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Saln1an Schocken a11d the Scl1ocke11 
Verlag: A Jewish Publisher in 
Weimar and Nazi Gern1any 

Stepl:,e11 A1~ Poppel * 

I 

ITLER's t.riun1ph jn 193 3 1narked the beginning of a pro-
gressivei systcn1atic exclusion of jc\vs fron1 Gcr1nan aff nirs. 
Not the least of the problcn1s that this exclusion posed ,vas 
an jndividualt psychological one~ the isolation of GeJ1nan 

Je,vs from the culture nnd life around thctn to \vhich they had deeply· 
attached themselves~ The loss of contact ,vns painful; it ,vas especially 
bevil ild er ing f o.r those Jc, vs YV ho had i 111 a g incd th c1nsel v es to h rr v c 
n1erged completely into the non-Jc1vjsh populace, and ,vho ,vcre no,v 
identified as Jc,,,.ish against their ,vill. 

Ex cl u d cd fro 1n non -J c,Yis h affairs) th c JC\ vs respond cd by affirn1i ng 
their o\"vn culn1rc and identity-. For n1any 1 products of assimilation, 
Judais1n ,vas n strange thing, of ,vhich they no,v ,vanted to kno\v 1nore~ 
Others, ,vho ,vcre still close to Judaisrn, ~•rned -211 the more readily to 
their heritage for support in their nc\v prcdicrrtnent. I7ron1 both these 
groups c:unc the san1c d.crnand the call for Jc\vish books. But hcie, 
as in n1any other arcns~ jelvry's resources ,vere not at first equal to the 
challenge. To be sure, a good n1any Jc,v-ish books had been printed in 
Genn2ny before 193 3. But~ setting nsidc the books that had been pub-
lished for religious useJ 111ost Jc,vish book production in Germany had 
been li1nitcd either in quality, scope, or volume~ In short, there ,vas 
need for a kind of litcn1turc that German Je,vs ,vcrc accustoincd to 
fron1 their general rending! but \Yhich ,vould also be rooted in Judaisn1. 

1-: I ,vish to ~ckno,vledge the help gi\"'Ctl nH~ hy Or. I-1. ]a l(atzensteini J\1rs. IVIfrfam 
Gabbay and other mernLer~ of the staff of tlic Schockcn Libmry, Dr. j\1orjtz Spitzer~ 
the fate i\·1r. L&rnbcrt Sd1ncidrr, 7\-irs. J\1arjon Schneider, :ind by t\1r. "J"hcodorc 
Sch o cl-en., ,vi thou t ,v h osc c n cou l"l ge men t ~n d 3 ssj stance the proj E:ct ,vou] d not h-a vc 
been poss1 b t c .. 

20 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXI, Number 1
(January 1973)

Salu1a12 Scbocke11 and the Scbocken Verlag 2 1 

It ,vas 11cre that the publislling l1ousc founded by Sahnan Schocken 
1nade its entry. In the five y·ears bet,vcen 193 3 and 1938 the Schocken 
\Tcrlag published just under t\vo hundFed titles .. Their uver\vhehning 
popu]arity testified to the success of the V crlag's contribution. 1 

The Schocken \T erlag ,vas the personal creation of Salrnan Schoc-
ken~ a prosperous Gern1a11 Je\vish busincssn1an" active Zionist, and 
bibliophilc.2 Schocken had tnade his forrunc in. a c11ain of departn1ent 
stores that he and a brother had built up f ron1 a sing Jc establislunent 
opened in 1901. Ilis Zionist activity began about a decade later ,vhen 
his reading of 1\ilartin Bubcr,s collection of I-Iasidic tales rea,vakened 
Sch o ckcn 's int crest in Juda isn1. Cri ti cal of the assin1il a ti oni st trcn d in 

'-For measure of the \! erlng's success see tho pnbHshi11g sratistic:s gi vcn in the 
Appcndi~. 

1"here arc t\"vo published ~ccounts of the life and actlvfrics of S~lm:111 Schocken 
( 1877-1959): one by his la\Vyor, Siegfried l\1oses, '[Salman Sdlock-cn- His Econon1~ 
ic and Zionist Activities/" Leo Bile ck ln~th:utc J.,.. Bovk'J \ 1 ( I 960 )! 73-104; ~nd a 
second hy his eldest son, Gershom Schockcn, ~~lch ,vcrdc seinesg1eichen nicht 1nchr 
sehcn/' Der Af 01lat, XX (Nov.. 1968) ! 1 3-30. (An earlier Hebre;,y version of this 
second rtic le \Vas prj n te d in H ,urret-z.i I 8 0 cto her 1 967. ) 

The reader is referred to these =.:tccounts for c1 fuller picture of Schuck-en hin1self 
than j s presen tc d here. 

'The ti tie of the Leo Ba eek Institute Ye a r IJ o o k is henceforth -a b\lre v 1a ted as 
LBIYB .. 

See Gcr5hon1 Schockc:n 1 op. cit., 21. 

In 19 I 4 Schod,en sent Buber a copy of a speech he had given ·with the follo,\ring 
covcrin g letter: 
''Scv~ral years ago l ''-'as greatly rtlovcd by your hool: on Rabbi Na chm-an [Die 
Gescbichte.n des Rabbi ]\Ti1cbnrnn]. Since then I han~ pursued your ·wo1·k ,vith 
admirition, and I have agnin hecon1e -an active Jc,\·.'' (SA 3x2: S. Schockcn to Bubert 
4.2.1914) This nurr1bcr indic;.itcs the file in the Sc hoc ken Archi\Tcs (abbrcv·jatcd SA) 
in the Sc hockcn Library, J crusa lc1n. Dates -J. re given in the form : (date) . ( 1n onth). 
(year). 

1·11c Schockcn Library 1 designed by the Gerinan :architect Erich i\1endclsohnt 
,v-as Luilt hy Schockcn in 1936 to house his extensive personal collcction of books~ 
These reflected his Jntcrcst jn both Jewish and g-cncral topicst ::tn<l included important 
and valual.,le holding in both arc~~. The Library -also housed the Research lnstitutes 
for lVledie, .. al 1-Jchrew Poetry and for J (':Wish l\fysticis:rn. Since l961 the Library hils 
been the home of the Schocken Institute for J e,vish Res~arch, part of the Jel.vish 
Theological Seminary of Americ:i. 

The Archiv~s cont::1in Schockcn's personal papers+ In addition to n1atcrial on the 
Verla gt th ere a re sect• on~ on Schoc kc n's Lu sincss ri. ctivj ties~ hi~ j n vol vcmc nt in Jewish 
and Z1onist flff ~frs! nnd his '-'-'Ork for the I-icbrc,v Univcrsityt as i.vdl as pcrsona]ia. 
The orj ginal records of the Verlag perished in G c rn1;1 n y i -and \vha t is no,v pre ser-ve d 
in Jerusalem Ienlains only hec3usc of Schockcn~s insistence that he be kept fully 
inforrncd of the \icdag's acti ..... ities after ho -h~d emigrated to Palestine, 
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Gern1an Je,vry·, Schocken took his stgnd ,,rith the sti11 sn1all Zionist 
n1ove1ncnr1 and in 1912 organi1,ed a locaI branch of the Ger1nan Zionist 
organization in Z,vickau, ,vhere he ,vas then living.4 

Sc-hocken first can1e to notice on the national level at the 1914 con-
vention of Gcrn1an Zionists, ,vhere he presented a copy· of a special 
edition of I-JerzPs Zionist Congress speeches to c?ch of the delegates.() 
Schocken"s intention ,vas clear; he criticized the Zionists for not learn-
ing the lessons of their o,vn doctrjnc and hoped that putting the text 
into their hands ,vouid help. 
If the Zionist delegates had any cogniz1incc of the history of Genuan Judaism 
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries:i-and any la10,vledge of n1ajor G cn1rnn 
literature, they ,vonld kno,v that thEy can p]ant their feet only lightly in 
C-:ermany+ Printing I-lcrzl's Congress .spe.ec::hes ,vill possibly do more for his 
influence than all the ceren1onious anniversary .speeches, vithich apparently fndc 
a ,vay unheard4 8 

But Schockcn also thought that the texts then available ,vcrc not of 
the quality· that ,vas ,vantcd. He regretted the lack of a major Zionist 
document that ,vould spark the 111ovcn1cnt, and deplored the fact that 
Zionisn1 ,vas initiated and carried on ''.only--by a fc,v pamphlets.'' 7 

Convjnccd that the problen1 of Jc,vish existence ,vas not a political one 
but cultural and .social instead, he discounted the ,vritings of I-Ierzl and 
Nordan, ,vho1n he regarded as superficial journalists.I'. T,vo years after 
the 1914 convention Schockcn ,vas ready to present his o,vn progran1 
for the fu turc of G crn1an Zi on.i sn1. 

In 1916 Schocken ,vas invited by the Zionistische "\1 ereinigung fiir 
Deutschland to address a spcci~1 convention on Je,vish c.:ultural 1vork 
during the ,var.. (Schockcn had been involved in a progran1 to provide 
reading 1natcrial for Jc,vish prisuners-of-,var anll internees in Ger-
many.) To hjs report on current . affairs he added his rccomrnenda-
tions for the future.f) Schockcn proposed a reorganization that ,vould 

SA 5 :ri/1: correspondence for 1911-1912~ 
Theador licr1.l, Se-cbx Kougre:srredeu (Leipzig, 1914). The volun1e ·was prjnted 

by- the. firm of Drugulin in Leipzig, ,vhich did n1uch of the Schockcn V-crlagts prjnr-
ing h1.tcr on. 

0 Quoted by I{ u rt Ill u 1ncn fcl d in Erle btc Jud c-nf rtrge; e in Vi crte lja hr/Jund er t d fut~ 
s cber Zion i !i1Ji'll 1' ( Stuttgart; Deut~che \ 7 er fa gs-Ans rn lti 196:! ) t pp. 9 3---1)4-

Quoted jn ibid.~ p~ 97. 
6 See Gcrshom Schockcni op. cit. (note 2 )t 2 I~ 

S. Schockent uRcfcrat/' :2 5. I 2.19 r6, reported jn ~iBerjcht iibcr den ausserordent-
lichcn Ddcgiertentag dcr Zionistischcn ''ereinrgung fur l)cutschlandt ]iidfrcb~ 
Ru11dscbau1 XXII: 1 (s.r .1917 )~ 2-4. 
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S11lu1nn 1.) cbocl~eu nnd tbe S cbockeu V erlng 
establish t,vo n1nin ,,,orking groups in the 1nov-cn1ent, one dealing ,vith 
Zionist organizational activities and ch e other 1.Yi th Jc, vi sh cul tu r~ l 
aifairsa For t11is second group Schocken outlined a progratn that he 
,vould take up on his o,vn more than a decade later. 

The heart of the pl an ,vas a broad J c,vish c d uca ti ona l 1n o vem en t, 
,vhich ,vou]d be enriched by a reactivated ]e\vish TfTisseuscbnf t -;ind 
propagated through nc,v publishing ventures. As a Zionist prograrn, it 
,vould stress the national aspects of Jndaisn1 and promote tiaining in 
Hcbre,v. Schockcn described it thus: 

"\Ve hav·e to r •• create 8 nc\V ] C\\rish Y:Vis.scnschaf t that "rj]l attempt to re-
constnlct 011 r pa st~ our na rio n hood., our , vl 1olc spiritual outlook, f ron1 the 
vantage of our posjtion and our attitud~. 
The rC<.:Onstruction of our H1 isse11scbaf t -wnl ha ,re to be accompanied uy the 
publication of scholarly ,vorks for :1 ,vidc 9udienc-ca Our effort ,vill be effective 
only j f ,ve can put into the hands of every J e\v js h reader a good presentation 
of our peop]e,s past and of its present persistence .. 4 • ,,,. e sh~H publish books 
for th c use of youth. . 4 4 The committee ,vj l 1 have r~ rticu lar 1 y important 
ta5ks to pcrfonn for the HebrC\\' Janguagc jn the realm of book pub1ishing. 10 

As for the prohlern of Jc\vish pub]ishing jn Germany, it \Vas true that 
a nur11bcr of serious -and ,vorth,vhi]e scholarly publications had been 
produced. But there ,vas a lack of the kh1d of scholrrrship that Schoc-
hcn thought ,vas necessary. Je,vlsh publishing for a ,vidc readership 
,vas ,vanting both in fIUality and in extent. The founding of the Judi-
schcr \T crlag, a Zionist pub1ishing house, in 19oz had done disappoint-
ingly }itLlc to in1prove the sitnation. 11 Schocken,s proposed ren1edy 
,vas a direct one - that the Zionist orggnization establish its o,v11 pub-
lishing venture and be ,villing to provide it ,vith the funds necessary 
for its success. 
A pub1ication society h:ls to be founded "\\rhosc t-Jsk it ,vill he to: undcr,,rritc 
sch ob r1 y ,vor k 1 sti mu 1 ate and pn y for '" o rt lnvh ilc scho 1 R rl y endeavors; cn-
cou rage and subsidjze the pub1ication of scholarly ,vorks; and publish books 
under its o,vn in1 print t 1 rn t 1nj ght ot h erw isc not b c published c om1ncrciaH y 
because of the scanty prospect of :fin ri ncial success .12 

1~ lbid. 1 3. 
ii The A In urn .trc IJ of the J ii d ischer Ver 1 a g i cl u ,lcs a sl 1 ort hi story of tl 1,c firrn 1 

,v itl 1 an. 'cl ccou n t of Zionist pu bl tsh i ng in ·Gennany. ( A lnmn~ cb, l 902-196 4 [Berlin: 
JUt.lischer "\l erlagi l 964] .) Ilrtwc~n J 910 and 1938 the JUdischcr \T er lag puhlis1lcd 74 
titles. (See the i 1\i' erlagsverz.~jc.:huist pp. 15g-167.) Inadequate allocations had been 
one of the Judischcr Vedag'~ mnin handic~ps. 

jz S. Schocken 1 op. cit .. (uote 9 ), ;. 
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The delegates ,vcrc convinced and voted the next day to establish a 
Comn1ittce for J e,vj~h Cu ln1ral ,~l ork (Ausschuss fur jiidischc Kul-
rnr;irbcit) including Hugo Bergmannt Kurt Blumenfeld, l\-1ax Brodt 
1\'1artin Buber, and l\-1oses Calvary~, ,vith Salman Schocken as Chair-
n1an.13 

Fron1 its foundiug ·ar the end of 1916 the Co1n1nittcc survived about 
a. deca<lc.14 In that tirnc it produced a series of eight children's books, 15 

a H ebrc,Y textbook,, a volutne of Enslcrn European J e,vish 1nclodics, 16 

and the text of a Hcbrc,v phrase book that remained unbound and that 
finally appeared in 193 2 under a different in1print~ 11 

The 1-Iebre\v textbook that the Cornn1ittee produced occupied its 
-a. ttcn tion for a ln1ost it~ en tire ten-year ex i sten cc.. N ego ti a ti ons , ver e 
hcgun ,vith one inthor jn the beginning of 19171 and a contract ,vas 
signed a year later.. His death shortly thereafter brought the project 
to a halt until 1919, ,vhcn a ne,v contract ,vas signed ,vith D. J. Born-
stein~ T,vo years later, in 192 1, Bornstein cornpleccd the n1anuscrjpt, 
but it proved to be bulkier than cxpectcdi and the Gcrn1an inflation 
prcscn red i nsu rm ounta b] c finun ci al di ffi cu] tics. At the end of 19 2 4~ djs-
cussions ,vere reopened ,vith Bornstein for a shorter, re,vor ked version 
of the book ,vhich ,vas con1 pleted in 19z 6 and published in 192 7. Hi 

The ,vork of the Con1m ittee ,vns certainly ha nip crcd by post\var 
econo1nic difficultiesr But even allo\ving for that, its achicven1cnts f c]l 
disappointingly short of the progran1 that Schockcn hnd outlined in 
1 916 By na turc irn pa ti en t ,vi th con1111i ttec , vor k,, Schock en fin a 11 y re-

:u T·h c resolution~ passed on 2 6. 1 2. 1 916, is reported in J iid is c b c Rut, d xchau, XXII: 
1 (5., .i 9 r 7 ), 9. Schocken Jnter recal1ed tha.t of .the men1bers1 Buber and C:i.h·:i.ry 
were tlH~ c.sp cc i~ Hy ~cti n~ ones. ( SA 3, 03 : S. Sch o-:: ken to Theodore Scho c::kcn, 
Io. 1 l. I 94 5., P· 1 • ) 

11. The n1a tcrj l in tl l c Sch o ckcn Arch i l-'C re 1 c1 ting to the origins of th c Sc ho eke n 
"\T erb.g hrrs btcn su1nmarizcd in a ty-peS"cript sun 1ey, ~czur Entstehungsgeschtchte t~cs 
Schoclcen \r crhgesH (SA 303). 

Ui These ,·vere drawn from a co111 p cti ti on h c1 d in I 9 1 7. Th c scr j.cs ,v~s cd i ted by 
l\i:oses C:1IvRI)\ -and puulished by the Jiidis,chcr Vcrfag in 1910. 

is Fr1tz i\1ordech3i Kaufmann1 Die scf:,i}nsten Lieder der Ostjudc'J1{ 47 ausgewiih!te 
Volksliede; (Ber1in: J iidischer ,r crlag._ l9io), This ,,·as preceded the year l.lefore by 
a s1n,aH jnuoductory volume., Das jiidiscbe Volkslied, ein klerkblatt C1Schriften dE:s 
Aus.sc husse.s flir j iidi 5che Kukura rbci t._j; Ber Iin: J il di.sch er \r er b g, 191 9), 

1 -=-Ilflruch Krupnik 1 H tbTiiisc/Je 1~/Jrtisr!ologie; dreit(Hisend Reile-u..,endtnigc11, 
dcut.scb-bebraiscb, bebraisdJ-deuHcb (Berlin: Rubin i\·la:s5i, r 931 ) .. 

n David J oscf Bornstejn, Ein.fiibnn1g in daJ H ebriiircb dcr Gcgewwtrrt; A1 ethod-
isc lJ c Te .1-.;t e 1n1 d Er fjj u terun gf'11 ( c I Hrs g. du rch die Zion i stisc he ,,. ereinj gun g fur 
Dcutschland''; Bcr]in: \; crhg der '·Judi£chen Rundschaul~ 1 192-7.) 
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solved to take n1attcrs into his o,vn hands. In nan1c, the Con1mittce 
survived into 192 7, but by that titne Schocken had assumed personal 
responsibility· for its program. After Bornstein's textbook had ap-
peared, Schocken re1narked (in the spring of 192 7) that ~1the subsidies 
that I granted [for the book] ... lay entircl)T outside the finances of 
the Con1n1irteeJ \vhich by then \Vas defunct." rn Bornstcin~s book ,vas 
not the Co1nn1ittee;)s last project, ho,veveL That fingl venture ,vould 
prov-idc the decisive transition to the Schockcn ,r erlag. 

At the beginning of 192.7 plans had been projected for an antho]ogy 
of Jc,vish n1aterial dnnvn fron1 ·German litcraturc. 20 Negotiations ,vere 
opened ,vith Lud,vig Strauss (the son-in-la,v of i\1artin Buber) to edit 
the book, and in Novcn1bcr 192 7 Suauss signed a contract for a n1anu-
.script to he con1plcted by the follo,ving sunimcr. 21 Formally the con-
tract ,Yas concluded ,vith Schocken in his capacity as chairman of the 
Con1n1i ctee. I-I c sti pu] a ted, ho \Ve ver t that '~ j n case this p osi tio n 1 a pscs, 
the rights and obligations that pcrtnin to the Connnittec __ . ,viU dc-
Yolvc to n1e personally." 22 In Janunr)r 192 81 Strauss \vas notified that 
"' 1the contingency provided fur in the contract has occurred, inasmuch 
as l\.1r. Schocken has resigned the c:hair1nanship of the Con1n1ittcc ... 
on 24 Deccn1ber 1927.'n 2s Str~uss's reply., that ,iif I understand cor-
rectly ..... ffi)r employer js 1\1r. Schocken hiinself/' ,vas not contra-
dicted.24 

Tn June 192.8, shortly before Strauss's deadline, Schocken agreed to 
extend the project for another year to include n second volun1c dra,vn 
fron1 Hcbrc,v and 17iddish sources. At this point, Strauss ,vas joined h)T 
Nahum Glatzcrt first -as :1 rransla.tort and then ~s n fuH collaborator in 
the editorship. The 111anuscript for this .second volume ,vas co1nplctcd 
in 1929, and the Lesebuch appeared in r93 1. It c1osed ,vjth this Post-
script: 2.) 

In the ,vintcr of 1926-27 the Committee for Je,vjsh Cultural ,vork decided to 
pub1ish a series of Jc,l-'ish readers. After the Committee had been diS;.(:olved., 

~0 Quoted in ''Entstchungsgcschichtc,i' p. 3~ 
!)J See SA 303: S. Schocken to T. Schocken, ro.r :z. I945~ p. 2.. 

!!1 SA :P J+ The contract is dated 14.11. r9:t7. 
2!! SA 313: S. Schockcn to L. Strauss! t4.11.1927. 
!!;] SA 313: [Dr. i\1aycrr] to L. Straus~, r 3-I~l 918. 
=• S.A 313: L. Strauss to Dr. l\'!~yeri 17,1,1918. 
;.-. Ein jiidfrches Lese.bucb: Sendung und Scbicksal, aus- dem SchrHttum des nach-

h ibUsc hen Ju dcntum s mi tgc tcil t vo n N r-i. h urn N orb err G b tzer 11 nd Lud,vig Str:a uss 
(Berlin: Schockcn Verlag, 1931 ), p. 347. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXI, Number 1
(January 1973)

I-/ arvar d Lib r flr'J ll u 11 e tin 

/\1r. Sah11an Schockcn, its Chairman, continued the proj cct that it had 
1\1e are gfod to be able to oifcr this volun1c as the first publication of the ne\v]y 
found~d Schocken \Tedag~ 

Plans to publish the vo111n1c of selections f ron1 Gern1an literature ,vcrc 
dropped because of t'doubts about its general constrnctjun.n 2u 

The publication of the I ... esebucb provided the background for 
Schock en) s £rs t n1eetin g ,vith J~-ambcrt Schneider, the Sch ockcn \T cr-
lag' s n1anaging editor .. Schneider ,vas the publisher ,vho had initiated 
the Buber-Rosenz,veig trans1ation of the Tiible, one of the central 
projects of the publishing house that he had founded in 1925 .~- The 
crash of 1929 put hin1 jn a financial]y· impossible sin1ation and even -af tc1· 
cutting back his \ 1 erl ag 's pro gra n1 he 1-v as still unab 1 e to 1n us ter the 
funds ncccssar)r to continue ,vork on the Bible translation. }?aced ,vith 
the project's collapse., he ,vas advised by· I~eo Baeck to a1r11 to 
Schocken for help. 

Schneider reports th:1.t Schocken greeted hirn ,vjrh the ,vorrls, ~'I 
have been ,vaiting for you for a Jong timc.n 2~ The account rings true. 
Bct,vecn 1926 un<l 1931 the Schocken department store chain had ex~ 
panded I2pjdly, leaving Schuck.en ]itr]e lei::;ure to pursue his interest in 
puh]ishing. 29 I\1can,vhilc, he had acquired the Leseb11cb n1anuscript 
and needed son1eonc to 2ttend to the practical details of its publicationr 
For his part, Schneidt:r had distjnguished hjrnself <luring four years of 
pub]ishing by the quality and substance of his 1york. And although not 
Je,vish hi1nself~ he ,vas keenly interested in Judaism and Jc,;vish litera-
rure. 

Long ,veekends of conversation ensued during ,vhich it became in-
creasingly clear that Schneider 1vas indeed the n1un for ,v ho1n Schoc-
kcn ,vns looking. Schockcn agreed to take over Schncidcr~s Judaica list, 
-as ,ve 11 as to fi nan cc the continuation of th c Bi blc translation, on the 
condition that Schneider con1e to ,vork for hin1 ns the n1ana.ging editor 
of the Schocken \T er lag. Schneider ,v2s unable to continue on his O\vn, 
and he \Vas fascinated by the prospect of publishing books ,vithout any 
.financial risk. But he ,vas un,villing to abandon the J_ran1bcrt Schneider 
\T erlag con1plctcly· .. In the end an agreement ,vas reached that allo\v·ed 

:-,:i SA 303: S. Schocken to T. Schockcni 10.12, l945, p. 2. 

Schoddcr has gjvcn good account of his o\vn life in Rec!Jc~]rcbnf t,, 1915~196 r; 
.eln Al1J1mu1cb ( Hddcluerg: \Terlag La1nLcrt Scl1ncjder, [1965]). l1~or his associ~t1on 
,vith Saln1:an Sc hoc ken ~nd rbc Sdiod(en \r er1ag, sec especi~lly pp+ 1 R-~s, 3?-51. 

Jbid+i p. 19· 
SA 303: S. Schocken to T. Schockcnt 10.11.1945t p. 2. 
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Schneider to join ,vjth Schocken ,,rhile he continued his o,vn ,vork on 
a reduced scale. 80 

Thus, by one tcUing of it, the Schocken ,.r erlag c:an1e jnro being -
vi« .I-Icrzl's Congress speeches., Schockcn,s 1916 convention address, 
the Committee for Je'"vjsh Cultural \\Tork., and the Lesebucb. Due 
even though the Lesebucb ,vas the first volume to bear the i1n print of 
the Schockcn ,, erlag 1 it ,vas not the project that had been undertaken 
earliest. That place ,vas held by the c_ollectc<l I-Jehre,v ,vorks of S. Y .. 
A gnon. The origins of the set, ,vhich a ppearc<l in 19 3 1., go back to 
I 9] 4• 

-~gnon, a Galician Jc,v, arrived in Berlin late in 191 3 .. 31 l\1utual 
friends in the Zionist 111oven1cnt had reco111n1cnded hi1n to Schocken, 
and the t\YO met in 1914. Schockcn found Agnon :1t ,vork on a volun1e 
of I--3:::1.sidic literature. Convinced of the young ,vritcr 1s in1portancc for 
the development of Hebre,v literature, Schocken began regular con-
tributions to,vard his ·support.~~ In 1916 Schocken confirn1ed his 

in an agree1ncnt that gave Agnon n n1onthly stipend in re-
turn for the publication rights to a n1anuscript to be delivered :1t the end 
of :five years. As tin1e p::issed, the original ilrra.ngcment \\T~1..s progres-
sively broadened and extended. J 3 Schockcn continued his !:;upport and 
Agnon's literar)r output nionntcd. By 19z 5 Schocken's plans for :l. 
collected edition of Agnon1s \York had crystallized, and he ,yrotc to 
Agnon affinning his intention to carry out the project rts soon as pas-

There j_r;;; some conf u.sio n a Lout the d 8. te of these ncgoti ati o ns. Sc 1 n ej d er s-
si gn s the1n to the years 1931 and 193 2 (Rec!Jens-clr1.1f t., p. 2 I). Ilut the v· crfog Archive 
catalogue Ii sts a con tract d ntcd 1 7.9.1929 be t\vccn Li g~ A. G. ( n Sch o cken subsidiary) 
and \Terfag Lan1l.Jcrt Schnelder that provides for monthly p::iyn1ents hy Ljga jn rc-
tnn1 for the rjghts for the lliulc tr,-n~ladon. This docun1ent is n1issing fron1 the Ar-
chive in J erusl1e1ni but there js photocopy 1n the files of the Schockc-n Publishing 
House, Ltd., in 1~cl A,Ti,... uEntstchungsgcsc.:hh:htc~i (p, 3) gives Nu,·crnL~r 1930 ~s 
the date of Schncjdcr's receipt of the Lescbucb nlr-i.nuscdpt urtd the commiss1on to 
prepare it for publication. 

at There is -a short biography of Agnon in Arnold J. Band 1 N O:italgia and Nigbt-
1/!{(Te/ a Study in tbe Fiction of S, Y. Ag non (Berkeley: University of Calif omia 
Press, l968) .. This book in eludes~ full listing uf Agnon~.s "Tork~ ·with publil.'.ation in~ 
fornrn.tion and an extensive bibliography. 

~!: SEe SA 311/1: Leo A1otzkin to Sa Schockcn, l .1 I, 1914. l{urt Blulnenf eld re~ 
called Schocken 1s judgment th~t BI ,vould ]ike to do everything to encourage .A_gnon+ 
He j5, '3 grc~t epic "·.riter. I believe that one can do nothing better for the Hcbrc\v 
language thr..n to cnrjch jr ,vith ,vod{S of epic prose.~~ (Quoted in Kut·t Rlun1cn-
fcld., Erlebte Jud en{ rage, p. 95 .) 

For the fir~t agreement witl1 A gnonj see SA 331/r ! S. Schoc"ken to Agnont 
6.3.1916. I bid .. 1 r 5.7~1917 is the first revised version. 
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sihle/~+ There ,v3s son1e delay ho\vcver, and only in the spring of 1927 
did Schoeken open negotiations \Yith printers for issuing the ,vork in 
Gennan)T· In September 192.8 he signed a contract \Vith the printing 
firn1 of H~ag-Drugu1in in Lcipzig. 35 

Schocken supervised the publication of the collected ,vorks per~ 
s onali y, and the Sch ocken Arc hi vc preserves his lengthy correspond-
ence ,vith Drngulin regarding details of typograph)rr Routine matters 
,vere handled b)r the head of the print shop at the Z,,·ickau head-
quarters of the Schocken chain. (This ,vas before Lun1bcrt Schneider 
joined Schock-en. Even after 19 29 Schneider ,vas nut involved \Vith 
this first edition of Agnon .. ) A. 1VI.. Haber1nann, the curator of Schoc-
ken,s private ]ibrar37 (and later the director of the Schocken Library in 
Jerusalem) assisted jn 111attcrs concerning the Hebrc,v text. Agnon 
himself journeyed fron1 his hon1c h1 Jerusalen1 to Leipzig in order to 
oversee the final proofrcgding. By the summer of 193 z printing of the 
fir st four vol u n1 cs , 1/a s con1 p letcd. Rut dist rj b n ti on ,vas d clay c d for 
th rec n1 on ti 1s ,v h ii c Schock en set tl cd copyright di ffi cu I ties , vi th 
Agnon's fom1cr pub]ishcr, the Jiidischer \T erlag.36 l"'he collected 
\V or ks :fin a J 1 y a pp c arcd in the an turn n~ bearing the in 1 print 'c Sch ocken 
Kon1m an dit-G·csellsc haft nu f A k ti en, Ab tei I u n g \T er lag, Berlin.'~ 37 

T \VO additional vol111ncs ,vcrc added to the set in 193 5. 

u 11E11tstehungsgeschichtei'.11 p. 6 (8.7,l 925) • 
i;:; Seo S}\_ 311/111. Drngulin had prjnrcd the volun1c of IIcrzl's spcc~hcs th:.lt 

Sc-ho c-kcn had di std bute d j n 19 14 gt th c Gcrn1 an Zionist con vcntion. 
:-.i Sc~ the correspondence -with the JGdisrhcr Vcrhg in SJ\. 311/S3. There is a 

short tt~coum: of these difficulties in SA 3 n/5 5: ]etcer to /)avnr ca. Dec, 1931. 
During the nventies, Agnon h:ul entered into ~grcc1nents ,,~itn the Jtidischcr Vor-

Ja g for public a t1 on rights to h 1 s: i,yorks~ \V hi cl, j p 1~ :ircndy conflicted ,vi th Sc 11 oc ken ts 
intention to publish Agnon in hi.s o\vn \ 1crl~g. It is not dr::ar why the rc~ulution. of 
this d1fficultj' ,vas left for the last. Perhaps Schockcn ossun1ed th:1t he had est~b-
1 i shed a p ropr iet~ry interest in Agn on 's ,,Tr Eti o gs. For hcsi d cs pay j n g a .st rpe:nd di-
rcctl y to Agnon 1 Schocken had sulJstdizcd the publication of so1ne of his indiridual 
works; and in 1924 he had purch~scd fron1 the Jtidischcr \Tcr1ag the sizable rcm::1jn-
der of a Gcrnrnn edition of Vebaya be'akott lonishor (Und das Krtrnnne wird ge~ 
rad e). Pcrh~ ps Sch n c ken ·was. irnpaticn t lVith th r J ii disc her \ 1 er lag ~s handling of 
Agnon 3nd thought th~t it ''-Tas not proinDting Agnon's hooks '\l;.'jth SL1.fficient enerbry; 
.sa] cs h :1 d not been very large. Thus he may have ta ken inattcrs into his o,vn hands 
because he fc1t that the Jiidischer \Terlag had vichttc:d its obligation to bring Agnonts 
work to the pub]ic. ]n any case~ he \=Vas chaHengcd for infringen1ent of copyright. 
'fo settle the affair, Schockcn agreed to buy nut the Jiidischer ,rerlag~s stocks of 
Agnon's ,,·orks. (See the 1natcrfal in SA 311/1 bet\veen DecemL-er 1913 and Spring 
19z4~ and SA 311/83.) 

:t-: J(ol sipur~,; shel Sh.Y .. 'Agnon., ·193J._ 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXI, Number 1
(January 1973)

Sal111a11 Scbocken and tbe Scbocken Verlag 
One other publishing project occupied Schockcn1s attention -at this 

time. In honor of the Goethe centennial, he asse1nblcd a selection of 
poen1s that he issued as Goethe Gedicbte, Eine Atttr-tDttbl; Leben 11,id 
TV el t. 0~ Esscntiall y a private venture, the volume did not enter the 
general book trade .. 

Seven teen years had passed since Schock en first n1 et Agnon~ and 
fifteen years since h c had set out his prop os-al s for J e,v i.'ih cultural a cti v 
ity in Gcr1nany. The first volun1es of the Schockcn ,r crlag 1narkcd 
the beginning of co 111 prch ensi vc p1·O gran1 of J e \vis h publishing that 
Schocken hnd long contcmpl-atcd and that he had finally· co1ne to real-
ize .. As Schneider described the \T crlagis plans 2t the end of 193 2, the 
Bubcr-ltoscnz,vcig Bible translation ,vas the central effort jn a project 
to issue standard c di ti on s and transl a ti ans of J c,vish and general Semitic 
,vorks. Likc\vise, the Lesebucb \ltas offered as the first in a series of 
sim iI ar an tho I og i cs designed to 111 ak e sclcctio ns from po st-Bib Ii cal 
J cv.1ish Jitcraturc available to a ,vidc public. The Agnon edition \Vas in-
cluded in a llcbre\v-language division, intended to publish standard 
editions of hoth tncdieval Hebrc,v poetry (in cooperation ,Yith the Re-
search Institute for Hebre\V Poetry that Schocken had founded) and 
n1odern Hcbre,v poetry. 30 

II 

During the early months of 1933 Schockcn had been -abroad con-
va1escing fron1 an illness. On his return to G·ern1any in ~1ay· ·193 3 he 
resolved to expand the \T crlng along the lines that had already been set, 
hut to, vard a 1n ore direct response to the in1 inc di-ate needs-of th c con l-
inun i ty .10 The first of the ,r erlag's ventures ,verc the Schocken Ahna-
nacb ~nd the Biicherei (''J .}ibr:try") .. Aln1~nacs ,vere standard promo-
cional devices of Gern1an publishing houses, and generally· included 

!I.~ Zw icka 11: Sch ocken \T et fag, 19; 2 • 
30 SA 3,31/511 ! Schneider to lVo]ff, 14.12..31. Cop;r of publicity reh:~se for the 

Geuu:iudr:zeitun.g ffir die irra~Jitiscben Geu1eindcn TViirtte1nbergs. 
In 1919 SchorJ.~en bt::gan making plans to puh]i~h rhe researches of the For~chungs-

in.!i:titut fii:r hturfiische Dichtung, incJuding editions of seYcra] r~re and imponanr 
manuscripts that he had purchased the ye~r before~ Their ;.icq u isi ti on had been on c 
of the 111a.in motives for Schocken's founding this Institntc. Sec Schockcn's Intro-
duction to \ 7 ol ume I of the A1 i tt f ii ungcn of the For sch un gsin sti l ut ( Rer] in: S cl 10 d .. en 
Verlag 1 I 933) in ,Yhrch he traces the history of the Institute and of his o,vn interest 
in J e\\~j sh lite ra tur e -and bibliography. 

40 See Schocken's ~ccount in SA 303: S. Schockcn to T. Schocken~ 10.1 :!. 194;, p. 3~ 
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sclec Lions f ron1 n c, v n nd f ortl 1 c 01ni n g books al 011 g ,vi th the firn1 .s 
catalogue. Aside frorn their advcr(ising va]uc~ such aln1anacs haJ re1a-
rivel1T little significance. In this regard~ the Schockcn Ah11anacb proved 
to be a distinct exception~ as it ,vas taken up by· the public ~s an inde-
pendentl)r ,vorth,vhile publication. The Al1Ha11acb ,vas also distinctive 
in that it contained a good deal of n1aterial ,vrittcn for jr especia11y. The 
first AJurant!cb ,vas published to coincide lvith Rosh ha-Sbanah, 5694, 
the first Je,vish Nc\v 1:eiir under the Nazis~41 The volun1e's success 
\vas imn1ense, requiring a second printing~ unusual for an nhn-anac. 
The Ah11a11acb continued to appear at Rosh ha-Shanah, ending \Vith its 
sixth volutne in l 938 (5699). 

The \ 1 er]ag's .second venture~ l.~hc Schocken Bi.icherci, ,vas a series 
of sn1all volun1cs (cac11 averaging a hundred pages jn length) j11re11ded 
to appear at regular interva1s. The prospectus that Schocken i~sued for 
the Biicherci ,v-as as 111uch a broad state1ncnt of the \Tcrlag's special pur-
pose after 193 3 as a specific outline of the ser1cs' contents~ 
From the inuncnsc and often inaccessible Jc,vish literature of all countries and 
~gcs., the SclMocken Library presenr.s .. a careful selection of ,·vhat ,vilJ be 
of immediate appeal to todny1s searching reader, Ancient I--Iebre,v literature, 
,vhose vita1ity has pro\ 1c.n itself cspecfa1ly in critical timesi is h~ing 1nadc acces-
sible to the present-day reader in sjgnifitant ~elections and appropriate trans1a-
tions,. as ,vcll as in bilingual editions. Contcn1porn1y J c,vi,h "\Vtitings poetry 
and prose~ ,vith something ,vortlnvhi1e to convey, ,viil a]so be included, along 
,vith reprints of forgotten or not properly recognized ....,,,,orks front the recent 
past. . . .42 

To secure the success of this pr.ogranl Schocken :1rr2nged ntatters so 
that the \T crlag could operate free of 30)7 .financi8l con5tr:Jinr. Origi-

n Abnmuu:.h des Schocken Verlags auf dtr.r Jahr 5694 (lle:r1in: SchocI~cn ,r er1ag, 
19J3)-

~:: The prospectus (F1gure :2) :.1ppc:1rcd jr1 the annual c~ndogucs and at the h~ad of 
the list of the Biicherei that "t=.1~ ~ppcnded to each vuh11nc in tl1c serjes. The care-
fu1Ir ,., .. ordcd Gc:rnrnn read: 

Die Illtchr!rei des Schocken , 7crfags "·ill jn ~11n1~hliche1n Aufb,1u aus dem fast 
uniibersehuarcn uud haufig unzugtingLichen judischcn Schrifttum aller Lander und 
Zeiten in sorgf:Hdger Aus,;,vahl dasjcnige darbi-ctcn~ ,vas den !iuchendcn Leser un~rcr 
Ta ge u nm i ttc: 16::i r 3 nzu~1n:·cc hen ver n1l g. D ic ::t ltc he bra i sch e Lin; r.t n1 r I d ercn Lcbcn-
d i g Kck sich gerade .in kritischen Zeitcn Lc,\·~hn, soH dnrch sinnYolle Ausz.uge und 
angcn1esscne uLenr~gungen,. sov.•j,e durch z,~_,.ejspn:u:higc Ausg:Jben dem hcutigen 
Lcsar er.schlossen \vcrdcn. Aus den1 z.eatgenos.sischc.n jGd1schcn Schrifttum ,verden 
<lichterische und erortcrnde Arbeitcn aufgcnom1nen, d[c in gedr~ngte:r Foon Giil-
t~ gc~ mi tzutd ]1 hen. \ 7 ersch ol lcn e oder n i ch t gc bu hrend bek3 n nte , i\.·' er ke d er 
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nally· - as the title 11age of the Agnon edition indicated~ the \ 1 erlag 
had been organized as a division of the Schocken dcpartn1cnt store 
chain. l""his step may have been taken at first as a n1attcr of administra-
tive convenience, but it offered great fiscal advantages as 1.vcll - ad~ 
vantages that \Vere decisively important after 193 3. As long ~s the 
\T crlag ,v~s just another division of the concern~ its profits and expenses 
,vcrc reckoned in ,vjth the '\Yholc. As it happened, the expenses of the 
\ 7 er Jag far ont,vcighcd its receipts, und in eff cct the \T er lag opcr~tcd 
on the surplu~ funds produced by the profit~111aking divisions of the 
fit1n. 1~ urthcrn1orc 1 despite Nazi attacks on Jc,,·ish businesses, and on 
cl e pa rtn1 en t stores in general, , v ha tcvcr th cir o ,vn c rsh i pl th c Sch o ckcn 
fitn1 continued to prosper. As far as the , 7 crlag ,vas concerned~ the 
funds that \VCre avai]ablc ,vcre un1in1itcd. l\llorcovcr., the di1ninution of 
the firn1's profits by thr. an1onnt of the \T cr1ag's expenditures reduced 
its taxable surplus~ To a certain extent, then, the \ 7 er]ag ran at the ex-
pense of Nazi tax receipts. After Schock en ~s c1nigration to Palestine 
(he left Gcrnlany in Dccen1ber 193 3 ~nd arrived jn Palestine the next 
month after a short stay in S,vitzerland) there ,vas the additional con-
sideration that money spent in Germnny ,vould not be reduced by the 
h ea vi l y· disa d vantage ous r'1 te.s that govern c d th c exchange of b 1 o ck e u 
Gern1a n funds into f orcign currency. 

Nevertheless, these factors do not detract fro1n the n1agnitudc of 
Schocken's personal generosity. The money that he assigned to the 
\T crJug can1e out of his O-\vn incon1e - or, ,vhat ,vas the same, ,vus 
never added to it. This consideration stands despite Nazi restrictions 
on capital export, .since Schockcn did continue to transfer funds abroad, 
and these \Vere reduced b)7 expenditures for the,, cr1ag. 1i\1rthern1ore., 
Schock en ~s financiai basis in Germany ,vas increasingly jeopardizcd1 

nn d l 1 e fa ccd further drains on his capital in th c fu turc. 1 ~h eref ore, his 
outlay at this time ,vas all the more strjking in Yic,v of the fact that 
ordinary business sense ,vould have dictated thrift. 

In fact, Schocken~s support of the \ 1 erlag ,vas only one aspect of his 
larger philanthropic commitment to J C\Vish cul tu re. He had d evotcd 
I a rge arnoun ts of his personal , Yea l th to support a var i cgr of projects; 

jiingcrcn \ 1 crgangenheit \Verden jn Neud ruckcn hcrausgegeben+ Hinzu kom1ncrt in 
"'achsen d cm r.. 1 ass Bii ch c1· b c1 c hrendcn In 1ml ts. 
The first five volumes in the Bilcherei appeared by Chanukah, I 93 3. (Sec SA 303: S. 
Schoclccn to T. Schocken, 10.1 2: ,1945,. p. 3; and advenjsement in J11discf1e RundscfH1u 1 

B+I2~1933, P-92.8. 
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J1is patronage of Agnon ,vas just one exan1ple.. Throughout the thirtjes 
11c continued to spend large sun1s of 111oney· not only for his O\vn cHl-
tu ral j n tc rests but for sucl 1 pressing practical n c eds of G er1nan J e, v ry 
as cmi gratio n assi stn n ce nnd v o ca ti ona l rctrai nin g. \i\'h en th c Schock en 
concern ,vas finally sold to ''Aryann buyers in 1938 and the n1oney-
Josing "\T er1ag had to be separated fron1 it, Schockcn funded a separate 
bureau to cover the \T crlag's finances..4:1 

The final step in the \i erlagts expansion ,vas Schocken"s appoinnncnt 
of l\1oritz Spitzer us editor~ Spjczer l1ad con1pleted a doctorate in Indol-
ogy but Jacked tht; independent :financia] n1eans that ,vonld have 
nllo,ved him to continue in his field. Lntc in 193ot Schocken engaged 
Spitzer to tutor his children in J e\vjsh subjects at the family ho1ne in 
Ber]in.1·1 (At the tin1c Spjtzcr had been ,vorking as the editor of the 
youth supplen1ent to the ]iidiscbe R1tndscbnu. I-fe also directed the 
Schule <ler jiidischcn Jugcnd., a free evening college jn Berlin.) As the 
\ 1 erlag gre,v 1 it bccan1c jncrensingly· clear that it requ_ired an editor 
\v jd1 specific kno,vied gc of Hebrev ... and J c,vish literature.a (Schneider's 
responsibiliryT ,vas lin1itcd to the technical and business aspects of the 
Verlag.) 1"'hc choice fell nan1rally on Spitzer. In 193 2 Spitzer \V::lS 
dispatched to Hcppenhci1n to assist Buber in his ,vork on the Bible 
trans 1 n ti on. -t;; "\}iTh il c sti 11 in I~I e pp en h ei n1, he began ,v or k as f u 11-t i m c 
editor for the Schockcn ,r crlag~ (It ,vas at this point that Spitzer i.vas 
assigned the task of ass.embling the first Ahnauacb.) The 11ext year he 
ren1rncd to Berlin. 

Schockcnts de]iberatcness ,vas one of the dominant features of his 
pcrsonalitJr .. It ,vas evident in the long and careful consideration that 
under1ay his ju<lg111entsi and in the intentional) purposeful ,vay that he 
mov·ed_fron1 insight to design and from design to action~ Schockcn ,vas 
a perfectionist- a characteristic that he could afford to indulge-
and he ue]iberated longest about the things that he regarded as lTIOSt 
a 1n1portant. 

1,hcrc ,vas su1ncrhing of the sarne tendency to de]iberate - and 
delay- in Spitzer., and it surfaced noticeably in his handling of the 
B i.i c hcrci, ,v hi ch \V3 s placed under his editorship. Schock en , van te d 

43 Th.is 'c A b"Tick l m1 gsste11 e ! ' also a dm i ni~:itcred Sc:ho c:ken 's other J e \Vis h interests 
- which includ~d J C\Yish pensioners and charJdcs. 

-.: See the correspondence bcnvccn Spitzer and Schockcn in SA 33 r/43; Novcrn-
b-cr 1930. 

-..:; Roscnz,vcig1 \l'ho had collabor~ted on the earlier volumes, had died jn Decc1nbcr 
i9:z9. 
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1N 193 7 AT AGE 60 
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Sa/Jnrru Schockeu and tbe Scbocke11 Verlag 33 
the volun1cs in the Biichcrci to ~ppcar rcgularl}\ as quasi-periodical, 
at the rate of t\vo a n1onth. But the p1an ran up against difficulties in 
securing suitable n1ntcrint ilnd ~gainst Spitzer's thorough and tin1e-
co nsu n1 in g cd i ting. •rn ( Schneider desc rib c d Spi tzcr ns co nsti tn tio nail y 
averse to deadline ,vork in any case.47 ) This led to son1e tension, since 
Schockcn could be very in1patient ,vfrh others, despite his o\vn ten-
dency to procrastinate. Schneider \\'rote that each nc,v month loon1cd 
ahead ~'like the S,vord of Dan1oclcs.n .j~ But despite delays and set-
backs, the Biicherei reached nun1ber 92, eight short of the goal uf I oo, 
before the Nazis forced the \T crlag to close in 193 8.4P 

·rhe /1.l11un1acb and the Biichcrci \Vere only the first additions in the 
\T trlag's post-1933 expansion. The \T-crlag's final catalogue, issued in 
the fall of 193 8., listed a total of 194 titles, including the Bucherei!J0 

1"'he stories be-hind son1c of these publications deserve telling,, as they 
reveal much about the ,vorkings of the \ 1 crlug 2.nd the conditions under 
,vhich it operated. 

One of the projects that Schockcn proposed for the expanded ''er- . 
Jag in the sun11ner of 1 93 3 \Vas a series that he called Gastgescbenk der 
]ude'JJ. an Delftscblrrnd (' 'a gift to _ Germany f ron1 J C\vish guests,") .. 
(1 ... he concept that in their Diaspora the J e,vs ,vcrc cveryvlhere guests 
of forejgn host nations ,vns central to Zionist ideology.) Irlere he h1-

"0 For reference to tl1 c n tc nd c rl periodic-al public a ti on of th c RUc hcrci, see SA 
303; S. Schockcn to T+ Schocll'.enj 10.12.1945, p. 3. 

\Vi th regard to cd ito.ria 1 ,·vor l: S chne c der ,vrotc t(1 Schocken: H i'\:I y only concern 
110,v is ho,v to rd i c v c Spitzer. He h fls 1nore lo do than j s reaso na 11 lc~ Ev en a good 
manuscrjpt like Ernst Siinon~s [book on Ilfo.lik; Bikherei 37/38] can not be set in 
type ,vithout =.\ cire-ful re~ding -and numerous styHsdc changes .... Other manu-
scripts have to be aln1ost re\,·rittea, To be sure l sco]d Spitzer about his corrections 
and the great atnount of cime that is lost in makjng them. Ilut ,vhcn hC!. sho\VS me 
the pass~ges I must ~grec ,vith him. Ct:rminly this problem ,viH be RolvT~.dj even jf I 
{lo not see ::iny ,vay out just no,v.' 1 (SA 331/41: L. Schneider to S. Schockcn, 28.6. 
l935i P· 2 .) 

"1 For this and other details about Spjrzer and the Iliicherei, sec L;;nnbcn Schnej. 
dcr,s recollections .in Rechem;c.baf t~ pp. 39-40. 

~,; SA 33l/41.: L+ Schneider to S~ Schocken~ 14.1.1935, p~ 2, 

The i ast vol u n1c ,vas number 92, but th ere ,v ere ten double-vol umcs, \v hi ch 
,vcrc substantially longer than the aYerage Jcngth of 1 oo pages,. -and ·which bore a 
double-number. Therefore there ·were s.ctually only 87 -vol-Innes in the scrie~. \V.ith 
regard to the intention of stop1iing ,vith nurnhGr 1ooi sec SA. 331/13 ! Spitzer to S. 
Schocken, 6.7.I 938. 

Several or these \Vorks 1 such as the BjbJe transfo.taon, ,v~re sets of several 
vol unu:s. The: H st in A lnur,ur G ,.l, \TI, does not include boo ks confiscated hy the G c-
sta po before 193 8+ ( See Part IV, belo,v.) 
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tended to publish Jc,vish authors ,vho had n)ade -a significant contri-
lrution to Gcrn1any, und ,vhosc 111c.1nbcrship in the Gcr1nan people the 
Nazis denied~ such nJcn as Heinrich Heine, F'ranz Kafka~ Alfred 
l\1101nbert, Fran'.L \J\T crf cl, Sigmund Freud, Karl ,,, o]fskehJ, and l(arl 
Krausa51 ... fhe scr1cs never appeared under :;i separ-ate title, but ilS the 
\T crL1g~s catalogue indic:atcs, Schocken'.s goal ,vas achieved 1n part. 

Tl 1c nu1 j or effort j n this ( tGastgcsc hen k'' pro j ccr , vas the co Ile etc d 
edition of l(afka's ,vorks. l{afk2 1 \vho died in 1924, had pcr1nitted 
publication of only so1nc of his shorter stories during his lifctin1t. After 
his death his three nove]s Tbe 1\rial, 1;be Castle, and A111ericn 
,vcrc published b)T general Ger111a11 publishers. But ju l93 3 Kafka~ 
a Je\vish author- could no longer appear on the list of a non-Je,vish 
publisher, and the Schockcn ,, crlng 1novcd to ~cqui1~e his \Yorks. 

I ,vas not ab}e to determine precjseJ y ,\rho initjarcd rhe ,r erlag's 
acquisition of J(afka, or to ,vhat C}:tent Schockcn hin1self ,vas in-
volvtd. Kafka's .first appearance .in a Schocken puhlic~cion ,va~ :in the 
Ah11a11ncb of 193 3. There he ,v.as reprcse11tcd by a short passage on 
lGcrkega.ard~s Fear and Tre1ubli11gt excerpted fron1 n letter to his friend 
and physician, Dr. Robert l(lopstock.=12 The introductory 11otc in the 
Alu uu1 n c b id en tifi cs th c soutcc as r1 rn a nu script j n th c posscssi on of 
Kafka's literary· cxccutoi\ l\·:l~x Brod. Splt'l..er recalls, ho,vevcr, that he 
had copied the passage directly fron1 the original Jetter in Klopstock's 
possession, and that he had this copy on hnnd in 193 3 ,vhen he ,vas 
caHcd on tu ~sscn1blc the first Alu,nnacb/'~ (Spitzer hnd 1nadc l(lop-
stock"s acquaintance during his university days in Kiel, after Kafka's 
death. Knfk-a hi111sclf he had 1net only briefly.) 

'~'hatcvcr the orjgin of that first se]ection frorn I{afkal it ,va~ \Vith 
Brod (representing rht Kafka f a1nily) that the \T crlag signed a con-
tract in 1934 for a collected edition of J{afknts ,vorks. n4 Although it 
n1-a.y sccn1 strange~ in ,,ic\v of the "I{nfkaesqucH njn1rc of existence -

r L 

especially for the Jc,vs -111 Nazi German)r 1 Kafka's ,vriting had not 

[;!. See Gcrshon1 Schocken~ op. cit, (note i ), i.8; ~nd SA 331/12: Noth~. ubc::r dn 
Telefongc:.,:.prach zwischcn licrrn S. Sdwckc::n tmd <lcn J lcrr.n Dr. Sdincidtr und Dr. 
Spitzer mn 16.3.1936 p~ i., 

t.:? FrilHZ Kafkr-i.t uri ber Kierkegnards Furt-·bt raid Zittcnt und den Erz\rater Abr:i-
hatn,it Ahmuurch, It 40--43. 

l,J Inter vie\\' with A·L Spit'1.cr1 7.7.1969i and SA 303: JH. SJ)hzcr~ wv--on.,·ort/' 2.5.6. 
r957, P· l 6~ 

11-L There are coptcs of Brod's agreement ,vith the K.::i.fk=l family ( 1 r .7.1924) =:ind his 
1-:lter ngree1ncnt ,vith the Schock en \7"crhg (,:2/i6.2 .J 934) in SA 374/3 l 3. 
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Snhnnn Sc/Jockeu nnd tbc Scbocke11 l1 erlag 3 5 
yet achieved the ,vidc popularity that it later enjoyed~ Spitzer nttrih-
utcd the initial success of the ne,v edition to the fa.ct thnt the ,vork 
issued fron1 the Schockcn \T erlagJ ,vhich had alrcad)7 secured a loyal 
readership .. .fi.!, In any case1 the response ,vas over,vhcln1ingl)T f av·orable .. 
One revic\V - ,vrittcn in I 93 5 by Klaus l\-1nnn in the e1nigrc xnonthl)7 

Die Sfl11T1nlu11g -is p~rticularly ,vorth quoting., since its praise ahnost 
brought the venture to disaster . .riG 

The collected edition of Franz I{afka's "'ork that the Schocken "\Terlag js 
issuing is the finest and n1ost .significant pubUcation to cornc out of Germany 
these days. It has not been banned by the Propag:1nrh i\·iinistry [ G ocbbc]s' 
Propaganda l\·1 in is tty supervised i-.n on-Aryan n cu] tu ra l affairs l ; for th is j n-
tcl1 cctu a1 event is occurring in a con1plete .r~sp]endid isolaciont entirely ~part 
f ro1n the Reich Is Chain b er of Cu]t u re -1 n a ghetto that tea n y has no need to 
regret its ex cl usi on f ron1 th c n e,v G en11an ' ( cu]tu rc11 nli 11. • • . 
.Are there still renders ready and able to npprecfate these subli111c1 arduous, and 
very fresh del igh t.s? - to Stand in reverence before the grotesq u c and 1n ovi n g 
vision I the prof onnd, a"\veson1c, and bless cd drcnm of a reJ ig l ous genius? Sue h 
readers - if they stil] exist any,vhcre -,vi11 share 1ny grate£ u\ncss for the 
Schockcn \T crfag's edition of ICafka. 

fvlann's praise of this Nazi o,Tcrsight ,vas enough to bring it to an end, 
and tl1c Gestapo intervened to further publication. Fortu-
nately\ it ,v3s possible to circun1vcnt the ban by trilnsfcrring the print-
ing to the l-Icinrich l\1crcy \T er lag in Pr~guc, ,vhich .served as a front 
for Sc hoc ken and co1nplctcd the printing of the rcn1aining t\VO volun1es 
jn the sct.57 Schneider rc1narked that the episode revealed that the 
N a.zis paid 111ore attcntio n to the en1ig re press than to the Scho ckcn ,r erlag's activities ,vithin Germany~l38 Evidently, ho,vevcr" Nazi sur~ 

i;;; Interv ie,v ,vi th i\1.. Spitz;.cr, 7. 7. I 969. 
Klaus 1\-'lann, Jl.D.a.nk fiir die K-a.fka-Ausgabe,':t Die Str11n11lung (Amsterdr1n1: 

Querido , 1erlag), 11: 11 (July 1935), 664 . 
. :iJ The S cha cken v· er] a g agrc e d to subsidize Mercy -v er hi g for -any lo:s:ses that 

it 1night incur if sales djd not co,·er expenses. (Intcrvie,v with M. Spitzer, 2.2.7.1969.) 
One of the .first projects of Schocken Ilooks in N e·w York after tl1c lVar \v:as the rc-
j ~uc n f the co 11 ecte cl \\Tor ks of Kafka in G enn 3. n. Sch o cken a. t first ref used to aB o\V 
ICc1 f ka to b published in G enn any and u n.dertoo k the difficult task of issuing these 
Gcrn1a n Yolum es in N e,,T York. Even tu a i Ir the G ern1an -J ,anguagc pub lie a tj on of 
Kafka \VAS tnnsfer red to the S~ Fisch e I ,r erJ a g in -G erm~nr a 

Rec f:Jen sc ba f tt p. 4 r. Schneider errs in identify j ng En ro p.iisc /J e Ii ef te I another 
e migrc: p c.rj od i cal, as the sou rec of Klaus .i\-1 ann 's re view. As ~1 ann n otcd th c Naz [ 1s 
lack of a \Varen e.s.s of the Ver lag 's ac ti v fries 1na y have b ecn consequence of the: 
policr of icdissirnilation~' ::1nd p~nial autono1ny for the J e,\'ish con1rnunity that ,v3s 
o pern rive at this tin1 c, 
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vcillance ,vas either not consistent, or not thorough, since the Schockcn 
\Terlng continued to publish l{aflca's Vor de'iJJ Gesetz in the Biicherei 
,vithout being challenged. 

Perhaps the 1n ost tm1 cl y of the S chocken public a ti ons1 in the Ii ght of 
current events, ,,~as the Bericbt iiber Paliisti-na. This vo1u1ne ,vas a 
Gcr1nan translation of the 1?...eport of the Palestine Roy·al Co1nmission 
under E-arl Peel that had been appointed in the ,vakc of the serious dis-
turbances in Palestine in 1936.m~ Zionists hailed as a victory the Co1n-
1nission's acceptance of the idea of a separate Jev~~ish state and its rcco1n-
mcndation of a plan for partition. Interest in the l~epart lvas especially 
intense among Jev.rs anxious to cn1igrate fron1 Ger111any, and Schockcn 
decided to 1nakc t1,e entire text available in Gcr1nan. The translation 
,vas 111~de under extrcn1c pressures of ti1nc, as Schockcn intended t11c 
volutne for distribution at the oncon1ing Zionist Congress in Zurjch. On 
12. July 193 7 Schockcn cabled fron1 his honlc in Jerusalen, insu·ucting 
the \T crlag in Berlin to begin the translation. Spitzer divided -a. copy of 
the Report an1ong ten translators and set them to ,vork siinultane-
ously.60 The project succeeded, and the books can1c off the press jn 
tin1c for the Congress~ bearing the cl-ate of its opening .session~ 3 August 
193 7· 

Schocken had a .second 1notive in issuing the Rep art in translation~ 
namely to secure publicity for the \T er lag abroa.d .. 01 The consjderation, 
if ovcr~opti1nistic, ,vss nevertheless a pt in vie,v of deteriornting condi~ 
tions in Gennany and the in1pcnding necessity of trans£ erring the Ver-
lag c]se\"vherc. It ,vns 1:vith this same thought in mind that Schocken 
published a vo1u111c of ess-a.ys by Arthur Ruppin in German~ I-Iebrc,v, 
a.nd English editions.to~ A third si1nilarly 111otiv~tcd project ,v::is a series 
of standard I-1.ebre,v ,vorks offered in 1937 as the ' 10ssef Sifre l\-1ofct4" 

Palestine Royal Crnun.,ission Report prere11ted by tbe Secretary of State for 
t1Je Colonies to I'arlicnne1u by CO'J}nnand of Hi:i 1\1rtjesty, Jtti)'t 1937 (Cmd. 5479; 
London: H. M. Stationerv Office, 193 7). 

Information f ro1n lntcrvie\VS: Vlath 1"hcodore Schocken ( ii.12 .1969), l\-f oritz 
Spitzer ( 1.1.8.1969 )., and Gcrshom Sd1ockcn {28.7.1969). 

See SA 3 3 8/6~ Tl1codorc Schockcn to Spitzer, r 2 .7~193 7. 
1-:l Artur Rupptn, Dreirsig Ja/:Jre Aufhau in I'aliisthut (Bcr1in: Schoc'k:cn , 7erlag, 

193 7); Dr. A. Ru p pi nl S bel oshhn Sb enot B i-n }' au be-Eretz Y israe l (J eru Sl kin: Schoc-
ken Publishing House, [J 937]); and Dr. Arthur Ruppin, Three Decadrs of Palestine;· 
speeches and I' aper s on the U 11bu il d i11g of the J ewhb Nati 011al Ii 01ue (J cru salen1; 
Schor::ken, 1936). For Schockcnis plans for the Ruppin volurne and for the e\o-entua.l 
transfer of tl 1 e Ver hg from Gcnnil n y ! see SA 941: S. S cho L=kcn to Hao s. Koh nt 
I 2.6.1936. 
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1."hc scrjcs included titles that had already been issued by the \T crlag 

r 

editions of the .Aiisl.n1a., the Siddur~ traditionnl Biblic-nl co1n1ncntaries, 
and l\1undclkcrn's Coucordance of the Bible~ 811d pro111iscd fururc 
inexpensive reprints of outstanding editions of major Hcbrc\v ,vorks~03 

(The project exploited g nc,v photo-off set process developed by the 
Z\vickau printjng fin11 of UHn1ann ["I\1anuldrucle'J .) Schocken 
\Vantcd to build up 8. list of standard 1-Iebrc\v tides that ,vould provide 
a stable sales base in case the \ 7 crlag \ltcrc cut off fron1 its Gern1an 
rcadership.tH There ,vas an additional concern ,vith assuring the pres-
ervation of vital \Vorlcs that might be destroyed in the threatening 
European conflagration. To this end Schock.en also had photographic 
copies 1nade of in1portant Je,visl1 1na11uscripts in Europe~ 

\i\'ith the exception of the Peel Conunission Bericht, the Ruppin 
cssnys1 ::1nd so1ne other 1natcrial tlrn.t could he regarded as Zionist by 
in1plication, the Schocken \T crlag published nothing that ,vas ovcrtlr 
Zionist in th c sen sc of faster i ng c 1nigra ti on to Pal cstine .. 05 Al though this 
n1ay· sectn out of chnracter for a publishing house that ,vas the creation 
of a co1nn1 i ttc d and active Zionist i the policy \ vas an accurate reflection 
of Schocke.nis o,vn attitudes. In the first place, Schocken \Vas generally· 
not interested in straightf or,vard political ,vork. c;o His uttention ,vas 
centered on eco11on1ic and cultural affairs., and he founded the \T erlag 
to publish n1atcria1 of literari., rather than politjcal n1crit .. To the extent 
that partisan Zionist Jircrarnrc ,vas regarded as belo,v the \Terlag's 
standards of Jiterary quality·, it ,vas absent from its catalogue.. In aOj7 

case~ publishers like the Jiidischcr ,r erlag served the immediate ,vants 
of the co1nmunity for Zionist materiaL 

\ 7 erlag cat~iogL1e in Aluranrtcb1 ,; • Schoeben h:Hl also proposed to include in 
the series an cditjon of the Afacbror., the special prayer Look for Rosh ha-Sh-a.nah and 
Y om Ki ppur, ( SA :B I/ J ! V' c-rl agsbcsp re Chu ngrLurich, S. S cho C ken and L. Sch11 C-l-
d cr~ 5/6.3,19361 p. :1.) 

SA 303: 1\1. Spitzer, u\r onvort," 2 5 .6.1957~ p. 6o. 
One exa nlpi e of Pa le sdnc-d ircctc d material is the section of sm dstical inf orn1a-

tio n -al.Jou t Paksti ne that ,vas in cl u de d in the first A lnmn a cb. Il u t Ge rsh om Sch oc ken 
{ Sa hnr-i. ct Sc hoc ken 1:S e] d st son 1 ,,·ho e rn I gta tecl to Palestine in 19 3 3 } recall~ that l tc 
had co1np1lcd these taLks for the AlnMtwc.h to gcve it more of a Pa]f:stinc-oricnta-
ti o n1 a n<l that Spi tzct acccp tc d th cnl only g n1 d gin gl y. N rv crth e1 ess, Spitzer did ha \'C 
a stl dstic i an i 11 Berlin co1n pi le similar ta bks ( with the ad did on of inform a rj on -J. hm 1t 
Gcrm:an and \vorld Je\vry) for later volumc:s of the Ainuuuub (Ill.1 I\Tl and \71) .. 
( lnterviev:s ,vitl1 G. Schockent 2.8.7 .J 969; :and j\)I. Spitzcri 2 z..fL r969.) 

Bil See Siegfrjed l\1oses 1 ''S:1ln1an Schockent LB/YB, \i ( r960). 83 '.:I.no th~ note 
there. 
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As for the practjcal nccessit)T of n1oving Jc,vs out of Germany·~ 

Schocken -,vho rcn1arked in r 935 that be could not imagine any Je,v 
remaining in Gcrn1an37 ,vho had the chance to leave - urganizecl an 
extensive prograrn for the emigration of the Je,vish en1p]oyees of his 
<lepartn1enr-storc chain. 67 To equip people ,vith skills that ,vould assure 
their e1n ploy1nent in a ne,v c.ounrry, Schocken offered vocational re-
training at the firn1)s expense. He nlso pro,Tided for the maintenance 
of the cn1p1oyee and his fan1ily· during the period of retraining and 
furnished the equivalent of .fifty" pounds sterling for the employce~s 
initial expenses at his dcstjnation., 1\ 1irh the declining exchange rate.s) 
providing this l8st sum required increasingly large an1ounts of Gerrnan 
currency r. Schock en particular! y urged y·ounger people to en1igrate to 
Palestine~ and to qualify rhe1n for adn1ission as trained ,vorkers he 
established a progrant for bacbsbarab (Zionist-oriented ngriculn1ral 
training) at Gut '''inkel 1 a fann o\vned by the fnn1ily.us 

III 

1 ... hc correspondence that Saln1an Schockcn had initiated ,vith l\1ar-
See SA 179/r2 i: BRcfcrilt des l-J crrn Salo1ao Schocl::cn bci der Besprechung an1 

13.10.1935 in Ilerlini, ( de]iv-ere<l to a conf ~rcncc of J c\vish n~en1bers of the rnanage-
ment of the Schocken firm]t p. z., Schoclcn\; decision to jnitjarc this full-scale emi-
gration pro.grain came dudng his vjsit to Gcrntany jn the autu1n[1 of 1935~ ·when he 
h~d been particularly impressed 1.Jy the dctc::rioratfon of th~ J e"~s~ situation. (Intt.r-
vie\v ,,,frh T. Schocken~ 15.9.1969.) 

Other sources of infornrntion about tlie cn1igratio11 program fnr Schocken\ 
Jc,vish employees ,verc an jntervie,i:.'" ,rfrh Georg Spiro (30.7.1969) and a memoir by 
Dr. Ernst ~1at·ko\,•jc2t 'L\~/arenpriif ung und Aus,,·~nd~1·nngshilfe; Erinnerungen an 
n1ei n c Tiiti g kci t fii r Sa ln1 a. n S chocke n 1-i ( 9 pp.; n.d. [ 1960], typcscri pt in poS"S"essi on of 
G ershom Sch ockcn ) . U o t.h Spl ro an cl l\1. a rkowic z w ~re in vo lv c d in th c orga niza tr Dn 
and administration of tl~e cmigrr1rion program. 

Schockcnts ju{lgincnt ~Lout tllc ad\ 1js~bility of emigrattng \V:as not gcncral]y 
shared by his ernploynes. 1'hcodorc Schocken reported to his fa.thcr that as of 
December 1935 the firn1is J ci.,;,~j~h cmpioyet::s pref erred to remain in Gcnn::lny, ghrcn 
the fact th-at no j 1nm~d i ate ch~ ngc ,vas expected in. the fi nn \ n1 n :1 gc anent~ 
uouring n1y visfr I also Sj)ol~c ;,,·frh a numbtr of J C'iNish cn1ploycc~ about emigrating~ 
The inclinadon in t11~t direction is gene~Hy s:Hght, I 1.v::as: aln1ost ::1Jw~ys :isked 
\V he ther a cha n gc in th c O'i:vnershi p or rn~ rl '.-\g~ n1cnt ,vas c:x p e cted the near future. 
''-'hen 1 s~id that there ,vas: not, the jrun1cdh1te reply ,vas [So then I don"'t rcaHy have 
to ded de yet al :-~ (SA 9.rz/1: T. Sc.::hockcn to s. Schocken! 3~1 ~I 936, P· 5.) 

Thos the paradoxical situation de,·eloped th~t the b~ncr :l J C\V \Va~ protected f rorn 
Kazi anti-Je,vhh measures in the short ron (e.g. through cmp\oyn1cnt by n Jc,vish 
finn t 11 at ren1:aine d in lJ usi n c.i;;s;) i the 1 ess 1 ike 1 r he ,vas to cn1ig ra tc - 11 d su r·vi \Tc. 

f.'l See SA 179/>"i.2: Rcfcrat. des S. Schockcn1 2 3. i o.1935i p. 4. 
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tin Buber i1~ 1914 developed into a close personal association that \Vas 
evident in tbe Schocken "\T er1ag as \vclL Not only ,vas Buber the lead-
ing figure. on the ,r crlag~s booklist (t\vcntJ 7-scven of the titles ,vcre 
his) - he ,vas also the dominant jnflucncc on the \ 1 crlag itself..tte 
Buber had left his n1ark on both Spitzer and Schneider cyen before they 
,vere :tssociated in the \ 1 crlag) and once it ,vas in operation there ,verc 
frequent consult2.tions at Buber's ho1nc in Hcppenhcirn or nt the "\7 er-
lag in Iler]in. 

This influence of Buber's ,vas an jn1port-Jnt clement in the broad 
consensus that Schockcn~ Schncjdcr, and S pitzcr shared a bout J c,vjsh 
matters, and that provjded stable basis for their collaboration in the 
Verlag~ Tl 1 is co n1n1 on understanding en ab 1 e <l Sc l 1 n cider n n d Spitzer 
to manage the V crlgg in a "'ay that Schock en approved of, even though 
he generally did not participate directly in cditori<1l decisions. In his 
\vork ,vith the "\T crJag., Schockcn's long deliberations proved to he 
son1cthing of a hnndicap, as they· ha1npcrcd his ability to resolve the 
nun1cro11s sn1a1l problcn1s that hook production raised. Faced ,vith 
Schocl~en's indecisiveness and hesitation, Spitzer and Schneider ,vouid 
act on their O\Ynt and Schocken's npproval usually follo,ved~ 

.l\.fter Scho-ekcn left Gern1an):t" 3t the end of 193 3 the danger arose 
that the Schockcn \T cr]ag ,v_ould bccon1e his in natnc only. l."11is never 
really came about. Schneider and Spitzer 111ay have had to circumvent 
Schockcn's indecisiveness, but the}T did not depart frotn his broader in-
tentions. Given their con1rnon purpose., there ,,?as no call for much 
conflict. Schockcn 111ight chaf cat thcjr independence of actio111 bnt he 
rarely found cause to critich~e the substance of their decisions. 70 He did 
insist, ho",.ever, on being kept infortncd of the Verlag's functioning 
a1id on bcjng consulted in connection ,vith its operations. Although 
Schockcn continued to confer ,vith Schneider and Spit%.er dnring his 
periodic vjsits to Europe, his gro\ving involv-c1ncnt in affairs in Pales-
tine after l 93 5 son1e,vhat reduced his active influence on the \T crJag.71 

~) Spitz.er reports that Schockcn felt nn1bj,~3Jent about Bnhcr 1s rnentorship and "T~s 
concerned ] est Il u b cr's influence Lcco1n(': ove nv he ln) i ng. Spjtzer reca Us that -at one 
point Schocken protcstrd, 1("\, 7hat have ) ? I-l:lYC J a Ilubcr \r crlag or a Schocken 
\ 7 crlag? > ( Inter vie\v ,vi th i\·L Spitzer, c 4. B. 1969.) 

71 Schneider descrjbcd the c.onperation acnong h1111self, Spitzer. ~nd Schockcn ~s 
Hteam\\'ork. )> (Intervie,Y ,vith L. Schnddcr 1 8.9. [ 969.) li1 1936 Schnddcr \\'rote to 
Schoc:ken that he h-ad an 1""in~dncth•c,, understand1ng of Schocken's: intt!ndons ( SA 
331 / 42: Schneider to S. Schocke11~ 4.2.1936, p. 3,) 

n Until 1935 Schocken nIC-t l."i.1ith Schneider and Spitzer in Gern1any; after\vards 
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Unquestionably Schocken's absence 1nadc 111atters 1norc difficult for 

the \ 1crlag's editors~ Schocken 1.vantcd to continue hjs active role ·in 
the \ 1crlag, but practical necessity· dictated that Schneider and Spitzer 
carry out 1nost of the \T erlag's operations on their o,vn~ The contra~ 
diction that this situation in1 plied ,vas never entirely rcsol ved. The 
Verlag provided Schockcn ,vith copies of its correspondence and peri-
odical reports of its activities, and Schockcn replied ,vith letters of his 
O\vn; rr2 but these n1cans could not con1pcnsatc for the long distance that 
separated Berlin f ron1 Jerusalem. 1~he occasional conferences that 
Sr:hockcn ha<l in Europe ,vcrc no substitute fur his regular presence -
and it is not clear ho,v significant they· ,vere in tcrn1s of specific results. 

Sp i tzcr I a ter d iscou n te d the in1 portan cc of t hcsc con f eren ccs I as \vel 1 
as Schocken"s influence on the ,r crlag once he had left Gernu1ny.r;l 
A.s far as-the day-to-day ,-vorldngs of the \ 1 er]ag 1yerc concerned~ this 
evaluation seen1s to be a fair one. Schneider ,vas also skeptical about 
th c su hstanti v e a cco JTl p 1 is h n1 en ts of th cs e con f c ren ccs, but val uc d the111 
for the personal contact ,vith Schucken. After one such meetjng in the 
sun1rner of 1936 he ,vrote to Schocken, 
You n1 ust ha v·e had the i n1 pressio n that not n1 u ch positive came out of our 
conversation in Zurich. Under the circumstances anything else ,vas 1·cally im-
possib]c, For n1c the con,rersation itself ,vas the essential thing. Even such an 
occasional talk ghTes the ,vhole ope.rntian a much more intensive continui1)1'"1 

:ind this personal contact npparcntly 1neans 1norc than ever so n1any in1portant 
rec hnical clarifications. 7-1 

Schneider struck a similar note earlier that year, 1.vhen he asked Schoc-
ken to 
arrange son1e free time this sun11ucr to get together ,vith Baber~ Spitzer and 
n1e~ ... Planning _ . _ is not acn1aUy the main thing. You ,vould get 1nuch 
more pl ea sure on t of the ,re r lag if you sp c n t a f c \V days here fron1 time to 
time - and ,ve ,voul d \Vor k ,vj th greater en j oyrn ent as .. well. It is rca 11 y not 
pleasant ,vhcn one ]ms so little idea of \lrhcrc one stands "\\'1th regard to every~ 

they n1ct jn European citits outside Gern1any. There ·were also by 
tclep hone bctwt.e n Eu top can ci ti cs and B crlin. In r 9 3 5 Scl1 oc ken pu rchasccl the 
nev.·spapcr H aaretz. The sa nle y car h c l.Vas named Chairman of th c E>i'.cc u ti \'C: Coun-
cil of the 1-lebre,,· Univ~rsitv jn J erusaiem~ aft~r which titne Uni,rcrsity affairs in-.. 
crcasingly absorbed his attention. 

-r~ This correspond cncc is the basis of the \ 7 er lag section of the Schoc ken Archive 
in Jerusalem (SA 3}. 

,s Intervjcw ,vith 1\-1. Spit-lcrt -i.z~7. J969. 
iri SA 3 3 I/ 4 2 : Sch neidcr to S. Scbocke n., 1o.8.193 6. 
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thing. Th.is feeling of ,vorking in isolatiun is often ahnost unhcarab]et and I 
f reg a cntl y ,vis h for th c return. of our ,veeken ds in Il crl in and Z ,v icka u. 7 r. 

1""hc tension in this situation of ,vorking for an absentee publisher ,vas 
evident in a poignant letter that Schneider ,vrotc to Schockcn in 193 5 

I atn making th in gs di fficu 1t for you as a pub H sher ,vi tho ut n1ea n i ng to - and 
you nrc doing like, v isc. It is not good this ,,,ay, and I b tli eve that n cit her of 
us \vould ha,•e it so. But I kno,v of no ,vay out and I nn1 of ten quite despondent. 
""fhink about your last visit to Germany. There ,vas tin1c only for irnn1ediate 
prob1clns~ I had to tal::e pajns to discuss everything as briefly as possib]e be-
cause I knc,v ho,v much you are taken up in in1portant negotiations. 
Perhaps I atn in error about our armngcmcnt. Before, ,vhen you catnc to Berlin 
on \VC ckcn ds everything ,vent so simply. I came ,vi th my problems and in 
a short ,vh i1 c cYeryth in g ,vas scttl c d. I sat a cross from yon and could explain 
the pros and cons of a matter, argue., take up your suggestions-in short 1 it 
,,~as fun to be a publisher \\ 1ich Saln1an Schockcn. Beaudfu] things can1c out 
of it, and beyond the \Vork I learned to admire and respect you. 
No,v the arrangcn1cnt has becon,e sluggbih and a.,vk,vard. 'The Iliicherei bears 
:1 good deal of the bla1nc for this situation. You demand1 ,vith full justice, that 
punctually every 1nonth nvo books appear. But t\vo Ili..ichcrei volumes arc a 
lot of "'or k - both in t errn s of edi tj n g and production~ The first of every 
n1onth hangs over us like the S"rord of Damocles. One closes one~s eyes 8nd 
plunges forward. Every que.stjont ,vhatever its source, is felt as a disturbance; 
dccjsions have to be made h~stil y ... ,ve have no ti1ne. Unquestionably this 
is \Vrong .. Doubtless things ,vjll jmprove in the course of time\ ~s I hope to 
build up a rc.scrvojr of manuscripts: that ,vill give 11s a chance to catch our 
breath. Then it is likely that our arrangement ,vill once again beco1nc n1ore 
scl f-evid en t and intense. 
So have patience and believe me that I am serious about ,vorking \Vith you1 

that you hav c helped n1c a great d cal i- :.=i. n d th at your jud gm cnt is important for 
1ne and that I admire you. This, after all, is the only basis for intellectual 
cooperation. 
Il u t there is something else I m 11st tell you. I mu st coin p el you to put yourself 
in 1ny situation and Spitzer's so that you can understand our state of affairs. 
For t\VO years ,ve ho. ve been Jiving and ,vorkin g in n permanent state of n crvous 
tension. No\vherc else in the ,vorld docs anyone ,vork in such a situation. "\Ve 
are not putting our heads on the block, ,vhich ,vo11ld not be difficult- but 
youn;. Our rcspo nsibi Hty js not Hmite d just to ,v hat ,vc are doing; it is much 
greater. At the same tin1c the \Tcrlag is gro,ving ,vith breakneck speed, ah\rays 
,vi th the most j nten sc regard for quality. Our ,v ho1 e being is charged "' ith 
th is task; every conversation., C\T ery tl lOll gh t concerns it, even our entire pri ,Tate 
life. 
So is-it any ,vonder if not everything is ,vorking out as it should? ... 

'1.!. Sll 3 3 1 / i 3; Schneider to S. Schockcn~ 1 7.4.1936, pp.. 2-3, 
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In a fe,v ,veeks the Letters ,vill appear. bearing your narne on the 
title p~ge. 1 en-vy you that. "J"'here are fe,v books that arc as: beautiful or fine 
as th.is one. Gcneratjons to con1c ,vjll ,vonder at the life of th.is nrn.n as 
documented jn these Jcttcrs. Not on]y J e\vs, to ,vhonl jt is addressed) Lut all 
men. lVhate ver j rrit:ati on and trouble you have had on my account and 
Spitzcr~s ,\'ill .surely be transcended by the joy of hejng the pnbHsher of this 
book. 76 

I\T 

Shortly after the l\Tazis can1e to po\vcr~ lVlartin Buber told Lambert 
Schneider that authors and publishers ,vould have to ''lca.rn to live in 
the catacon1bs.,, He cxpl_aincd that '\vc ,vritcrs ,vill have to ,vrite so 
cleverly that the po,vers-that-bc ,vill not detect our opposition right 
off and collar us; to ,-vritc so clevcr1)T that 1nany people ·vvill have read 
us hcf ore ,ve can be called to account .. " 'ij Buber's strategy proved to 
be exceedingly apt. "fhe Hdissin1ilatedn Je,,rish con1111~1nity had been 
granted a partial autonon1y· in the conduct of its o,vn ~ff airs. Since the 
Je\VS ,vcre accounted to be unassin1-ilable.-the justification for their 
segregation in the first p1ace - they vlcrc spared "coordinationn 
(Gleicbscbaltuug) into the totulfrnrian Nazi state.1s The curious con-
sequence of this Nazi polic)T ,vas to provide the Je,-vs ,vith a ready1nadc 
c atacon1h ,v here in sorn e respects they \\' ere freer th an non-J e·w·s on 
the outside. 

For cx-an1ple, until the public sale of Je\vish nelvspapcrs \\1:ts pro~ 
hibited in 193 5, the scn1i-,vcckly Zionist paper Jiidiscbe Ruudsch({u 
enjoyed a large nc,vsstand circulation as the only surviving opposidon 
paper in Ger111-a.ny.1~ As for the Schockcn \ 7 erh!g, even -after it \Vas 
required to add the ,vords "Jiidischcr Buchvcrlagn to its imprint (to 
,varn a\vay· unsuspecting "Aryan'' readers) its books continued to be 
so1d to non-Jc,vs through a 1ict\vork of cooper::1tivc bookseUers that 

i:a SA 331/ 42 Schneider to S. Schocken 1 24.3.1935. 
t-:-Quoted in L. Schneider, RrcfJenscbaft, p. 38. 
~ll l"o son1 c J ei.\~s th~ s :i u tonom y seemed n1ore st:a L 1 e and secure than it 1a ter p ro-ved 

to he, F·or example see Herbert Ji'r~eden~s description in "A J e,vjsh The:3tre under 
the S,vTascika/' LBlY B1 1 ( 1956 ), 142.~14 3. 

-:o Robert '''cltsch, the editor of the Jiidi.scbe Nundscbir.u rcc;illcd th::1r ~1in the 
:first p e.d o<l of N a:z, rule it lVSI even po.i;.siblc to argue ,i., ich Nazi offi.ci als on the 
lines th:u J C\VS + , n1ust be allo,1·ed to express then1selres in ]iberal tern1s.,~ - since 
j t \VA s as a lien ] i bera ls that th c J e,vs ,rerc held to be ideologically urw.~irn1 la ble into 
the Gcnnan people. (R. ,:velrsch~ iritervie ... ,·t 7.8. r 969: :1nd Hintroducdon/' J,BJYB, 
I ( 1956), xx.xi.) 
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Schneideris ,vife had estahlished.80 In fact, until l93 7 the \T erlag 
operated \vi th rela ti ,-el y Ii ttlc cl ire ct Nazi in terf eren ce+ Ccnsorshi p 1vas 
capricious and haphazard. Die Judenbucbe hy Annette von Droste~ 
1-Iiilsho.ff ,vas confiscated by the Gestapo, but five other books ,vrittcn 
by 11011-Jc,vs escaped ~ny· action. 81 The edition of I(afka\; collected 
"\\ 7orks ,vas banned - apparently because Klaus i\1ann expressed his sur~ 
prise that it had not been - but the volun1e by Kafka jn the Biichcrci 
,vus not ,vithdra,vn ~nd ,vas never challenged, In 1938 the \T erl3g'~ 
pub1icntions sccn1 to have conic under -a. 1norc systen1atic scrutin) 7 , and 
the Gestapo confiscated all ,vorks by Itrfrz Baer 8nd Seln1::1 Stern and a 
de1nographic study by Heinrich Silhcrglcit.82 But other si1nilar histori~ 
cal \Vorks escaped a ]tkc fate~ 

Despite rhc \T cr1~gis succc~s in securing a re]ativc frccdorn for its 
operations \Vith.in the Jc,vish Hghetto', - and even circun1vcnting 
Nazi prohibitions against co1nmercc ,vith the non-J C\vish Yvor Id 
inevitnbly it also fc1t the forc:e .of the Nazi regirne. At the end of July 
193 7 the Schockcn \ 1 crlag \Vas notified that its n1en1bership in the 
Reichsschriftun1sk-a.m1ner l1ad been tern1inated, and that hence£ orth it 
,vouid be entirely under the jurisdiction of Reich Cultural Admin-
istrator I-Jans I-Iinkel., the Propag--anda i\1inistry,s special officer for 
Je,vish cultural affairs. 63 Appended to the notice ,vas a set of Icgula~ 

~I} lntc:rviC'w \-.+·h Lan1hcrt ~nd l\1arion Schneid(:r (8.9.1969 )., -Jnd l\L S11it:,i:c,r 
( 22+7. x 969). Aho :sec Schneider, U.echcnsc/Jrrf t, p. 4i. 

fr1-Die }rldenb11cf:Je appc~rcd ;is N ~1u1hcr 68 jn tl1e Ilucherei but ,vas co11fiscatcd so 
soon af lCr it appeared that its nL11nLcr \\'~S assigned to another vnlun1e. The other 
,vorls by non-Jc\vjsh. authors (all of ,vhich uppca red in the Biicherei) ,n::rc: 

Von der 1,~n~nckf1Jrtc1· Juden F crg{mgenhdt. Aus Johnnn Jacob Schud~s ~"Ji.hli-
schc 1\1crck·wLirdigkcitcni) ( t 7l 4 )~ ausgc·wal1lt und n1it e1ne111 N ach\vort vcrsch~n 
Yon E. Frisch. (Btichcrci 1 1 i.) 

A hdiru. Einc F.rzah1ung von Adr-dbert Stiftert mfr einem 1'h1chwon von l\1ilr-
garttc Susn1 n. ( 3 t ) 

Ferdinand Gregoro-vius. Der Gbetto u~~d die Judc11 in Rou1. i\-!it cin~n1 Gclcit-
,vort \'UU Leo Raeck. (46) 

J. G. licrdcr. Bliitter dcr JT orze-it. J\1it cinc1n Nadn,·ort Fritz B:.1n1bergcr, 
(60) 

Theodor .l\-iomrnse::n. Judtrea und die ]udcn. 11.1it cinetn Nach,Yort YOrl Eugen 
Taublcr. (70) 

6:! 1-Jeinrich Silbergleit 1 Die Bevolker11ngs- und Rcnlf sverh,.1ltnisse dr.r Jt£deu in1 
Deutscbt.'11 Reicb. Originally published in c930 by the .A kndc1nic fi.lr die 1~'issen-
schaft (lcs Judenturns in the Ak:adcmie \Terlag. 1~h~s ,vns one uf n number of the 
Acadc1uy,s publications that \\"ere acquired by the Schocl~cn \Tctbg. 

Hjnkd h~ld the post of Rcichsl~ultun,.,,·altcr in the Reichskulturk-anH11cri \\'ho::se 
president ,\'~S J o~cp h G oeh h c L~. G och b cl s :i 1 SG 11 chl the office of Reichsn1 inistc r f Ur 
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tions fo1· die Ver1~g's future operations, ,vhich required that the Ver-
lag lin1i t itself strictly to J e·'"v ish , vor ks (defined as ,v or ks h y Jc\ v ish 
authors) and that it distrihutc its books only to Je,vish readers. (This 
,vas the order that required the Schockcn \ 1 crlag to identify itself as 
a ''J udischer Ih1chvcrlag. '') s-1 

I--I i nkel had in tcr pre t e d his a pp o in tn 1 en t as Go eh h els~ special assistant 
for J c,vjsh cultural aJlairs in a constructive sense. Radler than 1ninrster~ 
ing over the liquidation of such activiticsJ he took it upon himself to 
expand then1. Thi5 , vas n1orc a matter of bureaucratic zeal than of any 
special Je,vish sy·n1pathics. I~Iinkel's 1nain function \Vas to serve as the 
official Nazi counterpart and super\=-isor of tl1e l(ulturbund deutsc11cr 
Jndcn, after 193 3 the general Jelvish organization for theater and 
1nusic.85 

In August 193 7 Spitzer arranged a conference at the PJopaganda 
i\1inistry· to clarify· the details of the nc\v rcgulationsJ ,vhcre he ,Yas 
1net by a.n assistant to Hinkel nan1eu Kochanolv~ky.. Kochaou,vsk) 7 

\V~s typici1 of a nun1ber of young Kaz.is ,vho had rc2d Je,vish 
authors of n Zionist bent and discovered apparent sin1il~ritics bct,vcen 
N 3 zi racial th eor i cs nn d the exposition of Jud n i sn1 in terms of a. J e,v ish 
Volk .. He exp1aincd to Spitzer that as a convinced National Socialist 
he favored the separation of the Je,vs fro111 the German people - but 
he rejected the vulg~r anti-Sen,itisnl of Der Stiir1ner -and insisted that 
Hdissitnilation" did not necessarily j1nply discrimination ag::iinst the 
Je,vs. Kochano\vsky expressed his syn1patl1y for the \Vritings of Buber 
ruid Roscnz,veig, and extended his respect for the Schockcn ,rcrlag~s 
authors to the Verlag itself. As Schneider described the intervic\v to 
Schock en: 

, 1 o]ksaufkrnrung und PropagarHfa. h- ,vas: in connectinn ,vith this .secrn1d po.st of 
Goebbels 1 that l:-IinkeJ ,,,as f urthcr d~_,;;;ignated 4iDer Sonderbeauftmgte des Reich~ 
minister~ fiir \i olks:-luflJarung und Propaganda fiir dle Ueben,·achung der im Deut-
sch en Reichsgc-oict gci:;;.r.ig und kultu.rell tatigen Nichtaricr.,, Sec I-Ians llinkeI ( c(l.)t 
Handbucb dc-r Reicbsku!turkmn1n.er (Il~rlin: Deutscher , 7 crlag fur Politik und 
l'ilirtsd1a[t 1 1 ~H 7 ), pp. r 3, 1 s. There is a copr of 1 Iinkcl"s notice to the Schockcn 
'':C:rhg in SA 3 3 1/91, dated 31 ~7.1937. 

'H 1 .. hcsc regulation~ are gi\Tcn jn a 'tRundschrdben :an die zun1 jiidiscl1en Bnch-
han<lcl _gehorenden Persone,1 und Untcrncluncn/" dated 30.7T1937. (SA 331/9!.) 
Note the adc:Hdon of this idcndryjng legend in the calendar reproduced in Figure 3. 

a;; Hinkeni acti\rftics in this connection arc described in 11 crh(:rt Frc(:dcn, ]iidische.t 
T/Jeatcr in l\•azidcuttchland. See especi'1Uy Chnptcr 5, HAd\Tocatus Dfoboli.'i Also jn 
the shorter, English version of Frccdcn's hook, HA Jewish The!;itre under the S,vas-
tika/' LBJYB 1 I ( 1956}! 153-155, 161. 
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The ,vor k u n ti J n O\V ,vas regarded ,,•it h r cspcct and :1 pp cars to be th oro ughl y 
d esirab 1 c. It ca tn c out that Il u bcr' s ,vor k and Il u b er hitnsd f nrc highly re-
ganJ cd, and tl1at lhere is nci hesitation about any of h.js books. At th.is point 
Spitzer broke in to make sure of Rosenz\vcig. He depicted RosenZ\vdg!s de-
Yclopm en t and Ji f e n nd found nl ore t lrn n a ttcn tiY c Est cncrs. . 

Schneider concluded that ''fundan1entally our output can continue 3S 

before." st 

Despite any rhetoric of "'dissin1Bation/~ nlost Nazis pursued ft pro-
gran1 of outright repression and ,verc not infl ucnced by any putative 
affinity bet,vcen Nazi and Zionist ideologies. The fact that the surveil-
lance of the Schocken \T crlag fell to son1cone ,vjth l(ochano,vsky,s 
attitude 111ade a crucial difference for its continued operation. 1--0 the 
extent that he ,v-as ahle., l(och-a.no,vsky shielded the V erlug fron1 inter~ 
fercncc and attempted to intervene on its heh-alf in its dealings ,vith 
other N2zi authorities. But the protection that a Kochano,vsky could 
offer \Vas 1ncager, and the deterioration of the general J e,vish situation 
in Germany unavoidably bore jn on the Schocken \ 7 erlug as ,veil. 

The end came s\vjftly. In June 1938 Spitzer estimated jn a letter to 
Schockcn that the \T er lag n1ight be able to contjnue its norn1al oper-
ations for one 111ore year .. 81 A month latcr 1 in the 1niddle of July, Theo-
dore Schocken reported to his fat her that Spitzer no,v hoped to be able 
to leave Ger1nany by· the end of 193 8. Schocken,s son also discussed 
the possible necessity of terminating the Ver1ag,s activities ,vhen Spit~ 
zer departedr 8~ I-Iitler's ~ggrcssivc srance to,vard Czechoslovalda made 
Spitzer) a Czech citizen~ increasingly anflious to leave Gcrn1uny,, and in 
Scpten1 b er he b cgan n1a king fin al plans to en1i grate to Pa] estine. erJ 

To,vru.·d the end of the month he reported to Schockcn that he had 
begun to 111akc arrangen1cnts for the transfer of the \Ter1ag,s book 

SA 3 31/1 l ! Schneider to S. Schocken, 12 .8. 193 7. 
The ex i ~tence of this curious d mi rnti on for certain J e\vj sh \V rj ters: by a f e,v 

younger Nazis. ,vas confirmed in jntcrvic\VS ·with J\f. Spitzer ( 7+7. t969 ), Siegfried 
I\1o.~cs (23.7.[969)i Robert ''-'eltsch-,vho ~s editor of the Jiidiiche R1111drc/Ja11 also 
de~lt "-''ith Kochanowsl..J-7 (7.8.1969), s.nd Lambert Schneider (8~9, 1969). All thes~ 
people stressed thnt the number of such Nazis wa~ ve1·y srnall, and Dr. A1oscs cmpha-
s ized th l t this ideological tendency ,va s ne \Ter th c b~ sis: for n }' sign ifi cantl v in-
fluential, cohcrcn t policy.. " 

n SA 331/ 43~ Spitzer to S. Schockcnt 17.6. [938, p. t, 
tt!I SA 33 r/43: T. Schocken to S. Schock-en, r 4.7.1938. A]so sec ihid+: T. Schocken 

to ST Schockcn, I 5 .. 7.1938. 
SA 33 t/ 43 Spitzer to S, Schocltcn~ t6.9.1938. 
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stocks to Palestinet and added the nc\VS that Schneider had been c2l1ed 
up for 1nilitfil""y service a fe\v days bcfore.~0 

As it happened! Spitzcr's attclnpts to liquidate the \7 erlag in an 
orderl) 7 \l'a)r ,vcre inticipated hJ7 events. On 9 Noven1ber 1938, 
"l(ristalluncht/' ,vhatevcr ,vas stiH left of a catac_o1nb caved jn. Syn-
agogues ,vcrc burned, offices ra1ded1 and large nun1bcrs of Jc,;,vs 
arrested .. 1 The Schocken \T er lag ceased publishing. 0~ 

After l(1·istalhutcbt Spitzer ~tten1ptcd to salvage as n1uch -as possible . 
of the \ 1 erlag's unsold stocks of books. Officially, Jc\vish publishers 
,v CTe req uircd to transfer their stocks tu th c I( ul tu r bun d d cu tsch er 
Jud en, n o,v under i n1 tncd i ate N n zi con tro 1. Never th clcss, S pi tzcr per-
su ad cd l(ochano,vsky to allo,v the sale of a large part of the \Tcrlag's 
books to a. foreign buyer.. Evidently· Kochano\vSk)r cooperated be-
c2use he \vas u1nYilling to sec the \Ter]agJs stocks sinJp1y· confiscated 
1Pia the Kulturbund, and because the sale ,vould bring payn1ent in hnrd 
currency· to the Nazis. At first Schockcn hesitated to make the pur-
chase. He doubted ,vhether there ,vould be a 1narket for the \T erlag's 
Ger1nan books in Palestine, and he ,vas reluctant to pay the sun1 that 
the Nazis den1andcd. Nevcrt11cless in the end he agreed to the transac-
tion, in effect buying his o,vn books fro111 himself.~3 Spitzer finall)r 
left for Palestine in 1\1arch 193 9.0-t 

The Schockcn Verlag is tod~y survived by offspring that Schocken 
established in Israel and A111crica. In l 93 5, a year after taking up 

t1.• SA 131/ 43: Spitzer to Sr Schockent 2li.9.1938. 
Schn~ider return~d by the end of October. Dudng the "'ar he \Vas ~ble to con-

tjnuc publishing in the I~n1bc1·t Schneider \ 7 er]~g. In 1945 he rnovccl his Verlag to 
Heiddbcrg 1 its present location. S-ee L. Schnddcr, Rec/Jenrc!Jaft~ pL1ni111~ Schneider 
died in 1970. 

111 By .some quirk, the Schockcn ,,. crbg office ,vas overlooked and it \Vas: one of the 
fc,v nm. jor J en•j:,h offices to J"(:1nain open. It ·was used by other organizations, 3nd 
s en·cd as :a ccntra i com ~n n nic a ti ons point. ( i. Spitzer, intcrdc,v, ii. 7. I 969.) 

;~ Although l-Icrnrnnn Cohcn"1s Briefe~ the las.t voln1nC'. in the llucherei (number 
9:2 ) , 1-va~ dated l 9 J 9, it actu 11 y appeared in the faIJ of 19 3 8. 

1nter,Tie\vs ·wjth G. Sphot 30.7.1969; l\il. Spitzer, 7.7.r969 and 2.:.7. 1969; also sec 
l\ 1. Spitz.er, "D 1e Nov cn1b rrta ge 1938 i m Sch oc ken- \T er Ia.gt 1H B [ I\ 1i tte i 1 u ngsbh1tt J, 
IVocbcn.z.eitung des Jrguu Oley A.fc:r.~a.r Europa (Tel Atriv ), X1..rx:I: 45 (8.11 .. 1963 )i 
3· 

D, Spitzer senfod jn J erus:1lem, and opened his O'\l'n publishing house, Tar.shjsh 
Hooks, ,,, h ich is :still in op er~ tion. From 194 5 to 1 960 J 1 c \1r or kc<l as Directo l' of the 
publishing department of the J e,vi.sh_ Agency. Sec Tsr~d Soifer~ HDr . .i\lauricc Spitzer; 
Pioneer of the Judajc Ilook Arr,'"' I'ublis/Jcrl lVeekly, 4 Scpt~muer 1967". 
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residence in Palestine, Schocken purchased the Hcbre,v daily Hat1retz 
in '"'f el /\.viv, and ,vithin the next fc\v years cstabljshed the Schockcn 
Publishing House in Jerusalen1 and Tel Aviv. In 1940 a fund-raising 
mission for the Hebre\ 1{ University brought Schockcn, the Chairman 
of the University's E,xecutive Council, to the United States.9 :5 His 
exp c.rie nee th ere convinced hin1 that n1uch of the Ver Jag' s prognun 
,vould he appropriate in A111crica~ and in 1945 he established the 
publishing house of Schocken Books in Ne,v York.&r~ 

At least initiall)r the publications of the Berlin V crlng provided a 
core of titles for the lists of both the lsrncli nnd American houses. Jn 
each case, ho,vever; there has since been a great deal of expansion, and 
,vhilc Judaica still for1ns an i1nportant part of both .fir1us~ output, e2ch 
has developed extensive publication progr~n1s in other aieas. Ncvcr-
thcle::;s, both still bear the in1print of their or1gins in the Verlag, and 
continue to the present the tradition established by its fonncler4 Sa.linan 
Schocken died in 1959, after -a distinguished career of singular in1-
portance .. The 1ne111ory nnd the heritage of his achievement survive 
hi1n. 

APPENDL~: ll URL 1 SI I ING STA 1·1 Sl'ICS 

There is no syste111atic or complete record of sales figures for the \i erlag's 
pub 1 icn ti ons in the \T erla g Archive in J erusa 1 en1. 1-Io,v ever, at th c tirn e that 
the ,r crla g , \ras placed lln d er t 11e ju risdi cti on of the Pro pagan dn 1\1 inistry it 
,vas required to compile a }jsr of the hooks th-at it h~d published, ,vith the 
nu1nhcr of copies printed. (SA 331/9i: Spitzer to Hinkel, 9.8.1937. Anlage 
l.) This list is. the basis for the infon11ation given here. 

In cases ,v here a second or third printing of a. volume ,v'15 ord crcd~ it can be 
assumed thf'Lt the earlier printings had been sold out. For series publications-
the Buchcrei volumes and Ah11a11~1c/Js-it can Le assun1rd that the size of the 
pd nt in g Of one VO l UIIl C rcfl ected th C sa] CS Of previous on esr 

The duta f o.r the Ahuanrrch :;ire: 

Volun1e 

1 
11 

Year 
5694/r933 
5695/1934 

Nuu1ber of copies printed 
8,000 

Jo,ooo 

1:1:; Sc c S. 1\ 1 oscsi ''Sa 1 man Sch oc.: ken!'" pp. B 8-89~ 9 6-98. 
[IIJ See SA 303-: S. Schocken to 1--. Schockcni l 0.12.. 1945., pp. 4-j, A short account 

of the history of the Nc\v York fir1n 1nar be fo11nd in Theodore Schocken, [lSdtoc~ 
ken Books~ Tv~'cnty-fivc "I{ e~rs of Judaica PL1hlishi11g in A1ncrjcat Jtrdafr;c, Rook 
Ne'l.vs, FAll/V~'intcr, 197 l/57 32 • pp. 10-33. 
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ITJ 5696/ 1935 8.poo 
I\' 5697/1936 7,;00 
V 5698/l937 7,000 
VI 5699/1938 81000 

(Infornlation for 1938 from SA 331/13: \ 7er]ag to S. Schocken, 4.10.1938. 
''"\~lir h11ben von der Gcsamnluflagc {8000 Expl.} bishcr 4000 Exen1p1arc fest 
verkauf t. 1i) 
The declining sales of the Abnanacb 1nay re.fleet the decrease in the Jc,vjsh 
population in Gcrnrnny in these yearsi from about 500,000 in 193 3 to about 
350,000 in mid-193 8. 1"'o sonic extent, increas~d export s::ilc.-i cnrnpensated for 
this decline in readership. 

Fir.st printings of volumes 1n the BOcherei usually ran to 4iOOO or 5,,000 

copies. Only eight of the _books iri this se1'ic.s ,vent to a second printing, :3.nd 
only one ,vent to a third. (Th.is ,vas Buber 1s 100 Cbnssidisc/Je Gescl:ticbten1 

?\"!umber 4 in the series, ,·vhich h-ad a tot9} printing of about 10,.000 copies.) 
The latest vo]umc in the Buchcrci to be reprinted ,vas edition of the Pass-
over l!aggadah (Nurnhcr 54) 1 \\Thich first appear-cd in 1936 and ,v~s reprinted 
• 
Hl 1937r 

The Strauss:-Gfatzer Lesebucb ,vas printed in :ihout 5,500 copies, and the 
Peel Bericbt ,,·as printed in about 4,500 copies, In gencrali prjntings of books 
of less populnr interest ran to one or r,,·o thousand copies. T"'"O sm:1H Hehrc,,• 
volumes ,vcre printed in i 50 copies ca.ch. 

To judge the relative significance of these numbers the foHo,vjng figures are 
of son1e hdp: 

As of October 1935,. the pr~ss runs for the three kading Jew"ish ne,vspapcrs 
in Germany ,,,.ere: 

C .. V.-Zeitung 
J iidisc/:Je llundscbau 
Ge111ciJ1de-Rlatt der jiidischen 

Ge111ei11dc, Berlin 

(Yvceldy) 
(semi-, veckl y) 

(,vcckly) 

40.,000 

34.,100 

(The CT 1r,-Zcit1n1g, the org1n of the Ccntrrllv·erein dcutschcr Staatsburger 
ji\dischen Glaubcns, and the J iidiYc!Je Ru11dschau, the organ of the Zionistischc 
Verejnigung fiir Deutschland, ,vould have appealed largely to separate sets of 
readers and their combined circulation ,vould he a c1oser indication of tot-al 
possib]e n.gtion:11 ne\\·spaper sales than either one's taken separately.) 
Data from Philo Lexikou ( 19 3 7). A]so see i\1argaret T. Ji:delhci1n-i\-·luchsami 
~~The J e;.vish Press in Gennany..'' LBJ YB, I ( IQ 56) ! 163~176. The circulation 
figures given th~re ( on pp. 17 5~1 76) differ sHghtly from those Ji seed in the J 93 7 
Philo Lexiko11. 

Probably the b~'it index for the Schockcn \'erlag's publication figures j5 
provided by the printing history of the Philo Le:dko-n. 1"'hjs "handbook of 
Jc,vish kno,,rlcdgc 1' Vlas: pubHshed by the Phl]o \Terlag,, the publishing agency 
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of the Cen tra. l v crei n de u tsc her Staa tsb ii rgc r j iidj ~c hen G 1 sub ens:. 
,vord to the fourth edition gives the fol lo,vin g data: 

The Fore-

First printing ( 1-15 thousand) 
Second pr j nting ( l 6-i r thousand) 
Third printing <=~ 2-2 6 tho11sand) 
Fourth printing (27-31 thousand) 

November, 193 4 
i\{arch, 1935 
December. 1935 
l\la.rch, 19 3 7 

In vi e,v of the popular n aturc of the Phi Io Lexi kon it seems rcaso nab] c to 
suppose th-at book sales in the neighborhood of 30,000 copies ,vould represent 
a near-saturation of the market for J C\Vish books. Against th1s figurc 1 sales of 
51000 to 1 o 1000 (as in the case of the A ln1mtrc./Js and so inc of the B lichcrei 
volumes) comp are q uitc f avora bi y. 
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Ivon GUEST is nn Eng ]i ~h ] a,vycr and a d isti n guishcd historian of the ni 11 et ecn th-
. cent ary ball et; of more than a dozen boo ls on the subject that he has ,vri ttc n i 
the most recent is Fanny Elssler., ,vhich ,vas published in 1970 by T. L. Black 
jn England and by the ,,.r es1eynn Uni ven:;ity Press in the United States. 

I-I1::Lc1-,~ E. I-IA\VOlfJ'H, A~~oi.:iate Professor of English at the Uni,rersity of ''{ater-
100~ is the author of a number of articJcs on K-catsi including j~~merson's 
Kc~tst \\rhich appeared in the January 1971 issue of the I-IARVARD LIDRARY 
IlULLETJN, 

LEo l\l. KA1sER js Professor of Classical Studies at Loyola University of Chicago. 

AKIKO j\,iURA.~ATA has been a FcUo,v :in A1ncrican Studi-cs at Snlith Co1lcgci a 
Research Assistant at George ,vashington Universityj a Predoctoral Intern 
at the Smithsonian Institution,. and a 1~eac.hing Assistant at Harvard; her 
dissErtation at George \.\ 7nshington ( 197 c) ,v:1s ''The Selected Letters of ]Jr .. 
,~l il 1 iam Sturgis Bigclo,v.'' 

STbPIIEN l\1. PoPPE.L is a grmlua.tc student at I.Jarva rel, \\rhcrc he is ,yriting a dis-
sertation on "Nationalism and Id en tit)'; Gennan Zionj s1nt 1 8 97-1 9 3 3 . ') 

FR1Tt", ll F.:DL 1cn is the author or cd i tor of a score of vo 1 urn cs :1 n d of numerous 
artic1cs, inc]uding contributions to several previous jssues of the I-IARYARD 

L1BRARY IluJ.T£TIN, his Steeped in Two Cultures:, A Selection of Essays, ,vas 
published in 1971 by 1-Iarpcr & Ro\\r_ 

CoRRIGENDUl\1 

In the October I 971 issue (XX: 4J 4 3 6 ''"Br-o,vniag's ~sic.:ilfan Pastoral,/ ,i by 
John i\1aynard )1 the orjginal rn::inuscript of Bro,vning~s '~Sici1inn Pastorati' 
should have been dcscriucd as a part of the An1y 1.,o,.,rcH Collcctiont ,vhich js 
no,v houstcl in a specjal roou1 in the Houghton Library. 
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