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The Question of Lamb 
Leo A1. Kaiser 

N THE CLASS OF 1 701 at I-Iarvard ,vas a certain Lan1b ,vho, as 
CJiiT ord Shipton relates/ disappears f ron1 the record~ in the last 
quarter of senior year df ter t\vo fines nnd a large bill fur ,vindov/-
glass, and scerningly did not graduate. Latnb n1ay ,vell have been 

J ash ua Lan1 h of Rox bury, i\11 assach usetts, tu be kept distinct from his 
son Joshua, ,vho entered Harvard ,vith the Class of 17 2 3 oniy to die 
fro,n a f aU before graduating-.~ There exists in the Harvard College 
A.rchives a n1anuscript quaestio s sjgncd ''J. Lan1h/' ,vhich Shipton 
assigns to 1 697 ,vhcn, of course, the elder Lmnb ,vou]d have been a 
freshn1an. But the qtffr1:stio, the text of ,vhich ,,,.e publish for the first 
tin1e bclo,v, is of the ty"}JC that students norn1nll)r argue the affirmative 
or negative of nt Co1nmencen1ent cercn1onics as l\l2stcr 1s candidates. 

The 1nystcrics surrounding Sir J..Jamb n1ay not he dissipated by the 
appearance of this edition of the quaestio. The ,vork itself, ho,vever, 
proves to be nicely-done, opening its reasoning \Vith a sly· echo of the 
most f ami] i:tr 1ine of Ciesar's Gnllic J,JT nr~ ~nd proceeding ,vith deft 
rerniniscences of clas~ical poets and prosatenrs to dc1nonstr11te that 
brute beasts are not posses~ed of rea,~on. '''e.11-org~nizcd and smoothly 
Bo,ving~ ,vith the n1crcst touch of post-classical synt2x, La1nb's effort 
surely· 1nust be representative of 1nuch student oratory at Harvard in 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries) ::ind as ~uch \vholly deserving 
of examination by the historian of An1cr1can pub]ic spe~k1ng. 

In our edition the spelling -a.nd pGragraphing of the manuscript have 
been preserved, l1ut not necessar1l}' its punctuation or capitalization. 
A number of ,vhat seen1 to be merely coprist's errors are jndicatcd in 
the notes to the text, along \Vith designations of the cl:lssical authors 
echoed. Some of these surely have escaped our notice. Bracketed 
numbers in the text arc the pa.gc ntunbcrs of the manuscript. To the 

1 Clifford K. Shipton, Si/) I e y Is H .:1 rva rd Gr adutr t es: Bio f{ra J}bi ca I S kct c bes of 
Those JJTlJo Attended Har-vard College (Iloston, I 93 7 ), V, 73-. 

i Shipton, ibid. 
3 Shipton (ibid.) terms it simply an orir1on. On the quacstio., see S~1nucl E. 

i\·lorison, Hanmrd College in tf:Je Seventeenth Centur:y ( Cambridge. 1936 ), II, I 59-
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Tbe Questio11 of L,nnb 17 
Harvard University J ... ibrary· I ~111 1nuch indebted for a photostatic 
copy of the rnanuscript and other kind]y services. 

i\.n JJatur llado in llrutis Proprie Dicta? 

Hu jus ten1pods p hilosopbos jn trcs velut pnrtes divisos r> videainus. Qui Car~ 
tcsiurn ~ecp111nrur, on1ncn1 cognitionen1 in10 ct sensun1 bcstlis adh11u nt, casquc 
ut rn~chi nns seu auton1ata a. surnn10 arti ficc u el aborata -considerant. A Hi e con-
tra non cognitione111 111odo sed ct r~ajonc[n brutis tril..ucrc videntu r. Nos vcro 
rncdi:::.111 inter cxtrenHl~ opinioncn1 scquimur. Bruta ergo ct sensu et cognitinne 
q u adnn1 licct j~npcrf cctrr donantnr. Quan1obre111 u t fjtcnn1r brurn non 1nnch inns 
cssc, nee on1ni sensu aut pcrccptiOLte destitui, sic on111ino ncga1nus c-J. rationc 
propria donari. Sed q uod j spccic.(j uliq ua si,re un1bra ration1s 6 in brutis d'1tur, 
CJ u n tu n1 v j s non t n t us grad us q un n tus in hon1 in i hus, pro ba bi n1 us. Sit j taq ue 
priiHa conclusio: hruta et scnsu ct cognitionc ct pcrccptio11c (]undam clon:.1ntnr. 
!d ultis argun1ent[S probari po test conclusio, quac qu~ntu1n ficr1 poterit contra-
hcrnus. Prin10 non minu!i videtur ccrn1rn brut:.-t aut scntirc aut pc.rcipc.re quam 
certun1 est ca occulist anrjbus et riliis jd scnticndurn -apti1tis orgnnis esse praedi-
t11.[) 1'.1on entn1 est ,~cri~irnile brura Ol'.l:ulos ab Authorc Nr1turric u) f!Ccepiss:e, tri-

1nctst non ,,.-jdent nee pcrcjpi unt q uicquan1; aut nihH ca cssc a1iud q u~rn 1na-
chinas q uae nihi I scntiunt, ni hil agunt. Secundo, nihil est {ere quod ah cx:-
pcricnti::1~ a co111n1uni hon1in111n scnsu, 11 et nb ips:1 eyjdcntfa n1agis abhorrcat, 
q ua111 scnsu1n ct cognjtionen1 bnni~ aditnerc. Fieri enim vi\: po test ut can is 
venadcus per cornpcndia vfarun1 1~ leporcnl inscquat uri aut ieporcs ipsi per 
Vil rios flex us 1•1 [ 19] canes jnsc(]UCntes c]udnnt, aut bcstfa:c aliae nliis struant in-
_c;id i;:,s, H ut quac ex pracda vivunt] .si on1ni on1nino cognitionc prjvcntur. Re-
spondent nonnu1l i rn i !las hrutorurn '1Stutfas. ex occultiorc quodan1 naturae in-
.stjnctu prodire. Id u]tro f atcinur, sc-d 1neriro contend h11us insljncturn iilum 
ci tra u 1 la n l co gni ti on e1 n au t pc rec pt tone n1 j n tell j gi non po s..s c. Insti nc tu n~ -
turac can is ad vcn;:,.ndum in1pe1Jituri scd nisi JO eo esset velut docHfras q uacdn1n 
prod ere 1~ olf actu aut v1su deprchcns~~ trc1nulo caudae rnotu 11 vcnatorcn1 non 
ad n10 ncrct. 

4 The indjcati,·o is proper here since A1i introduces single direct question . 
.c; Cf. Caes;ir, 1Jellunt Gnllicu1n 1. 1: G~l1ia est on1nis dh·isa in. part es tres. 
fj Cf. Cic~rot Tinu-.eus 6: si pulcl1cr est hie n\uncln~ et si probus eius artif ci.:. 
7 The quod construction is post-clas~ical. 
8 Cf. Plir1y, ft-lat. Hist. 30.2: \'Critati5 umbras. 
o J\.1s: pra ed itas. 
1° Cf. Tertullian~ De Anhutr 16: natura~ deus auctor est. 
11 Cf. Cjccro, De Do,uo Sua 97: com1nunc:1n nnturae sensurn. 
1~ Cf. PHnr., /.'i,lM. I-list. 5.5: con1pcndiurn l'iac+ 
1 :=: Cf+ Lu cl"C ti u,) 3. 5 86: p ercp.J c v j aru nl onln is flexus. 
1 ·1 Cf. O,~id, 1lf c-t. 1. n17-19R: mi hi. . ./srruxerit insidils. 
J ri l\1s: nonulli. 
lO A1s: pcrdire+ 
1 -r Cf, Odd! Af et. S.3 75: lrnstarmn trcmulo + •• motu. 
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,r erum 1 inguiunr, canes Jongj nssuetudine ,,.el verberibus ctia1n aut blnnditiis 
et al, is fonn~ntur ct instituuntuL At hoc ipsun1 cvinccrc vidcrur hrut~ nee sc-n-
su nee pc rccp t j on c d csti tu i., q 11 o cl p I a ne J ern onst ra. t 1 s quo d b ru ta non p ossun t 
cssc rnachi nac. 1-n Porro on1nis rntioc1natio prop de d icra est curn rcflcxjone con~ 
junctr1?0 est o~nnis ratio nniu~ cognitionis ex alb. Nnn1 in on1ni r~tionc consc-
q u ens cum an teced en te co 111 p arat ur 1 i mo cog n i ti o an tee eden t1 s con f crri d c bet 
cum cog 11 it ion c con sc q u en tis. Quo d Ii er i no 11 po test sine cogni tj on c reflex~, 
qua 1 is in b rut 1s nu I Ia esse p otest. 01n n is be 11 u an1 m cogni ti o so] a a pp re hensi o nc 
aut narurali jud icio con ti ncturt jdquc ad propriam conscrvatione111 i1s dattun 
est, ve] ex ipsis natur~e initiis proficiscin1r+~1 Atqne h.acc innata cognitio cun1 
appetitu conj uncta c.st. In brutis etiam est docilitas qu:1cdan1 in1propric dicta., 
quan1 o~. jcctorun1 species ct appetitus nnturalis cfficjunt. Itnque f :Hcnu1r in ... 
natarn h1 utoru1n J 2.0) cognirjonen1 ex varioru1n ~3 sensibiHum imprcssione 111111-

tum augcri ct roborari \r cnnn on1ni5 1Ha crudido quae j n bestiis ccrnitur ex: 
connc:donc lmaginu n1 qune inter se sunt co)Ugatae, non ex rationc ipsa ducitur. 
Non cnim jd concedjn1us. docjlitatcn1 on111c1n esse cnm rat1ocjnatione conjunc-
tatn; aut do{.:i1it~ten1 e~e niL_innis argrn11entun1i 11isi quando I est] 24 cu1n cogni-
tionc reflex-a ant spiritali conncxa sjt mc1noria. ]letlexioncn1 ha bet sibi ad junc-
tan1~ sed jn1proprie dictan1; est enin1 cognitio objccti ante cognitii non 
cognitjonis. ipsius cognitio. Ex qui bus q ur.m plane den1onstratur quod bruta 
non lrnbcnl ratjone1n proprie sic dictan1, 

Ui i'Hs: dernons.trant. 
rn i\-1s1 mach.inas. 
:20 ~·ls: conjucta. 

1 i\·1 s : profici situr. 
2~ Cf. Cicero, De Fini bus 4,2 5: priina appctitia naturalis. 
23 i\'1s: vAriarorurn. 
2 -t I have bracketed this as superfluous:. 
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