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Mercier's L'A11-2440: 
Its Publishing History 

During the Author's Lifetin1e 
Everet I C~ '\'ilkie, Jr. 

I.THOUGH in 1960 Patterson ,vas correct in stating that '4not 
n1uch of rca] va]uc has been pub]ishcd on I .. ouis-Srbastien 

· J\1erciert•t since then nun1erous efforts have been n1adc to 
assess correctly his place and inAucncc in European litera-

ture. !v1 uch of this study has concentrated on i\1erci er as a pre-
Ron1an tic figure~ as a dramatist, and as an inHuence on German 
li tcraturc and philosophy. 1\1 crcier's uLopia n novc], L 'A 12 deux 1n if le 
quat re ct;zt quara11 te (/., 'A 11 2440)J has also attracted interest. 

lvlcrcicr scholarship has, ho,vcvcr, taken place 1n a bibiiographical 
vojd_ The bibliographics of I/An 2440 (and of J\-·1erc1er in general) 
ejther f a1l to record editions that exist or err by listing gho~ts, i~e . ., 
editions or printing~ that never ex1stcd+ 2 Exan1ples of both failings 
arc nun1crous. As a result, the degree of popularity of {.,'Au 2440 has 
not been clear. flollcmct for exarnpleJ rcn1arkcd, Hfl y eut onze 
editions du vjvant de l'autcurt 3 \vhcn jn fact there had been eleven 
editions by 177 6, and· n1an y n1ore by .i\1erci er's death in 1814. Clarke 
committed a sicnilar error \vhcn he stated that the hook "ran to 
seventeen cdjtions in f'rench.'t~ 

1 1-{el('n Tclnpk P.atu.:r5un, Poetic Gem:sii: Srbmticn i\lcrtit'r iuJ() Vfrttir l /ugo, Stud1cs on 
''oltaire and the Fightc::enth Ccnturr, No. ]] (Gene\·:.: lnstitut ct 1\luscc \,.o1tairc, l960), p. 
48. 

2 l"hc numerous: bibliographies th::n I.st l/An 2440 and other of l\1crcicr1s worls may be 
found follo,ving my introductlon, The rnost nearly compktc bibliography or J\h.:rcicr).s 
works: is 'T. V. Bcnn•s, \vhich is still in n1anuscript. I ,.,,•ould lik(; to express my gratihnk to 
Profcsso r 13 c.:nn for his pat icn t and schn larl r n ssi st n nee in th c preparation of the p rcscn t 
\\."Ork. 

l /Jictinmulir~ d'm, po(ygraphc {Paris: Union g~nf:r.ale d1l:dit ions, I97B), p. 9. 
-1 ] • F. Clarke~ 'J'ht· "/air of the Ft1turr1from thf Begi,ming to the Pre.rtul l)a_1·, 3rd t.--d. (London: 

Library Association~ 197R), p. ~i\'. 
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Inadequate bibliographical ,vork has .also contributed to underval-
uing /....'A 11 2440 in relation to lvlcrcicr's other \Vorks, especial1y tht 
Tableau de Paris. Considerable crjtical and historical attention has been 
focused on the Tableau and the influence it had on later French nov-
elists, ,vho round in it details about cightccoth-ccotury Paris \vhic h 
they then incorpora tcd, usnall y silently, into their O\YTI ,vorks. 5 1\.1auzi 
~umn1cd up the consensus ,vhen he said, "Son chef d ,oeuvre est le 
Tableau de Jl1ris ( 1781), qui cut un prodigieux succes/~6 Such a state-
1nent gives a ,vroog in1prcssion, for l\1crcicr's '£prodigious success'' in 
his lifetime ,v.as I/An 2440, not the 1ableau, \vhich, though popular~ 
so]d far 1nore slo\\1ly~ In fact, L 'An 2440 ,vas one of the genuine best 
sellers of the eighteenth century. 

The Jack of bibliographical ,vork has also Jed to the publication of 
questionable n1odcrn editions. Those edited by Trousson and by 
llons' ,vcrc both based on unna1ned a~d unident~fied sources, and 
·their editors confessed their confusion ahout the real firsl edition of 
the lexL Similar]y, Hoopcr~s l~nglish translation of 1772 has been 
t\vicc reprj n ted in facsin1ilc ~incc 197 4 ,vithout cff orts to dctcrn1ine 
\vb ether it ,vas based on an adcq u ate text.~ 

5 Patterson's study (note ]} rem:1ins the:: mosl cxtc.:nsivc.: in,1,.-:;tiga.tion into the French 
Ji ffusion of ~icrcicr~s work~. Ste a!~o Gtn~\-ic-,·e Bollcmc, 1'r .'Atlil udc des rc~listcs ]~cgard 
{l c .. \{ ere ccr ." in Lrmir-Sfbosl ien A f ertitri prtcu ~·tu r ii .Sll for l tl m: 1 a-m·c dt!.r doc u mf1r ts inidi ts~ R re z~ei ! 
,fit udcs su r tinjluencr de A fercirr-. ed. l-1 c-nna nn }-J ofcr (l\hrn ic h: Fink l 197 i), pp. 251-2 66; and 
Samuel Lutz, ~1Qudq ucs &host in J..rwiJ-TSebllltie1J /i.1rrder, pp. 285-300 . 

. 6 Robert i\1m.1zi1 /. 'ldre du himheur danJ In liutrnturt t!t la pentle Jnmrui~e.r; ou Xl'lllr siedr. 
Jrd ed. (Pads: Al'lnand Coltu, 1967)1 p. 43 7, nOtl.: 8. Not C\'LT}' \\Tih..:r trns sharl"J J\·lauzi's 
opinion on a 11 aspc-crn of L TA n 244 0 n d the: 'J ublfa u. G. J\:-ignut, Di, t imm(I in:, rit ique I lit I erai re, 
cJ Nbfiogra,i/Jique dei principa10.-h-....1rtJ tondamnis fJU ftu, supprillliJ ou Cfnsurfr: prfude £fun discours 
su r err sort rs d~ oui;._irngts { Pa tis: Ht nou a rd, 18 06}, I] 1 3 06, s::.y s of l 'A n 2440: ., ] l a ll e:rn coup 
plus tnerit~ iFct re l'ocil dr la po!ir:c qur k 1abfr~u dr Paris, a cause des opinions h1rdics 

1·1 f" " qu 1 rcnic-rmc ..•. 
7 Raymond Trou~son's \\':"I~ puh1i~luxl in PAtis: J)oc-ros, 1971. Al::tin Pons's edition, which 

included sections: from the thrce-\'oltune exp:lndc-d c:rlhion, wa~ puhlis;hc-d 111 P,1ri~: Adel~ 
]977. . 

8 Ne\\' York & London: (-iarfond, 1974, ~nd Bo.1aon: (Trc-gg, l97 i. A foc:sin,ilc or the 
Pbiladdphi:1, I 7() 5 edition was published in 197 J by Kdk-y of Clifton! Ne\\' Jersey. 
N umt.Tous rcpulJ!ications of \'arious editions ha\·c taken place a~ part of 1nicrofilm5ng pl'oj-
l'Ct!i. Some editions are available, for ex-ample, in the mtcrofiln-. of the Goldsmiths' and l{rt:~~ 
Ji br ri cs; ot h l"!rs a re or, the mi c roca rds of the bool.:s represented in E \.'3 ns1 American h tl )l i~ 
ogra p h y. ·The pt I hi i r..:.i • i m I in 111 icrufi h II uf D LI "kc\ u t upi a {:ulkc t [u n. l1 as mad l:" :;c\·cra 1 m urc 
editions ~\·atlable. l·J ;ichet tc:: hjs n::-p\1l1lid1cd a 17~6 edition on microfiche, and Sl~t~inc has 
pu!J!ishcd a facsimile reprint of one of the An VJJ ,·arfants. The first German translation is 
~1~0 avaibl.,le in .-=t critical edition as p.-:.rt 50 of Ph:1ntr-tstischr. Ilibliothek, Frankfurt ::tm :\1a tn: 
Suhr"karnp., 1982. 
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F~vcn the pub] ication date of the first cd ition has not been ~de-
q ua tel y scru tinizcd by 1\1crcicr scholars. YVhcrcas J\1ercicr sornctin1es 
~tatcd that the novc] ,vas first publi s hcd In 17 70 J the on]y kno,Yn 
early erl h ions have i rnpri nts reading 17 71 . The dine-honored cone I u~ 
sion for rcso]ving the conflict has been that the no\·cl ,vas pulled off 
the press so late in 17 70 that it ,vas dated I 7 7 I , the year it \\·nu]d 
n.ctuaJly he sold. i\-·Iart in, 1\-'lylne, and Frautschi repeat this conclusion~ 
"J\'ou~ crayons done gue rouvrage a pu etre public en 1770, proba-
b]cn1cnt vcrs 1a fin de lJanncc., n1ais qutH portait deja la date de 1771 _rn·) 

Pons a I so su bscril.Jcd to this intcrpn.:ta tion: uPcut-ctre l 'ou ,Tragc a-t-i] 
etc in1primc clan~ Jc~ derniers jour~ <le I7i0? Quoi qu'H en soit, J\1sagc 
constant. est de donner a cette prein i ere edition ]a date de 17 7 0 .n rn 
fJcspitc evidence to the contraryt scholarly practice has 1nadc the 
.supposed 1770 edition of this novel an enduring l.Jib]iographical ghost. 

lvluch of the rnystery surrounding the publication of the first edi-
llon \\!as occ3sioncd by 1\.-tcrcicr hin1sc]ft ,vho in sonic places left the 
in1 prcssion that it \\'as first published in 1770 but 1 n others that 177 I 
is the correct date. I-I c stattd in ./eaJ1-_jnr:q11es Roussct1u ( 17 89) that he 
forcsa\v the J-;'rcnch Re,·o]ution nineteen years previously; this \vould 
n1akc the date l 770. In the H~A.vis de rautcur'"' of the Ii86 edition of 
the novel, he stated outright that the book \Vas first published in 1770., 
an as scrtion rep ca tcd j n his 179 2 f 'ict frJHJ 1nora!es (I, xi ii). On the other 
hand, he rcn1arkcd in the prcfi1ce to the i\n \-'II edition of the novel 
that it ,vas firs1 pu hli shed c \Venty years before, i. c . ., in 17 71 . I-I e 
restated that date 1 n the Ji st of his \Vorks appended to yo]u me three 
of that edirjon. Such confusion on the part of an author is son1e,v hat 
hcn1usi ng 1 cspccia 11 y since the sta tcmcnt in Fic:t ions 1nnrnles a l.~o says 
the ,vork ,vas "irnpri n16 sous n1es yeux'' (I, xi ii). The on] y consistent 
pjccc of inforn1ation in a1l this i." that J\1ercicr noted the \\'ork \Vas 
first pd nted in ~A. n1stcrdatn by \ 1a n I-Iarrcvc] t. 

J\1crcicr's o,vn confusing statcn1cnts aside, other facts ~uggcst first 
pu blicat1on in 1771 rather than in 1770. First, literary observers of 
the ti1ne du not report seeing any copies of the \Vork unti] ,vcl1 into 
17 71 The earliest kno\\ 1n n1cntion in print is by J. .. ouis })ct it de 
Bachau n1unt in his A1hnoirt's ltxrt."tJ+ Under l he date ] 6 August 17 71 , .... 
he snvs! 

9 Angu~ J\la rtin, Vi\'icnnc: G. i\ lylrn:,, and Richard Frautschi, !1ib/i,1Kraphir du ,:otrt 
1l)1,U111fsfJ m: fn11lfti in:, I 7 5 J-1 SOO { I ..ondo 11; .\-1 ans ell; Paris~ f< ra net: J :x pans ;on~ 19 7 7) p. 164. 

•0 Hl\1me de l'cdtteur 1" L 'An dfll.l' miflr qualrf uni qm1nn1/e-(Paris~ Add~ l 977)~ p. i. 
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IJ paro!t un 11ouvcau Livre sous le titre baroque de l 1An J)eux A1clh: QuaJre Cnu 
Quart11ttt:, RC--1.,-e lil fl] flu janu1i.r, a\·Cc CCllC cpigraphc: IA: ten1s p1fsrnl (.-i;f gros de ravenirr 
LEJBN JTZ. La Preface est ccrire d1un ton ficr & suhlin1c. Le rcste est une cspect 
d1Apocalypsc, qui dcn1andc hl:aucoup de discussion. 

1\1adan1e * * * l ,vriting on 1 Decen1bcr 1771 in the Grimn1/Diderot 
Corrcspoudancc lit tert1ire noLes: "11 para tt un ouvragc in-8° de q uatre 
cent seize pages in1prjn1c a L.ondrcs 1 intitu]c l'A u deux n1ille quatre cen/ 
qunrante. l1 est tres rigoureuscmcnt dcfcndu, et par consequent trcs 
vi\~ement rcchcrche sans doutc par ccla 1nen1e qulon ne peut sc Jc 
procurer facilen1ent.'_' 'fhus, unless one is \vjJling to admit that uoth 
Bacha un1ont. and ]vi adan1c * * * Sa\V an edition \Vi th the date 17701 

an edition that has not sur \1 jved, the contc1nporary evidence suggests 
1771 as the date of first publication. 

Evidence about the tii11c seq ucncc in ,v h ich !\1ercier ,vrote the 
novel also points to 1771 as the actual publ1cation date of the first 
edition .. Sever al allusions in the ,vork itscl f confirrn that i\1ercier ,vas 
sti11 at \vork on the noveJ g uitc ]ate in 17 70, and their progression 
through the chapters is significant in lha t L hey provide a chrono]ogy 
of the book's con1posjtion .. In chapter 3 7, he decries the disastrous 
accident at a disp]ay of firc\vorl{s on 30 l\1ay 1770 during iVlarjc 
1\ntoinette's ,vcdding festivities. In a note to chapter 40, he mentions 
the s hortagc of bread during the severe ,vi ntcr of 1770. Thus, J\·f ercier 
\Vas a pparcn tl y stil] \\1or king on the 1 ast ch a pters of the novel la tc in 
1770 .. 

1Vlore ,..i n1 portantl y1 in chapter 42 J\1 ercier al I udes to \loltairc's 
poe,n., "F.,pitrc au Roi de ]a Chine, sur le llccucil de vcrs yuJi] a fait 
inlpr~n1eL,, '"fhc car1icst kno\vn nlention of the pocn1 is about 10 
7\Jovern her 17 70, in a I ctt er (no\\' Jost) fron1 \ 1o1ta ire to F'rcdcrick I 1. 
It seenls u n I ikc] y that l\1 ercicr gained kno\v ledge of the pocn1 there, 
for he echoes its first 11 ne, "H.c~ois 1ncs con1plin1cn s, cha rrnant roi de 
la (~hinc.n T,vo possibilities can account for ?vlercier1.~ detailed kno,v-
Jcdgc of the poe1n. First, lvlcrcicr could hnve read the "·hole poern in 
A bnt1JJflJ...'h des nutses (Paris: ])c] a 1 a in, 17 71) l on pages 145 -149; this 
pn h l ication \\'Ou Id have appeared very late in ] 7 70 or very ear] y in 
1771. If j\1crcicr follo\vcd his usual custo1n, he ,vould indeed have 
been reading this ,vork son1etin1c in January: 1'On sJoccupe de ce 
rccuei] lcs qu1nze pretnicrs jours du n1ois de janvier; puis, sen1blables 
n certai ns j nsectes cphcni crcs, i l pal it et di sparott. l n I] If this is in fact 

LL Ta hlcau de Paris {Amst(..Tdam 1 17 82-1 i 81), VJ, 134-13 5. 
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· ,vhcrc l\1ercier read Lhe poen1, he ,1ssuredly did not puLlish his nove] 
untjl 1771 w ()n the other hand, ~1erc1er c:ou ld have encountered the 
pocn1 in one of the nun1erous nun1uscript versions that reached }Jaris 
before the rnidd le of 1\1 ovcrnhcr. '"rhe G ri nun/Diderot Correspondanct: 
on ] 5 I\1ovelnb~r I 771 notes that the poen1 ua dcjn ete copiec 111il1c 
fois peut-etre depui~ qu'cllc c~t arrjvcc a })aris.'l (;i\Tcn J\1ercier's 
Ji terary connccLions, it is not u nli kc I y that he knc\v of the poen1 in 
K ovcn1l.Jcr 17 70. 

[yen if he did read the porn1 in n1id-Novcn1hcrl the n1ention of it 
is car] y 1 n a Jong cha pt er. i\ f tcr that, he ~tiH had t\\'U others ]ef t to 
\Vrite. l-1 e then had to send the text to An1stcrdam, perhaps even find 
a publisher, a process that could have been con1p]icatcd by the n1ani-
f est] y i l1cgal nature of the book. Then J the book had to be prj ntcd, 
and the tit1c page and prc]iininary leaves ,,,ould have uetn printed 
last. 1 t is true thar if 1\.-1 ercier had been sending chapters to the printer 
as they \\'ere co1npleted~ if the printer hnd heen printing them as they 
arrived, and if IVlercier had finished the last chapters t7uickly, the 
book could have appeared in 1770. 12 1-Io,vcvcr, to n1akc such a scenario 
plausible, confirnultion that 1\-lcrcicr \\'as ,vorking on the nove] at a 
frenetic pace in hs la.st stages is required. The evidence is uthcr,visc. 
Jvlcrcier states in a nore to chapter t \VO that ,vork on the novc] "'as 
begun in l 768~ This piece of information is corroborat·ed by a Jetter 
to his friend the poet Antoine-l..eon:-1rci Tho1nns on 22 June 1768 in 
\\'hich he states: "Jc trava.illc au Jong reve de r.A.n deux n11lle guatre 
cent g uara ntc. J 'ai dcj a 1n is a profit pl usieurs de vos idees et je ne 
n1anyucrai pas de vous rc111cttrc rouvrage pour en recevoir d\111t"res 
qui rn\::nAan1n1c-nt d'un fcu nuuvcau.~Jn i\-lcrcicr does not appear ever 
ro have been in great haste to \\Titc his novr1; if he indeed sent it for 
l~ho1n~1s 10 pcrusct it ,vuu]d sccn1 quite unlikely that it ,vas pub]ishc<l 
in 1770. 

1\lso of jntcrest in estahlishing the puhlication dat.e of the hrs1 
edition of L'An 2440 is its influence on \Vieiand's Der grJldeue Spiegel~ 
Pusey ren1arks that \\Tic]anlrs acyuaintancc ,vith L'An 2440 dates 
fron1 6 January 1771 and further notes that Der goldrne ~JJJt'f!f"I '\vas 

12 Com nm n ~ens~ 11 rgu cs again st this tJ re, be-cat I se a pub I c lu.:r wo u Id proh;i h I}' 
h~\·c been hr-!iitant to <.·omn1it himself to a ,vor~ of indeterminant l~nglh. 

13 Quotc-d in ]..ton Bfdanl, ScbtlJiia: Ahrcier: sa -virt son aa,vfl\ sou ,,.:mpfi {l1apres drs 
d01.:11nu11tr iuldi1r {Paris: Ch:1nipinn, 1903}, p. 76. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXXII, Number 1
(Winter 1984), 

l'/111 2440 1 1 

\Vrittcn partly before and part1y after the sun1n1lT of 1771.'1 H Pusey 
cannot explain ,vhy uon]y the latter halflli uf the novc] sho\vs the 
inAucnce of a ,vork supposedly published in 1770. The fact is that 
\Vicland)s first n1ention of ?viercier's no\'el is in a Jetter of 6 January 
1772, not 1771: ul./annec 2440 est un iivre exccl]ent gui 1nerite des 
sta rues, ct qui n1critcra a son a utcu r unc place a Bicctrc, s'i] est 
dccouvcrLH 16 (Soph ic van I. .. a Roche ,vas, in accordnnce "·i th \Vic-
1 and 's request of 8 January 1770, sending French n1atcrial as it 
appeared in l•rancc.) 17 ~fhis further suggests that LJAu 2440 actuaHy 
can1c out in the su1nn1er of I 771. 

Just as there is confusion about the date of the first edition, so arc 
there complications for the scholar ,vho ,vishe~ to knO\\' ,vhich 
changes in editions are attributable to the author .. In 1786, ]V1ercicr 
brought out the ne,v edition, no,v expanded to three volun1es. I-Jere, 
in ''Avis de J'auteur/' he strongly denounced aH intervening editions: 

~]>ai puLlie la prcn1icrc edition de- eel O uvragc en 17 70; Jc 1c fis in1prin1cr :l 
Amsterdam chez feu \lan-1-[arrcvclt I je n 1y ai pas rctouc:hc dcpuis. Jc le rci n1prin1cl 
ccnc prcscntc an nee 1786! en trois- ~·olurncs, avcc de nou,·c-aux chapitrcs & notes. 
JC desavoue plcinemcnt & cnticrcment le~ editions, OU plutot lcs: cnntrcfa~nns (.]lll 
ont pan1 dcpu is 17 70 j usqu,1 cc jour. On ya. joint des ad di lions f auti\'cs gu; nc sont 
pils de mo1. 

Les contref acLcurs de Neuchatel en Suisse sc sont aviscs tout rccernn1cnt d\1n 
brjgandagc nouveau. Ce 111cst pas sculcn1cnt unc contrc-fo~on dcfccrucusc, it1 forinc; 
c,cst une fo.h:ifica1iun faire avec b plus grande impudence~ car cc n\~M cp1\1n pil h1ge 
indecent de plusicurs. chil pit res de 111cs autrcs ou \Tagcs; i Is ont cu fa hardies:sc de 
donner Ct:tlC rapso<lic ~Oll~ le fin1x titre.: de nouvdle cd irion d~ ran 2440. Jc dcM1YOUC 
cctrc f alsiflcationl dclit tout nc-uf de cc-s libraircs-piratcs. 

This diatribe is signed Hf_.' /\uteur de l'An 2440 / Paris, Jc 8 J uin 1786." 
\-~ct~ i\1crcicr's assertion that he did not revise his novcJ in the inter-
vening years is open to question. 

The 1774 edition includes revisions that sccn1 10 have been rnadc 
by lvlercier hin1se]f. Although basica1ly the san1c text as the first 
cdi tion, chapter 3 7, "1.Ja Hi bl iotheq ue du roi /' has rc\\Tittcn passage~, 
including one on \.Toltai re, ,vho1n lvlercier great! y admired. In Lhc 
revised chapter, the keeper of the l(ing~s J jbrary \\'Ondcrs aloud if 

i.:. \V. \V, Pusey, l.ouis-Stbas1ien Afrrcirr i,, Crrmm~y: His l 'oguc and lnflurnce in tht Eightccmh 
Ct}ltury (New York: Coluinbi3 Uni,;ersity Prcssl 1939), p. 99. 

LS Ibid.! p. lUO. 
J.s Christoph ~1ar1 in \Vidand) ii'ir/am/J llriifw«hjrf: Briefr drr r-ifii,iter DDZ-rn,rnjabr~ (l S. 

A1ai 1769 17_ ,(,tpttmhcr 1772) (RcrHn: Alrn.demie-Vcrlag, 1 ')79}, 1 V, Bl. 
L, Ibid. I 1 v, 445 
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just one rnnn cou]d have ,vrJ tt en so nn1ch, but ;\1ercier fl ssures him 
that it is so. l~he suppressed passages are even printed at the end of 
the· book, the sa1nc procedure follo,\-'cd in a 1776 edition, the on]y 
other one in "\\; hich the revised cha ptcr a ppearcd. 1\1oreovcr, other 
parts of the novel have a]so been modified. Since the revised pnssages 
conforcn in every respect to ~1ercier~s style, they present good reason 
to bcljcvc that he did \\Tl re thcn1. 

\~'hy lVlcrcicr revised the chapter is unclear, because the first \'er-
sion \vas adequate and \vas the one retained in niost subsequent 
edit ion~. SL y 1 i stica11 y, neither is clearly pref era hie. ,..rhc revised pas-
sages arc son1c\v hat clc,~crcr in n1a ttcrs of plot anu interest but not so 
n1 uch .so as to l.Jc c]ca rl y su pcrior. ~r he purpose uf the revisions sccn1s 
to have been to express greater respect for \ 1ohaire, an attitude con-
sistcn t \Vith his basic ad1niration for the 1nan. '''hy he \\-nu]d retract 
the rev is ions is as problcn1atic as \Vh y he inc]udcd thcn1 in the first 
place ... rhcir presence i1np]ics, ho\vcver, that i\1ercicr did revise his 
first edilion his 0\\ 111 stat ern enrs ro I he contrary not \Vid1st a nrl1 ng+ 
(Sec note to 1774 in the bibliography proper.) 

i\. nother edition \vhich 1nusr be consjdcrcd is that published ,vi th 
rhc in1 pri n c ''.:i\ n1~tcrdacnl 17 8 5 ." Ir contains portions fron1 /i.Jon bonnet 
de 1u1it and bears the statement "NouvcUc edition cxactn1cn.t currigcc 
ct augn1cntcc d'un volu1ne'\ ho\vtYcr, neither ,vas the addition author-
jzcd nor the no\'cl corrected, for this edition is the '"brigandage non-
\'ernt ,, ref erred to 1 n the c'Avi."1' to the l 7 86 ed i tiotL 1 \-Vhi]c j\-1ercicr 
,vas in Neuchatel, the Socictc typographi9uc, ]ocatcd there~ pub-
I ishcd his 'Jhblcau de /1aris. IVlcrcicr had previousI y encou ntercd di f-
ficu lti cs ,vith the orjginal publisher~ Fauche~ ,vho had published the 
first edi lion in 17 81 \vi Lh l he assistance of \ 1 ircha ux of I-Iain burg, 
\Vith ,vhnrn he had long hnd business connections. lvlcrcicr busily 
expanded the Tnhlcau, and the Socjcrc typographi4uc brought out 
scvcra l editions of it in just a f C\\' years. 

lvlcrcier ,vas a]su expanding L'An 2440, and Lhe Societe e~pected 
Lo pu hlish the ne\\' edition of this novel, as ,ve] [. For exa n1ple, 
appended to the end of volun1e four (1782), page 327 of the nc,v 
edition of the ·, ablcau, pu blishcd from 1782 to 17 8 3 hy the Sociere1 

arc t,vo noticcst the second of \Vhich reads; {'l'A11 dn,.r ,nille qua/re 

1 !:i Pierre Vrr ti ins l Enc_-.,•clfJpcdie de l'ul opif) d:'5 'i--~}'(J,ges-e.r:I F.(J()rdintt iru, ff de la s-c irna fictfon 
(Lausanne: Edition$ nc-11 Age d'hommc. 1972}, p. 582, -crrnntxJl1_,;;l y state~ th:11 it is tfo:.~ 1774 
edition rat her than lh1:-: one that J\lf::rcier dcnoi]nced in 1786. 
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cent quaranle, nouvcHe edition, cordgeei aug,nenteci avec des notes; 
dcux yo]urnes, n1cn1e f orrnat & rnernc can.1ctcrc~ Fin de decc1nbre 
1782.n .. fhus, there can be little doubt that a t,vo-v0Jun1c edition \\··as 
planned hy the Societc., ,vhich \Vas bringing out the Tableau overt he 
false irnprint uAn1stcrda1n.'' ~rhcrc is another such notice appended 
to vo]u n1c eight ( I 7 8 3), page 3 5 6, of th is san1c edition of the e\·er-
cxpandi ng Jablcau, ,v hich reads: u L1 r\ n d-eux n1i Ile quatrc ccn t quar-
antc,. (rcvc s'i] en fC1t jamais), nouvcHc edition, corrigcc & augn1cntcc, 

voJ ." ;\ nother print t ng or 1 his edit inn of t 11e Tahlenu, \V hic;h cnay be 
di sti nguishcd by the urn on the title prrge of vol nine eight, also has 
the sa1nc notice on page 324 of that volun1c. J~\Tcn as late as 1784, the 
Socictc hoped to pub]ish a uniforn1 edition of ~-1crcicr's ,vorks, the 
p] an for ,vh ich ,vas announced in the four-vol u1ne edition of 1l1on 
bonnet de nuit it ,vas co-pubJishing \Vith Poin~ot of \lcrsai11cs and 
Hcubac.:h of Lausanne. Specifically announced is ul'A n deux n1illc 
quatre cen1 qnnrante, nouve]]e ~dition, lres-augn1entcc & en trois vol-
u1nes, sera i ,npri n1e grand in-8°'~ (I, r 1v]). The Societe even \\'Crlt on 
to proclain1: ''Si le pub] ic nc veut pas etrc tron1pc de toutc 1naniere 
par tant de contrcfactcurs incptc.s, il doit s'adrcsscr aux Socictcs 
typographiqucs de Ncuchatc] en Suisse, dont lcs editions sont lcs 
seu] es a YO u et s pa r r au l Cu r') ( 1, r i \']) . In its 17 8 4 Cd it i On Or .i\ 1 C re i er' s 
L 'llounne snuvage, the Societe tnade rr si n1i] ar announccrnen t for ''lu 
suite de scs oeuvres" (p. [ii]) and a u nif orn1 series of tvlcrcicr's plays, 
the subscription for ,vhich could l>e entered ,vith the Socictc, ,vich 
floi nc;ot at \ 1ersai1lcs, or ,vith (:hirol at Geneva. · rhe su bscrj ption 
ended on 3 0 October 17 84, and pu bl icarion of the p1 :1ys \\ras antici~ 
pated in car]y 1785. 

Unrortunatcly for the p1ans of the Societe, J\1ercicr tjred of Neu-
cha tel and departed, a]though he si-i]l treated \\,.ll h it for publication 
of the revised cd ition of L '.1111 2440. i 9 Rel.a tions bct,vecn hin1 and the 
Societc had degenerated somc,vhat, ho\Ve\ 1er, because of a dispute, 
the nature of ,vhich is unc]car. l\1crcier had ,vrittcn to the Societe, 
apparently in 1 ate spring of 17 84 t a hou t pub] ica tion of the nC\V edition 
of l '.£1 n 2440, \Vh ich the pu blishcd notices n1ad c c]car the Socictc 
expected to bring out. On 28 June, the Societe had ,vrittcn requesting 
1norc titne to consider, ,vhich irnplies that lv1crcicr had rnadc sun1e 

i,i;i l\.1crcicr"s: stay in Neuchatel is discussed hy Charly Guyot, Df Rrmncau i} 1'1irabmu; 
Prlcri,Js de 1Ho1itr.r ti profhctrs dr 89 (Nc-uch:itd & Pal-.:s: Attinger.,, !936), pp. 8\-126. 
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ne,v, unexpected dcn1and on it. AH that ren1a ins is "1ercier's response, 
here quoted in its entirety~ 

Par ,·otrc lenrc du 28 J uin vous n1c de1nlnd-ez de ne point condurc de crait-c pour 
riinprcssion de l',1n 2440, d'id a six scma incs. Jc suis encre en pour-p~ulers avcc 
lllusieur~' Libraircs, tnais jc veux b;cn att~ndrc et vous donner ]a preference. Le 
pla ec men t est s fl r, et \'OU s d cvcz reconnoitre c n fin la. difference q u, ii y a en t re u n 
] i\'re er un autrc: prcncz ,·os arrangem~nts: f r.ites 1nois vos propositions, et croycz 
<1uc plll~ lt:"s procedes des l~ypogrnphes sonl honntt~s, plus ils travr.illcnt a ]cur 
fortune: c,csl ]'ignorance de ccs prindpes qui ]cur a nui dans tous le.s terns, J e '-'OLIS 
donne six senrnincs pour prcndrc vos 1nesures. Com me je su is accoutoun16 a cnrichir 
des Libraircs 1 jc ne tr(nn·tra i p~s n1auvais quc vous songjcz ,·os interets., que Jc 
tableau S01( cl air et llC{' Cl si \'OUS ctes ju.stes, je serais genereux. 20 

.. t\ftcr l'\'lercier \\Tote this letter, he apparently can1c to an agreement 
,vith a not her publisher to bring out the three-volume cdi tion,. and 
press ,vork began in 1785 _ .. t\t this point, the Socictc typographigue 
got ,vind of ,vhat ,vas afoot, probably fron1 one of its agents in Paris, 
and stoic a march on 1\1lercier. Since it did not have anv ne\v n1anu-

,J 

script, it arranged to prjnt ,vhat it did have in hand - the first-edition 
text of L, 'Au 2440 and cha ptcrs fron1 A1on bonnet de 11uit., \vhich it had 
pub1ished in 1784. This printing ,vas arranged so lhat lr'A11 2440 
proper \Vas the first volu1ne and se]e(.:tions fro1n 111011 bonnet de nufr 
n1adc up the second. -rhe tit1e pages, stating that the pub]ication ,vas 
a '';\Jouve11e edition cx:actc1nent corrigee et augrnentee d\1n vo]un1c,1' 
\\··ere blatant falsehoods. Fauche appears to have been the actua] 
prinLer of this fa]sc edition~ for the records of Lhe Societe indicate 
that it acquired its copies from hin1, and he advertised it for sale in 
his o,vn catalogues. 1-Iis 1787 cata]oguc, for cxa1nple" has~ 1"An (]') 
deux n1ille q uatrc cent quarantc, rcvc s:JiJ en fut ja1nais, nouvelle 
edition, cxacten1ent corrigee & augn1entcc d\111 voiurne, 8. 2 voL 
L.on<lrcs sous Neuchatel, 1785 ." The Socictc's Rcncontres de n1agosi11 
for 1785~87 list a fc\v dozen copies supp]ied to if by Fauchc. 

1'1ercier's suspicions fc11 initia] l y on] y on Fauche, and he secn1s at 
first not to ha\'e rea1ii'.ed that the Sucictc typographique ,vas also 
in voI ved. Fron1 Parj s he ,~Jrote the Neuchatel pub] is her \ 1 ite] on 3 
1\·1arch I 7861 raging; 
\ 1ous avourcz qu'unc t"Ontn.::fa~on ilussi imp1.1dente, et une f alsificadon aussi tcn1-
cnti re, nc pouvais pJs rester impu nie dans un pays ou ii y a qudque ju~tice, l\-1: 
F.nuchc sc perm ct rout., n,ais la gucrrc nc lui reussit pas toujours. H est i1npossihlc 
dans le rnon1cnt, q UC- j' aille cont re rnn pfainle, p:1rcequc raurois l'air d 1u11 cxtr.-i\'J-

20 Bib l iot h cq u c.: pu u I i(l lW d c la \' il le~ r-..1 cu cl. :ltd, S wit zcrl and 1 1 S 1180~ 2 J9=-_ 
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gant, cl q uc d,ai lleurs je fcrais tort au I ibraire qui va pu blier la noU\'cllc edition en 
trois volurnes. :!' l 

I-le then \Vent on to describe a Ivlachiavc]lian plot to datnage Fauchc 
financial1y~ Fi~a1ly, he dis1nissed the obvious: "Il rFauche] rn1a ccrit 
<pie vo11.~ eticz i nteresse da ns ccttc affai re. J e ne sa urais ]e croirc; car 
vous a uricz manque a un promcssc a qui vous devez g uc]guc rccon-
naissancl\ et qui vous aurait livre ]e tnanuscrit originalt si vuus 
l lcussi cz voul u .''12 (1 '"hcrc is no record of \'itcl ls reactions to this attack 
on his f ather-in~Ja,v.) 

~~ 1lercjer's invectives did turn to the Socictc t ho\Ve\'er, after it began 
to advertise the fa]se edition. In addition to the genera] conden1nation 
presenr in the pref ace lo the 17 86 edition is the repudiation in rlotious 
clnires sur Jes gou·vcr11en1ens (An1stcn..lan1, 1787). volume r,vo, page 421. 
l n 1 hat book arc several notices for other \\'Or ks (cd u n1ctnc A utcur.l'' 
An1ong these is the f 0110\ving section concerning L 'Au 2440: 
On pric le Pu b1ic d'ccre-en g[lrde cont re-lcs Contrcfoc:teurs de Ncuf chalcl en Suisse, 
qui ont mutilc & dcfigurc lcs (Juvrage.s de 1~Aute11r, nouunn1cnr ran 2440~ c,est 
une fnurhc & n1iscrable edition1 l]U~ ccllc-qu~announcc dans :son Catalogue la Sotfrte 
Typographiqm: de Nr!cifthatel en Srlisre. L,1\lneur decbrc qu'il nc fcra jatnais ricn 
in1prin1er dans ]cs ] tnprimeries su.~clite~. 

llclatiuns ,vilh the Socictc seem to have been strained before 1785, 
and its association \vith the unnulhorized edition of l 'An 2440 no 
douut Jed 10 the Yirulcnt denunciation published by l\,ler-
cicr1s fulrninatfrH1s against all these '(Jihrajrcs-piratcs" are no doubt 
sincere; it apptarst ho,\·ever, just as ]ikcly that they ,vere n1ercly 
protecting thcmsc]ves against l\·Icrcicr's o,vn bad fahh and attendant 
111 a chin a ti on s. 

1'\rot unti] the J 791 edition did 1\1crcier aga1n speak about his novel. 
In this edition, he finally signed the preface, ,vhich is thr sam~ as 
that or 17 86., thereby taking pu bEc crcd it for the ,vork for the first 
Lin1e. In the ./\n \ 111 ediLion, he rc,vrotc the flrefiice and in it 
expounded at ]cngth on the French l{cvolution and the accuracy of 
the predictions he had n1ade about its course in previous editions of 
the novc1. In the first paragraph of this "Nouveau Oi scours 
J)rc]in1inaire," he slates that this pub]ication is the "rroisicn1c foisn 

?l Bll)li<1the(p1e puhliquc de fa \'illc, l\.'cuch~tcl, S,vitz.~rlam..l~ Fonds Gm.I Ni j\1S 305 3. 3B. 
~lo lhc 1nany unflattering remarks madr a.Lout 1\-lc.-rcicr in the dghtcnnh cl:"nturyl one may 
aqd the fo~lowing notes \.1,:rittcn on th~~ addrc~~ k-af of d1i~ lcucr: HLJn iulcrnif, Vou(~ ou 
p<.'ut erre courut 1Mr 1'Ag-c1 Pc-u dchrouilbrdt A mhitic:ux C.oleriquc d,heredi1c.H 

?2 Jf,id. 
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that he ha:s published the novel l n1caning apparently that the 1771 
and I 786 edit ions \verc the on] y t\\'O previous] y au thorizcd ones .and 
that Lhe present edi 1 ion \\1as pu bHshed f ro,n the 17 86 one usa n s en 
rctranchcr un seu] mot, sans y a jouter un seu] 1not, sans dernnger 
unc virgule." rhu s, the editions of 1771, 17 7 4, 17 86, and An \ 11 I arc 
Le>.:t u a I 1 y significant+ 

YVha1 ever 1,visrst turns~ and intrigne~ snrrounded editions of th1s 
novel, it ,vns enorrnou.s] y popular. If one asstnnes, for exan1p]e, press 
runs of 1,500 copies each, there \VlTC 18,000 copies in print in three 
languages by the end of 177 2 and 3 o'tooo copies Ly the end of 17 82 l 
at ,v hit.:h point it had spread thoroughly over Europe. ~1lost of these 
printings ,vcre from entirely ne\\' settings of type, each of ,vhich 
re9ujred a considerah]e invcstcncnt by the publisher. If one inc]udes 
every kno\vn or reported edition, 63,000 copies had been prjntcd by 
i\1lcrcicr,s death. 2 J 

Because aln1ost all the editions in French hef ore the French Revo-
]ution have spurious irnprjnts and because the novc] ,vas strictly 
banned in France, one n1ay suppo~c that the copies rca<l there ,verc 
sn1ugglcd in+ There is sornc evidence that directly connects I/An 2440 
\\--1th this \\'tdely practiced illicjt conunercc in banned books. 1"'he 
1\rchives of the Basti1le contain the sn1a1l history of the ,vido\v Stock-... 

dorff fro1n Strasbourg, \l'ho had a Jisr of Parjsian cl icnts to ,vhon1 .she 
regularly supplied forbidden hooks through various contacts in the 
ca pit~ l itsc] f. \\'hen she ,vas arrested in 17 7 I at Parjs and con1n111 ted 
to the HastilJc for t\l'O years, one of the banned books specifica 11 y 
1nentioned ns supplied by her ,vas /...'Au 2440. Because she \vas 
arrested so soon after the pub]ication of the book, she rnust have been 
in1porting thcrn fronl HolJand, for only \Ian 1-larre\relfs 1771 edition 
had appeared by then .. -

As the ban continued, so did the iHicit traffic in the hook. 1"'he 
1-·rcnch marine authorities scc1n to have seized t,vo copies of the l 786 

2 J • fl i c_i:;c-ii g tn·es rn ight h :H'"f..' bi:cn c,:cn h igh-.:-r. I n hi~ ktt c r to Vi t d ( not c 21),, J\ le rdcr 
rcn1ark~ that Fauch-e had printed off 1,000 c-opic~ of the fol:se 1735 edition. 'fhc st:u1djrd 
figure for number of cop1cs printed is t1,1t given by )Jhilip Gaskell1 A 1Vcw huroductirm to 
RiblhJgraphy (Oxford~ Clarendon Press, I972}. p. 161 "Ily rh(· IJcginning of the sixtcc-nth. 
ctnturr hooks ,vcrc normally printc:-d i rl ('dt[ ton~ of 1,000 Io I ,SOO cop!cs, .1 figure \vhich ._1 id 
not change much for the generality of hooks until the later eighteenth century. 1' Ca!'-:1.:dl 
further rcmark~1 howc\'cr, about pul,lishing pstterns in the eighteenth century, i~To\,·~nds 
the end of the c igl 1 l <.:t:-1 l 1 b ct:-n tu ry fa rge nJ it ion qu nt i ti cs Lwca me rather more common t 

gcrwnilly fin:1nccd by puhli~hcrs' syndic:~1 cs'1 (p. 162). 
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edition, notices of ,vhich ,verc entered on their registers. ()ne ,vas 
deposited in the depot at Urc~t 1 the other in the depot at Paris (sec 
note to 1786). Only after the Rcvo]ution ,vas \vell under ,vay could 
one 1egjrimate1y acquire a copy fron1 a P~risian booksel1er~ hef ore 
that tin1e, such cepics as \Vere avai]ab]c ,vcrc imported and distributed 
c] and est inel V"+ .. 

Despite the novel's notorjety, its contribution to the gro\\·th of 
j\1ercier's rcputa tion \Vas slight in the years inuned iatel y f ollo,ving 
1771. 1"'he novel's title, ,vith no n1cntion of l\1crcicr, is found in 
va rjous pri ntcd contexts in the years in1n1cdia tel y follo\\'ing the first 
edition. In 1772, for cxan1p]c, one Scmivo] published a patnphlct, 
/ .. 'A nnle /)eu:r 1n ille qu{lt re ccns qut1r{lllte, ou tout t'i sa place: Consol,u iun 
aux quaraute, a verse piece on local affairs in Lyons>24 1 ... he novel's 
contents ,vcrc also considered ,vor th being excerpted in the A 1.Jbe de 
liontcnay's Esprit ,hs li-vrcs dtYe11du::-.-, a]though Fontcnay docs not sc-cn1 
ro have kno,vn the author"!s 1u1n1e. 25 

ot until 17 7 4 ,,·as there a definite ref ere nee to l\1erci er as au Lhor 
of the book. ()n 22 Scptcn1bcr of that year, Bachau1nonf s 111e111oires 
noted, "A ccttc occasion on le rcconnoit pour l'i\utcur de /'Au Deu.x 
A1ille Quatrc Cent Quarante .. n By the mid l 770s 1 1\1lcrcier ,vas so con-
fident his narne \vuuld ue associated \\1ith the book lhat he printed on 
the title pages of FJoges et dircours philosophiques (1776), llistoire d)un 
Jeune l1utbcrie1111e (1776), and I.res t,onJedieus, ou Le A~yer ( 1777) that they 
\Vere by HPautcur de L\i\n 2440 .. '' Hy the end of the century, 1\Icrcicr 
,va s in Fra nee the honored prophet of the }trench Revolution, and his 
novel ,vas ,varrnly received in its expanded version~ /\hhough noting 
that the book ,vas greeted ,vith ridicu]e by son1e upon its publication, 
\l, B. • rcn1arkcd that the success uf the predictions had been aston-
ishing,. "i\1ais i l est arrive quc, vingt ans a pres i ]a rcvol ution a fait 

. presque un prophete de l'ecrivain qui se donnait lui-n1eme comrnc un 
rfveur .')26 The \Vriter concluded~ "ll est juste aussi que la Philosophie~ 
la Politigue, cl la l\1orale paicnt a scs principcs phi]antropiques et a 
1'ctnploi utile ct agrcab]c de son talent, souvcnt orjginal clans plus 
d'un genre, un tribut durable d'eloges, d'estin1e el de reconnais-

24 Rcportt.1'(1 tn l..'Annfe fittfraire for 1772, pp. 166· 168, 
H Esprit d,r lh.1rrr difendus, Qu A ~rtolo_gicf philowphiques {AnHtcrdam & Paris~ N yon & 

Laportl: 1 1778). Sec, for cxflTn]1le, J 474-481, and 11, 496-501. 
16 L'Littcrarnrc-J\1oraJet La Dccadr philtJ!'ophiquc I Nuerain: ff prJ!itiqur, 19, 1 rr~ trim~:strc {An 

\f] [)I 274. 
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sancc_nn ~I'hus~ in the end, the novel helped secure lvf en.:icris repu-
tadon, particularly in France. 

0 ut side }~ranee, l '.1111 2440 appears to ha Ye been so1ne\\··h'1 t less 
,vcll kno,vn but in fl ucntia l nonethe]ess, and one n1ay find e\Ti den cc 
that the novel ,vns bejng both _reprinted and read in the rest of F.urope 
and clsc,vhere. The novel \Vas ,,T11 kno\vn in J-{ olland, the country 
\vhcrc it \Vas first pubUshcd. It ,vas there that. it first appeared ,viLh 
both a city of puhHcation and a pub]ishcr"s 1u11ne on the tit1c page, 
an occurrence that \vould not be repeated in continenta] Europe for 
near] y t\\'O d ccadcs. \'an I-la rrcvel t 's prcssc~ ,vcre kept busy in 1771 
and l 772 producing nc,v printings of the book. It ist ho\vever 1 inlpos-
sib]c to say ho\\' ,nany copies ,vcrc so]d locally, because many of then) 
,vere Sllrely exported to France and other co11ntries. Ncvcrthe]ess 1 

interest in the expanded, three-vo]un1c edition \Vas ~o great that it 
\Vas trans]ated into Du Leh and published in jts enrirery in 1792-93 L 

The novcJ also had influence on Dutch ]itcrature; El1sabeth \Vulff, 
for instance, dre\v on ir for her O\vn La Hullande en tnJ1 A1A1CCGY·~~XL. 28 

II~he novel enjoyed con.sidcrablc vogue in eighteenth-century Ger-
n1any, an r1specr o( the book's diffusion that has been thoroughly 
co\'crcd by PuseyL Chr1stian l 1~clix \~7cisse produced a reliab]c Gcr1nan 
tran~l::ttiun in 1772, the sarne year 1u1 edition in French ,vas also 
published in (~crn1any. Den1and for the novel appears to have 
rc1naincd faidy const[lnti for several n1ore rditions in French ,vcrc 
brough L out O\'Cr the years i and ,,.,e1 sse)s tra nslatjon, ,vith correct 1ons, 
,vas reprinted in 1782. l.,. Posse]t projected a translation of the 
nc\v, three-volun1e edition in 1795 (see 1795. 2)1 but it apparcnt]y ,vas 
never published. The announced intention to do so docs jndicate 
continuing interest in lhc novel, fuc]cd in this case partly by Posseh's 
o,,·n persona] interest 1 n the I~rcnch llcvol ution itse] (. 

S,vitzcrlan<lis acrptain1ance ,vith the novel ,vas a Jong one, a]though 
nni ch of it \\'as as printer and purveyor of various editions. ~r hcsc 
ro]es dee) i ned rapidly after 17 8 6, \vhen J\1erci er had Jost n1uch of his 
cnthus i asn1 for r he country and its printers, \\'l th \\'hon1 he had 
q uarrc11 c<l. 1\~1 ercier's need for S,viss printers a I so decli ncd af tcr the 
French llcvo]ution began nnd the book could be purchased ]cgjti-
n1a1el y in Paris i t~cl f. N cvertheless i nu ,nerou s editions in F .. rench did 

r:- Ibid., p. 283. 
~:-: Sn~ J·Icrn1inc Vieu. i,La l~ollandc c-n l1An millc-qwitn: '-.'.cnt quarantet in louir-

.,"fhaitifu Afrrl"ie:r (now· 5), pp. 3 7-46. 
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come off S,viss presses bet\veen 1772 and 1785 Although son1c of 
these copies \Vere for export, others remained in S,viss hands. One 
copy of the 1774 edition, for cxamp]c, is kno,vn to have been given 
by 1Vlcrcier to the S,viss n1inister \'ernet (sec 1774). An1ong the 
reactions of the German-speaking S\viss, ,vho seen1 to have acquired 
their copies from Gern1any~ one may cite the attack on !~'Au 2440 by 
Johann Tobierl published in 1772 in Zurich, as evidence that the 
book ,vas thought-provoking in at ]east one quarter. 29 

That the novel ,vas kno\vn in Spain is clear, for it. ,vns officially 
condemned by the Inyuisition and ,vas supposedly burned by the 
king himself. After having been by the Inquisition in 
Rorne in 177 3, the hook ,vas condemned by the Spanish Inquisition 
in 1778 and hy the Council of Castil1e. The edition banned by the 
Ing_ uisition ,vas described as f o1Jo,vs: 
un libro en ocla\'o 1nayor, cscrita en lcngua France.sa, int1tula<lo: Jhro dos nril qua-
trociento y quarantn, con la data l~e su in1presion en Londres afio de n1il sctccicnlos 
y seis-, sin nombrc de Autor., ni de linprcsor. Que la idea de este irnp10 escritor es 
fingir un suefio, y que d lspierta de el en Paris cl nfio de dos n1H quatrocicntos y 
q ua:rcnta; y con est a invcnc:ion rcficrc d cstado en guc sc flgura hallarse en aquel 
tiernpo 11l Corte rle l'arL~, la j\1nnarqui~ de Frand~ l 1 a Europa I y b A1ncrica i 
afccrnndo dcscganos, y suporniendo alccracioncs en todo cl govicrno Eclesiastico, 
ci\·i1, y poli11co~ 

There does not appear, ho,vever, to have been a Ilrench edition pub-
lished in Spain or a translation into Spanish. The ed1t.ions that can1c 
into Spain probably ,vcrc introduced by foreign n1crchants and book-
scHcrs \vho Jived in colonies spread throughout the country and 
imported books printed in Italy, 1-Jolland, S,vi1.zerlandi Gcrn1any, 
and France. Given the sometiJnes lax enf orcen1ent of the Inquisition 
and the devious rnethods kno\vn to all book snn1gglers1 it is not 
surprising that l'An 2440 found its ,vay into Spain. 30 

n ONyramJ"nf furs Christr::nthum bey dcm Traume van 2440 (Zuridi: ])rdl 1 1772). The con~ 
tnlsts hcl'-\'Ccn Jl.1cn.::ilT"'s aC1d Tobkr,s ,·ic,vs of religion "'ere rc~·1i::-wtd iri A,1bang zu dfm 
drt)'Zehntt::n bir virr u1Jd z'W(Jnzigsltn Diindr drr allgemeirm1 de1'!5ChtJ1 Bibfiothr:k (z,..,•cytc Abth-ci-
lung) (1 i i2)~ 992-993. 

30 s~e Oskar 7.ollingc:r, i~Eine U [opk de~ 18. Jn~1rhundcrts \'or der spanischen lnquisi-
ti on, 11 Zc i tschrif1 fti r fro nzo:; isc be Sprncht u 1.1d l .i, tratu r.. L 9 ( l 89 7), 3 0 5-3 08; Real rrdula de S- ;\ 1. 
y .sdiorrJ drl ro,rnjtJ, por In quaJ se prohibe la imrod11tti6n t.le 1m libro intituladfJ A,Jo 2440 (;\·1adrid~ 
f..1arin~ 17 78); and the inquisitor Felipe Ildtran 's proh1hitian of ,he I.Jook the-same year. The 
Ind ice tt!rim[J de los Nbros proMbidM y manJadO! r.xp11rgor paro Jodw IM n";_y1u;,r; _)' se11orios dd Cat6/iro 
rty dt lar Espaiiasj el SrihJr /)011 Car/()J IV . •. (/\fodrid: Sancha, 1790}1 p. 9, al~n nolcS llu.:: 
continur-J ban on the book. Information on 1he sinuggHng of French book:s into Spain may 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXXII, Number 1
(Winter 1984), 

20 I Jap7;a11/ Libro1y /Julie! in 
1t\.s revoiut ionary, republican fervor s,vcpt Ita]y late in the eigh-

teenth century~ h-lercier's nave] \vas final1y trans]atcd into Italian. 
Supposedly using the ,\n \ 111 f·rench edition as his base, the anony-
n1uus translator rendered a fairly con1plctc,, if son1c,vhat inaccurate, 
Italian vcrsionl even inc]uding the passages in "·hich Italy and Catho]-
icisn1 arc viciously cxcori3ted~ j\,1any of /'Vlercier's ideas did not sit 
\\·eJI ,vith certain parts of the populace., ho\vever~ and ~-f ercitr ,vas in 
his turn a ttackcd in lteal1t1 def progcl to filosofica anorcbia c dcisJJ10 public(lf ta 
da J\1onsicur A1f crcicr nel sogno profetica inf ilolato A nllo 2440. ~r his novel, 
in the forrn of dialogues (some uf ,vhich include lvlcrcier hin1se]f as 
a participant)'! repnhl is hed su b~tantia l portions of the Italian trans-
lation in its a ttcn1pts co refute j\tf ercier's ideas. 

I looper's translation in 1772 ,narked Lhe beginning of England'"s 
genera] acqu~intance \\'tth lhe novel. No French editions are kno\vn 
to have hccn published in Eng]and~ huL so1ne people there kne\\' the 
origina] l~rcnch version. No one, ho,vcvcr, sccn1s to have had any 
inkling of the a uthor 1s identity. I-looper open] y ad n1ittcd his ignorance 
oft he a uthur's na n1c in the i ntruduction to his translation.} 1 I t'rccman, 
,vho pub] ished her translation in 1797, did not kno,v the au thur's 
nan1e even then, ahhough she did note (p. iv) that the dedicatee, Sir 
John Coxe l--lippisley, had a copy of the original in his library. ~ot 
unti] 1802 did a translation appear in Eng]and that n1entioncd the 
au thor 1s na n1e. The flattering introduction in that edition indicates 
that 1\11 ercier ,vas by that tirne a rnan of son1e reputation in England, 
though that introduction n1ight better be vie\vcd a.s just so n1uch sa]cs 
hype. 

The I-looper trans]ation ,vas rcvjc\vcd in 1nost n1ajor British jour-
nab, although the reception ,v-as n1ixcd. 'fhe 111auth{y Rcvicu; ,vas 
sonle\vhat uncharita b!c in its cornrnents, noting., '1i n ( he Utopian 
theory he [l\1erc1 er] has depicted, there is no circu1ns1ance so .(~triking 
as his total ignorance of the pri nci pies of hu1nan conduct.'' 3 i I-Iooperis 
rendition of the text ,vas also scored hy this rnagazinc: 
l,hc- translator of the ,,.:ork h:.ls not I in our opinion 1 done- ~ntirc ju~t1ce to it. J--Ie 
seidon1 ri5es to the 5piril of his original; he has not sufficiently consulted the idion1s 

be fo LI nd in S1 a reel i 11 Dc-fou n l C-H u x, /. 'lnq u.isit ifJl1 ,spag nok el !Cf I hHn fra 11raiJ au X \ '111 c sicde 
(Paris: Presses uni~·crsitaircs de-Fri1nc..:t:) 1963), pp. 83-10-f. 

:i:i l1oopcr stale.Si h\\,.ho the- author of the work is1 \\'C' will not pre-tend ~o dctcrn•im::1 ~ (I, 
iii), 

lJ Fur this: 41r1d the following excerpts, see notes lo entry 1772. 7. 
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of his o,~·u language; nnd he has too frci;.1uently ventured lo adopt s01nc p;1rticu lar 1 

. and, \\'C ll1ink, awkward n1odes c)f exprc.ssion. 

On { he other hand, the Londan A1agazine revie\vcd the \vurk favorably 
and prai scd I-looper's ren<lh ion: u Dr. 1-Iooprr has cxccut ed the trans-
] atjon of this \Vork ,vith fidelity; it breathes the spirit. of the original, 
and his ] nnguage is elegant, and, except in a f C\V instances, corrcct.'i 
The Uui-vf!,:~'af 111t{ttazi1u·, before publishing a rcvic,v, even pulJ]ishc<l 
excerpts fron1 r;uopcr1s translation ,vithou t stating thci r source. 

In Irc]and and Scot]and, evidence of the ,vork'~ popularity and 
diffusion is son1e\vhat s kctchi er. l"'hc /·,,cots A.f agazine (Ed in burgh) pub-

. 1 ishcd a short revj e\v notice of the London cd it ion, \V hich ir picked 
up f ron1 a revic\v in a I A1ndon periodical. · fhc J) ubli n pu LI ishcr 
,~vi lson quickly gol out his o\vn cd i tion in l 7 7 2. Each of his vol tunes 
,vas considcrab]y shorter than the l~nglish original, thereby ensuring 
that he could seH his cnvn n1orc cheaply than the in1porrcd London 
edition. Such pirated editions ,vere cornn1on in 1rc1and in the eigh-
teenth century and tended co be less e]egant and cxpcnsiYc than the 
original cd itions. One copy of this I)ubli n cd i tion of i7\1 ercjer ~s novel 
has bound into it four pages of ,\ 1i]son ~s ad vcrtiscments; a]n10s l al 1 of 
the books listed arc this sarne type of publication. 

1--Ioopcrrs translation \Vas still being read in Scot1and and Ireland 
into the car]y nineteenth century, kept alive by various reprintings in 
,vhich Irish and Scots pub]ishcrs participated. The 1802 edition \Vas 
published jointly by scvcra] publishers, inc]uding one in Glasgo,v 
and l\VO in Edinburgh _. Sales n1ust not have gone as expected, hcnv--
e\'eri because the san1c sheets \Vere being sold by the san1c publishers 
in 1808. 

()nc clear influence of //An 2440 in Irish Jitcraturc is lan1es • 
i\1cl-lcnry's It l\1011/d Re So: .11 Vision, pub]ishcd in Dublin in l 81 l. 
']~his short book aboul religious a~fa.irs in Irc]and ,vas inspired by c'an 
ingenious F'rench vi.';;ionary, Jvtcrcicr" (p. 3) and his nove] ~'The \'ear 
2500.,1 The pren1ise is that the author a,vakes front a drean1 just as he 
is a.hou 1 to he burned at the stake by the l~oman Cat holies, ,,, ho have 
succeeded in taking over all of Ireland+ i\1cl-Icnry took his title, ho,v-
ever, fron1 the title-page n1otto HO utina1n,1' ,vhich appeared on]y on 
cd i tions in Ii~rench a ft.er 17 8 5 Thus l he n1ust have been fa,niliar \Vit h 
both Hooper's translation and the expanded 1,,rcnch edhion l hat first 
appeared in 17 86. 

In the U nitcd Sta tcs, the ,vork ,vas dcn1onstra.b] y kno\\ 1n in the 
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origina11 for the Library of Congress's copy of a Landres, 1771, 
prjnting (in French) is fron1 'fhon1as Jefferson's Hbrary. A]so 1 lvlorcau 
de Saint-I\1ery, a Philadelphia pub1ishcr and bookse11er, advertised a 
French-Janguagc edition of the nove] in his 1795 catalogue. The nave] 
does not appear to have been a cornn1ercial success, ho,vever .. J.i\n 
edition of I-looper's translation \\1as 11ublished in Philadelphia in 17951 

but the sa]es ,vere so ,vcak that those sheets \Vith a nr\\' tide page 
,Ycrc being sold in 1799 by Pritchard in Richn1ond, \ 1irginia~ '"fhc 
1795 cd it ion is, neverlheless, the first utopian no\'el pu bl ishcd in 
North An1crica, and son1c copies of it 1nay be traced to An1crican 
hands: a copy (no"-' at l\.-1BA t) \vas in George l\lashington 's ] ibrary; 
the distinguished Phi]adelphia physician John H.cdrnan Coxe also had 
a copy (no\v at Cu-lliv) in his celebrated library; and Robert P+ 
Oun I ~p, \vho \l'as at one ti1ne governor of lviainc, o,vnc<l a copy (nO\V 
at CSdS). 

No co1nplete ll.ussian trans]ation ,vas pub]ished unti1 1977, but the 
book ,vas kno\vn there 1n the eighteenth century in its original li'rcnch. 
The novel \Vas avai]able in the first edition for several years frotn the 
Saint Peters burg bookdealer J J + \\lcitbrccht. I lis 17 7 6 Catalogue des 
I iv res fran1ois qui se trou-vent chez .. f. ,11e.it hrecbt lists on page 2: "I' t\n 
deux tni l1e q u ntrc cent guara nt, reve sij I en ff1t jamais ouvrage al tri-
bue a J\,Ir. de l\1ercicr, gr.. 8~ Lond. 771 .. I Rbl. 50 Cop." Several 
excerpts fron, the novel \Vere translated inLo Russian and published 
in Russian periodicals+ One of these excerpts identifies l\1crcicr as the 
origina] author .. n 

It is ironic that a novel so \\1e1l knu,vn "'OU ld have an a.uthor \Vhose 
narne \\'as not ,videly connected \\'jth it+ In fact~ the novel \Vas often 
3ttrjbuted to others, a circnrnstancc f-..1crcicr noted in 1786, though 
he reiterated that his reputation for the ,vork ,vas secure in Paris, at· 
least: 
En fin, qudqucs i 1npostcurs, soil en A nglcterre, soit e11 A llcinagnc, soit en Hussie, 
&c. sc sont donn~.!i pour autcurs de cct ouvr.agc; ils ont eu cette effrontcdc, loin de 
b capirnlc, il est vrai; or, on ,!o,;ait aujourd11-)lll, n ,en plus doutcri a quel horn rnc de 
le ct res il aJlJlarttent. H 

Despite this assertion, 1v1ercier stiJl did not sign the staten1entJ 
thereby ]caving the field open to all sorts of conjectures. Rousseau! 

n For furthur inf orn1ation on J\-lcrcicr,s influence in R.us.'iia1 sc:c Louis-Sebastien A!ercirr 
(note 5)1 p. 361. 

H As quotCfl in entry 1786. l:it [ 1 \'1. 
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rnuch to his chagrin 1 for cxan1plc, \\ras sornctirncs 1ncntioncd ns tht: 
author. Bachaumonfs Jtin,uirts on 12_ Scptc1nbcr 1780 recall that 
Rousseau con1plaincd in ] 772 that "'on raccusoit de ~c ]oucr a out ranee 
dans l1Au deu~l.· 1uil/e quo/re ceus quaranle, ouvrage avoue aujourd"'hui 
par lvl. ~1crcicr." The copy of the 17 8 5 edition in the ]ibrary of the 
Ll nivcr~itai re Sai nt-1 .. oujs at Brusse] s, Ilelgi tun, has a conten1porary 
rn;:1nuscript notation attributing the nove] to l~ousscau. In Gcrrnany, 
\vhere lvlercier \Vas so pupu]ar 1 a]l sorts of erroneous attributions ,vcrc 
rnade. There, as 1 ate a~ 17 84, \ 1ohaire ,vas stiH llcljcvcd to he the 
author. H ()nc eighteenth-century ]ibrarian attrjbutcd the novel to 
I Jeon FC]icitc de Brancas, corn re de Lauraguais. Jo These attributions 
arc cspcciall y ironic, since one rcvjc,vcr of \Vi eland's /Jergolde11e Sj,iegel 
in1n1cdi at el y .spotted the fact that \\ 1icland had d ra\vn upon L '.1111 
2440~3' FinaHy, one forn1er. o,vner of Lhe L"nivcrsity of 1\1ich1gan copy 
atlributed the "~ork to I-Ielvetius. \\rhethcr others actua11y stepped 
r or\vard to ta kc crcdi t for the ,vork, as l\1crcicr cl a i1ncd, is u nccrtai n. 

\Vorks of an int1an1n1atory nature, such as l .. 11\11 2440, rnight \vc]l 
have been bought rncrc]y as curiosit1e.~. I lcl\vcvcr, in perusing copies 
of this novc], onr cannot he]p but be in1prcsscd by the n1any n1anu-
script nqtations, re]iab]e evidence that the books \Vere actuaHy rc::1d. 
~I'hcsc inscrip1ions range all the ,vay f ro111 cjghtccnth-ccut ury hands 
to those of the t,vcn ticth century. Su rue of then 1 a re nothing 1nore 
than under] incd or othCr'\visc highlighlcd passages~ others arc genuine 
nlarg~nalia jn ,vhich the reader hns indicated strong response to the 
novel's contents. One ejghtecnth-century reader ]aburiously con1-
parcd the first-edition text \Vi th the th rcc-vo1un1c rJ ition ::1 nd rrutcd 
the passages that had been suppressed or rc\vrjtrcn., '"l~hat reader even 
noted the exact p]aces in the revised edition at ,vhich the original 
chapters lu1d been incorporated. ()nc nineteenth-century reader care-
fully listed on the endpapers of his copy all of !vlercier~s pred1ctions, 
such as 1nvention of the tc]egraph, that had cornc true. Nu1nerous 
interesting su1nn1atiuns, often only a "'ord or t\vo 1 arc found on the 
tit1e pages and flyleaves~ One reader \\Tote on the tit1c page of his 
1786 edition (at CSn1 T-1)~ hFou ct i1npic1'; another reader ,vrotc on the 

.;1= Allgrmeinr dcnJschc !Jibli01hek, 58~ pan l ( 17 k4 ), 124. 
3.., 'Ti 1ls 1nanuscript ci3rd, since corrected, i_i; still in tl1c cataloguc:-of the Uni,·crsitatst~ll.-liotl1cki 

1-lcideILcrg. The-copy of •ny C'ntry 177 2. 5 at tl1c-Unt\·crsitats.l.iiuliothck~ Bonn~ h:1s n sitnil3r 
ins<.T~ption ,vith thl:" same c1ttriLutlur1 in 41 contt:rnpornry trnr1d 01i the titlt:" p:1ge..·. 

-;7 Al(!f~weim: da~!sthe !Jjh/fotbek, Ul, pan 2 ( 177 3), 35 8. 
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fly leaf of his 17 7 2 edition (at D I..AC) that the \\1ork \\1as an "cnigmc ." 
This reader \Vas f ol10\\ 1ed by another ,vho noted, '"Tl n'est pas un 
n1odelc de style.'' Despite the reaction of that readerl another reader 
of a not her copy (nO\\' at 1' j P) \Vas st rue k by 1\1ercier,s aphorist 1c ~Ly le 
and underlined rnany of 1\,lcrcicri:s Lons n1uts. 'I ~he most fitting nota-
tion l ho\verer, \Vas a.ddcd in the ni nctccnth ccn tury to a copy of the 
I 7 8 6 cd ition by an o\vncr \,·ho pasted a srna] l s]i p of pa per into the 
copy; on it, after taking d uc note of !vh.:rcicr's accomplishn1cnts and 
failings~ the o,vn~r con cl udcd; uEn resun1c cc fut un trcs hon hon1mc 
el un ecrivain de I 'hu1nan i te/' 38 .. ~1 ercier \\'OU l d have been pleased .. 

ln the fol1o,ving bibliogr'1phy, I have atte1nptcd to describe bolh 
C\'cry ectilion in French and every t.ranshu.ion or l\1ercier~s novel t hac 
a ppc;i red in his Ii f cti1ne. This chrono]ogica] fra 1ne\vork ,vas chosen 
to encornpass aU the editions in ,vhich 1\,Iercier could have had a hand 
and to docurncnt 1hc ,vork)s contemporary diffusion. f,xcerpts fro1n 
the noyc] ,vere not ,vidcly printed in periodicals, except in conjunc-
tion ,vith rcvic,vs, and unl y significant pcrio<l ica] appearances have 
been included. 

Part icu]ar at tent ion has been pa id to the t.ransla t ions of the novel. 
especially lo discover \vhich edition forn1ed the basis of a given trans-
lation and to detern1ine the faithfulness of the translation .. 

E~ch entry is con1poscd of the folln\l·ing c]e1nents: 
1) ~I ranscrjption of the ti tlc pagr(s). Linc endings arc not sho,vn, 

and rule~ and ornaments arc si]cntl y 01ni ttc<l as ,vcl1. .. 
2) A statcn1cnt of page numbering for each volun1e. In some 

instances~ the nun1la.T of pages \Vil] fall short of ,vhat the signalures 
indicate should be there., for I have not sho\vn blank pages at the ends 
of sequences. 

3) A collation by signatures. 
4) A 1 ist of copies ava ilab] e. This list sho,vs only confirmr<l copies~ 

· 1 ~hose used for the descriptions a re sjgnalcd \\'i th an asterisk~ 
5) I3ibliographical citations. '"rhc enormous number and type of 

bib]iograph ics in ,vh ich one finds l\1ercier~s novel Ii st ed are in the1n-
se]ves indicators or the ,i..i idc interest in the book. In son1e cases l it is 
i1npossi blc to say ,vith certainty that the hibliograph y is actually 
referring to the edition l have Jistcd. In thc~c instances, the entry is 
f o] lo\vcd \\11th a question rnark. Also., the j11dgn1ents of other bi bli-

_,s Pasted into \·olume 1 of the OCU copy. 
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ographies on p]ace of printing and f orrnat a re noted. 13eca use of the 
in1portance of the OCL.iC and RJ.JN data bases as a rneans of locating 
copies, Lhey have been ]istcd a.~ ,veH. 

6) Notes, such as nan1es of translators, reYie,vs, and other relevant 
1 n f orn1a tion. 

\;l/i th some rel uc( ance1 I have n1adc a f c\v entries for editions I have 
not actual1y .seen. These entries represent cditjons that n1ay have 
existed but that I have hccn unah]c to ]ocale. These are sho,vn in 
brackets i and the source of the cnt ry is recorded. Not every entry in 
every bjbliography is represented, ho,vcver; those ]isting~ ,vhich 
appear to be ghosts have been passed over. 
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/11dudhrg Prore Rrm:umres, .. ,'horl Stories] ti.-:~d 1ranslt1tir;Jl.l of ror-
t'ig11 Fic1 i(m. 2nd cd _ 1 .ond on: ] )a \\.'$ons I I 9fi 1 _ 

f ~enei·ieve Rol I eme. ~; R i h l 1og ra phi e is L n Lou is-Sf hast iru ii lcr-
dff> d ic I 1-01; na; re ~u n poiJtraphe. Paris: Un ion gen c rn I e 
d 1editions~ 197~. Pp. 42 5-434. 

Forrc~t 1knn; mul J\lary ]),1nids. FreJrcb l.,itcmJure i11 f'arly 
-'1mrricem TwnJ/(Jtio11: A /Hbf fo,gr.aphicai J)'un:~y rf /Jook a,id 
l }tmphlets I )rinud in I ht.• l-'n iud St aJ('s from J 6 68-1820. NC\~' 

York & London: Garbnd. J')j 7. 

F. \\-'. Bah.::son, ed. 7'ht Cambridge llibliri~~rll.JhkY rf f . .'uili~h l.it-
crature. 4 \'ol.s. ~cw York: ~bcmillan; CatBl1ridgc-, 
r.ng land: C n 1\·cr~; l j · JJrc_~~ 1 19-t I _ 

Alrx:1ndn: Cior~nc:-~co _ lliblir,gr(J.phir de la h'llfraturr Jranraisf 
du dix-huilihne :;ihfr_ 3 •.ols. P;:iri~: Ccntn: natcunalc de li.l 
r-cd 1c rch c-scic-111 i fiq w:, 1969. 
I. F. Clarke. Thr Tait: of tlx Futun\ from the /Jegi,ming to the 
Prcg1~, Day. Jrd cd. London: Library Association, l 976_ 

Sih·io Cor~i11i. llcc-i.=uil d'urn1n11c..:1it~ gran:c sur bots prind-
pa I cm en t d ans le-s i rnp ri tnes In u sa n no i_'i p;i tu~ (h.:-17 70 fl 
1774. These Lausannc 1 1979. 

J. S. l·-.rsch. A!lgemei,tcr Rt!ptrtfJrium des J,iteralurfiir die Jahrc 
1791 bis 1795. 2 ,·o!s. \Vdmar. 1799-1:-100~ rpt. Bern: Lnngs 
1970. 

Ftghtcenth-Ccntury Simrt-Ti[ le Ca1alogt1c (on-line d~tc1 
base \'C rs i o 11}. 
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r.\'ans 

Frornm 

Girard 

C-rraesse 

J-1 a I kl:"tt & Laing 

I-lardy 

1-ldnsius 

1-Icinsius (Rrmuuie) 

l ligg~ 

l-lolzm:1nn & Bonatt~ 

j-fichc-r 

Kayser 

Krauss 

/J '.A.11 2 440 27 
Chrirlc.:s E,·ans. Am(rk~11 Bihliagraphy: A Cbrom;!ogical Die-
t hma,-y ef oil Boob I Pomphfr t5 and Periodicals Pritu r:d in , be 
Uni led St ates af A merira from t Ix Grm:rir of Prin ling in 1619 
drri.JJ1J wand lndudiiig the }rar J 820. 29 \·ols. Chicago: 
Blal.:elr; \Vorccster: American Antiquarian Societyt 
1903-1959. 

l·J;ins l•·romnl. llibhogrophie de"t.scher UebfrgJzungen aus dem 
Frmi:i.&isthtn, 1700-1948. 6 vo]~. 11::i.dcn-ll~d~n: Kunst 1 

1950-195 3. 

Gill es G i rarJ . 1 Bi bliogra ph ic d cs oeuvres de J\·1 e rd er 'l in 
1-Icrma n n 1-J of c r, cd. 1 um fr~S ;bruJ ren Afr rcitr, prkurstur e, sn 
forttme, (].'1..-'fC les do,,.m-rents bredits: Recttri! dltudcs sur finjfoenn.· 
de Atercicr. J\1unlch: Fink, 1977. Pp. 3 29-3 39. 

Johann G corg Throdo r G raessc. Trhor de livrt; r(}.res et 
prfcicu:r ou mm--.Hwu diet frmna ire bib! iographique. 7 ,·ol s. l) n:s-
dcn: Kuntze, J 85"9-1867. 

Sann1d Ha]kclt & John L~ing. Dictimzmy ef AuonJnwm aud 
J>seudo,~ymous English Literature. r---; rw & cnlgJ. ed. 6 ,nls. 
Etltnburgh & London: Oli1r·cr & llord, 192~ 193 2. 

J. C. I lardy. A Cfltafogm· ()/ Prose Fittirm, ~1foi11~1y of lhe Eigb-
1ern1h Ccn1ury,Jmm o Prh.iate l.ibrary. Frcnid1: Duval 1 1982. 
\Vtlh~lm l-I~instus. 1\/lgem~iurs Biicl~r-Lo,:ikrm od,~r 
t'f.Jllst ii nd igcs ulphabe1 lsi:hes-l 'frz.fich,~ iss der '~>rm 1700 bis £If Ende 
J 800 enthirme-ne,1 fl iitkr. 4 , ul s. ] .,c i pzig, 1812,. rpt. G rn z: 
Aka de rn i ~che r) ruck, 196 2 _ 
_ .... 'Romanc,,u in AJJgrmr:iner Biirhrr-Lrxikrm~ ,·ol, J\l_ 

[ I cnry I Tiggs. Bihl iograj1hy of E((mvm ic:s, l 7 51-17 7 5. Cam-
b ridgc Engbnd: Unh-'crsity Press, 1935. 
(\ 1 i c h;-a c I I Io Ii.ma nn and ]-la n s iloh :1 tta . J ku l sches 1\ 1w11 ym~ n~ 
Lcxikrm, 1501~!850. 8 ,·ols. "~cimar, 1902; rpt. H ild~;hdrn: 
Olnl-~, 196 l. 

ChristJan Gottlob JocheL A llgemeines gdehrten. lo.-iam, l i 
-voh. 11i]desheim: Olms, 1960. 

Chri~(iao Gott!olJ Kay:scr. l'olhtlindigcs lliidxr-1.exiccm enthf.J!-
und ollt.· 1vo11 1750 bis zu Emk dfs jabn:~s 1832 fo JJ~·wschlmul 
und in den a~tt?renzenden J ii1ulercn gednKklrn Blichrr. 7 \"OL't. 
Leipzig, 18 34--183 8;. rpt. (]rat:: A kalkmis:chc Druck., 1961. 

,,·crncr Krauss an<l i'danin Fontius. Frmrz.rui.~che /Jrttckt-des 
J 8 _ johrhu.nderts i,~ den Bibliol hekcu dfr Di•ul st hen l )en-mJ:.ra-
1 i;dJtn Repubfik: Bibliugraphie. Berlin: Akadc::mic-\'crlag, 
1970_ . 

Gustave Lanson. J1anue1 bih!iographiqrle ,tr fa litlfmturc 
fr(IJlfaist• mod'!rtlf .rVJr, X\lile, xv II fr t'l X !Xe :;lfdc,r;. l"\1ou,·. 
t<l Paris: 1-facht:!ttc, 1925. 
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l\lauzi 

J\ktEel 

l\:cglcy 

OCLC 
PPL 

(2LI.frard 

Jlq~in,1ld 

Reusch 

Rcyn:1ud 

RLJN 
Seguin 

Sowerbv 
,i 

llar--i)ard Librfny Bulletin 

\Vendelin Yon ~1ahzahn. f)wJscmr /Jiichrr.Jthalz drs 16. 1 /7. 
wd /8_ bi.~ mN die 1\/itu drs /9_ Johrhmulu,J_ Jen~ & Fr::.nk-
forl I I 8i5-1882, rrt- H i!dcshcirn: Olnis, 1966. 
Andr(· 1\-fanin and Gerard \\'alter. Cawlogue dr thistoirc dr In 
,l-.. 10/ul irm fra!ifflise. 5 \"Uls. Paris~ l3ibliothcqucs ncitiona]cs, 
1936-19-B. 

llobcn A-lauzi. J.~ldfe du htmheur dtms la Ji11ira1urc ct la ptmle 
Jraufuise au .XVII!,· 1iede. 3rd cd. Paris: Armand f.:olint 
1967. 

Jo h:-1 n n_ (~ r..:n rg 1 usd . nas gd ebrt Te" urhlo Jul, odtr, l.e xiam 
dcrjrizt lebr11d~n h'rti!elxi: Schrift~·ulkr. 23 \'Ols. 511i cd. 
r .cmgo: 1800-1834~ rpt. 1 rihlcshcirn~ Olm~1 1965-1966_ 

Glenn cglcy. Uwpian Litermure: A Biblhgrnpk,· wiJh a 
Supplrmr11tmy Lis1ii1g of l Forks lnjlurntial in L'1opi1m Thongh1. 
Lawrence: Regents Press of Kans.ast 197 7. 

Gtorgc \\i!tson and L H.. \, 1i11ison, eds. 'l"'be !1./eu~ C(lmbrid,_f;fc 
R/bfiogr(lphy ef I::11._~h~b Ltttrati,rc. S ,"Ols. C:1m uridg<=i 
EnglaCld: Unin.:-r.stty Prc-s~, 1974-1977. 
OCLC 1 Inc. dat.1: base. 

Library Company, Philadelphia. Catafogue of tlx Bo,;h 
/Jdw~qi,ig J() the Ljbrm·y Comprmy {)f t'hiladelphjn. 3 \-ols. 
Phifoddphia: Shc-rm:in, I 835~ 1 R 39_ 

\ Villiam \\'ebb Pusey. '~Appendix l (To Chapter H): Ger-
man Translations of Alercier•s \Vorks/" in his Louis-Srbmliru 
1lftrcfrr in Germm1_1,-·: Jlis loguc amt hiflueuce in 1h, Eigb1~111h 
Ce111ury. New York: Columbia L'niversity Pre.ss, 1939. Pp. 
211-227. 

J os(.·ph i"l1a ri r Qu C: ra rd. LA France lit tera ir~, ou ditt ionnai n' 
bi hi iog raphiqur des s{n_ lflH Is~ historirns i ,r gr uJ de let 1,n de I a 
France. 10 \'ols. Paris: Didot, J 82 7- l8J9. 

Roucn lh::ginahl. Srfrm;f Fiction tmd Fm11a.ry J.itt-raturt": A 
Cbrdd i.:t, l 700-19 7 4, with Con u 11.11orory Sc fr11te Fict io1j 
Au1hor1 fl. 2 n~ls. Detroit: (]ale, ,1979_ 

I-fcinrich Reusch. Der lmlr.r der 'f·rrbotru,n lliicbrr. 2 \'ols. 
Bonn: Cohen, 1885. 

I ·[c11ry jean Reyna1•rl. A-'Mu .s11ppMm~n1nires sur Jes li't.wes a 
gravu rts Ju X F 11 It siecle. (ieneva: Bi hliot h eq uc des er ud its; 
] ~ynns: Presses acad~miques, 195 5 

Research Libraries Information Network c..bta ba:sc. 
J . A . R. Scgu L n. Fn:m:h l \ rorks in English Trans Im ion :t 
1731-1799. 8 \-ob. J crs-cy City: P~xton, 1965-1970. 
En1ily i\-tiUicent Sowerby. Catalogue of the Librar:y of Tlx,mas 
Jeflrrro11. 5 ,uls. \\~a:shington, D.C.: Library of Congress~ 
195 2-l9 59. 
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Dora Francc.schi Spinaz.zola. Culdlago drllu bibliotcca di Luigi 
Einaadi~ oprre r-con~mirhe c polilidx dei .sccoft .XFJ-XJX. 2 ,·ol.'?i. 
Turin: Danca d1halia, 1981. · 

I~ ugo Paul ~I 'hie m c. ll ihlfo,g raphir tle la lit Nrat it re franra i.rr de 
I 80() tr 1930. J ,·oh. P:n-i!'!i: J)roz., 193 3. 
Rohen \Vau. Biblfotlxcn Britannica: Or, A Gcucrnl ludc.r to 
Bril iib and Foreign Li tcra t tt re. 4 'i-'ol s. Edinburgh: Con st il Ll c, 
1824. 

D:u·id H.. \\-'c::1rnc::r. /Jihlfrt?lYI/Jhy 1JJ Amcric.tJ.11 Cnlllm!: 
/493-187.5. Ann Arhor: Uni\·c:n:ity J\Ecrofihn~ l 957. 

Emil \Veller. /Jir faisrhrn rmd fiugirrJrn Druckor:c: Rcpt'rWrium 
dl'r seit Erfindung der Buchdrw:-klrkm1s1 ,tntrr fafrchcr Ffrma 
rrrchimencn dru1schcn latciuirchcu u11d Jranz.osisrhen Srhrif1cu. 2 
\'O's. Leipzig~ 1864; rpt. Hildesheim: Olms, 1960. 
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I .. 1n RA R \'" S YMn 01.s 

The following symbol~ are userl in the bibliogn1phy, 

As Oc-stcrrc-ichischc-NJtionttlbil>lioth-ckl Vienna, Au:;tria 

A~G U Uni, ecr.si tats bi Ll i ot hck. G ra z. Aust r j a 

AsS U Unii•c-r.sil;-il sbibiiothck, Sal,.burg., Austria 
As V \Viener Stadt- und Landeshihliothek. ,rienna. Austria 

Be BiM1othcriuc Hoyalc Albert JH, Brussels, lklgium 
Be AS Stad sl:ii bl i olhcek. A nnver p. Belgium 
Be8SL Bihl1otheguc d('s Facl1ht~, Ur1i,·c-r.i:;iuirc Saint.] -'>~•i~., Bru~:-.c;h, 

llclgium 
n eG R R i j k s1I n i ver sitd rt Cen tra le Bihl inl Ji (:Cl.:~ (;II C:T\ t I Bd gi \l rn 

Hd ~U Unin.~r~JH~ de I jfgt~, Liegel Belgium 
Bc:LoU Uni·n::rsitc'.: de-J nll\'ain, l .n(l\";•in, Hdghm, 
Call Va LT University of British Colun1bia1 Vancou,·er, B.C., Canada 

Cn O 1-J J\·1 j\·i ct\ 1 as.t er Un [\'c rsj l }\ l ·I am i It on I Ontar~ o. Ca n.ada 
Ca OT UTF Thon1a s Fisher R:a re Book L ihra r j\ Un h·ers it y of Toronto~ 

·1oronto, Ont~rio, Canada 
CaQQUS Unh·rrsitr Sen1;rnuy. Uni\'t:r~ite de Quehe:c a Que-hec, Ql1~b'-", 

Canatfa 
CLSU 
er .U-S/C 

CO!\ ·tC 

CSdS 
CSmH 
CSr 

Ctl IT-\V 
CtY 

CU-BA~C 
ClJ-l~iv 
C.C-S 

1 )t-U 

DLC 
Pc\lV 

Un1\·rrsic)· of Southern Caltforni.a~ l..o_,;; Angeles, CA 

Un h·c rs it r of Cfi Ii forn ill, S ptcia I Co lkct iu n :s. Los A ngck~. CA 
h·Ells C.:0Hege1 Oakland~ CA 
Si!n Diego State University. San D]cgu, CA 
Henry E. 1-Juntington Library, San J\·1ar1no1 CA 

Stnnford Uni\·ersity. Srnnford 1 CA 

\Va[ lin!--(lll I .ilJrury., Trinity c~~1 lcgc., Han ford, CT 

Yale L nh·crsitv, 1\1cw HaYc>n i CT 
" 

Bancroft I .ihrary, Cnin::rsjt}' of California, B~rJ.:dcy, CA 

lJr, i n~r:si t y of C:1 I l fornia., R in.:-rs i J t:, CA 
Unh.·ersiry of r::1li forni.1., S:rn Die-go, CA 
Unin:.:rsit)· of Dd~\.\nrc, Ncv.·.1.rk, DE 
L!brary of Congress, ,,~ashington1 DC 
Uni \.'ers i l y of :\. f i a1n i 1 Cora.! (lahle~, FL 

Hihliolh~qm.: unmkipalc, AIJlx.~·illc 1 France 
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FrAi 
FrAj 

rrilA 

FrHe 
FrlJo 
Frilou 
FrCa 
FrC.:h 
FrCo 
FrCom 

FrDr 
FrF.p 
FrlJ 
FrLe."f 
FrLi 
FrLy 
Fn\1t· 
FrJ\1o 
FrJ\1on 
Fri\1ont 
FtN 
firN:in 
FrNl 
FrNtm 
FrNto 
FrO 
Frl)BA 
FrPBH 
FrPlit\T 

FrPBS 
I•'rP~ 

FrPl 
FrPU 

FrH 
r:rs 

/./An 2440 
Bi lJ l iot hCT"] uc-j\-~ cj an cs) A• ,.-:-en. Pro,'Cnce, Fr111cc 

Bibliothc-que munic:ipalc1 Ajaccio 1 France 
Archi,·es -rt IljLliothcquc 1 Centre de documentation cl de 
n:chcrchc, Prifrct un: m~rilirm:, Br-.:st, Frnr1cc 
R ih Ii ot heq uc mun tci pa I e, Besa n~on, Fr ancc 

B iL Ii ut h~q uc mun cd pa k, llord tau x "t F ranee 
Bibliotheq ue rnunccipalc, Ilourgcs, France 

BiLliothcq m:: rrUU\[Cip:ilc, Cilcn, Fr.trn:::c 
Bib Ii otheq uc .l acq u es Pre\·cn I Cher bou rg I F ranee 
Biblioth~'luc de la \·ille~ ("~lmar, France 

Bib Ii ot h~q uc mun ici pa I c, Comp ccgnc, F ranee 
Bihliot hc'luc n1untcipale1 I )raguignan1 France 
Bib!ioth~q uc munrcipalc, Epcrnay 1 France 
BiLliO[ [1cq uc muntcipalc, Dijon, Fra[lCC 

Bibliothcq ue municipalc, Le l\1ans, France 
BiLliotht:-q nc municip:dc, Lille, France 
llibliotheq uc de la ville~ Lyon, Frilncc 

Bi bl l ut h t~q_ uc-~ 1 nl i a th b..111 r I J\·1 ctz I F rn n C(~ 

E i b! i ot heq ue mun rci pa I c, .\ 1on tpel lier 1 1 •'ranee 
Bib!iothcq u-c municipalc, .~1onlbfl iard, Fm net 

8ib!iotheq uc municipale, ..:\1ontauban i f ranee 
Bib!iot~1cq ti~ rnUilcdpalc, N:tntcs, France 
Bib!iothcque munrcipalc, Nanc:yi fruncc 

Hib!luthtquc municipah.:, NkT 1 France 
Bihliothcquc mnnicipalc, Nimes 1 France 

Ilibliothtquc pu bliqul:", Niort~ r,rance 
Bib!iothcq uc class& de la \'lllc, Or]ean~1 France 
Bibliot hi:·q uc de PA rSt:"nal, Paris, France 
Dibliothcq uc histol'ique de l:1 ,·illc de Paris, Paris I France 
l~it,liotheq 11-1..:: 111t irni~lci Pi1ris, Fm nee 

Ilih!iotn-cq uc intcruni\'ersitairc Saint-Gcncvit~·c, Parjs 1 France 
Bib! i ot 1{:q t 1c 111 un Lei pa I c, I Jeri gucu x, FnL n re 
Iliu!iotnt-q uc Jc rlnstitut de Franc:e, Parist France 

t_; n i\'crs it ls <le P~ r is, Bi !JI iot hcq uc de l :1 So rLonnl:", Pa ri ~, 
France 

Biblio1hh7 uc n1ur1icipalc1 Hl1t::1n1_';i Francc::-

Bibliothct7 llC hurnanistc ct ~rchi\'C-S de la ,.-rnc1 Sdcstat, France 

3 1 
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FrS1 
l~rT 

FrTo 

Fr' loL• 
FrT\' 

,,/ 

1•·rv 

FTaSU 
FU 
cu 
G,·A .. 
GyBA\\' 

G,·IlTU .. 
GyBoU 
GyC 
(.;yl) 

GyEU 

GyFl\l 
GyCn 

GyGr 

Gyl-Ia 
(;\'l·Jal 

..} 

GyjcU 

GyK 

Gyl.U 

GyS 
Gy\VcN 

1-Jar·vard l..ibrn,y Bullc1iJ1 
Rihl1othcguc n1unicipa.le, Strnsbnurg, Fm.nee 
Il i LI iothc4 lLC de h1 \ . .1 k' . Jou 1-ousc, Fra nee-

Bi bl ioth cq u c mu nic-i p.-. le, · [our~, Franc'.:" 

I Ebl iot I lCCJ u c n1u nici pa I e, To u I on, Fra nee 

Bi,., l iot t1 cq u C 111U n [cl p:-.1 C, ~I ro yes' r, ra.nc:c 

Kih l iot heq u e ,nu n ici p:1 I e, \ 7ersa i Iles~ Fra nee 

Uil,liothclJUC munccip;llc, Vcndfonc., France 
f lorida State- University, Tallahassee-, FL 

Unin~rsity uf FioddR. G~in~.,_.i] le. FJ. 
Un in~rsi t y of G ern·gia, Atl1 e-n s, GA 

Staats- und StadtbilJlJothd.;, Al1g$uurg, GcrmJn}' 

Ak::1demit dcr \Vis~enschaften~ Berlin, (~crnrnny 

Tee hn i schc Uni ,·crs it at Bihl iot hr 1 ll er l 1 n I Genna n y 
• T 

Un ,\·,:rs it ilt s!Ji bl iol 1, ek I Hnn n t Germ any 

u.ndcsuibliothek! CoLurg, Germany 
S:1 cl Is i ~ch t I ~a ndcs hihl tot h ck, J)res d c n 1 Ger man r 
t; n i\·c rsi t atsb ibl i othck, Fri L:d r id1-A kx" ndcr-Vn i\·crsi tat) Erl an• 
g(:n, Gcr.-nany 
Stadt- und Unin~rsit~tsbHJi [othck, Fra.n~furt/!\1 ain) Gcrm::1.ny 

N' • cdc:r~iic I Is i ~chc Staats- u nd Uni vers i 1:1 ts bi bli othck ! 
G ottingc n, G c r rn:i n y 

C n i\'crsi ta 5: s 1J i bl i othck 1 .Ern s:t -~1ori I z•A rnd l Uni ,·er.si tat, G re t f s-
\, ·al d, Gcrrnitny 
St;uHs- und Cnh·cr.r;:itatshjbliothek, l~amlJurg, Germany 
U nh·ers i ta tsbib l io5: hd,, A 1a rt i rl -l ~u th er Un in·rs i tat) Ha II c, Ger -
m~nv .. 
Un i\·t:: rs1 t 1itshi bl ioth e k, Fri c:tl rich •Schi I !er Un 1\'ersi tat, l en a! . . 
G'-.:rHl;lrl)' 

-G esa mt hoch sch u l-Bib 1 iot h ck~ Land cs bib 1 ioth t k und :,.. 1 ur-
ha nl sd 11.: Bi bl 101 l LC k) K ~l!,~el) German)' 

L1nivcrsitatsbiblioth(:k 1 Karl-1\iarx-Univcrsitatt Leipzigt Ger-
many 
Ha}' t ri ~ch e S l a:i Lsb i bl i ot hek J\ 1 u n ich I Gcrm:;1. n) · 
furst Thurn und ~]a:-ds, Zcntrnl::irchi\'- l-lofbibliothek, Rc-gt!"n~-
burgt Gerrn_any 
, V (i •·Lt(: in berg• schc Landes bi bl j othck. Stuttgart , German)' 

National c F ur.sc lm ngs-u n<l Ged e-n ksta u en cl c r kl a:s~ i ~d1 11 

dcu t ~d1 t1\ Litera tu rt '-Ve i mar! G ~rma n y 
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Gy\VH 

ICN 

InNd 
Jnll 
JnU-Li 
Ird>T 
Il 

ltl~o 
ltCr 
hFLLF 

lt(iU 

hl\1U-F 

ltRilA 
]t\7 

lU-R 
Kyl.,oL· 

KyU 
KUrS 

~fell 

~-fRAt 
~11-1 
.~1H-BA 

J\11-1-1-1 
,\1iD,v 

~tiC 
.~1nU 

-~1\VA 
NB\l 
NllC-
NcD 
NcU 

KeAl 

H crwg .August Bjb 1 iothck 1 \ \-'ol fen bu u d, G crnl i3 n y 

Newberry Library, Chicago! IL 

I\' ot re Oamc Unt\•crsitv,. South Bend I II'\' 
lndfrma U1li\ 0ersmly, Dlooming1:on, ]N 

L1lly Lihrary 1 lndiana Uni,·c::-rsity, B]oomington, JN 

Trinity College) Unt\'rrsity of Dublin, J )uhHnt [rd and 

Bib! i otec.a n azi on a le .i\"] arcin na, \ 1c nice, I ud y 

Ilil.JH01:ccn con1munak: dcH~ An.:hig1n11as10, Bologna, July 

Hihliolcc~ statalc Ji Crcrnon~, Cre1nona,. lta ly 

Bi h 1 cut t'Ca <lei la I 1'.aco lta d l I ct tcrc C fi I OS O fi il I u n h·crs j ta d rgl i 
sul<l i di Ji'i rcnzc,. Flo n:ncc, Jta Ir 
Di l, ! i ot CCfJ uni \'CL'S it.aria,. G cnoj, ll ,11 y 

Uni~·crsita dcgli studi di ~-lilano1 Bibliotc.:ca de-Ila F:icoha di 
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Hihliotcca Angdica 1 llome, ltaly 
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Boston Athena:: um 

l fa.n·:ud Universi1y1 Cambridge,. i\lA 

1-Iarnnd Unin;rsit)\ Graduate Schoo! of Business Administra-
tion1 Boscon, l\1A 
1-lan-ard Unh-ersity~ Houghton Liurnry1 C:aJnhridge) i\·f A 
\\'r.ynt: S1 ,ltc llnh·ersity, Dctroit 1 ;-._,1 I 

Uni\·ersity of l\'lcchigan1 Ann Arhor 1 i\11 

Uni\'Cr5ity or l\·linncsotn, !\·1inncapolj~,. J\i]\ 1 

A Jncrica n Ant iq u arfa n Socict y 1 \ \hrcc::-stcr, J\-1 A 

Iluffalo & Eric.: Count\' Public LiLran·,. Iluffolo,. r,,.;y 
I 

U nfrcrs it y of f\ 1 ~lJrasbl i [ ..in col n I N E 

Duke Unt\•crshv,. Durham, KC 

Unt\·crsity of ~ortb Caro!inat Chapel Hill, NC 

lntcrn1tionaal 1 nstituut ,uor Soc tale C.eschicdnis, AmstlTdar1,,. 
N cth<.TI ands 

Un i\'crs i lei t :s-ll i lJJ tOl I 1 cc-k A n1 ~terd am,. N ct hcrla m.1 s 
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100 J-lar·vord Librt11Jr Bulletin 
sn1a1l sector of the pub]ishing industry, furthering the interests of the 
l1 bra ry com n1uni ty and performing a service to the general public in 
a soph i stj ca tcd and prof e.ssional n1anncr. · 1 ·hc ti n1e is no,v ripe for the 
great rese:--trch Jiurarics of the \vorld to enhance the resu[ts of their 
years of col1ection and preservation ,vith a commitn1cnt to the con1-
plcn1cntary process of pu lJ] ishing. 
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