ no\v found ,vith the prin~ 
ter's copy for Jobn Marr (a[so at I,Jarvard1 together ,vith corrected 
proofs), consists of three: leaves (hereafter designated Leaves T,venty-
one, T\vcnty-hvo, and T,venty-three); these leaves v. .. cre originall)r 
nun1bcrcd (in blue crayon) 17t 18, 19, thus continuing ,vithout a break 
the final nun1bcring of 'Ran1mon'; this numbering ,vas later canceled 
and replaced by 1343 r 3 5, 136 (again in blue crnyon) to follo\v the 

ever grinning in upon inet holdiI)g the door ajar~ .... '''hat I feel Jnost n1ovcd to 
,vritc, th, t is ha nncd:t - it \V iU not pay. Y -et 1 I tog et her" "Tr he the o tber \Vay I can not. 
So that the product is a fina] hasht and nll n1y boo~s arc botches1 ¥ (Log. I, 412 ). 
Critics and interpreters of /'\.{cl v j 11 c n1 [g 11 t ,~..re 11 8 ttend to his o,vn intclH gent .sd f-
cri ti.cism and he "\V~rned a\vay fro1n ittcnlpting to interpret !lnr of nis ,vorks ns if 
they we re consistcn t nd artful vrho] cs. 

Th osc ,vJ 10 A re tnov e d to in ,Tent h ypotheti ca] Af ob y-D ic k 5' ought to ask \vh y I if 
lvfclvillc had áwrjttcn a book that ,vould .seU, he .should ha,Tc discarded it. That irnag~ 
i ncd by Ste,va rt has Bu] kingto n ns its hero; one then asks '\' h y disc a rd an en tire 
book except for one paragraph (requiring then a du1nsy parenthetical apo1ogy) and 
al] us ions to a name in a chapter th::1 t does not rcq ui re a name at all; in the Ah ab 
story'! the helmsn1an in the Lee Shore clrnptcr n1ight Letter h-Jvc btcn nanleless. 
It i.s 1norc rea:s oni h 1 c to sup pose ti lat l\ 1 el ,Ti] le1 in d Esp er~ tc straits to get his bo ol: 
finished, kept every scr~p he had~ Bulkington appears to be a tcmpor~ry and n1akc-
~hift invention 1narking the change from the comic n1ood to the tr~gic 
one that produced Ahab. A similar makeshift appear~ here in tRammon, in the figure 
of the Buddha. (The incann1tory repEtition of Rulkington1s name in the L~('. Shore 
chaptor does have the effect of endcn.ving the figure ,dth a fa]~e suggestion of sy1n-
Lolic significancet hut the extremely fl:it a.nd :nvkward opening sentence of the chap-
ter sho,n; that J\1elviUe had no clear intention here; he h~d merely ~n excrescence to 
be erad ica t-ed. ) 

i StLldied by l\ferton M. Sealts, Jr, in HARVARD LrnRARY BuLLE.rtN, XII ( 1958)~ 
1.53-2674 
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pagination of the printer's copy for Jol:n1 A1arr. Leaves T,venty-onc_ 
and T,venty-three are of the lighter papert ,virh the verses ,vritten on 
pasted-on slips of the darker paper and the lighter paper respectively. 
J...,eaf T,vcnty-t\VO is of the darker paper, \Vith the text ,vritten directly 
on the leaf.. The lines of verse are all in ink, as is the heading on Leaf 
T,venty-one reading "The Enviable Isles / [double rule J / (From 
''Ra111nto111:ii) _' 

The date of composition cannot be precisely detennined, but area-
sonable conjecture is possjble. As the text ,vi11 reveal, 'The Envjable 
Isles, ,vas not orjginally part of "Ramrnon'; before it ,vas co1nhjned 
\vith the sketch, the poem had been introduced by verses ,vritten in 
the first person plural instead of the singular and having a rhyme 
schen1e different from those used in the present introductory poem. 
Five ofá the origin a 1 introductory verses, in ink-2nd revised in pen ci 1, 
are pinnedá to Leaf T,vcnty and thus bcco1ne the conclusion to the 
n e\v in trod uc to ry vc rse di aloguc ,vrittcn as a part of 'Raám mon., A.i1cl-
viUc 's final pagination of his manuscript, including that of the poem~ 
sho,´s that the last draft must have been con1posed before the prinrjng 
of John A1arr jn the summer of 1888.6 A ter1ninus a quo is not so 
readily arrived at~ The clue of 'Bridegroom Dick' on the verso of 
Leaf Thirteen su ggcsts th:it Mel ville ,vas ,vorking on his last draft of 
"lla.mn1on' after 4 Dec em her r 8 8 7, 7 th 011 gh á this d-a tc tells 11 s nothing 
of ,vhen he began. He ,vas certain]y laboring over the introductory 
verses ,vell into 1888; his revision of the last five of these extended to 
changing them from the plura I to the .singular but not to repairing the 
defective rhyme schen1c. As for the rest of the introductory verses, 
nc,vly con1posed1 their decidedly unfinished state suggests that they 
,vere being 1-vorked on shortly before the more :finished lyric 'The 
Enviable Isles' ,vas extracted from the ,vhole and added to the printer's 
copy for John Afarr. The evidence of the paper is here to be noted; 
ten of the fourteen verses of 'The Enviable Isles, are on the darker 
paper, \vhich, as ,ve have noted, is generally a little earlier than the 

i The book ,v:is copyrjghted. 7 September 1888, the dt:dicatce ackno\\']cdging from 
Eng Jand his Ice eipt of :a. copy on Septem b r 18; l\.l cl \.T j I le p pears to htt v e been pre-
paring the front n1atter s:rnn eci1n e j n 1\.1 :1 y (Log., II., 807, 809 ) ¥ 

-: Melville's date' 1876' follo,ving the title in 3ll printi11gs of this pocnl neatly makes 
the narrator in the po em the same ft gc as th c -author him 5clf but it is not a c1 u e to 
the dat-c of composition. (It is, ho\vcvcr., a rc1nindc.r of the p~r-~onal niture of Mel-
\"'illcts ,vork.) The date 1D ec 4, J 887/ on the other h~nd, has no fictive value and i.s 
t hcrcf ore poj n tlcss unless it j s ta ken to be the da tc ,vhcán 1Bridcgroom Dick"' ,:va s 
co 1n plcted. 
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lighter paper; all of 'Rammon, is ,vrjtren on the lighter paper, except 
for Leaf Thirteen (verso bc2ring the 'Bridegroo1n Dick' title and date) 
and one scra. p, pinn t: d to Leaf Nine teen, bearing l\ 1 e I ville,. s stru gg] es 
,vith recalcitrant lines of his ne\v introductory verses and (on the 
verso) a. rev jse d verse for 'The Enviable Isl es-,,~ the manuscript for , v hie h 
sho\vs this rcvjsion, further emended, in an insert. Altogether it seems 
safe to assign 'Rammon' to the period hen.vccn the fall of 1887 and 
the summer of 188 8. á 

The text printed here is intended as the best that can be derived f ron1 
1\1e]vfl[e's elaborate deletions, insertions, ~nd restoru.tions. It follo\VS 
J\1e]ville,.s latest draft except ,vhcre an .earlier draft is clcarlJT correct. 
The difficulties of lvlelvjlle's hand,vriting are compounded here hy 
the intricacies of his revisions~ T,vo particularly diffi~ult pages (l_jeaves 
Fourteen and Nineteen) are reproduced here,vith., a.s P1ates I and II, 
to tryá the reader's patience -and to a.llo\Y him to test the readings of 
nvo important passages. In the text, words syncopated by 1\1elvjlle's 
hurried ,vriring have be en rcgul arly expanded, in order to avoid 
a plethora of bracketed interpo]a.tions; all debatable expansions 2nd 
doubtful readings are treated in the notes.s In 2 nun1ber of instances 
it has been possil,lc to determine a reading in the final draft by refer-
ence to ~nearlier one~ Errors of spelling, uncanceled dittographs, and 
misplaced punctuation arc silentlyá cor rected1 the orjginal errors noted 
,v here significant. All important differences bet\V een the text given 
here and that in Collected Poe1ns arc annotated; minor differences are 
p asscd over ,vithout comment. The n ates record all variant readings 
that reveal the train of .i'Vlelvillc,s thought, shifts of cn1otio11, and method 
of comp osi ti on4 Bj h li cal p aralle] s are also anno tatcd. 

The con1plicatcd make-lip of each leaf of the manuscript (including 
the leaves of 'The Enviable Isles') is described in the notes .. To facil-
itate references, the orjginal (both prose and poeuy) has been repro-
duced ]ine byá line, \Vith Mclville,s insertions put in their proper place; 

8 M clvi1lc'"s vo'\-vcI.s are frequently illegible and so1ncti111~s arc on1incd; he con-
stantly syncopa tcs consonants. Hj s 'V and w! 1-n and n -s. re o ftc n indj st.i ng u is hah] c.; his 
r 1nay appear to hgvc ~n ascend-er. Letters v;,rith ascenders and descenders arc usually 
clear! but ,vhcn two or n1ore come together~ as in bl1 ddf, dg,. t1:,. or gbt, one nrny he 
omitted a I toge th er or CO;l Ics:ccd with nother. Con son::1n t com Lin a ti ons ending with 
t or g are almost al \Va ys sy ncop~ tc.d. The 'R~ m mon, text h:;1 s be on com pared ,vhh 
other MeháiUc manuscripts of a sin-:iifar degree of lcgibiHty in order to note certain 
habitual om..isstons of letters and c-crtiin oddities: of letter f orm~tion. Considerations 
of sense can u.liually determine readings not apparent in the script, but no tvto readers 
a re like I y to -agree on all the letters rep resented hy Mel ville ~s c ;}re1e:ss strokes~ 
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the line nun1bcring at the right has been supplied by the editor. l\1el-
villc,s pagination is reproduced at the le.ft; the consecutive leaf num-
bers are the editor's. ''l~he Enviable Isles' is restored to its position at 
the end of c:Rarnmon.,' its text that of John 1llnrr collated vtith the 
manuscript and the proofs; l\1clviHe"s revisions in the manuscript and 
his corrections in the proof are annotated. Square brackets indicate 
editorial in tcr po] a ti ans; pointed brackets enc 1 o se l\1 el ville' s can c ella-
tions of ,vords, phrases, and numbers. 

:Follo,ving the text a.nd the notes is an interpretative commentary 
with relevant allusion to Melville's other \vork, from ,vhich 'Rammon., J 

with its-confession of the nnportan cc of its thc1nc, cannot be divorced. 

I 

Rammon. 

LiAF ONE 

[ ornamented n1lc] 

In touching up on historic al rn a ttcrs 
the romancer -and poet ha vc generously 
been nccorded a certain license, elastic 
in proportion to the rcmotenes s of the 
period e1nbrgce d and consequent 
incompleten es~ and in certi tnde of our 
kno,vlcdge as to events~ personages, and 
dates~ It is 11pon this privilege, 
assn n1 cd for gran tcd, that I here 

, venture to proceed. 

5 

IO 

Lin cs I-Io. This in cro au ctory paragraph ,vas ad dcd late.; th C .first extant 
draft begins ,vi th the prcscn t scco n d para gra pb. 1\1 cl vi l lc here apologizes 
for the invention of Rammon -and Zardi (sec note to ]inc 190 1 bc]o\v) and 
for nvo Jiberdes ,vith chronology, making the Il udd ha anted ate Solomon 
and ma king the Sad d ucccs con tern porancous. 
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Ru1nn1 on, not 
n1entioned in canonic Scripture, 
the unrobust child of Solon1on's 
old age _a~d inherit~ng jts 

despondent phi]osophy, ,vas 
immoderately influe~ced thereby. 
Vnnit) 7 of vanities - such j5 this 
lif C. As to a transl a tc-d lif C in 
some ,vorld hereafter - far be 
that thought? A primary la,v 
binds the universe. The ,vorlds 
arc like apples on the tree; 
in flavor and tint one 
apple perchance may some,vhat 
.differ fron1 another., but all partake 
of the same sap. One of the 
,vorlds ,vc kno,v. And ,vhat 
find ,vc here? l\-1uch good, 
a prepondenince of good; that 
is, good it ,vould be could it 

57 

15 

20 

25 

L ¥ 

30 

Line 11. The first extant draft begins here. Appearing on the verso of 
the present l. .. caf Sixteen, the .first draft of the opening is nutnbered I in 
J'!encil n.nd headed original1y: 'The T nhiti ~slands / [ double rule] / From 
the Sons [?] of Solomon.' The .second line of this heading is ,vrittcn over 
tl 1c erased phrase 'From the \\Tor ks.' Tl 1 c , v hole h ca ding is th en c rosscd 
out and ,vrittcn above is 'Enviable Jslcs., This draft ends ,vith the n1attcr 
of lines 3 9-4 r be] 01.v. 

Lines 2 0-3 6. These lines are not i t1 the first dmf t ( verso Leaf Sixteen)., 
,vhich contains no reference to good and eviL In this early version 1Vlel-
'Tille giv~s a less figurative expression to his thought: '"The life / going on 
in the v_.rorld ,ve kno,v supplies an av~ragc / specimen of all actual exist-
ence/ the last phrase bcjng originally 'aH conceivable life.' 
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LEAF THREE 

be ,vi nno\v cd f ro1n the nssocia tc 
evil that taints iti But evil 
is no accid~nt. Like good it is 
an irremovable element. Bale 
out }'Our individual boat, if yáou cant 
but the .sea abides. 

To Rammon then 
cessation of being ,vas the 
desirable áevent. B n t desired : 
or not, an end or ,vhat ,vould 
seem to be an end., does co1ne. 
There he ,vould have rested -
rested but for Buddha[.] 

35 

Lines 34-36. An unattached scrap bcari ng an early draft of the sentence 
jn these lines "\Vas first numbered in pencil 31; then this numbering was 
deleted and a blue crayon 3 substituted. For the verso, sec page 51t above. 

Lines 37-39. The odginal reading (verso Leaf Sixteen) is 'But / death is 
the desirable ultimatum.t In rcvjsion, the forthright \\'Ord 'deatl1, is soft-
ened to the euphemistic, if philosophicali 4Ccs.sation of being¥; the tense is 
nltered fro1n present to past, and \1ltimatum, is changed first to 'thing 1 and 
then to 'cvcnt.t MelviHe's final version above áfunher disclahns responsi-
bility for the thought by- adding 1To Rammon then/ \Vhich is not in the 
original version. 

Lines 40-4r. These lines \Vere n1uch revised in the orjginal draft (verso 
Lea{ Sixteen). lV ri ting o ri gjn ally 'death com es, or / seems to come,, ~ii el-
ville then softened 'death' to 'the end;' replacing 'secn1s to con1e' ,vith 
'\vhat seems the end.' I-Jc then deleted 'conics/ and added another line, so 
that the c]ause read~ 1:the end, / or \vhat ,vould seem to be the cndt docs 
come,"' later changing the first de.finite article to the indefinite, nnd chang-

. ing the second to agree only in the. final draft. 1ahe successive changes 
here and in Jines 37-39 are suggestive of /\1e}\rille's troubled doubts~ 

Lines 42-43~ An early version of these lines (ycrso Leaf T,velve) reads: 
~There he ,vould have rested - rested / hut for Prince R ~- X - Bud-
dha.~ 

Line 43. I~Iere an_d hereafter in the ink portion of the manuscript, Melville 
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Me f.vj I le, s 'Ra1111non' 

Solomon a very lax 
Hebrew did not altogether 
rep cl 1 foreign ideas. It ,vas in his 
ti1ne that reports of Buddha 

LEAF FOUR 

and the Bud dhiscic be)ief had, 
along ,vith the recorded spices and 
p ear1s1 been conveyed into 
Palestine by th at travel led 
and learned Indi-a.n dame, not 
less communicative than 
inquisitive, the Princess of Sheba[.] 
Through her it ,vas that the doctrine 
of the successive transmigration 
of sou]s came to . circulatct along 
,vith legends of Asht2roth and 
Chemosh, among a people 

59 

45 

50 

55 

left a bl2nk space wherever the allusions to the Buddha appear (lines 47t 
48t 651 89, root ro5, and 121). He later inserted the allusions in pencilt 
marking the last t\vo (Jines 105 and 111) ,vith a question mark. 

Lines 44-46. An eadier version ( verso Leaf T ,vclvc) of the matter con-
cerning So]omon does not attach to him the pejorative ndj ective 'lax. t 
Melville jnstcad described Solomon as a 'large-hearted & genial king,' 
changing the epithets to .cliberal' and a.ttempting various expressions of the 
no ci on th at Solomon \Vas 'jm patient I of the 'restrictions, and 'narrov;ness' 
of the 'religion of his fathers., 

Lines 49-59. In his ea.rly version (verso Leaf T,vclve) 1\-{e1ville folh)\ved 
the Bible in listing l\1ilcon1 along ,virh A~htaroth and Che1nosh and eYi-
dcntly intended to continue his adaptation of I l{ings xi so as to credit 
Solomon ,vith the introduction of Buddhistic beliefs, too, The borro\ving 
of the Queen of Sheba from I l(j ngs x allo-\vcd hin1 to blame Ramm on ~s 
disturbed though ts 1.1 po n her and to off er a Solon1on f rec of any notions of 
immortality and so more appropriate to his text. 
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,v hose thcocra tic la ,v g i vcr 60 
was silent as to any life to 
cornc .. A significant abstention; 
and serving the more to in vest 
,vith speculative novelty 

LEAF FIVE 

; 
Buddha,. s affirm ati vc scheme. 65 
But profound doctrines not 
di rec tl y imparted byá miracle t 
but through many removes 
and in [the] end through the 
sprightly chat of a clever quccnt 70 
though naturally e~1ough they 
might supply a passing topic 
for the amateur of thought,. á 
yet in anyá vital \vay they 

á ,vould scarcely affect but the 
¥ 75 

exceptionally fe,v. Thjs applies 
to Rammon~ But the ,vondcrful 
conceptions of Prince ,vcre 
backed by so n1ething eq u::illy 
marvellous, his person a li ty So 

J...,EAF Six 
6 

and life. These singularlyá appealed 

Line 7 3. 'Of thou g he ll c re rcpfo. ccs the deleted phrase 'in such 1na ttcr.s. J 

Lines 77-81 .. The long dash in line 78 is in pcnciL On a scrap pinned to 
th is I caf appears in pencil an enr] y vcrs ion of these Jines. l\-1 el v jJle th ere 
used but deleted 'Buddha~ and inserted ,vhat appears to be 'Prince Rhanes'; 
the ,vord iprjncct is clear and the initial 'Rh~ of the proper name., but tl1c 
rest of the letters arc not legible~ Not kno,ving the n2n1cs of the Buddha, 
1'1 el vii l c ,vas perhaps here remem b cri n g j naccu ra tel y the name of the 
Buddha's son, Rahula~ Cf. note to Jines 41~43. 
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to Rammon also born a Prjncc, 
and consciousl too, that Tank had 
not hardened his heart as to the 
n1 ass of 1n anki nd, toil crs and stt ff erers, 8 5 
nor in any \vfae intercepted -a just 
vie,v of the in1mens-c spectacle of things. 

Rut, in large~ his thought of 
Buddha partook of thnt tender a.,ve 
,vith ,v-hich Jong after Ru1nn1on's 90 
time., the ca r]icr uncon vcntionnl 
Christians ,vcre i1npressed by 
the storv and character of Christ . 

.,/ 

It ,vas not possible for hin1 
therefore to deem un,vorthy [of] 95 
regard any doctrine ho,vever 

LEAF SEVEN 

repugnant to his u ndcrsta.ndin g 
and desire, uuthcnticaHyá ascribed 
to so transcendent a nature. 
Besides: If Buddha ['s] estimate 
of this present !if e coi1firms, and 
more than confirn1s, Solo1non n1y 
,vise father's vie\v, so n1uch theá 
more then should a son of his :attend 
to \vhat Buddha? reveals or alleges 
touching an uncscapable Jife 
ind cfirn tc] }7 con tin nous after death. 

Ra n1mon ,v as yáo un g; 
his precocious n1ind eagerly 
rcce p ti v c; j n pract i ca 1 
matters the honest)T of his intellect 

100 

105 

I I 0 

Lines Io 3-1 o 6. A pen c.il c d verrica l rule in the left margin may perhaps 
indicate l\-1.el viUe s dissatisfaction ,vith the ,vordin g (line 104 contains a 
minor change, 'his son:) being altered to 'a son of his'), or with the thought; 
~he argument is ccrta inly ,vca k. 
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LEAF E1G [ J]~ 

8 

jn part compensated for his Jack 
of experience and acquired kno,v lerlge .. 
Nevertheless he had no grounding 
in axiomatic 1n a ttcrs of the first I I 5 
consequence in passing judgen1ent 
upon those vast clain1s, sometimes 
n1ade as from heaven itself, 
upon the cre~en ce of n1an. 
l\ 1oreo ver~ in connection 120 

,vith Buddha ? it had never occurred 
to hi1n as a conjecturer 1nuch 
less as n vcrit y that tl 1e more 
s piri tn al, ,v ide-seei ng, 
con sci en tio us and s y n1 pathetic 125 

the nature, so 

LEAF NINE 
82 

much the more 
is it spiritually isolated, and isolation 
i~ the n1orhcr of illusion. 

Line 1 _24. The adjective \vide-sceing, is an en1en dation of the more com~ 
111 on pl ace 'f a..r -sccin g. t 

Line 1 2 6.. The ink copy ends herei and a pencil line foll o, vin g 1so' trails off 
toward the l1ottom right-hand corner of the page, to lea.cl to a similar line 
on the following leaf, ending at the \Vord (sot erroneously repeated. 

Line 127. The encircled 2 belo,v the 8 in Melvi1le,s page numbering ,vas 
erroneously canceled by-him in pencil. An inserted notation, 'Copy ends 
here/ at the beginning of this leaf is written over the jnscrtcd ,vords ~he' 
and ~by so.~ The first Ii n c of the leaf b c gins ,vi th a deleted phrase; (s ym-
pathc tic the nature/ follo,vcd by erroneously uncanceled 1so.J The verso 
of the leaf., numbered 6, connuns the rough draft of lines 2 z5-230 and 
237-238 at the top of the page~ nnd of lines 241-246 at the ?Ottom. 

Line 1 1 8. C P ( p. 4 1 3 ) reads ~isola tionedr' i\1el ville ori gina t1 y , v ro tc 1js it 
set apart in isolation.' Condensing his expression, he deleted cit set a part~' 
changed cin, to cit,t and changed the noun suffix to the verbal one by \Vriting 
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l_.,ost bcnvccn reverential love 
for BnddhaJs person, and nlurn1 
at his confused teaching (Jike aH 
transcendent teaching 
alike unprovable and irrcf utable) 
and ,vith none to befriend & enlighten him, 
there \Vas no end to the sensitive Prjncc's 
re vcrics & misgivings. 

LEAF TEN 

<43> 
91 I-le was left the more a. prey to these disquietudes 

135 

'ed' partly over (ion.' After making these changcst he inserted above the 
line 'men ta] 1 y as a modifier for ~isola tcd,' but, ch a ngi n g his mind a gn in, 
he deleted 'mentally~ and inserted 'spiritually., 

Line 13 1. The ,vord 'a] a rm' is Mel vj I.I e's !ice on d choice;á his first was the 
stronger word ttcrror.' 

Lines I 3 2- 1 3 4. The original reading ,vas: ¥at his con fused do ctrinet one 
not n1orc / 11nprovable than irrefutable/ The ad;ectivc phrase is altered 
by the insertion of ¥ (like all transcendent teaching;' and the closing paren-
thesis at line 134. In both lines 132 and 133 cteaching"' replaces 'doctrine.t 
The ~not more ... than" consrruction1 a favorite \Vith MclvjUc, is altered 
by the deletion of cnot more, and 'than1 and the insertion of 'alike' and 
cand.' 

CP (p. 413) docs not attempt a reading for the adjective 1nodifying 
'teaching' in line 1 3 3 The reading 'tran seen dent' requires no more synco-
pation than i\1elvi1Ic. is capable of, and the ,vord ma1{es sense jn the context; 
Melville has used it also in line 99r 

Linc 135~ CP (p. 4r 3) gives no rending for 'befriend/ 

Linc 137. 'Reveries' fa not a good ,vord here, but there is no douht of the 
reading. Ail el vi ll c had or igi na 11 y q ualificd it ,vith ~sad 1' which he d el etcd 
after changing 'poor Prjnce~s" to 'sensitive Prjnce's.:, The excessive allitera-
tion in 'sensitive Princc,s sad~ would be irritating certainly, but ~reveriest 
unmodified is imprecise~ 

Lin es 1 3 8-140+ These linesl ,vith the first nv o sets of num hers t a ppc ar on 
the main leaf, ,vhich contains also a rough draft of the remainder of the leaf. 
Revising his te:,...'"t, lv1clvil1e pinned on nvo scraps; the £rst, bearing the third 
set of numbers, carries the text of lines 141-149 and a dra.f t of 150---15 1; 
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inasmuch as he took no part in public 
affairs.. 140 

91 And for this reason. 
Upon the accession of Rehoboatn his half-
brother., troubles began, ending jn the 
permanent disruption of the kingdom, 
a calan1ity directlyá traceable to 145 
the )TOung king's disdain of the advice 
of his fathcr,s councillors, and 
leaning to flatterers of his o,vn age and arrogance 
of ignorance. 

the second s era p bears the revised Jin cs 1 5 0-1 5 1.. The verso of th c sccon d 
scrap contains a draft of lines 2 08-213. 

Linc 13 9. 'Public t is an inserted second choi ce1 'actual' being the original 
adjective. 

J ... i n es 14 r-149.. The origin al draft of these lines on the m9.in leaf sho,vs 
á that Melville 11ad co nsi d era bl e <liffi cu I ty in com pressing his adaptation of 
I Kings xii; his revisions .are directed chiefly to getting rid of superil~ous á 
modifiers. 

Lines 146-r 47. The phr~sc 'the. adyice of his father's councillors' is an 
editorial reconstruction of \Yhat Melville seems to have intended~ After 
canceling various trinls on the 111ain leaf., he left the fello,ving text on the 
pinned-on scrap: 

the young king disdain of < the council of> <sound> 
< nd vice of his fa ther1 s councillors> ,, and 

\Vith '<the councH of>" and the canceled phrase on the next line hastily 
underscored to jndicated a desired restoration. Since this directive docs 
not give an jntelligible rending and since the echo of 'council' in 'council-á 
lors' ,vould be a\vk,vard, the underscoring of 'council of' n1ay be treated 
as a simple error. ( i\1 cl\' j Uc has confused 'council,, ,vi th 'counsel l both 11ere 
and in the original draft of the phrase.) Both 'prudent"' and ',vise' occur in 
the earlier draft, but like the n1~1rginal insertion 'sound" ~re finnlly rejected. 
The enrly draft has the correct 1king's/ 

Lines I48-149. 1\1clvjJ1c had trouble finding a \Vay to describe Rehohoam's 
flattering adYiscrs here, and the order of his choices of ,vords and phrases 
is not ccrta in.. The ,vord he clings to is I arrogance'; the 'foolish fla ttercrs,) 
,v ho arc .: of his o,v n callo\v a gc,, 1 arc d escr iL e d as 'in citing 11i 111 to idiot .ar ro-
ga n ce, J and thej r "j ncxp crience' is also noted. Si nee th c Bible ( I l(i n gs xii. 8, 
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1 .. he depressing event 
confirmed Ra111mon in his 

LEAF ELEVEN 

natural bias for a life ,vithin. 
\\ 1hat av~ i ls it no \V that Solo1n~n my 
fatl1er ,vas ,vjsc? Reho b oa1n s uccecds 
Such oscillations arc not of a dayá. 

á '\'h y Btri vc? 

65 

155 

13'! 14) stresses merely: the youth of Rchoboa"in'sá adv~scrs1 the f orccful 
cond em nation here seems tn sl 1 u\v .l\1 el ville s tru gg ling to suppress an in-
trusive person~l feeling; he has left a record of his revulsion from the .fl~t-
tering popularity that follo\vcd the pub]ication of Typee and of his sense 
that he had at the time let himself be misled by advisers (the Dnyckincks?); 
sec Log, I, 354, 413. 

Line 150~ The word 'depressing¥ is an insertion. 

Lines 150-151. l\1elvillcts struggles to describe concisely the cff~ct of the 
civil ,var upon Ramn1011 appear on the main leaf and also at the foot of the 
first pinned-on scrap. On the mah~ leaf.~ Melville had ,vritten: inot alone 
did all this keenly/ afflict the intelligence and modesty of Rammon,' ,vhere 
(all this' is n revision of 'it' and 'ti 1e in telligcn cc nn d 111 o d cstyá of' is an in-
sertion~ At the foot of the first pinned~on scrap, 1\1.clvillc nttc1nptcd a. dif-
ferent expression of the effect of Rchoboam's 'folly 1

; after false .startsi 
he , vrote (revisions not noted) 'So great a calamity brought / ab on t by 
the folly of a boy seeming to / Rnmmon a ne,v den1onstration of the vanity, 
(here the scrap is cut).. .r\1civillc a pparcntly realized that here he ,vas at-
tr i hu ting m 9re perception to Ramm on than "\vas co nsis tent \ vi th his p u tad ve 

.. .f naivete. 

J~caf Eleven .. The verso of this ]eaf contains fragn1entary drafts of its text. 

Line 15"2. CP (p. 413) reads (life ,vith men/ 1,he text here rends clearly 
the one ,vord \ávithinn [sic]/ a reading that 111akes sense. Although giYcn 
gen cral 1 y to syn copa don i l\..f.el ville does o cca si on ally don b le nnd even triple 
a letter; he never runs ,vords together. 

Lines 155-1 56. 1Thc / pendulum vibrates by 1a,vt originally stood here, 
but \vas 1 a ter del etedt and the t\vo reina in in g sentences jn these lines ,vere 
connected ,vfrh a pencil line~ The sentence echoes "A pr~aryá la,v binds the 
universe, (lines 20--2. 1); both observntions are expressions of l\1elville'~ 
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Rehoboam is my brother. 
When the oil of coronation was not yet dry upon him 
and repentant Jeroboam proif cred his 
-allegiance, only imploring that the king 160 

would not 1nake his yoke grievoust 
and ,vhile the king had not yet 
dctcrn1ined the matter, I said to him, 
It is not wisdom to repulse a penitent. 

LEAF TWELVE 

Jeroboam is valorous, a mighty man. 1£. 
you make him hope]ess of lenity, he .,viii 
stir up mischjef, perchance 2 rebellion. When 
I said this much to the king my brother, 
,vjthout a ,vord he turned on his heel. 
Then I f oresa,v ,vhat ,vould come, and now 

necessitar i:l nism { sec exam p] es given by :iv1 ansfi e ld in A.fob y-D ick, ed. 
Luther S. i\--iansfieJd and I-Io,vard P Vincent, N e,v York, 1952 i pp. 715-
719) 4 !\1elviilc"s vie,vs here suggest the cady philosophy of Schelling, 
\\rhom he might have heard of from his friend Adler; sec Log, I, 322, ,vhich 
guotcs a journal entry of 22 October 1849: 1\\'c talked n1etnphysics con-
tinunllyt & Hcgc1i Schegcl [sic], Kant &c ,vere discus~ed under the influ-
ence of the ,vhiskey." Schc11ing js certainly more likely here than either of 
the brothers Sehl egel; the ,,r hiskey may have led to a mis understanding of 
the nan1 e ( ,v h ich in the ma.nus cd pti at Harvard, is c 1 c~r I y ,v ri tte n as 'Sch le-
gcr), or M cl ville n1a y h 2 ve been amusing h in1sclf \Vith the j in gl e of the 
rhythmic and rhyming names-. 

Lines 158-r 59. These lines are much revised, Melville a.gain striving for 
condensation. 

Line 1611 The orjginal adjective was "heavy.' 

Leaf T ,vcl vc. The verso of this I eaf contains a draft of Ii nes 4 2-6 2 _ 

Line 165. Cf. I Kings~. 28~ ~And the man Jeroboam v:as a mighty inan of 
valour. t CP ( p. 414) sup plies an in dcfin i tc article ( bracketed in crra ta 
slip) before ievalorous.' 
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I see iL But now as then he hold [ s] 
me for an imbecile. He surrounds 
himself ,vith those ,vhom he calls 
practical men. 

Why strive? 
And he withdre,v to his meditations 
and abstractions .. 

LEAF THIRTEEN 

<1> 
1 11 But an interruption not un,velcon1e 

175 

Line 171.. CP (p. 4r4) has ~held/ corrected in errata slip to ,:hold[s]., The 
second verb clearly has no final st but the vowel appears to be an o .. As 
lines 172 and 176 sho,v, Afelvillc used his tenses jnconsistently. Wjtl1 a text 
in the historical present; .cholds" is needed here. There is some evidence 
that Melville would have recast the Vtáhole in the past;, see note to lines 
37-39 and also line 136, ,vhcrc the verb was originally present., but was 
changed to the past. 

Linc 172. The ,vord 1jmbecilc' (u curious choice) is an_inserdon replacing 
the de1etcd ~an incompetent, a visionary~' The contrast here bcnvcen the 
visionary and the practical man is a commonplace áof rom2ntic litcrarnre. 

Line 173. CP (p .. 4i4) rends {those n~tivcs he calls.' The text js clearly 
as above; the letters wb and 1n are distinguishable+ 

Lines 17 5-176 .. Deleted before '\''hy strive?' are nvo fragments of a sen-
tence: 'So thinking, R-amn1011 / elected felt driven in upon'; and a can-
celed ~Rami appears hcm:reen 'And' and 'he .. ' l\1elville should have retained 
the proper name in ]inc 176 in order to avoid confused pronouns. 

Leaf Thirteen. This leaf is one. of the two portions of the manuscript writ-
ten on the darker paper., ,vith more clearly defined chain-and \Vire-lines; 
its verso once served as the tide 1 eaf for 'B ri deg room Dick t (see a hove, 
pp. 51, 53-55., and footnote 7) .. The text presents a revision of Jines ,vritten 
and canceled nt the beginning of Leaf Fourteen, as shown jn Plate I .. Ccr~ 
tain illegibilities on th c pre.sent lea.f are cla rifi c d by reference to the ear lier 
draft .. 
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occurred. Tho' ns a pe9ple the Hebrews ,vcrc not disposed 
tu sup er.flu ous int crco ursc ,vi th the 1 So 

Gentil t: races, yet in one jnstance 
they ,vonld seem to have 1nadc an exception. 
The comn1crcial alliance bct,vccn Solomon 
and I1iram partook so1nething of 
personal good fce]ing ,vhich radiating 18 5 
out, resulted in ::in international 
amity that for a period survived 
both monarchs4 

LEAF FOURTEEN 

<415-> 
11 2 And so it came to pass that 

Line 179. 1The Hebrc\vs ,vcrc not disposed' replaces the single "\Vord 

'n verse' and occurs as an insert direct] y above the words 'as a p eo pl e.' Th ere 

is no caret to indicate \Vhcre the phrase should be inserted~ CI' {p. 414) 
places it Lefore \1s n people.! . 

Linc 18 r. The line actually reads: cGcntiles races, yet in one instance thc 1
; 

making a number of false starts on the ,,tording of line 182, 1\1clville left 
the superRuous article nt the end of line 181 and neglected to delete the s 
from the -adjective 'Gentile~ ( originally a plural noun). 

Lines J 8 3-1 88. Cf. I Kings ix.-J 0-2 8. 

Line l 84. The earlier dn1ft does not name I-Iiran11 referring to hi1n merely 
as the 'king of Tyrc.J Ailelvillc apparently felt obJiged to call hitn by name 
in the latest drnft because he had already done so in the introductory verses 
that belonged to ~The Enviable Isles'; adding the lyric ,vjth five of its orig-
inal introductory verses including the one nan1ing Hiram (line 2 70) t he 
made his rc,rision here square ,vith tl~at addition, nlthough the ,vhole need.s 
no such specificity of reference. '''c have here a good exa1nple of J\1cl-
vjJ] c 's of ten clumsy repair , vork. 

J...,eaf Fourteen (reproduced as Plate I) .. As the jllustration sho,vs, the first 
six lines and the first ,vord of the seventh line arc canceled; they form an 
car lier draft of th c matter revi scd to make Leaf Thirteen. 
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Zardi an in1provisator of the _coast 

Linc 190. The nnme of the ne,vcomer is read as Tardi by Vincent (CP, 
p. 414) 1 but here the initial letter is n1arkcd over hcavily1 rtltering its 
orjginal shape to mnke jt look like a_ Z rather than a 1""'. In lines 208,. 
2 20 1 2 3 5, and 24 r, the initial Jetter of the nan1e more nearly rcscn1blcs 
a T~ although in line 208 it is aln1ost identical ,vith the initial F of the fir.st 
V/ord. in the line~ It is i tn poss i b I c to d c tcrn1ine ,vh ether here in 1 i ne 1 90 
1'.felville ,vas merely correcting his hnnd,vriting or actually changjng the 
name. Of the t\vo names'.! Zardi is the better, for it does not have the sound 
of nn English ,vo rd; Mel vii 1 c ,vas sen si ti vc to the sound of ,vo rdsl as his 
change of 1v1 ocha~ Dick to j\1 oby-D i ck j 1 I u stratcs+ Th c name z~ rd i n1ore-
ovcr I is approprja.tely suggestive of the Persian poet Saadi; see Log1 II, 698, 
for i\1elville"'s underscoring of a vohnne of Safldi. ~\1rther, the name Ram-
mon and the use of árhc Queen of Sheba nnd the Buddha suggest that Mel-
ville ,vns trying to give an oriental flavor to the ,vhole of the .sketch. \Ve 
are nssuming, ther~forct that Melville jntended the name to be Zardi and 
l1ave so printed it throughout~ 

In place of 1jmprovisaror~ CP reads citnportcr .. , i\~echflnically the reading 
'jrnportcr~ is troubling because the ,vord (sec PJate I) is \vritten with 111orc 
strokes bctl'leen the legible p and t th3:n account for only t\ljlo letters. Al-
though J\1clville does occasionaliy dot1b1c a letter (see \vjthinn/ note to line 
152), his habit is to syncopate, áand since he is particularly given to synco-
pation u ef ore su ffixcs b c ginning ,vi th t, a reading that has more letters 
than strokes .is Jnorc ]ikcly than one that has fc,vcr. 

As for scnscJ 'jmporter' js consistent ,vith \vhat has been said of the com;.. 
rn er cial a lUance l but n O"\V here js th ere r1 n y indication that Zar di has come 
for purposes of tra d c and the text of Leaf Thirteen descri b cs an 'amity' 
extending beyond t11c co min crcial. Fur t1 l erm ore t from the bcginn in g, Znrdj 
is conceived of as having 'one" characterizing gift. The on~ gift could 
scarcely be versa ti I ity, , v hi ch cn1bra ccs 2 l l g j f ts. The continuation of the 
text on the follo,ving leaf suggests that for llnmmon the fact that Znrdi 
was ,vidc]y traveled {see als-o the deleted insert jn the next to the Ja.st line 
of Plate I) ,vas in1portant, but being ,vidcly traveled is not a gift If the 
reading 'itnportce js rightt ,vhnt is the one gift? 

The reading 'improvisator,,_ mechanically possible1 is consistent with nH 
that is said later of Znrdit the facile versifier and putative author of the ex-
temporaneous lyrjc 1Thc Enviable Isles.t The ,vord itself ,vas commonly 
u scd in 1 el vi] le, s I if etin1e, som eti 111 cs \Vj th a pejorative sense.. Exa1n pies 
from Carlyle ;ind áEmerson_,vill illustrate; both arc curiously applicable to 
h-1elville's final characterization of Zardi: 

Not :is if ,ve meant ..¥ to cast a stone at the o]d guild of literary Improvisa~ 
tors~ or a.ny of that diligent brotherhood, whose trade is to blo,v soap-bubbles 
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a versatile 1nan, in repute for gifts 
other than the one popularly characterizing him 
made a visit to the court in Jerusalem., a court 

for their fello,v-creatures. (Critical and MisceJla11eous Essayr, Centenary Edi-
tion, X XV I I, London, 1 8 99, II, , _,_ ~) 

It is ss id th at the Khans or story~ tcl1crs j n Ispa h an and other cities of the East! 
attain a controlling p o\vcr ovc r th cir a ud icncei keeping them for many hours 
attentive to the most fa ncj f u] and extravagant ad \~entu res. The ,vhole ,vor Id 
knov?S pretty ,veH the style of these improvfaatorsi and ho\v fascinating they 
a re~ in our translations of the Arabian Nights. (Society and Solitude! Centenary 
Edition, VII, Bo~ton, 1 904, p. 70.) 

Finally., in line 240, Melville refers p1ninly to Zardi~s ~improvising gift.t 
The early draft of this passage (verso Leaf Nine) shows~ however, that the 
phrase, with the lines that accom Jlan y it ( 2 3 8-2 3 9), i~ a late re vision; more-
over1 the passige about Zardi 8S a poet (lines 231-2 36) is also an interpola-
tion ( see note I below) . \V jth out th csc insertions, nothing in the early d r.a ft 
until the first line of the last paragraph prepares us for any poetry, and 
even here the \Vord 'verse~ is an in scrtcd su h stitu tio n for what was orj g-
inall y cxchu11a t [ion]., It might then b c argued rha t á the inseni ons ab out 
Zardi the poet ,vere made 11ftcr l\1clvillc found himself abandoning prose 
nnd turning to verse; in that case the reading 'im pro visa tor' cou] d not be 
su bstH n tia ted on the grounds of cons is tc n cy of characterization. The orig-
ina I title of the ,v ho le ( verso Leaf Si xtccn), ho, vever, makes it clear that 
the i dca. of n ddin g the po cm called '"The Enviable Isl es' was fairly early ( see 
notes to lines r I and 269)4 On the ,vholc, then, the reading 'improvisator' 
seems the better onct as being mechanically possible and as ans,vering the 
question of the one gift. 

Line 191. C P ( p. 414) has ¥reports' instead of 'rcpu tc .. The CP re a ding 
was evidently suggested by a deleted ph rasc ( sec Pia te I). Gran ting the 
difficulty of making o rr t j\á1 e1vil le 's v o,vels and of b cing certain of fin al 
r"J store, ,ve prefer the rending "in repute fol not only because it is n::itural, 
but also because the origin al d rnf t of th c text sh o, vs that if CI' ,vere correct., 
Melville must have originally used the ,vord 'report' rurice in close prox-
imity, a repetition he \V~s not likely to make even in a first draft. 

l~inc !92.. CP (p. 414) reads 'charting.' The reading 'ch_aractcrizing' is de-
termined by Melvjlle"'s ,vriting of the ,vord 'character' elsewhere in the 
text. On the verso of Leaf Nine~ in a draft of matter on Leaf Seven-
teen, we have the ,vord 'character~ so syncopated as to look like 'charter"; 
on Leaf Seven teen, it is syncopated Jess violently to 'ch arcter. J Finally~ 
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A1elville's (Rann11011' 

still retaining something of the magnificence 
& luxury jntroduccd by the Son of 
Jethro the shepherd .. Nc,vs of 
the Tyrian's arrival reaches Rarnmon,s retreat. 

LEAF FIFTEEN 

195 

1 2. It interests him. 
1Vith a view of 

eliciting som cthing bearjng on those questions 2 oo 
that never cease agitating his heart, he 
effects a privy intervje\v ,vith the new-comer; 
thinking bcforehand1 A-1y countrymen are stay-at-homes; 
,v hatcvcr is earnest in their th ought is as 

against 'charting' is the fa ct that M cl ville is not inclined to use meta-
phorical la n gunge poi n t1 essl y. 

Line 19 6. Melville seems to have confused the fa th er of j\f oses, Jethro~ with 
the father of Solomon) David~ The error jndica.tes that his borrowings 
f ron1 the Bib le 11ere were made from mc1nory, n fact suggestive of Melville's 
fatniliarity with the Bible. 

Line 201. CP (p .. 4J4) reads ~were cease[les.sly] ." The present tense, how-
evert is cal]ed for here~ Although the initial letter could be taken for a w1 

it looks also like an n and closely resembles the jnitial letter of 'ne,v-co1ncr," 
line 2oz; moreover, the whole \Vord looks very much like 1never' as it ap-
pears on the follo\ving leaf, line 214. As for the second ,vord, it is plainly 
"cease\ although i\1clviUe .syncopates outrageously, he does not apocopatc 
to the extent of six successi vc letters. 

Lines 204-205 .. These lines are an insert;, ,vritten in at the foot of the leaf 
nnd en circled, they arc connected to the text hy a Ii n e and a caret. Th is is 
a. genuine insert) not a change of position as in lines 191-19z (see Plate I). 

Linc 204. l 1P (p. 415) reads 'extant" for 1earncst~' The verso of Leaf Njne 
helps us to the more reasonable reading; at the foot of the sheet is an enrly 
draft of line 246, in ,1lhich l\1clville describes Ramtnon's appeal to Zardi a.s 
first <passionnte./ then 1earncst/ and finally 'heart-felt." The ,vord 'earncse 
is syncopated to ~carnet,' and the a looks a little li1re an x as it does here, 
hut 'extane is hardly a synonym for 'passionate~ or 1heart-fclt/ Melville's 
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constricted :1s their territory; á 
but here conies an urbane stranger tra,Telled 
intcllccrual, - Y5~l ell, ,ve shall see! 

LEAF Sn!l.7"EEN 

For Z a rd i, he ,vas struck ,vi th the 
purc-n1indcd ingenuousness of Ranunon 

205 

born to a station not favorable to 210 

candor. I-Ic ,vas interested, 
perhaps entertained, b), his yotnh and 
ardor entangled in problen1s ,vhich he 
for his O\VIl pare had never 
seriously considered~ holding then1 not more 2 I 5 
abstruse than profitless: But 

x' st more over., arc rcmar k ab I y legible, having the look of reversed -
theses~ ) (, the nvo strokes son1etin1es contiguous but never crossed. 

Line 105. CP (p. 415) reads (contracted,' a reading ,varranted by the 
legible letters 1contr' and ~red/ bcnvccn ,vhich there is onlyá one stroke. 
For ,vhat A1elvjllc is trying to say here, ho,vevcr, 'constricted' is more pre-
cise than 'contracted'; the mechanics of 1\1clvH]e's script allo,v expansion 
before botl1 es. Before the insertion of lines 204-205, l\1elvillc had strug-
gled ,vith: 'fc,áv earn[ est] hardly nny of them and no no mighty / 
thinkers." 

Leaf Sixteen. Lines 208-2 16 ~ppear on the n1ain leaf; lines i 1 7-z 24 3re 
on n pjnned-on scrap. The verso of the n1ain leaf bears the thirteen-line 
original draft of the opening of the ,vhole sketch, the matter being in 
general that of lines 11-4 r. 

Li ncs 2 o 8-2 J 3. Th c origin al draft of áthese lines appears on the verso of 
the second scrap pinned to Leaf Ten, ,vherc the page numbering ,vas o'rig-
inally 52~ deleted and replaced by 13. Herc 1candor' is a Sl1bstirute for 
'virtue.' 

Lines 215-216. A1elvillc made several trie~ hcfore he found this way of 
_characterizing Zardil's opinion of Ran1n1on~s speculations.. I-le orjgjnally 
,vrote~ 'holding them futile/ and idle and profitless.' Resorting to his -'not 
1norc ... than~ construction, he tried ~ut 'silly' and then cvain, before 
settling on the less da n1agin g word 'a bstrusc.' 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XIII, Number 1 (Winter

1959)

Aielville's 'Ra111111011' 

hun1oring a P~incc so arniable, 
affably he ]ends hin1sclf to 

r 

Ran1n1011~s purpose. But it is not long 
before l{a111mon divines that Zardi., 
cxcn1 pt from popular errors tl1 o he ,vas~ 
cndo,vcd ,vitl1 kno,vlcdge 
f 2r beyond his o,vn, ready and fluent, 
so bright too and prepossessing, 

,vas in essential character ]ittlc n1orc 
than a highly agreeable 111an-of-the-,vorld~ 

Line 217. Originally ,:humoring so an1ia.blc a yearner .. , 

Line 22 r. The errors ,vcrc origir)a1Iy described as (vq1gar/ 

73 

220 

225 

Line 2 2 2.. The reading of the last ,vord in this line is not certain. le clearly 
begins ,vith kn and contains a Jetter ,vith :an ascender and one ,vith a 
descender. "V\1ha t is trou hlesom c js that a f tcr the n p1,nren t g, th ere are too 
many s tro k est th~ I as t of ,vbich loo ks Ii k e J\ 1 el ville' s fin al s. Comparison 
,vith fragments on the verso of Leaf Eleven is hclpf ul. There appt.:ars a 
ph~ase 'kno,vledge gro,vs but \Visdom'; the ,vord 'kno,vledge, is telescoped 
to 'knlge' and shnilarly appears to have an extra stroke at the end. (.""P, at-
tempting a rcadjng only in the errata slip, has (kno,vingness,' 1vhich takes 
account of the .final strokes but not of the letter ,vith nn ascender. Either 
,vord suits the context. 

Linc 223. CP - again only in the áermta slip~ supplies (suave' for the 
.fifth ,vord here, but the next to the last letter has an ascender and the last 
a descender; the rending 'ready,. js appropriate for the notion of Zardfs 
g1ihncss. 

Leaf Seventeen. The text of these si~ lines appears on a scrap pinned to 
an other,visc b Ian k leaf. At th c end of lin c 2 3 o there is a deleted '\V j th'; 
the scrap ,vas cut from the top of the scrap pinned to the follo,ving leaf 
(Eighteen)., ,vhere the \´ j th' appears again as an an telinear j n scr tion. 

The origjnal draft of these lines appears at the top of the verso of Leaf 
Nine and is nu111bcrcd 6. á 
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and as such, unconsciously pledged to avert 
himse] f in a Ii ght-h c artcd ,v a y t f ron1 
entire scgn1cnts of life and thought4 A fair urn, 
beautifully s cu I ptured, but o pnq u c und claJT. 2 3 o 

Linc 2 2 7. C P ( p. 41 5) reads 'pre par~d.' The word ii pledged' is not 
á al together cl car on Leaf Seven teen, but it is t\ vice fully legible in the original 
draft of lines 2 2 5-2 2 9 ( verso Leaf Nine). 

Lines 227-229~ Melville made several revisions before he arrived at this 
readjng. In the original draft {verso J ... caf Nine), ,vhere these lines are an 
insertion, they re2 d first! 'and as such pl edged / to ignore tru [th] 1' with 
the word 'uuth' left incomplete as indicated~ This bald condemnation of 
the man of the ,vorld was then 1nodified by cancc1ing 11trut and substituting 
1:thrce quarters of life/ After encircling the whole for insertion to follo\v 
'man of the world/ Melville added 'gaylyJ (,vith a small encirclement of 
its o,vn) for insertion a ftcr 'ignore J' -and ins er cc d 'in his li gh t-heartcd wa yt 
after ~such.' I-I e th c n canceled ¥ ga yl y' and al tcrcd the insertion markings 
to make 'in his light-hearted ,vay' follow 'ignore., 'Life' ,vas canceled and 
'truth' substin1ted; then both ~life' and 'truth" (the latter uncanceled) were 
underlined for retcntion4 Finally ~pledged' v;ras canceled and cunconsciously 
p] edged J added ou tsid c the larger en circ] ctnc n t. 

In his ne,v draft, pinned to Leaf Seventeen, l\á1clville ,vas still rcwork.ing 
the lines. f-Ie wrote first ~and as sucht unconsciously pledged to ignore / in 
n light-hearted ,vay some three quarters of truth and life . .'á .cSome three -
qua rtcrs' gave '\Vay first to en m oi cty J' then to cthe larger half i' th en to 'the 
greater pa rt of,' at ,v hi ch point, not surprisingly 1 the a ttcm pt to measure 
quantity "\vas abandoned and the nn~l 'entt.re segments of' arrived at. clgnorc, 
became 'avert himself 4 ¥ ¥ from,, ,vi t1 i co nun as af tcr tb i mself' and "way .. ' 
Mean\vhile ctruth áand life, had become 'life and truth/ ,vith ctruth' later 
changed to 'thought/ 

vVith these successive changes, l\1elville~s characterization of the man of 
the \vorld ,vas progressively suftenedJ not \Vithout a struggle~ and cleared 
of the sharp con tcn1pt a ppa rent in the earliest version. 

Lines 219-2 30. The orjginal draft (verso Leaf Nine) reads! 'a beautiful 
vase highly ,vrought., but no substance / opaque .. ' The cliche 'highly 
,vrought, is changed to first 'exquisitely' and then 'elegantly ,vrought/ 
copa q uc, is extended first by 'nn d to 1nc valueless~ and then by 'and coarse} 
and finally by 'and clay~¥ In the second draft the superfluities are ren1oved1 

nnd the ,vord 'vase' is changed to 'urn/ The phrnsc 'and clayJ gives a less 
person al tone th an c ithcr of the phrases orjginall y tried out. 
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MelviJJe"s 'Ra111111on' 

LEAF EIGHTEEN 

True~ among other things he is a poet; a poet, if a sensuous relish 
for the harmonious as to numbers ~nd the 
th.oughts they embody and a magic facility 
in jmprovising that double harmony, makes 

75 

a poet then Zardi js such, and 2 35 
it is not necessary for a poet to be a seer. 
With a passionate exclamation he breaks off the 
conference, and for diversion from his 
disappointment .so]icits a trial of the accomplished 
strangee s improvising gif t4 2 40 

á Let us attend the Prince & Zardi 
at that point in their intcrvie,v ,vhen after 
some general discussion as to th c strange 
doctrines troubling the former; he 

Lines 2 3 r-136, These lines arc a -digressive afterthought; they appear on the 
main leaf and are fol lo,ved by a pinned-on scrap containing the remainder 
of the prose text; this scrap v.,i th that pinned to Leaf Seven teen orj gin 1111 y 
made a single Jcaf., its separation required by the digrcssjon inserted here. 

Line 2 3 L CP (p. 415) reads 'of a sensuous re]ish'; the syntax requires 
... f ' 1 I 

Linc 236. Melville, like Carlyle and Emerson, obviously thought it was 
necessary for a poet to be a .sccr4 The Jinc orjgjnally read: 'for poets to be 
g rca t seers 1

; M cl\' i 11 e then tried ~since re th inkersJ' ~broad thinkers J, 'sin ccre 
& broad,) and finally 'sin cc re & deep, t before reaching the present text .. 

Relevant ro this cha.racterization of Zar<li as a poet is the follo,ving 
passage from Emerson: 

In these example.~ [Homer et al.]! higher qualities: have already entered~ but the 
po,vcr of detaining the ear by pleasing speech,. and addressing the fancy and 
i1n a gin a ti on, of ten exists ,vi th out high er merits. Th us .sc para tcd., as this fas cina-
tion of discourse aims only at amusen1ent, though jt be decisive in hs momentary 
effect, 1t is yet a jugglci and of no lasting po\ver. (Society and Solitude1 p. 73 .. ) 

Lines 2 3 7 ~2 46. Having cut this scrap f ron1 that on th c prccc ding I ca.f 
A1elville inserted the first word ''Vith' before the line. The original draft 
of these Jin es appears on the verso of Lenf Nine, where the second clause 
of the first se~tence (lines i 3 8-1.40) does not uppcar4 

Line 2 44. The ,vord Id octri net' in the .singular in the fin al draftt is plural 
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takes up the one mainly disturbing him, 
and n1akes 2. heart-felt appeal. 

LEAF N1NETEEJ\T 

[ orna1nented rule] 

""\,\lhot friend, that have lived, taking an1 pier vie,v, 

in the original (verso Leaf Nine), as it should be~ 

Line 2 4 5. The orj gi na I draft reads: 'disrur bing Ran1 n1on) s / in telli gen ce+ 1 

Leaf Nineteen (reproduced as Plate II)~ There arc three pinned..:on scraps: 
the_ n1ain leaf contatus the page number and lines 247-i48 follo,ved by 
Mel ville ts first struggles , vith lines 2 49-2 5 3; pin n c d over the first draft 
of these latter lines are t,vo scn1 ps one on top of the other, h oth containing 
versions of the S'8 me Ii nes; the third pinned-on s era p contains lines 254-161, 
nnd deleted versions of the hemistich of line 2.62, the final version being on 
l.Jcaf T,vcnty. The second scrap is of the darker paper used also for Leaf 
Thirteen) Leaf T,venty-t,vo~ and the scrap pasted to Leaf T,venty-onc .. 

The ,rers o of the tnnin 1 caf has a f rn g1ncn t of t\VO ,vords. The verso of 
the first pin ncd-o n sent p has a f ra gm en t reading: .(Enviable Isles / Separate 
the parts & c / [rule] / A qecpcr s]ccp, the trance of God,, the last of these 
lin cs giving a variant 1áca ding for Ii nc 2 8 1 in 'The En vi abi c I sics,, ,vhcre the 
verse carries this revision, ,vith further en1endation, as an jnsert. The 
directh.re in the second line ,a pp cars to ref er to ch~nges needed for the 
inclusion of the poem jn 'Ranu11on.~ The. ,vholc is crossed out .. The verso 
of the second pinned-on scrap contains lcgjb}c but unintelligible fragn1cnts. 

Before Ii ncs 14 7., 2 49, and 2 5 3 { also u cf ore the deleted version of I ine 
l62) on this leaf and lines 262., 263~ and 276 on Leaf T,venty there appears 
a 5 q uarc bracket; a s.imila r bracket appears in the nla n uscri pt of 'The En vi-
abl c Isles' before lines 184 ~nd 2.95; the bracket directs that there be 
-additional spacing bcnveen the line so marked and the preceding one. In 
the lyric poem, additional leading for a st~nza break is called for; in these 
introductory verses, additional spacing sets off individual speeches. Ram-
mon is here the first speaker. Except fur line z.76, for rcnsons noted, the 
directive lurn been follo\.vcd in the transcription. 

Line 247. CP (p. 416) rcn.ds 'has lived.' The auxilinry verb here is clearly 
plural; the singular 'friend' is a vocative, not an appositive. 
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llunning life\.: chancest \vould ]ife rene\v? 

Ay., Prjnce., but ,vhyá fear? no visions dismay 

77 

''-'hen turning to enter deathJs chan1bcr of. spell. 150 

One ,vavcs back to life n .good-natured f ~rc,vcll, 
Il ye-bye, I n1 ust sl cep. Th -at' s our Ty rian ,vay.: 

Nor hereabouts very nc,v. 

Linc 249. CP (p. 416) reads .. no use to dismay." The reading as the one 
,,,Tord 'vjsion~' is confirmed by the second of the earlier drafts. For his first 
version Melvjlle merely stuffed the line "'ith filler; for the second he tded 
first 'never terrors disn1ay,' then substituted_ and deleted 1no visions! and 
tried .tno chhncras/ finally undcrscorjng 1110 visions' for restoration. 

Linc 2 50. This line gave i\1clville great difficulty and is still very poor1 its 
rhyme dictated Ly 1fare,ve1P jn line 251 1 the nodon of ending life ,vith a 
c~sual good-by being essential to the meanjng of the _,vhole, prose and 
poetry. In e:1riier drafts~ he tried to do something \vfrh (dell' ,vithout 
success! the e:delP bei~g ishado,vyJ or .-narro,v~ and jnfclicitously equipped 
with first a (notch' and then u \vickct/ The cight~barrcd gate gavc.1\1clvillc 
trouble in more ,vays than one. 

Line l 5 I. In the first draft the 'Jurc,vcll' is described first ns 'long/ then 
-as 'pleasant,' then as 'no uncertain,' and finally as 'polite.' The present 
reading 'g ood-na tu red' ,va s achieved in the sccon d draft. 

Line 2. 5 2.. This line does not exist in the first draft. In the second draft (I 
mnst sleep' replaces ~1 n1ust go/ hut is rejected for ~1 repose/ ,vhich is in. 
turn rejected for ~it is late'; l\1clvillc then (in desperation?) returned to 
'I 1nust sleep/ ,vhich he rejected for second tin1e and then restored by 
u n dcrscori n g it. 

The reading of the last part of the Jinc is in horh draftsá clearly 'our 
Ty-rian \Vay~ (CPt p. 416J has 'in Tyrian ,v2y'). 

Ljnc 2 5 3.. The v icis1:)i tu des of this lin c, Ra tnn1 on> s, a re tnan y. Tl 1e first 
reading is 'They fain so ,vould do, (a reading that appears also on the 
verso of Leaf T,vcnty-); the pronoun is then altered first to r.Some' and 
then to 'One.' 1n the second draft there arc t,vo readings: ~Nor to Israel 
ne,v-/ altered to 1Nor to Judah quite nc\V .. t The third draft repeats the 
second of these and then su bsci ru tes the £ nalt rather rude, version. 
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But1 piercing our Sadducees~ con1fortable Vt'orcl, 
Budd hat benign yet terrible, is heard: z 5 5 
It is Buddha, I rue. 
From his Evcr-and+-a-Day, friend, 

ravish 1ne a,vay! 
Fable me something that 1nay solace 

or repay~ 260 

Something of your art. 

Line 2.54 .. CP (p. 416) reads (Siddata's comfortable word.' This reading 
makes no sense., for the "comfortable word' is the 'good-narnrcd farewell¥ 
of the Tyrian and Hebrew 'way\ throughout (Rammon' the 1-Iebrew and 
Bu ddh istic bcli cf s are op posed to enc h other on just th is doctri n c of im-
n1orta Ii ty It is the B ndd ha who brca ks in to the comforting thought of 
annihilation with his- to Melville- 'tcrrjblc' doctrine of immortality, 
from ,vhich thought Ranunon wishes to be ravi~hed a,vay, for ,vhich he 
requires ~solace.' 

'Sn d du cees' t makes sense in the context; thn t it is ann chronisti c is nothing 
against it, for l\1elvjlle has clnhned the privilege of taking liberties ,vith 
chronology and hns alrcidy done so. Th c term ,v:1 s f rcq uently used jn 
the nin c teen th cc n tury for sk cptics i and particularly for skeptics \V hose 
nature ,vas ,vor 1 dl y and ,v hose dis be] tef in cl u de cl a <l en ial of immo rta 1 it y. 
A passage from Walter Ilagehot { cited by NED) \\rill illustrate: 

It requires no elaborate explanation to make e,¥jdent the connection Let,~leen 
s c.:e pticism and 1 uxn ri ousncss. E vcryone thin ks of the Sad du ccc as in cool halls 
and soft robes. . . . AU ,vr i tcrs ,v ho 1 la vc devoted themscl vcs to the cxpl a nri-
tion of this ,vorldJs vic\v of itself arc necessarily in a certain n1easurc Sadducees. 
The ,vorld is Sadducee itself; it cannot be anything else ,vithout recognizing a. 
higher creed, a more binding la:wr, a more so]emn reality- ,vithout ceasing to 
be the ,vorld. (TlJc lVork.r and Life of Walter BagelJot, ed. En1ilic Isa be] Bar-
rington., Londoni 1915 i IIIi 2 J .) 

Line 2.56. CP (p. 4l 6} reads 'I love/ a reading that does not rhyme and 
does not ma~e sense in the context. l\1elviUeJs desperate struggles ,vith line 
250 sho,v that he ,vas un,villjng to solve the problcn1 of rhyme by failing 
to provide one. Rhyming \Vith 'nc,v,' the verb 'rue1 makes sense in the 
context. l\1cl vill c is r's are lo oped in such a , va. y as to n1a k e thcrn so rnethncs 
appear to have asce n dcrs; son1c of his initial r's can he mistaken for S's or 
rs. 
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LEAF T,vENTY 
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Wcllt -for a theme? 

A Phoenician are you. And your voyagers 
of Tyre 

From Ophies far strand they rerurn 165 
full of dream 

That leaps to the heart of the nearby 
desire. 

Fable met then, those Enviable Isles 

Leaf T,venty. Lines 262.-269 a.re in pencil on the main leaf; lines 270-276 
are in ink, reváised in pencil, on a pinned-on scrap. The verso of the leaf 
contains frag1ncnts of 1nattcr on Leaf Njnctecn and Leaf Twency,--nvo. 

Line 2 6 2.. The original draft of this I inc appears on the third pinned~ on 
scrap on Leaf Nineteen, ,vhere it fa crowded jn at the end of line 261, to 
which metrical I y jt b clon gs ( sec Plate TI) . 

Lin es 2 6 7-2 6 8. The late A n1erican coJloq uialism 1nea rby t is the reading 
suggested by the next to the 1~ st letter of the \Vord, ,v hich is pre tty clear 1 y 
a h; the pre ceding r is not prcsc n t, but the other l c ttcrs arc clc ar. B alan cin g 
'far' jn the preceding line, the ,vord is sC1nanticaJly justifiab]c) though 1\1[ cl-
ville wou[d not have found his usage sanctioned by any contemporary 
dictionary~ Rhythmically 'nc-arby' is jarring and out of tune; normally pro-
nounced as a spondee, the ,vord slo\vs to a stumble a line that ought to n1ove 
rapidly, as rapidly as n1cmory and longing leap to meet each other. Else-
where in h1cl viUe memory of th c islands prom pdy evokes longing for 
thc1n; cf. Rolf c ,s re vcr ic on th c pa1n1 tree in CI are l ( Standard Edi tiont 
I It I 3 9- I 41 ) ¥ 

Linc 269. The ,vord 'n1ci is ,vrittcn over an original rus." This change, 
to get her ,vith the on1ission of 'usi jn line 2 7 3 and the change of 'us1 to 
'me' in line 276 (see the notes on these ]ines), jndicates that the singer 
origina] l y had an audience of more than one. This larger au dien cc, ta ken 
in conjunction with the use of ink from Jine 270 on and ,vith the use of the 
darker pa per for ten of the f ourtecn vc rscs of 'Th c En via blc Isles1, su ggcs ts 
thar the lyric poetu ,vas not originally part of 'Rammon' and probably ante-
dates jt, This verse and the jnk verses that f ollo\v were clearly part of the 
o ri gj nal introductory verses now revjse d to fit 'Ram mon .. ' It is not p ossj ble 
to be certain that the remaining verses on the leaf were borrowed also 
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Whereof King HiramJs tar.s used to tell; 
Ho\v loo1ns the dint shore ,vhen the land 

is -ahead; 

270 

fro,n the originnl introdactory poem_, but that they pr~sent a ne,v rhyme 
sch cme ( s cc bcl o, v) sug gcsts that they ,verc. The origin al version of the 
hemistich (line 262), ,vhich appears cro,vdcd in at the end of line á261 

on Leaf Nineteen (see PI~te II), reads noncomn1ittally; 'Cheerfully, the 
th einc? J i\il cl vi] le ts rev j si on of it to 'P rin cet na rne < but > the therne' 
appears to be an a ttc1n pt t<l :fit b o rro, vcd o] d 1na ttcr to the án c,v,. 

It cannot be determined at ,vhat stage in his con1pnsition of tRam1non"' 
l\,Ielville decided to combine it ,vith ~The Enviable Isles/ but the first -and 
1as t pages of the earliest draft of the prose ( versos of Leaf Sixteen and Leaf 
Nine respectively) ~re suggestive. The _original title cThc l\thiti Islands' 
is a reasonable variant tide for the lyric, the change to 1The Enviable Isles' 
being perhaps prompted by consideration for geographical consistency; 
unnamed, the islands visited by Tyrian sailors could be an)'\vhere. In the 
con cl u ding lines of th c first draft of his prose, l\.lcl vi Ile , v rote: "'Th c cx-
cla 111:1 t [ jon J here appended/ ,vith the noun deleted and the ,vord cvcrsc' 
substituted; the \vord 1appended'. contains-an admission that the .final version 
omits. 1\'hile clearly 'The Enviable Isles' ,vas not ,vritten for 'Ramtnon/ 
'R~unn1on' may ,veU have been ,vrjtten for 'The Enviable Islcs.1 If ,ve 
could b c sure of th c latter i , vc á,vo ul d b c in possession of a demonstration 
of the significance of the islands in l\1elville's mythology~ 

Line 271. CP (p~ 416) reads lNo,v looms.1 The syntax here requires 'Ho,v,t 
making lines 171-271 a noun clause, the object of the imperative verb 
1Jt"2hle/ line 269. The revision in line 2 73 sho,vs that 1\.1.el ville ,v3s trying 
to construct a second noun cln use to p an1I I el tl 1i s one. 1\á1 cch a nica] I y., c i th er 
reading is possi b1 c; a I though the j ni rial le ttcr docs not closely resemble the 
Hin 'l-Iirami above, it does resemble the H in 'I-I~, 1 lines 17 z and 2 1 1. 

Lin-c 2 7 1. Th c punctua cion a f tcr ca hca d' is prob lcma ti cal; there is a. period 
abov c the Ii ncJ and b cl o,v the lin c un dcrnc at h the period are t, vo Sln all 
vertical strokes; the other periods are on the line, not above, so áthat ,vhat 
,vc have here looks like a semi-colon ,vith an extra comn1a. 

Tho Jnark might be a rcn1indcr to 1nakc repairs, for 'ahead" has no cor~ 
responding rhyn1e, although presumably it had one before l\1lclvi1lc cut the 
scrap h~arjng lines 270~276 fron1 their original leaf. The rhyme scheme 

-implied is unlike that of Leaf Nineteen (aa bccb sdda bb) or that of the 
first four verses here (abah), the latter being the pattern of the quatrains 
of tTh e En ,Ti able Isl es., The remaining six verses on the leaf yield ab ca ha, 
,vhich resctnblcs nothing else. á 
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And \\-'hat the strange charm the 
tarrier beguil cs 

Tin1e ,vithout end content there to d,vell. 
Ay, fable me, do, those enviable is]cs4 

LEAb~ TWENTY-ONE 

THE ENVIARJ.,E ISLES 

( F ron1 '' Ra1111no11-',) 

Through storms you reach then1 and from 
á á: storms are f ree4 

Afar d escriedt the f orcmost drear in hue, 

81 

Line 2 7 3. The line originally read: cAnd disclose us the ch arm that the'; 
the de1etions and 'what the strangei are in pencil, the latter ,vritten over 
an era.~ure. 

Line 276. The line odginally began 'Yes, fable us1 do'; the canceilation of 
~yes/ 'us/ and 'do\ a square bracket be£ ore "Yes/. the :;;ubstitutions ~Ay¥ 
nnd 'me,t and three short vertical lines under 1do' (presun1ably to indicate 
th c rcsto ration needed to fill our the n1ctc r) ure all in pencil. The line 
itself is \VI i tte n sufficiently below the prcccd in g line to suggest that it ori gi-
na ll y began n new stanza:; Melville has add cd a penciled line in each margin 
connectjng this line with the -precedingi obviously to indicate that he 
,vishcd the text here to Le closed up. The left-hand ]ine crosses the square 
brac}{et and appears to have been made 8fter it; since there js no ne,v speaker 
here and no other rcaso n for scparn ting the ] ine f ron1 the rest of the text, 
the direcri ve to cl osc up th c Ii ne áhas been o beyc d. 

Leaf T,venty-one. The tide and the page numbers appear on the main 
leaf, ,vhich is of the lighter paper. The text is on a pasted-on scrap of the 
d n r ]{er pap er. Ab ovc th c ti tl 3 nd enclosed in a partial box appears in 
i1elvillets hand~ (To che Pr.inter 4. á Indent/ The compositor's name in a. 
different hand also appears ab ovc the ti d c4 

Linc 2 7 7. The line jn the man u scrjpt be gj ns~ ' c: cTh ro' '; Melville ad dcd 
'ugh, a hove th c Ii ne, but neg lectc d to delete the quo ta ti on mar kst which 
,vere ren1ove d in th c pro of. 

Line 179~ Thi~ line -and lines 282, 187, 2:91, 297., and 300 nre marked in the 
1 eft margin with a red crayon cross, signifying to the p ri n tcr that they are 
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But, nearer, green; and,. on the margc, 
the sea 

LEAF TwENTY-n 1.ro 

l\1akes thunder lo\v and mist of 
rainbo,ved dew. 

But; inl2nd, ,vhere the sle~p that . 
folds the hills 

A dreamier sleep1 the trance of God, instills -
On uplands hazed, in ,vandcring á 

I 

airs aswoon, 
Slo\v-s,vay ing palms salute love's 

cypress tree 

280 

185 

to be indented. The originnl punctuation at the end of line 279 ,vas a .semi-
colon; the correction to a comn1a \Vas made in the proof. 

Leaf Twcnty-t,vo.. The paper here is of the d arkcr variety .. 

Linc 184. TI1e line is mnrked ,vith a bracket to indicate a new stanza 
requirjng additional le.a ding; line 29 5 is similarly 1narkcd .. 

l\-1 el v illc evidently intended to find a different ,vor d for 'sleep' here; it 
was first deleted and an al tcrna ti ve ,vrjtten above it; then th c. alternative 
was erased and ~sleep 1 marked for rcstora tio n. 

The rhyme here illustrates Melvillc"s amateurishness. With 'mist' already 
there, tdc\VJ is redundant. In lines 288 and 291, \1s\voont and 1ado,vn1 sho,v 
a la uda bl e desire to achieve com pression1 but th c method is the ama teu es; 
'in many a" (295) and 'myrjadsJ (298) also arc a tyro's choices. In line 300, 

'rnere' gives a pointless un1biguity dictated by the rhyme. Melville ought 
not to have been quite so scornful of a 'relish for the hannon i ous as to 
nu1nbcrs~ (lines z 3 1-2 3 2). 

Line 2 86. The opening ,vords were originally 'Another sleep., the cha rm'; 
a variant of the rev isiun appears on the verso of scrap two pinned to Leaf 
Nineteen and on the verso of Leaf T.venty, where the reading is 'a deeper 
sleep/ None of these readings is a very satisfactory anticipation of the 
'unconscious slumberers' (line 300) who 1nay be n1erely asleep or 111crcly 
unconscious. Erasures here show that Mel vi 11 c ma de several tries on th is 
final draft.. 
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Ado,vn in vale where pebbly 
runlets croon 

A song to lull an sorro,v and 
all glee. 

LEAF T,VENTY-THREE 

S,vcc t-f ern and 1noss in n1any a glade 2 95 
are áhere, 

\;vherc, stro,vn in flocks, ,vhat cheek-flushed 
myriads lie 

Dimpling in dream - unconscious 
slun1bcrers mere, 300 

\\rhilc billo,vs c nd I ess round the 
beaches die. 

[ ornamented rllle] 

Line 291. Melville appears to have doubted 1pebbly'; it was deleted and 
replaced by nltcrnativcs that were later erascd1 cpcbbly' being then n1arkcd 
for restoration and also rewritten jn pencil below the line. 

Leaf T vtenty-three. The text and the original page number appear on a 
pasted-on scrap. The John A1arr page nun1ber fa on the main leaf. 

Line 2 99. The initial v.rord ,vas originally ~smiling.' The dash was substi-
tuted for a comma in the proof. 

Line 30:24 The printer had difficulty even with l\1clvH1e's best hand\vrit-
ing~ f~r 'heachcsi he read I.benches'; the error ,v2s caught in the proof. 

The last line recalls Moh y-D i ck: 'and the g rea. t shroud of the sea rolled 
on as it rolled five thou sand years ago.' 

Its subject immortality, 'Rammont is a some,vhat clumsy parable 
of j\ifelviHc,s uncertainty of belief and ambivalence of feeling. As in 
Pierre and Clare/, MelvjJle uses the mask of a noble youth idealistic by 
temperament. Unlike Pierre and Clare}, ho\vcvcr, Ra mrnon is a skeptic 
to begin 1 vi tl,, sub scribing to t 11 e inc lan ch o I y ,vis d 01n of S olon1 on .. 
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,vl1ic]1 lvlelvillc takes as b_cing ,vithout promise of immort3lity and as 
,va.rranting a stoical attitude and ethic, the attitude and ethic shonly 
to be represented, in th c ch a ra c tcr of Starry ,, ere~ as reg rcttn b] c ncccs-
si ties. In ,:R:~unrnon' j\1elville makes his alter ego a son of Solomon 
because of his nd1niration for that Biblical ,vjse n1anJ ,vith ,vhom he 
tended to identify hin1self. As he ,vrote to 1-Ia\vthorne in 1851, 'I read 
Solomon more & more, and every time see deeper & deeper and unspeak-
able 1neanings in him.' 0 In Moby-Dick, he expressed the same judg-
ment: 

.. . .. th c truest of all hooks is Sol om on, s, and Ecclesiastes is the fine ham-
m crc d steel of vtoe. ' 1All is vanity.~J ALL. This wilful ,vorld hath not got 
hold of unchristian Solon1 on, s , visd om yct. 10 

And earJier, in it4ardi, l\1elvHle had made Babbalanja echo Solomon~ 

AJl vanity, vanity, Yoomy, to seek in nature for positive ,varranty to these 
aspiradons of ours. Through all her provinces, nature seems to pron1isc 
hnmorta1ity to life 1 but destruction to beings.11 

Beginning ~Ramn1on/ 1\-1elviUe returned to this n1otif (Jines 16-17) and 
was led at once and once more to repudiate the idea of in1mort2lity, to 
,vhich idea his hero is shortly to he exposed. In his original characteriza-
tion of Solomon (note to lines 44-46), f.r1elville vlas carried a,vay by 
his admiration and had to struggle to 5U pprcss the honorific epithets 
that blurred the necessary distinctio~ bcnvccn Solo1non áand his fictional 
son R anun on~ , v ho believes his fa th crt s teaching, yet is susceptible to 
other 2nd transcend cntal appcalsj 

Accepting the nin eteenth-centur}T notion that the O Id Testament 
Hebre,v ,vas not a believer in immortalityá, l\.fcl ville had to find for 
contrast an appropriate believer; as his manuscript sho\V"SJ he ,vas not 
satisfied ,vith his choice of the Iluddha (note to line 43). For his 
purpose he needed a religious teacher \V ho in c~aracter -and doctrine 
,v ould correspond to Christ, a corrcspondc nee he cl id not intend his 
readers to n1iss, as his ref crcncc to the early Christians (lines 88-89) 
reveals. He evidently knc\v that nineteenth-century con11nentators 
disagre cd in t l 1eir understanding of Bud dhistic doctrines and that f ro1n 
sonic points of vie,v the teachings of the Buddha ,vcrc not regarded as 
a.ffirniin g a cl o ctrj n c of in1111ortali t}"'. The ,v hole of ~llan1111 on~ depends,-

¥ Log, 1, 4l 3-
Mob y-Di ck t cd. 1\13nsfiel d and Vi nc-enti pp. 4:2 :2, 800---801 ¥ 

1i A-1 ardi. (Standard Edi do n:i. Lond oni 1912) i I, 244. 
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howcvert upon the assuznption that Solomon did not believe h1 im-
mortality and that the Buddha did. h1eI vi11e's machinery ,vas not very 
satisfactory~ as he knc,v, but havjng to chose a transcendental teacher 
who ,vas not outrageously optimistic in Emersonian fashion and ,v ho at 
the same time possessed a ChrjsrJike character, he made temporary 
choice of the Buddha) obvions]y not out of any interest jn Buddhisn1, 
but for n1crc convcnicncc. 12 

\\That ,vc arc here to think of., clearly., is Christianity; of ,vhich 
h1elvillc is not so scornful as some of his critics ,vould have us believe. 
MelviJle descrjbes his llnn1mon ~s unable -:to dec111 un\vorthy [ of] 
regard any doctrine ho,vever repugnant to his understanding and desire, 
authentically ascribed to 5o trans-cendent a nature, (lines 95-99). lvlcl-
yj l le is scorn f u I of certain kinds of Christi ans1 e. g 4, }? alsgra vc in Pierre 
and lJcnvcnt in Clarel; but he clearly respects the Christian of the 
'earlier nnconventionar kind (line 91 ), c4 g.t Nehemiah in Clare!., who, 
interestingly enough, is given a history that reminds us of both Ah-ab 
and Father 1\1 app1e4 Nor js Star buck 1 a Y ankcc Christian, treated dis-
respectfully; lV1elvill mcreI y demonstrates that there arc more things 
in heaven and earth than are drean1t of h1 Yankee philosophy and that 
the degree of perception attainable by the n1oral1st is ]im1ted. CJear and 
vigorous conte1npt is visjted only up on the scien ti.fie positivist the 
suggestively named A1argorh- in Clarel~1s And the hero of Clarel is 
-af tcr all d c.s p era tel y seeking a b eli c v-a b I e creed; ] ik e. his counterpart 
Rammon) he js a cyearner, (note to line 217) susceptible to the appeal 
of transcendental beliefs ,vb crcver he finds th e1n e1nana ting from a 
noble character. 

The doctrine of inunortality is., it \vould -appear., the sticking point. 
The Buddha, 3ftcr all, is represented us confinning Ecc1esiastes (lines 
100--102) except on this vexatious point ~a]ike irrefutable and unprov-
able' (lines 133-1 34); the Buddha"s teachings arc represented ns c:con-

:u: In CI'~ p. 475, ln a note to the poern tlluddhc11 (p~ ? 32) ! 'Vincent refcr.s to 
cn_ammon' as 1another dcmon!:itnnion of i'\1e1vi1Je1s interest in Buddha.' l\.iielvillc did 
not even kncnv the Buddhai.s namesi :see line 78 and notes to lines 41-43, 77-81. The 
poem LH11ddha1 js introduced by a quot~tion from James i\-~, 14~ ~For what is your Jife? 
lt is even a vapor that appeareth for a little tin1e and then vanhheth a,vay.' The 
po-cin i tseU rests on the ass um pdon th3 t Buddhism confirms James. 

Cforcl (Standard Edttion, London! 1914)1 1, 246-247~ 204. 310--31 c; in the third 
of these passages. Md v1U e has made N ch cmiah 's :ass b r~y his contempt for the posi-
tivist. Margoth is jdentified ~s a 'láI~gclizcd Ge:nnan Jew/ his point of view accounted 
for by his phi loso ph ical, natio n.ali and rad al orig in. 
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fused' (line 13 3) for the reason that they con1bine a credible Weltan-
scbauung ,vith the terrifying doctrjne of im1nortality. ?vlelville makes 
c1 ear his fascinated horror throughout ~R am1non, ( lines 1 8-2 o, 94-9 9, 
130-137, 2 54-2 60, -and notes) 4 His ambivalent feelings arc intensified 
byá an a\-varcncss of his o,vn inadequaC)7 to deal ,vith the idea (lines 7 31 

109-119) and his sense of the poverty of his intellectual environn1cnt 
(lin:es 148-149 and note, lines 2.03-2.05). He represents his Ramn1on 
2s lo_nging for someone to tbcfricnd & enlighten him' (]jne 13 5) und 
as seeking this enlightenment ,vhcrc he expects to .find it, only to be 
disappointed.. Of the hopcd-f or mentor, all Rammon can ask and 
receive is the temporary a.nod yne of a 1y ric rendering of his o,vn dis-
be lief. Contemp]ation of the doctrine of inunortality leads only to 
confirmation of the given belief that the 'end must co1nc' (lines 39-41 
and note) and is annihilation, ,vhether the drca1ncr n1cditatcs on the 
1nasthead, plunges into the atnbrosial tun of the spcnn ,vhale, or de-
fiantly seeks to penetrate the inscrutable mask of a 1'v1ohy.-Dick. (The 
outcome is the same, ,vhether the starting point is Neoplatonic or not.) 
The only paradise is the paradise rcco 11 cc tc d, "'the enviable isles' rccal] ed 
by the obliging but frivolous Zardi and by the n1l1sing sailor Ro1fe (the 
self-portrait here is obvious) in ClareL 14 If 1 as there is reason to believe, 
'Rammon' ,vas \vrittcn for the already co1nposcd lyric 'The Enviable 
ls]es, (note to line 269), then the folands stand for the only possible 
para dise1 taut hen tic Edens in a Pagan Sea,, remcm b crcd but not to be 
found again "'the same in violet glo,v,' for tAdam advances~ smart in 
pace, / But scarce by violets that ad van cc you trace~~ These lin cs from 
the rcminisccn t poem 'To Ned' close ,vith the recollccti on: 

But we, in anchor-watches caln1, 
The Indian Psychc,s languor ,von, 

And! musing,. brca thcd pdtneval Lahn 
From Edens ere yet overrun; 

Marvelling mild if n1ortal n.vice,. 
Here and hereafter, touch a Paradise.u-

In the bahny air and sunshine of the Pacific, even Ahab can be deceived 
by the "Gilder' into momentarilyá feeling, as other men dot 'the cool 
dew of the ]ife immortaL, ie 

i.a For Rolfe and the palm tre~ see note to line 2 67. 
ll CP,. p. 20[., 

:u Mohy-Djck, ed. i\fansficld -and Vincent., p. 486. 
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At every point 'Rammon~ of 1887-88 verifies Hawthornc'5 diagnosis 
of I 856: 

M cl ville, as he .. always d? es,. began to reason of P ro":j den ce and futurity, 
and of everything that hes beyond hum an keht and inf onned me that lie 
had ",(pretty much made up hjs mind to he annihifa.ted1'; but still he does 
not seem to rest in that anticipation; and1 1 think, ,vill never rest until he 
gets hold of a definite belief. It is strange bo\V he persists- and h-as per-
sisted ever since I kne,v him, ~nd prohahly long before - in ,vandering 
to-and-fro over these deserts, as di~mal and monotonous a.s the sand hills 
:amid which ,vc were sitting. He can neither believe~ nor be comfortable 
in his unbc]icf; and he is too honest -and courageous not to try to do one 
or th c other. If he were a religious mant he would be one of the most 
truly religious and reverential; he has a very high nnd noble naturet and 
better worth immortality than most of us.17 

It is clear that Hawthorne has heard all this talk many times before. 
A letter of 1851 from 1\-Ielville to Ha,vthorne a1so suggests that the 
subj cc t had often been a matter of discussion b et\veen them; l\.1 elville 
writes: ti 5halt leave the ,vorld, I feel, ,vith more satisfaction for hav-
ing come to kno,v you. l{nowing you persuades me more than the 
Bible of our immortality., 1 s This is the kind of remark that, like a 
family joke1 depends up on a spcci al in tin1a cy; th c con1pliment ,vou Id 
b c f ceble ,vjthout a background of 1nuc h talk be t\veen the t\vo on this 
one subject. Ha,vthorne"s report of 18 56 gives clearly his opinion 
that this subject troubled l\1clvillc 1norc acutely than any other. Here 
in 'Rammon.,' f\1elville confirn1s his f ricnd's judgn1cnt, becoming ex-
plicit in lines 2 4 5 fl. 

Relevant also are I\.1elvillc's rnarkings of the text of Measure for 
Measltre, a play he had reason to associate ,vith the death of his brother 
Gansevoort.19 The Duke's opening speech in Act II~ ii has a n1a.rginal 
line against it, ,v ith ad di ti onal markings again st the foll o\ving lines: 

Thy best of rest is sleep, 
And that thou oft provok,st; yáct grossly fear'st 
Thy deatht ,vhich is no more~ 

The last line is underscored and 2nnotated, Melville misquoting in the 
margin Prospero"s line as: 'Our little life is but a sleep.' Again in 
Act II, iii., l\1clville marked Pompey\s lines to Barnadinc: 

11 English Notebookrt ed. Randa11 Stewart (New York,. f941 ),. pp~ 4Jl-433. 
u Logl 1. 436. 
11 Log, I, 209. 
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0 1 the better, sir; for he that drinks all n j gh tJ and is hang1 d betimes in the 
momin g, may sleep the sounder all the next day. 

And again !\1 el ville recalled Prospero, for here he ,vro te in the n1ar-
gin: ,:T nkc this and other textst ,vith the one con1 prchcnsivc o nc in the 
Tcrnpcst1 I rhinkt Our little life is rounded ,vjth a sleep.' 1!o 

Not here .suggesting that the subject of immortality ,vas the onl)r 
one f\1clville ,vas conccrri.cd \vith and not intending to imply that it is 
a 'key' to his ,vork,21 ,vc arc observjng that the kind of concern he 
sh O\ vs j s diff ercn t f ron1 the kind h c sh O\ vs about good and evil, fate 

á and free ,vill, and others of the aridities Ha,vthorne ,vas so plainly 
bored , vi th. 1\1 el vii le seems to take a. special tone ,v hen the subj cc t is 
immortalityá, a tone d iffcrc nt from that in ,v hich he discusses the other 
mctaphyásical (}Uestions that interested him4 On the 1natter of good and 
evil, for jnstance, he is dogmatic, and his assertions are usually directed 
against the point of vie,v that regards evil 3s rnerel)r negative4 The 
~-aldivc shark and the scorpion do exist and are not to be ,vished 
a,vny~ nnd the plague in the desert ,vith Vlhich 1\1elville threatened 
Etnerson ,vas a blight chosen in confident irritation and not in unsure 
self-defense~22 'i\'ith 3 similar irrit-ahle confidence he challenges doc-

'¡ The rnc1rkjngs: flppear in i\!e1ville's sc,Tcn-volulnc Shakespeare (Ilostonj 183-7 )~ at 
I, 2~2.70, 3-97; cf. h1crton j\1, Sealts, Jr, '"1\1elvilleis Reading: A Check-List of Dool:s 
0 wned and B or ro,v-c d/ HAR ,-ARD LurnAR Y Bu LLRTIN I I II ( 1 949)., 41 8-4, 9 ( i tern 460) . 

::u Something in the n a turc of -n key is provided by l\.1i I ton R. Ster 11 in h ls Tb~ 
Fine Hanrn1eted Steel of Her'ilun~ Melville (Urhana 1 111., 19 57) St:ern's interesting 
den1onstration of J\'lelviHe's 1naturalism~ is hammered out a little too thoroughly .. Again 
i'vlelville's interpreters n~ed to 3ttend to ]1is O\Vl1 intc!ljgentá comments; in his letter 
to Ha,vthorne co1npbining r1bout Goethe's .[Gcf fih1 fat al1es/ he \vise]y observes: 
~But \Vhat p1.]J'5 the rnischicf 'i.-Vith the truth is that men \~rill insist upon the unhTersll 
app1ication of a temporary feeling or opiniont (Log1 11 4l 3 ). 1\1chiillc ,ávas never so 
set in l1j5 opinions as his critics-,vould l~ad us to be1ieve. See also 1S0,nc Techniques 
of A 1 el vi llct s Pcrcepti on/ I' A1 LA, LXXIII ( 19 s 8)., 2 5 1~2591 áwhere Stern <lciáclo ps 
the gcncraU y acceptable th es.is that 1\ 1 ckillc 'con1hi ned -a sty 1 e ,v hi ch lay áwithin the 
ex pee ta tions of his a gc [ L e., the v o cahu I ary and machinery of the roman ti cs J ,vi th 
a cosmic view that did not J ie ,vi thin those ex pee t9tions' ( p. 251 ) . One could \v j sh 
here, however., a strong \Yarning that l'l-f.elvilleis incaning is so1netimes as romantic 
áas his_á-vocabuhry (sco above~ lines 171-174 and note to line 17-,.., Jjnes 13 l-236 and 
note; á and1 be19,1t', footnotes 14, 26, 28).. Furthcrmorci jf Mclvi1le"'s ideas are often 
:a.ntith etica l to. those of his roman tic conte rn por~ ri (:s;'t . bi~ 1n o o d is noL In l\-1 d vi1 le 
more strong]y than in any other American~ \Ve feel that longing to see the unseeablE:, 
that Se IJn su oht that is c lrn racte ds tic of the roman tic 1noo d. Fina 11 y it can be noted 
that i\á1 elville read Sh~kcspeare according to a romantic directive~ he .read hjm fo.r 
his ~philosophy1 (sec ~bovc ). 

z: Log. 111 649 (margin~lia of 1862 }. 
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tors of la,Y, 1nedicine, a.nd divinity to account for a Claggart~~a On the 
subject of immortalit)T~ l\áIelville ájs far less confident. 

1Ran11non,' dealing with the disturbing subject of immortality~ has 
the quality of a daydrean1 that the dreamer cannot ábring to a satisfy-
ing and con1 f ortin g con cl usi on. l\ 1c 1 v j 11 c' s re vj si on s sh ow hi1n taking 
thought for the co1isistency of the youthful Rammon, but ,vhen he 
comes to the crca tion of Zar di, he appears uncertain of his direction 
and of his point of view. He drops the role of objective creator and 
begins to speak in his o,vn person, giving llS directly his opinions -a.nd 
letting his fictional mask slip. l'tielville \Vas evidently distressed by 
his sense that nobi1ity of spirit see1ns to accompany incredible 2nd illu-
sory beliefs ,v1,ile a Sadduccan skepticism is accompanied by the light-
mindedness and frivolity of a Zardi (lines z i 5-2 30 and in the orjginal 
draft). Unsatisf3ctory as a n1an, Za.rdi further faiJs to s-a.tisfy the ro-
mantic idealist's conception of the poet as a seer (lines 2 3 1-2 36t -a 
late interpolation). To this ron1antjc notion Melville clearly snb-
scrjhed, subscribed so completely that he ,vas betrayed into a digres-
sion jrrelcvant to his subject as original])r conceived. In fact his ,v hole , á 
characterization of Z-ardi is in excess of the necessities of the sketch 
and appears to have been prompted by personal feelings similar to 
th osc that moved the po e1n s to Camoens. 2" 

Although it is unlikely- that., for the character of Zardi, l\1elviHe 
had any specific contemporaryá artist in n1ind1á he certainly had in mind 
the type of ,vriter ,vhosc talent is not 1nutchcd \Vith an adventurous 
interest in metaphysical speculation; Zurdi is the kjnd ,vho pusillani-
mously hugs the shore, ,,,ho docs not, as E1nerson did, keep 'nobly 
on.:1 ~6 Zardi is no boldly-questioning Ahab. \\That 1nay have deter-
mined certain elements in the sketch of Zardi is l\1clvi1Ie'.s sense that 
manyá of his literary friends, such as Ha,vthorne, ,vere interested in 
hin1 as a person and loved hin1 for the dangers he had passed at the 
san1c time that thC)T felt distaste for his preoccupation ,vith metaphys-
ics. Neither his friends nor his f an1ily shared his obsession ,vith sub-
jects that had nothing to do ,vith practical good; i e., ,vith material or 

Billy Budd a1ul Other Pro re Pieces {Standard Edition, London, 1914), pp. 46-4 7. 
2-1. CP., pp. 380-38 r~ :ind see note :26, be]o-w. i\1e1vil1e's ineptitudes -a_s ~n -9..rtist have 

been e..x plained a \Vay on the ground that his ,vor k is directed by, his ad herencc to 
the 'organic theory1 of art; but whi]e his addiction to this theory certainly shows 
hiin to ha vc be en i mprcssionable, it does not, I t ll ink, va]j da to his performance. á ( See 
Nathalia W r-i g ht's 'For 1n a.Ii Function/ PAf LA i J .... xván t 195 :it 3 3 0--3 40.) 

Log, Ilt 650 (nrn.rginalia of I 861; cf. note 2:2, above).á . 
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1noral ,vclfaret the principal obsessions of his co,1ntrymen, ,vhose nar-
rowness of thought he here conde1nns (lines 2.03-205) .25 

By his successive digressive additions to his characterization of Zardi, 
l\1clvHie leaves him condemned. He leaves him so thoroughly con-
demned that ,ve scarcely 1.1nderstand ,vhy Rammon should address to 
him ~a heart-felt appeaF (line 246 and in the original draft), although 
,vc can undcrsn1.nd ,vhy he should solicit ta trial of the stranger's im-
provising gift' as 'diversion from disappointment' (lines 2 38-240, but 
not in the original draft). This confusing contradiction is certainly 
not an expressive fiction; it has a.11 the signs of being a direct reflection 
of ~1elvillcts o\vn uncertainty about ,vhat he could believe -and ,vhat 
he ought to believe, about ,vhat satisfied his intelligence and yet failed 
to satisfy his religions spirit. Again ,ve lind 'Ra1nm on~ confim1ing 
Hawthorne's analysis. 

Dealing directly ,vith the theme of itn1nortality, 'Rumn1on' deals 
ind ire ctl y -,vi th ?\1 e I vill c 's s cnsc of his j n teliectua l and spiritual isolation 
('mother of illusion,/ line 129); an isolation real enough in the period 

á before the Civil '\\ 1ar, ,vhcn romantic idea1ism1 so attractive to such a 
tyearnee as l\1elviUe, ,,,as unforrunately coupled ,vith an innocent 
cheer£ ulncss that struck him as absurd. He \Voll Id have been more at 
home had he not had the bad luck to be born a.s early as 1819; from the 
generationá of Henry Adams he ,vould not have felt so alienated as he 
did fron1 his o,vn - even from Hav{thorne, ,vhose 'hlackness.,' as he 
discovered, ,vas less profound than he had supposed. 

Badly executed as it is, 'Ramm on"' is nevertheless irnportant for its 
dis closure that Mel \1i lle, s intellectual com1ni ttnen t to 'na tu ra 1 ism' was 
not ,v ho] eh ea rte d; he is sti 11 not '"resting' in his beli cf s~ Nor can ,v c 
assume that he is 'rcsting1 in Billy Budd, although the death of Starry 
Vere with Billy1s nan1e on his lips and the commemorative ballad re-
mind us of another Sadducee's utterance; S amucl Butler closes his fust 
sonnet on 'The Life -after Death/ ,vhich bears the motto MlAXoVTa 

,.., 
1"UVTÇ: 

.ti, Src 'C:i:moens in the H ospitar' ( CP., p. 381 ) 1 which Mel ville concludes: 
While they who \\Tork them [ ~Tile <J. nd guile J fair in f uce1 
StiH keep their strength j n prudent place~ 
And claim they wonh i er run lif c1s ra ce.i 
Se r\Tjng high God vdth useful go oct 

Here MehTiUe :show.s himself to be fully in ~greement '\\rith Emerson's Neoplatonic 
devaluation of .social and ci vie vhrues .. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XIII, Number 1 (Winter

1959)

A1elville's 'Ra1m11on' 

Y ct meet we shaU1 and part, and. n1eet again, 
Where dead men meet, on lips of living men~ 27 

For ~1 el vi 11 e the d efi an tl y 'idealistic t Ahab is 1n ore dcscrvin g of this 
kind of imn1orta]ity'"1 although he is as \Vickcd and unreasonable ns 
Lear1 than the stojcal Starry \T ere, although he is as virtuous and ,vise 
-as Kent~zs Melville may have found the doctrine of immortality 're-
pugnant to his understanding and desire, (lines 97-98), but he can-
not be said to have 1:restcdj comfortab1y ,vith Ecclesiastes iii. 19, a 
passage he underscored jn a Bible purchased in 1850: 'For that ,vhich 
bef allcth the sons of men bef allcth beasts; even one thing befallcth 
them: as the one diethJ so dicrh the other; yea, they have all one breath; 
so that a n1an hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity ... ' ~m 

ELEANOR M. TILTON 

n Tbe Note-Books of S:tnn,d IJutleT,, ed. Hcnrr Festing Jones (London, 1912 ), 

p. 397á 
Assuming Me]vHJe to be firmly critical of Ahlb :a.s an 'idealist,' Stern emphasizes 

Aha. b's f oU y and \\' j eked ncss (The p; ne H mmnered Steel of H ernmn AI e lviUe, 
pp. 8~1 1 and passitn) ; but tre.gi c h croes are wicked :and f oo] is h, and virtuous stoics 
(Kent 1 Enob:arLus,, Horatio) arc not tragic heroes. Moreover, Ahab's 4=wickednesst 
arises not f ro1n his 1ide~lisn1" hut fro1n his Byronic wiHfuln~ss; this: willfulness MelM 
ville clear] y 8 drnires.. (Sha kespcare docs not appear to ad mire the like wj llf ulness: of 
Lear.) An unprcjudked reader of Ii.Joby-Dick ,v.iH, I think, feel and .see Ahab!"s 
Byronic q u sJ i ty far more res.d ily than qua li tics as.sod a red with more honored sources. 
In so far as Aha.b rese1ubics lviiJton"s Satan.1 he does so according to romantic jnter-
pretatio ns of th~ t .figure. .i\ f el ávi]l e a ppcars in the end to ha \~c rcj ected only so n1 uch 
of rom;;1 ntic ideology as-could not Le co1nprch c nd cd by hfa csrentialJ y tragic view 
of ]ife. 

Log, I,. 369; also Sealts-, 4il\,{elville1s Rcading.1 HARVAP-n LlBRARY BuLJ.ETlN-, II 
( 1948), 388 (jtem -6i The underscoring was Jater erased, 

I wjsh to express bcrc nly gra tc f u l a ppr-ccia tion of the con t.ributlon of Mr G. ,v. 
Cottre11, Jrt and Aá1rs Eliz.alJcth Fox to the content and form of this: artic1e. 
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Honorary Degrees at Harvard: Corrigenda 

IN the list of (I-I on orary Degrees 193 o---195 8,' HA RV ARD L 1 BRARY B OLLETlN t XII 
( 19 5 8), 3 48-3 5 3 t the f ollo,vi ng corrections should be made: 

1936 
f iJ r á-áFrederick Maurice Po,vi eke! LL. D. read Frederick Maurice 
. . Po,vjcke. I~i tt. DI 

ins~t: 

1941 

Ronald Wyeth Percival King, A_-.rvL 
G ~o rge Widn1er Thorn, A. j\1. 
Paul J osác p h Sachs, Art~D. 

1955 
for J~uis l\1undz-l\iarin! LJ .... D~ read l..ruis l\1 uiioz-i\-1arin, LL.D. 

. . . . . 

for Neil Hasler 1\1cE~roy, LL.D~ ren_d Neil Hosler McElroy, LL.D~ . 
for W_in~~m Adol( Visser 't Hooft! S~T.D~ read Wi11ern Ado]f \ 7jsser_ ~t 
. : Hooft," S.~f.D. . 
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