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NOTES ON TI-:IE HARVARD LIBRARIES 

RALPH TIIEOJJORE lliTERQUEST, I9l i.-1968 

TEN YRARS of extraordinary achicvcn1cnt made up the Harvard c:irccr of Ralph 
Theodore Esterquest, Librarian of the Francis A. Count\va.y Library of l\1-edi-
cinc, ,vho died suddcn1y on 10 August 1968. In February r958 1\1r. Esterqucst 
came to Harvard as Libr~rian of the Harvard i\1edical Schoo], ])cntal School, 
-and School of Public Health.. Less than t\vo years later the agreen1ent ,vas 
concluded to unite under one roof and one librarian the Boston .J\1cdical Library 
and Har1.rard's medical libraries~ From the outset of his administration J\1:r, 
Estcrquest had been planning the nc,,, building that ,vas made possih]c by the 
generous gift of i\1iss Sanda Count\vay; beginn1ng in January 1960 it ,vas 
nee es.sary to revise the plans :in order to house t\VO institutions instead of one, 
and to undertake the adnunistrati v e and tee hni cal , vor k of uniting n,, n great 
collections. 'fhc Counhvay Library opened in 1965. Architecturally it has 
been acclai111cd as one of tbc finest library· buildings of recent years; as an 
j n stitu ti on serving teaching and research in n1c dicin c it has resources surpassed 
only by those of the Nation~l l..ibrary of 1\1edicinet ,vith ,vhich it has been 
cooperating c]oscl y in national Ii brary serviCC$ and in a uton1:a tion. In 1967., 
under a progratn of regional services supported by the National Library of 
i\ledicinci Count\vay becan1c the llegional ~1cdical Library of Ne,v Ji:ngJand. 

F e,v lib rada ns have had as much experience as I\ 1r. Esterq uest in coop era ti vc 
library acci\Tities. In l 944, follo\\'ing graduation from North"·cstcrn University, 
graduate ,vork in librarianship at the University of IHinois, and three years as 
Sales l\1anager of the Americ~n Library Association's Department, 
h c became Director of the Pacific North, vest Bi bli ograp hica I Center in Seattle. 
As Assistant Dj rector of ch e Uni vcrsity of Den vet Library fro rn 1 946 to r 949 
he ,vas in vol vcd in the Iliblio gra p hie al Center for R cscarch, and then., from 
I949 until he came to Harvard, he ,,,as l)ircctor of the l\1id,vest Inter-Library 
Center, \\ 1hich has since become the Center for Research Libraries. In l 95 3-54, 
as a Fulbright Senior Research Fcllol~l in England, he studied interlibrary 
cooper a ti on in the British Isl es, and he ,vas on leave f ro1n laJ arvard for the 
academic year 1967-68 to serve as Director of the International Rebtions Office 
of the An1erican Library Association. In library cooperation at the regional, 
national) and intcrnation al levels, as ,veU as in the planning a.n d orga.niza ti on of 
the Count\vay Library, he has left behind him genuinely enduring monuments. 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

Frank N .. Bunker h:as been ap poin tcd Charles \\ 7 arr en Bi blio gra p her in A meri 
can ITiistory in the Har,Tard Uni vcrsity Library. 1Vlr. Dunker 1s a graduate of 
the Schoo] of Librarianship at the University of California, Los Angeles; his 
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l-J. ar·vnrd Library B11llctiu 
undergradu2tc ,vork ,vas ~t the Un.hrersity of Californiat Santa Barb~.rai ,vhere 
he h::1s also earned an J\1.A+., completed course "rork for the Ph.D. in Aincrican 
history, and served for four ye~ rs as: a tc~ ching assi srnn t. As ,:v ::i r ren Ilibli-
ogra ph e r1 re.sponsible for de,relopment of Library co1lcctions in the fie]d of 
Atucrican stu<lics~ Jvtr. Bunker succeeds the late John A. Riggsi ,vho dic<l in 
1967. 

Irene Christopber is the nc,v librarian of the Gonlon h1cKay Library of the 
Division of Engjneering and Applied Physics~ l\1iss Christopher1 a gradurite of 
Boston Univ crsj t y and of the School of Library Sci enc c a.t Sinun ons College, 
has .served successively as I-I ea d of the Ci rcu la tio n Department of th c Chen cry 
Library at Boston Un.ivcrsityi Chief Reference Librarian at the sa1nc institu-
tion~ Director of the Emerson CoHege Library~ and Supervisor of ] .. ibrary 
Ser\Tices of G. I{. Hall & Co~ 

A 1 rs. AI aria lf r o odum11, ,vho had been Li brad of the Gord on 1\1 c Ki y 
Library si nee ! 96 6, has transferred to a. p art-ri1nc a pp oin nnen t as Ca ta lo gu e.r 
in the Harvard CoHege Library, , 1{here she ,, .. ill have particular responsibility 
for Dutch ma terj uls. 

TH£ JOHN BAru-.-Ait.o AssocIATES AND THE "\V1Nstt1P LrcTGRFS 

THE NA1\'1E Jolu1 Barnard Associates: ,vas chosen by a group of ui11en1bers of 
Ii3rvard College or persons syn1patheticaUy affiliated ,\·ith its jntercstst to 
quDte froin Jol:Jn Barnard a11d His Associatesi a s1nall and c]cgant volu1ne printed 
in 1927 by Drucc Rogers at the I-Jarva.rd Univen,itJ" JJre.'5. The announced 
obj ecti v·es of the Asso dates ,vere: 

~cTo honor the me:rnory of JonN BARNARn, \\~ho ]oved books and di<l ,vhat 
he could for Harvard 

''By meeting for the discussion of matters of mntu::.l hnoldsh intcrestj By 
holding exhibitions of books hclonging to Harvard 1nen or of especial Hnrvard 
interest; By printing cata]ogues, essays, or other '\vritings \\r}lich interest the 
n1embers or ,vhich n1:ay serve to stitnu]ate an interest in the objects of the 
association. i 1 

For a decade the Jolu1 Ilarnard As~ociatcs flourjshed and did all of these 
things. Before the Associates ceased acti~..-e participation in libraIJ' affairs~ 
n1ore t]rn n one hundred n1 en had been cnrol l cd as n1cm b ers~ 

Behind the f orrn aci on and promoci on of the Associates stood George Parker '''i nshi r~ 19 3, an extra ordinary boo km an , vho, after nven ty years of jl] astri ous 
service at the John C'Jrtcr Bro,vn Library in })rovidencc, c:1i11c in 1915 to I-lar-
va. rd, ,;,v here h c ,vas Lil ira riu rt of t l 1c JI er 1y .E1ld ns , '\rj den er Col lecrio n until 
he beca1nc Assistant Librarian in the Harvard College Library in 19i6~ His 
authoritative bibliographical ,vridngs '\Vere numerous, but in the long run 
the 1nost itnporta.nt thtng he did for the I-Iarvard Library ,vas to locate and 
to fire \Vi th enth usiasn1 a ,v hole gen era ti on of I-I 1l rva rd co] I ector.s. 

He l<nc,v that hooks, by :and farge, do not sut\·ivc \Vithout the efforts of the 
private collector, and that Hhrarics cannot thrive 1rvithout the interest and sup-
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port of col] ector-donors. 1 n his associations m1d in the courses he gave at Har-
va rdt i\1r. ,~linship ferreted out '-1,.>ith \1n-canny success young 1nen and old 
,vho had ,vithin thetn the potential he sought. For the Harvard Cu1lege Libtarr~ 
the result has been a continuing benefit of inestimab]c value for n1orc than 
forty years, the effects ,viU be. felt as long as the Library endures. 

The John Barnard Assodates ,vere one of the means by ,vhich l'\1r. ,'.\i''inship 
captured and hclcl the. interest of able coHectors for the ultin1ate benefit of the 
Library~ To all intents and purposes their orga.nizcd activities ceased thirty 
yc,ars ago; but in 1966 ~n Assodate canvassed as many other 1nc1nbcrs :::.s pos-
sible in order to raise a fund for a :series of ]ccturcs on apprnprbte topicsj to 
he sponsored by the Houghton Library and entitled the G eorgc Par le er \Vin-
s hip Lectures. It is not easy to find nnd co1nn1unicnte ,vith the men1bership 
of an org:nnizntion so long donnant, but the Associate carrjcd on singlc-h:andcd 
and "\\'ith extraordinary success. Of dgbty-t\V"O Jiving Assodntes ,vho could 
b c loca tcd I more than half contributed, providing a ca pi ta.I s u1n large cnon gh 
to inaugurate the \~linship Lectures .in the spring of 1968~ 

Accordingly1 on I 1\iay 1968, in the presence of the Friends of the Har\tatd 
Co] kgc I ...ihrat}r, sundry John Ila rnnrd Assn dates j n cl u ding the or j gin a tor of 
the fund, and n1en1bers of the \:Vinship fa1uily, tlte first George Parker ,vinship 
I .. ecture ,vas de1ivered in the Lan1ont Forum lloom by A .. N. L. J\,I unby 1 Li-
brarjan of IGngis College, Can1bridge, and a leading authority on the history of 
b(]ok collecting. The audience greatly enjoyed DL l\1unby1s paper,. ,vhich is 
printed in th.is issue of the I-lARYARD LTBMnY BuLLETlK~ Other ]cctures ,viil be 
scheduled frorn time to tin1et nnd it is hoped that eventua11y it ,vHl be possible 
to publish a coliection of then1 as a volume of essays; as has been noted) :it \Vas 
an O hj ecti Ve n f the John Il arn'1 ! d Ass ocinte....;; to p tint essays of this kinda 

TuE HARV.!\RD CoLr,F,GE Lum.ARY AurnT10N 

A in the April 1968 iss.ue of the BuLLETlN reported the appoint1ncnt of a 
Comn1ittcc on the Harvard College l.ribrary Addition~ ··which h:1s: undertaken 
the task of raising $51000,000 for construction of an underground addition in the 
area bounded by the Hough ton and La1nont I ..-i h n, ri esi Q u; ncy Street.! and the 
Prcsident"'s I-louse. Substantial piedges 9nd contributions have already been re~ 
cci ved. 1 t sh ou 1 d also be reported that the Connni ttcc no, v has an Executive 
Assistant, 1\1.rs. Roderick Nordell, a.nd that its men1bcrship is no\v as foUo,vs: 
L11 m mot d ll Pont Copeland~ C ba 1n11an; Augustus P. Loring,. TT ice C hn i r11un1; 
G. Barry Binghami Emilio G. Collado; John Elliott, Jr.; Francis I(eppcl; Bayard 
L"' IGlgonr, Jr.; Ed,vard l\1. Lamont; David 1\fcCord; Donald ?\-1. OcnsJager; 
Carl I~I. Pforzhcimcr, Jr. 1 Robert S~ Pirie; Walter T. Ridder; John T. Sargent; 
I-1cnnon D~ Smith; Thon1as ,v .. Stephenson; Joseph S. Stcrnt Jr.; Arthur B. 
Tourtellot; and Arthur 1-1:. , 7crshbo,v. 
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