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From Treason to Antislavery Patriotis111: 
U11itaria11 Co11servatives a11d tl1e 

Fugitive Slave Law 
_Douglas C .. Stange 

A. The Bostonian ,v-ith the "'~[\.J~rk of Ca1t1'1 

N 1849~ a fonncr slave, Josiah Henson, dictated hjs 1ncn1oirs to a 
,vealthy Ilo:;ronianl Sa1nucl A. Eliot. Ji'athcr Henson, as he ,vas 
kno,vn to his pcopJc, had cstnblishcd a colony· for B1acks in Cana~ 
da, and Eliot, a Jifclong exponent of colonizntion, \Vishcd to fur-

ther Henson's ,vork. 1~hc n1c1noirs ,vcrc pubJishcd as T/Je Lif c of Jo-
sinb H ensou and ,vcrc so]d for one do1l2r :1 copy·. Thereafter, l-Icnson 
v~ras a f rCtJUCnt dinner guest at the E]iot hon1c, and long after Eliot's 
death, Jtarhcr Henson continued to possess a deep admiration for the 
''l1igl1-1nindcd and public-spirited aristocrat'' ,vho h~d been his patron+1 

Sa111uel Atkins EJjor ( 1798-1862) graduated fro111 Harvard College 
and the Harvard Divinity Schoo]. l--Ic ,vas never ordained, but served 
n.s [l vcstry1nan and n ,vardcn of I(ing's Chapel. Extremely devout~ he 
held ho1ne devotions in \Yhich his chi1dren recfred their catechism and 
sang hy1nns. He rcguircd his children to n1emorize one ne,v hymn 
each ,vcck. To help thc1n ''to 1ncct :ind nns,ver the cavils of the infide], 
-and tllc pretensions of those ,vho clain1 an exclusive right to tl1e nan1e of 
Christi~n,'' he \Vrote ~1 sn1aJ1 vohnnc, Observations 011 tbe Bible, for 

1 Josi~h Henson 1 Tbe Life of J oria/J 1-J ensonl Fornierly a Sla",.Ht I now an l11babita-nt 
of C mufd.1, ns A:T arr ate d by H i7nre l f (Boston: }\.rth ur D Phelps., l 849) ; i\.1 ary Eli o-t 
GuHd, 1.iS:;imucl Atkins and ~-J.J.ry Eliot: A i'.-iemory Sketch by Thdr Old~st Daugh-
ter/~ p. i 7 ( l\1H-Archivcs); DAni VI~ R1. 

The follo\vjng a.bbrc,~iations arc U$Cd in footnotes of this ~nide~ 
CI uq: C bri rti an l nqu ire r 
DAB: Dlttionary of An:ericau Jllogr(tpby! ed ... ~lien Johnson and Dumns i\-lalone 

(New· York: Char] es Scribncr,s S on5.t 1918-19 58) 
J\1B: Roston Public Li1Jn1ty 
J\ 1 H Hough ton I.,; brary I Harvard Uni \rcrsi ry 
Ml-1-Archi\'"CS: Han·ard U nivcrsity Archives 
i'.1 l -Ii: l\1 as.sa ch usetts I-I istor k :11 Sod ety 
UR~ U ~i it ar fon Review m1 d Re 11 gj o us At a gazine 
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tbe Use of T" oung Persous"/ in 1842. 1-Ic ,vas an intin1ate f ricnd of his 
rninister, Ephr11.in1 Peabody~ a ''devoted ]o\'crn of l(ing's Chnpe], and :1 

fa.ithf ul servant ''to his Saviour 2nd to his God."~ 
E.liot served his a1n1a 1na.tcr as irs rrcasurcr~ 1842.-18 53; and as its 

historian. 1~hc College re\varded hin1 ,vjth a I.JL.D. in 18 5 5. As 
president of the Acade111y of [Vlusic he helped to introduce the instruc-
tion of nn1 ~ic into the Rosron schools. F ron1 r 8 34 to 1 8 3 9, he served 
successive1y as a state reprcscn tative, a state senator~ and the n1ayor of 
Boston~ ln 185ot he ,--.-as elected to Congress) but declined to run for 
re-e]ection at the end of his tern1+ Eliot, a son of tt ,vealthy 111erchant., 
,Yas dedicated to his u\vn and the nation's co111111ercial gro\Yth and 1na-
tcrial prospcrjry. l .. hus~ in Scptcn1bcr 1857, ,\rhcn he suif crcd a finan-
cjal disaster, his good hcahh and cnthusins111 gave \var. ·Friends nnd 
r-c]ativcs Jent their aid. The Boston Gas-Light Com1)any elected hint 
as its president ~1t a rnodcst salary in 1859. \' ct he died three years later, 
~l 1 'poor nnd disappoin tcd tllan." ,,, cbstcr \Vrotc of Eliot, in 1 8 5 o~ ~, he 
is consjdcrcd the irnpcrsonation of Boston; ever-intelligent, cvcr-
patrjotic, cvcr-g]orious Boston.:t' 

The abolitionists in Boston lo-athed E..liot. He carried the Hi\11arl.:: of 
c~in'J on his hro,v~ said a Unitarian n1inister.4 Thon1as '''ent\VOrth 
I-Iiggjnson decl~red that he had ct darkened forever an honored nan1e''; 

2 Guihl ( -note I ~bo,·c) p. 19; Samuel Atkins Eliot, Obser,-i,Jatlous 01~ t1Je Bible,. for 
the Use of Y 01,ng PerJonr (Boston: John H. Eastburn 1 1 84-1),. p. \,.; Henry "\l""ildcr 
Foote~ CIJrfrt Stilling tl.,e lJ7 trVes, A Sen11m1 Pre1.1c1Jed in King'.s Cb.'1pel, Borton 1 

February 2, 1862~ the Sunday .1f ter t1Je FunertfI of t/Je Hon. Sr.~nuel A+ Eliot (Can1~ 
bridge, I 862 ), pp+ J 2i 14, J.Sliot gcncrouslr gave of his ,ye;1lth to Kirifs Cha pd aad 
the Unitarian denomination. See Sann1d A. Eliot~ HJourna1, I 8t 5~ l 8'47/3 pp, 30, J 8j 
46i 5, t ct pasrirn (~-IH-Archives). 

3 I bid., pp. 16i :29-30~ 36! 38; San1ueJ .Atkins Eliot, A Sketch of tbe History of 
1-I_arviud College nnd of its 1-'rere11t St(Jte (Roston; Charles C. L-ittle & James Rro\vn, 
1 848) ; [I-Ia nTa rd CoUcgc] 'O v + R -cc.," l Xi i 91 ( ;\·1 H-Archivcs) . For dd rcsscsj 
~rticlcs, :.:ind kttcrs relating to Eliot's pr-cs1dcn'"-Y of the Acaderny of J\·htsic, sec Eliot 
Papers ( l\'lH-Archives). See a1so Scf.,ilf IT•s Song of the Bell Trnnrlated for the Bos~ 
ton A ctfdcn1y of Afusic hy Sa1nuel A. F..liot (Boston= Pcrl::ins and l\larvini 1837); 
Joseph Pilrncr, Necrology of Allonni of HftN.Mrd College, 1851-.52 to 1862-63 
(Roston: John "\\'ilson & Son 1 lS64)! p. 406~ '''cbstcr quoted in DAB, \ 11, 82. Cf. 
also Andrew Preston l'ca6ody~ Har-1.srrd Graduater TJT}:unu 1 Hm..'e Known (Ilu:ston~ 
Houghton 1 i\1iffiin 1 & Co .• 1890 ), pp. 149-168; Justin ,vim:or, ed., Tbe 1l1e1no1fol 
H istor.'Y of Bosto11t lucludiug Suffolk Co1n1ty t A!at.r(l'c.Jnuettr., 163o~I880) 111 (Boston: 
J :ii.mes R. Osgood & Co.1 I 881 ), 14 3-147. 

4 Rufus Phineas Stebbins to John Go:rhc1.m Palfrey, .i\.·1eadvi1lei 4 October l850, 
John Gorham Palfrey Papers (i\·1H). 
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a nan1e ,vhich ,vould be c"indelibly associated/, said another abolition-
. " · h ] d + • • n 0 f ll d 1 + 1 1 H k ii 6 1st, ,v1t crue ry an 1111usnce+ .) rners ca e 1u11 a un er .. 

Eliot a.s an aldern1an had sy1npath ized ,vith the mob ,vhich tried to 
si1ence ';\' il1ian1 Lloyd Garrjson and rhe radical abolitionists jn 183 5. 
l. .. ater as the mayor of Boston he had used his influence to turn do,v-n the 
petition of Dr. \~/illi-an1 EUery Channing and his friends to use Faneuil 
1-IaH for a meeting on the Lovejoy· Affair. He fought against the 
''f rjcnds of aho1jtjonist princip]es,, to he re-clcctecl mayor. But his 
greatest crjmc~ the {'l\1ark of Caint' upon his hro,v., \Vas to cast his vote 
jn the House of Representatives for the Fugjti"·e Slav·e BiHt in 1850~ 
He ,vas the only· representative from J\1assachusett.s to vote for the 
con1promise measures. His vote lost hin1 dear friends among the aboli-
tionjsts and gained hjn1 j1nplacable enen1ies~7 

1~he Negro pupu]adon in Boston ,vas disturbed by Eliot's vote and 
a con11nittec of about a dozen Black citi7.cns ca1ne to his home~ They 
listened patjentl y to his explanation of his vote.. His argun1enti ,v hich 
he 1ater revealed in a letter to the R ostou A d'l.-tertiser, ,vis essentially 
that the compron1ise n1easurcs ,vere conservative me::isures to insure 
the peace and prusperjty of the United States. The framers of the 
Constitution kne,v that slavery could not continue if slaves could 
escape to freedom in the North. They had to provide for the recovery 
of slaves or the South ,vould not have consented to join the Union. 
Tl1c founding fathers had acted ,vise])r, said Eliot~ Their fugitive slave 
provision had balanced our government and allo,ved Americans '~~ixty 
ycrrrs of un pnrallclcd gro,vth and prosperity. u 

Eliot ,vanted to continue ,vorking ,yith slaveholders to preserve the 
Unjted States~ He sympathized ,vith the s1a,1"e~ hut he felt that he had 
neither the responsibility nor the right to tamper ,vith the slavehold-

ri, Thomas \\ 1 entlvorth Higginson, .A1t. H iggi11xo1Ps Address- to tbe Voters of the 
11bird Cougressional District of A[ assacburetts (Lnn:cll: C. L. Knapp, 1850 ). p. 6, 
[l\-'jlJiatn J ~Y]~ A Letter to the HoJ1. Smnucl A. Eliot 1 Reprt"·.reuti!tlve in Congress 
front tbe Cit)' of Borton., iu. Rep!J to His Apology for Vating for tbe Fugitive Sl(l"iJe 
Bill, By H~ncock (Boston: ,~?rn. Crosby ~nd H. P. Nichols 1 i 851 ), p. 57. 

6 Davjd D. \T:an Tassel, ~'Gentlemen of Property.and Standing= Compron1isc Senti-
n1cnt in Boston in l8 50/' "t-r1 ew England Quttrterlyt XXl[l (September J 950 )1 316, 

7 '[The Right of Free Discussion/' .A1or,iing News 1 4 December 183 7; BTo the 
Pn bl ic, 1' n, d.; '~ A Di a lo guc1 i J n. d.; nc wspa. per cl i pp in gsi Samuel A. Eliot. ,., Scr=i pb oo k1 
1f(,7-1860H (l\1I-I-Archi-vcs), Sec also 1-ligginson (note ; t1.bo·ve), p. 57. On the dis--
ruptivc effect of Eliot's vote upon l1is friendship ,vith John Gorham Palfrey, see 
Eliot to P,-1f rcy 1 Boston, 4 J.i' ehru nry I 8 5 2 ; Pi Urey to El ior, C-ambrj dge1 5 February 
1a52 (P~lfr(!yc Papers:, J\1H ). 
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cr'.s conscience. The Southt he dcc1arcd., \Vas not an ogre. If it ,vere 
left a.Jone it ,vould "ca]cnlate coolly- the advantages and disadvantages 
of the institution~ n 

It disturbed E1iut that the abolitionists refused to accept the Fugitive 
Slave 1.Ja\V and to obey Hthe 'higher ]a\"1/ ,t of the Constitution. Unless 
1\1assachusctts intended to practice nullification, he said, then the state 
1nust return the "fugitive from labor." The ,vho]e question of obedi-
ence to this 1a,v \Vas rc]atcd to the salvation of the Union 1 a union ,vhich 
he sa,v as the "political hope of the ,vorld.' 1 1--0 set aside our constitu-
tional obJigations \vould lead to cc disunion and anarchy,, and raise havoc 
for both the 'c African and the European races .. 1 ) 

As far 2.s the E]iot househo]d could te11, ,vrote his daughter, I\1ary" 
the Il]acks ,vho had visited him ren1ained his friends: ul,hc coloured 
,vaiters continued to serve his f u111i]y .. " 8 

Eliot had voted for the Fugitive Slave La,v to jnsnrc the peace, 
prosperity, and good order of the United States. He therefore enjoyed 
the support of Unitarjan conservatives. The progression of violent 
events jn the 1850s speedily increased Unitarian conserv·ati,Tc fears 
that the identity of the1r churchesJ society, government, indeed their 
very· o,vn lives and consciences ,vou]d be irrecoverab]y altered. And 
many of these conservatives \vere changed by the cataclysmic events. 
Some of the~ becan1e n1orc openly untisla\'er)T· Some began to ·use 
their vote as a n1eans to .slo\v the aggressiveness of the South. Surpris-
ingly, they supported politic~l action ,vith some ostentation .. 

B .. Natural Conservatives 

l\1ost protninent of these Unitarian conservative minisrers \Vere Dr. 
Orvjllc Dc\vcy ( 1794~1882), 1ninistcr of the Church of the 1\iJcssiah, 
Ne\v York Cit) 7~ and Nc\v South Society, Boston, and president of the 
American Unitarian Association, 1845~1847; Dr. Ezra Stiles G~nnett 
( I 801-187 c), of Federal Street Church and president of the American 
Unitarian Assocfa.tionl 1847-1851; 2nd Dr. Ephraim Peabody ( l 807-
18 56)., minister in Nc\v Bedford~ and aftcr\vards of King's Chapel, 
Boston .. 9 Several younger conscrvati v cs ,vcrc also of in1portance. 

8 Guild (note 1 ~hove), pp. 31-p.; 11Lcttcr frotn the I-Ion. s~mu~l A. Eliot [on 
why he voted for the Fugith·e Sb,Te IliH}/1 ne\vsp~pt-r dipping, 11osto'11 Advertirer. 
Eliot ,cscrnpbook, I 83 7-1860': (.l\1H-Archives). 

9 Samuel A~ Eljot ( 1861-1950 ) 1 cd.t 1-I eralds of a T...ibcral Faith, III (Borton: 
American Unit::irian Associatjon! 191 o ), 84-891 138-14 71 ,_97~303. 
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One such young conservative ,v~s Ed \Vard Everett I-In1c ( 1 8 21 

1909), the son of Nathnn I-Ialc ( 1784-1 863), the editor of the Bos-
ton Daily Advr.rtiser) the recognized orgnn of the "jnrc1lcctual aris-
tocracy· of eastern J\1 assachusetts . .,,. 10 I-1 ale adn1itted that he possessed 
a ''natural conservatisn1 strengthened by parental opinion.l' Upon 
grad u::ttion f ro111 Har\"ra rd he thought Ralph \\t aldo Emerson \Vas 'tha1f 
cni~y/' disliked ab0Jirionisn1 and total abstinence, 3l1d ''in genera], 
f oH o,ved the ~d vice of [his] Cam 1 iri dge teachers, ,vho ,vere f rnm Presi-
dent do,vn to ianitor, all a hundred years behind their time." 11 I-Ie 
served the Church of Unity in \~ 1orcester, j\,lassachusettsJ l1ct,veen 
r 846 and 1 856, and the South Congregational Church~ Tiostont there-
2ftcr until his retirement fron1 the 1ninistry in I 899. 12 

i\. nother young-conservative) ,vhn by 1 8 50 had begun to achk.,ve 
national pro1nincncc atnong Unitarians, \Vas Henry '''hitney Bcllu,vs 
( 1814-188 2). 1-Iis dcsjrc to please a11 sides n1akes Bcllo,vs a difficult 

" ,t'\T " l:1' n1an to catcgonzc. 1. ou arc a very easy rnan to nus-represent, con-
fessed fc1lo\v Unitarjan 1ninistcr Jan1cs Freeman Clarke. But Ci:.-1.rkc 
ch-issificd h1n1 ~s a conscrv~tivc at hnn,c in the con1pnny of n1cn J ikc 
f:.zra Sttles G~nnett ~nd F.d,v~rd EYerett 1-Inlc. Neither he nor Gar~ 
rison ian San1uc 1 J. l\·Iay included hin1 in their lists of Unitarian n1inis-. . 
ters ,vho ,vere co-Yvorker.s in the an tisl:tvery cause. ,,, en dell Phillips 
said that DeJJo\vs lu,vered ju to a ,vell empty buckets ::1.nd drc\v thcn1 
cn1pty up. Not only· the abolitionists scorned his conservatism; fcl1o,v 
Unit~ri~1n 1ninistcrs~ IJ~rcdcric I-Icnry Hedge and George F. Simn1011s, 
also con1pl2incd. '~f-I c lV~s al,va ys conservative jn his senti1nent and 
taste," ,vrote his son. He \Vas udistinctly and ,vith pronounced con-
victiou,,, en logized "\~Till ian1 Green1eaf Tc] iot, the n1inistcr to the Uni-
tarian Church in St. J. .. ouis., Ha conservative by nature clnd in fact; con-
servative in re1igjon; conservative in ethical princip1cs i conscrva.tivc 
in politics~ in social h1terests and institutions, and ,vherever else the 
battle of conflicting ideas con1pc1s the choicer,, 1~ 

1 o Lym an ... .\. b b o tt, Si Ibo uet te ! of _i\f y C cm tcnlJ, es (Garden City= Double day,. 
Page, and Co. 1 19:zi ), p. roi. 

11 Ed\v:ud E. Halci Jr., ed . ., Tbe Life and T~etters of Ed1iwrd Everett Hrtle, I 
(Bos.ton: Litt]e, Ilro,vn, & Co., 1917), l i 3T 

rn Jc..1n Hollo'i;vay, Edward Everett lfnle: A Riogri1pby (Au~tin: Uni,rcrsit}T of 
Te¾$lS Press, 1956), pp. 8r-Bi, J 11-113, .243; Abbott (not~ Io 1bov·e), p. n 5; Hera Ids 
(note 9 abo\.Te), I\T~ I 53; DAB, ,rnl, 99-100. 

13 James Freeman CJarke to Henry \\',,Ile:llo,,·s, lluston 1 5 Octohcr 1859 (Bello,\ 1s 
Paper~\ 1\1.Hi); Clarke to EUz.al.Jcth G. Huidckopcr, Jamaica Plain, 2 7 l\f ay J 859 
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Bello,vs en1erged as the leader of the Unit:l.ri~n conservatives in the 

1 B 50s. Utilizing his natural talents for leadership 11nd driven hy· the 
energy of an1bition he C\Tcntually· organized and headed the N2tiona.l 
Conf crcncc of Unitarian Churches+ Although he clain1cd th:t.t it \Vas 
"all important for [hin1] to have a right understanding ,vith [the] lead-
ing minds'' an1ong his conservative Unitarian colleagues. he frequently 
co1nplaincd about then1 pri,Tately~14 PubJicly he harbored his displea-
sure in silence and, by a display of kindness and syn1pathy to his as-
sociates, he acco1nplishcd his desire to have things his O\Yn \vny nnd 
still not appc-ar despotic. l.7 et he did not escape the nicknan1e, 0 Boss 
Bcllo,vs. ti 15 

His father ,vas a vvealthy n1crchant \Vhose failure in hu.siness forced 
Bel lo"~s to finance his o,vn cd ucation at the Har,rard Di,Tjnity Schoo]. 
His first parjsh \Vas the Unitarian Society in l\-I~bilc, Alaban1a. I~Jc 
labored there for t\VO y·ears and refused to criticize the slavery about 
hin1. He \vould have been ~torn to pieces' t if he had spoken against 
it, he said; besides, his ' 1 conscience as ,veH as policy" forbade hin1 to 
,ncntion jt. 16 '''hen his successor~ George F. Sinltnons, attacked s]av-
ery and was "torn to pieces, H a perturbed BeJio,vs ,vrute: Sin1n1ons 
"is d og1natic and vain. 1-lis hair needs another Delilah~ . . . He is such 
an 1n1prncticablc dog+D 17 Bello,vs returned to the North and became 
,nioistcr of the First Unicarjan Church (later caJlcd All Sou]s Church) 
in Ne\v York City. He re1naincd there until his death.18 

(-Chrkc Papcrsj J\-1H); Clarke1 A11ti-..';;Invery Drtys (New \Tork: R. \Vorthington. 
1884), pp. 118-1 r 9; s~muel J. ~·1ay! So,ne RecolJectious of Out AntirltFi1ery Confijct 
(Mian1i: l\·f nen10S)'nc Publishing Co.j 1969 [ 1st ed.. 18fl9] ), pp. 335-3 36; Phillips 
quoted by Cyrus A. Barrott j[Chanrung and Garrjson. A Questjon . of \\r ords and 
Verbnl \'irtuc,'' UR 1 XXV ( I 886), i 54~ Frcd~ric Henry Hedge to Bcl10,vs 1 Provi-
dence! 3 rvl-ay t 856 ( .i\fHi); George F. Simmons to Bello"·s] ,valthan1 ( on a visit)t 8 
Novcmuer 1845 (7\IHi); Ru5sell Ne,•jns: Bc1io,vs, Henry JVbituey Bellows. A 
B to gra p/Ji cc1 l S ke tc b wit /J Portrait [ P rj n te d from ad va nee s.h eets of iThc Beno ,.vs 
Genealngy/ 1 by Thorn~s Pcckl (Keene., N.H.= Sentinel Printing Co., n.d.), p. 3 n; 
,vi 11 ia m G, EHot I uTh e !\ 1 an of Go] den Lips: Henry YVhi rney B cllo\vst St, Lou is 
Globe-DeJuocrnt1 1 3: Febru~ry 1 .882. 

14 Henry ,,,. Hd1o,vs: to [EU7.a] Rcllo,,·s-i Boston. 14 J'i-..1ov-ernber l 84 7; Bello, 1.1s to 
Cyrus A. Bartol, Ne\'.-' York 1 i 5 1\-lRrch 1850; Brllows to Bartol, 13 No,:re1nbcr l 851 
(1\·1 Hi). 

Hi "Rev·. Dr. Be11ov.'s:,'~ H nrper's TF eekly, 17 August 1859. 
1 G Henry ,,,. . Be llo,vs to J-a ~ob N. K na pp1 Au gu sra., Geo rgiai : :2 N 0Yen1ber I 8 3 7 i 

Bcllo,vs to John Bcllo\vs~ 1\1obik, z 5 Janu~ry 183 B (i\1Hi). 
n I-Icnry.,~ \V. llcllo\V's to Orvjlle De,vcr, Ne\v York, :26 J anual) ... l 841 (l\·il-Ii). 
18 For addjtional biographicnl infonnation on Belln,,·s, s~c Heralds (note 9 
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C~ The Declination of Obedience and Order 

The conservatives recorded ,vhat they sa,v as the decline of la\v and 
order in the 18 50s. Orville De,vey comp]ained that American citizens 
,vere on the verge of f orgctting that 311yoncl even God 1 ,vas to be 
obcy-cd anymore. l--lc bl:nncd the disorderly stntc of the country on 
his fello,v citizens. uOur IJeu1ocrntic def ere11ce in son1e directions/ 1 

he said, 0 is going a great deal too far .. ',. Gannett decried the loose 
n1orali ty \v-hich pervaded the country~ the '' luxuriance of vie en in the 
cities, the crime in villages that ,vcrc once the "scats of Puritanic 

· '' h '' P I u d "P · · :n f l \"I r d propr1ety·t t e o ygan1y an agantsn1 o t 1c great '\ est, an 
especially the loss of the people's faith '~in f rccdom, in goodness, and 
j n C~ o d . 'J l 9 

The conservatives sadly noted the lengthening and \videning cracks 
in the ,vhole structure of An1erican societ}·· Even the ''discipline of 
cbildboodn ,vas on the decline. Dc\vcy looked upon the relaxation of 
family· discip]ine ,vith uprofoundest anxicty.t" If evcrjr child could 
say and do \vhat he \Vanted 1 the end of society· ,vas imminent.2° \Von1en 
too ,vcrc beginning to assert themselves. De,vcy had very definite 
ideas concerning the rights and duties of ,von1cn and his emphasis ,vas 
on duties~ The ''duty', and '\visdomn, of a ,von1an, he taughtj ,vas to 
yield her opinion to her hnshand in ~'"ordinary cases of difference.'' The 
care of her property ,tnaturally-t, belonged to her husband. She could 
he educated, hut her place ,vas Hbeneath the domesdc roof." He de-
c]ured: 
'\'hen j t is cont en dcd, t hn:t \\ro1n en s hou1 d do b usi n css~ 1 b or out of do ors as 
men do shon] d vote, a ppcar in public lif c, hold o ffi cc._ be m en1b crs of Con-
gress. Cabin.et 1\.1inisters1 Presidents - and ,vhy not Captains and Co1n1nodorcs, 

..-iho\re), III._ :2 3~:24; DAB1 II! 169; Felix Danford Lion! "Henry \:Vhitncy Bello"~,' 1 

B .D, thesis ( l\ f ea d v HI e The olo gj c.1 l Scho oi, 19 3 B) ; Thomas L. Ro bins on, 11H enry 
,~ 1hitney Rcllo\vs r8 J4-J 812 [.i;;;lc] t U'11itarian Christian, XXIV: 3 (Fan 1968) i 
6-l 3; Clifford E. Clark,, J r+1 

1'Rcligious Beliefs and Sod1l Ref orn1~ in the Gilded Age: 
The Case of Henry lVhitney Bellows/' New Englcmd Qiurrterl:,\ XLIII (1\1arch 
1970), 59--78~ Unfortunately~ errors mar the articles of both Robinson and Clark~ 

10 Orville D cv,tey l' Di!{; our se on Obed j r-11ce, Pre a tbed in tbe Cit j' of Was hin.gton, 
on Sunda)-'i June 27tbj I852 (l\~e,v York: Charles S. Frands & Co., 1852), pp~ 4, 18; 
Ezra S. Gan ne ttt The Sr ate D f tfJe Co zn1 try.~ A Di1cour se PTeac h ed in tbe Fed ~Tal 
Street Af eeting!Jouse ht Boston, on Sunday1 June S, r856 (Boston: Crosby 1 Nichols 
& Co . ._ 1856), p. l 3 .. 

20 De\vey (note 19 above )t pp. 6, 7-8. 
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as '\\Tel1? - I ,vjll not say ,,.•hut n1adness[ though that is 1ny feeling; but, I say1 

the la,vs of progress, the nature of persons~ the relations to the 1natcri-al ,vorld, 
the relations to the sodal body., forbid. l t .. clicvc, indeed~ that there is a con-
stitutional difference hct\\'ccn the sexes, "·hich destines the one to out-of-door 
life'.! and the other to in-door Hf e~ If it Le not so, I should Ukc to h11Ye sornc one 
tell 1nc, ,vhy the one hns a benrd -and the other not. 21 

De,vey--,vorrjrd about the lack of -appreciation by Americ2ns of the 
''beauty, the fitness, the reasonableness, the aH-binding necessity of 
obedience.'' 1--:lc ,vas disgusted by non-confornlists ,vho lived prjn1arily 
in the · cities ~nd had no apparent feeling of alJegiancc to ftnyching. 
1"'hcy existed, he con1plaincdt only 'tto do ,vhat they l1ke.,,. Ohcdicncc 
\Vas son1cth1ng aII n1ust learn. The spirit of disobedience that pervaded 
Arncrica, the general "'Ja,vlcss spirit/"' he sa,v as a "tot2l and enormous 
,vrong.H ~j The ti1ncs caJJcd for scif-controlt said Gannett: ''Order 
is the first condition of n safe or prosperous con11nunity.', Obedience 
to the hnvs and to the good order of society· ,vas the clarion call of the 
c..:on s er vat i \"'cs. :.!3 

The jssuc of ::1ntis]avcry ,vas ~n obstacle to the restoration of good 
order. 1\iany of the conservatives ,vcrc disturbed by the abolitjonists' 
n1isrcprcscntation of the South's "peculiar jnstitution.'' Dc,vcy be-
lit\rcd that it ,vas ,vrong "to leap upon the South - upon its very 
charnctcr and civjljzition. i, It ,vas ,vrong to speak of the "'<pollution11 

and the "loatheson1encssD of the slave systen1. I-Iis southern friends 
deserved greater consideration and respect. He never knc,v a ,ibctter 
people, ... none 1nore kind]y, affectionate and reJigious.'" 24 · Bcllo,vs 
""]ovedJ' the South and frequend) 7 praised the southern ,;\.7hitcs. I--Ic 
offered thcnl greater syn1pathy than the North ,vas ,vont to gi vc 
them.~5 Tn<lced3 he bc]icved (as did Dc,vcy) that the ''majority _of the 

21 Or,Tille Del\'eyl T/:Je l~.ffWS of H1nnl,n Progress and ,H odcru Ref orntf. A 
Lecture l)efivered Before tbe Af ercantile Librar)' Ass-ocia, iou of tfJe Cfry of ?\1 e1!1-
York (Ne"· 17 ork: C. s. rr~nci.s aad Co., I 851), pp. J 8, l 9-10. 

2 '.? De\i;,rey (note 19 aLo\·~), pp. 5--6, 8~ 
~3 Gant1rtt ( note 19 above), p. r 8; E7.r;l Stiles Gannett! Relation of the N artb to 

Slavery. A Discourse I'rei1cbed in tlY: 1-'edeud Street Aleetlng/:Jouse, in Ro1to11 3 on 
Sundayl June 11 1 1854 (Boston: Crosby, Nichols and Co.3 1854)! p. 14. Thjs .scrrnon 
h:o a ppe a.red u ndcr the title, HS out hcrn SlaYcry ,i' in C /11 q, \ 7111: 44 [ i.c ·~ 45 J ( i 2 

August I 854), c. 
~ 4 Onrjllc De,vey to l·leury ,:v. Be1lo\VS5 15 June 18 56 ( l\11-Ii). 
i>O, Henry lV Ile llo,v s to O rvill c De\\'CY, ,v alpo le, 9 J nl y 1 8 56 ( !i.·11-Ii) ; Bellov..-sl 

HThc Pr-o-Slavc-ry Tesdn1orly of the Northern Conscicrtce Cross-Questioned. A Lec-
nu·c in the Ne·w-York Ant•-SbYery Course of 1854-5 1 Given at the Tabernacle, 
January 1, l855,' 1 Cluq, JX: J s ( 1 3 J anu:Jry l 855) ! 1-2. 
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slavcs,t in the South '\vcrc contented ,vith thejr condition., and ,vould 
not accept their Jibcrty· jf offered to rhern.u Add to this his stacc1ncnt 
thnt the s1ave 1 'often hugs his o,vn chains,' and the evjdence points 
to an jbsorption hy· Bello,vs of a degree of so1_1thii:n pro-slavery propa-
ganda. :rn , 

l"'hc racial attitudes of IJe,vey, Bello\VS, a1:1d other- conservatives help 
to explain their apparently greater symp~thy for the sou~hcrn \~Thite 
than for the southern Dlack. Dc\vey accepted concept of Black 
jnferiority· 1 and believed it precluded in1111ediate, (!mnncipation.2 j Bcl-
lo\YS be1icved slavery irredecn1ably reduced many of jts victims to the 
lo\Ycst leve1 of hun1aniry. Blacks tv{o generations f ron1 .slavery-he felt 
cou]d be educated. 2·~ Gannett said life in .s1avcry ~'disqualified the 
greater portion of the slaves for taking care of themselves,' in a life 
jn frcedon1. The degraded nnd depraved existence of Black slaves 
see111ed to occupy Dc,vey's i1nagination and he conjured up a frightful 
Annageddon v."here 11 Black hu111anity of thirty millions c]ashed ,vith 
1\'hitc n1cn in a servile ,var. He asked anxiously, u"\\1hat in heaven js 
1H1n1c arc ,vc to do ,vith rhe1n? u 20 

Bello,vs did not share Dc\VCJ•'s fears. America ,v:as opening up vast 
~reas to ,vhitc i1ntnigrants and the Black popu1ation ,vould soon bc-
co1ne rt "far less serious problen1J, than at present. I-fc sa,v no insur-
mountable di.fficu ltics accompanying en1ancjpation: 

The calls for dotncsdc service~ in a country de, 1eloping so rapidly independence 
~nd e<JUality· among the ,vhitc nu::ci ,vou]d~ perhaps safely and bencficcnt]y, 
abs.orb the b]acks, even if they sustained to the ,\·hites the ratio of ten milJions 
to a hundred n1HU011s, should a peaceful cnrn.ncipation be :Illo,,red the1n. This 

2s H en.ry '\V. B cllo,vst HLettcr to Thonrn s ,v entworth 1-lJ ggi nsoni N c~v ·y ork, 6 
J a11uary • 857'' [title suppliedJ1 Clnq, XI= 17 (2. 7 January 1857 ), 1-2; [Bellows], 
1 'Dr, IJc,vey on the Fugiti ,Tc Sla \'C BH I,'" Cln q, \ 1 ! I 7 ( 1 February· 18 r :1 ) i 1 : Bel lo·wsi 
' 1Pro~Sla \' err Tcsti mon yt' ( n otc 1 5 above) j D CV{e r ( note 2 [ 'ti LoYe)' p. 34· 

27 Or\Tjlle De,ycy, On Patriotinn, The Condition, Prospects, and Dutie-1 of t1Je 
A'1JU~riean People. A Senuon Delivered on Fast Day at C/Jurcb Green 1 Dorton (Ho~-
tun: Tjd{nor ~nd Field Si 18 59), p, 2 z. 

28 J~Ienrr ,:v. Bellosws to ~1r~. Schuyler, n.p~~ 30 J~nuary 1854 (J\·11-li), 
G~nnctt, Relation (note ? 3 abo,·c )., p. 1 :1 i 1LDr. Dc,veyr\; Addrc-ss/j Cinq., 

X l: i ( 1 1 October 18 56) , 1 • The s1lnlc ad dress was i1 l so pu u ljshed 'itS i 'The Grcilt Po lit-
icai Qucstjon of the Day/' Cbristimz Register, XXXV =46 ( 15 No,Ternher l 856)1-L 
Cf. -also Dev.,-ey (note 2 l abo,·c), p. 34. A southerner differed ,vfrh Dc,,Tcy'~ fear of 
the j ncrease j n Amerj ca.\: B] ack population. The Sou th, he said, ,v.an tcd the Negroes 
to "in ere ~se and multiply." See (\Villi:i 1n John G raywn J, Re1,J y to Dr. Dewey tJ 
Address Delivered at El111 Tree, Sheffiddt Alass. with Extracts fTo'ln ihe Same 
( Charleston! 18 56) t p. 1 S 
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is at least one 1ncthod of disposing of themi favored by their fitr1csscsi antl the 
tendencies of Northern civjlization.s0 

Dc,vcy ud vacated colonization as the solution to the '~Negro problc1n, J, 

and "a countr r beyond the Rocky rvlountai ns.t~ as a colony I ~n Other 
conservatives supported colonization. Ephrain1 Peabody· ,vrote a de-
tai]ed and lengthy study on colonir.a tion for the N ortb Anierican Re-
view jn 18 5 1~ 2nd San1uc] A. Eliot discussed it as a 1'pcaccful treatment 
of s1avery', jn the Cbrisfj4,111 E~\YUJJiuer in 185 6.j2 

Peabody's essay, ,vhich also appeared in pamphlet for1n, brought 
hi1n painful notoriety. The abolitionists judged hjs ,vork as a. kind of 
ecclesiastical jn1pri1narur of the colonizationist proposals by· Daniel 
':\'cbstcr, and they fired a fusiHade of abuse at Peabody·. Theodore 
Parl{cr, ,vho in his prj,Tatc journal Jan1pooned him as the '~solemn jest-
er, the fool of the nineteenth century for the rich man,'t no,v publicly 
called hin1 the HCur of l(ing,s Chapel and tbe Papacy of a Cur.''J 

Some of Pea hod yts inf onnntion on colonization probah1y can1c from 
Father Henson 1 '" ho ,vas a f rcqucnt visjtor to his ho1ne and a communi-
cant at his church. He had dra\vn up a fo1·1nal staten1ent for Henson 1s 
co]ony in Canada.a" Ho,vever, in l1is csS'ii}7 Pcabod)· did not propose 
to settle Blacks in Canada.t ur as De,vey· suggested) ''bc)rond the 1noun-
ta ins." t U nscttl c d ar cas ,v ere n1 ore easily ta n1 ed b )r Ang lo ~Saxons. 1 n-
ste ad he proposed the British '''est Indies and I~iberia both already 
settled and sett]ed b)r Blacks. lncvitahiy emancipation ,vould come. 
There certainly ,vould be an1aigamation and the creation of a third 
~nd inferior race. There possibly· ,vould be a '\var of raccs.t' Coloni-
zation ,v::1.s the 2ns,vcr to these problems, a scheme more attractiv·c nnd 
possible no,v in vie,v of the tremendous influx of European immigrants 
to A1n er ican shores. The lessons ]earned from the great imn1igration of 

3 0 Il el1ow s, d Lt:tte rt' ( note i 6 -a hove-. 1 t i ten1) 
s 1 ,cSpeec h of Re,~. Dr. Dc\vcy ~t the G rc.1. t Union J'vl eetin g in Pittsfield, Dec. 

27th 1850/' Clnq, ,r! 15 ( 18 J anua.ry 1851), 1-i. 
a~ Ephraim Peabody, S ltrvcr y in t be United States: 1 ts Evi Is~ A ii evi ationi. lf1ld 

Re1nedies [Reprinted f roin the /\r ortfJ A1ucritm Re-view-~ Octob~r I 851] (Hoston: 
Charles C. Little and J an1cs Rro,vni 18 5 c); s~muel A. Eliott ~'"Peaceful Treatment of 
SJa.very,,i' Cbrirtlan E1.·cnniner, LXI (September 18~6) 1 111-:2 21. 

s~ [Robert S. Pe-abody and F. G. Peabody], A New E11gl1T11d RonztJnce, The 
Story of Ep1Jrain, and A1ary Jan~ Peahod:y Told by Their S011r (Boston; I-Ioughton 
1\1:i:ffiin Co., I9lO ), pj,, 12 3-126; [Theodore P~rkcr)1-uExtracts from his Journals,n A 
transcription in ,the Fran kH n B+ San b om Papen ( ;\1 H); Par 1:c r to Cha rlcs Sumner t 
Boston, 11 Februa.ry I 8j:2,. Ch:ar1es Sumner Papers (J\.1(-J) 

s4 Peabody and Peabodr (note 33: ~bovc), p. r29. 
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\V11ites to A.Jncrica could easily be applied to n great en1igration of 
B1a.cks f ro111 An,erica. 3·' 

Colonization ,vas so "desirable,,, he dcc]ared, that if those Blacks 
"no,v free, or hercaf tcr to be n1rtdc free, should~ as the condition under 
,vhich Jil1erty ,vas to he eujoyedi be rctJuired not to leave the country, it 
,vou]d be deen1cd, by the best frjcnds of the colored 111cc, a ,vrong and 
an injury second only to absolute bondage." 1 .. he degraded condition 
of the Negro in the South and the North differed only in degree. Even 
Negroes \V1t]1 joteliigcncc could never achic,rc true en1ancipatio11. 1 'Thc 
b]ack 1nan/' Peabody· taught, ~\vithcrs under the shado,v of the ,vhite. 
It proceeds in part .... fron1 so1nc undefined difference of race .... 
In Af rica 1 surrounded by those of his O\Yn co1or .. he becon1cs 
rcaUy e1nancipated." aG 

Sensitive to the dccus~tjons that colonization schen1es ,vcrc "un-
righteous and cruel,'' Peabody defended thcrn as humane proposa.1s 
and condcn1ned the objections of the abolitionists .. They ,vcrc as ''little 
ready as any~1 to advocate the alternative to colonization - a1nalga-
n1ation.. ,cThc n1ost zealous nbo] itjonists, l., he declared, 
,vou]d hesitate long hcfore encour:1ging intermarriage hcnvcen their chil<lrcn 
nnd those of the blacks .... \V' e do not hcHcvc that :.1n1,1lgan1ation is dcsir:1blc 
for either race. lV c hdieve that t11c di ff ercnces of races ,vhich Pro\ 1idcncc 
established., it is ,vcJl to maintain. . . . In d~f ending colonization, \VC arc not 
excusing prejudice or injustice. \\Tc simply recognize facts ,vhich ,ve have not 
pn\ver to change, and ,\ 1]tlch, if c\"·cr removed, :.lrc n1orc likclv than in ftn y other 
,vay, to be so, by its being sho,vn on the part of the bbck;, that they nrc ca-
pable of supporttng civi!izcd govcrnn1cnt of tl1eir o,vn:'l 7 

The ''abolition eloquential and rhetorical t"\vadd]c" disgusted the 
conservatives. The epithets flung ~t then1 by the abolitionists ,vere a 
heavy cross to bear. Theodore Parker und '''endell Phillips ,vcrc 
s pc c i a 1 is t~ in vu 1 garjty. Parker's- sn id c re n1 ~r k on Pea hod y ,vas in fact 
a variation of a theme by· Phillips. The conservatiy·c Unitarians ,vho 
fought rcforn1, sneered the Calvinist Phi Hips, ,verc ''little ,vorn1s that 
run about on the surface of corruption call[ing] thcrnsclves the chadren 
of (:hanning. 11 ]Jc\vcy, ,vho so often bore the brunt of the abolition-
ist nttack., argued that he ,vas ::1gainst the ~(trrJ'ogance of reform,"' not 
rcforrn itself. Jlef0Jn1 shou]d be calm and gradual; abolitionist agita-

3;1 Pc-;1body (note 31 above), pp. 1 (:i-r R, 23, 
r-JB Jbid .. j PP· l 1~12 .. 

S1 lhid,l PP· l 2-13. 
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tion only alienated the public '<:jn large and influential quarters/~ 
Samu el A~ Eliot ca 1 i c d th c abolitionists l ~hra \V 1 in g, noisy f c] lo \VS,' t 

,vhose activity delayed en1ancipation. <'Great as are the 1noral and 
political ,vrongs and eYils of slavery/' dec]ared Eliot, ''the}r are prob-
ably not so great as those of anti-slavery agitation~" 38 Bello\vs also 
trounced the abolitionists, criticizing their tactics and hara.ngues. 30 

The conservatives ,vcrc also skilJcd in the language of contcn1pt. 
BcHo,vs called the abolitionists a "sordid., self-seeking and self-indulgent 
party/' and criticized their ,crhctorical excess,'' ''personal abuse," und 
'',vant of candor and carcfulncss.B 40 They ,vcre superficial in their 
discussion of slavery in contrast to hiinsclf: ''I am son1c\vhat deeper 
th~ul ]ec::turers on th is topic in general.'' He characreriz.ed a ]ecture on 
slavery that he gave in 1854 as having "breadth, candor, courage\ ... 
suggestiveness'' as ,veH as "bidden wisdo1n.,t He ,vas pleased \vhen t\vo 
southern ,vo1nen ,vho o\vncd four or live hundred slaves praised it.'n 
Be1lo,vs desired to pant a safe and slo,v ship to reform. IVlore ze-alous 
friends rrjed to get hin1 involved~ tried to get him to speak at meetings 
of antislavery .societiest but he refused.42 He refused Oliver JohnsonJs 
in vita ti on, in 185 5, to speak at the American Antislavery Society's 
annual meeting in Ne\V ·~t ork~ Because he regarded their opinions as 
'"'in te111 pera te /' and mindful th at others regarded the tn as "b 1 asp he tn ous 
and treasonable/' he prudentl)r forebore to .share their podium. They 
,vcre prophets, but he ,vas a pastor, obliged to f ollov~~ the ( 'rule of com-
n1on sense and sober discretion~" He did ''not belong in their ranks~,, ~5 

These ,vcrc his opinions in an open letter. A fe,v years later~ jn a pri-
vate letter~ he display·cd a h2rshcr, nlorc crnotional censure of the aboli-
. . tton tsts: 

i.s H~le (11ote n above), I, 137. Parker first rebuked PhH_lips for calling Pei~ 
hod r "the Spanj el of King •s Chap e lt hut later told him to call hi n1 \\ 1hat he ,vou 1 d. 
See Thcodi1ro Parker to Ch~rles Sumner, :2 l February 1-8s2, Su1nncr Papers (J\IH); 
Philljps quoted by Irving J-I, Bartlett, HT end ell P,Jillips (Boston: Beacon Press. 196 l ), 
p .. :;z i 4 D cv.rcy ( note i l above) 1 pp. r z- J 4; Sl inucl l\.. Ji'Jioti '1Thc State of the Coun-
try," Bosto1i Co1,rier, 11 July l 854. 

8~ [Henry ,v. Bello,'.-rs] ! un1e union ~1:cetings-,t' Cln.q, \T: l 5 ( [ 8 January 
1851 ), :Z., 

40 l bid., Ilello,vs, 1 'Pro-Slavery T ~stimony 11 j' ( note i 5 ab ovc). 
41 Henry w. Bdlo,.,.·s to Crrus A. Ilanol! Nc\\r Yorkj 4 J anua.ry I 855; Ilello,vs to 

John Bellows, Ne\\' York, l I Janu~ry 185 5~ IlcUows tu [OrviUe De\vey?], Ne,v 
York 1 17 J I 85 5 (l\1Hi). 

i 2 \i\lilliam Henry Furness to Henry ,,,._ Bello~·s, n.p. 1 l 9 April 1850; Furness to 
Bello\VS1 n. p •t I l\ 1 ay 1 8 50 ( l\1 Hi) , 

~a Henry,,;.-. nd,o\VS 1 
11Lcttcr/' Ch1qt lX-:: J3 ( r 9 M-ny 1855)1 2. 
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The abolitionists are sublhne s:n·ages; Garrjson ~nd Phillips ~nd the rest~ the 
old Peq uods of Massachusetts in pfojn c;lothes and chalked ~kins+ l '1d11lirc their 
:fine limbs and ,vj]d grace, but if they ha1•e any legitimate office1 it is ,v hat 
Alaric and the Goths had for Ro1nan degeneracy.~ to destroy everything and 
build not h.j ng. 44 

As a pastor BeJJo,vs tried to incuJcate in his congregation n concern 
for the preservation of the Union rather than syn1pathy· for ~bolition-
isln. He served an in1portant role in securjng support for the Union. 
Several of his ,Ycalthy n1embers Teapcd great profits in trade ,vith 
the South."15 For Bello,vs and his fello,v conservatives the Union ,vas 
'~too rare, too prorn ising, t·oo glorious a spectac]c" to he j copardized . .,ir. 
HJ hive clung to [the Union]/' said Gannett, ,cas the guide and hope 
of the oppressed nations of the ,vor]d/' He had lost friends and had 
heen attacked because he n1aintained that the Union shou]d he pre~ 
served .:.'at aln1ost any cost.,, 47 

In thejr ,vorship of the Uniont the conservatives extolled a deep 
con1n1itn1ent to patriotfr;n1 .. Puncr1ca ,vas the Hmost virtuous nation in 
history," declared Dcllo,vs .. The nation could only avert destruction, 
said Dc\vcy, by havjng a '~great patriotic conservatis1n 1' con1e to the 
rescue. 4s He called for a special drive to teach in the schools the sense 
of ''patriotic ob]igation"'' and rhc "duties of citizenship.'' -rn 

D. Defensive and 1\ggrcssive Patrjotism 

"\\1hen the con1pro1nise n1ea.~ures of 1 850 ,verc passed, conservatives 
adopted ,vhat n1ight bE called a c~defensivc patriotic'~ posture. At first 
they genera1Jy upheld the execution of the Fugitj,rc Slave La,v, and 
,v it h di ffi cu 1ty d cf end cd r h cir pa tr ioti c stance again st :1 b o Ii ri on i st at-
tacks. J\Jan y agreed ,v-ith \i\1 cbst:er that the refusal b)r the abo] itionists 
to obey the J. .. a\v ,vas treason. Rut ,vith the rendition of Sin1s and 
Bun1s and ,vith the vio]ence in Kansas and in ,i\rashington in I 856, 
.sc v cral conser va ti ves r1 do pt e d an "'aggr essi vc patriotic':, posture; it be-
gan \"Vith their vorjng for Fremont in 18 5 6, continued in their spirited 

41 Henry vV. Bello,,;,"5 to [\~ 1• Gihbons] i \J:lalpo1e1 2:9 August 1859 [draft of 
letter] ( 1\1[.Ji). 

tr. Linn (note IS abo,·e ), p. 54, 
48 Bello\\:~ 'LLetteri~ (note z6 above, 15t jtcm). 

7 Gannett I Rel arion ( note : 3 above) i pp. 19-1 o. 
4 B Henry l\' I Be 1 lo-,vs to I El it~ ncn O\VS J ' Cincinnati I l I i\1 a y I 8 5 4; Orvj] le 

De\vey to Bcllou.·s, Sh~ffi~hl, 1, June 1 S56 (J\1Hi). 
49' Dewey ( note i 7 above), p. 2 7. 
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defense of the Union against southern 5abrc-rattling, and ended in 
their support of I..,incoln and his efforts to save the Union. They had 
moved f rorn labelling abolitionist activity as treason to a point \vhcrc 
they then1sclvcs bcca1ne antislavery patriots. 

Daniel \~\/ cbstcr's vigorous support of the F ugiti\'e Slave La\v un-
doubttdl y inspired conservatives a]so to def end the La\v. They gave 
\i\' chstcr a genera] acco]adc for his Seventh of IVlarch speech~ and they 
adn1ircd fc,v statesn1en as rnuch a.s hin1+ Because \:\ 7cbstcr decreed that 
the Fugitive Sla\"re La,v should be o bcyed, a young conscrvati ve like 
Ed,va rd E vcrctt HaJe ,vent against his o\vn 1nisgivings and acquiesced 
in \,\r ebster,s vic\v. 00 

\\ 1hen abolitionists procluin1ed the superiority· of conscience over 
the Constitutio_n and the FugitiYe Slave IJa,v, Unitarian conservati\'cs 
den o u need th en1. 0 rvi 11 e D c,v c y re 1 i ed h ea v il }7 on th c :irgu n1 c n ts that 
the execution of the I"'a,v \Vas the only 1neans to preserve the Union. 
At the "Grc:tt Union lvleetjngti in Pittsfield, l\1assachusetts, on 2 7 
Dcccn1ber , 8 so~ he declared that th_ere ,vas an '1nbsol11te ~iecessity~' 
for a fugitive slave hill. If the slaves could obtain freedo1n through 
flight to the North, 
in five years the slave population ,rould be upon us en 111nsse - in five years 
there ,vou1d be such internecine hostilities nn<l bitterness among us 1 ris \n1s 
ne·vcr before seen or i1nagincd - in .fi>vc years there \\Tou]d be an end to the 
Govenunenr and the Nation. 

He ,-vas certain of this. Because the La,v prevented possible b]oodshed 
and preserved the Union, it ,vas not uso terrible an evil - not so 
revolting to humanity- not so irremediable." He pitied the poor 
fugitives., and suggested that money could be raised to buy thcn1. Tiut 

this the fugitives should he rctllrncd to .prevent the ('dismc111ber-
n1ent and of the nation. Tl1cn Dc,vey uttered a rcn1ark 
that he ,vas .soon to regret: ' 1I ,vould consent that ITI)T o,vn brother, n1y 
o,vn son should go [into slavery]; ten thnes rtrtber ,vould I go nlysclf t 

than that this Union should be sacrificed for me or for us."> &'.it 

A debate ensued \vhcrhcr De,vey had said ~'n1y o,vn 1nother', rather 
r.o Samuel I{. Lothrop 1 ,~y /J e D iviu e Presence a Sup port to H 111ndn FT a i/t y i ': A 

Ser,non Preacf;ed in tbe Bri1ttle Square Cburcb, 011 tbe Sunday Succeeding tbe Death 
of Hon. Daniel 1{' eh.rt er (Bnston = E~stburn's Presst 185_2. ), pp. z i-J 3; Ephraim 
Peabody-, uExtrnct fro111 a Sermon on thr Death of Daniel Webstert Afontbly 
Re/igJour Afagazine 1 IX (Dcce:mbcr 1852), 535, 53 7; H-a.ln (note 11 JJbove ), It 11-5, 

-i.46--!47. 
M Dewey (note 3 c above). 
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than ''nl) 7 o,vn brother.'' The abolitionists encouraged the accusation 
that h c had said '~ n1 other," and sprc ad th c \Vord that D C\V c y 1-vas ,v ill in g 
~'to sell his o,vn 1nother into slavery" in order to save the Union. Gar-
rjsonian Sa1nucl lvlay, Jr.~ 1abc1Jcd him a un1onstcr.t' On several oc-
casions Dc\vcy· tried to ref utc his accuser~ and off crcd ~s evidence his 
manuscript and the printed te~t of his speech. ,, 1"11ether he had said 
Hn1orher,, - and it is likely he had not did not rcal]y 1natter. The 
abolitiontsts got as n1uc.:h propaganda mileage f ro1n misquotation as 
from the real thing.~i 

':\'hat De\\~cy actually did sa)r on other occasions regarding f ugitivc 
s]aves> vcr1• easily lent itself to criticisrns -and caric::iturc. If a fugitive 
can1e to him., professed his divjne right to be free, and asked for help., 
De\vey said he ,vould reply: 
your dght to be free is not absolute, unqualified, irrespective of all conse-
quences. If my espousal of your c]aim is like]y to involve your race and mine 
toge th er in di sristers i nfi n itcl y g rca t er tl la n your personal senr j tu de, then you 
ought not to be free. In such caset personal rights ought to be sacrificed to the 
gen era l good. You yourself ought to see this, and to be ,viJ ling to suffer for -a 
"~hiJe - one for many. If I ,·vete in your situation I should take th.is ground 

5~ 
• + + 

Elsc,vhcrc he rcn1arkcd that if a fugitive ,vere caught at his door his 
~'tears ,vonld start and [his] blood ,vould boil ,vith indignation and 
pity at the sight~H ~--But he ,vou]d not try· to stop the fugitive's re-
en sl a ven1 en t. 

The irnage of a paralyzed sobhir~g 1ninistcr te1ling a fugitive it ,vas 

fi2 Conrad ,v righ t 1 HT he ~fin i stcr as Ref or n1er: Pro.ti] e!:; of U rutaria n i\-Hnisters 
in the Anti~lavery Rcforn1/' Tbe l~iberal Cbristi.anr: EssaJJ an A1uerica11 Unitarian 
Hirtorj' (Boston: Beacon Press, 1970 }~ p. 77~ Samuel A.fay, Jr., to i\·hry Carpenter~ 
Ruston1 4 February 1851 .. A1ay Papers (~113); Dc,vcy {note i. I abo,Te), p. l 2; HDr~ 
Dewey on Progress and Rcforn11 ii Clnq! VI~ :2 l ( 18 Fcbrllary J 852 ), 1-2; ~?Rev·, Dr. 
De,vey and the Shivery- Question," Cb1istian Regirter 1 XXXIII:48 ( i Dccen1bcr 
1854), :2-; Henry FowlerJ Tbc A1nerican Pulpit: Sketcbet, Biogrnphfral a11d De1crip-
tive1 of Livi11g An1erican Preachers (New York: J M. Fairchild :ind Co.1 1856) 1 pp. 
2 79--i 81. Sec also Theodore Parker~ uspccc h at the Ministerial Conference in ]Jos-
to n I Mgy i.91 1-851 ,,i' Tbe Collected lJl orks- of Theodore Parker,. Frances Po~·er 
Cobb e, ed, 1 \! (London : Trucb n er nd Co. 1 t 86 J ) 1 J 6 7; "The Boston I{id n.a ppj n g, 
A Discourse to Comme1no rate the Rendition of 1 .. hom:as Sims . , '' i bidri V, 2 o 5, 
: 10 1 2 I 3; i.iThe New Crime Agahist l·Ju1nanity, A Sermon Preached .. June 4. 
1854;u ibid.I V"I! 65. 

~3 ' 1Lctter f ro1n Rev+ Dr. Dewey t Cln q, \ 1 : 11 ( 19 F ebruarJ'" [ .ri c, for I JVlarch] 
J85I)t 2, 

.ti 4 Dev.-~r;r ( r1 otc i I above) t P· i 6. 
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his duty to be a slave 1vas disgusting even to De,vey's intimate friendt 
IleHo,vs. "I don't Jikc your ti1nidi calculating, balancing consideration 
of this Fugitive Slrtvc biHl a bit, H he ,vrote. It ,vas clearer as ''sunlight 
is to starlighe' ,vhat a person had to do. One's first duty· \Vas to keep 
his o,vn ,cconscience ,yho]cl' and not the ''Union ,vholc." If ap-
proached by a fugitive, he ,vould sin1ply exercise the Golden Rule, 
and help hirn/'"i;i '''hen President Fi1Jn1ore appointed De,vey a naval 
chaplain~ llcllo\vs pJc_adcd \Vith hin1 not to accept it. The '\vho1e 

1 i-, f h 1 · . ~' "l l I IH 1 . d f (' ' pac ( o a o 1t1on1sts ,v 1 10\v t 1at 1t ,vas a re,var or services 
rendered the Union/l and ''disgusting and ,vickcd ~s the i1nputation 
,vuu]d bel "' declared ReHo,vs, HJ conf css that the hare possibility of 
any such suspicions, n1akcs [me] shake in rny shoes . . ." 

Bello\vs had taken a stand independent from the conser,rattves on 
the Fugitive SlaYc La,v., In 1. 850 he had announced to his congrcga~ 
tion that he ,vou ld give a lecture on i\.n1erir.:an s]avery. A delegation 
of trustees fro1n his church urged hin1 to change his plans, but he 
1vcnt ahead. Happi1y no uproar resulted. ~7 Ho\vcvcrl' he did not 
csc:1pc unscathed ,vhen he published an an ti- \i\T chstcr editorial in the 
Cbristian l11quirer., ,vhosc editor he had been since its birth in 1 847. 
He expressed dis:tppointrncnt o,·cr the Jo,v moral level jn the Se\Tenth 
of j\-1arch speech of the "great statcsn1an. t, The speech did little to 
sol vc the problem of slayery in America! hut paid sole attention to 
keeping the country quiet. T,vo days -after the 2ppcar2ncc of the 
editorial the· luq11irer"s tru~tees den1anded Bcllo\vsl' resignation and 
got it. N c\vs of the ''Bcllo,vs affair'' did not spread~ 1 n ::1 f arc\vcll 
editorialJ Bello,vs ignored the intrigue behind his resignation; the 
''so le reason n for his departure ,vas that other duties ,vere pressjng 
and needed greater attention~ The martyr's robe ill-fitted hi1n.,li~ 

~5 Henry \\l. B eHo~' s to Orv i Ile De,,•ey N C\i;.'" ··:{ or k I s F cbruary · 1 8 5 z ( M H L) ; 
''Dr. Dc\vcy on the Fugitive Slave Bi11." Clnq. ,,. : 1; ( r Febn1-ary I 851 )., z. 

!:iG 0.rvlllc Dewey, Autoh1'ograpbs and Lctter!i of OruiUe DF4.l)cy. D.V., ed. ~lary 
E. De\vey (Boston: Roberts llros,. 1883), pp. ro-S-109~ I-Icnr_r ,,,. BcHo,i:;s to Dc\\'C)\ 
New Y"ork, :24 FeurURI)I" J 8 5] Bellows to Dc,\'cy., Ne\\' ~{ ork, ] 0 ;\'larch I 85 I ( rvlHi). 

fi7 Lion (note 18 above)'!! p. i 1, 

ti.B Henry ,vr Ilel1ovi/s, u~1r. ,;vcbstcr's Spece ht Clnql IV! 2.3 ( 16 r..1arch ] 850). 
1 ; Bellows to Cyrus A. Ba.rtolt N e,v Y orl~ ! 1 5 l'\1 arch l 8 j o I John ,v. Cory to A1essrs. 
Thom';ls and Grinnc1lt n.p., 18 f\.1;1rch l 850; ,, 7illian1 C. Russel, R-ay Boynton, and 
Hen j a111 in F. S ca v crs to Bel1o"¼~s, Ne,,,. \' or k, 9 I\1a y 1 8 5 o ( li,1 l-1 i ) , Barto], Bello~· st 
H1\1 0Hr Rc~dcrs,U CT11qt I\': 3 8 ( 2 9 June r 850 ) 1 2. Cf. ::i!su to Il::.rtol, Neu· 
York, 9 l\1'J.rch 1 850 (i\1Hi). Bellows 13tcr clef ended ,,lcbstcr ;:1_gain~l abolitioni.~t 
ccn.~urcs. Sen Bcllo\\'S to J~rnes Freeman Clarke! Nc\v Yorkl 8 October l R59 (J\1Hi). 
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In 1850 the discussion of ,vhat one ,vould do if a f ugithTe can1e to 

one's door could be carried on as an abstract and hypothetical question 
of ethics. But the Sirns Case of 18 5 1 raised the question to the level 
of frightening reality" .. fhe dratna the rendition of 
Anthon)' Burns forced n1any conservatives to reconsider their previous 
positjons. Ephrai111 Peabody offered a Hvery i111prcssi\,.c prayerH for 
Burns in ans,vcr to the _f ugiLive 's ret1uest to the Boston clergy to pray 
for hi111. Gannett broke do,vn in tears ,vhcn he heard thut the slave-
l'.atchers had succeeded in their task/B Bcllo\vs, in ,vriting to a friend 
in Parjs 1 reported on the great cxcitcn1cnt of the rendition of Burns: 
The most steady and conservative minds felt it to the qu1ck. So f carf ul fl 
nloment h~s never been kno\,•n in Boston, since its invoh•cn1cnt [ ,,·ith J British 
troops. It has n1adc Lhc closest 1nouth open their ltps in protest. Dr. Gannett 
preached a fortnight after (to get cool) a sern1on ta.king a djstinct ground of 
Disunivn, rather than shn.·e-catching ,,.·ith our hc]p on Ne\\' England soil! and 
the peop]e echoed the doctrine. 

To Bello,vs the uphcav~l over Burns ,vas ''"tardy an<l cxccssiye/' A 
continual interest 1n the fugjtivc .slavcst predicament ,vould have been 
far 1norc effective. He observed that the antislavery feeling \Vas bc-
con1 ing general an1ong cl1c Arnerican people. The public uproar ,vas 
taking '<son1 e \Vind out of the abolttionist sails.,., Ilello,vs experienced 
a fee1ing of isolation in all of this: "I find 1nysc]f quite a conservative 
in the n1idst of the radicalisn1 of the nc,v abolitionists. ' 1 (.() 

Sa1nucl A. E1iot both contributed fifty doHars to,vards the purchase 
of Burns's freedun1 and condcn1ncd aholi6onist threats to th,vur.c the 
la,v4 They ,vcrc traitors ,vhcther the)r n1et ''n trairoes rc,vnrd or 
not." 61 Dut for other conservatives the Burns jncidcnt had caused a 
transforrnation of their opinion. 

This transforn1ation ,vas easily seen in the sermon b)t' Gannett that 
Bello,vs had mentioned. To Gannett, love of the Union had heen 
supren1e~ But he no,v f clt that the preseryation of the Union might 
be costing An1crica too n1uch. Although he ,vanted to avoid conflict 

5 111 ~he 11 osto n Pulpit an the Fugi tiY c C:;1sc11' n cv.rspaper dipping; Theodore 
P=-trker, ''The Kj dna ppi n g of Anthony Burns,~ t [ sent pboo k] 1 Parker Papers ( i\1 B). 
John Hop kins l\ 1 orison 1 "Ezra Stiles Gannett, 1' V R, III ( 1 8 7 5), 5 03; "-Tilliam C. 
Gannett, Ezra Stiles G~n11ett, Unitarim1 Afinister in Roston, 1824-1871 (Boston: 
Rob ~rts Brothers, 1 8 7 5), p. 2 89. 

<io Henry ,,,. He 1 lows to Cyrus A. B-artot J\"f ew York, :2 .S June r 8 5 4 ( i\-1Hi) . 
(j 1 H-arold Schwartz, 1 'Fugi tivc SJ a ,._r -c Days in Boston,"' "l\7 MV England Quarterly~ 

XX\rll (June 1954)1 207~ Eliot (note 38 above)~ 
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,vith the Ja,vs of the country, he advocated a passive resistance to the 
Fugjtivc Slave La\v~ IVlen ,vcrc to suffer., not fight for the sake of 
th cir con sci enc cs: 
\Tiolence in the support of truths dear to us 1 or disorde~ly rcstsrancc to offensive 
lcgisfadon, b ~s un\\'isc ~s it is in1propcr., and as unchristian as it is injurious. 
Painful as may be the struggle, ,, .. e must not disturb the public peace for the 
sake of rcdressit1g a prt n1tc ,vrong~ 

He proposed four ,vays to oppose s]avcry. Firstly·, the North should 
grant no further support to s]avery. The South should he prohibited 
an)' ne,v compro1niscs or concessions. Secondly~ steps sho_uld be taken 
to repeal the Fugitive Slave La,v, and rhe provisions of la,vs '\vhich 
offend our moral convictions."'1 These steps included petitions. to 
Congress and, especially, the e]ection of candidates ,vho ,vould 1nodify 
or repeal "obnoxious statutes.'' Thirdly, ill extension of s)ave ter-
ritory should be opposed. Ji'ourchly·, the North should proceed ''to 
rescue our O\Yn soil from being tra1nplcd by those [ ,vho attc1npt] to 
rec]ain1 their fugitive servants ... " Unfo.rtunatcJy·, this 111ight re-
quire the peaceful division of An1crjc2, but Gannett ,vas prepared to 
accept it. 6~ 

Gannetes recomn1cndation of political activity to oppose slavery 
,vas for hi1n on]y a short flirtation ,vith politics. As the 18 50s became 
hloodicr and the political problems of the nation more insoluble, he 
returned to his religion and piety for solace and direction~ Prayer, he 
said, ,vas the onl)· ans,vcr for such evil tin1cs. He lan1ented the ~cper-
sonal rccrin1ination" of Su1nnerJs oratory in the Senate! but could 
not excuse the co\vardl) 7 vengeance that nearly took the Senacorts 
Iif c. lie ,varned the "ipersccutcd. citizens of Kansas"' tl1at altl1ough 
((se]f-dcf cnce,, ,vas the i'la,v of n-atnrc, H any· ""retaliation 77 \Vas a. ''breach 
of the gospcLn Trul)Tt the times called for ''Ju,vly and irnportunatc 
prayer."" (jJ 

Because of the Unitarian 1nission church in La,vrcnce, the de-
nom1natjon ,vatchcd the e\Tents in l(ansas ,v·ith .special interest. The 
reports of n1urdcr and pillage from the Unitarian n1inister in La,vrence 
excited the imagination 2nd enthusiasm of eastern Unitarians.64 The 

62 G~nnett, Relatio11 (note :2 3 above), pp. I 5-21, i 3, 
68 1\1:artha Perry Lowe, A 1 cntoir of C barl e.t Lowe (Boston: Cupples, Upham, -and 

Co~t 1884), p. 2.19; Gannett (note J9 -abo\.Tc)1 pp. 9, J9-zo. 
et Charles Richard Denton 1 ''l~hc Uni tar fan Church and 'Kanzas Territory, 1 

.i 854-1861 ,1' Kans at Jfjstorical Quarterly, XXX: 3 (Autumn t964), 307-309 1 461-46:!, 
474~ 
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conservatives 1nadc a variety of proposals to alleviate the general 
suffering of l(ansas. Ga.nnctt had suggested prayer as a n1cans to help 
quell the conflict and bring the land safely to frcedotn. Ed,vard 
Everett I-Ia1e proposed another ,vay. 

Li]{e so n1any· other Unitarian leaders he h:id been in1prcsscd by 
A1rs. Chtld's A'll Appeal for tbat Class of A1nericn11s Called Africa11s -
but 11egath.,ely. He Vi/as only a youth ,vhen he sa,v the book for sale 
in n Boston hookstorc. I-le ,vns indignant, he recalled seventy years 
later., "thaL a ncgro should be called an A1nerican at au.n-On the 'Cprjn-
cip]e of pcnancc,tl he gave small change to Black peop}e he met on the 
streets.6 5 But his guilt fee]ings did not driv-e him to join the antislav-
ery n1oven1ent.66 StilJ, he ,vas not above using antjslrtvery rhetoric. 
In order ,cto save Kansas from slavery/"' he dru1nn1cd up support for 
an En1igrant Aid Company to expedite Nc,v Eng]and c1nigration to 
J(ans2s. 

''Tt is fair to say·/' Hale remarked of the several thousand 1ncn his 
con1pany sent to I(ansas, uthat every 1nan .... ,vent for the purpose 
of making l(ansas -a free State . _ . No man ,vent ,vith the primary 
purpose of enriching himself or his f an1il y. ~' U? \\ 1hile there is n_ slight 
poss i bi Ii ty th at the a tn bi tion s of n incte.en th-ccn n1ry 1nen d ifI ere d from 
those of our own age1 it should be pointed out that f reedo1n -alone ,vas 
no~ the only goal of Ne,v England settlers bound for Kansas. If the 
letterhead of the company" bespoke the truth 1 they ,vere also seeking 
"Education/' "Temperance/' and uRcligion" in Kansas, that is Nc,v 
England freedom, education! tcmpcrancc 1 and religion. For 1-lalc held 
the vie,v., probably in agreement ,vith his associates, that the best ,vay 
to overco1ne the South's intrusion into Kansas~ in fact the best ,vay to 
overc9me the South, ,vas to s,vamp hs people and culture either ,vith 
N c,v Englanders, or ,vj~h ""-'hite immigrants taught by N e,v England-
er.s. -This had been Halets solution to the problcrn of Texas in 1845, 
but he had received_ no supporc No,v it "\Vas his solution for Knnsas in 
1854, -and he had solid support. ·The Emigrant A.id Company spent 
over$ 130,000 and had among its supporters the \Vcalthy n1anufacturer, 

as Elhn1rd Everett H-ale, Me-ino,-ies of a Hundred Years., 11 {New York: J\1ac-
1ni!lgn Co., 19oz) 1 JJ 8-I 19. 

M Hale ( note I 1 :a:bovc). I, r 14. 
67 Quoted in ibid., Ii :249-1 5 o. 
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Amos A. La,vrencet and the millionaire merchant, John Carter 
Brown.6~ 

Dewey had little sympathy for the emigration policies of his fellow 
New Englanders. He thought the South would not submit to a north-
ern veto on slaves in Kansas, and he ,vas anxious that th c N orch should 
.not press the issue. Y ct Dc\vcy \Vas horrified at the South's policy of 
extending .slavery: "'I say, -no~ never - God forbid! n In objecting 
to the extension of slavery, he was not influenced by the exciten1ent of 
Kansas and the Sumner affair. In spite of these events he ,vould still 
be against the t' extension of the sla ve-S}7Stem'' -as a 1: \v ron g to hum an~ 
ity.H 09 

Conservatives began to see that the Sou th' s insistence upon the exten-
sion of slavery and the rendition of fugitives was more disruptive to law 
and order th an the ''treasonous activities'' of the a bo I itionist~. De \Vey~ s 
sympathy for the South ,vaned as soon as jt advocated the extension 
of sla ver)T. v\lith similar displeasure, Gannett rebuked the South for 
rigidly insisting upon the rendition of fugitives. If the South ,vould 
let the Fugitive Slave Law remain c'co1nparatively inoperative,', he 
preachedt the North '~would acquiesce in the legal validity of a clain1 
seldom enforced .. ,, 70 But the South ,vould not. Conservatives Jooked 
else,vhere for peace and order. Perhaps these goals, they thought~ 
would be achieved through the election of John Charles Fremont as 
prcside~t of the United States. 

t1s Samuel A. Johnson, 1~/Je Bntrle C.,-y of Freedou1: 1'1;.e i,..,t ew Englond E111.igrant 
Aid Co ntpan y in t be Kt1 nsn s Crrua.d e ( Law rcn cc: University of K-an sas Press! 19 5 4) ! 
p. 114~ Jean Hollo\\·a.y, uEd~Tard E\--crctt Ila le on 'Hou· to Conquer Texas/ 0 Vnl-
versjtj' of Teras Studiet in English,, XXXI ( 195:i) 1 68-85; Edward Everett Hale! 
,cLetter Written by Edward Everett H~lc1 [ 1 i N"oi.·crnbcr 1845 l /' CcnnbridK.~ I Jis-
tori cal Society Proce-e-din gi i I \r ( r 909) i 9 2; Hg l e1 i~The Seri ptura 1 and Po \iti cal 
Remedy for the. North in the Prcscn t Crj ~is on Sl vcr y i'' Christi an R,:gist er• XXXI V: 
3 6 ( 8 September I B 5 5 } ! 1. This e~sa y Wia-5 also pub lis hcd as: a ] ea.fl.et ll n d er the title 1 

The Gospel tJf FTeedo111 Ext.ended by the Organlu.don of f};nigrntion. An Essay 
on the Scriptural and P olitital R eJJtedy for tf ,e ]\'or th in the Pre sent Cris is on SJ wuery 
(n.p . ., [ 185 5~]) i Holloway (note n. aho,·c)., pp. l 06--J 07~ Hale (note 11 above), l 
-i 49. Cf. also H al~1 K anzas and '/\' e hra.; ka... The H jstorJ., Geo gra J1bi cal and Pb y si cal 
C harattetirti ts! and Politi cal Po rition of Tho J e Terrfr ories; a na A c count of the 
Emigrant Aid Ctnupa·nfrs, and Directionr to Emigrants (Boston: Phillips. Sampson 1 

& c.o., 1854) · 
69 William Ga E1ioti "[Diary] Notebook #4/" pp. 96, 98 {\Villiam Greenleaf 

Eliot CoHectionj Olin Librilry., v\:rashington University); Orville Dewer to Henry 
W. Bellows, Sheffield,, 13 July 1856 ( l\1Hi); uDr+ De\ve.y"s Address," Clnq 1 XI: :2 ( 11 
October J 856), I+ 

70 Gann-ettt Rein tio n ( note 2 3 above) I ppa I 7- I 9. 
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In r 856 the conscrvativcsi journnli The A1ontbl)• Religio11s A1aga-

ziue, favorably rcvie,vcd the c~mpaign biography of Fremont ,vritten 
by a for1ner Unitarjan minister~ Charles '''ennvorth Upham. It called 
the llepublican candidate ,;,a Presidential leader in the cause of free-
dom, order, and peace.~' 11 A candjdate for order., peace, and freedom 
\Vas an idea 1 candidate for conserva ti ,Tes r \Vha t better platform ,vas 
avai1able than one ,vhich stabi]iz.cd their communitr, ended the ram-
pant violence, and lirnited slavery to the South? Not only· poH~ical 
abolitionists sup ported Ii ... r cmon t, exasperated cons erva ti ves did as well, 
and they had excellent leadership in Henry \V. Be11o,vs. 

At his sun1mer home in V\'alpolet New I-iampshire., BeJio,vs helped 
form a Fremont Ciub on 2 August 18 56~ I--Ie presented the principal 
resolutions at jts first n1eeting, condemning American slavery's past 
''astounding trjumphs'' and present threats to reopen the slave trade, 
to annex Cu ha,. Gen tral Amer icn, and h.fcxico, and., ,vorst of all~ to es-
ta hlish 1'Slavery in the States no,v free .. ,' He also numbered the political 
successes of the Sou th: It had packed the Suprcn1e Court, held the b al-
ancc of po,vcr in the Senate., furnished three-fourths of all the Presi-
dents { and thcjr presidential appointments) since ~'ashington, .sup-
plied t\vo-thirds of the Army and Navy offi cerst and had constructed 
a ~~cabinet half of northern mEn, ,vith a Ne\v .. Hampshire President 
[Frank]in Pierce] at its head, which could not he more sfa.veho1ding 
in its poJicy and measures if it \Vere the Executive of South Carolina.,, 
Bc11o,vs' Club pledged to embark upon a campaign for Fremont as if 
upon a second A1ncrican Revolution~ '\vith a sacred convjccion that 
the H .. epu bl ican Parry represents at this moment the eternal interests 
of the Constitution and of Civil Liberty; of America and of H umanicy; 
of l\1an and of God. n Bello,vs ,vrote to political abolitionist James 
Freeman Clarket "I heartily join you in your efforts to help on Fre-

' l · t" 7o11o mont s e ect1on.. .. 
Bcllo,vs revealed the depth of his commitn1ent to the election of 

Fre111ont in a remarkable sennon on the Sunday before the election. 
In the sermon,. cntjtled,, HThc Apostlc,s Election; Or, Ho,v sh~ll I 
Vote in the Present Cxisis~0 he inculcated the religiousness of dcn1ocrr 

11 Quoted by Denton ( note 64 above), p. 4 7 z. 
~2 lienry ,:v. BeHows, 0 Reso1utions of the Walpole (N.H.) Fremol'lt Clubt 

C/nq1 X:46 ( 16 August 1856), 3.; BcHows to James Frcem::1n Clarke, vValpole 1 1: 

September c 8 5 6 ( A1. Hi). 
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Frou1 Treason to Antislavery PatriotiS1n 
racy and the re1igious democratic imperative of voting for the RepubJi-
can party. A vote, he preached, 

1 f deposited ,vith a thoughtfui deference to the instructio1~s of duty, \\'ith a 
dclihcrntc cnlcu h1.tion of n1ornl ~nd spi ritu~ \ re~n1ts, "\dth a r..:nn~cientiou!-, f ~ith 
that the permanent interests of hun1:anity~ Christ's Kingdo1n and God~s la,,· are 
to be pron1otcd- a vote is prayer~ a sacred appeal to God ls -arbitration, a 
co,nplete fulfillment of the duty of n Christian ciri~en so far as regard~ _the elec-
tion of ru]ers. 

Although. aJI men professed to be governed ·by patriotism - '\vhich 
is itself a rcligjous dutyn - and could vote dutifully and prayerfully., 
they cou [ d in the end vote for di.ff ercnt and opposing parties. Th erc-
f ore, the voter should vi c \l' the issn cs of the prcsid en tia 1 cl cc tion of 
1 856 in light of his o,vn conscience a.nd the revelation of God's ,viJl. 
One '\vay to d etcr1nine the '\vill of God ,vas to heed the '~voice of ~h c 
Church/'" ,vhich in spite of '\ill its ; cal ous sects ,g_nd dcno1ninntions"' 
had decided against the extension of slavcr)r. ' 11 t is seldom 1 '' he rc-
m-arked, ,cthar the clergy of a collntry conscrv-ativc and reserved on 
party questions by th cir very stud ics, and th cir position as -th c heads of 
mixed congregations take de cisi vc pu biic ground 11 pon a political 
issue.n Because they had on the issue of the extension of slgvcry~ ]ay·-
men should seriously consider this as -a revelation of the ,vill of God. 

Be]Jo,vs a.1so admitted '"'reluctantly and cautio11sly~J that the con-
t,g_inment of slavery· was more important than the preservation of the 
Union: ''the Un ion is great~ precious, sacred! but yes! ,ve n1ust say 
it! - hu 1nan icy, duty, 110n or, religion - it sticks in the thro-a t to speak 
it- are greater thau the Unio11." In order to obey God's ,vill and his 
o\vn conscientious belief that the extension of s] a very· was \V or.se than 
disunion, he felt compeHcd to vote for the Republican party. He ex-
erted no coercion on his congregation to follo,v him. Tns_tead he told 
the1n, 

l f any of you c.:onscienduusly consider Slavery no "Tong~ no m1sfortune 1 and 
no sin; if_you h:1vc by physiological argun1cnt, or practical observation, hrought 
yourselves to think the negro"s natural and providential position to be that of a 
slave; if you find ,varr:int in Scripture or ethics for his perpetual hondnge; if 
you can cou[1tenance the inseparable c,·ils of concubinage, the violent separa-
tion of houscholdsi and the cruelties of irresponsible po,,·er, ,vhich belong to 
the systcin - tl 1en you may conten1 plate the extension of the p cc uliar ins tit u-
ti on \Vi tho ut scru plc, and stop the l ca ks in the Union ,\ith nc,v ha 1 es of cotton 
,va tered by the n egro 1s h iood :-w nd S\ve::it. 
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And then it ,vould f ollo\v that they should also Yote for the Democratic 
party .. 73 

Letters of congratulation were sent to Bellows ,vhich praised his 
serrn on: It ,vas the ''very ideal of -a Christian po 1 i ti cal discourse., J Other 
conservatives read God's ,vii l and their conscience in a similar fashion. 
I-I ale hoped for Fren1011es election, and a. dying Ephraim Peabody dc-
n1a11ded to be carried to the polls ,vhcre he could Hdrop a vote for 
Frcedon1. -a ,.,. 

1\1 ost of the cons er va ti vcs con tin u cd to .support the ll e publican 
party in the presidential election of 1 860 and voted for Abraham I ... in-
co J n to stop the extens1 on of slavery. Samu el A. Eliot, h o,vever, 
headed the i\fassachusetts State Committee of the Constitutional Uni on 
party of John Bell and Ed,vard Everett, ,vhich was pledged to ~,:the 
Constitution of the Country, the Union of the Statest and the Enforce-
ment of the La.,v.s.'' Americans ,vante<l, he told Bell supporters in Bos-
ton, a "more perfect union,, and ''domestic tranquillity.n The Con-
stitutional Union platform ,vas union, order, and peace~ but not frcc-
clon1 .. The Republican party platform ,vas union, order~ peace, free 
soil, but not freedom for southern Negro slaves .. What to do with the 
Negro slaves remained a question. In an· essay· ~1The Position of the 
Bh1ck Race/' published in September 1860 and written probably by 
Sin111cl A. Eliot) the author had an -answer: 1:1\V8it for the development 
of the Divine Plan. n The ,vait ,vould not be long .. 7-Ci 

10 [:lcnry W .. Bellows, "The Apostle 1s Election; Or. Ho,v shall I \ 1otc in the 
Pre.sent Crisis? Learned from their Exarnple. A Discourse in All So11ls1 Church, on 
Sunday, Novenlber 1i J 856t Clnq., XI.! 7 ( 15 November I 856), 1-2. 

1-1 '''Hliarn Si ls 1.J ee to Henry ,v. B e11 ows, H il1si de I B Nov ember 1 8 56; G ~orge 
\\.:i-. Hosmer to Be11ov.' s, H uffalo, 1 o November 1 8 5 6 ( ~I Hi). John \Veiss, A Dfr tours e 
Occarioned by the-Death -of Rev. Ep/Jraiur Peabody. D.D., PartoT of King~s Chapelt 
Botton~ ~reached Before the First Congregationt1l Societyt New Uedfordt Deceu1bn 
7, 18;6 (New Bedford: ~1ercury Job Pressj t856), p. 2 3. 

7~ Thornton Kirkland Lothrop, S01ne Re11dniscences of the I...ife of SarnueJ Kirk-
Ian d Lothrop+ ed. by his son { C-a mbridge: John Wilson and Sonj 18 88) 1 p+ J 71 ; 
Heralds (note 9 above) 1 III, 3 t q 11Nadonai Union Ticket," Boston Daily Courier. 
l. June 1860~ [Samuel A. Eliot? J, ,uPosition of the Black Race/' newspaper clippingt 
2 4 Scptem L Er 18 6o, ' 4 [ E1iot) Scrapbook 1 1 S] 7-1860 11 { J\ 1 H-Archlves) .. 
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