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Theodore Roosevelt and
William Sturgis Bigelow:
The Story of a Friendship

Akiko Murakata

E\V PTRSONAL FRIENDSHIPS of an American President look so

incongruous at ficst sight as that of Theodore Rooscvelt with

Dr. William Sturgis Bigelow. Nothing could be further from

the strenuous life, “big stick™ diplomacy, and big-game hunt,
championed by Roosevelt, than the esoteric Buddhism and Japanese
art patronized by the Boston Oricntalist. Yet the two remainced on
good terms, developing a remarkably enduring and mwutvally reward-
ing rclationship over three decades until Roosevelt’s death in 1919.
The record of this unique friendship, tthuminating not only as an en-
gaging episode of the President’s lifc bur also for its important bear-
ing on the nauon’s cultural and pohtical history, 1s preserved among
the Theodorc Roosevelr papers at the Manuscript Division of the
Library of Congress.

Theodore Raosevelt first mer Dr, Bigelow in Paris in the spring
of 1887 doring his sccond hencymoon. The wealthy bachelor and
impeccably proper Bostonian was on his way home for a visit from
Japan, the land of his prolonged sojourn. Henry Cabot Lodge, just
clected Congressman from Massachusetts and Bigelow’s closest friend
from childhood through Harvard, was responsible for their acquain-
tance. “In Paris we dined at the Jays, and there, to our great deligh,
met Bigclow,” Roosevelt wrote to Lodge from London of their first
meeting: “and the following cvening (our last before coming here)
dined with him at a restaurant. Ide was most charming; but, Cabot,
why did you nor tell me he was an esoteric Buddhist? I would then
have been sparcd some frantic floundering when the subject of reli-
gion happened to be broached. T'll tell you about it in full when
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we meet.” * Roosevelt was then twenty-cight years old, ¢ight ycars
yvounger than Bigelow and Lodge,

Born of a famous surgcon and a daughter of a wealthy China-trade
merchant, Bigelow received the best possible cducation, including
five years’ postdocroral medical study in Europe, where he developed
a connoisscur’s taste for art. Unable to settde down to practice m
Boston, he went to Japan in 1882 with Edward 8. Morse, a Salem
zoologist who taught Darwinism at the University of Tokyo. Bigelow
stayed there for seven years, collecting objeets of art and studying
csoteric Buddhism of the Tendai and the Shingon scets with Lrnest
I'. Fenallosa, who also taught ac the University of Tokyo. Often
compared to Dr. Peter Alden, father of Oliver, in (George Santayana’s
novel T'he Last Puritan (1936),° Dr. Bigelow was much more faith-
ful to proper Boston standards than the wandering physician in his
private yacht, the Black Sawan, cven though he did not “come home
& get up some grandchildren . . . like a well-regulated Bostonian.™’
Morc of a patrician and less of a Bohemian, Dr. Bigelow counted among
his personal {riends, besides Lodge and Roosevelt, such respectable
prominent men and women as Henry Lec Iligginson, chry and
Marian Adams, John L. and Isabella (arduer, John Lalarge, John
Hay, Edith Wharton, and Percival and A. Lawrence Lowell. The
Gardners, Henry Adams, and LaFarge visited him in Japan, and
Percival Lowell was his companion there, Unlike the apclitical Alden
in Santayana’s “Memoir in the Form of 2 Novel,” Bigelow remained
a loyal Republican all his life.*

*Uenry Cabot Lodge, ed., Selections from the Correspondence of Theodore
Roosevely and Henry Cabot Lodge (New York and London: Charles Scriliner’s
Sons, 1025), Ii, 52—54; Elting . Morison, ed., The Letters of Theodore Roosevelt
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1051), I, 125,

*YVan Wyck Brooks sct the precedent in Fenollosa and His Cirele (New York:
F. P. Dutton, 1962) and almost all other writers on Bigelow have since raken their
cue from him.

"Williamy S. Bigelow to Phillips Brooks, 19 August 1889, Akiko Murakata, “Se-
Jected Letters of Dr. William Sturgis Bigelow,” Dissertation, George Washington,
1971, p. 81,

‘Tt seems that Bigelow and Santayana knew each other, the Spanish philosopher
being related to onc branch of the Sturgis family wree throngh his mother’s first
marriage. Santayana was also a member of the Tavern Club to which, among maore
exclusive other clubs, Bigelow belonged. They met at least at one of the many
dinner partics Mrs. Gardner gave, according to the guest bouk lept at the Isabeila
S. Gardner Muscum, Boston.
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Finally coming home in 1889, Bigelow presided over the newly
founded Deparement of Chinese and Japancse Art at the Boston Mu-
seum of I'ine Aris, where he succecded his father as a trustce. He n-
vited Fenollosa as its curator to take charge of their vast collections,
now arriving from Japan. At his snmmer house on idyllic Tuckernuck
Island off Nantucket, the Doctor practised csoteric meditation and
initiated into Buddhism George Cabot “Bay’ Lodge, the politician’s
poet son. A perfect host in “che scac of a double material luxury, chat
of the presence of everything essential as well as that of carcfully
thought out climination of the superfluous,” Bigclow also entertained
“his musculine unencumbered guests,” with “the air of an Fastern
Potentate.” ® Luxuriating in conspicuous lcisure, he would tease Bay’s
father nailed in the nation’s capital: “Unless you propose to sow yr.
constitution with the seeds of disease & death (resp. Potomac malaria)
vou had better Iet Congress g. t. H. & come down to Tuckanuck.”
“Your bed is ready, the waves break white on the yellow sand, the
soft wind is balmy, the socicty dam select, & the nearest telegraph at
Nantucket,”

Lodge succumbed to the charms of Tuckernuck, if not so devotedly
as his son, who would have mherited Bigelow’s idyllic haven but for
his untimely death on the very island. Roosevelr, while serving as
Police Commissioner of New York, found it “simply impossible for
me to leave just now unless T shirk my work,” but he appreciated
Bay’s Tuckernuck-inspired poem, ““The Wave,” which Bigelow re-
cited for him: “Upon my word it has a fairly Elizabethan touch.” *

The Roosevelt-Rigelow friendship was firmly cstablished, revolving
around Senator Lodge (Senator since 1893) and the Republican Party.
Bigelow’s letier to Lodge, 23 November 1893, clearly testifics ta his
genuine concern for their younger friend of great promise:

Theodore Roosevelt dined with me the other night. He has grown scveral
years older in the last month. He looks worn & tired, for him, and has Jost
much of his natural snap & bnoyancy. At this rate it is only a question of time
when he has a breakdown, and when he does it will be a had one. He 15 in
a wholly falsc position & ought to be got out of it. . . .

*Dr. Frederick C, Shateuck, “William Sturgis Bigelow,” Massachusetes Historical
Society, Proceedings (October, 1926), p. 18; Charles Warren Stoddard, *Tucker-
nuck,” Ave AMaria, 2 Jan, 1904, pp. 16-17.

* Murakata, op. ¢it., pp. 95—06.

"Lndge, op. ¢it., p. 223 and p. 21G.
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Raosevelt ought to have a solid rest of several months. They can’t remove
him. He can't resign without pucting himself in the light of giving up, beaten,
which he will never do till he drops. The only thing is to get him shifted some-
how, to an easier place that he can hold on till the next Presidential year, when
he ought to have anything he wants. . . . If he keeps on with this job he will
break down, & we shall lose one of the very few really frst-class men in the
country. — Think this over. — 8

Lodge did think it over, and succceded two years later in getting
Rooscvelt the office of Assistant Secrctary of the Navy. Bigelow
commended Lodge’s work as “nothing short of szasterly”: “I am more
pleased than I can tell you at T.R.’s appomtnient, I have an almost
superstitious fceling about him that he has a great deal depending on
him — 1o or zo years hence. There is nobody clse just like him above
the horizon. — " * Bigelow’s prophecy was to come true sooner than
he expeeted,

The Spanish-American War of 1898 created a minor erisis in the
Roosevelt-Bigelow relationship. Distrusting the jingoism of the yellow
press and fearing for Roosevelt’s political future, Bigelow did his best
to dissuade the leader of the Rough Riders {rom going to the Cuban
front. “If T.R. goes, the country will not trust him again,” Broelow
wrote to Lodge.'® He was afraid chat che war would give the European
powers a chance to combine against the United States as the tripartite
interventton of Germany, France, and Russia had forced fapan to give
up the spoils of the Sino-Japancse War of 1894. Little did he dream

- that the new Assistant Secretary of the Navy would seize the oppor-
tunity of acting for his chief to alert the Asiatic Squadron for an at-
tack on the distant Philippines in casc of war with Spain. On 27
March 1898, Bigelow wrotc a special letter to Roosevelt by way of
Lodge “nominally so that his seczctary shall not rcad 1t — really that
you may use your judgment about giving it to him.”** This letter
unfortunatcly has been lost, but was apparently handed to Roosevelt,
as he wrote back two days later.

Dear Old Man: Cabot handed me your letter yesterday, and I was deeply
touched by it, as 1 always am by your rcpeated proofs of sincere interest. It
is very hard for me to have to follow a course to which Cabot and you arc

® Murakata, pp. 136-137.
*Ibid., p. 149.

“p. 166,

Tt 1bid.
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opposed. T can only assure you that I adopted it after having @iven most care-
ful consideration to 2ll that both you and many other fricnds have said to mc
on the other side; and whether | am mistaken or not my action will be due
to my conscientious helief and to really carcful tllought .. W18 -

Irom Santiago de Cuba Theodore sent “warmest love” to Sturgis |
Bigelow via Cabot Lodge. Bay also left for the war. Too busy try- |
ing to keep Roosevelt vut of the war, Bigelow lost a chance to go back
to Japan for further studics of Buddhism.

Having undcrestimated the exuberant energy of the cemerging
Amecrican cmpire, Bigelow became resigned to the reign of his for- !
mer protége, returncd a war hero, cleeted Governor of New York,
and then Viee-President. “Dear Mr, Viee-President—,” Bigelow sent |
his greetings on 18 March 1901: ‘

Allow me to wnte that again. T feel a peculiar sense of vastness in doing so. |
— Dear V.P. It is hard to get vsed to it. —. . . T note you are billed to ap-
pear in this town at the Annual Bencfit of the Marketanan’s Benevolent As-
sociation, or some such thing, & merely wish to remind you thet if reposc is |
what you want there 18 a “umble but ’appy 'ome yawning for you here, where '
the women ceasc from troubling and the wicked are at rest, and the parlor girl
1§ educated to say, “not at home™ to stray visitors with a face that makes marble
Jook like putty, — Write a few d'lys beforchand to Mary A. Clancey, 60 Beacon
in case by any’ chance 1 am not i town when your note comes, & she will take
charge of & feed you as Elijah did the Ravens; she has the key of the wine
cellar — Try the Grascher Dinmnelreich-- a rather good moselle T have just
aot.!?

When President McKinley was assassinated within sty months, Bige-
low soon had to renew his homage to the new President. “Vive le voi,”
said the telegram from Nantucket, co-signed by George Cabot Lodge. .

The most important impact of Bigelow’s fricndship with President |
Roosevelr was in the area of Japancse-American relations. The ex-
ponent of Japancsc art attempted to extend his subtle cultural influ-
ence to the White House, Bigelow showed the President the grips
and catches of Jyu-jitsu (Judo), asking the Sccretary of War to lic |
down on the floor. He then reccommended Professor J. J. OPBrien,
the first American teacher of the art which “all the police and army
officers Jearn” in Japan™ “Dear Sturgis,” the President reported to

* Morison, ap. cir., 11, So1.
* Muralata, pp. r8o-181,
" 1bid., p. 103,
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his Boston friend on his progress: “1 am having a grear time wich
- O'Bricn. IHis system is marvellous, but 1 am finding difhculty in learn-
| g it.” ® A Judo room was installed m the White I{ousc before

long where Professor Yamashira and the [apanese naval attaché, Com-
mandcr Takeshita, gave lessons to the President and his sons, When
Bigclow returned from his sccond trip to Japan in 1902~03, a book
on Judo, six Judo jackets, and tea were his souvenirs for the First
Family.

The President yeceived Nitobe Inazo’s Bushido, the Sou! of Japan
(1900) with more reservation. Acknowledging Bigelow’s gift of the
book, Roosevelt wrote: “I have read ‘Bushide’ and so has Ted [Theo-
dore Roosevelt, Jr.]. Now, do you know cnough to say whether that
is really studied in Japan, and represents home Japanese philosophy,
and not Japaucsc philosophy for export? The Jast is alleged by the
, cnemies of Japan.” ' “Dear Theodore,” Bigelow gallantly met the

Presidential challenge:

“Bushido” is the real thing. There is no trace of manufacture for export about
it, Thc Japancsc value the book highly. For instance: —when T landed two
years ago an old friend -——a Samurai who had fought through the Satsuma re-
bellion on the losing side, been imprisoned, and now holds a high government
place in Tokyo under his former enemics — a man whomn I have always called
the typical Samurat — brought me the book as the best thing extant in Iinglish,
Nothing could be farther from the truth than the suggestion that it s a gallery-
play.LT

: As the war clouds gathered over the Far East with the pending con-
frontation between Japan and Russia, the President reminded Bigelow:
“Poor Japan has more important thimgs o attend to than Jiu Jitsu at
present!” ™ There was no question about whose side Bigelow was
on 1 the Russo-Japanese War, which broke out on 26 February 19og,
but his main concern lay in the protection of precious caltural prop-
erty, threatened with perishmg under the fire of war. “Dear Mr.
President,” Bigelow began his lerter of 9 May 1904, with his usual
caaxing tone when asking for somc favor:

Daon’t you want to do one good act? Because here is your chance.

¥ 19 March 1902, Theodare Roosevelt papers, Library of Congress.
' 19 Januvary 1905, Roosevelt papers, 1.C,

' Muralkata, p. 267.

** 8 February 19og, Raosevele papers, LC.
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Mukden is the old capital of the Manchus, The old Manchu polace siill
stands. The Kaen-lung Emperor collected and sent to Mukden for preservation
an frnensc library of all the most valuable books and NSS. that could be found
in China, from the carlicst down to their own time, and stored them in the
palace, wihiere they have been untouched ever since. — There are things of the
greatest valne, and others beyond valuation — for instance the only copies of
the carliest Chinese translations of Indian MSS. of which the originals are lost,
cven in [ndia.

When the war broke out the Japanese scholars sent a petition to the Minister
of War asking him to save the palace and library if possible. ~~1If the Japanese
get it it will be safe,

But the Russians in Pekin quartered their troops mn the temples, and tore up
the books of the temple-librarics to sleep on. The Chinese paper is soft, and
they piled it on the floors thickly enough to be comfortable.

Ihc) may be domg the same in Mukden now. And if they evacunte the
city, they will burn it, and then everything will go.

The Japanesce want to have the books put in safety, no matrer where or by
whom, at St. Petersburg — London — Paris — anywhere -~ so tong as they are |
only saved.

3t is a sort of sccond Alexandrian library business, .

Cannot you arrange by cable with Kmp Edward, the German Emperor and
the I'rench President to put some combined pressure on Russia—in the form !
of a united request — that will prevent the disaster? 19

The abave-quated letter is to be found among the John Hay papers at |
the Library of Congress so that the President probably referred the
matier to his Secretary of State,

Elated over Japan’s initial success in battle, Bigelow blurted out to |
the President:

Teikekn Ranzai! [Hurrah for the Empirve!] The papers say that Turope is |
trying to pet you to stop the fighr. —1I hope you will see them damned first. ;
Kuroki and Nogi will stop it fast enough after they get together, All they '
need now is to be let alone.® :

[n this the President good—naturcdly concurred: “Banzai! How the |
fur will Ay when Nogi joins Oymna!” #t “Last mght I saw a Jap.
naval officer who was second 1 command on onc of their cruisers
im the fight in which the Burik was sunk,” the President wrote to
Bigelow on ¢ January 1gos, enclosing a special z2-page report from

* Murakata, pp. 257-258. It appears that much, at least, of this material was trans-
ferred to Tokyo, where it was destroyed in the carthquake of 1923

“Ibid., p. 263.

® 2 January 1903, Racsevelt papers, LC,
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Theodore Roosevelt and Willianz St gis Bigelow 07
! George Kennan at Porr Arthur: “I gucess the Baltic fleet being on its
way home means that all danger to Japan on the sea is over, unless
the war lasts a year or two longer.” Kenuan's Jetter, dated 20 No-
vember 1904, congratalated the President on his re-clection and, de-
scribing the sicge of Port Arthur in full derail, was outspokenly in
{favor of the Japanese:
To complete my happiness and confirm my optimistic view of life and the
future is the surrender of Port Arthur, The task set the Japancse here was a
most wremendous ong, but they are accomplishing it with certainty, and with

an exhibition of patiencc, ingenuity, and heroic courage that T have never
hefore scen in my lifetime and that I never expect o sce agaim. , , 7

Followmg ther overwhelmmg Vi.Ctl’)l'}’ in rthe Barrle of Tsushima
Straits toward the end of May, the Japanese government formally
asked the Amertcan President to mediate, which led to the Portsmouth
Peace Conference in August 1go§. Japan secured the recognition
of her hegemony in Korea and, through the acquisition of Russia’s
Liaotung Penmsula leasehold and the South Manchurian Ratlway,
consolidated her position in North China, but failed to obtam all of
the Island of Sakhalin and an indemnity (contrary to all the preccdents
set by the West n its conquest of the Tlast)., The anti-government
rior in Tokye following the conclusien of the Portsmouth Peace
Treaty cxpressed Japancse outrage at what they considercd grossly
unfair terms of peace. Their disappointment was shared by the Dos-
ton doctor, of whom Roosevelt complained to Lodge: “If Sturgis
Bigelow, who ought to know better, docs not sce things straight
about the Russian-Japancse peace, no wonder the Japanese moly gaocs
crooked.” *® The Scnator in turn confessed:

| I'am a good deal surprised that the Japs should have yiclded so completely. 1

: think they could have made a stand on Saghalin and broken off on that with
credit, but it js evident that the Russians were perfectly willing to have the
staughter go on rather than yield. Their fechleness and stupidity came out
very strong. My opinion of the Japanese has risen enormously, T think they

i have shown themselves very high sninded, and although just now they aie in

! the midst of dissatisfaction and discontent I belicve that what they have done
will make them much stronger in the end.®*

I ich Rooseveit’s letter to Bigelow, ¢ January rgogs.
® Lodge, p. 1g0.
“1bid., p. 191.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIII, Number 1 (January
1975)



98 Harvard Library Bulletin

The President agreed with Lodge “as to the fecblencss and stupidity
of the Russians and also as to what you say of the Japs,” but thought
that

the rioting in Tokio, directed as it has been partly against foreigncrs and
Christians . . . shows that the people have not advanced as far as their gov-
ernment and that it is a pood thing for mankind that the war should have
ended as it did, without the Japanese getting an cnormous indemnity and with
them still facing Russta in Iast Asia, . . . T shall do everything I can to help
Japan and have a most friendly feeling for her, but it would be 2 bad thing for
her and for all mankind if the hepes of her ultra admirers Iike Sturgis Bigelow
had heen gratified; for evidently the Japanese people have been in greac danger
of having their heads turned.??

Lodge felt the need to case the strain between the President and their
Japanophile fricnd: “Bigelow, you know, thinks you the greatest of
modern Statesmen, Don’t think his admiration of you has ever waned.
Not at all. But he thought that the Japs yiclded too much and was
terribly disappointed. He became reasonable after the first.,” * Rige-
low, however, was not yet quite reconciled. “Dear Theodore,” he
pleaded from his island retreat where he was sojourning with Bay
Lodge:

I am yearning to ask the President a question, but am deterred by shyness.
— Now you know him well and see him often, and yon are not shy, — Why
can’t you #dter le terrain and scc if I can do it without heing sent to the Bastillce?

What [ want to know is who Degawu it?

Did the 1nitiative to calling the Portsmouth Conference come from Japan or
Russia?

Apparently Japan is worse off in some ways chan before the Conference met.
— Cabot says the Japancse have now got, without the indemnity, all they said
they wanted before the war.—T answer that no nation gocs to war for an in-
demnity any more than a man goes to law for costs. — Tlic costs go with the
verdict. “The indemnity goes with che victory, . . . Cabot says he knows for
certain that it is all right, which I am only too glad to believe. But from out-
side what the Japanesc have donc appears as unintelligible as if the Germans in
'70 had suddenly made peace and gone home just before Sedan. — 1 can’t make
head or tail of it. —. . 27

The President’s long, confidential answer from the White Housc,
dated 23 September 1g9og, is 2 testimony to his sincerity and patience
=Ibid., p. g2,

“Ihid., p. 193.
“ Murakata, p. z70.
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with 2 friend who could be unduly obstinate at tmes. We do not
need to reproduce the whole letter, but note his explanation that the
Japanese asked him to mediate “much as our politicians do when they
ask ‘voluntary contributions’ from office-holders.” *

: Another major issuc in Japanesc-American rclations under the
' Roosevelt administration was the ‘anti-Japanese hostility in California.
On 11 October 1906, the San I'rancisco School Board ordered the
segregation of all Japanesc and other Oricntal children. This was fol-
lowed by a riot in San Francisco and talk of an anti-American boycott
in Japan, On 25 October the Japanese government gravely warned
that the Boavd’s action violated the treaty of 1894 which prescribed
cqual rights with Americans for Japanese residents in the Unired States,
On the same day Bigelow wrote to the President:

Japanese fecling swings like a pendulmm. ~~ I saw it alternate from anti- to pro-
foreign and back several times while T lived there. The present flare-up is the
normal recaction from the extrcine pro-Amcrican feeling after the war. They

are sensitive as children to apparent slights, or apparcent respeet and considera-
tion.

If they counld be brought to realize that the bank-president in STV, <was killed
not because he was a Japancse but in the same way that our own people were
killed at the same time by rioters who were out of control for the moment they
would be more apt to sympathize with our misfortune than to complain of
their own.

They don’t carc—— broadly speaking — what 1s done to them as long as it
does not seem to be done to them as fapanese, — On this they are touchy. For
California — or Conpress — to legislate against them on the ground that they
arc Mongalians is just as if they should legislate apainst us on the pround that
we are Germans — or negross.

If a boycott comes out of this California will feel it maost. — Serve her yight,
— If you should say you favor the naturalization of Japanese the present trouble
would disappear like a puft of stnoke —even if Congress {ailed to authorize
it. — All of which you know better than I, —#°

To this Bigelow received a “kind and unexpccied answer,” most
promptly, teo. Moreover, the President enclosed 2 draft of the Jap-
anesc part of his message to Congress which he also intended to show
to the Japanese Ambassador Aoki. Entitled “International Morality,”
the passapge incorporated all the points made by Bigelow, who happily
wrote back:

* Roosevelt papers, 1.C,
* Muvakara, py, 280-281.
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You have said exactly the right thing from the Jap. standpoint, and it will
come at the physiological [sic] moment to catch the ball on the bounce there
as far as feeling toward us is concerned.

Root’s excellent and tactful dispatch must 1 thml\ have blocked all chance
of a boycott in the mean time. . . . It is hard to sce how the erazicst agitator
in San Trancisco is going to get away from what you have said this time.

I would give a good deal to see Aoki's face when you read it to him. —., ..
You perhaps do not realize how intenscly this thing — the recommendation
of naturalization — will please the _}.lpanese Very likely they will not show
it much. It js not good manners to express emotion with them, Bur they will
be pleased right into the middle of their souls.

This was probably the most overt case of Bigelow’s personal pres-
sure actually influcncing a Presidential decision. Wich his characteristic
vigor, the President sent his Secretary of Labor and Commerce, Vic-
tor H. Metcalf, to San Irancisco and simultaneously invited the whoale
School Board to the White [1ouse for a conference. The President’s
message, sent to Congress on 4 December, however, embittered the
California delegation and roused San Franciscans. Even though the
Japanese -question concerned only a part of his jo0,000-word message,
the New York Times ran the following headline: “President Demands
Ciazenship for Japanese. Says he will nse all the present power, civil
and military, to mect the present emergency in California.” Bigclow
was not unaware of such unwelcome devclopments, as he wrote to
odge: “If the President has not modified the Japanese part of his
message since Mecealf camme back, there will be 2 stir in San Yrancisco
tomorrow.” ¥* The President did not modify his message appended
to the Mercalf Report, which was presented to Congress on 19 De-
cember with a plea that San Francisco must remove the bar against
the Japanese school children without Federal intervention. "The San
Francisco School Board, however, did not withdraw its order until
after the Gentlemen’s Agrcement was rcached m Febroary 1go7 be-
tween Japan and the United States, drastically curbing Japanese im-
migration.

It was not Bigelow’s wont (o ask for Presidential favors. But the
favors he did ask touched on improving America’s relations wi.th
Japan, as he wrote again on 17 January 1908:

* 1bid,, pp. 281-282,
*Ihid,, p. 283,
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I hear from Japan tn a way thar makes me belteve it that the Japancse would
be gratified and flatified if the U.S, would proposc an cxchange of professors
such as we make with France and Germany. They have made such an agree-
ment with hoth these nations, | . . T have in Japan some considerable quantity
af books and paintings of very high grade that Anthony Comstock will not let
me bring into rhis country. — The old Japanese like the Greeks and Romans
put some of their best work into such subjecis, — Every Museum, Jike every
Library, has things of value that arc nor for the genreral public. 1 should like
to see these safely stored in the Art Museum here, but I will give them to the
Nationat Museum or Congressional Library rather than not get them into this
country. -— There are Comstocks in Japan, too, and there is fnicuon in getting
them out, — It would need special arrangements at both ends to get them out
and in. Can anything be donc about it? #2

The books and paintings in question scetn to have come to the Asiatic
Department of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, but they are so jealous-
ly guarded by 1ts staff that nobody, not cven qualified scholars from
outside, can scc then.

Later in 1909, the Emperor of Japan conferred upon Dr. Bigelow
the third order of the Rising Sun, the highest decoration to be given to
a toreign private citizen. The Japanese government cited hus outstand-
ing coutribution to the conscrvation in Japan and introduction to
America of traditional Japanese art as the mam reason for the excep-
tional henar, a citation which Bigelow well deserved for his inde-
fatigable championing of the Empirc.

The Amcrican President encouraged the Boston aesthete to make
a “nunusmatic excurston.” With the help of Bela L. Prate, 2 Boston
sculptor, Bigelow designed an incised coin with an American cagle on
one side and an Indian’s head on the other, to be called the “Bigelow-
Pratt coin.” “Tenclose you the visible proof of 2 great service you have
rendered the country,” the President wrote to Bigelow on 26 Septem-
ber 1908:

Here you will sec the five dollar gold picee, the copy of the models you had
prepared, and 2 month hence ony s-dollar gold picces that are issued from the
nunt will all be of this type. This one I send you is the first one struck, It
therefore has a peculiar histotic interest and I fecl you are peculiarly entitled

to liave it; so please accept it with the compliment of Director Leach and my-
se)f,

The old man humbly wrote back:

= pp- 208-290,
¥ Roosevelt papers, LC,
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It is & great pleasurce and privilege to have the first one seruck —. . . and a still
greaver €0 have your letter. To “have rendered o grear service to the country™
15 2 thing I never dreamed of aspiring to. I am going to have that cut on a
tombstonc forthwith and keep it in the Storage Warehouse till I need it. , , ,
One thing is surc — I should never have rendered the service if it had not been
for you. If the thing turns out well it is your doing. 'hanks! 32

The line about his tombstone was apparently meant as a joke; Bigelow’s
ashes werce to be divided between his American grave, a simple slate at
Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, Massachusers, and a more
claborate set of lanterns, vases, and a pagoda-shaped granitc tomb at
Homyo-m Temple, Orsu, Japan. The former has merely the inscrip-
tion, “W.S.B. 1850-1926,” whilc the latter bears his Boddhisc legal
name, “(zesshin,” in two Chinest characters, meaning “Moon Mind.”

Early in 1909 the President appointed Bigelow a member of the
Assay Commission, which was supposed to test annually the coins
produced the previous year. Bigelow’s acknowledgment of the hon-
orary position betrayed a Bostonian’s playfel condescension, even to
a President:

They say that a stranger went to a Brookline party and said there was nobody
hut Cabots — that there secmed to be two kinds of Cabots — one kind would
not spcak to anyhody but Cahots — the other kind would not speak to anybody.

Since the receipt of the appointment with which you have honored me I have
adopted the general attitude of the latrer class, T shall, however, relax my prin-
ciples so far as to come and cxpress my appreciation in person in a day or two.®0

“Do come on here soon and speak to an alien who would like to be 2
Cabot by adoption!” the President replicd.™
j Acap P
The Bostoman and the President visited each other, Most elo-
quently, Bigclow invited Roosevelt to his Eden:

. 'T'he thing fer you to do is to take the Dolphin (resp. Mayflower), tell the
Wmld you are going hshing, steer stmlght out to sea, and Jand on the south
side of Tuckernuck, which you can do in a small ship’s boat in calm weather.
— Cabot knows the ropes. — He says you like violent exercise, with danger.
— You won't afrer you have been in Tuckerouck twenty-four hours, but in
the niean time you can try spearing flounders from a dory. Poling against the
tide 15 guaraniced excreise enough for anybody, and as for danger — I need noc
tell you of the giant N.E. Ilounder, whose teeth take off a man’s leg as you

“Murakata, P 303.
™ Hhid., p. 308,
* Roosevelt papers, LC.
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cur a straw with scissors, and a blow of whose tail shatvers a foat to kindling
wood. . . ., Youare a naturalist yoursclf.-"'"

But in 1905, when the President finally yielded to Bigelow’s tempta-
e rion, he exhausted the resources of the island in Jess than twenty-four
hours and left for the mainland bored. Rooscvele had a more eventful
visit in Boston in February 1907, which was preceded by a lively ex-
change of notcs beeween the White Iouse and 6o Beacon Strect. The
, President’s appreciation was as cfficient as his activitics:

First, let me thank you heartily for the delightful time I had and which 1
could not possibly have had save as your guest. I enjoyed the entire visit, but
in their order 1 enjoyed most the following three things: the breakfast at your
housc with Crothers, Dean DBriggs and Arlo Batces; the mecting at the Union;
and the tea at the Bishop’s with Celonel Higginson, Next, may 1 bother you
to ask your butler to send me the owo shirts which 1 left behind? #

| In the early summer of 1906 Bigelow, as a guest at the White House,
| was “deligheful . . . easy as an old shoe . . . and no bother at all in
the house,” as the President reported to his son Kermit.™
The Age of Roosevelt, marking the fivst decade of this century,
proved to be the best years for Theodore and Sturgis. As Roosevelt
left the White House for extended travcls in Furope and Africa, Re-
publican supremacy eroded under his successor, Prestdent Taft. Dem-
ocrats gained control of Congressin 1910 and cven the veteran Senator
l.odge faccd a hard fight for re~clection in his home state. Bigelow’s
warning to Lodge, as the Rooscveles were sailing home in June 1910,
| scrved as a prophecy: “Keep Theodore out of politics at any cost, if
i you want him to be President later.” ¥ Annoyed by the ex-President’s
judicial radicabsm regarding social legislanon, Bigelow roared at
Lodge: “Why in thunder did he go out of his way to kick the Supreme
Court’s tail just at this junceure? When you want a man to ask you
to his house, you don’t begin by making disparaging remarks about his
housckeeper’s honesty.” ™
As the election year of 1giz set in, Roosevelt’s alicnation {rom the
Taft forces placed a strain on the personal relationship between the

* 3 July 1902, Murakata, p. z02.
“ Rooscvelt papers, 1.C,

*1bid.

* Murakata, p. 321.

“ ¢ November tgio, {&id., p. 323.
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ex-President and Senator Lodge. This came 1o 4 head when Congress-

man A. P. Gardner, Lodge’s son-in-law, challenged Roosevelt to a
debate on the principal issues of the campaign, It was Bigelow’s turn

to mediate between lus pohitician friends, Bigelow gladly offered his
annex at 56 Beacon Street for Roosevelt’s headquarcers in Boston. “lt

was good to have you here, It has made me ten years younger, If we

de not win today I am afraid it will be from unseen mfloences.” *
While enconraging Theodore, Bigelow gently admonished Lodge: !
“ITe spoke scveral times of Gus [Gardner]’s attack, Not for its for-
midable character — he does not seem to think it formidable — but

from the — ‘er t#, Brute!” — point of view. — He was evidently sur-

priscd and hure.,” * The Republican split, ending in Roosevelt run- |
ning under the Progressive banner, helped assure the Democratic vie-

tory in November, Roosevelt’s electoral defeat, however, did not
change Bigelow’s hospitality, for the Doctor wrote to Theodore on

15 November 1g912: “GGood! — Come to your regular abiding place,

of course. ‘Se mefier de la concurrence deloyal” We did prewy well

for a party three months old.” ** Bigelow happily rcported to Lodge: ,
“T.R. came and went. Ile was apparently never better. You never
said a traer thing thao that he has no spilt milk ju his life, He is always |
just as much nterested in the nexe thing as if the last one had never
existed,”’

In t913 another crisis 1n Japanesc-American relations flared up as
the California legislature debated an anti-alien land law, prohibiting |
alien ownership of land, specifically aimed at the Japanese. Roosevelt
wrote to the California Progressives about the matter, “but not with
much hope.” The ex-President complained 1o Bigelow: “It is just
like the situation six ycars ago, only Wilson is not taking hold of it
the right way, and meamwhile Taft has done what he could to tangle |
thingsup. . . . Wilson now puts a2 premiom on California acting by ic- |
sclf by announcing to her, through Bryan, and in his own Ictter, that
she has the power to act, and yet not offering any altcrnative.” ** Bige-
low wished, “for the sake of all concerncd, that you [Roosevelt] were
m charge.” " Lodge argned that this was an entircly different case as !

“ 20 April 1912, p. 344.

“p- 343

“p.35.

¥ ¢ lanuary 1913, pp. 351-352. :

“ 30 April 1913, Roosevelt papers, LC.
“ 5 May 1913, Murakata, p. 361.
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the California land law did not viclate any weaty rights. The Sena-
tor realized that the real question the Japanese were raising was a much
Jarger onc:

They take the pround that we must not discriminatc against them in a
gucstion of admitting them to this country as immigrants or in any other way.
This 38 a matter of policy and expedience. No nation can concede for a mo-
ment as a general proposition that any other nation has the right to impose 1ts
citizens upon them. We can exclode anybody we choose to exclude . . . The
American people are not going to admic Chinese, Japancse, or Malays, or people
of Hindustan to this country. . . . I think exclusion should go much further,
and you well know my vicws about Luropean inunigration, but in the case of
Asian imiigration there is the further objection that it involves race problems.
We have one race problem in this country, which has been with us for a good
many years and has been a pretty expensive onc. I do not want another. %

While Bigelow feared that “Wilson might flonnder into a war wich
Japan,” ® Lodge expressed his dissatisfaction: “If this administration
would only have the sense to send our Fleet to the Pacific, as Theodore
scnt the Fleet around the world.” * |
Admitting that Lodge’s Jogic was “as clear as a bell and made the
cross purposes and confused talk of the newspapers scem cven more
superficial than usual,” Bigelow had this to say in defence of Japan:

Of course every country has got a right to exclude anybody it wants to.
| The Japanese themselves established that precedent in old days when they
! wouldo’t Ict anybody in at all. On the other hand, we established the prece-
| dent, by Perry’s expedition and what followed, that such reluctance to reccive

visitors may be overcome by force of arms cven if the process involve a com-
plete overturn of the government of the country concerned.

The real fact about it is that the Japanese, from the point of cvolution and
survival of the fittest, are the superior race. They produce more and consume
less than we do; so do the Chinese. Moreover, the Japancse have, or always
have had, the incomparable advantage of being homogeneous and able to unite
on a single, central idea; whereas it would be pretty bard digging to find an
idea on which our great, straggling, hetcrogencous population could get to-
gether. There is no single interest which they all have in common.?!
Degpite his lifelong association with the Japanophile friend, Scnator
Lodge remained a persistent foc of Japan. It was Lodge’s idea to at-
tach an amendment to the 1907 immigration law, aothorizing the

“Lodge to Bigelow, 5 May 1913, Henry Cabot Ladge papers, Massachusetts
Historical Society, lioston,

" Murakarta, p. 361.

" Lodge, 1bid.
® 21 May 1913, Murakara, p. 365.
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President to refuse admission to any alien bearing a passport to Hawaii,
Canada, or Mexico and thus scaling the “leak™ of Japancse immigration.
In 1912, a plan to scll a large tract of land aronnd Magdalena Bay in
Baja California to a Japanese syndicate moved the Senator to advance
his famous “corollary” to the Monroe Doctrine, designed to prevent
transfer of strategic points in the Western hemisphere to private com-
panies that might possibly be controlled by foreign powers. The
National QOrigins Act of 1924 completed Lodge’s policy of total ex-
clusion of Japanese from the United States.™

Bigelow understood the cssence of Buddhism as “kindness and help
to others.”” “Buddhist morals are — Love your neighbors better than
your self.” ® Unfortunately, his Buddhist principle seems te have had
litele spiritual influence on his political friends, “ ‘Buddhism and Im-
mortality” has just come,” President Rooscvelt wrote in acknowledg-
ing Bigelow’s published Ingersoll Lecture at Harvard University in
1908: I shall read it forthwich, I shall like it of course.” ** It i1s hughly
unlikely that Roosevelt relished esotcric Buddhism, but at the sug-
gestion of Ivederick C. Shattuck, Bigelow’s doctor friend, he cn-
couraged the semi-hermit 1n Boston to “write that book about Bud-
dhism. It would be a great misfortunc if the one man fic to deal with
the subject should not leave a book upon it.”

Dr. Bigelow ncver wrotc another book, but presented a series of
“communications” at the Academy of Arts and Sciences, of which he
was a member, in the winter of 1913-14 on “The Method of Practis-
ing Concentration and Contemplation, by Chisha Daishi, translated by
Okakura,” “Details of Buddhist System,” and “The Relation of Samaji
to the Normal Waking Consciousness,” of which the first was pub-
lished in the Harvard Theological Review (April, 1923). Only his
correspondence with Naobayashi Kaneyo (later Keien}, the Japancse
abbot of Homyo-in Temple, reveals his spiritual life, which deteriorated
progressively with the dechine of his physical health,™

“ John A. Garraty, Henry Cabot Lodge: a Blography (New Yark: Alfred Knopf,
1953), pp- 406-407.

® Murakara, p. 83 and p. 498,

# 3 November rgo8, Rouvsevelt papers, LC.

* 10 May 1912, Morison, VI, 541,

“ Nurakata's checkiist appended to her dissertation liscs twenty-five communica-
tions from Bigelow to Naobayashi, prescrved at Homyo-in Temple, of which she
inclided sixtecn in her “Selected Letters,” Ou Bigelow’s spiritual crisis in the last
years of his life, see Murakzta, pp. 495~500,
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The cx-Rough Rider and the recluse on Beacon Hill faced che out-
break of World War I in quite a diffcrent manncr. Seized by a Ger-
man scarc, Bigelow inquired timorously of Theodore: “Are they [the
(Germans| hkely to declare wear, or shall we wake some morning and

-2 57

find them in chargesr When Colonel Roosevelt was refused per-
mission to raise and lead a division n France, Bigelow wrote to Lodge
despondently: “By preventing his going, the President has apparently
cut off the last chance in sight for the Allies,” ** Unable to go himsclf,
the ex-President sent his three sons to the frone. In his lase letter to
Roosevelt, Bigelow praised “Theodorc’s refusing to give up the com-
mand of his troops afrer he was blinded” as “onc of the most heroic
things in recorded history.” ®

The former President died quietly in his sleep on 6 January 1919,
“This is very bad for us and for everybody,” Bigelow wrote to Lodge:

He was an absolutely honest man and he had the highest ideals and always acted
up to them, He was perfectly unselfish, He was sincere and real through and
through. "I'hcre was not a shade or trace of sham, hypocrisy or pretence about
him. Whatcver he found to do, he did it with all lns might, His energy was
ircredible. That, T take it, was what killed him. If he had been able to sit
still instead of going on that ill-faccd South American expedition, he at any
rate would not have picked up that fatal microbe down there, which I suppose
| was at the bottom of it. His one thought was what he could do for the country
| —. . .. Jt's not clear what we are any of us going to do without lnm.%

Lodge wrote to the surviving friend of the funeral which the lacrer
could not attend for illness:

I was asked to come to the house, where they had just a few for a Jittle service
as Mrs. Roosevelt did not go to church, She sent for me to come and see her,
and manifested so much affection and feeling at seeing me thac 1t rather broke
me up. She then took me aside and told me about his last days and hours and
she said: “1 want you pargcularly to tell Dr. Bigelow that I did not forget the
tallc he and T had about the wse of morphine, and after he had two or tlwee
slcepless mights in succession, we gave him morphine the night before he died
so that he was able to go to sleep and forget his pain.” She said, *I am very
grateful and 1 want Dr. Bigelow to know it.” It is an absolute desolation for her,
and I think the country fecls it enormously.®t

“"15 March 1917, Murakata, p. 423.

® 5 June 1917, pp. 425—426.

25 June 1918, p. 450.

"6 January (919, p. 454

" 10 January 1919, Lodge papers, MIIS.
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Bigelow was “profoundly grateful for your niotc abour Mrs. Rooscvelt
and morc glad to get it than I can say, as it makes me feel as if T had
donc something, even indirectly, if not te help him, at any rate to
make him more comfortable.” *

Scnator Lodge survived Theodore Roosevelt by five years and Dr.
Bigclow survived Lodge by twao years, Today Bigelow is remembered
by his compatriots for the collection he gave to the Boston Muscum of
Fme Arvts and as a “Friend of Rooscvelt and Lodge,” as one of the
obituary headlines put it at his death on 6 October 1926. It is true
that Dr. Bigelow did not leave a notable legacy in the naton’s po-
litical history as his two famous friends did. This, however, Is no
justification for oblitcrating his memory. When the nation is forced
to re-examine some of the basic premises and attitndes advanced by
such carlier leaders as Roosevelt and Lodge in its relations with the
rest of the world, and those with East Asia in particular, would it be
an entirely profitless undertaking to recognize the far-sightedness of
their less known friend, the discoverer and introducer, in his unostenta-
tious way, of the art and religion of the Fast? For a truc and signi-
ficant rclationship between the East and the West can never be
established by force, threat, or cxclusion, bur through deeper under-
standing and appreciation of cach other’s cultures, Dr. William Sturgis
Bigelow’s ife was, as the memorial by his Japanesc grave pur it,

Distinguished by high thoughts

And good deeds, by understanding

And by the gift of sympathy.,

e was cverywhere beloved

Andhonaored most by those who knew him best,

The author gratefully acknowledges the kind assistance cx-
tended to her by Dr. Howard Mumford Jones, Professor
Emeritus of Harvard University, in reading and correcting her
manuscript for this article and by Dr. Walter M. Whitehtll,
Director of the Boston Athenaeum, in taking her unpublished
dissertation, “Selected Letrers of Dr, William Sturgis Bigelow”
(The George Washington University, 1971), o Harvard Uni-
versity 1ress.

© 13 January 1919, Murakata, pp. 455-456,



CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE

Marcer Frangoxn, Associate Professor of French Literature, Lsneritus, at Har-
vard, has written many bools and articles and is the editor of a2 number of
sixteenth-century French texts. His article “On the Rondeaux of Christine de
Pisan™ appeared in the October 1973 issuc of the Harvarp Lisrary Buii kN,

Parcie Horrr, Curator of Printing and Graphic Ares in the Harvard College
Library, Ezzeritas, and JHonorary Curator of Asian Graphic Arts of the Wil-
liam Hayes Fogg Art Muscum, founded the Library’s Department of Printing
and Graphic Arts In 1938 and headed it untl his retirement in 1068, His pu-
merous publications include fourteen contributions to previous jssues of the
Haevary Lingary Busaenn, and he was the subject of an article by Peter A,
Wick, “Philip Hofcr, Scholar-Collccror,” 1n the issue for July 1968,

ARmo MuURaRaTa is now associated with the Kyoro National Museum. Her
dissertation 2t George Washington University was on "“The Selected L.etters
of Dr, William Storgis Bigelow,” and she contributed “Lrnest ¥, Fenollosa's
‘Ode on Re-incarnanion’” to the HArvAry LiprarRY BULLETIN for January 1973.

Maper PoTTer began her research on John Donne while assisting her husband,
the late Professor George R. Potter, in work on the 10-volume edition of
Donne’s Serwions which he and Evelyn M. Simpson edited for publication
(1953-62) by the University of Galifornia Press. Mrs. Potter continued her
work on the Dobelt manuseript while a Scholar at the Radcliffe Insctute from
1065 to 1967.

ARTHUR Birwon Tourterror, who has been Vice-President of the Columbia
Broadcasting System since 1968, is a member of the Harvard Class of 1935 and
of the Board of Overseers’ Committee to Visit the University Library. His
books include The Charles (a volume in the Rivers of Amevicn series) aud An
Auntomy of Awerican FPolities; his activities in broadcasting include cight
years as Associate Producer of The March of Time.

Janmes . Warsw, Keeper of Printed Books in the FToughton Library of the
Harvard College Library, has contributed to five previous jssues of the HArRvARD
Lisrary BULLETIN, nost recently in October 1969, when he wrote on “The
Querela Pacis of Lrasmus: The ‘Lost” French Translation.”

I12

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIIl, Number 1
(January 1975)



