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Newton's Library: 
Identifying the Books 

Jol:m Harrison 

T HE WREN LIBRARY at Trinity College, Cambridge, now 
houses 857 volumes from Isaac Newton's library of just over 
2,100 books. It may be considered appropriate that they 
should be there for he came to the College as an undergrad-

uate in 1661 and stayed there until 1 696 (being a resident Fell ow from 
1 667), and his name has always been associated with that institution. 1 

Nevertheless it has to be said that Newton himself did nothing what-
ever to bring about this happy outcome, for he left no direction of any 
kind about what should happen to his books at his death. In fact this 
careful, exacting man, conscious of posterity as perhaps might be ex-
pected of one who was celebrated as near divine in his own lifetime, 
left no will behind him. This was certainly not through ignorance, 
for he had been executor to his mother's will 2 and was also from time 
to time engaged in drafting various official documents for his mother's 
family, and was clearly familiar with all the legalities. As he lived to 
the age of 84 with (so it is reported) his faculties virtually unimpaired, 
it would seem that Newton deliberately refrained from making a will. 
It is owing to the typically far-sighted generosity of the Pilgrim 
Trust that 854 of Trinity's 857 volumes which once belonged to the 
greatest English man of science were presented to the College in 1943 
so that they should rest where they do.3 

1 It would, however, have been more logical if they had been housed in Cam-
bridge University Library to stand with the great majority of Newton's manu-
scripts which are preserved there. 

2 See C. W. Foster, "Sir Isaac Newton's Familv," Reports and Papers of the Archi-
tectural [and Archaeological] Societies of the ·county of Lincoln [etc.], XXXIX 
( 1928-1929 ), 1-62, and particularly 50-53. 

• [Cambridge University. Trinity College. Library], Library of Sir Isaac Newton; 
Presentation by the Pilgrim Trust to Trinity College, Cambridge, 30 October 1943 
... [with an Appendix: "Newton's Library and its Discovery," by H. Zeitlinger] 
(Cambridge, 1944). The presentation total amounted to 859 volumes, but five of 
these had Newton associations through their later owners only, and had not in fact 
belonged to him. 
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The Trinity collection amounts to less than half of the library of 
Sir Isaac Newton and many institutions and several private owners 
must have on their shelves volumes which he once possessed. It is the 
object of this article to help to discover the whereabouts of the remain-
ing 1,200 odd volumes which were present on his shelves at his 
death, and are now scattered round the world, and to offer some point-
ers toward the authentication of such books. A catalogue of Newton's 
library is in preparation and it will be prefaced by an essay on Newton's 
use of his books, an analysis of the composition of his library, and an 
account of its history; it will also give the present location of the books, 
along with other relevant details. 

Newton's name is associated mainly with mathematics and with 
science, perhaps with somewhat unorthodox theology as well. Yet a 
preliminary breakdown by subject of the titles comprising his library 
shows that in fact non-scientific works amounted to 69 % of the total, 
with theology forming 2 7½%, classical literature Si%, history and 
chronology 8l%, geography and travel 4½%, with the remainder in-
cluding books on philosophy, law, economics, and English literature, 
as well as several dictionaries and grammars. On mathematics and 
astronomy there were SJ%, medicine and anatomy 3¼%, physics 3 %, 
other scientific subjects, including natural history, zoology, botany, 
and mineralogy, made up si%- Alchemy and chemistry, however, 
together amounted to the surprisingly high figure of 9½% of the li-
brary ( 169 titles in all). Newton owned 24 books by Robert Boyle, 
by far the largest number of any single author represented in his li-
brary. 4 Though this brief analysis serves to indicate Newton's varied 
interests, too much should not be made of the percentages shown. 
There are certain weighting factors of which some account should he 
taken, not least the fact that there were fewer scientific books avail-
able for Newton to acquire than there were in most of the other major 
traditional fields of learning. In his earlier years in Trinity Newton 
may have enjoyed free access to his colleague Isaac Barrow's consider-
able private library up to the latter's death in 1 677. The use he was 
allowed to make of this and of the other large institutional libraries in 
Cambridge at that time might have made it less necessary for Newton 
to build up certain sections of his own library, and may well have in-

• John Locke had 34 works by Boyle in his library. See John Harrison and Peter 
Laslett, The Library of John Locke, md ed. (Oxford, 1971 ), pp. 23-24, 91-93. 
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Reproduced by permission of the Master 
and Fellows of Trinity College, Cambridge 

PLATE I 
Newton's copy of Calvin's lnstitutio Christianae Religionis, 1561, with his signature, 

the Huggins and Musgrave bookplates, and the Musgrave and Barnsley Park shelf-marks 
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PLATE II 
Newton's characteristic "dog-earing" of page 690 of his copy of 

Fabre's Operum voluminibus duobus exhibitorum volumen prius, 1652 



Newton's Library 397 
fluenced the proportions shown above, as well as accounting for the 
absence from his shelves of certain books he might have been expected 
to own. His books on mathematics and physics have the appearance 
and the feel of having been new when he obtained them - Newton 
had to take the trouble to order them individually and probably had 
to wait several months before some arrived from the Continent -
whereas many of those in other categories such as theology and par-
ticularly alchemy were second-hand purchases, bearing the names, the 
notes, and the markings of their earlier ovmers, and may well have been 
acquired in bundles at hook-sales. Newton's library was a set of work-
ing hooks, most of which he came to know well and in some cases use 
extensively: the well-thumbed books are evidence of this - indulging 
the delights of mere collecting was not for him. 

A brief outline of the early history of the library may help to make 
the references below to the Huggins List and the i\fosgrave Catalogue, 
and to their respective bookplates, more readily understood. Shortly 
after Newton's death on 20 i\Iarch 1726/7 (old style) his books were 
bought for f 300 by John Huggins, the Warden of the Fleet Prison, 
and a neighbor of Newton. 5 The list of the books sold to Huggins, 
dated 20 July 1727, is in the British Library.° From John Huggins the 
library passed to his son, the Reverend Charles Huggins, when the 
latter took up residence as Rector of Chinnor in Oxfordshire exactly a 
year after Newton died. \Vhen Charles Huggins died in r 7 50, a bach-
elor and intestate (like Newton), his estate was administered by his 
elder brother, \Villiam, who had earlier inherited the patronage of the 
living at Chinnor. \Villiam presented the living to his future son-in-
lavv, Dr. James i\iusgrave, and sold him the library as it now was -
that is to say, the Newton collection together with any other books 
that Charles Huggins had introduced into it during his 2 2 years at 
Chinnor Rectory - for £400, thus establishing the Musgrave connec-
tion with Ne,vton's library. Shortly after James Musgrave's death in 
r 778 his son became the owner of Barnsley Park in Gloucestershire, and 
the Newton library was transferred to that house. 7 

5 An account of this transaction, given by John Conduitt, Newton's successor as 
Master of the Mint, and husband of Newton's favorite niece, Catherine Barton, is 
contained in King's College, Cambridge, Keynes MS 127A. For further details, see 
Newton, Mathematical Papers, ed. D. T. Whiteside, I ( Cambridge, 1967 ), xvii-xix. 

• British Library Reference Division, MS. Add. 25,424, bought from Mr. W. J. Tait 
of Rugby on 21 October 1863. 

7 For a fuller (though not altogether accurate) account of this early history of 
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Although whenever possible the surviving books themselves provide 
the firmest basis on which to work, the catalogue now being compiled 
is also based largely on the Huggins List and on the Musgrave Cata-
logue. Having been made within six weeks of Newton's death, the Hug-
gins List is evidently the more reliable of the two, there being very little 
time or opportunity for non-Newtonian "intruders" to be added to the 
collection. An inventory of Newton's effects made in late April 17 2 7 
itemizes "362 books in folio, 477 in Quarto, 1057 in Octavo, duodecimo 
and 24 mo. together with above one hundred weight of pamphlets and 
Wast books valued at the sum of £270. o. o." 8 The printed books in 
Newton's library at this time therefore were 1,896 in total, together 
with an unspecified number of pamphlets. The Huggins List shows 
only 969 separate titles comprising r ,442 volumes, though it also in-
cludes the irritatingly unhelpful additional entries: "33 wast Folios," 
"8 1 wast Quartos," "3 Dozen of small chymical books," "1 6 Dozen of 
Wast 8 ° & 12 °,"and "About a hundred&. half of Wast Books & Pam-
phletts." The overall total of volumes therefore amounts to about 1,930 
which does not differ seriously from the inventory count. 

Any book which Newton held, at least during the last years of his 
life, is likely to appear either by individual title ( or is contained in one 
of the blanket entries) in the Huggins List, and to have been first at 
Chinnor and then transferred to Barnsley Park. 9 This assertion is made 
despite the existence of the mysterious "Catalogue of the Library of the 
late Mrs. Anne Newton, containing the Collection of the Great Sir 
Isaac Newton . . . Sold by Auction, by Leigh and Sotheby . . . 
March 22, 1813, and five following days." Twelve items, including 
Lot 372, Euclidis Elementa, 1659, and Lot 407, Des-Cartes, Opera 
philosophica, 1 664, are there described as bearing the "autograph of 
Sir Isaac Newton," yet though they may appear important and authen-
tic none of these have apparently survived, so that identification of the 
handwriting they bear on them has not been possible. Though the exact 

the books, see R. de Villamil, Newton: The Man (London, [1931]), especially pp. 
3-6. 

8 The inventory, now in the Public Record Office, London (Inventory [Sir I. 
Newton] PROB, 3/26/66), is transcribed and reproduced in full by de Villamil, 
op. cit., pp. 50-61. 

• Six volumes, described at the end of the Huggins List as "Books that has Notes 
of Sir Is. Newton's", were withdrawn from the sale before the transaction was com-
pleted and went to John Conduitt (and so not to Chinnor). Conduitt also acquired 
all Newton's manuscripts. 
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status of this catalogue has not been finally established, there are very 
strong indications that the books may have belonged to Sir John New-
ton (c. 1651-1734) rather than to his reputed kinsman Sir lsaac.10 

Except for having his personal bookplate pasted in the books of the 
library his father had bought for him, Charles Huggins seems to have 
left no other signs of an active custodianship of them and (as far as we 
know) he had no catalogue made. (Ir may, however, possibly be argued 
that it was not entirely without some trace of virtue to leave the con-
tents of a library largely undisturbed over a period of a score of years 
following the upheaval of their transportation from Newton's house 
in London to the Oxfordshire countryside.) In contrast, his successor 
at Chinnor attached proud importance to the Newton library in his 
Rectory and proceeded to record his new possessions in a systematic 
way by giving the books shelf-marks and by having a catalogue of them 
made. The Musgrave Catalogue 11 is a leather-bound folio volume, 
lettered "Catalogue of the Library of Dr James Musgrave, Rector of 
Chinnor, Oxon." in gold on the front and back. Its text is clearly 
written in what appears to be the hand of a single professional scribe 
and was completed in 1767 (or soon after), since the latest year of 
publication of the books recorded is 1766. A transcription of this 
Catalogue, together with a collation of it with the Huggins List, was 
published by R. de Villamil in 193 1. 12 Though his printed version has 
been of undoubted (if limited) value to a variety of users, de Villamil 
there introduced several mistakes and mis-copyings of his own over and 
above those already present in the original document. The chief short-
coming of de Villamil's version for the modern bibliographer is, how-
ever, his omission of the shelf-marks present in the manuscript cata-
logue which provide, as will be seen below, a most reliable means of de-
termining the provenance of books from l\fusgrave's library and so 
possibly from Newton's own shelves. Nevertheless students of Newton 
(as well as Trinity College) owe a very large debt of gratitude to de 
Villamil, whose persistence and ingenuity led him to locate at Barnsley 

10 "The late Mrs. Anne Newton" was almost certainly the Anne Newton (nee 
Bagshawe) who died in June 181 1, the widow of Michael Newton, himself a de-
scendant of Sir John Newton. See Miscellanea Genealogica et Heraldica, n. s., I 
( 1874), 16<,--171. Sir John Newton made an affidavit in support of the pedigree sub-
mitted by Sir Isaac Newton to the College of Arms in 1 705 and his signature on cer-
tain books has been confused with and mistaken for that of Sir Isaac. 

11 Trinity College, Cambridge, NQ. 17.36. 
12 de Villamil, op. cit. (note 7 above), pp. 62-114. 
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Park in 1927 the very substantial and important moiety of Newton's 
library-virtually all the 854 volumes which went to Trinity in 1943 
- together with the Musgrave Catalogue. 

Evidence of a book having belonged to Newton's library is, of 
course, his signature and internal annotations by him in it, the inscrip-
tions by people who gave him books, Huggins and Musgrave book-
plates (Newton did not have one of his own), shelf-marks, and the 
special and characteristic way he had of "dog-earing" the pages. 
Location of the work in the Huggins and Musgrave lists will provide 
any further confirmation that may be required. 

In order to see how unlike some of his contemporary book owners 
Newton was, it is interesting to compare Newton's library methods 
with those of John Locke. 13 Whereas Locke would almost invariably 
write his name in the same place on the front paste-down, Newton 
seems not to have bothered systematically with any similar inscription 
nor, indeed, to carry out any standard practice or routine in adding 
items to his collection. Of the 8 57 Trinity volumes only 3 2 bear his 
signature and in another nine Newton noted the price he paid for 
the book without adding his name. Most young people are eager to 
demonstrate their ownership of a book by writing their name inside 
the front cover at the earliest opportunity, and many of these inscrip-
tions tend to be fuller and more pompous than those used later in life. 
So it was with Newton. Almost all the autographed books were signed 
when he was a young man at Cambridge, a young man, it would appear, 
with an eye for a second-hand bargain and, when satisfied that he had 
found one, quick to note the price. The year most frequently occur-
ring in these inscriptions is 1661 (nine times), though there are two 
earlier candidates for the claim to bear the first known Newton signa-
ture on a printed book. His copy of Sabinus: P. Ovidii Metamorphosis 
... Francofurdi, 1593, now in the Newton Collection at Babson 
College, Massachusetts, carries the legend "lsaaci N ewtoni lib er Oc-
tobris 15 1659, prretium 0-1-6," while his 1560 Pindar, now in King's 
College, Cambridge, has on the verso of the title page "Isaacus Newton 
hunc librum possidet. Pret. 8d. 1659." Whether the Pindar inscription 
preceded the Ovid one in time can only be conjecture; both certainly 
came from the pen of a sixteen-year-old proud of the ownership of 
his books. But Newton very soon tired of his early habit and later in 

18 See Harrison and Laslett, op. cit. (note 4 above), pp. 30-38. 
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life, particularly after he left Cambridge in 1696, he seems never to have 
bothered to add his name to the books he bought, still less to indicate 
what he paid for them. It might have been expected that a man who 
became so renowned a figure in the scientific world after 1 687 would 
have received many books as gifts from colleagues or admirers, but 
only thirteen in Trinity bear any sort of presentation inscription. 
Newton may of course have received many which were not inscribed, 
and there is the possibility that Newton just disposed of those of no 
interest to him, which is, in a sense, an advantage to the scholar, for 
it may imply that he retained only those items which can be legitimately 
connected with his intellectual development. 

Compared with the considerable amount of crucially important auto-
graph manuscripts which still survives, the number of the notes which 
Newton made in his books is small. There are fifty volumes in the 
Trinity Collection with his annotations and they comprise brief, some-
times single-word corrections and alterations, references to other books, 
as well as lengthy and important notes and revisions (particularly in 
copies of works that he himself had written), several of which have 
already been described and discussed in print. 14 It may reasonably be 
anticipated that a similar proportion of the remainder of his library will 
be found to contain notes made by Newton. 

The great majority of Newton's books carry bookplates (Plate I), 
but their absence from the small minority does not in itself rule out the 
possibility that a particular volume once belonged to Newton. It may 
have been separated from his library before his death, and a number of 
the books now located have clearly lost their original front boards and 
with them their bookplates. Others may just have had their bookplates 
removed. Charles Huggins' bookplate, measuring 86 X 8 5 millimetres, 
bears the Huggins coat of arms (granted to John Huggins in 1725) 
and the legend "Revd. Carol•. Huggins, Rector Chinner in Com. Oxon." 
and was pasted ( we presume) into all his books. The next owner 
of the library, James Musgrave, also inserted his personal plate in every 
volume on his shelves. This consists of a combination of the Huggins 
and Musgrave coats of arms, together with the motto "Philosophemur," 

"For example, by Dr. D. T. Whiteside in his edition of Newton, Mathematical 
Papers, I (Cambridge, 1967), 1g-24; by Professor I. Bernard Cohen in his Introduc-
tion to Newton's 'Principia' (Cambridge, 1971), pp. 25-26 and plates 1-3 and 13; and 
in Newton, Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Matbematica, Tbe Third Edition (1726) 
... , ed. by A. Koyre and I. B. Cohen, 2 vols. (Cambridge, 1972). 
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and carries the name of its engraver, "B. Green" (probably Benjamin 
Green, 1736- 1 800). Some of the books which appear at first glance 
to bear only Musgrave's label will be found on closer examination to 
have this plate ( 103 X 93 millimetres) on occasion pasted over the 
slightly smaller Huggins one, but less frequently so than has sometimes 
hitherto been supposed. There are some volumes with the Musgrave 
bookplate only, but these are usually either Newton items - especially 
pamphlets - which Musgrave caused to be bound up together some 
five or more to a volume, or "alien" works which Musgrave himself 
added to his library. Even the presence of the Huggins label does not 
of itself provide a watertight guarantee that the volume in which it 
appears was ever owned by Newton, for the books which once be-
longed to the latter and the small number known to have been intro-
duced into the library by Huggins were identically labelled. 

When the Musgrave Catalogue was compiled the shelf-marks written 
in the books were added to the individual entries for the works in that 
document. This was the first time Newton's books had received any 
kind of shelf-marking. Occasionally, modern booksellers' catalogues 
have mistakenly described books as being with "Newton's own press-
mark" when speaking of Musgrave's shelving-code. None of the 
volumes from Newton's library examined so far carries any marking 
of this nature either in his own hand or in that of anyone else acting on 
his behalf. If Newton was not, apparently, sufficiently concerned to 
have a catalogue made (if he did, it has vanished) it is unlikely that he 
would have required the books to be shelf-marked. A two-page manu-
script headed "Lib. Chem," 15 a listing by Newton of 119 chemical and 
alchemical books (made about 1697) survives, and this does have what 
seems to be a shelf-marking sequence, but no trace of corresponding 
markings is to be found on any of the sixty volumes from the list so 
far inspected. 

The system of numbering introduced by Musgrave is straightfor-
ward, unambiguous, and of great help in determining if a book came 
from his (and so, probably from Newton's) library. The shelf-marks, 
written in ink, usually at the top left-hand corner of the front paste-
down or first fly-leaf of the book, consist of a letter (denoting the book-
case, it would appear), followed by a number ( that of the shelf there-
in), then a dash and another number ( that of the book itself) : for 

15 MS 418 in the Newton Collection at Babson College, Massachusetts. 
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instance D1-14 (the Calvin shown in Plate I) would be [Bookcase] D, 
[Shelf] 1, [Book] 14 [on that shelf]. 16 We have reconstituted a shelf-
list based on the marks given in the Musgrave Catalogue, and checked 
this against the surviving books; from this we inf er that the volumes on 
each shelf of the library were arranged uniformly by size. The letters 
used (denoting bookcases) go from A to J, the shelf numbers of the 
cases range from 1-6 to 1-1 1 ( doubtless because of the differing heights 
of the books they carried), and the individual running numbers go at 
one extreme 1-11 (these are very large tomes) and at the other 1-56 
(for small books) .17 The first shelf-mark is A1-1 and the last J9-31. 

The modern value of this coding as an identifier of stray books from 
Newton's library is well illustrated by Cambridge University Library's 
copy of Norwood's Epitomie: or The Application of the Doctrine of 
Triangles . . . London, 1645, a very rare navigational book of con-
siderable mathematical interest presented by F. P. White to the Library 
a few years ago. Though now without Huggins or Musgrave book-
plate (s) it has the shelf-mark G9-1 2 on its front paste-down, exactly in 
Musgrave's manner, and is so listed in his Catalogue. It was our noticing 
this mark which led us to examine this book in detail and locate a small 
correction of a misprint in a Newtonian hand. There can therefore be 
no doubt that this is indeed Newton's copy. It is extremely likely that 
Newton's sets of the journals Philosophical Transactions of the Royal 
Society, Journal des Sfavans and Acta Eruditorum, are at present 
housed in some library or institution. 18 They may well contain signifi-
cant notes made by their original owner and it is possible that their 
provenance may not have been established by their present custodians. 

1• The Musgrave shelf-mark illustrated in Plate I shows, untypically, a full point 
after the letter D. The usual practice, both in the books and in the Catalogue, was 
for the initial capital letter to be followed immediately by the shelf number: thus 
D1, E5, Hz, etc. (The number 459 on Plate I was added in connection with the 1943 
Presentation, and the other press-mark shown, NQ. 16.188, is that of Trinity College 
Library, added after 1943.) 

17 Newton's set of Journal des Sr;avans seems to be an exceptional case, running 
G5-3 1 to 105. These may have been double-banked or for convenience allowed to 
run on to another shelf. 

1• All three were auctioned off at Thame, Oxfordshire, in January 1920 by Hamp-
ton & Sons of London. The sale catalogue, entitled Thame Park, Thame, Oxon.: The 
Greater Portion of the Contents of the Mansion: Early 19th Century English Furni-
ture ... [and finally] Books, offered the journals as Lots 981, 982, and 984 respec-
tively. (These volumes and many more, possibly nearly 1,100 in all, had been sent 
over from Barnsley Park for inclusion in the sale.) 
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The shelf-marks for these periodicals are shown in the .Musgrave Cata-
logue as D2-1 to 16, G5-31 to 105(?) (see footnote 16), and D2-17 
to 71, respectively, and it is suggested that holders of these journals 
might usefully take a look to see if there are any of these marks present 
in their copies. 

The .Musgrave Catalogue has altogether 1,601 separate entries com-
prising 2,385 volumes; of these, 161 entries (356 volumes) relate to 
works published after Newton's death in March 1726/7. This leaves 
1,440 titles (2,029 volumes) which solely on the basis of their publica-
tion date might formerly have been the property of Newton. Between 
the books truly originating from Newton's possession and those which 
were later added to the Huggins-Musgrave collection the Catalogue 
makes no distinction. 

When the Chinnor library was transferred to Barnsley Park in 
Gloucestershire in ( or soon after) 177 8, the re-housing of the books 
there was evidently such as to require a change in their shelf-marking. 
This new mark, found in nearly all the books examined, was added 
along the lower edge of the Musgrave bookplate and reads, typically, 
"Case B. C. 10 Barnsley" or (as in Plate I) "Case E.E. E. 3 Barnsley" 
and so on. This coding relates to no shelf-list or supplementary cata-
logue known to us, though the entries in the Musgrave Catalogue for 
the books with these added marks have the letter B pencilled in at the 
end of the original Musgrave description, so indicating their transmis-
sion to or presence at Barnsley Park. 

Rather than make page lists for reference purposes at the end of a 
book, Newton preferred to use his own characteristic method of mark-
ing passages that had some special significance or interest for him by 
turning back (up or down) the nearer corner of the page. This was 
no casual act: such "dog-earing" was executed with precision. The 
upper ( or lower) corner was turned down ( or up) so that its tip should 
pinpoint exactly a previously ordained part of the printed text - a 
sentence, phrase, or even a single word. If required, both corners of the 
same page were used (Plate II). Some idea of the frequency of New-
ton's use of this marker may be gained from the fact that, of the 8 57 
volumes in Trinity College, 126 still have some of their pages turned 
back while a further 156 exhibit clear signs of having been subjected 
to the same treatment in the past ( though now returned to their pristine 
state). "Dog-earing" was no uniquely youthful or middle-aged char-
acteristic: he seems to have used the device all his life, and there is con-
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siderable variation in its degree indifferent volumes. Some of the books 
examined have only a single page turned down, but Newton's copy 
of Vossius: De Theologia Gentili ... Amsterdami, 1641, has 111 of 
its 7 3 2 pages turned back, and Bochart: Geographia Sacra ... Fran-
cofurti a. i\1., 1681, has 60 pages similarly treated. The rcf erences so 
pinpointed are to a wide variety of topics: sometimes to place-names, 
to obscure proper names occurring in ancient history and theology, to 
uncommon words and definitions usually in Latin and Greek, and not 
least to appearances of Newton's nam~ in a printed text. 19 Though 
booklovers may deplore this ugly habit - Heinrich Zeitlinger of Soth-
eran's termed it "naughty" - not only would there seem to be much 
useful information to be gained by a detailed analysis of those parts of 
his books which Newton left marked for posterity, but we are also 
furnished with an additional aid to the identification of his books. 

To summarize, then, many of the surviving books from Newton's 
library can of course be independently authenticated as having been 
his by any of the usual signs of his ownership: his autograph signature 
or other contemporary inscriptions, notes in his hand, and his character-
istic "dog-earing." In the case of existing volumes which lack such 
signs or of those whose present location is unknown, their registration 
in the Huggins List may fairly safely be taken as proof that they too 
were in Newton's library. A recording in the Musgrave Catalogue 
only is good, but somewhat less dependable, evidence of this, as this 
Catalogue may well contain an estimated one hundred or so pre-17 2 7 
volumes added to the collection by the two Rectors of Chinnor. The 
presence of the Huggins and Musgrave bookplates in surviving vol-
umes also provides a strong indication that the works in which they 
appear may have once stood on Newton's shelves. 

The Catalogue of Sir Isaac Newton's Library is being compiled by 
the present writer. The locations of a small number of Newton's books 
are known elsewhere in the United Kingdom and in the United States; 
only two are known to be on the continent of Europe. ,l\fany curators 
and owners of books which once belonged to K ewton have very gen-
erously supplied details of their holdings and have answered many en-
quiries patiently and helpfully, but more information is urgently sought. 
It should be made clear to owners of Newton books in private hands 

10 In Mariotte's CEuvres, I (Leide, 1717), 226, and in Wallis' Opera Mathematica, 
II (Oxonia:, 1693 ), 391. 
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that, whenever requested, confidentiality will be observed and no de-
tails of names or locations will be published without the permission of 
the owners concerned. It is hoped that they will kindly provide in-
formation on these books by writing to me at The University Library, 
West Road, Cambridge, England. 
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