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NOTES ON THE l:IAll V ARD LIBRAllIES 
p .[ rt SO~Nr. i ¥ CHAr-; GES 

George Alfred Strait became Associate Librarian in the Harvard La,,~ School 
Library early jn Decelnhcr. j\1r. Strajt had been Assistant Librarian for Refer-
ence in the Hanáard La\v School Library from 1958 until 1967, "'hen he left to 
becon1c La,;,v Lihrnrian at Northeastern University. Prior to his earlier tenn at 
Harvard, he had served on the staff of the Social L:nv Library in Bo.ston, the 
Southern University La,v School in B::iton Rouge, and the ,, 7orcestcr County 
( l\á1 ass~ ch u setts) L a,v Lib rn ry. 

D.1vid 1-1 enry Partington is no\V Assistant Librarian for the i\-:Itddle Eastern 
Collections in the Harvard CoUcgc Library ~nd Associate in the Center for 
l-.1 id d I c Eastern Stu cl i es. Dr. Partington' s acnd emic degrees ,verc c:irn td at 
Lehigh, Rutgers, and Princeton; he ,vas on the stilft' of the Prjnceton University 
Library from 1961 to J964i \\'hen he became Near FJ1st Tijb)iographer -and 
Head of the Near E'1st Unit jn the Cjtnlogue Departn1ent at the University 
of J\1 i chigan Library. 

Si111ou A1ichael N mnenwirth has resigned a.s Spccfolist in Book Selection 
in the Har\'ard College Librory in order to accept a position 8S head of the 
Acquisitions Department in the University uf California Library, Bcrkc]cy~ 
Dr. Narncn,vjnh joined the I-Jarvard Library staff as a cataloguer in J 9661 and 
beca1ne a specialist in book se1ection the follo,,;,¥ing year; his particular rcspon-
sibi]i ty hn s been for the G cnna ni c Jan gu ages. 

KENNETH E. CARPE~TI.R RcP01-l'fS ON THE l{HEss L1ERARY 

A YEAR AGO substantfol portions of the Annunl Report for 1967-6l-1 of I(enneth 
E. Carpenter., Curator of the l(rcs.s Libniry of Business and Economics\ ,verc 
reprinted in th cse Notes because th cy g:a vc an intcrcsti n g and ad m ira b I y c] ear 
nccount of ho,v the Kress Library serves scho]arslup. l\1r. Carpenter's Auuual 
Report for r 968~69 is an equally jlJuminating staterncnti de.scribing~ in particular1 

ho,v trn.ns]ations, n1ultiple editions, and relatively minor ,,;,¥orks can h~ of great 
,¥alue for research ,vhen brought together in an outstanding special collection. 
lt readsi in part: 

''The international aspect of our acquisition policy Is complcn1cnted by service 
to scholars throughout the \l .. orJd. ,,,c never meet any of our users auroad1 but ,,re kno"' ,vc contribute to their ,vork through our printed catalog~ the c]osest 
thing there is to a general bibliography of the fic]d. In the summer of 1968~ ,\¥c 
rend ercd more direct service by 1na king grants tu ten foreign sch ofa rs partici pa-
ting in the International Congress of Economic Historians at Bloo1nington, 
Indj na. 1 ~he pro gra n1 \Vas n1ad e po.ssih 1 e through th c gen crosi ty of Arthur 
H. CoieJ ,vho for so Jong ,vrote so "rcH these annual reports. For son1c ,,¥eeks 

212. 
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l(ress , vas a Ii \,..cl y) 1n ulti lingual community of sc ho fa rsr We l 1 ope to find) a.long 
,vith jncreas:ed book funds, the ni eans to put sue h a pro gram on a pern1ancnt 
basis. 

~,1~he varied effons to establish I(rcss as an international resource have been 
recognized, as is pointed out in the l Avant~ Prop os:I' of the first issue of the 
j ou rn aI~ /1 i story of Pol it ica l E c 0110111y: 'A pare llcl qu cstion concerns the search 
for scarce publications, especially ,vor]rn in foreign languages for ,,,Ilich the 
extraordinary l(rcss. Library has s hou 1 d ere d a n1 a j or, but not ex cl usi ve respon-
sibility .i 

~'Our acq1111-,1tion decisions ire. inAucnced in specific ,vays by this rcsponsi~ 
bili ty. For instance, ,v e are of ten ju !;0 fie d in paying a prcn~ i urn price for un-
recorded itemsj ,vhjch are 11ot ]isted in the :-itandard bihliographics. \Ve thereby 
not only n 1a kc the text avai lab 1 c at 1-1 arvá:1 rd but, be.cause of the C atalo gu e and 
reputation of the Library 1- to ~c ho] a rs eveI]T'vhere. 

' 11nvo1vernent ,vi.th translations is another examp1c of ho,v our sens-e of re~ 
sponsibility to all "~orking in the prc-l 850 period consciously 1nflucnces ncqui-
sition policy+ 1\1ost libraries ,vill not purchase translations, except in unusual 
cases. Precisely for this rcason1 ,vc ore able to contrihute 1 perhaps uniquelr, 
by acquiring trans\ations and thus promoting systematic study of the spread of 
economic id cas. 

"An1ong trans1ations acquired this year ,vcrc French and Italian cdittons of 
Babbage.., s management classic1 011 the Eco no1ny of A-fa chine ry au d At rt11u-
f actures. In an Italian version ( 1782.) of S. A. Tissoes Refutation Siff le bled 
et le pain, 1ve found ,vith surprise and delight a translation of a brief section of 
The lVer,lth of Nations~ 

uThe connnitment l{ress made long ago to senring scholarship generally 
influences acquisition decisions in other ways as ,veH; but to be truly effective 
this commitrnent must be pursued vigorously, so that the pertinent matedal 
, viH be under one roof. Such a con ccti on cncoura ges kinds of studies and a 

qua] i ty of scholarship that is othenvis e imp oss:i bl e. 

' 1An illustration of this statement is provided by en acquisition of this past 
ye a r, a G cnnan { 1 7 7 8) trans] a t:ion of Disc u.rso sob re el f 0111e11to de I a in dttstria 
popular by Ca1npomaries~ The ,v-ork is in1portant itscif in indicating the influ-
ence of a promincn t Spanish economist.., but it is only a sma lI piece j n a broadc r 
study of foreign jnfluences on German economic thought~ If, for the ]atter,. 
the scholar must tra\,..el from library to library in search of the originals and the 
translations1 especially ,vhen he often needs them both together for comparison) 
and do-es not, in the first p1ace, know \vhat authors have bceo translated~ there 
,viH probably never be an adequate study of foreign influences on German eco-
nomic thought. 

~1ParticuJarly in the absence of adequate bibliographies, great collections -are 
necessary for such far-ranging ,vor k. Without the books being found tog et her, 

i 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XVIII, Number 2 (April

1970), 

2 14 Hnrávard Library llu/Jetin 

one is apt not even to perceive the possibility of certain studies; an inherent 
cha racte:dstic of coH ectlons is th:a. t th c relationships among hooks bccon1c cvi-
d cn t. Because of these reforionships-. every book takes on ndded significance 
itself and ]ends n further dimcnsjon to other ,vorks on the shclvc-s. For l{rcss 1 

each ne,v acq ui sici on rep res en t..i; something rn ure thnn an arithrr1cti c i ncreasc in 
useful nt:~~ and th c Library b econ, es even greater than the totil I of its parts. .. T 

4'A strjking cx<a:1nplc of ho,v a rather l.lnin1poni-lnt ,vork can take on added 
significance by being j n a cnn cction is provid cd by the 2cq u.i siti on of Sonnen f c]s' 
Gr1tndsirtz.e der Polh:.ei~llrt11dluJ1g und Finanz (Ti.ibingen, 1820) 1 revjsed and 
truncated by F. X~ von i\1oslra11un for use in universities. By itsclft this: book 
only enab1cs one to determ1ne ,vhat Can1ernlist ideas ,vere considered sufficiently 
vi::1ble to be taught to students. On our shelves, von J\1:oshanun's abridgement 
becomes n1orc useful~ because jr can be compared ,vjrh eirlier editions of Son-
nenfels~ complete '\t-'ork to dctcrininc \\!'"hat exactly \,ias ontlttcd and ,,áhcthcr 
the nlcaning 1\áas changed. But there 1~ n1ore. \Ve al~o have von l\,fo5han1m's 
truncated edi ci on of 17 87 so it is poss i Llc for the sc li o far to cotn pare the Can1cra-
li st ideas co nsi dercd i 111por tan t for students before the French Revolution and 
after the i\1apoleonic cm. \.Vhcn ,vc acquire the edition of 1 So 1, the scholar 
,.,iH be :able to har.re aU these books before hin1 in .five minutes. 

' 1As: noted abovc1 ,ve often buy several editions of the san1e ,vork~ !\ione """as 
more j m po rtant for the l..i bra ry this p:3.st y car th An th c sccon d cd i tion of Gio-
vanni Fahbroni¥s Gli ozj del!.1 'l'illeggi1tura o discussione llbera di alcuui nrgo-
nJenti popolari ( r~oo) i it i:s added tr, Fabbroni~s o,vr1, c.xtcnsi\,cly annotated 
copy of the first cJition and of nrn.ny of his other l~/or11s. It ,vi11 111ake easier the 
task of t 11 c editor of the definitive e di tlon of F ah bron1. 

urn the first of the nineteenth century in France il con5idcr;-ihle hattle raged 
bch,rccn the sugar beet refiners :and the gro,vers and importers of sugar cane. 
The rate of the tariff on sugar, or its absence, affected 1n:any special interests. 
This past year áwác purchased hventy-eight items on the controversy. Perhaps 
only a fe\v of these ,vorks ,vou1d have been ncccs~rr to pro\ 1idc users ,vith 
the inforn1ation; a collection enables the scholar to understand the 
economic 3nd political atn1osphcre and~ in cffcct 1 to put himself in the position 
of F rcn ch policy makers. 1 

"'Vithout such additions the books already here tell only part of their story. 
The potenti..11 for a vastly more useful collection is at hand. Our general goal 
( a reason ab 1 e on c for a Harvard Libranr t and one ,ve have reached in sorn c 
cas-esi. although ,vc prob.ably never ,vi11 in others) is that here one should he 
ab I e to study the printed sources of a country~ s economic hi.~tory more readily 
than in any single library in that country. Another ,-.::-ayá of looking :at our 
go.al i.c; th,t '\VO need to dcvc1op co1nprchcnsivc collections, crossing all national 
boundaries~ on banking, o.r salt, or the iron industry, to choose a £evil examples. 
Just s uc11 a library 111 a k es possible la nd111a rk ,vor k. J) 
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CONTRIBUTORS TO TliIS ISSUE 
)A1\'iES ELL1S is Associate Professor of English at l\1ount Holyoke Co]Icgc. 'The 
Harl,.ard University Press ,vill soon publish his edition of The Rab R('l/adsj by 
W. Sr Gilbert+ 

DoNALD FANGER is Professor of Slavic and Comparative Literature at Har\'ard, 
and a l\áiember uf the Board of Syndics of the Harvard University Press, ,vhich 
published his study of Dostoevsky and Ro1nm1tic Re((Jir111 in 1965 .. 

HA ~NA u D.. FRE.i"'iCI c is Res car ch Librarian in Charge of Special Collections in 
the Wellesley College Library. IáIer earlier ,vorks on binding include uEarly 
American Ilookbinding by Hand,'1 one of the three ~says making up Book-
bh1ding in An1ericll, edited by I-:Iel1mut Lehn1ann-Ha.upt ( 1941) 

J osEPIJ KA u is Assistant Professor of English at the University of Ha,vaii. 

CLIFFORD K. Sn1Pro~ retired in J 9 69 ns Gusto d1 an of the Harvard University 
A.re hives. His p u bl is hed bo olrn and arri cles incl ud c three con rrib utions to 
car]icr volumes of the BuLLETrN; he continues to edit the microform reproduc-
tion of tides in Evans (Early Anierican ln1prints 1 1639--1800) and to ,vritc the 
Jives of 1-I arvard G-radunt es, in the series ,v hich is still knO'-VO as u51 bl ey' s/' hut 
,vhich, since volun1e IV ( 193 3) has-in fact been Shipton1s. 

EuGF..NF. , V. Wu is Librarian of the Hurvar d-Y enc bing Library and the author 
of Leaders of Twe11ti et b-C eutury C bin a; An A nnotd t ed B ibl io grap by of Se-
J ected C/jinese Biograpbical Works in the Iioo-ver Library 1 ,vhich ,vas published 
by the Stanford University Press in 1956. He is e.]so co-author (,vith Peter 
Burton) of Co nte111poraáry C bhw: A Re sen re h Guide { l 967) 4 
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