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A New Letter from Giuseppe Baretti
To Thomas Hollis
Alan T. McKenzie

This Mr. Hollis, it may be proper to say, was a bigotted Whig, or Republican;
one who mis-spept an ample fortune in paving the way for sedition and revol
in this and the neighboring kingdoms, by dispersing democratical works, and
sometimes highly ornamented with daggers, caps of liberty, &c.!

, NE of the most frequent beneficiaries of these democratical
% dispersals was Harvard College, which has expressed her
i grautude by acquiring Hollis” Diary, mentioned below.
N Another was Giuseppe Barctti, man about the towns of
Venice, Milan, and London, and close friend of Samuel Johnson.
Baretti showed his gratitude in a lengthy and rather fulsome acknowl-
edgement of a packet of books and pamphiets which Hollis had sent
to him at Venice. A copy of this letter, written in June 1763, and
previously unknown, has come to light with the discovery of Barctti’s
Commonplace Book in the Furness Collection at the University of
Pennsylvania. The text of the letter follows, in what appears to be
the first draft, with all of Baretti’s fussing with syntax and diction. It
is of some intercst in itself, as it contains details 2bout Baretti’s own
life as well as a number of his sharp comments on British politics and
trade. It also offers occasion for a briet review of the relationship
between these two curious figurcs from the past.?

*“Letters of Rev. B, N. Turner,” in Mustrations of the Literary History of the
Eighteemth Cemtury, ed. John Nichols, V1 (L.ondon, 1831), 157. Some of Boswell’s
phrasing seems to have heen fresh in Turer’s mind. Sce James Boswell, Life of
Johnson, ed. George Birkbeck Hill, rev, L, F. Powell (Oxford, 1934~50), IV, o7
[hereafter cited as Life], and Baswell on the Grand Tour, ed. Frederick A. Potte
(New York, 1053), p. 213, .

"See Catroline Robhins, “Library of Liberry — Assembled for Harvard College
by Thomas ollis of Lincoln’s Inn,” HLB, V (1951), 5-23, 181-195, For a dctailed
account of his donations to another repository, see Hans Utz, Die Hollis-Sarmnntung
in Bern, Schriften der Literarischen Gesellschaft: Neue Folge der Neujahrs, bliteer
VIIU (Bern, 1959). For an account of the discovery of the Barctd diary see the
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Letter from Ginuseppe Baretti to Thowas Hollis 141

In this transcription, all words and phrases deleted by Baretti have
been enclosed in pointed brackets; x's have been nsed to indicate de-
leted letters that arc illegible. Interlinear inscrtions are placed between
slashes, with double slashes for insertions above insertions. (The slashes
enclosing “Londan” in the heading arc Barctti’s, as are single square
brackets in the text.)

Ta Thomas Hollis Esqt/London/
Venice June 229 1761,

Dear Sir. Your generous supply of English food ta a distant and starving
man is o welcome, that the tongue of gratitude could not tcll how much. I
have /hastily/ run over your /Books/ Pamphlets with the more eagerness, as
I had been for these eighteen or twenty months without almost hearing the
Name of England uttered, quite taken up with my private concerns, or, to
say Dbetter, intirely plunged in sadness for the infamous behaviour of Count
Kirmian to me, who afcer baving solemnly and repeatedly promised to place
me in the Imperial Chancery of Milan, and kept me in that Town with his
fair and bewitching words for above a year, (forced me at last by his) /{made
me at last resolve with)/ /forced me at last by/ unaccountable delays and tor-
menting proserastination to give him up for a Man of nothing and depart.
[I then came to Venice, and here vexation and discontent agitated me {s0) with
fresh violence, that I fell ill, and was confined to a bed for a pretty long while,
niore than once in danger of my life, as that Count’s strange conduct was
render’d still more grievous to mic by some other {additional) no Icss grievous
{pain} addition of pain from another causc /that it is needless to tell.,/ How-
cver Time, that great Healer of mental wounds, operated according ta his
Nature, and has at last restored my long-tossed Soul to her wonted c¢alm; so
that I have by this hour very ncar forgot my past sufferings and trouhles, and
{Iff 1 am not as chearful as I used o be, ¥ am likewise far from being sorrow-
ful and despondent as my undeserved miscarrying at Milan had made nc.

Here having nothing to do to (kill) /help on/ time and keep life from stag-
nation, and drawing but little comfort from the Society of the(sc) ignorant
and vicious (Inhabitants, I have again) /Drones that surround me on all sides,
I have/ plunged into Study {The) again, The friends {whose) /whom/ I lcft
here fourtcen years ago are partly dead, and partly have so changed their ways
or their situation, {and [ find so little alleavement of} to {making) / and {they
arey //I find them// succceded by such a generation, that {finding very)/ {the

Jebnsonian News Letter, XXVIII, No. 3 (September, 1968), 7-8 and my “Two
Letters from Barctti to Johnson,” PMLA (forthcoming — March, 1971}, 1 am
grateful to the curator of the Furness collection, Professor M. A. Shaaber, for
permission to publish this material and to Professor William E. Miller, assistant
curator, for much assistance.
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making of new ones, that Iy /I am intirely debarred the pleasure of conversa-
tion, and/ live /fas/ perfectly /alone/ in the middle of this populous Town
as 4 Lion in a desart. (Marsili himsclf whom) /{Doctor Marsili himself)/ /Add
to this, that Marsili himself whom/ I had used with more than /brotherly/
tenderness and cordiality {than he could have expected even from a Brother)
when his father left him in London without a penny for two wholc years,
Marsili did so perfectly overlook me on my arrival here, that I have not seen
his face these six months, nor care to sec it any more. Books therefore have
been my nccessary refuge against solitariness, and they are become my only
and my constant Conipany. Consider then, (my) dear Sir, how acceptable your
present of new Books must have been that came to shake my imagination, and
awake a new train of ideas in my ct-'cr-rncditating bramns, (Youry /TFhose/
Books and Pamphlcts have transportcd me to dear Ingland, and I see that
(she} her Sons continue still to (form no less} /form a Nadon no less/ brave than
(a) boisterous. {Nativn) I see that they are still enthusiastical Adorers of their
native Laod {and still Tnemies) /as well as implacable Encmics to the Freach
and/ to onc anothery still Squandcerers individually of their private incomes,
and still furiously secking to cacrease the pubblick wealth, {always racing afrer
commierce) /by industry and commerce, {(and) Faith I rejoice to/ {and all xxxx)
/{1} find them stil]l proper/ Politicians from the Great Chancellour (down to the
Cobbler,) /and the Admiralty Lords down to Haberdasher and the/ Cabbler.
The Prophet Idcathcote madc me smile with his Screech-owl’s Predictions of
endless calamities, total ruin, infallible extirpation, and ather such fine things
to his feilow-subjects only because 2 Scotch Ministry was about giving many
Hogsheads of Martinico-Sugar, and 2 deal of Geree-Gum to the {pexfidious)
French, the ever perfidious French; and I {xx) am perfectly satisfied that (xx}
M: Wilkes will have much a do, with all his bustle against somc impcrious
Lords, to make /poor/ England forget, that she has now the misfortunc of
being the absolute Alistress of innumerable Acres of snow in Norch-America,
[Then /the/ useful Lists of the ingenius M¢ Mortimer 1 very much admire. 1
am /even/ tempted to call chem Pindarical, as they (give) undoubtedly /give/
a vast idea of your Metropolis’ immensity, and profess myself much obliged
to them, as they have called back to my mind many names that were upon the
point of leaving it. Yet I am /a litde/ angry with that Gentlemen for his
disapproving of the Perfumers, and talking of them contcmptuously, while
he is so warm a Pancgivist of the Painters, and shows himself partial to the
Musicians. Why shall not (the) /our/ Noses he granted their pleasures as
well as {the) /our/ Eyes and {the) /our/ Ears? {And the more may) The Per-
fumers may indeed think themsclves most barbarously wrong'd, as they are
chiefly careful to delipht Ladies {fine) /pretty/ Noses with huogary watet and
Sanpareille, just as Painters aim at the gratification of Connoisscurs’ cycs with
(the representation) /exact copies/ of fine faces and snowy bosoms, and as
Musicians cndeavour to {delight} /charm/ both sexes with Trillo’s and Messa-
di-Voce’s. It would not even be very dilficult to prove that all Artists and
Traders arc all {Perfum) no better than Perfumers, as the /ehicf/ drift of cach

. -p——



Letter from Giuseppe Baretti to Thomas Hollis 143

Art and Trade is no more than to {find some) /procure/ things acceptable to
one or other of the five Scnses. {, which in more emphaticall terms is expressed)
/{commonly} //(emphatically)// {expressed with the phrase of enlarging the)
/ /{encreasing the)// (numbcr of the)/ (Conventences of Life.)

The other i.ist {for) of the Socijety for the Encouragement of Arts, Manu-
factures and Commerce truly amazes me with the /prodigious/ Number of
great and small Mecenas {that) you have amongst you. But J see by the (Pre-
miums offered) /following Catalogue/ of Premiums by them oflered to (o)
/skiiful and/ the industrious, that a great many things are by them encouvag’d,
which, thank{s} GGod, I stand in no nced of.

Mason’s and Churchill’s Poetry, and the Letters to the Cocoa-tree T have
not yet perused, but expect no less satisfaction from them than {rom the Lists.
The Cocoa-tree especially, I kuow before hand, will make me /{more)/ either
a Whig or a Tory, as I shall be more affected by Pro or Con exposed in them,
with English impactiality and candour to be sure. Since 1 left England, {I)
not knowing what might be proper Abroad to be, I neglected both distinctions,
and subynitted to love and admire the Fnglish Nation collectively, without the
least proclivity to Tor y or ‘Whjg, but this dead neun ality of mine (b} will be

Tree/ inform me of the prcscnt statc of things in that Country to which nmthcr
Native nor Foreigner can claim the least relation {of} unless he declares for a
Party, and shows himself very (violent) /furious/ in contributing to the gen-
eral good of the People rather this way than that way.

Rejoice then, good Sir, in your liberality to me, as you see, that if long
absence from {England} /your Island/ has turned me (again} into my original
state of Italian coldness with regard to the various aims and intercsts and
sions of your Nation, your seasonable Present (has made me a) /will directly
(mzkc)/ (me) /warim me into/ an Englishman again. (Ycs, Sir, I shall dircetly)
/Within two days at most I shall positively/ breathe Liberty with the Whig
or Slavery with the Tory, roused from my Lethargick Philosophy by the
Letters to the Cocoa Tree, Tn less than a Week then, T shall be able to look
about for travelling Britons, and declare for Pit or for Bute, for Wilkes or
for Egremont, until the French Gazettes afford us better subjects to expatiate
upoen, informing us of some new Man in the Bottle [?] come to blast all re-
membrance of Bute and Pit, of Egremont and Wilkes, Yes, Sir, some new
Man in the Bottle will soon sink {into oblivion all} those chdomadary Herocs
inta oblivion, as {(the Opera Theatre) /the strife about the/ Opera-(Theatre)
/House/ between /singing/ Mingotti and /pimping/ Vanneschi formerly did
those great and glorious Patriots who suffered Minorea to (be taken) /be carried
away/ by a parcel of {French) Ragamuffins that wore wooden Shoes and fed
upon frogs.

You sce, dear M¢ Hollis, how your /kind/ Presenc has made me recover
some {good humour) /of my usual/ alacrity; but my paper deercascs; there-
fore T put an end to this mad nonsense, seriously thanking you for the con-
tinuation of your precious friendship to me; and begging my best compliments
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to Mr Johnson, M! Fiwherbert, M Brand, and M Porten, Mf Reynholds, -
Mt Cipriani, and Mr Wilton as they coine in your way, I repeat mysclf {ull of
everlasting respect and gratitude,
Dear Sir, Your most humble and most obliged Friend and Servant
Joseph Baretti.

‘This lecter invites a briel review of the relationship between Baretti
and Hollis. Holbs’ Diary, now ac Harvard, first mentions Barett under
18 November 1759: “At home the whole day, variously employed.
Signor Baretti with me in the evening.”® The next such entry, 13
February 1760, suggests that this was a recent acquaintance: “Mr,
Barctti with me on a long visit in the morning. Much entertainment
from him. Certainly an ingentous and 1 think verily an bonest man, —
Within all day. Wrote after.” The rwo may have met on one of
Hollis® tl'lpS abroad, or, more likely, sometime aftcr Barctd’s acrival in
London in March 1751, Hollis records several ather meetings with
Baretti in 1760; one or two of them appear to have been in conjunction
with Samucl Johnson. When Baretti was preparing to return to Italy
in August, Hollis sent him “a dozen copies of the Publication of the
Committee for cloathing French prisoners of war, which he has prom-
ised to disperse, obligingly, in Spain & Portugal.” Samuel Johnson
received five pounds from Thomas Hollis for writing the Preface to
that work. (Life, IV, g91).

According to Holhs Menioirs (a fatuous work whose preparation
prevented its author, the controversialist and divine, Francis Black-
burne, from writing a life of Martin Luther}, Baretti sent Hollis a
letter at the end of 1761. The cxtract that Blackburne printed com-
plains of Holiis” unwillingness to be praised in Baretti’s Leitere Famili-
ari. It continucs with a rather Johnsonian theory of biography, and
an early conjunction of Johnson with Porten (see below — I think
Blackburne misread Baretti’s hand):

To bring about my purpose, I must not coly ridicule absurdity, and blame vice,
but I must exalt worthiness and sct off virtue; yet you must know that austere
reasoning and dry maxims do not glibly go down with the plurality of readers;

* Quoted by permission of the Harvard College Library. There are accounts of
this Dlary in James L. Cliffnrd, “Some Problems of Johnsou’s Obscure Middle
Years,” in ]ohmo;rz, Boswell, and Their Circle: Essays Presented to Lawrence
Fitzrey Powell in Honour of his Eighty-Fourth Birthday (Oxford, 1965), pp. 101—-
106; and Caroline Robbins, “The Strenuovs Whig, Thomas Hollis of Lincoln’s
Inn,” Wilfigm: and Mary Quarteriy, VIL (1950}, 406—453.
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and you know that domcstic anecdotes strike deeper in the mind than more
viralent invectives, or the mast pathetical exhortations: I have therefore a right
to exalt Hollis, and celebrate Johnson, as I have to ridicule a fool, and to blame
a knave, and name their names; and your untimcly modesty must give way
to the least attempt towards bettering the commonwealth. Ask Mr. Porter and
Mr. Johnson shethier my argument is conclusive; and if they deny my con-
sequence, then will I blot some of my best periods.*

Blackburnc found Ilollis” acquaintance with Barctti a great embarass-
ment; he concludes this passage with cvident relicf: “This letter of
Barecti 1s dated from Milan, and undoubtedly relates to Mr. Hollis’s
benefactions to the writer; but where and of what kind wc know not,
as there are no other remains of Mr, Holliss correspondence with
Barett1.”

On 24 Febrnary 1763 we see Hollis preparing the parcel for which
Baretti’s letter cxpressed thanks: “Within the whole day cntering and
preparing certain parcells of Pamphlets, which I am sending abroad
as presents to Consul Holford of Genoa, Mr Barcici of Milan, Mr
Termy of Leghorn & My IHow at Pisa.” On 30 Juue 1765 Hollis
sent Baretti a letter and “a Bank note of £zo, as a litile mark of my
regard to him.” Baretti, in tarn, sent Hollis his Lettere Familiari
(June 1765) and six copics of La Frusia Letteraria, which Hollis dis-
persed, “bound, to the following persons”: Mr. Johnson, Mr. Cipriani,
The British Muscum, Dr. Williams® Library, Radcliffe Library, Ox-
ford, and Christ College, Cambridge (23 March 1766).

Baretti spent the evening of 10 October 1766, one of his first after
his return to London, with Hollis, and in March 1767 talked with
him of his edition of Machiavelli. On 5 May of that ycar Hollis pro-
posed Barvetti and two other Italian artists as honorary Fellows of the
Society of Antiquaries, to which all three werc elected on 18 June.
Hollis was much concerned with Barett’s arrest and trial for man-
slaughter. e visited Baretti at Newgate and gave him £z20. “He
treated me rather coolly, yet thanked me for the present, and cx-
pressed a desire, that T should attend his trial” (13 October 7690 —
Heollis did not attend).

The last entry concerning Baretti in the Hellis Diary shows Baretti
terminating yet another friendship in animosity:

* Francis Blackburne, AMewmocirs of Thowas Hollis, Esg., 2 Vols. (London, 1780},
1, 124.
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Then Mt Cipriani, by desire, rclating to a letter received from M? Martinelli
yesterday under cover from MT Barcti, representing iliness & poverty & re-
questing help, Agreed, both of ug, that chat letter was indiscretely written,
& ought not to be regarded. Desired MY Cipriani to return the letter to Mr
Baretd. Busied about odd matters, (13 February 1770)

The 1763 letter is clear and self-explanatory, except, perhaps, for
some of the proper names and one or twa of the allusions. Barett's
disappointment at the hands of Count Firmian is related in his biogra-
phics, and in a letter which he sent to Samuel Johnson in July 1762,
also in the Commonplace Book.” It is also possible, from these same
sources, to identify the “cause that it is necdless to tell” as the dis-
appointment of his love for Rosina Fuentes, the young daughter of
onc of his old friends.® Giovanni Mausili, a Paduan botanist and physi-
cian, apparently spent some of his time 1n J.ondon with Baretti at the
botanical gardens, and suftercd a seizure which Johnson remembered
twenty-two years later (Life, I, 322). Marsili also wrote a dreadful
sonnet lavishing praise on Baretti’s Piacevolie poesie (1750)." “The
prophet Heathcote” was George Heathcote, 2 copy of whose pam-
phlet, A Letter To the Right Honounrable The Lord Mayor, The
W orshipful Alderinen, and Connnon-Council; The Merchants, Citi-
zens, and Inbhabitants, of the City of London. From an Old Servaimi
(London, 1762} isin the British Museum. Martinico-Sugar and Goree-
Gum are commodities named after their places of origin, Mr, Mor-
timer’s lists must have been Thomas Mortimer’s The Universal Director
(London, 1763). ‘

His use of the technical terms #iflo and messa-di-voce, along with
“the strife about the Opera-House berween singing Mingotei and pimp-
ing Vanneschi,” remind us of Barettl’s continuing involvement with
the Opera, and his part in the feud between Vanneschi and Giardini
(1752—53, Jonard, p. 1x1). It 1s not possible to determine which of
Mason’s and Churchill’s works Hollis had sent, but Mason’s Elegies
were published in 1763, and there was a second edition of his Caractacus
in 1762. Churchill’s satiré on Bute and the Scots, the Prophecy of

*Bce Norbert Jonard, Giuseppre Baretiti {17i9-1989): L'honmne er L'oewvre
(Cilermont-Lerrznd, [1963]), pp. 3122—328 — hereafter ¢ited as Jonard.

"Sce also Luigi Piccioni, “Amoari ¢ Ambizioni de Giuseppe Baretdd,” Giornale
Storico delle Letteratura Italiana, LXXII (1018), 107-132.

* Jonard, pp. 174, 72; Givseppe Baretti, Lo Frusta Letteraria, ed, Luigl Piecioni
(Bari, 1932), I, 263,

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XIX, Number 2 (April
1971)



Letter from Giuseppe Baretti to Thomuas Hollis 147

Fanie, probably went along, too. IHollis had sent Count Algarotti a
copy of Caractacws, and is mentioned frequently in the capacity in
which he appears here in the CO].‘I‘CSPOIldeIlCC becween Algarotd and
William Taylor How.*

The Cocoa-tree was a Political Club on St. James’s Street and the
addressee of a number of political letters. I have not identificd the
oncs Baretti was sent, but there is a like publication in the Gentlerian's
Magazine, XXXIV (1764), 162—164, enuded “A Letter from Albe-
marle-strect 70 the Cocoa-Tree.” The opening of that letter will give
some idea of the sort of thing Barctti was scnding thanks for:

GENTLEMEN,

SOME have made the Cocoa Tree a cover for publishing the detestable doc-
trines of arbirrary power, and insolent aspersions on some of that illustrious
family uader which we so happily enjoy our liberty. I shall make no such
use of the name, nor confound things as opposite as merit and demerit.

The concluding cataloguc of friends to whom Baretti sent his com-
pliments, through Hollis, is an impressive list of mutual acquaintances
for twa such independenct creatures as these to shate: Johnson and
Reynolds need no elaboration, while those who might can be traced
throngh DNB, Barctti’s Epistolario, and some out-of-the-way sources:
William Fitzherbert, M. P. (1712—-1772) of Tissingron, in Derbyshice,
came to Barctti’s assistance during his trial. Batecti seems to have spent
somc montlhs at his house as a tutor for his son.” Thomas Brand was
Hollis’ longtime {riend. Ide inhcrited his estate, and changed his
name to Thomas Brand Hollis. Sir Stanier Porten (d. 178¢9), men-
toned above in connection with Hollis' Diary and Afewmeirs, was
British resident at the court of Naples, and Gibbons’ grandfather,
Hollis mentions him frequently in the Diary, and followed his diplo-
matic carcer with interest and encouragcment. Giovanni Battista
Cipriani (1727-1783), au ltalian painter and cngraver whose work
graces Hollis” Adenioirs, came to London with Wilton in r755. Joseph
Wilton (1722-1803), a sculptor and membecr of the Royal Academy,
attended Baretti's funeral ((Lhe Luropean Magazisie, X V1, 93).

For at least one of his dispersals, then, Thomas Hollis received

® Paget Toynbee and Leonard Whiblev, eds, The Correspondence of Thowas

Gray (Oxford, 1935), 1, 1235.
“Lacy Collison-Morley, Giuseppe Bareiti: With an Account of his Literary
Friendships and Feuds in Italy and in England in the Days of Dr. Jebnsen (London,

1009 ), P 208,
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extensive, and stll interesting, acknowledgement, the preccding lctter
from Giuseppe Baretti. This document, characteristic of the other
letters of its author, and undoubtedly most welcome to its recipient
at the ime of its arrival, is vscful testimony to the nature of the rela-
tionship between these two equally odd individuals.
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