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The Center for Hellenic Studies 
and its Library 
Bernard A1. lf7• l(11ox 

T,vo inscriptions, dhplayed on the inside ,vall of the Ccntcr~s main building, 
commetnnratc the genesis of the Center for Hellenic 8tudjc.s_ One of the1n, 
,vh.ich records the gift of the land t ru n:s as foil ov;,,rs: 

The land upon ,vhich 
the center stan <ls 

,vas dcv jsc a to th C 

Old Dominion Found:nion 
by 

i\-1 a.ric :B ca le 
In lvlemory of 

vVa.lkcr Blaine Ilcalc 
I-Iarva rd College Et. Cfass of 1 9 1 8 

kilJcd in action * St.1\Hhicl, France 
1 8 * Sept * 191 8 

The other records the establishment of the Center and its official opening: 
The Center 

for 
H el I enic Studies 
,vns esta blis hcd 

:ind endo,ved in 1961 
by a grant from the 

Old Don1inion Foundation 
to 

The Trustees for 
Harvard University 
and ,vas dedicated 
14 ~1ay • 1963 

~-nE land on ,vhich the Center stands, the gift of i\faric 
Ilea le r is -a r oug hi y tri an gn Iar are a, rising high ab ov-e lVlas-
sac h usetts Avenue, 2nd bounded by the Naval Observatory, 
the Danish Embassy·., Dun1barton Oaks Park, and ,vhitc-

havcn Street. In the ,vinter, ,vhcn the leaves have fa.Hen, the Dum-
barton Oaks Research Library is visible across a deep dnnv classical 
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and Byzantine Greece face each other. The buildings of the Center 
and its endo\v1nent are the gift of the Old D0111inion I~oundatiun; its 
trustees~ after n1 uch preli n1 i nary discussion of th c best ,va y to imp I e-
m ent iVIrs. Bcale\s ,vish to revive and perpetuate the ideas and ideals 
of ancient Greece, asked President Pusey .. to appoint a con11nittcc of 
Greek scholars to consider the question .. This co1nn1ittcc, ,vhich bcgnn 
,vork in 1959 under the chairmanship of President Pusey, consisted 
of Dean Elder, Professors John Finley (1-Iarv-ard), Bcrnru_.d 1\1. \,I. 
K11ox (\~~le) llichmond Latti1nore (Bryn IVla,vr), ,~'hitncy J .. Oates 
(Princeton), und Jan1cs H. Oliver (Johns I-Iopkins), ,vith lvlichacl 
Putnam (Bro,vn) ncting as recording secretar37 • Developing guide-
li ncs suggested by· the officers: of Old Don1inion Foundation, the con1-
111ittcc evcnrnaU) 7 suggested the cstnblishn1cnt of a residential research 
center jn ancient Greek literature, history, and philosophy, the Fel1o,vs 
to Le chosen froin the l':tnks of younger scholars, both fron1 the United 
States and abroad. The ideal candidate en,Tisaged ,vas a scho]ar al-
ready· fully· qualified and cng~ged in reaching1 ,vith son1e publications 
to prove hi~ capacity·, ,vho needed a year free to begin or comp1ete 
a n1a jor research proj cct. 

1 ... hc n1ost difficult decision before the comn1ittec ,vas the appoint-
n1ent of a director~ l\llany· names ,·verc suggested and d1~cussed and 
in the end the post ,vas off crcd to the ,vriter of the present ~rdcle 
(to his great surprise1 since he had assumed th3t committee members 
,voikcd under a self-den)ring ordinance) and he accepted in }:;"'cbruar)r 
r 961., \Vith the 'proviso that he be allo\vcd to take his sabbatical leave, 
already· planned for 1961-62 in order to prepare for the Sather Lec-
tures ,vhich he had been invited to de.liver at Berkeley in the spring of 
1963 .. The comn1ittce generously accepted this arrangc1ncnt and., since 
President Pusey ,vns 11nxious to see the Center in ope.ration in the 
3~ear 1961-61, Prof cssor l\·lichael Putnam, the recording secretary\ 
,vas persuaded to assume the role of ... i\.cting ])jrcctor for the first year .. 

The. ad tni n istra ti vc structure ,1t or k cd out for th c Center \Vas sin 1 pl e .. 
Th c Dire ct or ,vas to present a budget each year to the Ad1ninistrative 
Con1111itree ,vhich'I under the chairn1anship of President Pusey~ ,vas to 
consist of representatives of the Trustees for Harvnrd Univcrsit) 7 and 
the Old Don1inion Foundation. The Director "ras to be assisted in 
the scholarly direction of the Center by the Senior Fello,vs 1 ,vho 

1 These or i gjnal1y consisted of the members of t b c com n1ittcc n ::tm cd Ly P resi 
dent Pu scy to decide on the Cc n re r 1s function; tl 1c D free tor ,vas re placed by Pro-
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1-1 ar1.111rd Lihrar~y Rull et in 
,vere to fonn a conunittec to decide on upplications and also to ad-
vise the Director on n1anuscripts submitted by the Junior Itcllo,vs for 
publication in the Center's series of n1onographs. 2 

In 1961 the buildings ,vcJe ph1nne<l hut not yet built; a tc1npo1·ary 
hon1c for the Center ,vas provided by l\1r. Paul l\--1ellon in the shape 
of a large house on "\-''hitchavcn Street just opposite the site. 1"hc 
l~'cllo\"vs (there ,vere only six that first year) ,vcrc boarded in nearby 
apartn1cnts but given studies 1n the ,,rhirehaven Street house, \vhere 
they· also ate lunch together throughout i-hc ,vcck ... fhc library con-
sisted of ,vhatcver Professor Putnan1 ,vas able to acquire fro111 book-
sellers at ho111e 2nd abro~d. The F ello\vs of that year still re1nc1nber 
the cxcitcn1ent \Vith ,vhich they greeted every fresh parcel of hooks, 
each one hoping it ,vould contain the volume he needed. 

lVlean\vhi]e the buildings "~ere going up; seven Fcllo,vs ,vcrc selected 
for the next year, and the Dircctot took over fron1 Professor PL1tnnn1 
in the fall of 1962. '''hat he took over ,vas a flourishing institution~ 
fi nan cia 11 y· in first class condition, a ]re~ d r c ndo\ ved \ vj th traditions 
(,vhich he has n1anagcd to preserve) and equipped ,vith an executive 
sccrct-ary in the per.son of l\.fiss Helen ,\ 7ad1na11J ,vho 1 until her re-
tirc111cnt last year, ,vns fron1 an ad111inistrativc point of vic,v the real 
di rector of the en t c.rprisc. Profess or Pu tnan1 had also, in his I as t 
1nonths of office, successfully bid for the 1ibrat)7 of ,, 1erner Jaeger 
(J\1lrs. J~egcrts concern that her husbandJs collection should not be 
dispersed ,v==is n fnctor in her kind decjsion to favor the Center over 
other ea.gcr buyers) and the Jaeger hooks, ,vhich :urived in the fall 
of 1962, transforn1ed the Center's Jibrary overnight from a nucleus 
of bare essentials to a rca.1 ,vorking library, adequate in n1ost areas 
and in some ( Aris totl c, for CX[l m pl c) extra ord in ari 1 )7 rich. B )r the .sec-
ond half of the year the Fcllolvs" residences ,vcrc ready for occupancy. 
Th C)r consist of five houses for families -and a ha ch el or building ,vi th 

f f!ssor F.ric .1.\~ H a,,eJnck (Yale). Professor Latttn1ore 1 resigning because of uthcr 
obligr-.tions, ,v.1s replaced by Gernld F. Else (l\·iichig:in) ·who eventually resigi,ed in 
his turn for si1nilar reasons and ,vns rcphccd by Professor Henry R~ I1nn1cn.v~hr 
(Chapd 1-Iill). Professor i\11chacl Putnan1 as the former Acting Director continues 
to fnnc::tinn as a men1licr of the Senior Fello\"\0ship bouoris et offetii causa. 

!! These man ogra p h s ~re prod u cecl by the Ha n"i rd { J n ivc rsi ty Press for the 
Ccnl'er. Three ha,re ~o f:1r appe~red ( Tbeoc.ritus' Conn 'Pctxtorc,Js, Gilh(':rt Lawall, 
1967t Tbeopo111J:mr 1111d Fif tb Century Atb.cnsj \V. Robert Connor, 1968; Fon;1u/n, 
Ch{rracter and Cm1pict, VVHlfo.m "\\rlrnllonJ 196()) c"Cnd n:vo 1nore ~1rc in lhc procC5!!i 
of pub1ication. 
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three snlall apartn1ents and t\vo guest roon1s. 1 ... he nun1ber eight for 
the Fello,vs had been dictated by the size of the incon1c fron1 cndo\V-
1nent (the stipend \Vas $6,000) 3 but the proportion of rnarried to 
unn1-::1rried Fcllo\vs (a decision ,vhich had to be 1nadc before building 
could begin) ,vus a rough gue,5s, \Vhich see1ns ho\vcvcr to have justi-
fi c d i tsclf over the y cars. 

By· the .spring of 1963 the Center's n1ain building ,vns ready--for 
occupancy and it \Vas oflicially opened on l\1ay the fourteenth; the 
Board of Overseers lunched in the library (the stacks "~ere not yet 
asse1nbled) and heard addresses by .i\1r. Paul JVleHon, ?\1r. Archiba1d 
J\.'1acLcish., and the Director. By the beginning of sumrner the Dircctoris 
residence ,vas rcad)T for occupancy and the Center began the next 
year ( 1963-64) con1plctely inst~Hcd in its nc\v buildings. These con-
sist of the residential units (including a house for a. supcrintcndcnt-
enginecr) and the n1ain building, ,vhich 1 taking advantage of the 
slope of the land! has t\\To floo,~s at one endi thus provjding t\"vo lC'vels 
for the library. It is built around a central court so tht1t the Ioon1s arc 
rcn1arkably 1vcll lit even on the duUcst days. At the front are the 
n d min istra ti v e offi ccs and n sc1nin a r 1· o on1 in , v 11 ich visiting sc I 1 o] nr s 
2ddress the F cllo\vs :;-ind the FcHo,vs thcn1scl vcs n1akc their reports 
on tl1ei.r ,vork in progress. A]ong one side the Fello,vst studies., along 
the other the Director's study and the Fc.llo,vs' lounge lead to the 
n1ain floor of the Jibrary, ,vhich has ,vindo,vs on both sides u1ong its 
entire length. On this floor are kept the Greek authors and con1-
n1 en tari cs, , vor ks on Gr eek Ii te.ra tu re~ lin gu isti cs~ history--, p h il osop h y, 
and archaeology-., as ,vell as reference ,vorks~ collections., anthologies 
and Fest sch rifts, etc.; at one end of th c roo1n current period i ca] s arc 
placed on disp]ay shelves+ The Jo,ve.r floor., exactly the san1e size, but 
,vith ,vindo,vs on the outer side only., houses the periodica]s and the 
collection of Roman authors,. a.s ,vell as the srnall collection of Byzan-
tine n1atcri11l. Doth floors have tables and chairs in convenient posi-
tions,. used mainly by outside scholars ,vho con1e to consult the ]i~ 
brat)T during office hours; the Fc1]o-\vs of course are free to use the 
library at any-time of clay or night. The catalogue c~rds sho,v fuil 
inf orrnation and shelf location so far only for the Greek authors up 
to P1a.to; the rest of the hooks are represented by makeshift cards 
compi]cd at the tin1c of acquisition. The collccdon is sn1~Il enoug-h1 

::: A {?cncnrns addition to the Center's cndo"Tment by the A ndre'i.v ]\1 ~Hon Foun-
dation in 1969 made it po~sihle to raise thE stipend to ~7~000 for the current year. 
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hovt'"cv~~ so that the Fello,vs can us~all y find ,vhat the}r need by look-
ing at the -shelves. Books are not takcl~ out of the building; if the}r are 
take.ii to a Fello\v's study they n1ay be easil)r located by a card ,vhich 
mu st be left in un open fil c in the ] i brary·.. The systenl (such as it is) 
,vorks ,vell only because th c number of users is so srnall and suclt a. 
compact and friendly· group; losses arc insignificant, jn fact, in the 
course of the Hbrary 1s nine years of existence only t,vo vohunes, un-
important and easil}r replaced, have disappeared .. 

Over the }rears since 1961 the ejght annual Fcllo,vships have been 
held by a distingui~hed_· roster of_ American and foreign scholars,, 
seventy-seven in all, inc]uding the present year (1970~7 1). Nine of 
the Fello,vs \vere ,vo111en. The n~tiona1itits represented ,vere~ U.S~ 
3 3, Gerrnany 12, United IGngdon1 11, France, Greece and It1ly 4 eacht 
Austria 3, and .A.Tgentinal ·Czechoslovakia, l-Iol]andt Japan, Poland and 
S,,~irzer1and one each .. 

Ohvious1y· the library js the core ·of this type of operation and in 
19 6 2 t l 1 c Di rector ,vas fortunate enough to attract I ro1n th c ,i\ri d cncr 
J_jbrary to \i\'ashington a Jibrarian in the person of Dr. Jeno Platth)T 
,vho has been here ever since. Besides being a librarian he js also a 
Greek scholar ,vith a firn1 grasp of several European Jangnagcs; his 
assistance in building the library has been invaluable. The ,vork ,v=ts 
of course too much for 01ic n1an ai1d in 1966 ,vc obtained the services 
of an expert cataloguer ~· l\1rs. Inge I-f yn es, \vho had previously 
,v orkcd at Dun1 hnrton Oaks+ Her task is Sisyp he2n, for nc,v acquisi-
tio11s rolJ in steadily to· jricrease ,vhat ,vas already n large collccrion; 
b1it she manages to n1akc .pr.ogress on the m2in body of the books ,vhile 
dealing ,·vith the nevLr a.rriv·a]st and _the-Greek authors as far as PJato 
a.re ·110,,1 represented by fully inform3tive catalogue cards.· The classi-
fication system ·,vas expressly designed for the Ccnter"s special needs 
by ?\1r. Bartol Brinklcr · of the "\:\7idener Library~ · 

' In 196 I the I ibrar) 7 'started from. zero to reach nt the ti1ne of the 
last annual report ( I 970} the 'figure of over 3 01000 books and 
pai11pl1lcts. It ·subscribes to· over 1 ·so periodicals and ,ve 1na n-
aged to acquire full sett; of -niost ·of the 1nain journals in the field 
(though there arc still son1e gaps).·. The niain cn1phasis in acquisitions 
is of course oi1 Jnatc:rial dealing ,vith all aspects (inclu<ll ng rtrchacology) 
of ancien·t Gree·ce (,vc ··ara,v ·u vngue "Iine some,vhcre after Constan-
tine); but the Romans too have to be represented, though not ,vith the 
sinne richness. ·At the present moment jr seems safe to say that :iny 
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scholar ,vorking in the fie]d ,vill find 111ost of ,vhat he needs available 
on the 5helvcs; ,vhat he cannot find he \vill probably he able to con-
sult at Dun1barton Oaks (,vhich has generously 1nade its superb col-
l eccion avail abl c to our F cllo,vs) or at the Library of Congress .. 

So far ,ve have not had to face the modern librarian~s chief night-
n1arc lack of space. The t,vo floors of the library still have shelf 
roo1n to spare. -Hu\vcvcr at the present rate of acquisitions (cspecia11y 
in vie,v of the enor1nous volun1e of nc,v publications in the field) the 
problem ,vill undoubtedly arise ,vithin the 11ext fc,v years, and plans 
for utilizing other parts of the hn1ld1ng are being ,vorked on. i\1ean-
\Vhile, at the threshold of jts tenth year of existence the Center can 
take pride jn the building of a library 1-vhich in spite of its hite be-
ginning is adcqu~tc in 111ost of the many· branches of the discipline it 
represents and 1norc than adequate in some. As many scho1ars have 
testified, the library, ,vith its setting of la,v11 -and trees, is also a most 
pleasant place in ,vhich to ,vork .. 
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