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Aubrey Beardsley as Schoolboy Artist: 
Drawings for "The Pay of the Pied Piper" 

Eleanor A1. Gar-I;ey 

UBREY BEARDSLEY's prccocit} 7 ,vas first demonstrated to the 
public in 1893, vthen John Dent published Le }Jorie lJartbur 
,vith jllustrations by the t,vcnty-one year old arcist4 This, 
ho,vever, ,vas not his first appearance in print, for, like rnan)• 

another facile young draughts1nan, his dra\vings ,vcrc published in his 
schoo I 1nagazi ne - the Brighton Gran11nar School's Pust and Pre sent. 
l\1ost of them are the caricatures of a clever you th, but one set displays 
a sureness of line and con1position ren1arkablc in a schoolbo)r· 

This exan1plc of his youthful skill n1ay he studied in ten dra,vings for 
The I'ay of tbe Pied Piper, a. gift from l\1rs+ Joseph 1\1. Frdinburg to the 
DepartI11ent of Printing and Graphic Arts of the Harvard College 
Library .. 1 B ca rd s lc)r tnad c eleven d ra ,vi n gs to illustrate a play of this 
ti tie included in th c nru1lu1l cntcrta.inn1 cnt of the: Brighton Grumn111.r 
School, held in the Dorne .of the Royal Pavilion on 19 Deccn1bcr 1888. 
1~hC)T ,verc reproduced by-line b]ock in the progran1 and -also in the 
Febru3ry 1889 issue of I 1ast and l 1reseut/· A cop}7 of the latter ,vas 
sho,vn in the 1966 Beardsle)r exhibition at the \lictoria and Albert 
A1nscum,3 but the dra\vings · have not ·been reccntlyr exhibited nor 
.prev iousl )r pub] is hcd. 4 

1 Acc. no. 7 -i. M-J 9. The d nnvin gs '1CC ~an all, ranging in size f ron1 3 o x 1 1 o mm. to 
162 X Ill mm . 

.I! Brfan Reade, Aubrey Be-ardsley (~c-w· Yorki 1967 )., p. 31 l1 no. lo (illus.). 
s London~ ''ictorfa. 3nd Albert i\1useum, AubreJ· Beardsley Exl)ibition~ Catalogue 

by Brfon Reade and Frank Dickinson (1966), no. 110. 

'Although the Pied Piper drc1\\·ings arc often referred to, reproductions have al-
ways been nrndc f ro1n the l in[! bloc ki;;+ A full set of the elev E:n re productions 
appears in The Uncollected l V orks of Aubrey n ej1 rd sl ey, Intro. by C. Le\vj s Hind 
(London, 192 5)., pl. 90-- 1 oo. A. E. Galli tin 1 istcd but did not iH rn:tra to the eleven 
subjects j n Aubrey B etJrd s le y Cata! o gu e of Drawing; mul Bi bli o grapl; y (New· York~ 
J 945 ) no. ) :z 5-1 5. They s.re described but not ii I usuo. te d in A. W. King~ A 72 Au btt y 
Beards 1 e y Lecture, Intro~ and Notes by R. A. 1i\l alker (London, 19:i 4) • p. z8. Charles 
B~ Cochran published tvro of them in ''Aubrey Dea.rds.Jey at School/~ Tbe Poster, I 
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Beardsley entered the Brighton Gran1mar School in 1 88 5 and re-
mained there until Jul3r r 888, lea,Ting the month before his sixteenth 
birthday and returning to act in the Decen1bcr pcrforn1ance as an Old 
Boy~ t. This distinction is not 111adc in the progran1, indicating that he 
1nade the dra\vings ,vhile still at school, aged fifteen. His nan1e ap-
pears four titnes in the program: t\,rice as actor1 in t,vo separate roles, 
and t\ vi cc as d csigner. 011 the first page, 1 ist e d YV it h the au th ors nnd 
con1posers, \vho ,v-erc his elders, the young artise s name is in equal] )r 
large ty pc: ''The i] 1 ustr-a ti ons are or igi1rn. l c tch i ngs [sic] by· A. \ 7 4 

Bcards]cy., a present boy/' On the verso of this leaf, the ackno,vledg-
m en ts in cl u d c th c sta ten, en t thu t ~' Tl 1 e illus cra rj ons arc the per f cc ti y 
original designs and dra,vings of boy no"r in the School! A~ , 1• 

Ilcnrds]ey 4 Our regret is, that Jacking experience in the preparation of 
Dr,nvings for the photo-engraver, the reproductions should fall so far 
short of the original sketches.'! The line blocks (not etchings, but 
photo-engraYings), arc sti11 at the Brighton Gr:-11nn1ar School and ,verc 
Jent to the \Tictoria and Albert cxhibition.t The printer is identified in 
the program as Tucknotes Stc~un Printing '''orkst l(cnsington Gar-
dens. 

""fhe pron1incnce ,vith ,vhich Tieardslcy"s 1u11nc is featured indicates 
the cstccn1 in ,v·hich he ,vas held. That he ,vas not one of the recipients 
of t11c honor "Distinguished in Dra,vingi' listed on page 16 of the pro-
gran1 n1a)r be o,vjng to the fact that he had already left school '''hile 
there, he h::1.d been especially-encouraged b)r Arthur ,~Tilliam King'! 
Science I\1aster and Senior House ?\13stcr., \Vho described their f ricnd-
shi p in an illustrated lecture delivered at the Black bur11 Technical 
Institute and publisl1ed posthumously in 1924.7 ICing \Vas also the 
author of the prologue for the annual entertainment of 1 8 8 8.. These 
public performances \YCrc held at the D01ne., the extravagant Indian~ 
stJ7lc stables built by the Prince of '~'ales in 1808 and later converted 
to a pcrf orming hall. 

The young Beardsley-,vas experjenced in an1ateur theatricals, and 

(Aug.-Sept. J R98), 102-Jo5 1 aud Brian Reade illurtrated t\Vo in hls Aubrey Benrdsley, 
p. 3 x It no. 1 o . 

.r; Hcardsfoy's ~ppc~,;ance in school thcatrict=i.ls, including this one, is dcsc.dbcd jn 
Srnnley Y~leintraub, Be~ds!ey, a Rlograpby (Ne\\~ York, 1967), ch. I. A. V?, King 
al so <lcscrib cs th is oc ca ston (King,. An Aubrey B eaTd sl e y Ler.ture p. 2 8) . 

ti ,,.ictoria and A]uert" Cat., 110, I JO. 

-'· King., An Au h rey B e,1rd sl ey Lecture. 
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FIGURE I 

F ,',Tl{A ['.;'CE OF co u }r; CI Ll.OR s1 HE,~ DEP 11 y ]i F.Anl ,E 
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SO~G- (Bilrgow1~rtr.) 
\VnA.T ~JI}..'J..,l, ,YE no ·wrTH Ol"H l{ATS f 

1. 
You n11 of you know thnt n i-erriblG clond 
H n~ fiP.Ulel on II a1nclin town~ 
In the sl1npP. of a ravenous honfo of r::1.t~ 
Fro1n the b1ncl.-~M, o-f hlnck to brown. 

,v ith rats on t-lte tn 111 
And rat~ 011 t.hc cl I ni Tt.j 
And ra.ts in the stnhlc5: 1 

And rats on the stairs, 
Oh w11a t-sll all we do with on r rnt.s ? ,v itl l rn ts) etc-. 

2T 
N o-w tl to thong hf, has l il. tely occurred to 1n r.-t 
Can wo man o.g~~ to rtl a 1-.:e s.om u sc 
0 f the ncti \Tc 1 i f.tl e f oH ,•1titl I ti Le sh iniu g l i tt-le tf! ~t 11 
1Vhicli ,vc vfaH with fiU(;Jt ~tbuf:P-. 

,v1th Tats in the u~liry, 
And rats in the mill~ 
A11d rats in th c 11 i i·~v 1 

A11d rf\t.s in t.hc till:t 
Oh ,rhnt 6 lln 11 we do with our nt l,~ ? 

3. 
If we ,v~re town bcsicgt.'d yon knowi ,vc sli011lcl gobble t.hcm up ju pies., 
No doubt they t d b o good ns rat• tnil sou P~ 
Dut llles.'-; you ] 110b ody tries~ 

Ji' JGURl,; i 

'THE PRlr{TrD PROGRAl\·l, PAGB [ 24] 
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J~ATS FEEDIN'G UPO:,.l' A CIIEESC 
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FIGUH~ 4 
CHILD ESC.APJKG FRO!\:r THE RA Th 
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FIGURF. 7 
J~A'TS CAll.RYl~G OFF TJ lE DEADL·es Jl,,1 ACE 
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F1aun.r. 8 
i\U~l~'CI :\.'G OI' REr\llLE A:KD TUE PIPER 
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Tlw ,,:ondcrf1il musLc with shoLLting ancl lunghter. 

F1GUJ{I-; 9 
11.1.usJHATION BY KATr. G1u~i-:K A \\'AY FOR nrto"TNnuls 

1~be I'ied Piper of H(nuelin ( rS88) 
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' {}JPF:H EK I TiCES TH E CHlLDRE~ 
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hjs friend and schoohnate Chgrles B. Cochran, the theatrical jn1pre-
sario., credited Bcsrdsle)r ,vith shaping his o,vn career: ''Beardsley dis-
pelled all n))• doubts as to ,vhat n1y future career should be. 1-Ie not 
only· revived n1y,. interest in acting, but filled n1c ,vith the desire to read 
all the great and n1-any· unirnportant plays .... ,ve did a lot of ama-
teur acting together nt school, perforn1ing all sorts of plays during the 
year. ,~/ e also ga"{e one big public pcrf orn1a.ncc annua1ly in the Don1et 
Brighton. Beardsley thus had a great inflnence in my Jifc.n 8 In rem .... 
in.i scin g about his school d -a. ys, Cochran recs 11 c d Be-ardsl ey Is Ii tcrar y 
sophistication ~nd his n1usical and theatrical gifts, "\vhich dre,v the nvo 
boys together. They ,vent to the theatre ,vhcncver possible, organiz-
ing raffles to raise n1oney-for tickets and inventing excuses to ger a,vay 
on 111:itinec days. King encouraged then1 in ,veekly--perfor1nances at 
school, in ,vhich Beardsley shone as a character actor and demonstrated 
his or i ginali 't)7 in the fa c i a 1 111 ak c-u ps l 1 c applied ,vi th ,va terco l or and 
hrush.fJ 

Beardsley's theatric:tl skills enabled hi1n to pla.y nvo diverse roles 
in the 1888 c11terrainmcnt. He appeared as a to,vn councillor in Tbe 
l1ay of the Pied Piper and 8.S ivlcrcury in l{ing,s prologue, a tribute to 
the sturd)T virtues of the British Empire. In this part the young :actor 
had to declain1 that ""Britannia, if united \vould be blcst/ By son1ething 
,vorth fighting for,~ the rest/ '''ould be indeed secure, and safe as 
fate,/ For such a people must predominate'' (p. 14)~ Although Beard-
sley ,vrote to l(ing the follo,ving n1onth fro1n London that '(Your pro-
logue ,vas much adn1ired here.,'' Jo the boys in the audience n1ust have 
restlessly a,vaitcd the conclusion of the prologue and prize-giving and 
the beginning of ((The Pay of the Pjcd Piper,,, a comic opera in the 
G·il b ert and Sullivan n1 an ncr) ,v ith '' choruses of to ,v n co11nci 11 ors~ 
ladies., rats., children.', The author,, Fred Edmonds, ,vas an Old Boy 
of the schoo] and C. T. \Vest, the co1nposcr 1 an (1: old colleague and 
,veil-tried f riend~J (preface). Beardsley played IIcrr Kirsch,vasser, 
one of the counciHorst and Cochran ,vas Herr Seidlitz, another coun-
cillor. Un1ike the traditional tale of the Pied Piper popularized in 
England by Robert Bro,vrung's version, this play has a happy't practical 
ending, for t11e chiidrcn a.re returned by the Piper, ,vho finally re-

;B Clrnrles Il. Cochran, J Had Abnost Forgotten 193 2., 4th ed.), p .. 31. 
iri Coe hr!l.n, 11 At1brc y ll cards] cy at i 

:io Aubrey Beardsley, /..,etters. Ed. IJenry l\1aasi J, L. Doncan, and W. G. Good 
(Fairleigh Dickinson Unjvcrsity~ J 970 )) p. r6. 
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378 Harvard Library B11l/etin 
ceives his payn1ent for ridding the to\vn of rats and cheerfully renders 
a re cci pt for the transaction~ for '" I am a b nsiness man r'' 

Bcardslcy~s eleven dra,vings for the Pied Piper for many years be-
longed to A. "\J\T. King, passing fron1 his estate to a London dealer, nnd 
in 1924 the ten no,v at Harvard ,vcrc in the hands of Gabriel ~Tells, 
the Nc\v York denler_j:1. In 1954 they-,vere so]d from the collection of 
Ogden Goclet .of Paris at the Parke-Bernet Galleries, Ne\v York., and 
purchased by the fan1ily of the donor. 12 The ten dra,vings at Harvard 
are the first nine and the el even th of the seri cs; there j s no prcscn t 
record of the tenth dra,vjng, ''l""hc Piper Is Disn1issed by· the Beadle'' 
(p. 40 of the progr1un). 

The ten dra,vings [Figures 1.,. 3-8, 10-1 z] variously depict the cast 
of characters li:;ted in th c program - "t O"\ Yn counci 11 ois, rats, ch il-
dren": ( 1) Entrance of Councillors, I-leaded by Beadle; ( 2) Rats 
Feeding upon a Cheese; (3) Child Escaping frorn the Rats; (4) The 
Sitting of the Council; (5) Deputation of Ladies; (6) llats Carrying 
off the Beadle's lv[acc; ( 7) 1\1ccling of Beadle and the Piper; (8) Rats 
Follo-\ving the Piper; (9) Citizens Rejoicing at Dcparn1rc of the Rats; 
and ( ro) The Pjper Entices the Children. They· arc dra,vn in ink \Vith 
sparse:, light shading, ,vith a f e\v tr2ce.s of prelitninary pencil. They 
vary in interest and indivjdualityt son1e dense \virh the abundant detail 
custon1ru.) 7 in illustration of the seventies and eighties. There are still 
echoes of Kate Grcena,vay, and it is probable that the y·oung artist had 
seen RoutledgeJs recent 1888 edition of Tbe Pied Piper of Han1eli11 
[Figure 9] ,vith thirry·-five illustrations by Kntc Grccna\vay engraved 
and printed in color by Etlinund Evans. Several of the details of 
cos11.1mc1 architecture, and conipositio n suggest this source. These 
f e1ninine 1 i ttlc d nr\vin gs cn1 p h nsi zc th c pa tho s of the story., \V h erea s 
Beardsley-brought out the hum or. The best of his dra \Vin gs depart 
from convention and are executed ,vith a sharp., incisive line, darkened 
to cn1phasize the foreground £ gures. Th cy are the most m aturc of his 
schoo lb o )7 dra \ vin gs and suggest the 1 i near., simplified sty-le to f o 11 o,v 
in a fe,v years .. · · 

· These illustrations, displnyin g an unevem1css not surprising in a 
youthful band, have often b cen sun1m ar i1 y dis-missed as scribbling and 
classified ,vith Beardslc}T's boyjsh caricatures., ,vhich arc, indeed,. un-

11 King, A Beard r/ ey I-e cture t J n tro. 1 i1. 9. 
1' Psrke-Bernct G:.:i.llcrjes, Inc., Nc\.v York, Cat r 551 ( z 3-.24 N ov·e1nberi 1954), Jot 

l 1 1 ( 1 o dro ,vj ngs laid in a copy of the progn11n) lot 98 ( od gina l progran1) · 
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remarkable. Joseph PenneHt friend and champion of the artist,, com-
n1entcd that ''like a\l gcpiuscs,. Beardsley's early ,-v-ork ,vas not ,vorth 
a cent4~, ii Haldane n1acfall~ adrnirer and biographer~ referred to the 
Pied Piper as Hfeeble pueriliticsn and added that '"the altogether in-
credible fact about nll of Beardsley's early· ,vork is that it ,vas such 
unutterable trash. ti 14 The Pied Piper has been judged by the repro-
ductions in the progran1 and the magazine., ,vhcre the ]ine is rigid and 
coarse [Figure 2 J. The actual dra\vings arc vastly superior, and., as 
· the fir st ten ta ti Ye s tcp s t o,va rd s Beard sl c y 's nu1 ture sty--I c., they a re of 
real interest. llobcrt lloss, friend to BO many men of the nineties, called 
thc1n "~dclightf ul and rac}T little sketches,,, It ,vas he ,vho obscrv·cd, 
"'Several. people have clain1ed to discover Aubrey Beardsley., but I 
think it truer to say that he revealed hi1nself. '' li5 

1.!: J oscph Penna] lj Aubrey B ertr d s I e j-' and o t /:J er Al eu of tbe Nin eti ex (Philg d clphiai 
r924), P· :20. 

u I-Jalda.nc .l\1gcfallt Aubrey Deardsley (Ne,v Yorki I 9:l-7) ! pp. 3 i, 30, 
~.s Rob('.rt Ros.s1 Aubrey Jlem·dsley (London and 1\1e,v York,. 1907 )-:i pp. 13-r 4+ 
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