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The Nashoba Plan for Ren1oving the 
Evil of Slavery: Letters of Frances 

and Ca1nilla Wright, 1820-1829 
Cecilia H ele11a Pay11e-Gaposcbki11 

( C oucJ11ded) 

NASHOD/, IN PROGRESS 

The next letter., dated ',: l\1cn1phis "\'.' est T ennessec Dec~ 1 H 1 8 2 5, ,i 
js add resscd to ,i l\iliss lul 1a Garnett to the care of Charles '\'ilkcs Prest .. 
of the Ne,v York Rank Nc,v York'\ it is signed c:,F "\\1.'' The :first 
poition deals ,vith posra] difficulties, regrets 3t separation, and the yalue 
of "son1c fixed ~u1d steady occupationJ'; the concluding portion reports 
on Kashoba: 

I 1nust def er to other n1on1ents n1y oh.~en~ation.~ on this state & its cfrizcns. 
l h~ve m'1de a sm~ll purchase of fand 15 n1i1cs fro1n this ]hr]e, .settlement on 
·vvoU river & about 5 frorn tht Indian line~ - It promises health, bcjng dry & 
rol1ing & second rate only as to rjchness of soil- This j~ a point but too rnuch 
neglected by A1ncrJcan settlers, \\rho plunge into the fat river botton1 & hunt 
out sickness from J\1 ichig~n to the GuU of 1''t'1ex1co. This state is one of the 
IllOSt favored jn the Union -Al,undantly ,vatcrcd by n~ndgablc streams flo":--_ 
ing jn gl] directions & affording al1 varjctics of soil & 1nany of c]jmate. - 1\·1ost 
of rhe productions of the north c::i.n he raised in perf cction & the southern 
stap1c of cotton finds in this \\'Cs tern district ( a late purchaS"c fron1 the Indinns) 
a sun sufficjently genial & a .soJl peculiarly npt. -1"hc singufor drought of the 
sun1mcr has been protracted thro the-. fall. I ha,;:e hi red /here/ some cabins 
,vhere I a"Tait n1y sister & f ritnds f ron1 Hannony /by the first stca111boat/. 
Th.is ]ittlc settle1nent ( supported by the Indian trade) suppEes one fnn1ily of 
Jdnd neighbor~ - the chief merchants of the p]acc But I shall describe thing~ 
& peop]e hereafter~ For the present thi~ much-J\.1r Fhnvcr •rn can1c bcre to 
aid 111e in the choice & purchase. of Jand & 1naking contracts for the building of 
our first houses; & is now· gone to J nrlfo.n:1 to bring dov .. rn C'...amjlla & his f ~1nHy 
together ,vith provfaions cattle &c l Tide up from tin1c to time to see progress 
& direct ,vhere to chop trees & ,vhere prrscn~c thc1n &c &c and preserve 
1ny soul in patience until my gond frjen ds arrive. - \\ 7 atching the l\-1issfasjppi 

For Georgi:.: FJo-,,.v-cr, scr.: note 31. -above, 
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n1ost anxiously & praying foT the dse of the lipper ,vaten-. God bless yon 
]ovcs. Con1municate this Jetter to dear Sarah t!o to ,vhon1 I shall address n1y next 

F \V-
I shrj add for your sa.tjsfo.c [ J that l am in posse.~sion of more con-
.firn1ed r l n J have ever enjoyed in 1ny lif C & the .. win [ 1 
here being 1nociernre I rhin k 1 have a fair chance of preservjng it. The se-
vere jttack of the lungs (n1orc severe th~n I had kno,\Tn for n1any years) 
,,ych seized 1uc ~t the approach of the last spring in \V-ashington frorn the 
unusually chiU ,vetne...r;;;s of rhe season ( ahvays bad in that city) "'arned n1e 
tlmt I cd ill Lear a too sever~ or moisr d1rnate & rhnt to enjoy healih in li".uropc. 
I shd have to seek the sun & the Austri~n~ /in Italy/ or the sun & the inquisition 
jn Spain. -The sun1n1ers here tho~ longer are less intense in heat tban in the 
Nortll Eastern .stntcs - ,'i_r e "Jre only 011 the verge of \\'hat nrn.y be c~Ucd the 
southern c]in1ate of North .A1neric~. ,,re bave frost 1ce & even sno,v tho 
of short duration & broken frcriueo~ly Ly \Varm suns & mi\d airs: TI1e last 
three days h11ve been severely coJd & I in1agjnc to the North & Easnvard 
there lrns been sno\v. -

F are,vcl dear friends all I press you to iny heart fondly- F \l\1 

N enr] y six ,veeks later the ,,, right sisters '\'er c .still separated; a ]ettcr 
signed ,a{:an1iHa'~ and ~ddre.~scd to '' i\1aden1oisclle Julia Garnett Pa-
villon Chardct sur la Cote au 11avre/' is dated "~.\lbion Illinois Jan~~· 
10 th 1 826. i, The porrion dealing ,vith An1erica 1·cads as f oHo,vs~ 

And nff\V dear-est friends l n1ust turn tu our o,vn affairs. & first expfoin ho,v 
I aut here ·whjic Fanny js .still at i\1crnphi.s a dtstancc of 400 1niks by land~ 
J rncnt1oned in a Jetter fron1 Harmony sent via N Orleans & in a subsequent 
one fro1n this place addressed to the care of h1lr l\iilkesi that -at F~s Jcqucst 
J had consented to forego the f:ttiguc of cxp]oring Vlith her the state of Tennes-
see in quest of the n1ost eligc2blc situation for our e.stab1ishtncnt & it is no,v 
about nvo n1onths since I leilrnt they had -selected & purchased h1nd on the 
ChickasA.,v bluITs in the vicinjty of \Volf river - lnlnlediatcly after t!1c purchase 
she returned to N::i.shviIJe to mal~e the uecessary -arrangements for cornrnencing 
the clearing of the fond! building cabins &c On her rclurn to the little to,vn 
of lvlcrnphis [ 5 n1i1e-s distant fron, our purchnse she hired a srnri.H d"i.vc1ling 
,vhcrc she describes herself as very con1fortably quartered & an,ply supplied 
,vith nil the nec-ess~rirs of ]ife ,vhil her ~mfob]e neighbours a 1'1Ir ~nd i\-irs Carr 
sho,1·ed her tnat hospitable & friendly attention for ,v t:h Atnericans '1S a people 
are generaUy distinguished. You \viU rendily believe n1y first in1pulsc ,v~s to 
join her in her so]itude, for our amfohle friend l\1r Ylo\,rer as soon as he s~1'\' 
her con1fort~bly established in her little d,,·clling & provided ,vith a bhtck girl 
as her :-1ttendru1t <--} left her to superintend ,vork1ncn cng~gc:d in our service 
& hastened to rerrain his ,vife & fan1ihr & make the necessarv arrangerncnts for 

0 r r 

S;)rah Bayley~ sec note 40 aborr. 
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the transportation do"'n the ri .. ·cr of his contribution to\vards the estab]ishment 
in the ,vay of livr stock corn., hay & provisions jn pork & beef that are to 
(---}/keep us & our b]acks/ for the first t\veh 1crnonth at lea.st~ But 
for tl1Js transporracjon it is requisite the ,vatcrs of the Ohio shd rise ,vh they 
h.avc hitherto most pcr,·cr~cly refused tu do & crwing to the continuadan of the 
unp:1rralleled drought for I tnay s'Jy 'Wjth truth it has not r-ained for two days 
togcth er Sl n cc th c rnon th of ,\ f n y la st, ,vc & our stores arc kept prison c rs here 
for to rittcmpt a land jo11rney at this se~.son of the year & on horsdrnck is ,,rhat 
I 1,vrl if possjb}e a,,oid especially after the cxperienc~ of A-Ir Fio,ver~ lvho hns 
been an ]nvaiid e\'"Cr sjnce J,i~ ,u·th'"1l1 in c..::onsequcncc of u cold caught on bis 
journey hither & rl,o~ no"r cot1valescent i.ve hav·e entert;;1i ned sedous apprehen-
sions for bis: lif c - Ilcsitics nO\\' that ,.,·c urny look c~ch succeeding day for 
the '-V~ters to ri~e ,v]1en by r~kjng steam boat at Harmony or its jnunedintc 
vicinity ,vc n1ay be transporl'c<l to j\f en1ph1s in 3 6 !Jo10-.r ,ve feel it ,va be irn1-
tiona1 to ntten1pt any other 1nodc of conveyance -

In the nlean tin1e F~11ny sends{-}/n1e/ letters full of encouraging & sanguine 
expecrarions. l-Ieaven grant these nrn.y be re'11ized ! tho' I ,,•jU confess to you 
n1y loved f ricn<ls th~t I soinetiines have forebodings of disappointn1cnt to con1e, 
but as J\1r Y\lilkes ~1 oh~erves in a recent letter, ''I a1n ass.urcd you \\!i-1 not have 
rested jn peace l.Vithout n1aiing the cxperi1nent & choJ I have no uel1ef \Vhat-
cvcr in frs success I sinccrdy \\·ish you all the satisfaction your ardor & en-
thl1siasm in a good tho"' hopeless cause so ,:vell deser\'e' 1 - I have not his ] ettcr 
beside rnc hut this is its tenor as nearly .1~ I can recollect. 

Sh0 the loss of these certificates~~ involve the conscqucnc-cs I apprehend 
it 111urt of necessity f:in thro\ but c\rcn that contingency ,v-d not approach /us/ 
to Europe 1.vh js the htst phu:e in the ,vDrld in 1.l.rh l shd seek a livelihood - No 

Hannony ,vi:.1 in that case be our resource & -rertrng plaee & one that I ca 
]ook to ,vfrh infinhe satisfaction & really believe it w•il add so1nc years to the 
lif c of our mnfoblc friend l\1r O,\·en ci:E he enuage Fanny's talenhi dis~e1nin~ting 

Cl T 

his system throt the \Vorld - You ,dH hflYC 1carnt f ron1 i\.1r "\Vilkes the jeopar~ 
dy in ,vhich Fanny had re:.ison to regard her N Orlea~s funds; o,ving to the 
cxtn1vagant speculations & the sudden depreciation in that comn1odity m::3ny 
failures took place & :::rn1ongst others {as it) ,vas currcnt1y reported that of 
l\1r Nolti ~3 •. - I-Iavjng sent hin1 a fc,v \\reeks prcvjous po,\Tr of attorney 
.empo\vering hirn to sell out her stock the tcn1ptation to dro,v/n/jng then ap-
peared aln1osr irre.sistflhle e~pecir1Uy "'hen ,ve Jrnd reason fro111 an occurrence 
respecting the opening of a priv,1te letter of Fanny's ;,vh she had accidentc11Jy 
01nittcd to seal/ entrusted to his care (,vh \\'d be a story too long to insert here) 
to entertain no very high opinion of his ho11or- The Bank of Louisiana ,vas 

151 r or Charles ''i''J}kcs, sec note 13 ;1b0Ye. 
ri~ Tne fir::.t p~rt uf thi_~ lc::ucr (not prinled here) dc..=ils ,vith ccnific:ncs of property 

,vhich }13d liccn ~efL jn France and 110,v co11ld no~ be fo,1nd; there arc no fo.r<::r-
r cf crcnc-c:.~ tu then] in th is corr c:spo n cl 1'.:. f\(: c I l mt lcttc r~ f l'O~n Laf a yen: c to th c Ga rnetts 
tell of findfng the docuincnts fnld for\vard[ng them to the ,,, rjghts-. 

~::i For Nolre, see note 16 a bore; i11 Frances \:\rrjghe~ kttcr of 10 June 182:6 (belo,v). 
:s:he eanphasizes the fact th:r.it ht ,ihd,~·i;,:c,l honorably.'' 
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n1oreo,rcr said to have sufT crcd scverly & a considerable depreciation jn the 
tnrercst h~s in fact en~uerI hut ,ve ha\'f, si nee le;, rnr rh~t Nolti tho] n scYcrc 
sutTcrer had not trbsolutely f niled having been supported by a loan of rnoncy 
froin the house of the Barings. 

Our great consolation ·w~s the knowledge t.hat your little store \\·as safe ris 
j\,} r \Vilkes: ,,Tith his lls-tml pru den cc ddayed sending yr po,ver for s~i le rill ::1 

more fa,,ourable 1uonlent F- ha~ nece,1.;sarjly ~1:nt to delay the sr11c of her 
stock ttll the f unJs shil dsc - ~t lc~st to the rate at "'h she purchased.~ but 
sh<l the loss of these certificates prevent the s~Ie of our stock. vested in the 
.,t::i.te of {1': Orlc~ns:} /Lnuisian~/ she n111st neccss~ril v have recourse to (her 
---} /those/ funds ~t ,virntc-vcr loss I thank Heaven the sun1 there \vjH 
at Je'1st .suffice to clear us of all debi & that certainly consoles me for the ,vorst 
that can bef~l us -

Fanny telling n1e she hnd ,vritten to you I h::1vc :1.Ho-\vcd a ]onger inten'"~l to 
dapsc bct\vccn nl_r letters than I shil othcr\visc ha\:c done - - i\-1 y next I trust ,,;.riU 
he dated l\-ielnphis ,vhcre 1ny sou 1 is \Vcaryjng to join that dear so]itary bn1b -
So soon :3S I hear of l\1r O\vcn's arrh·al at I-Jarn1onv I sh;i1l ride do,vn there & 

,I 

prohab]y rake up my quarters there tiH the \V~tcrs rise -
)rou ,viU dcn1htless heat if yon have not alrcadv heard all that the iH-natnred 

r 

rua]ice of n n1is}udbring \\'Or1d can suggest regarding our '1ssocbtion \\"jth. rvlr 
George & [ sic J Flo\\'C.r & his ,vif c for the pro~ecntinn of this plan ,v11 he has 
had for years at heart but \Vh he c1 not ll ndcrtate ,vtthnut :such pecuniary aid 
as ,vc cac1 supply ,Fh..ilc on the other hand we cd ~s Htt1c ha. ,Tc attc1npted /it/ 
,vitl1out 1l the 1 ppliance..s & n1eans to boot ,vh he hfrs it in his po,ver to furnish, 
not to speak of his personal ,i;er\'ic-es, ,w~ l estecn1 as beJond pric~ - H c is 1norc-
0Yer one of the n1ost am1uble beings I have ever kno,vn & possesses all the 
qu:1Hfications that go to forrn :in agree-able & inreU,gent con1panion llespect-
ing his n1'.l.rnage the onlr sin h..is ,vorsr enen1y c 0 ever bring to his charge ri/Je 

arc pcrf rctlJ satisfied there \V'-15 no circum~tnnce attending Jt that c0 shocl~ the 
n1ost scrupulous n1ora]ity- tf not legally separated from his first ,~~if e { an 
odious \\'on1an1 his f1 rst consin \Vho1n he ,,·as entraJ1 Jwd to 111arry at the age of 
nineteen) divorce bejng obtained according to the F.nglish fa.\v for but one 
c11usc, trdultery & /that/ being almost the only charge he cd not bave proved 
agains:t h~r, they \Vere on1y separated by 7nutual consent she in ,vriting & jn 
the presence of accredited "'ltnesscs, r12s1gn(ed}/ing/ H clain1 over him as her 
husb;1nd "rhilc he ser.dcd upon her every farthing of property she had brought 
hin1 on their ill starred nmrrfagc ,vn secured her an tnnple i11dt!J1e11dence-. 

\:\ 1 ounded in :spirit & altnost heartbroken he passed to A rnc.rica ,vhere he \'i!as 
S"oon after,\ 1:irds f olto-wed by hts intitn~tc & esreen1cd f ricnd I\1r Birhccl u4 ,vho 
in 2ddition to the n1e1nber~ of his O\Vll fnn11ly brought alsn \Vith hin1 as the 
friend not the governess of hls daughtel's, the beautiful, the g::1.y, the ttttracti·ve 
E!iz~ _A.n<lr-c\vs ,vho ha,T/ing/ for so1ne time been in 1ndiflcrcut health hy the 

l'i-L i\·1orrjs Birkbe.::.:k { 1704-1 8.25); fnr hjs scttlen1c11t :Jt A lhion .. ll\tC1ois, sec Frances 
"\Vrjght, Vic ... 1-!1.t of Society f."lnd 1Hanncrs-i}} A1nerfro 1 ed. P:tui lt. Iltt"kcr (Ca1nuridgc: 
Jiellcrrn.p Prc.ss of J 1·,lr\·ard Unin:~r.sjty P1·c.';S1 J963 )~ pp. 136--137. 
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advice of her physicians & nt the earnest sol!icitation of her old pnternal friend 
j.S :she rcg:.1rded l"dr Il- consented to acco111pany hin1 & h1s daughters to Arn~ -
~- Flo,\·cr imnJcdiatdy hnstcncd to greet his old f rjcnd &., during their Jong 
JOU rncy together to the \\'estern country (be} had ample opportunity of scdng: 
& apprtcbting nJ l the ndmirnhle (]Unlities of his l~liza - ~rhcv 1n~dc kno,vn 
their attnchrncnt to J\1r Il- \"i.'bo r~\'cd like a nrndn1an dec1ar;d he loved her 
hi[nsclf & th~t he ,vd never consent to see her the property of nnothcr findit1g 
ho,vcver h;s sollicitadons of no ~n·~i1 & hi5 reason nt length convincing hirn "that 
hearts arc not ,von by jn~portunity'' he n naHy con~enttd to their nrnrriage, n~y, 
n1orc, countenanced it by hi_i;;-prc-~encc & gn r·e her a\vny in the plrrcc of a parent 
as there nre plenty of "l\·itncsscs to tcstif y And yet i.vithout assigning nny 
reason \\'hat ever he soon ~f tenvan-ls ~hut his door ngainst thc.m) & ,vas the first 
to sp~::tk of G Flo" 1er his once dear friend ,vb,Hn he hrrd called & Joyed ~s his 
son - an jnunor:11 nrn.n ,vith ·whon1 Ju~ c'"' no Jongcr jSsodnte "'1th [ sic L pro-
cbitncd to the settlcn1ent ·what othcr\"i.1isc jn these ,\r-cstcrn "~oods might never 
lHnre been kno"·-n that 1lc had {a) another \\'if c & appeared on the jury jgainst 
hirn in a trial Lrought agni n~t him rit his instigation for adultery & bigarny - the 
fa.ttc-r charge ho,\·ever it \V<as beyond hi~ n1.1.licc to substnntiat.e o,vjng to their 
Lclng: legally rnnrrico in this coo ntry & havjng in rhdr possession the certificate 
to that cff cct /the first ·wJ fe not appc1rj ng against thcn1/ T'he pcrsccur"1ons 
they Jrnxe in every ,va y endured it "\\'d ,.\teary you to tell, but she possessed a 
spirit that c0 hear up under all her tnncnlies ci devi~c, & as she h:1s of ten said to 
n1e - ~'out· dornc-stic f elic[ty thci r rn~]ice eel never interrupt & IlOt\l:ithstanding 
aU ,vc have endured I lrn.,·c enjoyed of hrippinc-ss that my "'orsl enen1y 
1ngt en,·y rnc" - I h:n·e no,v lrnd an1ple opportunfry of seeing & judging the 
charflctcr of this adn1ira:ble "\\'omnn \\'ho possess-c~ one of the nlost noblc 1 

Kf:1/erous-, nnd candid 'lniuds I ba"j)e ever kuou-:-n iu life~ l-Icr afiections are 
cutir~..ily centered iu her husband & children & 1r.v hi]c I adrnirc & csteen1 her as 
n1y f ric-nd I do not & sh~ll ne,·-er feel for her thrlt <-) /speci~s of I tt!Ject ion rul 
constitutes real fricnds1Jjp TF" understand cJ1t/J other perfectly & l believe 
the person in the ,,·or1J next to her husband she confides tn rnost, is n1yself & 
~he is so frank, so opc11~ so c:indi<l itl h~r disposition & intercourse. I often tc1l 
her that con1c ,vlrnt ,viJl there cnn nc,;,Ter be a nlisunder.':it:..nu.Eng /or/ conceal-
n1c~t Let ,,,een her & 1ne 

Thus nluch 111y Jove.cl friends ~s regards. this slandered yet hitherto thrice 
happy pnir, for never 1 believe ,vere t\\'u hearts so united & that too ,, 1ith d1s-
positJons & characters in n1=lny respects opposite bur each being excellent of its 
kind, this difference perhaps n1ay rnth.cr /b:.n:-e/ tended to t.:ncrense their rnutual 
affection Thi.s i, the guilty p.1ir '"jth "\\Thorn ,vc nre 1;mfa1ly associated for the 
trial of the e_~pcrin1ent in the SLH.:ccss of ,vh hy the ,vay- she has not the lrast 
faith, hut ,vhntever her huslland ,vh·he~ is her pleasure & happine~s & once 
c-ngjged i11 it she "\\'ill help it f or,v;-1.rd 1nore t 1_,.1n nny other individunl concerned 
i11 it I-lcr he.11th ho,\·e,Ter since a f c,Tcr that f o1lo\\'Cd her htc confincn1cnt (as) 
/is./ I mu p~l, neci to s-cc far other thnn ft v/as & she feels herself that sl1e i.\ 1iU never 
Ag:.-1.in be cqu,\t to the unhe,ud of exertions she ]ws undergone srnce her .fint 
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arr1va.l in th.is country & ·weB n1ay she dread entering second tbne the dif-
ficuldes & hardships of a nc\v scttk,ncnt -

No n1y s,,,cct Jul iri T ,vill never press S- B- !i~ to vjsit us on the ,,r oJf - Is-
not l\1r.s 1\1illar af tcr ail in so1ne degree-right Is she not a ,von1an that loiTes & 
seeks display & JS too n1uch de.toted to self to feel a rca\ or clistntcrcstcd aff cc~ 
tion for ~nother - but you must kno,v l1cr by this tin1c far better than I do & 
h is pcrlrnps unf nir in 1ne to advance this opinion - hut I have =ihvays f eJt she 
,vns a ,voman I couJd ne\Tcr lot~e ho,vcver n1uch I n1gt adn1ire •- I-Io\v di:ff erpnt 
fro1n the genuine si1nplicity & s,,•cet nttracti,'c nMnners of our highly gif tcd 
F~nny Ah 1ny 5,,Teet friends I n1~rvel not that all sha: f'1ll short in a com~ 
par is on ,vitb her for the tnorc I sec of lif c & ~bovc -a.H of ,vom-an kind the n1orc 
I an1 pErsuaded her equal never can & never ··will be found - ... 

1 have just recd the joyful tidings that the river is rising o\ving to the rneking 
nf the sno"r on the A l\eghany & I /am/ thll~ on the .. ving- to 1\·1cn1phis l ha vc 
also this n1on~cnt learnt that J\•1r O I.\TCn is arri·vcd at I-Iarn1ony ,vhere 1 shall 
hasten ,vith all possib]e speed~ Heaven bless you my .s-wcct friends-

The next t,vo letLcrs in this collection arc both fro1n Fanny ,~rright, 
addressed '\i i\1ade11~ JuEa Garnett~" They are printed here in full. 

NAshoba near l\1cn1ph1s \:Vest Tenoe . ..;see 
April {1\1arch> , 1th 1 82 fi 

I ,vrite you dcat· Loves f ro1n Olll' Jog cabins around ,vi:::h the axes itre ringing 
& 1111 is stirring -1 ,,Tore you shortly f ro111 .i\1en1pl1is of the atri val of C-amilb 
& the Flo\ver f a1nily in the fost days of Fcby• after a tedious & hazardous naviga-
tion in a fbt boat "\vch '.vas snagged /in the l\1ississi ppi & got off ,vith difficulty/ 

a phrase you 1nav be f an1i1far ,vith tho not ,vith the thing- Thank I-fe'1ven 
after nll our pertls disasters & delays ,Ye are assemh]ed in :snfety- Our {seven} 
/eight/ purchased ncgrocs 5 -men and 3 ,vo1ncn arrived by stca1nboat the day 
foJ!o,vi ng f ron1 N ashviile These ,vith ==i f amity of 7 a mother & 6 daughters 
reel.I fron1 S Carolina fonn our nurnbcr at prescnti & \Vitlt the addition of a 
cnrpenter & hlacksrnith ,vhom l expect dritly /& as soon ns possible a s:hocnrnker/ 
,,,c shjll rest for some rjn1c. - I had to cover thes-e & .alJ expen.~e~ jlready in-
cur red \Vi th 1 0,000 $ :rn ore th-an a third of n l y prop c.n:y. "\Vi tho ut assi s:rn nee 
by subscription ,ve must here re~t until our f~ rm & store are rhri,·ing \\'th fron1 
the Joss of so n~uch of this season tnust take z years fron1 lhis Litne. The n1en 
are all good hands, the girls~ l~o used to fidd "\vork hut more disposed to idleness 

vVc have the prospect h.o,vcvcr off c,vcr difficulties that \ 1le expected - AH 
arc cheerful & contented & a fiddle ,vch \Ve procured itnmcd 1Y for one of the 
mc:n ,vho kno,vs ho,v to turn some 1ncrry tunes strikes 11p regnlarly every 
evening. - \\ 1 e have recrl one donation fron1 a ,ve,a.lthy Qu11kcr 1nerchant in 
N c,v Yorl.: lio of goods to the an1ount of 5 50 $ to help the outfit of our store. 

r~J· S:uah IlJyley: sec note 40 ahovc. 
rA Tl1~ '~1iNCah-hy Qu~ke1· ·merclunt in Ne,\T York, 1 \Yas J ererniah Thompson ( J 784-

183 s); sec "\\' ~tern1anj op. cil. (note 2) 1 pp. I OJ ~104~ also Dictionary ()f A·nlericnn 
Rio graph)'. 
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"\::\1 c arc provided ,vith an cxcc11cnt .1ssistant for the concluctiog of this business 
a gcntlc1nan of the name of Richardson i, origina11y from Scor]and, "-rho unites 
to the invaluable qualities. of trust prudence & accurate attention to bus:in 
[ J a finely cultivated mind \\1th e•:cry liberal & generous opinion & 
senti1nent. - \:Ve found him in A1en1phis on our first arrival recovering slo,vly 
fron1 a Jong & painful i1lncss tvch had seized him a year & a ½ since jn 1\•e,v 
0 r] ea ns - 0 ur con versa tio11 & f rien dshi p first cheered his spirits & the prosp c ct 
of assisting in our undertaking seen1s to have supplied hin1 ,vjth ,vhat he ,vanted 
0n object in Hfc suiccd to his feelings & opinions. - Our ,voods at this moment 
are in the fulJ beauty· of sprjng tender verdure & fine pasture ,,icn n1akcs /us/ 
regret that our sheep & CO\\rs & cattle arc sti11 in l1linois. ~ 1 c shal1 (leave) /have/ 
a coup 1c of co \VS brought j n our next .fl at of provisions. ,vc::n ,vfrh one I pur-
chased in l\1emphis rnust supply our dairy until ,ve can send for /our cattle: in 
the auturnn or ncxr spring/ - Our land is gently undulating & hjlly .. what is 
caUed thro+out rhe great ,vesrern valley rolling~ our houses are p1aced }\vithin/ 
a ¼ of a mile f rorn the pretty Jittle \Volf ritter on the bank of '\vrh ,ve shall misc 
our ,v~shing house bathing house & dairy & ,vhcrc in tiinc ,ve shall open some 
beautiful ,vooded pnstures & retired ,,,a1ks extending our meadO\VS along the 
{ ] & tnorc \,':Ucry bottotns. - I nn1st close dear ]oves: to ,vrite as n1any 
letters of business ns ,,re can out of the budget that lies by me unansivcred. 
Rcnicn1hc-r <lc.ar ]ovcs th:it "'C arc not ladies of ]cisurc \,rith nothing to do but 
to fo1lo,v up the correspondence of friendship -I ,vish I kne\v you engaged 
in son1c pursoit that ci:I caH forth )'t energjes: & prevent yr indu]ging in n1clan-
ch ol y & vain regrets. I sec ho,v you a re \Vi th S B: & regret it n\ uc 1_1 -~ rnuc h. 
l\1rs I\'Jillar then \\'as. in part at least, rjght. Read the enclosed dear loves & add 
jn i1TI additional J sheet any thing in this not there. - Camis lovC!:. - She \1.rill 
"'rite soon & ghTe 1norc description of our property & people & business.~ 
Fareu·ei fondly.~ F\V Poor l\-lcGo,van- He drinks & that has been indaccd 
fron1 ennu;- He feH in lo,,e ,vith Julia & drank the more. Poor fello\v & poor 
hurn'1n life~ ''-'hat is it ,vorth un]es.s O\.ven can mend it! ,r ntre ]ettre rtrn lH:Jnne Fran~oise. rn\1 beaucoup touchee - Que je seos ais-c 
de YOUS savojr avec n1es chcrcs a1nies. Que je YOUS trouve auprcs d~clles a n1on 
~rrivcc an Ha,rrc - Car j'csperc fCVOlr le Ha\'"fC l)Onne Fran~oi,;;e et rne.s chercs 
-an1ies ct vous bonne Fr-an~oise. Adieu F '~'right-

Added at top of letter:} ,,..re ha\'e rec 0 safe vja N \~ork & N Or]can~ the .sm~Il 
trunk & the box of shoes. C,atn says that the 1 ::t do11s: con1ing front S B. for the 
handkerchiefs you ,vj}l recehTe in payn1ent for Cc1m,s bill of 72 frnncs-There 
,viJJ Le coming to you a sn1al1 stnn additiona] "rch "re can settle thro /vlr ''-'ilkes 
,vhen he remits to you.~ Cami~ much p]eased ,vith the glove~ -

N asho ba near J\ 1 em phis 
20 th June~ 26 

!\1 y s,vcct, kind generous friends I ,,·ish ,vealth lay ,vith they ,,·ho have 
hi:~ns to use it! Dear loves use yr n1oney! I shd be half ,vitted indeed.,_ No 

~r J arne-.s Rich~rdson hs.d studied Jncdidoc at Edinburgh; sec note 91 \Je]ou•, 
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dears yr 1111te is of use ,vhcrc it is & cd he of Httlc here. - Son1c time hcncc 1 l1ut 
I fear not /in/ this generation nloney nrny be done a\l·ay ,r..·frh - (Read the 
Harmony gazette & procure John Cr;1y's ~R patnphk::t) jn the 1ncan tin1c it 
cannot be. done ,vithont. - But let n1e rep]y to your c1nxicty to cross the 
A tlanric. Dcrir lo,Tes I cannot advise. But I n1ust at a H events say iivait - For 
you <l~~r Julia l apprehEnd th.e climr1te - J kno,,· ,vhnt yon ,v0 reply ro this & 
J a111 fa,~ f ro1n the cold counsel of sctt1ng (1ncrc) a prolonged existence against 
a happy existence~ l ,ycl r~ther see you die happy than li,·e unhnppy- so you 
.see ,vc sha H not dispute about that. But clear loves Hnnnony nlust be fixed on 
sure foundation hefore you c::tn co111e. J t '\"V1 then f orn1 a pleasant re~idence 
for yr n1othcr I too of necessity sh:111 be often there for the ,vhitc: schoo]s 
there & thE bbcl~ here ,vi11 have but one interest - You & I-Iarriet cnn then 
c1ssist us here uscf ully. N(nv in all the ,vork of clearing farn1ing &c you c<l assist 
little or nothing, & \\'here to put yr 111othcr? I-Icrc she c<l not be fixed ,vith 
con1fort to any of us - I kuoriv t hi~ ... ~viii tlJeref ore -n~~er accede to it. It 
1nust lie yet a t\velvemonth before IJianuony c~n be. s:o settled as to authorise 
your con1ing. That once settled 1 see no difficulty in disposing happily of c,rcry 
one. Ilet\vcen th.at pbce & rhis the arrangen1ent \\'ill be easy. 

For this lnst 6 n1onths dear lo,Tcs I ha\'C been on tbc verge of b:1nkn1ptcy. I 
\\ rd not ,,•rite it to y,nu -a~ l kne,v ,vh'1t \\'d have been your anxiety. -N nltt 1S 

ruin ,v3s thought to h1n;-e involved 1ninc - (In consequence of the funds pass-
ing thro his h-ands at thE ti me of the f~ilure.) Hh bills \\rere refu,ed & in coi\-
sequence 1 set" off up the rh,..er to stop rny orders there.~ I preserved a strict 
silence on the ~uhj ect~ & hoped that Nolr;js assurances mt .still prove true tho.,, 
neither l nor Tvlr \:Vilkcs: cd conceive how·. ..f'hcy have proved so~ & Pdr 
\\,.il!a~.s h:-1s recrr {neither) /nearJy / the -.vho,e sum - the residue ,vill he pr-1id 
in a fe,v months. S-a.v nothing of this - Nohi ;;;~ h~s behaved honorably, & I 
do not wish ~u-L y to thin t.:- 1 h~rl ever c:luse ro pprelu.:nd hdng in vol vc<l by 
him. - The J. .. ouisfana stock 1s no,v i or 3 pr ct ~hoYe rar. Tr ,.vill prolrnhly rjsc 
- N nhi is going to Rnrnp~ & \vjll pn,~sihly be in P,qris. If so the Gen1 (\\·iU) 
/can/ consult hin1 for you about sale jf you ,,,.ish it. - l"'he n1oncy tn1 he safer 
elsc\\·hcrc But I knO\\' not ,,, hat to advjsc - '''hen this e.srnb\ishn1ent is 
thoroughly started on a good foundation & yielding interest ,v th I chlnk ic \vHI 
(Kaod interest) in 3 yc~rs, I "'ill then consent to yr investing it here Not tiU 
then. - Ilef ore settling any thing abo1.1t the removal of your litt1c sun1 you had 
better consult j\•1r \,.rilkcs. 

I am busy -busy-busy. l -.,Tote you the exchange of s~rvices denH1ndcd 
fron1 rne at I-Iarn1ony. j\1r l\'lcLure 60 prom1~ing to outfit 1ny school ,vith 
teachers &c if l ,vill hdp thenl ,vith 1ny-presence at the present tin1c -- I shall 
go there a~ soon [ 1 I see thro' son1e business here - At present th1ngs 

~8 John Gray, A (ecture on Hunum HapphleH . r • To -u.:-hh-lJ are added Tbt:! 
Anides of l1grec1n~n, Dnn.1,,;-n Up muf Rfr.01nn1r?nded by t be London Co-opeurtiv~ 
Society (London, 182 5 }. 

ui See notes 16 and 5 3 b ov-e. 
{,J \\liJLhrn l\iadurc ( I 763~r840); see Dictionary of A1ne,·ic11n Biograp!J}·. 
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here can go /on/ ,vfrhout 1nc - Our pcop1c continue chccrf ul & happy & gro,v 
in indusrryT -

FarC\\·el Lo\"CS - H~ve patience yet~ No,v it ctl not be. Let us see our "~ay 
dear. - & not ]eap jn the dark. -

fond]y yrs F \V.-
Cmrt"s lo,1c. She h=3s opened the tavern until Hann~h's ci arriv~l- Our score is 
near1y built~ The goods ,vaiting to be put in~ 

The letter of 7 July I 8 2 6 is chicfi y concerned \Vith the possibility 
that one of the Garnett sisters n1ay co1nc to Nashoba, hut l:;-::.nny 
'''righr reports: 

I nrn about to niakc. a ride of 3 oo 1nilcs into the l11diai1 nadon & lerive this-to 
seek jn lvlcrnphis H guide & interpreter fron1 a body of Choctalvs &. Chickasc1,vs 
no,,,. there trading. J\1 y bu~tnc.ss regards some ncgroes offered n1e for purchase 
I..y the A1ncric:1:n agent stationed in the nation. 

Our store i~ open & tavern. 

She also suggests that~ if one of the sjsters con1cs~ she bring ' 1a piece 
of sJollt can1bric n1uslin - percnle/' also three looking g]asses, and 
beads, ,vhich "rtrc nn ardclc of tr~de ,vjth the Indians," as ,vel1 as a 
1 'f C\V chca p neck silk hanM\ 'J pincushions~ bags, baskctst etc.. Can1illa 
adds a request for t"\YO "pieces of pink gingha1n,,' Htt?vo doz.en ca111bric 
han<lkcrchief si' and other su pplicsi including gloves., t,vo dozen toorh 
brushes, and "a Scringc. :11, 

H .. clcvrtnt portions-of the next r,v o ] etters deal for the n1ost parL \Vith 
the hea1th of the ,, 1rjght sisters: 

J\1is.s J u!1a Garnelt 
cttre of Ch:lr]cs \:Vjlkcs Esqr 
Ne,v '\~ork 
Redirected : 
aux soins clc i\1r Jc Iforon I.Jydc de Nc1nTil1c 
No. 73i rue du faubourg du Roule 
a Paris 
f Postn1arked October 29, [ 826] 

Nashob.a August 20th 

Since ,vriting to you last n1y. loved friends n1y tin1e lrns been 1nost painfu11y 
engrossed in attending our d~ar Fanny during a severe attack of fever ,vhich 
for ten days kept us ~11 in the greatest anxiety & alarn1 on her account -1.~his 

u Unid~ntific-d; m~ntioncd also i11 Jetter of 12 ...--'\pril I S15 abo,:c, 
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illness: ,~'"c1s in pf:ltt brought on by the mental & bodily e}.'.ertt(Hl she '\.Vns (---) 
/caUed on/ to n1ake dul'ing her \1jsit to I-Iannony \\.'here her ta1cnts & jnfiuencc 
had no sm~ll shrire in .settling mnny impnrtant matters re]:]tive to the jntcre~ts 
of the School ~nd Society thcrcT - On {our) /her/ return ho1nc in p1:1cc of 
ta king the r~st sh-c required she exposed her.se]f too n1u[~h to the n1idd~y sun f... 
the nighdy de,vs in attending several of our people \trho \'i.rcrc sick ,vhilc my 
Bumcrous avocations as fondlndy of our tavern (pre\Tented} (,\Te havjng :is yet 
recvri no accounts fro1n Hannah) (--> prevented nlc frotn uiding her in the 
arduous tnsk, "\\'hiJe to comp]ete our disaster i\1 rs Flo,ver " 1as then but slo,vly 
recovering f ron1 the effects of a n1Bk fever tb~t f oHo,vcd {~-) the ,veaning 
her ch.i]d -

As you kno\v the. danger in aH sick11css ,vith our Fanny is the rendency to 
the disease nttacking- her he~d! & on this occasion our terror \Vas the fever 
seeding on the br[lin ,vhcrc her greatest suff crings lay & but for the skiH & yet 
1nore the r1dmirabte judgment of our friEnd l\.1r }Hr.:hnrd~on (,vho thoroughly 
understands the theory ,vhilc he has never f o1lo\vcd the practice of n1ed;d ne) 
I ~1r11 persuaded {-} ,ve c0 not have .s~yed her inv'11uable life - this -adtnirablc 
friend ,vatched ,vith inc day & night by her side & seeing at once the 11:1ture of 
the case,. trtated fr ,vith a. skiU and ability that I am persuaded ctl not have been 
surpassed by the first practitioners of the age- \"Ve have no,v the comfort to 
sec our dear hnTa1id after ten days successhTe fever so fnr recovered as to sit 
her horse & take a gentle ride for ~alf an hour & ,vhen I assure you that my mind 
is no,v pcrf ect1y relie,·ed f tom ~ll anxiety on her account you ,vj]l share my 
/present/ joy ,vithout d,vcll\ng on the terrors past ... 

Your tenderly ~ttached friend m1d sister 
Camil1a 

I ,vrite thi~ pos.tscriptun-1 dear loves t~ certify my Cun1'.s statement th::.t l arn 
alive and travelling fast into health - I have no\,_. hnd ~ince nlv ten tlavs fever 

,J 

nearlr as tnany of convalescence-I drink \Vjnc by the quart ,vrh & bark since 
the fever "\\-'rlS queHed have been 1ny elixir vitae.~ 1 shall ab~tain fron1 the use 
of n1y head & eyes -This is n1y first attenlpt at ,vriting C-ain & our excellent 
i\·1r. Richardson read or ta]k to n1c & otber times I think of our rnccting- I 
trust dear Harry \Vill arrive this ,vinter & that you ,\rill all join us next sununer, 

f\.1y love to yr mother. A cabin in our ,voods if she ,vd like /it/ cd soon be 
re'1dy -Ilut let Harry sec first. Ile quite easy about n1c -Fond love . y"~ 

1\1 is.s I-I : Garnett 
(to the care of Charles YVilkcs Esqr) 
(hrc,v \Tork) 
::1 ux s oins d c l\ {cssrs Deleport & Co 
Banq u i crs a Paris 

N:ashob~ N crvbr ] 2 th r] 826] 
It js no,v t !Jree 1110,u/:Js since I have (po) .. written -a line to 1ny Julia & Harrjct 

& tho 1 novLr rapi d1y recovering fron1 the severe effects of the nlental anxiety· & 
bodi]y s~1ff ering I hn.Yc cndt1red dudng this dreadful interval I run yet little 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIII, Number 4 (October
1975)

1"he Ar ashoba l)la,1 439 
equal to excrti on of any kind & find inr hanJ so unsteadv tbat 1 n1ust defer for 
another "\\'eel:: the atten1pt at 'J Jett er & shall novv only te11 you dcc1r loves that 
t\\'O dar5 a.f tcr \Vriti ng to yon e:1r]r 1 n Augllst ,~rhcn I first n1:lde n1ention of 
Fanny's illness-& of her then conY~lcsccru state, l ,,·as bid lo,v ,virh a ten d:1ys 
fever - the consequences ,vcre inevitnhle - Fanny in her attcnd.ince on rne 
~g:.iinsr ,v 11 I in vain rcmonstr;:1,t~d incurred a relapse ,vh our ~H11n1rnhle friend & 
only 1nedical attendant f\1r Richardson too surely predicted ,vii be far 111orc 
formidrible in Jts effects thnn her prc,·io11s illne.i;;;s. (& so it proved) for three 
n1ont hs ha,·c I seen her {--} p:-ccious lif c in in1tnincnt d.ang-er ·while l the 
greater p~rt of the tin1c fay po,vcrlcs~ beside her ( a lo\v & obstinate fever having 
s:ur:ceedtd 1ny first atuacl.::) a s:;id spectritor of (the) her sufferings ,v1 ~s before 
,vcrc chicfl y" ln the head & /fron1/ the cff ccts of ,,,_.1, she v,:i U prohnhly he yet 
sonlc tin1c in recovering. for tho' nfn-.T ah~e to join n1e ju n dailjr rjdc on horse-
back <lurjng the de1idnus season, the actcn1pt to "Titc or C\'Cn look in a hook js 
in.srrind! ... succc-cdcd by p;1in in the head & 4'1 ,veaknc~$ of sight tbnt oh]iges her 
to {forgo) fore go the alrnost /the/ entire llSC of her eyes, nor can she ride out 
,,.,-hhont a shnde over then1 this "-'cakncss tilnc r.lonc can rcn1ovc . + • 

-~{our d.C\TOtcd f fjC[l n 
C:1n1il la 

l\'hT & /\f rs F]O\l'er are absent on a yjsit to Illinois 6: as the old gcnrlcn1an talks 
of returning to Eng-0 it is n10st probable his son ,vill find hin1&clf obliged to 
return to his hon1e t() superintend rhei r uni red property. in \vh case "~c shall 
lo:-ie then, (in) .=i~ ~ssistants (to) in our unck·rtaklng- J\1 r Richardson re:111~ins 
·with us I trrn,t for lift: - ,,,ithout. his unren1in1ng c~re & adn1ir-able skill F n1n1.,v 
our belat,cd Fanny ,Fa ha,Tc been no,v ql]ict in her grave~ & I as:leep beside her -

A letter of 8 Dcccn1br.r 1826 fron1 c~n1i1la \;\/right to Julia Garnett 
reports further 011 conva lcscencc: 

... 1r ou ,d11 ere this rc:ichcs you ha vc learnt fron1 f C\\' lines Fanny sent 
by fost \\'eeks po~t to the de:ar Gen 1 th:at '-Ve continue to prog;r~ss in our re-
covery S- tho• .i;he still continue~ to 5ll ff e1- fron1 ri rend ency to pain in the he3d 
& eyes & c.1nnot use the latter either for ,vl'iting or reading ,vithour an Jm-
n1edi~te .~cnsntlon of ·v.:--cakncss she has fr,H1:1 a state of cn1aciation such as I 
nc\Ter bcf ore behc1d, re-covered a f ~r gre:-.ter portion of Ae~h than .~he had 
pre·vicJus to her ill ncss - '''hik I :nn still thrcr1tcncd ,vhh occasion~ 1 (~- ) 
/tT\Tisitings/ of the. chill & fever in "\,,h 111\7 illness re.-n1in~tcd I have. for the la.st .... . 
three ,veclis M1ccessfully comhnred the cnc1ny Ly Lhc profuse & daily use of 
baths & I :1111 no,v nm king d~iJy progrcs.s to,~'ards a con1pktc restonnion to 
health- 0 .. 1r dear F::H1nv fron1 the causes '1hn"e mentioned js reduced to the 
necessity of djcratlng all she is desirous of con1n1itti11g to pr1per & h:1s in this 
rnanncr n::-ccntly conlpleted n document relative to our future proceedings 
here, the nature of ,vr.::h it \,;.•ere impossible to convey by letter & I rnu.~t thus 
ref er vou rn,,. Jen Ted friends to the puh1ic pnpcrs {in ,vth ) for the grntification 
\,,-ch I fee! ns-_~-ured its perusal \VHl afford you & you may rest ~ssuren that 1 shall 
not fail to send you a copr by the: earliest opportunity- It ,,,ill also p]ea~·e you 
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to lcnrn that .i;he at [sit] present engaged in cotnplcting the second part of her 
Epicurus t12 "' 11 she conHncrn . .:~cl <lnring her ]a~t ,vinters ~oiitude in J\1en1phis1 & 
so gready p]e::1sed v.:rcrc our I-Iarn1ony f ricnds ,,·ith its perusal & so urgent h1 
their entreaties that she "' d continue /it/ th~t during her visit there {last1 this 
sun1mer she p.ro111ised to furnish their G112ettc ,vith the future !\Tei$ of the ,vork, 
& in order that the publ;c: niay not lose the thread of the n@rratt v-e & its reasoning 
they are present [ ~ic} eng~gcd jn reprinting 1 he first part a 1'1(1 appearing ":-cekly 

AHucHng to Harmony le~d~ me to quote /a/ pas.sage Fanny ltttcly dictated in· 
(a) /1ny iast/ letter to our dear 1'1.othcr r.?. ,vri \'dU at the satnc dtne convince you 
th flt your observation ,v:1s correct ~s re~pt,cted 1\1 r Ow·en c.:--1 ,..,,Then you observe 
in one of your late letters that ho·wever 111saue the "\\'orld nrny think hin1'.I you 
"'jil not A.ccedc to this decision tiU as-surc<l it j5 \VCll founded....:_ r 

~ii must reply j n per~on to y:-observations rcs.pecdng J\·1r O - You llre in 
error & I ,vus in the san1c before I f...~1ew him- ,..very few do kno,\' hi1n a 
f c\,' ,vords cxpiai ned to n1e at once the A1 an & hls object & sutisficd 1ne he is to 
jnAuence the condition of m:1nkind than [sic] any indi vidu~I th~t Jrns c,rcr 
existed~ i\-1r 1\-lcCh.1rc ,vho possesses one of the soundest he.ads 1 have met 
,vith, "kno,vs him as I do & holds the same opinion of him & his prindples -. 
this ho\vcvcr understand - /vly f cclings here have in vie,\' the principler not 
the i\1an~ no change jn my ~entiment~ to\vards the latter cd ever afI cct 1ny vie,v 
of the truths ,\Tith "\1i.:rh his nanle \\'ill hereafter stand connected - J\1y rnothcr 
kno,vs that 1 have seen enough of Hfe & of men not to fonn a judgment lightly, 
,.vh-cn no pcr~onal feeltng e:xisted to l1lind n1c - The principles tldvocnted by 
O,ven ~re to cbringc tnc fa.cc of this ,vorld ~s ~urciy as the sun shines in the 
hc::nrcns - this js; my cflim opinion it docs not rest upi>n the 1nln but on the 
prjncipies ,vith ,v~11 that n1an stands connected~ ch~sc principles bave been 
11iinc ever since I learnt to think & in opening ro you the secret prolects of 
Q\vent I shall h1vc to open als.o my o,\tn ,nind- Not even to you djd 1 ever 
disciosc some opinjon'.i in ,vth I never expected to find sy111pathy, or conceived 
they c:nul<l ever form more than a theory~ O,ven has discovered the n1cans 
of connecting the theory \Vith prncticc. one \\Tord opened to me a nc,v ,voi-lrl 
- recondle(I HlC ,vith life, & gave me hopes for the hurnan race a-s high :1s 1ny 
f orrncr <l cspai r had been d e-c.p this is =.l 11 T en n sn r by letter - I kn O\V r OU 

"Tj]l feel convjnccd I cd not ":-The thns seriously on a nmttcr of doubtful i1n-
portancc.'' 

If 1,ve succeed in establishing /tl1ings here/ on the public footh1g ~t present 
in vic\V & procure such assist~nts as "\,·ill be re(1u1sitc for the end proposed I feel 
persuaded Fanny ,viU revisit Ji:urop~ next Spring t,vcl vc111onth -"\VC c1 not 
both he absent from the phcc for any length of tin1e & l ,\ 1ill confess the horrors 

<..: uEpicnrust~ 11:id Leen p11hlisl1ed a~ A Pe-u.-1 D~1ys in A rb1:nr; Reing tlu~ Trcansfo-
t.ion of a Greek A1anu;c.rifH discovered i11 11 e~·cu1tmeum ( London, t 82 2 ); an ~djtion 
puu\ishc<l in 1'-,.1c\"v York, 183 5, contJin5 four additional chapters ,vhich first gppe::1red 
ju die Ne-iv 11 nr111011)' Ga:z.crte. 

0~ 1cl\.1othcr'i l.!t l\1 r~. Cr-aig /\1ilhr (see note 3 ~hove). 
0 • Ro\Jcrt Owen ( r 771-1858); sec note 28 a Love.. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIII, Number 4 (October
1975)

441 

of tt sea ,royage are ro 1ne of [sic] so scrjous that to recross the Atlaruic ,vith the 
idea of aga,n returning \\'d he a]rnost too rnuch for my philosophy-

Fanny requests n1c to leave h-er the ends of n1y sheet & I must -add in reply to 
y-• q ucry rcspccd n g th c Jqo \\' crs that he is a very -arnia bk nrn n & his soci cty a 
great loss, for ns l mentioned in n1y lnst they left this some "\veeks: since on g 

visi; to their honw, fro1n ,,·hence dicrc is little probability of their return here 
O\\'J ng to the propos-ed return of the f nth et to Europe - Our nnticipations ,vith 
regard to his \\'"He have not bcc-11 so f ul1y rca1izcd she is not in any "\\'clY suited 
to fi]l anr ~iuiarion jn this estabH~hn1cnt nor docs she possess a 1nind calculated 
to enter 1nto the ·vic\vs connected ,vith it- I need not add that this obscrvetjon 
h;. for y1 sclvef alone~ ~-Adieu n1y n1uch loved friends & be1ic\·e in my true & 
tend er a ff e crion - c~ 1ni1 la 

H cnv s1o,\·]y ]eners tnn'"el dear l ... ovcs! yr last do nnt nckno,vlcdgc the f e\V 

lines ,vritten in the first intcrrcgnu1n of my fever & no,, 1 I fear you arc suffering 
under nnxicty f roJn che Jong silence cnf orced by 1ny sic kn es~~ I ,,·1sh you co. 
see me no1.v! f attcr than you ever S<J\V 1nc & fr1st recovering strength - For 
the last ,veek I ha.vt:: been cntire]y \t•ithout fever in the hca<l & n1y sight h<as 
i1nprovEd so rapidly that I (--~> give up rrty scare!\ after c<)lorctl glasses & 
shalJ no,v I think soon use my eyes as f onncrly l rej oicc to thinl:: nf you as in 
Paris near the Genl Embrace hirn for n1e :as I cannot "'rite by this po-st. - I 
,,Tot~ ta him by the last mail. -A1 r Richardson \\'"nits for our ]Etters~ Fare\\·"cJ 
d car Loves. F \V .~ 

If Harry u:'.i shrl corne here in the sprjng I 1Hny Le able to nrn'ke n1y visit to 
Europe next su1nrner or aututnn & discuss. niatter5 ,vith you aH & ~hil you dEddc 
on it Lring you hack ,v-ith n1e. ~---c11 the dear Gcn1 I ,vill .strive to the uttnost to 
sec hiin hcf ore another t'wcl vcn1onth js 01.1t. -

CoNVAT .. ESCF..NCE IN EuRoFE 

Here there is a sevcn-n1onth gap in the coHcction~ follo,ved by nine 
relatively brief letters during the latter half of 1827 aB of thcn1 ,vritten 
,vhilc l;anny ,Vright ,vas absent fron1 Nnshoha~ The first of rhesct 
dated 6 July, is a note fron1 Camilla regarding the uRnxious sollicitudcu 
,vith ,vhich she ,vas a,v-aiting Hthc tidings of our 1ovcd F"nny's safe 
2rrjval amongst you.1' A letter froni Fanny 1-:\'ri~ht to Julia Gar11ettl 
dated ''on board the Ne,v England in the British channel, 25th July 
182 7,', reports on her journey: 

... , I come to you & conlc to you in health. My last letters ,\Tcre dated in 
iVlarch fronl /on board a steam boat on/ th~ river Ohio. That change fron1 our 
mi Id to a co ldcr c li m~tc ins tcad of rcstori n g 1ny strength afH icted n1 c ,vi th 
~<lrlitional sickness. Nothing but R sea voyage sccrned to pro1nise a chance of 

"' J-J ::1 rra ct Garn ctt. 
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rcco,Tery' & re,·I ,·lng suffici~ntly to return /hotnc/ by r ] there{f) finally de-
cided that l /shd/ proceed to O dcf!ns. I have left rny C-an1illa ,vith altachcc.1 
friends & good :3s::;;i~tr1nts & jn. a. honic shr Iovcs· I kne\v too that to rernain in 1ny 
then st~te\"a have Leen only ro risk again her health by continued inl1uietude & 
to f orf cit 1ny O\\'n lif c. 1'hc e1dest son of i\1r O\vcn (Robert D:ilc O\vcn/-;•1 ,,,hose 
n~u11e you ,vjH h~ve seen mnong the Nnshoh:-1 trustees) acco1npanicd n1c f ron1 
011 r f oresr honlc. {& in Ne,\') ,,re g:lincd N C\V Orh:nns hy sreamho~t. t'here 1 
found a Scotch,vonrnn desirous of returning to her country. I hired her for 
the p;1ssage & mos.t ca ref u Uy & tenderly hns ~he nur.~ed n1e, unriJ I an1 no,v out 
of a.11 lc:.-i.dlng strings, I ,v:-1,s H fted on board this YC£sci ~t Ork:HlS on the 3 l5t ~1ay. 
For the first rhrcc ,vccks 111y recovery \\1as very gr~dull) hut (th'J.t} since that 
tJn1e rcgui:lr sen bnthing .. wirh the sea air, & co1npktc idleness h:rve dai]y added 
to n1y strength size & color until no"~ it v:0 be hard to detect in nlc an\"' trace of 

• 'o. I 

the inv:i lirl. . . , 

A letter to l-f~rrjct Carnett fron1 Ln G-rangc/1 dated \\i"edncsday 
(posrn1arkcd 17 Aout 1827) deals only· ,vith travel plans nnd European 
friends. 1'v{o days later - dated La Grange, li~riday 111orning {post-
1narked 18 f\ofu- , 827) - there is a report fron1 An1crica: 

~r he enclosed reached n1e fast' night dcCJr friends ,vfrh nvo long lcttc-rs fron1 
C:1n1 giving rnc satisfactory det~iis huth respects the health & business of 
N:-1$hnLa. ~o,,;.• th-at our correspondence is in train I f cd sornc n1cntal tran-
tp1il~ity - ·1 "he i n1rnense d lstance bet\veen us see1ns for the 111on1ent unnjhilated 
& I sec our f orcst home \\'tth tt~ smi!tng face~ of every hue aln1ost as jf I stood 
in our busy sguare. 0 Llr colored i~ssocfotc C·lrnr1onc Lari cu Gs & her f,1111ily ~re 
no,v don1cstic'Jtc<l) & coopcrnting in our vie,v:, usefully ~cti,tely & :1ITcction-
ately+ The childre;1 both o~ slaves & free nrc no,,r gathered together nr,der 
the ch-nrge of CharJotte and r ] c~1n1illa; separated from the con~ 
tmninritior1 of thl·ir pnrcnt,"i) "'ho they see only in pn.:scncc of their directors, 
& ,vaiting only the n rriv::i:1 of ~·tr Jennings CfJ f ro1n Philadelphia ( -- ) enter on 
a rcguh1r systen1 of instrnctioL1 . . . 

1\.nothcr note f ron1 La Grange (postn1arkcd 30 J\out 1 827) refers 
to Julia Garnett's in1n1incnt n1arr1rtgc+ liwanny \~' right ,vas still ill; frorn 
La Grange:. dared ~' r s.t Scpr 182 7 /' she ,vrotc: 

. . . Let n1c lunvCvt;r ans,vcr the anxiety uf hot h - th:i.t I f cd tokraG]y this 
n1orning & tbar the brightening sun :and ,varming air ,,·ith encreased care '1'5 to 

Ruben: Dale O\ven ( 1801-t877); sec Dictionary of Au,eriran Biograpf,y and 
H.khard \ Vjlliaru Lc:upold, Robert Dille O·I.1.len1 A Biography ( C:.u11uridg~: I-Ian·ard 
Univcr.~ity Ptcsss 1940; repdnt? Nc,v 1'"" ot"k: Octagori llooks, J 969). 

<· L f ) . ' a aycllC. country SC1t, nc;.ff nosr1;:,.ys Sc,nc-tt-J\'l::um::. 
l:l'l Also called .i\11j~ Lolotn~; for her d-auglrcc-r Josephine,. sec notes 89·and 91 bdo,1,.•~ 
1:~RoLert L. Jennings, an experienced teacher, mrmber of the N(nv H~nnony 

CcH1)1nunity, and Trustee of Nashoba. 
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diet n1ust soon hasten n1y conv3Jcsccncc. J\1 uch :is l fo.111ent this sep;-iratinn 
s, .. ·ct::t Joves I feel 1 a tn better here for so1ne days. + • • 

I find rny hair h~s not recovered as ,ve supposed or h nH"ning "·hire again. I 
send you a hair that \VHl prove the f [lCt. I slrnll look rnorc respectable ~s the 
founder of a society ·with grey Joc:ks + L 

On 7 Ocroher 1817, from Harro,v, F·anny \\'right addressed a lctrer 
to Julia (nO\V i\1Iad:nn_e Perrz)., though she ,vas nor ~11rc that it ,vould 
"find her in Francc/J since ''n1y Ju1ia n1ay be no"r on her ,va)T to Ger-
1nany. '~ i'\ 1ost of the letter consjsts of a c 1rough cxtra.cr1, of a letter that 
F nnny h~1d sent on 3 October to a young n1an 70 in _Paris. This reads: 

D'apri:s des circonstanccs <le fanliUe il est douteux c1ue mon j eune conf rere 
me retrouve avant {le 1110111c.nt /le n101ncnt d'crnbarquc1ncnt./ Jc nc_ 
s:au raj~ done peut-etre ch ere her une explicado11 que j\n·ais en,~isage n1ais que 
lOLHC rcll c-ction f :1.itc pourrait n:tt:trc t]u'un raffinenltnt en an1itic ttl'S super.flu ct 
peurerre ridicule. J e n1e dernande pourquoi je 11 "'a1 point su donner ·une siinpJe 
reponsc a urtc shnp!c question Ct jc me dis cine pcutctrc Vanrais SLl Li faire alors 
comn1e a present sans Ja crainre de crop dire dans un autrc sens~ dans 1'en1-
LJ.rras en fin~ ou nous jcttc pre sq uc rou1ours, ct malgrc nous, unc q uc.stion ck 
cette nanu-c. 1'i.1ais vous n1Javcz pric de n11cxpJiqucr claircmcnt. Jc vc.ux done 
nu:!ttre toute scrupu]e de C(\te en. ,·ous demandant de prendrc mes n1ots au net -
er de nc pas y chcrchcr ni p]us ni rnoins q uc Jc sens .s1rnp1c ct Jircctc. Jc suis 
Jib re de tout engagen1enr co1nn1e de toute pref crcnce et ne dois je pas ajouteri 
d1npres la fntnt:hisc ']UC j c yous ai prornise 1 que c,cst ~.v-cc pfoisir jc vous le 
dis. l\·1ais encore - prcncz ccs rnots nu j ustc - nous ne nous connaissons 
gl]ere et j e ne YOU!-?: cncbend point que je cherch~n1i~ de bten hfl.Ut€.~ qn'.llites 
<lans l'mui de I1l0n choix: - une :hue c~evc.c, des prjndpcs arrctccs, unc con-
St'1nce a toute epreuve, de Ia sens;biJite s~ns: faibl~½ de fa. douceur dins le 
cornn1crcc ck la '-'"jc ct d c. la f ern1cte d~ns lcs opinions; e.t encore - un car-
actcre I rune ct con rii,nt jncapabJc de soup\"on er de jalousie. H y '1 dl de 1n 
1:anitc n tant cxig~r? J e nc sni~. Peut~tre {il) y rr til plLttot de: J:a f ail,lcs~c. De 
toujours soulenfr les aunes n1ta trop cof1te. De tenir en frein les pa~:sions 
d'autrui s1il n1\1 ~ide i n1a1tr1ser Ie.s n1ient1es a trap use de mes forces et rlc n1a 
de. Dans l1:anc~ntissc1nc-nt de soi on j ouit du caln1c-ct de }~approbarjon in-
terieurc n1ais on n'est point heurct,x+ H y des 111on1ents quand it coute des 
efforts pour ne pas faiUir+ - quand soi n1eme nn ~ent Jc hcsoin de b syn1pa.thic 
ct du souticnt (l'unc an1c forte er indulgcntc. Sais~je 111c faire entendre? At 1e 
as~ez et p::ls trop (dire) dit? Si You~ ne m~ttier. n fa ]ecture de ccs ligncs ct du 
hon sens et d c la <l c lica tcssc - i\1 a is cc scrai t rn c d cm c ler votre carac te re 
et n1"'1nAiger un des~ppointement Jcger aujourdhui pour n1'cn cpargncr de 
plus se:deux dans J'avcnir. J\·Inis pcrn1cttcz encore que je you5" rappelle lcs 

'i'o The unnarncd fdend :ipptars fron1 tlie Garnctt 1s correspondence to h:ive been 
H cnri Dutrone ( r 796-[ 867); see Dittio1HMirc de Biographit Fra11faise1 fasc. LXX 
( 1 969)., 942 -943. 
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n1orifs qui doivcnt sculs: aprcs tout vous decider. C'cst fo. cause ct fo cause 
scule {l ui doit l'Ol1S ~ttirei-. C)e$t b conviction qui doh vou~ detern1iner fl 
rourncr ]c dos aux vicjJlcs institutions aux usages ctablis, aux intcrcts. aux luxes 
ct c..::ornn,odites de ~\1ncienne soi::iete+ Et surtout c1-est le bes.oin d\1ider lE 
progres des Jumicrcs, jetcr ks f ondc1ncnts d'unc sainc Iibcrtc ct ouvrfr I~ 
portes dJt'E;perance et du bonheur a l1" espcce hun1rtine. qui ponrra seu] vous 
1·r.ndrc proprc a Pcntrcprisc, et vous preter ks forces ncccssaires pour luttc.r 
avec toute les diflicultcs:. Exan1inez done vos 1nori fs~ -vos qualice.s. Pesez bien fa. 
valcur des chose£.; -que ·vons ;.iurez a lluittc.r, cdle des principts auxtiuelles il 
faudra vous voucr ct dcvoucr, ct surtout pcscz bicn Yotrc proprc ~:ralcur. et par 
celn j e ,·eux dire h f orcc et fa. du rec de votre perseverance. Persevcr~nce ct 
cspcrancc c~ est la dc\Tisc qui no,1:s e5t ~c.11le prop re. 1 l se trouve beaucoup 
d 'hon1n-1:es de votre age capable de s'eianccr a vcc ~rdeur, n-t:a.is pcu, trcs pcui 
capable <le. per~e\'ere n1:1~gre Jes obstacles) et: d'avancer vers le but sans dc-
tourucr Jes ycux. Jc nc chcrchc point a vous <lccouragcr. Bien loin~ J e sens 
trop Ja necessite de cooper.1tct1rs dans 1'0:u,Tc qui tn]occupc ct qui dc1nar1dc Jes 
efforts de tous k.s honuncs de bicn, pour assurer sa rcussitc, :Scukmcnt j c 
,:oud.rnL~ prc,·enir des i llusior,s ponr vous Et ,e d~.t,appointen1ent pot1r n1oi. Que 
ceux aux 111ojns qui f onncnt notrc pctit bnt=3illon soicnt pm·.r et surs. J1aur.1j 
Pair de precher un r~u trop peutetre. j\-lais }e ne veux point faire d1:.~pologics. 
Llin1portDncc. des choses lcs circon5tanccs - tout doit (m'as7!L1tcr) rne fo\lrnir 
de.s excuses et de plus je cotnpte trop sur -votre {bienvci]lancc) cstin1c pour 
craindrc <1n'clle n,e prck antre que des inrentio11s hien\'"eilbntes. 

In a Jetter of I-Iarrict Carnett on the f ollo,ving day C'Harro,v 1 8th 

Octr'') F·anny reports: 
... I find n1uch interest in 111y unucrt8 king in London & 1nuch encourag-e-

111cnt for the G :11.ctte. Ch-arh~s I Jasteyrie 11 takes {hin1) '\\'Ith /hiln/ the 
J>rospecn1s/~ in freuch ro pubHsb & I ha vc pron1~.sc.d l1J1n an expose of our 
principles & state of Nnshob~, the requis;tes indbpens:ab]e in n1en1bers &c that 
he n1ay d rculate it a1nong the frcnc.h youth. I have the prospect of -::in excel-
lent printer for our esrnbl ishn1ent. - I fear s~rah B~ n only half Hkcd 1ny stay 
,vich her in London seeing thrat I \1/as ncccs.sari1y engrossed by P. cro,vd of 
vjsitor~ from n1nrning ti U nighc And then - the setting at n~ught all the 
rnoral restraint & ,vcalth of nations of political cconon1y ! In trurh she "\\'as very 

il Chal"lcs-Ph{libcrt, Comte de Laste.yrie-Dusatllant ( 17_i9-1849 ), hrothcr-in~]8.\V 
of L~f-a yette . 

.. ,,,. atern,~n, op. cit, ( note 2 ), p. 11. 3~ ref crs to a 11circubr letter in French1 for 
distribution among her fricnds/1 but a published -version hils not been loca.ted. In a 
letter ,lated from P;aris, 10 June J 8.181 H"iirrjet Ga.rnctt \\Trites to Julia; 1;Dcar Fannr 
h ~:s sent [ ] pa per to Carnot & Laste yr jc but neh her ,~· iH publish the cont en ts 
& the gen~ told 1ne l;1st night Carnot sent him ,vord that he ,v~ pub]ish nothing ,v-ith-
out consu]ting hi1n or n1c - I nc,·cr \Vould con!ient to the publication of n1y poor 
inista"kcn Fanny's opinion/' Th•s m~y be the pa per in qucsdon. 

'j.l fra~h lli:1:yky~ sec note 40 abo,Te. 
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good natured to bc~r ,rith n1e~ - Like 1JJe I fear she docs but half. Fanny 
Trollope 74 sa.y.s onl)' tt quarter. She ,, 0n.~ to ser. out tod:-iy for Portsmouth. 
Emlly 7;~ (you tnriy rcmc1nbcr n1y n1entioning her as having ac-
companied (us) n1e fron1 Tllinoi:-; during onr first visit to Orlc-ans) passed nvo or 
three days ,vith us in London~ I think h likely she n1ay come out to us. She 
js clever & has I think good feelings - certainly 9uitc lihera] vicw·s. She 
,,,ishcs to :a.rrange so as to accon1pany you next year. Robert Da]e 7G j~ ,vaiting 
his father at Lanark, \\!ch vexes hirn I beHeve equaHy ,vjth myself as he n1t be 
of rnuch use. in London in he]pjng n1c pr-c~ch the faith. . . . 

llcf crcnccs to cF anny'"' in the letter that f ollo,vs are to 1\i1rs. F rrtnces 
Trollope~ ,vho accompanied Fanny '"l"right on the trip from England 
to Nashoha; once there, [\1rs. Trollope decided in1n1cdintcly that "" 
residence ~t N ~shoha. "~as in1possihlc." I~er European f ricnds ,vould 
Hfccl dis1n~yed at the savage rrspcct of the sccnc,'i though Fanny \::\1rjght 
appettrcd to be pcrfcct1y ~t hon1c thcrc~i1 

1,1 e ] Garn ctt Pcrtz 
On board The J~d\v~rd in the J\1ississippi 

26th Deer I 82 7 
\ 1cstcrday (Xmas) \\tC entered the mouth of our great river n1y beloved 

Julia & are no,v s,veetly gliding up it co the American (Bab]on) IlnLylon ,v th 

1\"e trust to reach by tonlorro\v noon or cvcnittg; & then to leave it by the first 
stean1bo~t for l\1emphis. I "-1rote you fron1 the Thames of my sudden depar-
ture ,vid1 our loved Fanny & her n,·o s,veet Httle onesj Henl)- ... / 8 yr acquaintance 
Hcstcr, 70 ,vho rcrncmbcrs you affccdonatcly, & a young fannet· for some: years 
;n the employ of i\fr TroBope.80 J ,vrote. you =i1so th~t it ,vas settled Trollope 
shd pay us a visit next autumn n,,eJ\'·en1onth. Hut of -nll thi~ dc~r F'fl.nnr ,·vill 
\vrit-c you 1norc in dctaH, . • . 

Robt Dale fo1lov.·s us from Liverpool ,vith Professor \ 7odkcr & his ,vjfe 
(Gcnl"rnns). 1-hey ,vcrc to ha:vc joined us in London. But our Capt giving us 

,i Fr~nces ( J\-fikon) Trollope. ( c 780--1863); for ~n :Jccoum: of her vjsit to N-as:hoha, 
sec her D01J1cstic Almincrx of tbe Aiuerica-nr, Chapter III. Her letters to the Garnetts 
:.lso contain ~n Hlumina.rjng '1.ccount of this epis:ode. 

1! In a letter datc::d from Pads 1 11 0-etober 1 S-i S-1 Harr1ct Garnett ,vritf.s: ,cThe 
l\·Hss Ron~lds k~vc Pads r.ad.:ay ... young "'omen from London of good fo1·i11ne 
... Emily n1et ,vith ranny & Cam at Harmony v::hile she ,v~s paying a: visit to a 
brother settled jn the back country ,•r'ho h:;i.s nH1rricd a fvlisSr Flo\ver.'' The brother 
,vas Hugh Ronalds. and ,aj\fiss Fio\vcr'i ,vas a sister of George Flov{er (see note 3i 
ahol'e). 

-i~ le .• RoLert Dafo O ·wcn (~tc note 66 abo,Te). 
'r." Franc-es TroHopei op. citr (note 74) . 
• Henry TroHope ( 1811-18 ~4 )1 second son of j\·lrs. TroHope. 
1~ J~thcr llust, .\1rs. Trollope's maid. 
E~ Thmn~s Anthony- TrolJopr; ( i 7 74-r 83 5) 1 husband of Fanny Trollope; see Dic-

tionary of National Riogr11J1by~ 
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hut one d~y's (of) 1,varning, "~.-,e settled it ,v;.1s better for Robt to join the1n in 
J .iverpoo] & ta kc their passage \\'ith his .f rrthcr & brothers_ They 1nust Le 
ciosc behind us. I expect n1orc valuable ~ids during the course of nexti or the 
foHo,ring yeAr .. - The young society for the propagation of our princjpks 
opened in Paris pronliscs tn prodL1cc the best rcsultsi Chnrks Lastcyric is one 
of it!-: Pn.:-\idents. T sent the1n ~n e~pose in french of the /object and principles 
of/ Nashoba -A si1nilrrr one ,rc1s dc-n1andcd of 1nc in London, & J hnvc during 
the ,roy:::i.gc prepared it jn the fom1 of a circular address to the friends of humnn 
improyement in aH countries. It is f uH & cxpHcit. I send one copy to the 
Paris society for transfo.tioni & the other t() London. - 1 shnJl for,var<l it tH 
you & y:-fric:n<l ~s soon :JS-I can get il printed.&1 It being too Jong to n1uldply 
cnpies in i\·lss. y· ou ,vHI inrnginc ho,v ruy hc~rt beats f ~stcr & faster as the 
distance bcn,iccn us & J\.1;1shoba Jessens - j\-ly imp1ttience becomes painfu]. 
F::irc,vel Love. I ]ea\'e to Fanny to spc:1.k of our 1nild & prosperous Yoy~ge. 
Farc\rel fondly. Share 1n y love & gocHl ,v1shcs \vith yr friend. - Frances 
YVright~ 

J_\_ COAKGE lN OPERATION s 

rfhc f ono,ving letter f ron1 Fanny \\T t1gh t to Harriet G~rncrt, ,vh 1th 
is printed here in fn 11, evidently ,vas not the first that she \V rote to 
her friend aft:cr Jeturning- to N~~hoba, ~tnce it refers n1ore than once 
to '~ n1y ]ast , letter l. n 

Nashobn. 1\•1'Jrch ioti. 181.S. -
I-Io-,v ,Ydco1ne i$ your letter my ]ovcd I-Iarriet! An~iously had 1 looked for 

it for son1e "\i.."eeks past. - I kno":r not ho,\r ,ny letters notifying tny dep:1rture 
fron1 London h~al nut reached you as I sent one hy the po:sr. c1~ \\'~ll as nne left 
to go ,,·ith the portntit J\il y reason for not ,vdting you of it or rather of F T's 
sooner ,vas tlrnt she requested n1c not to do it. ;\•1y O"\Vn ,vns only positively 
settled 24 hours before ] ,vns on .i.;nipboard & her\~) only five dny~; so in fact J 
c~ only have "•rjnen of it one po.st earlier than I did. She expected ahvnys 
son1cthing ,vd prevent hc.r voy~ge & \\•jshc<l it th~rcf ore not kno,\'Il or talked 
about. ·rhcrc \vas no "'ant in her of confidence in you bot 2pprehe.nded acci-
dents. J nt first used every argument to dissmide her from :111 ent<:rprjsc for 
,vr-n I thought her unfit but during tny absence in Sns.scx h-aving nearly brought 
it to Lear & she being rlecidc<l T nicied her of course :1s :1 f r~cnd shd. 'Tbc night 
,ve ,veighed anchor ,vith the cons-enc of l\·lr. ·r: the young nter H 6~ Clmt' 

ti! "Expl-anatory 1'.1otc.s re.spccting the Nature and Object of the Institution at 
Nashoba and the Principks upon \.vhich it fa founlkd: A (ldrt5S(:d to the Frjc:nds. of 
H m11ar1 I n1p t"O\r em c nt in nH Countries n l1 of aH Na ti o ns/ 1 f,,l C'T..:J H a-nnon y G '1ZC tt c 
30 January r 82 8;, alsn published in A1e'lltpbis Ad,..i.Joct1u:, cf. Perkins. and "\Volfson, op. 
cit. ( note i) p. 19~+ 

E~ Auguste l)crvjcu, Rn cx!iibitur at London g4'11c:-rics frflm 1819 to 1848', returned 
to England \vjd1 the 'TioHope!; and jlJustrated A1rs. Trollope's Do11u:ttic .A!mniers of 
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on btlard 1ea,·ir:.g the pjcnue to be for\~·ardccl by a friend. On the \'oyage I 
discovered hi1n to be torn Hy unsuited for an yrhing but his art & before our 
arrjvnl here told hjn1 that (I} such '\Vtl'S 1ny opinion. As I ,vrotc in n1y fost it 
soon ended in the p.1rty 1no1.--ing to Cincinn~t11 to ,,.ch ,ve grnTc riH the :i~·sc5tance 
in our po\,·cr. She (-a lone) Irns /a/ he~ul good enough ro correct her head. 
But enough of d1is jn \\'rfring dear Lo\'c. 

I ~rn pknscd th:it you rn·e plcnsed ,vith Dutrone. 8l The latest n-e,vs I hirve 
f ron1 h11n js n Jinc brought n1c by Uoht Dale {ro1n Londo~l. l,herc is so1nc 
111ystcry rn this (~reek c·xpcd1don ,,,ch gives n,c .<:.-ome di~quiet+ I sent him let-
ters ,-it his requt::st pre,·ious ro iny kavjng EngcC for English naval Connnanders 
in the L.c,·anr strttion ,,r,.:h I obt~incd thro Joseph 1-l urnc 8-:1: & IHaguirc ( our old 
acqu~int~nce a~ \vildly Iri.,h '15 e\'er) He ~vished his intcJJded journey then 
nor spoken of so th::::i.t I di<l not even "\\'rite of it to you. And ·whenever I do not 
,vrite of any thing to you jc is ahvays citber th~tt I mn not :lt liberty to do so, 
or that I crinnot trust th!: m[}ttcr to p:ipcr. Ahv~ys so interpret ~ny sikncc of 
n1ine /on ~ny subject/ interesting to myself or to nny one interesting to you. 
As I told you oft~n "·hen lns.t together I am su~p.icious of ink & paper & hold 
rhe,n a poor lneditnn of con11nnnic:1.tion for sL~LJects of ~u1y deJ1c~cy. ()n 
yr side Jenr Lcwe much less is-nccc.~s~ry th;in on mine. Once the post office 
no jCcidcnt inconvenient to ~ny one can bcfal r'" letter. The ,von~t can h~ 
their loss at .sc-r1 or in one.: of out forest rivers. But sh11 in inc at ~iny thnc not 
reach yt hand they n1~y others. A~nd then other nccidents happen, so 1ny 
Jovc<l Han)• you nrnst cornc to us '\' hen C.\Ch:1ngc of thought js so s,veet & 
ea$y. QI you not con1e ,vith Dutrnne if any thing shd prevent or def er the 
voy~gc of Einily Ronald~.~~, Ily the ,rriy dcnr Lo,·c J sent you fron1 London 
her address & ·vvishcd you ro corn~spond ,vfrh her on the :snbjecL 1-:1 er :1ddrcs-s 
H c41th Lodge Croydon Surrey ( 1\1iss H.onald.s.) I-Jcr s;stcr nlso u1111111rricd, & 
Yery ::unbblc (I judge both f ron1 her appearance & all I hn,~e ever herard of her)") 
,vi tl at:con1pari.y hef. Emily ,v,shed to arrringe ,~•jd1 you so ~s to co1Hc together 
& I \1i-Totc you t\vjc('" to this ciT ccr f rorn London. 1 t \viU give yo1..1 some insight 
j nro E1n ilf s energy of ch:1n1crcr thilt she bas sent 300 is to tbc '""f rustec.s of 
thjs phc-c & thj:t she h~1s f orn1cd & conducted jn her neighborhood an excellent 
in font school & taken her stri no in favor of Jnuuan improvenJcnt & ]ibera 1 prin-
cip]es jn opposir, on to n!d friends & rchti\·ts. -1 gric,'c n1uch that 1ny letters 
shd h::1vc 1nis~cd \\ ·•dt spoke of her ro you.~"'\\' e .fin;t kne\v her in this country 

tbe Anierict.ms. 1n her letrer of 8 OcroLcr 182 7 ( a portion nor pr in led :;ibove), 
11·rances \V rignt had ,,Titten, i.iH~rviou is a licautif u l ~rdst - I thin!.: he ,viH ~ucc£!od. 
I lu\'e gj\·en him one sitting or standing ntt·hcr/ 1 Fron1 the Garnett letters it ap-
pc::ir.s that he ,v~s a~_i;.od;ncd \Virh J\.1rs. ·r-roHope for. nmny years. The last u1cotiun 
of hi111 tcUs of hi.t: ::i.ppn.rnchrng nrnrri:igc to j Swiss gir1 in 18481 ~s tcportcd to I-Iar-
.tict Ga.rn~n h}' "d. friend. 

t:. itor Durrone, sec note 70 nbon,:!. 
61 Joseph Hume ( 1777~1855) 1 .!\·] cn1ber of P~rliamcnt. 18 r 2 arid d118-55; sec Dic-

tionary of l\ln.timm! 11iograp1Jy . 
.;:; 8cc note 75 above. 
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three years ~ince ,vhen she accornpanied us to Nc-w Or]can~ from her hrothcrt.s 
.in IUinois. 1 \Vish you c<l come together+ I (ex) On tt1rning the page I find I have 
,vrjnen on a sheet on ,vth l had made notes in reading Sismondi's ~n Political 
Economy. 

I exp1ained in my last the ch:lnge \\Te had found it advisable to make jn our 
operations here. ]e~rving cooperation in the strict sense of the ,vord to the next 
gen€rution & demand•og of each of our associates to bring a snut1l incon1e in 
n1oncyw IOO $$ pc:r annutn to be thunvn hr each into a corn1non f un<l for f oo<l 
& kitchen .service. Our cook being hired fro1n the institution. Olher expenses 
,,dJI Le left free to ench indhTidtrnl & ,\·ith 115 do not an1ount to 100$$ additjon-al 
300$$ per a.nnuln 1.vd alknv cnch individunl to tra,;:cl ·w•dt some of us ,..vjU gen-
erally do t\\'0 or du·ec 111onths in the snm1ner or to indulge in any other luxury 
they may fancy. The property gifted to the Tru5tees stands henceforth /apart/ 
to be devoted to the fonnation of a school; ,vc 11aving renounced :111 persona] 
clain1 upon its. proceeds for support as gj-ven in n1y deed, I said j n my last 
thf!t I shd f or-\vard innnedinte]y the comrnunication f ron1 the Trustees on the 
subjectt & have del:.~yed ,vrjting fro1n ,veel~ co ,vel;'.k ill the expectation of re-
ceiving it from the prjntet. Rut ,vant of 7~ypes "\\'ch he ch1ily expected to l)C 

supplied has finally obligr.d us to send to IIarn1ony by Robt Dale fron1 ,v_hence 
Cain ,vill f onvard (it} you a copy. She & ,,rhitbey 67 ,,·ill go there by stcam-
bont in ten days from this. \Vhcncc they \\rjl] probably nlakc a journey on 
horseback 1.v k h Robt in to the Cun1 b erla n d 111 ou n tn ins '" hi le ,vh it bey ,v iH al so 
111ake arrangements ,vith a goorl mcch;-inic to come do"·n the river & hring 
,,·hat n1ay be necessary for the building of our houses. He 1.vill agree for four 
houses or rooms ,vjth an open entry bet\1'een, & broad pi-azza. on either front~ 
the rooms 1 5 by 17. The expense to each! phtin furniture & finishing included 
,vii! not exceed 500 doU~. 1.~lith this outlay of c~pital for houseroom & nvo 
hun drcd d o11ars p" an n uin of j n co n1 e ,v e s ha] 1 here be r i ch 1 tho 1 oo more, mt 
be accept-able for tta vel ling. 

And ,vhcn shall ,vc kno,v dearest Harry that you ate coming? i\1 y happioess 
under any circumstances can never be complete unti1 you arc i.vith us. Can1 
& I :say every day - '~Our Ii f e ,vd ; ust suit dear Harri et.~, (1) /H O'\v / often I 
shall ,vish you ,vith me this summer "\Vt:h I expect to pass quite alone:- except 
occaston al vi sit ors & until V?hit bey" s brother 88 arrive ,vch -,,v iH be probably 
early in July~ An excellent bEing1 goodness & quietness itse1f. a philosopher 

clJ John Charles Leonard Sitnondc de Sfa1nnndi ( 1773-1842). A prolific ,vriter,. 
he published 1"l aurveaux prindpes d'econmuie politique in 1819 ( 1t' ed.,, Parh:: Deh1u-
nRyj I fh 7 ) 1 \\·hich he foHo\vcd by his H istoire des republiques irn/ie)Jncr du 1UO)'en 
Oge 4lnd the even more compendious Histoire des f-ranf{ds, ,vhich occupied him untii 
his death, He married Jes::;ie Alka, a (:omdn by n1::1rriage of the Garnett si~ters, and 
there ~re a nun1bcr of kttcn: from hin~ in Juli-a 311d Harriet Garnett"'s correspondence . 
.. Th~re is also j copy (in Julia G~rnctt!s h~ndv..triting) of -a portion of a letter fron1 
Fanny ''-'right to hiillt apparently dating f rorn the sumnu~r of 1817; he ,vas an our-
.spoken crit'ic of her ideas. 

t1 Richeson ,, 7hitbeys 'IA'ho nurricd Ca1njHa ''-'right, 1 s Dect~mbcr I fh7. 
11·J John \'lhitbey. 
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by nature & im bu c d , vi th a11 Hh c.ra 1 opinions. Bo siness detains h h11 at prescn t jn 
Kentucky. Onr pr~senr no is thus: confined to the 2 \\-'hitbcr)s Robt Dale Cam 
& n1yself. Richardson as I ,vrotc you is ::it ~--len1ph•s. "\\Te have purchased a 
lot then::: on v1.•d1 1ve shali (hnve) build as soon as possib]e a snrnJI house & stable. 
He & Josephine 8~ ,vii! then occupy the prcrniscs & receive us \Vhcn lJusincss 
takes us: tltcrc, ,vt:h \vill 1rmk-c hirn agatn as it ,vcre re~ddent among us. Unles5 
indeed he shd be ab le to procure a lucrarjyc sittrntion in Nc\v~Orleans, in ,v~h 
case he \\rd go there \\ 11th a vjcw to lay by 1noncy until he 1rn.vc \VhcrC\\dtlml to 
support hirnsdf & companion on our present plan. '"' e look to establish 
our pr1nting office & paper jn l\·1crnphis ,vhcncvcr \,re have ,vhcrc,vitbal to 
start it. 

I shaU send you the I-larn1ony gazette containing the Editor,s remarks on 
n1y address & copy for you those of Bcnj; Lundy VIJ in the Il:1ltimore Gcnju.5 
of emancipation ,vho reprints (it) /the address/ frorn the I-I ~rrnony. I send 
this Lccausc you ha\Te seen his fonncr observations on poor Richardson's very 
foo1is.h comn1unication.s11 Richardson no,,;; condcn1ns hi1nself if po5sib]c more 
th~H1 I have done & says tll::1t ~u iny rcprinwnds b3YC been 1nuch too rniid. 

T n c~~·c of yr (heing) m~king any r1rrangcmcnts for j oinjng us shortly I shl 
repeat so1nc directions. Ily ,vay of Nc\1i.· Orleans is the least expen5ive & trouble-
son1c. You shd [ e~ve the Europem1 port 11ot earlier than the bst days of Sept 
nor later than the (eady} I 5th of Deer .Arrived at Ne,v ()rleans you have on]y 
to put y1·sdf & J uggagc bonrd a stcan1boat ,v th ,vill h-1.nd you al Nlen1phis. 
There enquire f o,r J\·larcus \Vin chester 02 our gond friend l\•h1yor of the to"\vn 

Josephin~ Pre·vot (see Perkins and lVolfsor1 1 op. cit. [note 1 ~bore], p. I 8 7 )1 

daughter of Ch:irJotte Ladeu; see not-c 68 ~bo1in.~ ;1nd note 91 lu;lo\\T . 
.,....,llcnjami11 Lundy ( I789-lS39L editor llnd pub!isJ1cr of 1~1:Je Genius of Unhursal 

Rn1.1nciJJJ1tfo1r1 1811-1S35; sec lJictionary of An1erictt11 Biography. 
As r-cportcd jn \-Vatern1JJ111 op. cit. (note l), pp. I 13-118: '[As the trustee in 

d1~rgc of the C(1rre-~pondencc of l\\Lshoba, he [James Richardson] sent to B,cnjc11n[n 
Lundy, sh o n1 y a fle r rhc depa nu re of O \1iten n d j\ ij '.S'.s lV rj gh tj extra ct~ from the 
record-s of the sodety, "\\'lth 'pc.:rrr3iss[on to gh-r ~\"~l"}' dcgrct of publicity to thetn' 
through the of T/Je Genius- of u,niversal E-nlancipatio11.'1 These extrac1s 
jndudcd a record., for l 7 J~ulc r 8z 71 reading; ~~l'dct the slaves~ James Richardson ~n-
fonncd tl•c.•n that, Jast n1ght, i\·fomscHc Josephine -and he began to Ji\·e together, 
3nd }1~ took this occ:u;ion of repeating them our \Tje\vs on color, and on th~ ~--cxu::11 
rcLnion." J osephinc w:1s a quadroon daught~r of i\-1an1sd!~ l..olotte (i.0. 1 Clrnrlottc 
L:uieui 1-1 free colored \\.'oman ,vho can1c to NashoLa as teacher)+ Sonic ten rears 
l.1te-r ( 183-6 or 1837 )i ::i. Jene, from H.idrn.rdson tu Fanny ,,, rjght quoted in Perkins 
~nd ,vo1fson, OJJ. cit. ( note ), pp. 3 3 2-333, reports that he w~Hi th~n tutor in the 
fan1ily of a p1a.ntcr n:uned l\1cGoven near l\1ernph1s-'!I ,,·hcch enabled him ~cro .fill the 
n1 ca ~L1 re of ju :nice to my most anii able ,vif.c and two 1>ron11 sing ch ii d re 11, by th cir 
emigration to H3iti, ,vhere their foot \\•111 be: un their nathtc heath and their name no 
longer nigger. I sh8.J1 follow the1n ,vhenever the sep;u-'1tion slrn.JJ bec01ne jntoler.ablei 
by ,vhjch tin-.c they ,i•jll have built a nest :'.tnd I shaU h;,1,Te a fev.~ feathers t:o soften it 
,vhen I go.n 

~!I J,f~rcus \:Vinche.s.ter ( 1796--1856) 1 j\·layor of J\1 e1nphisj I 82 7-19; see J arnes E. 
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& postn1astcr~ H c \\·ill sho"' you to our house •wch ,,;,rill be th-en ln1ilt & ,vhere 
I trust you ,\'jll find Richardson & perhaps one of us. But at all events en-
quire for \\ 7inchcstcr (you} /w·ho/ ,viU aid you "\vith a horse or send out to 
us thnt 1.ve may ride in for you. 

l~he lJts account of i\1ill}' 9a: does not surprise n1e sl1e did nor strike n1e ~s 
;.l person of sensibility & my first in1pre.~sion "\.v:;1s decided dis~ppoinnncnc I 
resisted & lost this, & became interested in /&/ for herself tho the inccrcst ex-
cited by her parentige & history lrns aJv:ays held a large share in the tntere:st 
I feel jn her. "fhc D's account ruay he ~n true (& ,ny oHin recalled itnprcssions 
,vd nnher gn ro c:onfi rm it) bnt it 1nakes 111uch 11.gainst the1n. Nor only 11ave 
I seen thcn1 evince the fonde~t kindness for .\.-f ~ry, but }.i..;....,_h~l1s 1t:tters~ ,vch I 
have sEen, are in a strain of the fondest & n10:st <lcprcndcnt friendsbip. Dcficjenc 
scnsibi]ity is ncgati,·e quality but hypocrisy is {an) /a/ positive one of the 
·vlorst charr lTis a Lad & holhnv \\·orlrl my Hari-iet as it is no,v ,vh:itcver /it/ 
(I) may be hcrcafter 1 & (e,·ery) aH I hear of or f ro1n jr Blakes 1ne rej oicc in the 
breadth of the \\'ildcrnc.ss thcit separates ).Jilshoba from ir. 

I shall enclose the I~Iannony paper to the Gcn 1 in case you shd have kJt 
Parfa. If less spirited thnn those of the I-Ian11ony Editor the observations of 
Lundy arc not a J~ttlc so consiJcdng that his paper depends on the fa,~or of 
religious, & very lligh toned rc1igious1 f ricnds of the N cgro. , Ve have had a 
good m~ny visitors since the public spread of the address n~ ,ve]I ris letters. 
Consistent ljbcrty has tnorc secret friends than appears to tbc eye of the ,vorld. 
I have had son1e very f ricndly correspondence \\'Ith i\·1r lVilkes:, I ha Ye not 
his. ans\vcr to th:1.t for-w~r<ling the address & in ,vi::h I left the conducting our 
futul'e intercourse cncirely to hin1 & that ,vhnccvcr conduct he 1nt decide upon 
1 shtl consider ns conscientjous on his pnrt as I trusted he ,vd consider mine. I 
have not yet ,vrittcn to i'.1 Sisn1ondi but intend doing do 35 soon ::ts I can en-
close rhe /last/ commnnicatJon of the Trustees along ,vith the address it hcing 
necessary they sh0 be seen together. I ~rn .1hv-ays fcurful least the former shrl 
b r j n g candid ateS' i nad rn iS'Sa b 1 e on our p l·esen t p rin ci p] c ",-ch d en1'1nds f ron1 n 
an incon1e formedy den1nnded only of sornc. 

Cain \\rill ·write f ro1n I-Iannony. Until you cq1nc to us '\\Tite frequently & 
give us !1C\\'S of 01:.1r s,vret. J u]j~. i\1y visir to you dear H~rry seems }il..::e one 
of the dreams of n1y fever & aH the e\'cnts conncctccJ j,\'ith ir/ arc aboul as 
strange as fever ,Tisions. Fare\vell 1ny s\veet sister - Fond Jove to J n l1~L Af 
fectton-ate; fcmcn,hronc-c.~ to good i\1it Dupont & cotnplhnents \Vhcrc you please. 

Roper, ~~J\-ifircus ,,rjuchcstcr ~nd the E,arlicst Ye-ars of j\·]crnphis,U Tennessee H istori-
cal Qui'.frtcrly, XXI { 1962 }t 316--351. 

[)-:] 7\·:fory is l\·i~ry l\r ollstonccr:Jft ( GOl:h"-·in) Shdley ( 1797-1851). A 111ong the 
G-ar nett letters u re copies ( in Ju 1 i a 's. hand \V r Iti ng) of a 1 e:ttc r f rotn i\if ~!'J' Sh ct lc:y to 
fannr \V right ( 1,. Septclnuer 1Ri 7) and of one fron1 Fanny '''right to J\1:1rr S!1el-
ley ( J 5 ScptcrnL~r 1817 ). TJ1e t,Dis)' ~re the Dougluses_; lsjbe1 (n1entloncd s.uuse-
quendy in this parr1grnph) ,v-a:s J\irs. S_holto Dcmglas (n~c Isabella Robinson). They 
,ven::: neighbors of the Glrnctts in Paris :and are fn::quently mentioned 1n the cor-
.rc.~pond c [1cc. 
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Dut perh~ps this "\\'!II find you /beyond/ the Rl1inc & beyond the circle of n1y 
acquaintance restored to the ;1rn1s of our fond J ulj~. ]\:fr h~art hlcsse.~ htr & you 

The 1Rst four letters in the coHcction arc printed helo'"v jn fu1L 
"\i\'ith the exception of one brief postscript~ they are hy Ca111il1a, ,vho 
had no,v uccon1c Can1jlla ,,r right '''hit bey-~ 

fTo] I·I~lrrjct Garnett 
Ne,,r Hannony Apri] 2 6~h { l 82 8] 

I arrh·ed here a fe\v days ago 1ny 1nuch loved 1-I~rrict having left our dear 
l1"c1nn_y (at 1ast} at ~ashoha in good henlth & spirits~ but you \V]ll be1ieve that noth-
ing shorr of the conviction that change of clin1Jtc ·was indis:pcns-ahly rcq uisitc to 
rtnovatc n1y o,,,.n & my hushm1ds he~kh could have induced ine to ]e.a\ .. e the 
dear 1an1b in her present solitude- The tidings of 1ny union ,vith our assodate 
U.i ch cson ,v hfr hey ,YiH ere this h~n-e Ttached yo l~ & no doubt 2 fr er the perusa] 
of my phil{l)ippjc against nrn.trin1ony, sH \\'ill not a Iitt1e have surpri1.ed you. -
1 sh:tll onlv ohscrve tlrnt the ci rcumsrances \~·hich induced n1c to confornl to ... 
tltc ]cg.al ccrcrrlony- of m~rringe ,vere of a very pi:cu]iar nature & such as it 1,verc 
i1npossih]e to cxphin by letter- Shou]d you n1y loved Harry pt.rscvtrc .io 
your proj cct of Joining u., in nur forest hon1e you shnU then if you care to 
hear it learn a 1l rh e pa rricufa rs con ncctcd c here\ v frh in th c n1ca: n t iln c-it , v-iH I 
feel ass.urcd p!casc you to 1c'1rn that I nn.1 h'lppy in my conn~ction "'ith one 
,vho sh:;-ir~,c; all my vie\vs & opinions & ,vhos-c n1'.lny adtnirab]c qualities & dc-
vored attac1unent lrn.vc <cndc} indca:rcd to my heart - He left n1e here to pro-
ceed to LuuisviHe Kentucky to see a. f~v-ot1rirc brother & brjng hin1 here to 
me~ In the mean tin1e I pass 1ny thnc very p1cas-:intly in the society of the 
o~.vcns & one or two other ·very agreenble individuals here, \\ritl1 \vhon1 1 take 
long rides every dny through th1s hcautiful ncjghborhood & thereby- d~ily in-
crease in flc.c;h & strength ,vhich ,verc 111uch j111paired by 111y Jong illness & 
subseque-.nt anxiety on F~nny\; account~ 

\;r OU ,viJ] grieve ,vith us to lean1 that our adtnirablc f ricnd R. Dr O,\·en jS 
for the present prevented from joining our ::issodation ::it Nashoba - an un-
fnrsctn ]o~s in his pecuniary a.ff airs obUgc r Sl-C J hitn for the present to remain 

~• Ca1niUa1s i'philippic against matrimony 1] presumably ,,·as her letter of 13 Septe111-
bcr 182? to Chad cs V{jlkc:s., in '"hich, defending James Richardson 1 she de.scrjbc.d 
marriage as Lionc of the rno:::it .suutlc inventions of pdcstcraft for poisoning the purest 
snurc:c nf hunlan felidr . .y ~Hld fnstering and perp-etu<J.ting the sad c:::H:,:doguc uf tnisery 
and crjme ·which n1ore or Jess d~ukens the records of aH nation~ \Vherein [he laiv hns: 
undertaken to jntef~re in a ma[t~r urte-rly beyond ks contra] ... ~, She ~d ded tha.t 
she ,,·as sending a copy of this letter to die Garnetts. Cf. \Vaterrr!an 1 o PT cit. (note 
z) pp. 118-1 i 9. Ch arks V,/iJkc.s,s lcttc:r to Julia, conuncnting on Can1•ll~ 's Jetter, is 
dated 15 o~tohcr 8z 7. C::1.1niUa~s letter to Julia passed through the ~rnnds uf J{ar-rfot 
Garnett"' ,,·ho crnnmcnted ot1 it and on \'-;--ilkcs,s Jetter jn a lctte( to her sincr (: 7 
November 18:q )~ J3oth J~ttcrs sire jn the coHc:-ction deposited jn lloughton Lihrary 
1) y th c present i..v .ri tcr. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIII, Number 4 (October
1975)

45 2 Harvnrd ·Library Bulletin 
here, \,•here by application to business he hopes in a short time to $ecure his 
1ndependence 

Vanny h yet unacqm:ainred \vith this unlooked for misfortune for such I 
kno,v she ,viH fcc-1 jt as I & aH must do \\'ho looked f on,v:1rd to c-nj oying his 
society-VVe are aH fondly attached to hbn & he to us & "\Ve mutually deplore 
the necessity ,vhich must thus part us for a time yet unkno\vn as to duration. 
J shall probably renrnin here Juring the su1nmcr months & shall if possible dis-
patch John "\\1hitbcy to Nashoba to ~~sist F8nny. 

And no\v ,vhat sha11 I say to n1y loved Julia? - that I rejoice in her happi-
ness she ,,du not doubt, but ,vhen I thjnk_ ho,v ,v·idely our destinies are parted~ 
I sigh, & vainly "~ish our lots had been together cast - \Vith tl1c tics that no\\' 
bind me to this country there is Iitde prospcc-t of n1y re\•hidng Europe ,vhere 
she is perrrrnnently fixed - but I ,vill not d \vcU on this painful rcflection 1 but 
recall that great .itnprohabilities do som-edrnes oc:cnr & that better hopes may 
yet be jn store for us - s,vcet friend 1ny thoughts often turn to you in your ne\v 
ho:nle ,vhcrc l ,v.ish I could foHn,v you jn your daily purs-uits & abo·n;: all see 
& l~no\v him ,vho has ,von your gentle heart & ,vho I a1n fissured c~n fully 
cs.rim-ate the treasure -

l shall adress this letter to you <lcar r ] under cover to the Gcn 1 

being quite at a Joss :as to \Vhcrc it may find you - I tru~t ,vith our J ult.1 & 
that you "·ilJ nrn1nge ,vith her as to your future plans ,vhich 1 {trust) I shall 
feel most ==lnxjous to kno\v - \\'rite to us de~r lo, .. e on thi-~ & nll else relative to 
your V1C\VS for the pr-esent & fut\1re- j\•1ine as you kno\\' are fixed at i\1ashoba 
& if that f ii]sr here~ ,vhcrc I cou1d en joy a greater degree of liberty mental & 
1noral than in any other spot on earth save /at/ n1y ho1ne- the country is 
beautiful, the 1a·nd n1ost rich & the situation perfectly hcnlthy to those ,vho 
]~no"" to take the precautions al,vay.s requjsite for the preser .. ration of hea]th 
in this ,ves-tern country- Robert Da1c desires to he :iffcctionatcly rcJncnlhcrcd 
to you both- ho'-v good! ho\\' exce1lent he is~ I feel co,vards h.im as though 
he replaced the brother \\'C lost in early life -

Ever your fondly attc1ched friend 
Ca1ni l la "\.V rj ght \\'hit b cy 

During the se,ren n1onths bet\vecn the preceding letter and the 
next in the collcction 1 it ,vas decided to abandon the Nashoba cxpcri-
n1ent. 

i ·ro] lvtiss Harriet Garnett 
Nashoba Nov!,r 20°'- I 8:2. 8-

lt needed not your gende reproof, dearest I-Iarrict to rc1nind inc of my sins 
to,va.rds you as a correspondent~ & in excuse for my long silence I ha\'e only 
to plead the harrassing uncertuinty in .. which my mind '-li.'as kept during my stuy 
at Harmony as regarded /our/ future plans & prospects concerning ,vhich I 
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could not bring myself to "'rite to distant friends until the n1ist Jjn/ ,v~h 
/they/ appeared en,·dopcd shd be in son1e n1easurc dispersed~ But before 
entering on this topjc I rnust enquire concerning- the truth of a rcpnrt con-
veyed to me a f e,;,v days since thro' the n1ediull1 of your ncphc,v C. Stone in-
titnating the death of your J\ilothe•-o:s hut ·which he had learnr jn a rn~nner 
that left sornc doubt in his nli nd as to the a:ccuracy of the statcrncnt - On rc-
fcrdng to the letter 1.vhich I recth'"ed fron1 you c-1. fe,v ,vccks .since pre,,.iou~· 
to n1y le:n•jng ITiarn1ony I find lll)' inlprcssion confinucd as to your projected 
j outney into Gern1nny baving been arrested by her jJlness-1 ,,•hich tbough you 
do not tncntion :is being of an a1a.rrning nature at the tin1e you " 1rote,. might 
ultin,ate1y have pro,·ed so~ I-Jo,v far {such) or ju ,vhat nrn.nncr such an 
e·vcnr .~hd ir indeed h:n·e oc.:cmTed rn~r ilffccr your future pl~ns in Jif c I feel 
at a loss to conj ccturc but conclude: your first in1pnlsc '\\Till be to j nin J ulLa & 
decide ,vith her as to your f uturc n1casu rc-s. -

There ,v~s a time s,veet I-Ia rriet ,vhcn I sbould h:nrc said co111e sh::1t·c c7t 

scstcn; home rit ~:ishohc1~ b11t t h:1t onc:e p]e;1sing \rision is-ended & I find n1_rscl[ 
ag~in about to be bunched jnto the ,vorJd as yet uncert~in \Yhithcr I n1ay tll rn 
my steps - HO\\' this nrnrveHous change has been brought about 1 it ,vere long 
to tc11 & to gi'i.'C you any just conceptjon of the circornstanccs ,vhich h:nrc kd 
to such a decision I 1nusr recur to the period of n1y arrival at I-h1 rn1ony lr:1st 
Spring \\'hen I bcl ieve I mentioned to you the sad in vol vcmcnt in i.\'h.ich 1 
found the affairs of l\'lr O\vcn, & the consequent {of} nccc-ssjty of our friend 
R. D+0~ abandoning for an indefinite period his intention of joining our then 
projected as~nd;:ition :it N~shoba & devoting hin1se If exc:lusivd y to the un-
ravelling the tangkcl ,,·-ch \\th1ch he f ounc1 a\vajdng hi.in at I J annon y & \\'h 

threatened not only (the) /his/ pecuniary indc:pcndencei but that of his brothers1 
he havjng at once renounced all his cbin1 & share in the L~nark property in 
favor of his l\1othcr & sjsrcrs ,vh in nddhion to that ,\•r. they held in their uwn 
nan1es secured to then1 a co111petency for ]ife feeling n1oreover ,vnrmly h1-
terested in the continuation of the Gazette the editorship of \Vh he rcsun1cd 
irn1ncd[atcly on his return to I-Jan11ony, he found ,,,dth disn1ay that in ;.1ddition 
to the expenses attending in; pnbEcAtion (he~ it had sunk 4no dolbrs the pre-
ceding yc~r durjng hi~ stay in Europe & pron1ised a yet heavier loss for that 
\Vh \Yas to con1e ~- this {he kne,v) he 1.;:ne\l' in the existing state of hls fathers 
affairs he could not in ~ny ,vu y meet & in thi~ dilernma l '-\'rote to F~nn y then 
alonE ~t Nashohai entreating her to conic up to I·hn110[l)1" & c.HsclJss. ,vilh us 
the nlc-:as,.ucs to be pursued under such an accu111ulad on of difficulties -

She can1:e accordingly & nt once decided that the Gazette at Jcast for one 
year rnorc shtl not f~ll to the ground & in1n1c-diatc]y affixed her n2n1e to it as 
Editor conjo1 ndy 1,\-'hh R~ n. She ;,vd not h(1\vcvcr pkdge htTself to carry it 
on at Harmony hut cfohncd the prjyikgc of rcn1ovjng it to Nashoba or any-

1:1:; Char Jes Stone ·was the son of Ann n.1 a:rfa, eldest ,faughc-cr o( John :tnd J\1ary 
Garnett, ,Yho n1arricd his f~thct ( ',;l.lso na.1ncd Chj_rlc.'i: Stone) in I 804. The report 
of 1\·lrs. Garnett\ d~.ath \\'a~ •n error; she li-ved until Decembe.r r 848. 

i{; Rob en IJ:i. k O·wen ( s~-c note 66 a hol'e) . 
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,vhere else as she shd dccrn adv·is:a hlc for its. further & n1on.! succes~ful prornul-
gution- ·ro this her co-editor offered no opposition & pron1iscd on i1is part 
to devote h.in1sclf exclusively to its interests so soon =1-s he (shd in union ,,,ith 
11is brother \;ViJli::i.nJ to "'horn conjointly ,\Tith h..i1n their father had given full 
po,vers) (to) /succeed in/ cxtdcating his property f ron1 the: hands of a set of 
rascals to \v nom he had consigned its management, -either thro~ the 1ncdiunl 
of la\,' or co1npro1nisc - i\·f r O,vcn in the month of J unc emlJarkcd for Europe 
lcavjng Robt to fight his banlcs, ,vri he did mo~t ably if not as success[ ully -es 
his cff orts n1crjtcd 1 \vhilc at the sn1n [ ] c considci·jng the unpnralicUed 
arl vantages of the i J 1 the arrangcn1cnts finaHy acceded to ,vcrc 
qu[tc of 35 fa \'"arable a nature n~ l had anticipan~d - l)uri ng the four tnonths 
":oh this business itnpcndcd Fariny devoted herself exclusively to the supcrjn-
tcndanc:e of the Gazette (till) \V~ by the ,vny fro1n the 1non1cnt her nAn1e ,vas 
c:dlixc<l to it gi1incd not lc;Ss than t\'\'O or 3 ~uhscribers ,veek l ~T -

Eady in August our I rienJ i\1.r Jennings r.i arrived in I-Jarr11011y cguaBy de-
voted in feeling to the pron1u,gation of liberal prh1ciples as ,vhc11 ,ve parted 
f rorn l 1j 1n u p,vr1 rd s of t \VO y c:a rs tl go - R. U. in 1n1c<lj at el y s uggc:s tc<l to ] iiu1 
the cstahlishing n M.:hool ::1t Harn1ony on the pbn of instruction "\.V~· he is so 
adtnirab]y qu~lificd to conduct, & h::i.ving cedc:<l tu him the nc:c..::cssary huiidjngs 
for the purpose he published in the Gazette a prospectus of the plan of educii-
tion he jntendcd to pursue - ,v hile a,vaidng thE result of this intimntion he 
\\'as under the necessity of returning to the to·wn of Cincinnati \\'here he liad 
left his family & had necess~rily n1flny arrangcn1ents to n1ake previolls: to 
ren1oval to Hannony- prcvions to his nepanute he 5:uggested to Fanny as 
a mcnns not {of) /only for/ pronudw...tring & more f ullr explaining her vie,vs 
to the pub1ic but of greatly augmenting the numller of sul1scrihers to the 
Gar..ette that she accon1pany hin1 to the to,vn of Cincinnati & there give a 
course of public lectures-

The p•-ejudice regarding her opinions "\\'as there ~s: else,vhere so strong that 
her first lecture \vas but thinly cro"'ded & 5carcely one female form v1~s to he 
descried The 2nd the house \Vas cro,vdcd to the unnost & at the 3rd up\\'"ards 
of five hundred 1ndivjdur1ls ,.verc obliged to {rctun} ren1rn ,vithout '1CcommodR-
tion ~\\'h induced) ,vch in<luccd sorne of the ]cading characters in the tO\Vn to 
request .i\·1 iss ,v- in f uturc to lecture in the 1~hcatre ,vhere a much forger por-
tion of the inh'J.hitants ";u have it 111 their po\ver to attend - ··rhe \vhole tO"'n 
,vns jn a state of cxcite1ncnt 1ncn & ,vo1net1 cro·v.1ded to listen to the heretical 
doc trin cs of the "Prh:stcss 1 ' of l nfi d-c 1 i ty as th c p ri csts sty le her ·who ,varn cd 
their flocks against tbe dangers a,va;cing thcm 1 but all in vain - Ha vj ng de-
li vcrcd 4 lectures she "'~S publicly requested to repeat tnc1n \Vd-. she <lid ,\·ith 
rene\ved success & cncreased interest~ I "~as not there to see & hear but aH 
e,Ten her 1nost violent opposcrs expressed their admiration & ,vonder at her 
transcendent tnlenti,; as a publtc speaker & ahnost aJn1ittcd her cloquc.ncc to be 
irresista bl e her subj ect 1 her n1a n n er i- her "oi c:: e1 her a ppea ranee a 1 i k o called 
forth repeated bursts of ~ppb.usc front her audience & her heretic'11 doctrines 

w Robert L. Jennings (see note 69 aboYe). 
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on rcUgion & mor'1IS ,vcrc rccch,.cri ,·vith feelings of the deepe$;t' interest & 
cur1osity -

a s-in,ila r success attended her jn Louisvillc \ 1incennes & all other pfaces 
,\•here she kctured - np,v;Jrds of nvo hnndreil ildditionnl 5ubscrihers hrivc 
been c he result of the sl1ort tour she rnadc on that occ;1sion, but \~,h lus hccn 
attended by rcsL1 Its far n1ore in1portant to the cause she has ar heart, that of 
the d tffusion of Ubcn1l principles & the :nvf'tkcning the ~ttcntion of the puh1ic 
to the necessity of c.stablishJng ns:donal schools for the r]s:ing generation & 
thus rescuing then, fron1 the ignorance & degn1darion of the forger pnrtjon 
of the prcsc n t -

On retl1n1ing to I-Iannony ,vc :strongJy urged ]1er not ~110,dng the spar1.:: 
she had so auspiciously a\t,akcncd to be extingui5hcd, hut that she sk 1 devote 
the six ensuing months ro ,rjsiting the fo rgcr cities of the Union & thereby 
1uorc cfI cctuaHy tryjng the temper of the. trrncs - Our ndrr1irah le our an•bb}c 
friend J enncngs not 111ecting ·with the cncouragc1nent he had anticipated as 
respected schobrsl o"Ting chiefly to the prejudice existing in the public mind 
respecting the poss1bility of any thing good proceeding fronl Hannonr~ ,vhcrc 
so fl1any fruit]ess :attctnpts had been nrndc, proposed to accornpany her during 
her e\cursion & one jn every 1\·ay n1orc admirably qualjficd for such ;-1 ta~l.:: 
could not he found ha\·ing himself for sornc years been iri the haLit of lcctur-
jng jn public & being thus inrinutcly acqu~intcd ,vith all the arrangements 
necessary nn such occnsions & pcrson~lly l~ntnvn & highly cs.tccrrlcu by a11 the 
liberals in each city they ,\ 1jll vjsit 

Before setting off on her peregrination h ,v~~ necessary to :Httnd to the sit-
uation of this property \\-'cb had hccn sa<lly neglected d LJring our absence the 
Jnan to ,\'ho111 ,ve had entrusted its supcdntendance ha:ving con1plctdy bctra yc<l 
hi!. tru~t & so alarming had hcen the reports from (lur fdcnd l'vtr \1/inchcster 
during Fanny's absence at Cincjnn:lti that \~?hitbcy had son1e ,veeks previou~· 
to her .reru rn left Hfl rn1ony & tra,;:el1ed thither on hursehack - J\1 y situation 
rcnclcrcd it in1possihJc for me to accon1pany hirn & I a\\'aitcd at I·I:nrnony Fan-
ny~s return - She in1n1cdiate1y decided on coming first to 1"\1ashoba mr1king 
such arn1ngement.c; there n~ exigencies required & ,vc f ortunatc1y n1ct ,vith a 
sn1all stcan1 boat ,vhich nonvichstanding the very lo\'\' ~tr1te of the l\1 is.si.'-isippi (in 
cornpany ,vith j\--f r Jennings) in fi, .. e days to l\1 cmphis-. On ac(prninting YVhitlicy 
,vith her intcntiun of passing the ensuing six n1onrhs in the nrnnner n1entioned 
above & de,~oring hersdf exc~ushTely ro the editorship of the Gazette, she 
farrhcr ;1cgnaintcd hhn ,\·ith the great prob?.bi]ity of Nasl1ohn no longer heing 
her residence ~s- ~he ~•ha place the G~zcttc ,vhcrc it f 1 d ~ppcar to her to 
promise of its hecoruing to [ J & those concerned in it not only a source 
of uscf ul but profitab]c e1nployn1ent-i.-vhether tbi~ "\'\rd ulri1natcly prove to be 
:it I-Iarmony or the l~ast,vard she l:nc\\P not nor could kno\v till she had seen 
& Exrirnincd for herself~ 

AU hopes of ~n ~ssociadon at Na:shoLa being ended she thought it ,~i-d be a 
poor approprfodon of her talents ro sit do,li.Tn & devote herself to the en1ancipa-
tion of a fev..' sb.vcs! hcsi<lcs its being an en1p]oyn1ent for "'h she ,,~;1s a1togcthcr 
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& io e,1ery re~pect inco1npctcnt- It ,vns thcrcf ore her intention to seek =:1.n 
incJivjdual ,,:ho \vd uL1dert~ke tl1at charge {to} /for the nccon1plishn1cnt of/ ,vch 
she fdt herself it1 every ,vay pkdgc-d, it ,vas her earnest desire that he shd he 
tlrn.t in,l1\'1dnf-L l provided i, ,vere :.1 task he "\\1 d be ,~~jHing to {~--) engage /jn/ 
{-) As l had f t(Hn the first told h111"~ l ngnin repented th~t no circun1:St~nces & 
no tie that I sli 1 eYfT forn1 Jn lif c ct.I separate n1c fron1 Fanny & drnt \1·herever 
she re.sided there 1 shJ be aiso - ·yvirh thi~ prospect before him he ne,Tcnhc-
]ess decided to rc1nnin here & superintend the property at kllSt for the space 
of one year f rorr1 next Xma~ during ,v!:i pr rind F nnny \\1d hn \Te tin1e to make 
<)rher rrnngen1cnts if required -

She kf t llS /in/ fc\v clays to proceed to N _ York & other cities on her 
j ourncr to 1 he cnsnv~rd ·while I in tbc n1c;1n ti1nc shall remain here rill next 
spdng ,vb.en l shall expect to ]earn her c1edsion ~s: reg..i.nh her f urure de'.'it1n:i.t1on 
& 111y o,vu - As l look to hE con.fined in J anl· to reconcile 17 nnny to lc~n-ing n~c 
a lo1ic ilt such n tiuw I pro1niscd her to rc1no\Tc:: into rdcl'npb;s to a 111ost con1-
n1odious Httlc. d,veHing ,vi:-F-i I ha<l ln11 it there 1a:st sun1111cr ,vhh a ,·ie,v to the 
interests of this place~ I sh:.111 ha\'C 111y good friend t\-"Jlk LoJotte (f~ ·with ,vhosc 
nrarnL: rou nre ac:c1u~intcd for n1y next neighbour & fro1n her I slrnll receive a 
n1otl1crs C[l.l'C & attention. -

Adieu 111y s"~eet I-Jud 1ny paper \vill hold no n1orc - Shd thi~ find you in 
Gcrrnrrny 1uy lo,Tcd Julia ,viH bear in 1nind this. js nddresscd cqui1lly to her as 
yourself~~ \r our tenderly atcachtd 

C \\'right ,vhitbcy 

fTo J jV]rs Pcrrz 
N c,v \' ork August [51 1 8z9 

1 fee! a M1rl delinquent. to,,T~rds rny lo,·cd Ju}i3 & 1-Jjrrict ,vhosc thoughts h~1Yc 
1 kno\v been of ten ,vjngcd to the friend (of) ,vho lrns hccn appnrent[y so forg~t-
f u l (-- - - -} of those ,vho have so n1any claiins on her afl cction~ /&/ "\\7hich 
hcn:ve\'er nppearnnces n1ay dtsprovc the asscnjon, tin1e has not ]es~cncd nor 
:1hscnce chilled - in the 111idst of the engrn~~ing cares & painf tl l anxieties ,vhich 
h~lve been 111y portion for son1e rnonths p~~t l f c 1t no i1npulsc to in1part. then1 
to n1y dist:i.nt f ricnds, nf ,vhosc lcn<lcr sy1npathy I f eit too ,veil "J.Ssurcd, to seek 
to a,vaken fr on n1y behalf~ No,v th3t l a111 once 1norc united to our lo,·ed 
1~~1nny & that 1 find hc.r engaged jn pursuits so ""ell ca!cuh1ted to pro1notc the 
cause of hunrnn in1provcn1ent & so ,veil suited to bcr taste & talents) 1 begin to 
feei as though lif c .:vcrc not ,vithout its .sok:cc~ nor its e\·ils untnixcd \\'llh good 
- and then I ~111 blessed ,vith a loYely boy) ,vho pro111ises to bE nH that a 
n1othcrs heart could \\11sh - he is thought grearly to rcsen1Glc rus aunt ,vhosc 
n~n1e he bc-::H's, & could you look on his _l:, rge h~uc eyes Lcm11ing ,vlth &\,·eernc.ss 
& intenigencc 1 his broad forchca<l, his round & din,pkd checks you ,voul<l thtnk 
\\'ll: h n1c, that he is n1uch n1orc her child than 1ninc - dear Julia yon nlso arc 
a pnr~nt & kno\\' & c1r1 sy1npathisc .. with the engrossing interest these little beings 
kindie jn their rnothers heart, their \Tcry hdplessness endcnni thccn yet 1norc ro 

11' I.e.~ Charlotte Laricu (sec note 68 above). 
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ust ,vhik Lo \Vatch thr;: gradual derc1op1nent of thdr po,vcrs & f aculdes n ff ord~ 
a daily source of interest & plea!-iure - during n1y vistt to l\trs Tro~ lope ,vhcn 
on n1y \Vay fron1 the ,vest I sa\v jn a Jett-er f ro1n you dtfl r H~rri er nn nl'.'count 
of our J u11 a's Joss j n rhc death of her lit tlc girl, but ,\·as con1f oncd to learn that 
the Loy Vi.'as a pron1ising lrn? .. e & I trust ,\•jll ]iv·e to be ::1 con1f ort & bJessing to 
his n1othcr ,vhat '"-'Ould I not give to ~cc the hunb & fold him to 1ny hC't1rt 
·w·hich "' 0 ~oon feel to\\;ards htrn as to 1ny o,vn - ,~·hat do rou c~ll hi111· & ,vho 
is he like, you say he too /hras/ blue eye-~, & "\VC ruight perhaps d1sl'.'O\'cr ;son1c 
other points of rcse1nbhncc bcnvcen hi111 & n1y son, 1nore espcciall y if there 
be any truth in the upini on thrit rhe rescn1blanc.:c 1s through the 1n1ag1n:Hjon of 
the rnothcr, for I f cc1 assured our /thoughts/ ,vcrc not unf rcqncntlv engrossed 
by the s~n1e in1agc 

I-J o,v srrange arc the cvetlts of this ]if c! here I ::u11 c1ddrcsstng you f ron1 the 
bank"S of the enst river 1.vhcre rho] the A thntic ~tell ro1ls het,·veen us, it sc~n1s-as 
though ,vc n1ig!1t yet ,ncct ngnin in scenes so f a1niliflr tu us bod1 - thougl 1 

,vithtn 5 111jks of the city ,vc f cd as tranquil & secluded rts in the forests of tbc 
far off 1vesr~ none .!;eeking our soci ~ry s:ivc a f e,v congenial & .~ullicicutly ~d-
vcnturous spirhs, ,vho ,vill so far haian..] their popu!ariLy as to (seek} ho]d 
co111n1u1li on ,,,ith Frances \'.\7right yet think nnt sl,c is dcstitL1tt of f ricnds & 
such ns arc hcnrt & soul devoted to the cause she ~cl\'ocatcs:, thrat of the an1cHora-
tion of the condjtion of nrnn. to be cff ectcd by 1ncans npp1ic~ ble only to the 
rising generatJon ,vhose habits & opinions 111::ty ln~ jnfhu:~nccd & control] cd by n 
ration;:il & practic~I system of education. - in the public Jee tu res ,vch ha vc 
proclucc<l & continue to cxcilc such terror & alann an1ong the clergy & their 
adherents & such cxcitc1ncnt & adr11Jracjo11 mnong her n1ore intc1ligcnt hearers, 
she h~s sol1ghr n1orc especially to :-n\'nken thci r flttcntion & direct their cff ons 
t<nvards the establishing a plan of 11atiouttl iustruction a.ccessab1c to all d'1~s~s 
of -~ocicty f rorn the lligl1est to the lo\vcst- her cloq ll cncc as a puhlic spc~kcr 
surpasses /aH/ I have ever before hca rd in n1an or " 'rn11:-n1 & if l1 f c rcn1a[us to 
her ,vill I fee] pcrsu~dcd be the n1cans of elf cctjng n great 1nora! rci·olutJon 
throughout th1s country- subscriptions to the I1rec E11ql1i rcr are drril y on the 
et1cre1se & pron1ise eventu1 II y to secure ~n adequate Jcn1uncration to en~ lilc 
it~ conductors to dc,Totc Lhcir Lin1c & Lalents for hs farther support & circufo~ 
tion-

A ugust 19th Alas[ Alas! ho\v shall I pa.int n1y bit tcr so1To"r & anguish nly 
son, n1y }o\Tdy babel ,vho ,,,a.s p]ayjng ot 1ny f cct "'hen I "rrotc the t1bcn=-e1 ncnv 
sleeps in the col<l erarth w·hi le his ,\'!"etched & herca\·ed nUlthcr yet Uvcs to 
bc\vail her irrecoveralJle loss~ a :-iuddcn ntt~ck of the cholera infanrun1i con-
nected ,,·ith teething, tcnninated fa tally on the c, th day du dng \Yth tin1c c,·cry 
rc1nc-dy suggcsrcd by n1y O\l'J1 expe.riencc in simifar cornpfoints ~ided hy a 
ski]f u} physici~n proved inadequntc to surnlount the violence of the disc~sc • 
Fanny returned fron1 her late visit to Boston in the 111idsr of 111y distn~ss hut 
,vhile I had still hope to sec 1ny precious lnn1h rcstucd fro111 the in1pending 
danger -- -Indeed but for her presence & soothing care & tenderness, I shd have 
been hercft of 1·c~son or of life bv this srrol..::e so suJ<lcn, so severe~ though 
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no\\' some,vhat n1ore con1posc-clt there arc n10111cnts in \vhich grjcf ,·viH I1a,Tc 
its ,vay & that rny shattered ncn·es & f ramc seem to h1dicate n speed r tcrinina-
t j on ro 1n y su ff erings - C:111 tirn e tY<:-r cff nee fro n1 rn y agonized sou I th ;1, t bst 
mon1ent in v;hich I ,vipcd the death drops f rorn his bc~utif u1 bro11·., & inhaled 
the p:1rting hrerrth of the preciow, being~ that for se,Ten n1onrhs lrnd 5uc1~ed his 
nourishn1ent fron1 n1y breast - Oil n.cvcl·! never can I ovcrcon1c tliis loss -
Oh could you have seen h1111 bis brilliant eye bemning ,,·hh S\Veerncss & 
intelligence beyond \Vhat is usuri I at so e:arly nn. ngc - his finely developed fore-
head. \Vhich recalled to sonic of my friends the bus Ls of Napoleon Huonaparte, 
yo\1 ,,· d nnt 1narve1 at t[1e hopes that I cherished for -a being apparently en do\vcd 
\\-'ith natures choicest gifts & pbced i[1 c1 rcnrnstrrncc5 in every ,vay calculated 
to favor their dcvclop111cnt -ForghT ffLC n1y s,vcct f ricnds if I harrass your 
f ecJings in seeking to alkvfatc 1ny o,~·n by d\veHing on recollections so denr 
so preciolJs to a 1nothcrs heart - I \\·ill "'rite ag:1in \Vhcn n1y n1ind is ruore 
con1posed at present I 1nust resign the pen to anoLher hand 

C \V right \Vhithey 

Dearest love ,vc hj\Tc been long long ,vithout ne\,Ts fron1 yoll, The Gen 1 in his 
bst letter says th·;1t H ~rriet ,\'~s gone tn join you. l \\·ant to hear of yr rcnrn.in-
ing babe. A1ay you be n1orc happy in it than has been our poor Ca111ilh in her 
little creatllre of heaury & promise! lt is s~1d to centre the affections too strongly 
& closely in beings so fr1lgile yet ho,v to help iU F11r-c.\vcl dearest. i\-'lny ~lll good 
be ,\fith you. ·yr~ fondly F \:V. 

rro] rr1 ndo.n1e Pt:rtz 
Ne"r York Nov 1:.r 1~t 1829 

l\n1ictsr the engross[ng & mu 1t1pliect oc:cup:-1tions ; n ,vhic..:h V~nny \\'as: •.:ngagc<l 
pre,Tto11s to her departure on :-1 long & distant voyf!gc. she sought in V(litl a leisure 
n1onltnt to acquaint bcr distmlt f ricnds ,vith the circnn1~ranccs which }rn\'C 
obliged her to ahsenr l1erself f ron1 the scene of hct C.\crtions here~ & that too at 
a n1on1ent ,vh('.n the public' rnind sccn1cd a\\Takening to a ]i\Tely sense Df the 
in1portancc of the vic,\'S to ,vhich sbe had for sonle rnonths past been calling 
their attention in the puhlic k .cturc~ (as) /she/ dcli,,ered here~ in Pki!nddphia 
lloston., & son, e srnallcr to,vns in the ,Ticinity of those c.:iti~s -

Prevjous to h.cr dc.p11rturc she 111ore esprdaU y rc<1 uc.ste<l n1c den rest Julia to 
acquaint you \vith the object of her prl·scnt journey & if possible to convey to 
you a copy of the ,vork she has recently puhlishcd here~ ~:1 comprising her 
"\\'hole course of kctures ignon1nt of your address I knov: of no other 
cbance of its re~ching you, than by sending it ,,·ith n1y letter to Gcn 1 Lnfayette. 
& ] do so the 1norc rcndily as I understood f rorn F. TroJiope during n1y vjsit to 
her this spring, that it ,v;)s H arrJct's intent, on to p~ss the con1ing ,vinter in 
Parls- It has occurred to n1e on f rC(]ucntly seeing in the dnily Papers, yesscls 
-advertised frnn1 this port to I·J~m burgh, that ,vc n1ight thereby open n 1nuch 
n1orc djrccr & speedy n1odc of Ccllr•1l1un.icatio1l, as the distctncc as appears on 
the map from there to I-Iano\Ter must be very trifling•-· at present I fee\ al-

Her Course of Po1~ul.1r Lc.c111re1 (Ne,v 17 ork, 18"i9). 
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rog(':ther doubtful as to rny letters ever renching you & h;-1\Te yet to ]earn 
"\\'herher you have recd one I ::id dressed to you shortly nf tcr that sa<l event 
,\'hich hns /so/ ernbiuered e~ch hour of n1y exlstence"t that every a,Tenue. of 

r" T 

plc;1sure or s~tisfaction in lif c sec.ins cJoscd to inc-. forever - I allude to the 
<lc~th of n1y lovely hoy, th~t fa,r ch'1d of pron1ise \\'1th ,vhm11 ]ies buried so 
rnany fondly cherished hopes & blighted expectations - as yet tinle h~s done 
but Httle to :-1sslrnge n1y grief, or e35'C nly (soro,v) sorro\vh1g heart, nor is it 
surprizing that n1y hen Ith .sh0 have suffered severely in the conflict - Often i11 
n1y souls dcsofotion li:3vc n1y thoughts turned to thee s,vcct Julia as one ,vho 
could syn1patl)ise "\\'1th n1y affiicdon & pour the b~hn of co1l1f ort into my 
,voundc<l spirit") & but for the duties ,vhich for the present stay n1c here I had 
per1rnps. sought relief to n1y berc:ivcd hc2rr~ in a change of scene, & a recur-
rence to tics & affections ·which hO\\'e,·-cr broken & interruptcdi yet ever present 
in 1ny 1nind & endeared to 1ny heart by 1nany precious & cherished rcco]leccions 

shtl drcurn~rn.nces ]e:-id n1e to re-cur to this thought 1 say~ d~arest J u]ia ,,Tou1d 
it Bffoni you pkasu re to sec nn o]d f rjcnd~ for ten years h:ivc no,lr ehlpscd since 
'H'C first 1net in thi~ city? or j5 your he3rt so filled ,vhh engra$Si ng oh}ect~ of 
interest & tenderness, drnt the place I once hdd there, is 1ni11e no longer? -

bnt to recur the i rnn1ediate object of my present cornmunic~tion Havjng 
after a 4 years expcrin1ent /ri.sccrtaincd/ that the Sfo'i;rcs at Nashoba, cannot 
at the lo,\' st~te of agdcukural produce ·w,h has prevailed fron1 their first arrival 
then.~-, raise a sufficiency for tlu~,r food & cJothing & far less lay (hy) hy a surplus 
fund for tl1eir cn1ancipation1 & n1orcovcr a constant source of anxiety & 
pt't::unjary Joss-, she h~.s finally co1ne to the decision of f rceing hc-rsdf f ro1n ail 
farrher responsibiliry reglrding tbcn1 1 by chr,ir ren1oval to a free col111try"! & 
f tcr consu king "·ith nrnny cxpcrjenccd individuals- ~s to the 111ost cligbbk: 

locacion, .she has reso]v·cd on {~~) conveyh1g thc111 to I-Iayri, &. it is ,vhh thflt 
\ 11e,v that sh.e hi.st \\'e~l.:: left this- for N. Orleans in con1pany ,\'jth our cxcc1lcnt 
friend 1,1. Phiquepal 1co \'i:hose experience & f:imiliar acquaintance in ear1y life 
,vith the ,vesi" lndi.i islands rcud ~rs hin1 ;1 vri lunhle a~s,~tunt in her present 11rH1.ct-
taking. I-J er presence having been long- desired & solicited in Albany & the 
prindpa] ro,vns in the ,vestern part of chis state, she has chosen that no-\,7 n1uch 
freqncnrcd route in preference to the n1ore direct one hy Ilaltin1orc & VVhcd-
ing- ,~r c have ~Jrcat.Iy .rcc,rd tidings f ro1n Albany & lastly f ] in 
borh ,v11ich phtces she has ]ectured to cro-,1;·ded houses On rcc1chi11g Pittsburgh 
hy ,.yny of thic Lakcst snu the ,vatcrs of tbc Ohio atln11t of her ta king stcanlLoat, 
she ,,·iU easily accotnpUsh her object of reaching N.Orleans early in JJccbr "\\'h 
,r•i[l cnaLle her to deliver her course of ]ectures jn that city previous to her 
en1barking for Hayti~ the first of Jan~· ,vhcn it is or ranged that J\1r '''hitucy 
under \l'hosc supcrjntcndcnce the Slaves are at present sh.all convey then1 by 
stea1n boat froin l'd en1phfa to N+Odcans. 

In the rncan tiinc the Free Enqu1rcr is condnucd under the superJntend::ince of 

-:1(-t \\ 1illiaan Phiguepal ( 17i9-J 85 5); hjs full nan1e ·was Guillau11ie Sylvan CaSL1J1ir 
Pbh-11-•cpal d'ArD!Hnont) and he resumed the falnily namc 1 D'Arusmontt upon his mar~ 
rjage to Fran.cc~ ,,r right in 18'3 l+ 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIII, Number 4
(October 1975)

Har-vnrd Library llul/etin 

your acquainrnncc R.D.O'ivcn & his coadjutor ]LL.J cnnings & to their charge 
& direction i\'1r Phiqucpal has confided his pupils three very Ji ne & pron1ising 
youths ,,·ho in conjunction \Vilh ]Jalc 0\Vtn a younger brother of Robert, nrc 
the prjntcrs .of the paper - I believe I 1ncntioned in 1ny f onncr letter that 
Fanny haJ established her rc~i,h:ncc in the co1111try] a henutiful situ:1tLon on 
the east river 5 111i!es distant f ro1n the city - the: house. js forge & conunoclious 
sufficiently su to co111p1 i~c the printing office for the Enguirer ~s you nlllSl" 

i maginc the housr.hol<l arrrrnge1ncnls of such an cstablislnncnt require nn 
rissiduous & en ref nl snperinrcndance, & in as f :.ir ~s the srate of n1y n1ind & he~]ch 
pern1it 1 have c-ndcavorcd to disch:1rgc the officet hut shtl Fanny be sllCCcssful 
jn engaging a vnhrnble person "'ith ,vhoin ,ve arc acq uaintcd, & \\'ho has lardy 
lcf t her situation i[l the- f mnity of 1\1 r ()w--cn at Harn1ony, 1 sh~U be released 
fn}n1 131y prc.!.ient re.~ponsnblc situation os l1ousckccpcr & conscquc-ntl)T =lt libert}"! 
to consult n1y ow·n fee.lings :-is to n~y future dcst•n~tion -

"\Vrjte to n1e dcjr J u1ia. nor hesitate a n1on1cnt to gi vc n1c your free & crmdid 
opininn ~s to the possihHity of n1y taking r~~sage f rorn hence to Hnn1hourg~ 
sht.l circun1sta11cer .1t so1ue future period incline 1ne to do so - As: I Jnvc con1-
n1unicatcd ,virh no person sa ,Tc yourself on this subject you \vin ob]igc n1e hy 
addressing your reply to 111e, nor aHt1dc to it in any \\'a y ln yr other (lett} 
conHlH1nicatinns tn this country. - .. dicu s,vcct f ricnd j\1ny c·vcry bJcssing 
at rend you & yours your f ond,y attached 

C-i ru i I! a "\,;right \~./ h.itb c y 

'''ith her siaves fron1 Nashoba, Frances· '''right left Nc,v Orleans 
for Port au Prince on 1 8 January IR 3 o; in the Free Enquirer for 1 l\Iay • • 
1 8 3 o she ,vas ab]c to report that they had heen ''adYant11gcously and 
happily settled under the in11ncdi8.te protection of the I-Iaitian Presi-
dent.)' 

Cat11ilia \,\7rjght 1\'hitbey died in Pnris un on 8 February 183 t, little 
rnorc th an fifteen 111onths after the last of the Jcttcrs jn Lhi.s collection~ 
Richeson 1,,11itbey, ,vho had ren1arried af tcr her de~th., <l icd in 1 8 5 3. 

On z 2 J u1y 18 3 I Frances Y\l right n1arricd 1,1 i] lian1 .Phiquepal, lG~ 

'\v ho at this tin1c rcsu1ncd the f ar11ily nan1c, D' Arusrnont., ~t i\1iss 

1 [I: .... I"he death of C-a n1 illa \Vas :lnnou nc ed by H n rriet Garnett to he t s1 ster Julia in 
a letter dated io ~-larch 183 1. 

1[1~ Sec note 100. Harriet G~rnclt\ kltcr~ duL:u1ncut F~nny lVrjght's Jll'i~.n·iag~ 
(2 ()ctohcr 183 l ) 1 her fint child, ~lrc;1dy u~ twe1v-ernonth old'] (15 NoYr.mbcr 1831 )., 
and the bjrth of h~r second child { 25 April rS_r1). A letter f ro1n LRfr1.ycttc to l-lar-
rict -announces ~tthc death of her it.:hild)1 ( 14 J llnc. 1832 ), and letter fr-om l\·in:. (~r-r-
nt:tt (i9 J urie J 83:?) sho,, .. s that fr ,vns. thr younger child "-~ho died. rfhe last m~c(ing 
\V1th Fc1nny ,v.right rcco~ded by I-I~rrict Garnett is dcscril.Jcd in :c: letter elated 16 
S-epten1bcr t-839. 
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,, 7 rjghes desire. H lo 3 They lived in Paris for several years, returned to 
the United States in 183 5, and ,vere later divorced~ She died in Cin-
cinnati on 1 3 Dece1nbcr 185 z. 

2'<1-,,ratcmlan, op. cit, (note i)~ p. 18z. 
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