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From Treason to Antislavery Patriotisn:
Unitarian Conservatives and the

Fugitive Slave Law
Douglas C. Srange

A. The Bostonian with the “Mark of Cam”

N 1849, a former slave, Jasiah Henson, dicrated his memoirs to a
wealthy Dostonian, Samucl A. Eliot. T'ather Henson, as he was
known to his people, had cstablished a colony for Blacks in Cana-
da, and Lliot, a lifclong exponent of celonization, wished to fur-
ther Henson’s work. The memeirs were published as The Life of Jo-
sialy Henson and were sold for onc dollar a copy. Thercafter, Henson
was a frequent dinner guest at the Eliot home, and long after Eliot’s
death, I'ather Henson continued to posscss 2 decp admiration for the
“high-mindcd and public-spirited aristocrat” who had been his patron.’
Samuel Atkins Elior (1798-1862) graduated from Harvard College
and the Harvard Divinity School. e was never ordained, bur served
as a vestryman and a warden of King's Chapel. Extremely devont, he
held home devotions in which his children recited their catechism and
sang hymns. He required his children to memorize one new hymn
cach week. To help them “to meet and answer the cavils of the infidel,
and the pretensions of those who elaim an exclusive right to the name of
Christian,” he wrote a small volume, Observations on the Bible, for

1 Josiah Henson, The Life of Josiah Henson, Formerly a Slwve, now an Inbabitant
of Canadi, as Narrated by Himiself (Boston: Arthur D. Phelps, 1849); Mary Jiliot
Guild, “Samuel Atkins and Mary Elior: A Memory Sketch by Their Oldest Daugh-
ter,” p. 27 (MB-Archives); DAB, VI, 82, '

The following abbreviations are used in footnotes of this article:

Clug: Christian Inguirer

DAB: Dictionary of Awrerican Biography, ¢d. Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone
(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1918-1958)

MB: Roston Public Library

MH: Houghton Library, Harvard Universivy

MI1-Archives: Harvard Universiny Archives

MIdi: Massachuserts Historical Society

UR: Unitarian Review and Religions Magazine
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From Treason to Antislavery Patriotism 467

the Use of Young Persons, in 1842, Ilc was an intimate fricnd of his
minister, Ephraim Peabody, a “devoted lover” of King’s Chapel, and a
faithful servant “to his Saviour and to his God.” *

Elhot served his alma mater as irs reeasurer, 1842—1853, and as its
historian. The College rewarded him with a LL.D. mn 1855, As
president of the Academy of Music he helped to introduce the instruc-
uon of music nto the Bosron schools, From 1834 to 1839, he served
successively as a state representative, a state senator, and the mayor of
Boston. In 1850, he was elected to Congress, but declined to run for
re-clection at the end of his term. Eliot, a son of a wealthy merchant,
was dedicated to his own and the nation’s commercial growch and ma-
terial prosperity. Thus, in September 1857, when he suflered a finan-
cial disaster, his good health and cnthusiasm gave way. Fricnds and
relatives lent their aid. The Boston Gas-Light Company clected him
as 1ts president at a modest salary in 185¢. Yet he died three years later,
a “poor and disappointed man.” Webster wrote of Eliot, in 1850, “he
is considcred the impersonation of Boston; ever-intelligent, cver-
patriotic, cver-glorious Boston.”

The abolitionists in Boston loathed Eliot, He carried the “Mark of
Cam” on his brow, said 2 Unitarian nunister.! Thomas Wentworth
Iigginson declared that he had “darkened forever an honored name”;

2 Guild (note 1 above), p. 19; Samucl Atkins Eliot, Observations on the Bible, for
the Use of ¥Young Persons (Boston: John H, LFastburn, 1842), p. v; Henry Wilder
Foote, Christ Stilling the Waves, A Serman Preached in King's Chapel, Boston,
February 2, 1862, the Sunday after the Funeral of the Hon, Samuel A, Efiot {Cam-
bridge, 1862), pp. 12, 14. Llior generously gave of his wealth to King’s Chapel and
the Unitarian denomination. See Samuel A, Lliot, “Journsl, 18251847, pp. 30, 38,
46, 57, et passini {MH-Archives).

31bid., pp. 26, 29-30, 36, 38; Samuel Atkins Eliot, 4 Sketch of the History of
Harvard College and of Its Preseut State (Roston: Charles C., Little & James Brown,
1‘8'48); [Harvard College] “Ov. Rec,” IX, 2910 (MH-Archives). For addresses,
articles, and letters relating to Eliot’s presidency of the Academy of Music, see Eliot
Papers (AIH-Archives). See also Sehiller's Song of the Bell Transiated for the Bos-
ton Academry of Music by Samuel A. Fliot (Boston; Perkins and Marvin, 1837);
Joseph Palmer, Neerology of Alummni of Harvard College, 1851-52 t0 1862-63
{Boston: }ohn Wilson & Son, 1864}, p. q06; Webster quoted in DAR, VI, 82, Cf.
also Andrew Preston Peabody, Harvard Graduates Whom 1 Have Known (Buston:
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., 1890), pp. 149-168; Justin Winsor, ed., The Afemorial
History of Boston, Including Suffolk County, Massachusetts, 1630-r88o, 111 {Boston:
Jemes R. Ospgood & Co., 1882), 243-247.

* Rufus Phineas Stebbins ta John Gorham Palfrey, Meadville, 4 October 1850,
John Gorham Palfrey Papers (MH).
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468 Harvard Library Bulletin

a name which would be “indelibly associated,” said another abolition-
1st, “‘with cruelty and injustice.” ® Others called lim a “Hunker.” °

Eliot as an alderman had sympathized with the mob which tried to
stlence William Lloyd Garrison and the radical abolitionists in 5833,
Later as the mayor of Boston he had used his influence to turn down the
petition of Dr. William Ellery Channing and his friends vo use Faneuil
Hzll for a mceting on the Lovejoy Affair. He fought against the
“friends of abolitionist principles” to be re-clected mayor. But his
greatest crime, the “Mark of Cain™ upon his hrow, was to cast his vote
in the House of Representatives for the Fugitive Slave Bill, in 1850.
He was the only representative from Massachusetts to vote for the
compromise measures. His vote lost him dear friends among the aboli-
tionists and gained him implacable enemies.”

The Negro population in Boston was disturbed by Eliot’s vote and
a conuuittee of about a dozen Black citizens came to his home. They
listened patently to his explanation of his vote. His argument, which
he later revealed in = letter to the Bosten Advertiser, was essentially
that the compromise measures were conservative measores to msurc
the peace and prosperity of the United States. The framers of the
Constitution knew that slavery could not continue if slaves could
escape to frecdom in the North. They had to provide for the recavery
of slaves or the South would not have consented to join the Union.
The founding fathers had acted wisely, said Eliot. Their fugitive slave
provision had balanced our government ang allowed Americans “sixty
years of unparalicled growth and prosperity.”

Eliot wanted to continue working with slaveholders to preserve the
United Srates. He sympathized with the slave, but he felt that he had
ncither the responsibility nor the right to tamper with the slavehold-

® Thomas Wencworth Higginson, AMr. Higginseiw's Address to the Voters of the
T'hird Congressional District of Muassachusetts (Lowell: C, L. Knapp, 18:,0), p. &;
[William Jav]l, A Letter to the Hon Sanucl A. Eliot, Representative in szgre.rs
frow: the City of Boston, in Reply to His dApology for Voiing for the Fugitive Stave
Bif, By Hancack (Boston: Wm, Crosby and H. P. Nichols, 1851), p. §7.

¢ David D. Van Tassel, “Gentlemen of Property and Standing: Compromise Senti-
ment in Boston in 850, New Englend Quarterly, XXIIT (September 1950), 316,

7“The Right of Free Discussion,” Morufng News, 4 December 1837; “To the
Puablic,” n.d.: “A Dialogue,” n.d.; newspaper clippings, Samuel A. Eliot, “Scrapbook,
1837-1860"” (MIT-Archives). Sec alsa Higginson (note § above), p. 57. On the dis-
ruptive cffect of Eliot's vote upon his {riendship with John Gorham Palfrey, see
Liiot to Palfrcy, Boston, 4 February 1852; Palfrey to Elior, Cambridge, § February
185z (Palfrey, Papers, MH).
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er’s conscience. The South, he declared, was not an ogre. If it were
left alonc it would “caleulate coolly the advantages and disadvantagres
of the institution.”

It disturbed IEliot that the abolitionists refused to accept the Fugitive
Slave Law and to obey “the ‘higher law’ ™ of the Constitution. Unless
Massachusetts intended to practice nullification, he said, then the state
must return the “fugitive from labor.” The whole question of obedi-
ence to this law was related to the salvation of the Union, a union which
he saw as the “political hope of the world.” To set aside our constitu-
tional obligations would lead to “disunion and anarchy” and raise havoc
for both the “African and the European races.”

As far as the Eliot houscehold could tell, wrote his daughter, Mary,
the Blacks who had visited him remained his friends: “The coloured
waiters continued to serve his family.” ® .

liliot had voted for the Fugitive Slave Law to insore the peace,
prosperity, and good order of the United States. He therefore enjoyed
the support of Unitarian conscrvatives. The progression of vielent
events in the 1850s speedily increased Unitarian conservative fears
that the identity of their churches, socicty, government, indeed their
very own lives and consciences would be irrecoverably altered, And
many of these conservatives were changed by the cataclysmic events.
Some of them became more openly antislavery. Some began to use
their vote as a means to slow the aggressiveness of the South. Surpris-
ingly, they supported political action with some ostentation.

B. Narural Conscrvatives

Mast prominent of these Unitarian conservative ministers were Dr.
Orville Dewey {1794-1882), minister of the Church of the Messiah,
New York City, and New South Socicty, Boston, and president of the
American Unitarian Association, 1845—1847; Dr. Iizra Stiles Gannett
(1801-1871(), of Federal Strect Church and president of the American
Unitarian Association, 1847—1851; and Dr. Ephraim Peabody (1807~
1856), minister in New Bedford, and afterwards of King’s Chapel,
Boston.® Several younger conservatives werc also of importance.,

8 Guild (note 1 above), pp. 31=32; “Letter from the Hon, Samuel A. Elior [on
why he voted for the Fugitive Slave Bill],” newspaper clipping, Boster Advertiser,
Eliot “Scrapbook, 1837-1860" (MH-Archives).

5 Samuel A. Eliot (1862~1950), cd., Heralds of a Liberal Faith, 1II {Boston:
American Unitarian Association, 1910}, 84-8p, 138-147, 207303,
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470 Harvard Library Bulletin

One such young conscrvative was Edward Evercett Hale (1822-
1909), the son of Nathan Hale (1784-1863), the cditor of the Bos-
ton Daily Advertiser, the recognized organ of the “intcllectual aris-
tocracy of eastern Massachusetts.” ' J1ale adoutted that he possessed
a “natural conservatism strengthened by parental opinwon.” Upon
graduation fron1 Harvard he thoughe Ralph Waldo Emerson was “half
crazy,’ disliked abolitionism and total abstinence, and “in general,
followed che advice of [his] Cambridge teachers, who were from Presi-
dent down to janitor, all a hundred ycars behind their time,” ' He
served the Church of Unity m Worcester, Massachusetts, hetween
1846 and 1856, and the South Congregational Church, Boston, there-
after until his retirement from the ministry in 1899.*

Another young conservative, who by 1850 had begun to achicve
naticnal prominence among Unitarians, was Henry Whitney Bellows
(1814-1882). His desire to please all sides makes Bellows a difficult
man to catcgorize. “You arc a very casy man to mis-represent,”’ con-
fessed fellow Unitarian minister James Freeman Clarke. Bue Clarke
classthicd him as a conscrvative at home in the company of mcen like
Fzra Stiles Gannett and Edward I'veretr IHale. Neither he nor Gar-
risoman Samuel J. May included him in their lists of Unitarian minis-
ters who were co-workers i the antislavery causc. Wendell Phillips
said that Bellows lowered jnto a well empty buckets and drew them
empty np. Not only the abolitionists scorned his conservatism; fcllow
Unitarian ministers, Frederie Henry Hedge and (eorge F. Simmons,
also complaincd “He was always conscrvative in his sentiment and
taste,” wrote his son. He was dlstmct]v and with pronounced con-
viction,’ eulngued William Greenleaf Tliot, the minister to the Uni-
tarian Church in St, Louis, “a conservative by naturc and in face; con-
servative in religion; conservative in ethical principles; conservative
in politics, in social interests and institutions, and wherever else the
battle of conflicting ideas compels the choice.” ™

10 ] yman Abbott, Sithoueties of My Camcmpamne.r (Garden Ciry: Doubleday,
Pape, and Co., 1922), p. 102,

i1 Edward E. Hale, Ir., cd., The Life and Letters of Edward Everett Hale, 1
(Boston: Little, Brown, & Co., 1i91y), 123.

I? Jean Holloway, Edward Everett ale: A Biography (Auvstin: University of
Texas Press, 1956}, pp. 81~82, 112-113, 243; Abbotr (notc 10 above), p. 115; Heralds
(note ¢ above), TV, 153; DAB, VIII, gp-100.

13 James Freeman Clarke to Henry W, Bellows, Buston, 5 October 1859 (Bellows
Papers. MHi); Clarke to Elizabeth G. Huudekoper, Jamaica Plain, 27 May 1859
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From Trenson to Antislavery Patriotism 471

Bellows emerged as the leader of the Unitarian conservatives in the
1850s. Utilizing his natural talents for leadership and driven by the
encrgy of ambition he cventually organized and headed the National
Confcrence of Unitarian Churches. Although he claimed that it was
“all important for [him] to have a right understanding with [the] lead-
ing minds” ameng his conscrvative Unitarian colleagues, he frequently
complained about them privately.” Publicly he harbored his displea-
sure i stlence and, by a display of kindncss and sympathy to his as-
sociates, he accomplished his desire to have things his own way and
still not appear despotic, Yet he did not escape the nickname, “Boss
Bellowrs.” #°

His father was a wealthy merchant whose failure in business forced
Bellows to finance his own cducation at the Harvard Divinity School.
His first parish was the Unitarian Society in Mobile, Alabama. Hec
labored there for two years and refused to eriticize the slavery about
bim. He would have been “torn to picces” if he had spoken against
it, he said; besides, his “conscience as well as policy” forbade him to
mention it.'* When his successor, George F. Simmons, attacked slav-
ery and was “torn to pieces,” a perturbed Bellows wrote: Simimons
“Is dogmatic and vain. IHis hair needs another Delilah. . . . Hcissuch
an impracticable dog.” ** Bellows returned to the North and became
minister of the First Unitarian Church (later called All Souls Church)
in New York City. He remained there wntil his death.'®

(Clarke Papers, MH); Clarke, Anti-Slavery Days {(New York: R. Worthington,
1884), pp. 118-110; Sammel J. May, Somre Recollections of Our Antislavery Conflict
(Miami: Afuemosync Poblishing Co., 1969 [rst ed., 1869]), pp. 335-336; Phillips
gquoted by Cyrus A. Bartol, “Channing and Garrison, A Question.of Words and
Verbal Virtue,” UR, XXV (1886), 154; Frederic Henry Hedge to Bellows, Provi-
dence, 3 May 856 (MHi): George F. Simmons to Bellows, Waltham {on a visit}, 8
November 1845 (MHi); Russell Nevins Bellows, Henry Whitney BRellows. 4
Biographical Sketch with Portrait [Printed from advance sheets of “The Bellows
{zenealngy,” by Thomas Peck] (Keene, N.H.: Sentinel Printing Co., n.d.), p. 311;
William G. Eliot, “The Man of Golden Lips: Henry Whitney Bellows,” 5t. Lot/s
Globe-Denrocrat, 13 February 1882,

14 Henry W. Rellows to [Eliza] Bellows, Boston, 14 November 1847; Bellows to
Cyrus A, Bartol, New York, 25 March 1850; Bellows to Bartol, 13 November 1851
(MHLi).

16 “Rev. Dr. Bellows,” Harper's Heekly, 17 August 1859,

16 Henry W. Bellows to Jacob N. Knapp, Augusta, Georgla, 22 November 1837;
Bellows to John Bellows, Mobile, 25 January 1838 (MHi).

¥ Henry W, Bellows to Orville Dewey, New York, 26 January 1841 {(MHi),

18 For addidenal biographical information on Bellaws, sce Heralds (note ¢
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472 Harward Library Bulletin

C. The Declination of Obedience and QOrder

The conscrvatives recorded what they saw as the decline of law and
order in the 1850s. Orville Dewey complained that American citizens
were on the verge of forgetting that anyone, even (God, was to be
obeyed anymore. IHe blamed the disorderly state of the country on
his fellow citizens. “Qur Democratic deference in some directions,”
he said, “is going a great deal too far.,” (annett decried the loose
morality which pervaded the country, the “luxuriance of vice” in the
cities, the crime in villages that were once the “seats of Puritanic
propriety,” the “Polygamy” and “Paganism’ of the great West, and
cspecially the loss of the people’s faith “in {rcedom, in goodness, and
in God.” *®

The conservatives sadly noted the lengthening and widening cracks
in the whole structure of American society. Even the “discipline of
chitdbood™ was on the decline. Dewey looked upon the relaxation of
family discipline with “profoundest anxicty.” If every child could
say and do what he wanted, the end of saciety was imminent.** Women
too were beginning to asserc themsclves. Dewey had very definite
idcas concerning the rights and dutics of women and his cmphasis was
on duties. The “duty” and “wisdom” of a woman, he raught, was to
yicld her opinion to her hushand in “ordinary cascs of difference.” The
carc of her property “naturally” belonged to her husband. She could
be educated, but her place was “beneath the domestic roof.” He de-
clared:

When it is contended, that women should do business, labor out of doors as
men do~—should vote, appear in public life, hold office, be members of Con-
gress, Cabinet Ministers, Presidents — and why not Captains and Commodores,

above), TII, 23-24; DA4B, T1, 169; Felix Danford Lion, “Henry Whitney Bellows,”
B.D. thesis (Meadville Theological School, 1938); Thamas L. Robinson, “Henry
Whitney Bellows 1814-1822 [sic],” Unitarian Christian, XXIV:3 (Tall 1968),
6-13; Clifford E. Clark, Jr., “Religious Beliefs and Social Reforms in the Gilded Age:
The Case of Henry Whimey Bellows,” New England Quarterly, XLIII (March
1970}, 56—78. Unformnately, errors mar the articles of both Robinson and Clark.

19 Orville Dewey, Discourse on Obedience, Preached in the City of Washington,
on Sunday, June 27th, 1852 (New York: Charles 5. Francis & Ca., 1852), pp. 4, 18;
Ezra S. Gannett, The State af the Country: A Discourse Preached in the Federgl
Streer Meetinghouse in Boston, on Sunday, June 8, 1856 (Boston: Crosby, Nichols
& Co,, 1856), p. 13.

20 Dewey (note 19 above)}, pp. 6, 7-8.
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From Treason to Antislavery Patriotisin 473

as well? — I will not say what madness! though that is my feeling; but, T say,
the laws of progress, the nature of persons, the reladons to the material world,
the relations to the social body, forbid. 1 believe, indeed, that there is a con-
stitutional difference hetween the sexes, which destines the one to out-of-door
life, and the other to in-door life. If it be not so, 1 should like to have some one
tell me, why the one has a beard and the ather not.?!

Dewey worricd about the Jack of appreciation by Americans of the
“beauty, the fitness, the reasonableness, the all-binding necessity of
obedicnee.” He was disgusted by non-conformists who lived primarily
in the cities and had no apparent fceling of allegiance to anythmg.
They existed, he comphained, only “to do what they like,” Ohedicnce
was something all must learn. The spirit of disobedience that pervaded
America, the general “lawless spirit,” he saw as a “total and enormous
wrong.” ** The times called for self-contro], said Ganncet: “Order
is the first condition of a safe or prosperous community.” Obedicnce
to the laws and to the good order of society was the clarion call of the
conservatives,”

The sssue of antislavery was an obstacle to the restoration of good
order. Many of the conservatives were disturbed by the abolitionists’
misrepresentation of the South’s “peculiar institution.” Dewey be-
lieved that it was wrong “to leap upon the South— upon its very
character and civilization.” Tt was wrong to speak of the “pollution”
and the “loathesomencss” of the slave system. Iis southern friends
deserved greater consideration and respect. He never knew a “better
people, . . . none more kindly, affcctionate and religious.” * Bellows
“loved” the South and frequently praised the southern Whites. He
offered them greater sympathy than the North was wont to give
them.”® Tndced, he believed (as did Dewey) that the “majority of the

21 Qrville Dewey, The Laws of Hwuan Progress and Modern Refornss. A
Lecture Delivered Before the Mercantile Library Association of the City of New-
Yerk (New York: C. 8. Francis and Co., 1852), pp. 18, 10-20.

22 Dewey (note 19 above), pp. 5-6, 8. -

28 Gannett {note 19 above), p. 18; Ezra Stiles Gannett, Relation of the North to
Slavery. A Discourse Preached in the Vederal Street Meetinghounse, in Boston, on
Swnday, june 11, 1854 (Boston: Crosby, Nichols and Co., 1854), p. 14, This sermon
also appeared under the title, “Southern Slavery,” in Cfag, VIll:44 [1e., 45] (1z
August 1854), 1.

24 Qrville Dewey to Fenry W. Bellows, 15 June 1856 (MHi),

23 Henry W. Bellows to Orville Dewey, Walpole, 9 July 1856 (MHi); Bellows,
“The Pro-Slavery Testimony of the Northern Conscicnce Cross-Questioned. A Lec-
rare in the New-York Anti-Slavery Course of 1854-5, Given at the Tabernacle,
January 2, 1853,” Clng, 1X:15 {13 January 1855), 1-2.
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slaves” in the South “were contented with their condition, and would
not accept their Jiberty if offered to them,” Add to this his statcment
that the slave “often bugs his own chains” and the evidence points
to an absorption by Bellows of a degree of sql_ltl'l?;l'n pro-slavery propa-
ganda,*® |

The racial actitudes of Dewey, Bellows, and other. conservatives help
to explain cheir apparently greater sympsthy for the southcrn White
than for the southern Black. Deswey accepted thz concept of Black
inferiority, and belicved it precluded immediate. emancipation. Bel-
lows believed slavery irredeemably reduced many of its victims to the
lowest level of humanity. Blacks two generations from slavery he felt
could be educated® Gannete said life in slavery “disqualificd the
greater portion of the slaves for taking care of themselves” in a life
in freedom. The degraded and depraved existence of Black slaves
seemed to occupy Dewey's imagination and he conjured up a frightful
Armageddon where a Black humanity of thirty millions clashed with
White men in a servile war. He asked anxiously, “Whart in heaven’s
name arc we to do with them?” * -

Bellows did not share Dewey's fears. America was opening up vast
areas to White immigrants and the Black population would soon be-
come a “far less scrious problem” than at present. He saw no insur-
mountable difhculties accompanying emancipation:

The calls for domestic service, in 2 country developing so rapidly independence
and equality among the white race, would, perhaps safely and beneficently,
absorb the blacks, even if they sustained to the whites the ratio of ten millions
to a hundred millions, should a peaceful emancipation be allowed them. This

26 Henry W, Bellows, “Letter to Thomas Wentworth Higginson, New York, 6
Januvary 18¢7” [title supplied], Cing, XI:x7 (27 Janvaty 18s7), 1-2; [Bellows],
“Dr. Dewey on the Fugidve Slave Bill,” Clrg, V:17 (1 February 18 51), 2; Bellows,
“Pro-Slavery Testimony” (note 25 above); Dewey (note 21 abiove), p. 34-

27 Orville Dewey, On Patriotistr, The Condition, Prospects, and Duties of the
Anierican Peaple, A Sermion Delivered on Fast Day at Church Green, Boston (Bos-
ton: Ticknor and Fields, 1859}, p. 22,

28 Flenry W, Bellows to Mrs. Schuyler, n.p., 30 January 1854 (MHi).

20 Gannett, Relation (note 23 above), p, 12; “Dr. Dewey's Address,” Cing.,
X1:2 (11 October 1856), 1. The same address was also published as “The Great Paolit-
ical Question of the Day,” Christian Register, XXXV:46 (15 Novemher 1856), 1.
Cf. also Dewey (note 21t above), p. 33. A sontherner differed with Dewey’s fear of
the increase in America’s Black population, The South, he said, wanted the Negroes
to “increase and multiply.” See [William John Grayson}, Reply to Dr. Dewey's
Address Delivered at Elnr Tree, Shefficlid, Mass. with Extracts from the Same
{Charleston, 1856}, p 15,
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From Treason to Antislavery Patriotisnt 473

is at least one method of disposing of them, favored by their fitnesses, and the
tendencics of Northern civilization.3?

Dewey advocated colonization as the solution to the “Negro problem,”
and “a country beyond the Rocky Mountains,” as a colony.” Other
conservatives supported colonization. Ephraim Peabody wrote a de-
tailed and lengthy study on colonization for the North American Re-
vieaw in 1851, and Samucl A. Eliot discussed it as a “peaceful treatment
of slavery™ in the Christian Examiner in 1856.%

Peabody’s cssay, which also appeared in pamphlet form, brought
him painful notoriety, The abolitionists judged his work as a kind of

- ceelesiastical imprimatur of the colonizationist proposals by Daniel
Woebstcr, and they fired a fusillade of abuse at Peabody. Theadore
Parker, who in his private journal Jampooned him as the “solcmn jest-
er, the fool of the nineteenth century for the rich man,” now publicly
called him the “Cur of King’s Chapel and the Papacy of a Cur.” *

Some of Peabody’s information on colonization probably came from
FFather Henson, who was a {requent visitor to lus home and a communi-
cant at his church. He had drawn up a formal statement for Henson's
colony in Canada.®** However, in his cssay Peabody did not propose
to scttle Blacks in Canada, or as Dewey suggested, “beyond the moun-
tains.” Unscttled arcas were more easily tamed by Anglo-Saxons. In-
stead he proposed the British West Indies and Liberia — both already
scttled and settled by Blacks. Inevitably emancipation would come.
Therc certainly would be amalgamation and the creation of a third
and inferior racc. There possibly would be a “war of races.” Coloni-
zation was the answer to these problems, a scheme more attractive and
passible now in view of the tremendous influx of European immigrants
to American shores. The lessons learned from the great immigration of

20 Bellows, “Letter” (note 26 gbove, 15t item},

31 “Speech of Rev. Dr. Dewcey at the Great Union Mecting in Pitesfield, Dec.
2qth 1850,” Clng, Vi1s (18 January 1851), 1-2.

32 Ephraim Peabody, Slavery in the United States: Its Buils, Alleviations, and
Remedies [Reprinted from the North Awierican Review, October 185:] (Boston:
Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1851); Samuel A. Eliot, “Peaceful Treatment of
Slavery,” Christian Exmminer, LXI (Scptember 1856), 211-221.

3% fRobert S, Peabody and F. G. Peabodyl, 4 New Ewglmd Rowmance, The
Story of Epbraim and Mary Jane Peabody Told by Their Sens (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Co., 1920), pp. 123-126; [ Theodore Parker], “Extracts from his Journals,” A
transcription in the Franklin B. Sanborn Papers (MH); Parker to Charles Sumner,

Boston, 21 February 1852, Charles Sumner Papers (ME).
$4 Peabody and Peabody (note 33 abave), p. 129.
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Whites to America could casily be applied to a great emigration of
Blacks from America.®

- Colonization was so “desirable,” he declared, that if those Blacks
“now {rce, or hercafter to be made free, should, as the condition under
which liberty was to be enjoyed, be required not to leave the country, it
would be deemed, by the best friends of the colored race, a wrong and
an inpury second only to absolute bondage.” The degraded condition
of the Negro in the South and the North differcd only in degree. Even
Negroes with intelligence could never achicve true emancipation. “The
black man,” Peabody taught, “withers under the shadow of the white.
It proceeds in part . . . from somc undefined difference of race. . . .
In Africa, surrounded by thosc of his own color . . . he becomes
really emancipated.” *

Sensitive to the accusations that colonization schemes were “on-
righteous and cruel,” Peabody defended them as humane proposals
and condemned the objections of the abolitonists. They were as “little
ready as any” to advocate the alternative to colonization — amalga-
mation. ““The most zealous abolitionists,” he declared,

would hesitate Jong before encouraging intermarriage between their children

and those of che blacks. . . . We do not believe thae amalgamation is desirable
for cither race. We believe that the difTerences of races which Providence
cstablished, it is well to maintain. . . . In defending coelonization, we arc not
excusing prejudice or injustice. We simply recognize facts which we have not
power ta change, and which, if ever removed, are more likely than in any other
way, to be so, by its being shown on the part of the blacks, that they are ca-

pable of supporting a civilized government of their own. 3

The “abolition eloguential and rhetorical twaddle” disgusted the
conservatives. The epithets flung at them by the abelitionists were a
heavy cross to bear. Theodore Parker and Wendell Phillips were
specialists n vulgarity. Parker’s snide remark on Peabody was in fact
a variation of a theme by Phillips. The conservative Unitarians who
fought reform, sneered the Calvinist Phillips, were “lictle worms that
run about on the surface of corruption call[ing] themsclves the children
of Channing.” Dewey, who so often bore the brunt of the abolition-
ist attack, argued that he was against the “arregance of reform,” not
reform itself. Reform should be calm and gradual; abolitionist agita-

%5 Peabody (note 32 above), pp. 16-18, 23,
8 1bid., pp. 21-22, :
5T 1bid., pp. 22-23.
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tion only alienated the public “in large and mfluential quarters.”
Samuel A. Lliot calied the abolitionists “brawling, noisy fellows,”
whose activity delayed emancipation. “Great as are the moral and
political wrongs and evils of slavery,” declared Eliot, “they are prob-
ably not so great as those of anti-slavery agitation.” ** Bellows also
trounced the abolitionists, criticizing their tactics and haranpgues.”

The conservatives were also skilled in the language of contempt.
Bellows called the abolitionists a “sordid, sclf-sccking and sclf-indulgent
party,” and criticized their “rherorical excess,” “personal abuse,” and
“svant of candor and carcfulness.” * They were superficial in their
discussion of slavery in contrast to himsclf: “1 am somewhat deeper
than lecturers on this topic in general.” He characrerized a lecture on
slavery that he gave mn 1854 as having “breadth, candor, courage,
sugpestiveness ' as well as “bidden wisdom.” He was pleased when two
southern women who owned four or five hundred slaves praised it."
Bellows desired to pilot a safe and slow ship to reform. More zealous
friends tried to get him involved, tried to get him to speak at meetings
of antislavery societies, but he refused.”* He refused Oliver Johnson's
vitation, n 1855, to speak at the American Antislavery Society’s
annual meeting in New York. Becanse he regarded their opinions as
“Intemperate,” and mindful that others regarded them as “blasphemous
and treasonable,” he prudently forebore to share their podium. They
were prophets, but he was a pastor, obliged to follow the “rule of com-
mon sense and sober discretion.” He did “not belong in their ranks.” *
These were his opinions in an open letter. A few years later, in a pri-
vate letter, he displayed a harsher, more emotional censurc of the aboli-
tionists;

38 Hale (note 11 above), 1, 137. Parker at first rebuked Phillips for calling Pea-
body “the Spaniel of King's Chapel,” but later told him to call him what he would,
See Theodore Parker to Charles Sumner, 21 February 1852, Sumner Papers (MH);
Phillips quoted by Irving [, Bartlett, Wendell Phillips (Boston; Beacon Press, 1961),
p- 2243 Dewey (note 2 above), pp. 12-14; Samuel A, Eliot, “The State of the Coun-
try,” Boston Courier, 21 July 1854.

¢ [Henry 'W. Bellows], “The Union Mecetings,” Clng, V:ty (18 January
1851), 2.

40 fhid.; Bellows, “Pro-Slavery Tesnmony,” (note z5 above).

1 Henry W. Bellows to Cyrus A. Bartol, New York, 4 January 1855; Bellows to
John Bellows, New York, 11 January 1855; Bellows to [Orville Dewey?], New
York, 17 January 185 (MHi).

42 William Henry Furness to Henrcy W. Bellows, np., 19 April 1850, Furness ta
Bellows, n.p., 1 May 1830 (MHi).

43 Henry W. Bellows, “Letter,” Clug, 1X:33 (19 May 1855), 2
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The abolitionists are sublime savages; Garrison and Phillips and the rest, the

old Pequods of Massachusetts in plain clothes and chalked skins. T admire their
fine limbs and wild grace, but if they have any legitimate office, it is what
Alaric and the Goths had for Roman degeneracy, to destroy everything and
build nothing.**

As a pastor Bellows tried to inculeate i his congregation a concern
for the preservation of the Union rather than sympathy for abolition-
ism. He served an important role in securing support for the Union.
Scveral of his wealthy members reaped great profits in trade with
the South.* For Bellows and his fellow conservatives the Union was
“too rare, too promising, too glorious a spectacle” to be jcopardized.™
“I have clung to [the Union],” said Gannett, “as the guide and hope
of the oppressed nations of the world.” He had lost {riends and had
been attacked because he mamntained that the Union should be pre-
served “‘at almost any cost.” ** ,

In their worship of the Union, the conservatives extolled a decep
commitment to patriotism. America was the “most virtuous nation in
history,” declared Bellows. The nation could only avert destruction,
said Dewey, by having a “great patriotic conservatism” come to the
rescue.”® He called for a special drive to teach 1ip the schools the scnsc
of “patriotic obligation” and the “dutics of citizenship.” *°

D. Defensive and Aggressive Patriotism

When the compromise measures of 1850 were passed, conservatives
adopted what might be called a “defensive patriotic™ posture. At first
they penerally upheld the execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, and
with difficutty defended their patriotic stance against aboelitionist at-
tacks. Many apgreed with Webster that the refusal by the abalitionists
to obey the Law was treason. But with the rendition of Sims and
Burns and with the violence 1 Kansas and in Washingron in 1856,
scveral conservatives adopted an “agpressive patriotic” posture; it be-
gan with their voting for Frémont in 1856, continued in their spirited

1 Henry W. Bellows to [W. Gibbons], Walpole, 29 August 1859 [draft of
letter] (MEi).

4 Lion {notc 18 above}, p. 54.

42 Bellows, “‘Letter” (note 26 above, 15t item).

47 Gannett, Relation (note 23 above), pp. 19-20.

48 Henry W. Bellows to [LCliza Bellows], Cincinnati, 21 May 18s4; Ozville
Dewey to Bellows, Shefficld, 15 Junc 1856 (MHi).

4 Dewey {note 27 above}, p. 27
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defense of the Union against southern sabre-ratling, and ended in
their support of Lincoln and his eflorts to save the Union. They had
moved fram labelling aboelitionist activity as treason to a point where
they themsclyes became antislavery patriots.

Daniel Webster's vigorous support of the IFugitive Slave Law un-
doubtedly inspircd conservatives also to defend the Law. They gave
Webster a general accolade for his Seventh of March speech, and they
admircd few statesmen as much as him. Because Webster decreed that
the Fugitive Slave Law should be obeyed, a young conscrvative like
Edward Fvercie Hale went against his own misgivings and acquicsced
in Webster’s view.”

When abolitionists proclaimed the superiority of conscience over
the Consritution and the Fugitive Slave Law, Unitarian conservatives
denounced them. Orville Dewey relied heavily on the arguments that
the cxceution of the J.aw was the only means to preserve the Union.
At the “Great Union Meeting” in Pittsficld, Massachusetts, on 27
Dccember 1850, he declared thac there was an “absolure necessity”
{or a fugitive slave bill. If the slaves could obtain freedom through
flight to the North,

in five years the slave population would be upon us ew rasse — in five years
there would be such intcimceine hostilities and bitterness among us, as \was
never before seen or imagined — in five years there would be an end to the
Government and the Nation.

He was certain of this. Because the Law prevented possible bloodshed
and preserved the Unien, it was not “so terrible an evil — not so
revolting to humanity — not so irremediable.” He pitied the poor
fugitives, and suggested that moncy could be raised to buy them. But
failing this the fugitives should be rerurned to prevent the “dismember-
ment and destroction” of the nation. Then Dewey uttered a remark
that he was soon to regret; “I would consent that my own brother, my
own son should go [into slaveryl; ten times rather would 1 go mysclf,
than that this Union should be sacrificed for me or for us.” ™

A debate ensued whether Dewey had said “my own mother” rather

50 Samuel K. Lothrop, “T'he Divine Presence a Support to Human Frailty”: A
Sermon Preached in the Brattle Square Church, on the Sunday Succeeding the Death
of Hen. Daniel Webster (Baston: Eastburn’s Press, 1852), pp. 12-13; Ephraim
Peabody, “Extract from a Sermon on the Death of Daniel Webster,” Afoxnthly
Religious Magazine, IX (December 1852), 535, 537; Hale (note 11 2bove), I, 125,
246—247.

81 Dewey (note 31 above),
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than “my own brother.” The abolitionists encouraged the accusation
that he had said “mother,” and sprcad the word that Dewey was wiiling
“to scll his own mother into slavery” in order to save the Union. Gar-
risonian Samucl May, ]Jr., labelled him a “monster.” On scveral oc-
casions Dewey tricd to refute his accusers and offercd as cvidence his
manuscript and the printed text of his speech. Whether he had said
“mother” — and it Is likely he had not — did not really matter. The
abolitionists got as much propaganda mileagre from misquotation as
from the real thing.*

What Dewey actually did say on other occasions regarding fugitive
slaves, very easily lent itsclf to criticisms and caricature. If a fugirive
came to him, professed his divine right to be free, and asked for help,
Dewey said he would reply:

your right to be free is not absolute, unqualified, irrespective of all conse-
quences. If my espousal of your claim is likely to involve your race and mine
together in disasters infinitely greater than your personal servitude, then you
ought not to be free, In such case, personal rights cught to be sacrificed to the
general good. You yourself ought to see this, and to be willing to suffer for #

while — one for many. If [ were in your situation I should take this ground
o3

Elscwhere he remarked that if a fugitive were caught at his door his
“tears would start and [his} blood would boeil with indignation and
pity at the sight.” * But he would not try to stop the fugitive’s re-
enslavement.

The image of a paralyzed sobbing minister telling a fugitive it was

2 Conrad Wright, “The Minister as Reformer: Profiles of Unitarian Ministers
in the Antislavery Reform,” The Liberal Christians: Essays on American Unitarian
History (Boston: Beacon Press, 1970}, p. 77; Samuel May, Jr., to Mary Carpenter,
Boston, 4 February 1851, May Papers (MB); Dewey (note 21 above), p. 32; “Dr
Dewey on Progress and Reform,” Clng, VI:zt (28 Fcbruary 1852), 1—2; “Rev, Dr.
Dewey and the Slavery Question,” Christian Register, XXXIII:48 (z December
1854), 2; Henvy Fowler, The American Pulpit: Sketches, Biographical and Descrip-
tive, of Living American Preachers (New York: J. M. Fairchild and Co., 1856), pp-
296-281, Sce also Theodore Parker, “Speech at the Ministerial Conference in Bos-
ton, May 29, 1851,” The Collected Works of Theodore Parker, Frances Power
Cobbe, ed., V (London: Trucbner and Co., 1863), 167; “The Boston Kidnapping.
A Discourse to Commermarate the Rendition of Thomas Sims . . . " ibid., V, 205,
210, 213; “The New Crime Against Flumanity, A Sermon Preached . . . June 4,
1854,” thid., VI, 6s.

@3 “Letter from Rev. Dr. Dewey,” Clig, Vi21 (29 February [sic, for 1 March]
1851), 2.

itDewey (note z1 above), p. 26.
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his duty to be a slave was disgusting even to Dewey’s intimate friend,
Bellows. “I don’t like your tinud, calculating, balancing consideration
of this Fugitive Slave bill, a bit,” he wrote. It was clearer as “sunlight
is to starfight” what a person had to do. One'’s first duty was to keep
his own ‘“‘conscience whole” and not the “Union whole.” If ap-
proached by a fugitive, he would simply exercise the Golden Rule,
and help him.” When President Fillmore appointed Dewey a naval
chaplain, Bellows pleaded with him not to accept it. The “whole
pack” of abolitionists “will howl” that it was a reward for “services
rendered the Union,” and “disgusting and wicked as the imputation
would be,” declared Bellows, “1 confess that the bare possibility of
any such suspicions, makes [me] shake in my shoes . . 7 ®°

Bellows had taken a stand independent from the conservatives on
the Fugitive Slave Law. In 1850 he had announced to his congrega-
tion that he wounld give a lecture on American slavery., A delegation
of trustees from his church urged him to change his plans, but he
went ahead. Happily no uproar resulted.” However, he did not
cscape unscathed when he published an anti-Webster cditorial in the
Christian Inguirer, whose cditor he had been since its birth in 1847.
He expressed disappointment over the low moral level in the Seventh
of March speech of the “great statcsman.” The speech did little to
solve the problem of slavery in America, but paid sole atrention to
keeping the country quiet, Two days after the appcarance of the
cditorial the Inguirer’s trustees demanded Bellows’ resignation and
got it. News of the “Bellows affair” did not spread. In a farcwell
editorial, Bellows ignored the intriguc behind his resignation; the
“sole reason” for his departure was that other duties were pressing
and needed greater attention. The martyr’s robe ill-fitted him.*

5 Henry W. Bellows to Orville Dewey, New York, § February 1851 (MHi);
“Dr. Dewey on the Fugitive Slave Bill,” Clng, V:17 (1 February 1851), 2.

% Orville Dewey, Autobiography and Letters of Orville Dewey, D.D., ed. Mary
E. Dewey (Boston: Roberts Bros,, 1883), pp. 108-109;, Henry W. Bellows to Dewcy,
New York, 24 Februany 18513 Bellows to Dewey, New York, 10 March 1851 (MHBi).

§7 Lion (note 18 above), p. 21,

%8 Henry W. Bellows, "“Mr. Webster's Speech,” Clag, IV:23 (16 March 1850),
2; Bellows to Cyrus A. Bartol, New York, 25 March 1850, John W. Cory ta Messrs.
Thomas and Grinnell, n.p., 18 March 1850; William C, Russel, Ray Baynton, and
Benjamin T, Scavers to Bellows, New York, 9 May 1850 (MHi), Bartol, Bcllows,
“T'a Qur Readers,” Clng, IV:38 (29 June 1850), z. Cf. alsu Bellows to Bartol, New
York, o March 1850 (MHi). Bellows later defended Webster against abolitionist
censures. Sce Bellows to James Ireeman Clarke, New York, 8 October 189 (MHi).
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In 1850 the discussion of what one would do if a fugitive came to
onc’s door could be carried on as an abstract and hypothetical question
of ethics. But the Sims Case of 1851 raised the question to the level
of frightening reality. The drama sorrounding the rendition of
Anthony Burns forced many conscrvatives to reconsider their previous
positions. Ephraim Peabody offered a “very impressive prayer” for
Burns in answer to the fugilive’s request to the Boston clergy to pray
for him. Gannett broke down in tears when he heard that the slave-
catchers had succeeded in their rask.” Bellows, in writing ta a friend
in Paris, reported on the great cxcitement of the rendition of Burns:

The most steady and conservative minds felt it to the quick. So fearful a
moment has never been known in Boston, since its involvement [with] Hritish
troops, It has made the closest mouth open their lips in protest. Dr. Gannett
preached a forenight after (to get cool) a sermon taking a distinct ground of
Disunion, rather than slave-carching with our help on New England soil! and
the people echoced the doctrine.

To Bellows the upheaval over Burns was “tardy and excessive,” A
continual interest in the fugitive slaves” predicament would have been
far morc cffecctive. He obscrved that the antislavery fecling was be-
coming general among the American people. The public uprear was
taking “some wind out of the abolitionist sails.” Bellows experienced
a feeling of isolation in all of this: “I find myself quitc a conscryative
m the midst of the radicalism of the new abolitionists,” *

Samuel A. Lliot both contributed fifey dollars towards the puechase
of Burns’s freedom and condcmned abolitionist threats to thware the
law. They were traitors whether they met “a traitor's reward or
not.” * Buc far other conservatives the Burns incident had caused a
transformation of their opinion.

This transtormation was easily seen in the sermon by Gannett that
Bellows had mentioned. To Gannett, love of the Union had been
supreme. But he now felt that the preservation of the Union might
be costing America too much. Although he wanted to avoid conflict

5#*“T'he Boston Pulpit an the T'ugitive Case,” newspaper clipping; Theodore
Parker, “The Kidnapping of Anthony Burns,” [scrapbook], Parker Papers (MB).
John Hopkins Morison, “Ezra Stiles Gannett,” UR, IIf {1875), s503; William C.
Gannett, Ezrg Stiles Gannett, Unitarian Minister in RBosten, 1824-187: (Boston:
Roberts Brothers, 1875), p. 280.

% Henry W. Bellows to Cyrus A. Bartol, New York, 28 June 1854 (MHi).

61 Harold Schwartz, “Fugitive Slave Days in Boston,” New Euglond Quarterly,
XXVil (June 1954), 207; Eliot (note 38 above).
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with the Jaws of the country, he advocated a passive resistance to the
Fugitive Slave Law. Men were to suffer, not fight for the sake of
thelr conscicnccs:

Violence in the support of truths dear to us, or disorderly resistance to offensive
legistacion, s as unsvisc as it is improper, and as unchustian as it is Injurious.
Painful as may be the struggle, we must not disturb the public peace for the
sake of redressing a private wrong.

He proposed four ways to opposc slavery. Firstly, the North should
grant no further support to slavery. The South should be prohibited
ANy new compromises or concesstons. Sccondly, steps should be taken
to repeal the Fugitive Slave Law, and the provisions of laws “which
offend our moral convictions.” These steps included petitions. to
Congress and, especially, the election of candidates who would modify
or repeal “obmnoxious statutes.,” Thirdly, all extension of slave ter-
ritory should be opposed. Fourthly, the North should proceed “to
rescuc our own soil from being trampled by those [who atrempt] to
reclaim their fugitive servants . . . Unfortunately, this might re-
quire the peaceful division of Amecrica, but Gannett was prepared to
accept it.*

Gannett’s recommendation of political activity to oppose slavery
was for him only a short flirtation with politics. As the 1850s became
bloodier and the political problems of the nation more insoluble, he
returned to his religion and piety for solace and direction. Prayer, he
said, was the only answer for such evil times. He lamented the “per-
sonal recrimination” of Sumner’s oratory in the Senate, but could
not cxcuse the cowardly vengeance that nearly took the Senator’s
life. e warned the “persecuted citizens of Kansas” that although
“self-defence” was the “law of nature,” any “retaliation” was a “breach
of the gospel.” Truly, the times called for “lowly and importunate
prayer.” ©

Because of the Unirarian mission church in Lawrence, the de-
nomination watched the events in Kansas with special interest. The
reports of murder and pillage from the Unitarian minister in Lawrence
excited the imagination and enthusiasm of eastcrn Unitarians.® The

62 Gannett, Relation (note 23 above), pp. 15-21, 23.

€8 Martha Perry Lowe, Menoir of Charles Lowe (Boston: Cupples, Upham, and
Co., 1884}, p. 229; Gannett (notc 19 above), pp. 9, 19-z0.

¢t Charles Richard Denton, “The Unirtarian Church and ‘Kanzas Territary,’
1854-1861," Kansas Historical Quarterly, XXX:3 (Autumn 1964), 307-309, 461462,
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conscrvatives madc a variety of proposals to alleviate the general
suffering of Kansas. Gannett had suggested prayer as a means to help
quell the conflict and bring the land safely to frcedom. Edward
Everett Hale proposed another way.

Like so many other Unitarian leaders he had bcen impressed by
Mrs. Child’s Az Appeal for that Class of Americans Called Africans —
but wegatively. He was only a vouth when he saw the book for salc
in a Boston boolstorc. Idc was indignant, he recalled seventy years
later, “that a negro should be called an American at all.” On the “prin-
ciple of penance,” he gave small change to Black people he met on the
streets.” But his guilc feelings did not drive him to join the anuslav-
ery movement.® Still, he was not above using antislavery rhetoric,
In order “to save Kansas from slavery,” he drummed up support for
an Emigrant Aid Company to expedite New England emigration to
Kansas.

“Tt is fair to say,” Hale remarked of the several thousand men his
company sent to Kansas, “that every man . . . went for the purpose
of making Kansas a free State . . . No man went with the primary
purpose of enriching himself or his family.” ¥ While there is a slight
possibility that the ambitions of nincteenth-century men differed from
those of our own age, it should be pointed out that freedom zlone was
not the only goal of New England settlers bound for Kansas. 1f the
letterhead of the company bespoke the truth, they swere also sceking
“FEducation,” “Temperance,” and “Religion” in Kansas, that is New
Lngland freedom, education, temperance, and religion. For Hale held
the view, probably m agreement with his associates, that the best way
to overcome the South’s intrusion into Kansas, in fact the best way to
overcome the South, was to s\wamp its people and culture either with
New Englanders, or with White immigrauts taught by New England-
ers. - This had been Hale’s solution to the preblem of Texas m 1845,
but he had reccived no support. Now it was his solution for Kansas in
1854, and he had solid support. The Emigrant Aid Company spent
over $130,000 and had among its supporters the wealthy manufacturer,

85 Edward Everett Hale, Mewmzories of a Hundred Years, 11 {INew York: Mac-
millan Co., 190z), 118-1710,

0% Hale (note 11 above), I, 124.

87 Quoted in 5bid., I, 249-250.
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Amos A. Lawrence, and the millionaire merchant, John Carter
Brown.*”

Dewey had little sympathy for the emigration policies of his fellow
New Englanders. He thought the South would not submit to a north-
crn veto on slaves in Kansas, and he was anxious that the Nosch should
not press the issuc. Yet Dewey was horrificd at the South’s policy of
extending slavery: “I say, — no — never ~— (God forbid!” In objecting
to the extension of slavery, he was not influenced by the excitement of
Kansas and the Sumner affair. In spite of these events he would still

be against the “extension of the slave-system’ as a “swrong to human-
g } g
g 1t a8

ity
Conservatives began to see that the South’s insistence upon the exten-

sion of slavery and the rendition of fugitives was more disruptive to law
and order than the “treasonous activities” of the abolitionists. Dewey’s
sympathy for the South waned as soon as it advocated the extension
of slavery. With similar displeasure, Gannect rebuked the South for
rigidly insisting upon the rendition of fugitives. If the South would
let the Fugitive Slave Law remain “comparatively inoperative,” he
preached, the North “would acquiesce in the legal validity of a claim
seldom enforced.” ™ But the South would not. Conservatives looked
elsewhere for peace and order. Perhaps these goals, they thought,
would be achieved through the clection of John Charles Frémont as
president of the United States.

88 Sarmuel A. Johnson, T'he Battle Cry of Freedom: The New England Emigrant
Aid Company in the Kansas Crusade (Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1954),
p- 114; Jean Holloway, “Edward Everctt Hale on ‘How to Conquer Texas,'” Uni-
wversity of Texas Studies in English, XXXI (1952), 68-85; Ldward Everett Hale,
“Letter Written by Edward Lverest Hale, [2: November 845, Camibridge 1iis-
torical Society Proceedings, IN (1909), 92; Hale, “The Scriptural and Politica)
Remedy for the North in the Present Crisis on Slavery,” Christian Register, XXXI1V:
36 (8 September 1Bgs}), 1. This essay was also published as a leaflet vader the title,
The Gospel of Freedom Extended by the Organization of Farigration. An Essay
on the Seriptural and Political Remedy for the North in the Present Crisis on Slavery
(n.p., [18557]); Holloway {nate r2 above), pp. 106-107; Heale {note 11 above), I,
249. Cf, also Hale, Kanzas and Nebraska: The History, Geagrapbical and Physical
Characteristics, and Political Position of These Territories; and Account of the
Emigrant Aid Conipanics, and Directions to Emigrants (Boston: Phillips, Sampson,
& Ca., 1854).

¢ William G. Eliot, “[Diary] Notehook #4,” pp. 96, 98 {William Greenleaf
Eliot Collection, Olin Library, Washington University); Orville Dewey to Henry
W. Bellows, Sheffield, 13 July 1856 (MHi); “Dr. Dewey’s Address,” Clng, XI:2 {11
October 1856), 1.

70 Gannett, Refation (note 23 above), pp. 17-19.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXV, Number 4
(October 1977)



486 Harvard Library Bulletin

In 1856 the conscrvarives’ journal, The Monthly Religions Maga-
zine, favorably reviewed the campaign biography of Frémont written
by a former Unitarian minister, Charles Wentworth Upham, Tt called
the Republican candidate “a Presidential leader in the cause of free-
dom, erder, and peace.” ™ A candidate for order, peace, and freedom
was an ideal candidate for conservatives. What better platform was
available than onc which stabilized their community, ended the ram-
pant violence, and limited slavery to the South? Not only political
abolirionists supported Frémont, exasperated conservatives did as well,
and they had excellent leadership in Henry W, Bellows,

At his summer home in Walpole, New Hampshire, Bellows helped
form a2 Frémont Club on 2 August 1856. He presented the principal
resolutions at its first meeting, condemning American slavery’s past
“astounding triumphs” and present threats to rcopen the slave trade,
to annex Cubaz, Central America, and Mexico, and, worst of all, to es-
tablish “Slavery m the States now free.” He also numbered the politicat
successes of the South: It had packed the Supreme Court, held the bal-
ance of power in the Senatc, furnished three-fourths of all the Presi-
dents (and their presidential appointments) since Washington, sup-
plied two-thirds of the Army and Navy officers, and had constructed
a “Cabinet half of northern men, with a New-Hampshire President
[Franklin Pierce] ar its head, which could not be more slaveholding
in its policy and measures if it were the Executive of South Carolina.”
Bellows’ Club pledged to embark upon a campaign for Frémont as if
upon a second American Revolution, “with a sacred conviction that
the Republican Party represcnts at this moment the eternal interests
of the Constitution and of Civil Liberty; of America and of Humanity;
of Man and of God.” Bellows wrote to political abolitionist James
Freeman Clarke, T heartily join you in your efforts to help on Freé-
mont’s election.” ™

Bellows revealed the depth of his commitment to the election of
Frémont in a remarkable sermon on the Sunday before the clection.
In the sermon, entitled, “The Apostle’s Election; Or, How shall I
Vate in the Present Crisis?” he inculeated the religiousness of democ-

71 Quoted by Denton (note 64 above), p. 472.

"2 Jienry W. Bellows, “Resolutions of the Walpale (N.H.) Frémont Club,”
Clng, X:46 (16 August 1856), 3; Bellows to James Freeman Clarke, Walpole, 2
Scptember 1856 (MHi).
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racy and the religious democratic imperative of voting for the Republi-
can party. A vote, he preached,

If deposited with a thoughtful deference to the instructions of duty, with a
deliberate calculation of moral and spiritual results, with a conscientious faich
that the permanent interests of humanity, Christ’s Kingdom and God’s law are
to he promoted —a vote is a prayer, a sacred appeal to God's arbitration, a
complete fulfillment of the duty of a Christian citizen so far as regards the elec-
tion of rulers.

Alchough all men professed to be governed by patriotism — “which
is itself a rcligious duty” — and could vote dutifully and prayerfully,
they could in the end vote for differcnt and opposing parties. There-
fore, the voter should view the issucs of the presidential election of
1856 in light of his own conscience and the revelation of God'’s will,
One way to determine the will of God was to heed the “voice of the
Church,” which in spite of “all its jealous sects and denominations”
had decided against the extension of slavery. “It is seldom,” he re-
marked, “that the clergy of a country — conservative and reserved on
party questions by their very studics, and their position as-the heads of
mixed congregations — take decisive public ground upon a political
issue.” Because they had on the issue of the extension of slavery, lay-
men should seriously consider this as a revelation of the will of God.

Bellows also admitted “reluctantly and cautiously” that the con-
tainment of slavery was more important than the preservation of the
Union: “the Union is great, precious, sacred! hut — ves! we must say
it! — humanity, duty, honor, religion — it sticks in the throat to speak
it— are greater than the Union.” In order to obey God’s will and his
own conscientious belief that the extension of slavery was worse than
disunion, he fclt compelled to vote for the Republican party. He ex-
crted no coercion on his congregation to follow him. Instead he told
them,

If ; any of you conscientiously consider Slavery no wrong, no misfortune, and
no sin; if yvou have by physrologlcal argumecnt, or practical observation, hroughl;
yO urselves to think the negro’s natural and previdential position to be that of a
slave; if you find warrant in Scripture or ethics for his perpetual bondage; if
you can countenance the inseparable evils of concubinage, the violent scpara-
tion of houscholds, and the cruclties of irrcsponsible power, which belong to
the systein — then you may conteniplate the extension of the peculiar institu-
tion withaut scruple, and stop the feaks in the Union with new bales of cotton
watered by the negro’s blood and sweat,
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And then it would follow that they should also vote for the Democratic
party.” |

Letters of congratulation were sent to Bellows which praised his
sermon: It was the “very idesl of a Christian political discourse.” Other
conservatives read God’s will and their conscience in a similar fashion.
Hale hoped for Frémont’s election, and a dying IEphraim Peabody de-
manded to be carried to the polls where he could “drop a vote for
Freedom.” ™

Most of the conscrvatives continued to support the Republican
party in the presidential election of 1860 and voted for Abraham Lin-
coln to stop the extension of slavery. Samuel A. Eliot, however,
headed the Massachusetts State Committee of the Constitutional Union
party of John Bell and Edward Everett, which was pledged to “the
Constitution of the Country, the Union of the States, and the Enforce-
ment of the Laws.”” Americans wanted, he told Bell supporters in Bos-
ton, a “more perfect union” and “domestic tranquillity.” The Con-
stitutional Union platform was union, order, and peace, but not free-
dom. The Republican party platform was union, order, peace, free
soil, but not freedom for southern Negro slaves. What to do with the
Negro slaves remained a question. In an essay “The Position of the
Black Race,” published in September 1860 and written probably by
Samuel A. Eliot, the anthor had an answer: “Wait for the development
of the Divine Plan.” ‘The wait would not be long.™

8 Henry W, Bellows, “The Apostle's Election; Or, How shall I Vote in the
Present Crisis? Learned from their Example. A Discourse in All Seuls® Church, on
Sunday, November 2, 1856, Cfng, Xi:7 {15 November 1856), 1-2.

™ William Silsbee to Henry W. Bellows, Hillside, B November 1856; George
W, Hosmer to Bellows, Buffalo, 10 November 1856 (MHi). John Weiss, 4 Discourse
Qccasioned by the Death of Rev. Epbrain; Peabody, D.D., Pastor of King’'s Chapel,
Boston: Preached Before the First Congregational Society, New Bedford, December
7. 1856 (New Bedford: Mercury Job Press, 1856), p. 23.

76 Thornton Kirkland Lothrop, Sowe Reminiscences of the Life of Samuel Kirk-
land Lothrop, ed. by his son {Cambridge: John Wilson and Son, 1888), p. 172
Heralds (note ¢ above), iII, 311y “National Union Ticket,” Boston Daily Courier,
2 June 1860; [Samuel A. Eliot?], “Paosition of the Black Race,” newspaper clipping,
24 Scptember 1860, “[Eliot] Scrapbook, 1837-1860" (MH-Archives).
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