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The Origin and Significance of the 
Let:For Couplet in Smart's 

jubilate Agno 
C~ Pa 1tfacbrregor 

---...-HR I .. ET: FoR cocpJ/ET is a verse-form unique~ so far as is 
kno\vn,, to Christopher S1nart 's Jubilate Agno. Though 
con1plcte couplets survive only in Fragments B1 and C of 
the po ctn, scholars a. gree that 1 t ,vas originally written in 

thi~ verse-form through out. 1 The reasons prorn pti ng Smart'~ choice 
of this funn have not been convincingly· explained. 1'his article ,vill 
argue that S1nart o,vcd it to Hobbcs 1s description of the kinds of 
kno,v]cdgc. 

The typical structure of the Let:For couplet can be seen in the fol-
l o\ving cxan1 p le: 

Let Shu ah rejoice Yvirh Boat \\.'h ich is the vocal serpent. 
For there are still serpents that can speak -

God h less nrv he~1d,. 1ny· he:.11t & 1n v hec-1.2 . . .. 

Here, ns in all the ' 1Let" lines, a 1nan or \Voman :i is urged to rejoice 
,vith a n1ember of the natural creation. 4 I-Jere too, as is typical, the 
''For'' line contains a rcfle c tion ,v hi ch bear~ on the pre di cam en t of 
the pr<Jphetic poet or convinced Protestant as he awaits rhe A-1illtn-

j The poe,n'~ opening lines, A.1-2, do not begin with the word '·Let.p 
~Br .18. All references are to Jubilme Axrw: Re-edited fro,n tbe Origfrrnl J-I '11'JU-

script ,..,.;;ith an Introduction and J.\lotes, ed. \\ 1• H. Ilond, London, 1954. 
3 S•nart take~ nan1es frotn the (Jld T-rst:-Hllrnt in A.4-11 3 and R 1. 1-12. 1, f ro1n the 

Kew Testament in B1.113-295,. from Ezra and Nehe,ni~h jn C.1-1f;z, and fro1n 
FngJishrnen in U. 1~1 ;7. '!'here are excepduns to this pattern. Figures from the 
A.poc-rypha occu1· in ~l,,..56--57. 80 and ~i:; a l"\" e~ .. ·rest:uncnt figure ocl.:urs a.inong 
those from the Old in A .63; i::ities arc named in B1.y1 and 8 l; Can1panus o.f Br. t 66 
is nnt Biblical; figure~ nnt frurn Ezr,1 or 1.·Vehemiah 01'.;cur irt C. ~5, ~9 :ilnd Ho. 

Crean1res of a 11 kinds are na1nedt anilnaJs. bi rds1 rep tj les. in.~ c::tst fishes. trees, 
hcrh.~, planrx, an(l n1inc.:rils. Th(:re i:i-. no strict pattern to their ~election, but animals 
predon1inate in Frag1nenr A~ birds in BL r-r .2 2, ti:shcs in Hi. ri 3-295 i plants in Frag-
Illtnt C..., a:nd herbs ar1d niinerals jn Fraginent D. 

J8o 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIV, Number 2 (April
1976)

The Let:F or Couplet in Sntart"ts Jubilate .A.gno f 81 
nium~~ 1"he "~Let'~ and c,F or'' lines of each couplet are rnost explicit-
ly related in the first part of Fragtnent B11 fron1 ~,hich my exa1np1e 
is takcn. 6 Later in that Fragrncnt, an<l throughout Frag1nent (~t the 
relationships jfe obscure or seen1 absent altogether. Explication \.Vith 
the aid of the. Bible, the natural histories., and the dictionaries/ has 
occasionally disclosed a connection bct\Vten the person, anin1al, and 
reflection in Jttbihue l1gno~s later couplets. But such connections as 
have heen sho,vn arc usually tenuous and tangcntfrd to the couplet's 
explicit n1caning. Since the interre1ati(n1s ben;veen '"lLet \~ :and t'" For', 
lines scen1 trivial or absent later in the pocn1, it is surprising that 

Sm~rt\. 1\fjJknnari~nism is e,;.~jd('.nt in B2. ~8:l: '· For I itj is. the nvclfth dav of - - , 

the \-Hl.l.E~~ltL\·i of the i\·ITLLE~Nlt:-_i\·1 foretold by dw pr.ophrts gi\.·e the: 
glory to C ~od O~r~ Tl·l()L"SAKD SE\lEK HL1~l)RED AhTJ Slx--r·y --)~ Sinc..:c: 
.B1.35 3 is d~t-ed ··J'\ A ""T'l\1 lTY of our LORD J"-..~.S. 1 j 59/ ~ anJ R 1. 3 67 rcac.h.~ ' 1For the 
old acc:ounc of t:iine fa d1e true - Oecr . .i8th 17 5{)-60 -t SnlJn L,;. here \Vriting a 
line a (fay and has mo.de proper alloi;,vance for rhe C:alendar (K ev.0 Style) _.\er. 
CoLtnting f or:\Vll rd from B2. 367 urings us :fifreen line~ and days bter to B2. 18 i, and 
so <lHrc~ it to 1 2 January J 760, Old Style. Srnart ph:i.jnly thought l J ll.nu::u:y r 760., 
()ld Stvlc~ the !\."1 ilknnial <lav. Sm art's ;\·f ilknn.ial convi(:tions havt! been noticed Ly 

• r 

_.=\.. D. Hope ('''fhc ~\poL'.alypsc of C:hri'.-itophcr Srnart: A Prelin1inary Skctc..::h~') in 
Studies in the Eigl:!t(:cnth Cc-ntu-ry, ed. R. F. Rrisscndcn ~Canl,c[·ra, 196Hj. pp. ifig-
i H 4) ; A l hL rt J. Kuhn has shoi.v n t ha i:: sue ll con-r icti ons \Ve re not extraor<li n-ary 
a1nong respected religion".- think t:::Ts in En gia nd in the l i 5 os ~u, d 1 760s C ·ch ristoph ier 
'Smart; The Poer as P:Hri()t of the Lo1·d1 )' ELH, XXX r 1963], r 2 1-1 :!4). 

4'i Th~~ r..:xpliclt link bet\\ "een ··Le() and ··For~~ lines. in l::.'.1.18 i~ the i<lc:a of "the 
vocal ~rpL'nt." Shuah js apt for three re~sons. Of tne "\'~uious people 11.a.1ned Shuall 
in rhc Hib,~l Srmut st:~u1s to have in rnind efrhcr Heber\; daughter ( t (J}ronicles 
7.y2) 01· Jud:ih\; u1othcr-in~lav.. ' (_Gc·,u::sis 38".! :ind I l; 1 C/;,.,onicll's 1.3); (he n-a111jng 
of either \\'0111an S.Ct\ ;:i hi(;kg:round for linking ~H.T i;,vith Boj in che relationship 
bet\veen E·vc:: 'ilnd Satan. The l lchr~w word shu~1 is tran~foted ;(rjchesi• -:.lt lob }6. 19 
and ncryingi, at lsaiJh 11.5 in d1c A uthori.r.cd \.r ~r~ion; 1·riches'' suggests the tem-
por:-il rewards which Snrnrt compbined <)l being denied in R r .r j~ thtc~ cnnplL:-ts 

l. l '. - ,,. B L, h .] i~ ( • 1· ) \:l? 1 ·• s d car tcr) ::in, cry mg sugge!;ts oa t e 'i.-1oc11,1, serpent · 1ny 1t::1 1cs . .,... . r. . tc~ 
poinred OU[ th.at the nauw "boa" rnay hf:! dcrin ~d from the Greek f5o'r"/ meaning ·•a 
-cry), ( Chrbtopher Smart, Rejoice i-n the Lr:nnb: A Song frrnn Redl.rnil ed. YVil1l~m 
For~e Stt.:ad LLondoni 1939]) p. l';t:z). ·rherc 1na y also be an onornatopocic relation 
ber:,Ji?een Shuah ::i.n(l the . ~c:rpc:ntT Shuah sounds like ::1 se1·pent\ hiss; the hi~"l is 
st rongl r linked with Sa tan in ~-ii l ton\ p a1' {ld J:tf;' T. CJJt ( X. 5 04- _r! I. and Cf. J ubi l.-,t (; 
A};no, n T .:i. 3 1-2 ll ) .. ..-.n<l S::1.rnn is peculiar! _r ' 1tht2 voca~ ~t:rp'!nt. 11 

P,iny\ "f'..latural ll~~tory :.i.nd L:Jtin, (:i:reek\ and Hebrcu -- dictioniri~s are p~r-
t..icul:u·l_y hdpful. The e:xplicative method v{hich considers Bihlica, allusiuns and 
m nl tilingu.:. l pun..-.. in S1 nan? s tc x t is part:t cul~ r l y in <lcbted to \V. i\1. i\I ere h-an[ { ., P~t~ 
terns of Refcrcnc:c. in S1nart~s ju.hila.tc Agno/~ H.\RVARD LIBRARY Buu.:i::Tt~, Xl\. 7 

[ 1 ¢0 J, 2 0-2 6) and Ch j rle s Par isl 1 C ~chr i~Lu phcr Sn1art ':s K no,.v ledge of Hebre,;,.vt 
Studies in Philology, L\tlU [1961], 516-;ri). 
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Sn1art never abandoned h1s versc~forn1+ The coup]cts a.re invariably 
like 8 r. 18, vlhich I have given above~ in their use of the \vords ''Lee" 
and ~iFor'' and in thejr naming of a person and an animal. 

1 .. hree .invariable features of each couplet are here to be explained: 
the presence in the 1~Let') ]ine of, first~ a man or ,von1an, and, second, 
a men1ber of the natural creation; and third~ the logic~l relationship 
be t\v e en the tvv o lines of ea ch couplet ,v hich is implied by th c ,v ords 
"Le tn and ''For.~ J s J\n ac cc pt abl c cxpla nation \Vill bring us close 
to the creative center of Jubilate Agna since the poen1 is supposed 
to ha v c been written in this unique v ersc-£ orn1 through on t. The ab~ 
scncc of ''For'' lines to accotnpany the '~Let'~ lines of Frag1nents A 
and D~ and the absence of "Let" lines to accon1pany the ''For~ 1 lines 
of Fragn1ent B2, arc gcneralJy attributed to the Joss nf the relevant 
paircs of Smares n1anuscript and not to his abandon1nent of the versc-
for111 he had crcated.9 \\le need to understand the origin and sig-
nificance of thb. form if ,ve arc to appreciate \vhat Smart undertook 
in his long and cryptic i\lagnificar. 

Although several critics have retnarked on the verse-form of Jubi-
late Agn o, none has explained the features noticed in the previous 
paragraph. The 1n osr in1 portan t and infl ucn tial rcn1ar ks ,v ere 111 ad c 
by Y\l. H. Bond, to \Vhon1 our kno\vledgc of the Let: For couplet is 
due. Bond perceived that ,i\l. F. Stead,. v.d10 discovered S1nart's 111ann-
script, had overlooked the relation between its "Let" and ''F ortl sec-
tions. Stead's edition rn had printed Sn1art's text as though the n1anu~ 
script pages of ,L 'l~et'' and ''for'' lines \Vere independc nt. Thus Stead's 
observarjons on Jubilate Agna's verse-form 11 ,vcre not offered in 
explanation of the Let: For couplet, since he had not noticed its ex~ 
isn~nce. Srcad's argument for the influence of J{ohcrt I .. o,vth's De 

i; 1 do not cl aJm that the J ogi cal p ossi bi l i tics of the verse- f orrn a.re usually ex-
ploited in the poem. But l1y choosing the 'i.vords "I ,et" and ' 1F o.-'' to introduce the 
two line~ of hi~ c:oup!c:::rs., Smairr. created a lngic::i.1 in1plication which i:-i inv.1riab ly 
prcscn t, even ff it is r:trc] y incorporated in a coup] ee s explk: it n1can in g af tcr th c 
ti rst part of Frl gment B I. 

[I There is full descriprion of the manuscripr: in lubilt1r.e Agno 1 ed. \V. H. Bo-nd, 
pp. 1 6- H). _,.,\ rt h ur Sherbo 1s ren1ar ks are ty pi c :11: u onI y a bout one third of [ the 
poem J su rvivc~- From what remains . . . .l t n ppca rs that Sniart had intend c d 
throughout to write matching pairs of verses,, ( CbriJtophr:r Smart: Scholar of the 
University [Ea.~t L:ansing1 :\-1ichigan1 1967], P· 1 2.8). 

10 Chdstopher Sm~rt, Rejm'r;r. in the T_a:1nb: A 801111. fn:nn Redlam, ed. \:ViJliam 
Force Stcad1 Lon Jc m. 1 9 3 9. 

11 lhid., Appendix J\ 7 ~ "On the \ 7erse-Forrnt pp. :2:96 -3,00. 
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Sacra Poesi Hebraeorum, 12 bv \vhich he ai111cd to sho\v that Smart .. 
''\:ras trying to introduce various characteristics of Hcbrc\v poetry)' ia 

into Jubilate Ag-no, sa\v the devices ,vhich Lu\vth had thought typical 
of Hcbre'"v versification, such as paralleEs111 and antithesis, in the re-
]arions of various '~f1~or1' Jines from Sn1arf s 111anuscript.14 

It ,vas \,\l. H. Ilond \vho proposed Lo\vth ,s in-Aucnce on S1nares 
couplet f oITil+ \\ir hen Bond fir!-lt announced his discovery of the anti~ 
phonal relationship bet,, .. een ''Lee' and ''F orn lines~ 18 he suggested 
that Sn1art o\ved this verse-forn1 to the Bible and the Book of Con1-
mon Prayer. "The interplay and alternation of phrases beginning 
\Vith these vvords r Let and For] run all through the liturgy/' ltl Hond 
,vrotc, and cited in illustration Psaltn 9 5, the Venite f;xultemus of 
The Order for !vlorning Prayer. He argued that S1nart had ,~rri tt en 
with ''the idea of an antiphonal co1npositionn l'] in 1nind. and, in the 
introduction to his Inter edition of Jubilate Agno~ he pointed out 
thar T ~o~rth had co1ntncntcd on the '~antiphonal or responsJvc char-
actcr'' rn of Hebrcv.r verse.. Thus Lo,vrh ,s description of Hcbrc,v po-
etry, ''1nuch of [ \vhichJ \Vas designed to be spoken or chanted by t,vo 
groups," 1~ became a source for Sn1art's couplet for1n. Hur .Bond ,vas 
thin king of the cou plct in a limited sense. His pri111c concern \Vas to 

1 . h t~L '1 d ''}~ l i 1· l Id ] b . exp a1n °";r )' et an -or 1nes s 100 1avc cen \.Vrlttcn on 
different manuscript pages+ He argued that Jubilate A,f.].110 ~\vas in-
tended as a. responsive reading; and that is '-V hy the I .,ct and For scc-
tio n s are p h y sicalJ y distinct \l'" h iJ e c or respo n dj ng v crse for verse~ . . + 

If 1S1nart l visualized an actual performance of Jubilate Agno. it \Vas 
apparently ,, .. ith hirnself a~ the second reader or responder .1 ' 20 

The essential f ea.tores of Bond\~ viev./ are no\v \\-"idely accepted~ 
In choosin~ the \~lords uLer" and ((For'' to introduce his lines1 Smart ..... 

la Ffrsr: pllhlishcd irt Latin 111 17 5 3, J ,O\.l'th\ kctu res were tran~fo.tccl by G. Greg-
nry as Lecturer 011 the s~cted Poetry r?f rhe 11 eh·r~.r;, .1 v·ol~ .. J .ondon? 1 i87 . 

.. & Rejoice fri the La111h': ed. \-V ... F. Stead, p. i96. 
u Ibid., pp. ::u;i6-1s,7. 
J;; ''Chriscopher S1n3rt 1s Jubilate A:!{_110~ ,) I r At~,. Aim LIK~A~ Y Rl; (_(,fTrN, l\' ( r 950), 

;9- 5 2. 
N Ibid., 45. 
1"• !hid., 51. 
1J- Jubilate A gt,i:O, ed. ,,r. H. Bond, p. 20. 

u I hid., p. 2u. 
l bid,~ p. 20. Chrjstopher Devlin think~ that S1nart ~(lnn abandoned r.hc idea of 

public pcrformanc:e ~nd that none of the extant "'"FoT~' lines is a product of this first 
intention ( Poor Kit s~naTr. [London~ 1961 j p. too). 
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is agreed to have been influenced by the Bible and the Book of Con1-
111on Prayer. 'fhc antiphonal or responsive character of the Let: For 
couplet is agreed to be an in1itarion of Hcbrc,v poetic~,. and the influ-
ence of L-o\vth is generally a]lo\vcd. 21 But the couplet in Jubilate 
A gno i~ a n1orc coniplcx phcnorncnon than the~e explanations sup-
pose. .!.~lthough the Ps~1lter can provide n1odcls for the interplay of 
phrase~ beginning ,vith the ,, .. ords "Lee' and ~-For/' 2::! neither the 
Bible nor the Book of Co111111on Prnyer nor Robert l....10\vth's lectures 
c::in sho\v a precedent for urging a person and an ani1nal to rcjoi<.:c 
togcthcrr Thts integral feature of rhe versc-fortn has been ignored 
in the C}\planations criticisn1 has so far offered, and ,:ve therefore lack 
a thorough understanding of the purpose of S1nart's cxpcrii11cntntion 
.in J uhilate A gnoT '2:! 

~\Jy suggestion i~ that Sn1art o,vcd the basic elements of the L-et: For 
couplet to -fhon1as 'Hobbes's ren12rks i'Of the Several Suhjccts of 
Kno\vledge'' 1n feruiathan: 

l~hcre are of I{~T O \VJ .£I )(i E nvo kinds; '\\-' here( l f ( )n e j s kn owl fd ge of 
fa Cf.: the other kn owled ge Of f. be C onse quen Cr! of (J'/'J e J (firm.ati on t O ;1}} 0 t her. 
The fonn{T is nothing else, but sense and 1ne1nory~ and is absolute kno"l).;ledge, 
as \\.·hen '-VC sec n: fact doing, or rc1ncmber it done: and this is the knn\v]edge 
required in a ,v1tness. -rhc Iartc:-r is cal1ed science~ and is t~onditiona.l, as \vbt ·n 
\Vt kno'\-v, that .. if th.e ·figure shrrwn be a circle:~ the-n tuty line through the centre 
shall divide it into two e qua I parts. And this is the kn O\v ledge required in a 
p hilo S( > p her; that is to say, of hin1 that pretends t( > reasoning. 

The register of kno71,:Jedge of fact is called history. \\.:'hereof there be nvo 
sorts.: one caltcd 1u,1tural bistory; which js the history of such facrs, or effects 
of n:1.ture, as have no dependence on n1:1n's -v . ..1ill; ~mch as arc the histories of 
1netals, plants~ l'1ni1nals, regions, and the ]ikeT The other, 1s ci'i.,1il hiJrorv; \vhich 
ii;; the hisron:r of the \-'(lluntnrv actions of men it1 con1nJon wcaiths. 

r 

The rcgistcn of sccence, arc such books as contain the de1nonstrations of con-
set l u enc es of one ffirma ri on~ to another; and are con1n1 on 1 y ca1l ed boo ks of 
philosophy; \\.rhereof the sorts are n1any, a.ccord1ng to the divcrsit~,.r of the 

r -n1atter~ and 1nay be di vidcd in such n1anncr as I h~ve divided them ln the f ollo\v-
ing table. 24 

.'.!: !Vluin. Dcarnley has argu~(1 that Smart cou[d ha v~ taken his form and rhyth1n 
directlv frmu the Rible wichout resort to Lowth's kctures ("the Poetry of Chri.,t()-. . . 
phe1r Sru;1.rt [London. 1968]. p. q.o). 

See especially Ps:-drn 95. r-3 and 6---7, 96_ r r-1 3, .-ind 98.8-9-r in the Ps<1ltcr. 
l:'hc view that Jubilate Ag,w i a conscious exp~ rimen t is d uc to '\V. H. Bond, 

op. cit. (note 15), 5l. 
f_e-,...~ia.t.bm or 1 the J .. fattt:"T, Forme t1nd Po"..D.t.:r of a Cmnmon'7..xw.ltrJ, Rcclesiastic~1U 
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In v.iev.-· of Hobhc~\; rcn1ark~, the couplet structure of Jubilate Agno 
den1onstrates that Sn1art i~ both '\vitnes.s'~ and .:,philosopher~\ he hus 
nlastery· of the kinds of kno\vledge. '~J(uo~ledg;c of {act'' in both its 
sorts is represented in the "Let" lines: "ncu·ural history" by the crea-
tures, and '' t::i-.;,J bist ory ·p by the na 1l)Cd figures+ ~, /( no--u:ledge () r tbe 
conseqttence of one Jjfir1n.1tion to anot f:H·r~? is represented hy rhe re-
lation btt\vecn •tLef) an<l ~iFor"!') lines. 

There is disagrcen1ent over the originality of Hobbes's classifica-
tion of the kinds c)f kno\-vlcdge. Richard Peters has argued that since 
"l-lohbe~/ philosoph i-cal inspiration Jared fro1n his discovery of 
geon1crr_v· t it is not surprising that he adopted funJarncnra11.r the s:une 
position as J)lato and l)cscartesn N in distinguishing L~lu:t\\'ttn experi-
ence".' on rhc one hand~ \\Thi ch gives rise: to hisroric:al kno,\de:<lge and 
prudence, and reason v .. ·hich gives rise to scientific ( or philosophical) 
kno,vlcd~c and \risdon1. 1' ~(J But 1\-lichacl Oakcsl1ott has \V rittcn that 

L.• 

~, H ol)bes is near the beginning of a nc,v vic,v of the struclurc and 
parts of kn()\V ledge\ a ch·,1 ngc of vic,v \vhich bccan1c clearer jn the 
generation of l .,(Jckc and Vias con1plctcd by l(ant+~1 27 The novelty of 
rfobhes)s pusition., according to (Jakcshorri arises "fron1 an attc111ptcd 
but irnpcrfc<.:tly a(.:hievcd disdnction bct,vcen scJcncc and philosophy. 
rfhe distinction, ,vell knO\V n to us 11.0\V is that bet\VC.CD kno\,dedge 
<Jf things as they appear and en<1uiry inro the fact of their appearing, 
bet\.\·c.:en a kno\t']edge (,vith al1 the 11eccss41ry assu111ption~) of the 
phennn1enal \.vorl<l and a theory of knn\\··Jcdge itself. Hobbes ap-
P re ci ate d this d_istincti on, an <l h.is a p prtcia ti on of it allies h i1 n \-Vi th 
1 .. ockc and \Vith l(ant nnd separates hirn fron1 Bacon ::1nd even Des-
cartes.') ~8 rrhus Peters hold~ that Hobbc~/s distinccion b~t,vccn fact 
and reasoning is of the san1c kind as PJaco's and l)cscartcs\ \vhcrcas 
Oakcshott holds that it 1~ novel in its in1 p lic.:ation of a distincrjon be-
t\veen science and philosophy. 

'fhe disagrecrnent bet\veen Peters and ()akeshott,. \vhich turns on 
the exact 111eaning (~f II(lbbcs)s discri1ninat1()ll ben.veen fact and rea-
soning, should not distract us fro1n the originality of Hohhcs's g~n-

and ( ,'i1~iL, ed. .\-ticlud Oakt:shott ( O:donl, T 94-6), p. 5 3. Hobbes 
sho,;,yjng the relationships bct\vccn rhc various pan~ of philo5ophy. 

::.. Hobbe!.r (Ha:cmondsworth, 1967}~ p. 4~. 
~IJ l hid., p. 48. 
~-L~--uiathm1, c..: d. !\:l . Oa kcs ho tt, 1 ntrod u c tiot~ p. xxi. 
"!1 fb'd .. - l ., p. :XXll. 

gives a table 
L. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIV, Number 2 (April
1976)

H arvnrd J_j b rary BuJJ etin 

eral f om1 ul a ti on. It re prcsc n ts a departure f r,om th c traditional di vi-
sions of k no,v ledge \·vhich run f ron1 Aristotle to Bacon. According 
to Father Copl.eston., it \:\'as .A.ristode's ''considered vicwJ~ 2~ that 
philosophy had t hrc c parts: ( i) Th -e ore ti cal, divided in to Physics,. 
!\.1athematics~ and lVlctaphysics, (ii) Practical, dealing \Vith Political 
Science, S rra tc gy,. Ee on omics, and Rhetoric, and (iii) Po ctic al, deal-
ing ,vith the Theory of ... .i\rt. Bacon,s classification in Of the Advance-
1nent of Lernnin}{ is essentially sin1ilar to Aristotle's. Bacon held that 
"The parts of human learning have reference to the three parts of 
!\Jan's LTnderstanding, ,vhich is the seat of learning: History~ to his 
A 1 em o ry,. P ocsy to his Itn a. gina ti on, and Ph iJ oso p h y to his Reason.~, :rn 

I-I e repeated th is classification in the first chapter of his Des crip ti o 
Globi lntellectualis. 81 In Of the Adva:ncement of J_earnin{{ Bacon di-
vided history into four kinds~ natural, civil, ecclesia.~dcal, and lit-
erary; 32 in De Augmentis Scientiarum, ho"vever, he reduced eccle-
siastic al and Ii terar y histo1y~ to su bsec ti o ns of civil history. as Thus on c 
111ight 111ovc fron1 Bacon~s view to Hobbes's by rejecting the inde-
pcn dent claim of <'Poesy'' and adopting the divisions of history f ron1 
De Augmentis Scientiaruni rather than frotn Of the Adtz)anceme11t of 
Learning+ But this break from the tradition of Aristotle could not be 
made \Vithout redefining \vhar Bacon caHed the 1~parts of l\.1an"s L1n-
dcrstanding." A nc,v psychology, such as Hobbes provided, ,vould 
th us be required. 

S1nart's recantation about Hobbes makes it likely that the couplet 
forn1 of Jubilate Agno is indebted rather to the clear and forceful 
statement in TJe1.,1athan than to the work of any other ph1losopher. 
In the Tripos Verses 1t1ateries Gaudet vi Jnertiae,31 ,vritren while he 
\Vas an undergraduate at Pcrnbroke College 1 Can1bridge, in the early 
1 7 40s, Sr nan grouped Hoh bes ,v ith Spinoz~ Py rrho, Epicu n1s., and 
others; he condemned th em all as a theistic 1naterialists: 

~R Frcd~rk:k Coph:ston, S.J -~ A History of Pbilorophy i I: Greece and Ronu: 
(London., 1946), p. z 77. 

it~ Bk IT~ chap. I, para+ i; in The Pbtlosophical Works- of Fran.tis B.aco11, ed. John 
:\1.. Robtrtson ( London, 1905 ), p. 79. 

'dl l bid., p. 67 7, 
~2 Rk. II, '-=hap, 1, para. ii; in ibid ., p. 79. 
aa Bk. II. chap. II. para. i; in ibid., p. 4:z7. 
~, The ·v e rs.es s pp ear in Sm art's I' o t•11u on S 6'"i.JCral Occasions (London, I 7 51 ) 

and in Tb e Po rnns of the ln.te Christoph er Smn.rt, M.A., ed. Christopher Hunter, 1 

vols.~ Reading, 179 r~ 
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The Let:F or Couplet in S111arfs Jubilate Agno 
Hie ea ,nonstra habitant~ l] uac oliu1 suL lu1n.in.is auras 
-~latcti(:s pcpcrit :son1no p::n re. ll ·vidqs iste 
7..oilu:s~ & B::ivio non impar i\-lacv.ius; audax 
Spinoza i & Pyr rho. cu rnq u e Hoh h esio £pie ur LlS. ... 

Late in 1759 Srnart rec::inted. ~fj In B 1. 2 17 of Ju hi late Agna Smart 
,vrote: 

Let Cri~ pus re j oic c ,..v.i th Leviathan - Cod be gracious to 
the s:n u l of I-l ORR F.S. ,;,.v ho \:V::ts no a.t hei~t~ but :1 st rv ant 
of Christ~ and died in the Lord- I Vironged hin1 God 
forbYive me. 

For the \ 70ICE I is I of a :figure co111pleat in aU its parts.Jr 

.J..\.ccording to /l cts 1 8. 8, Crjspus ,vas "the chief rultr of the syna-
gogue'' at Corinth and \Vas converted and baptized by St. Paul. The 
conversion ,>f an en1inent Je\v n1ay have suggested to Sn1arr the gen-
eral conversion of the Je\vish people \'\-"htch1 in Chrisri~n escharology 
\.vill be one of the fina] event~ of \vorl<l history. 1 f so, the associa-
tion of Crispu~ \virh T Jeviarhan is con1prchensible) for Is:11ah had 
prophesied that on the J)ay of Judgment '(.tht lJJlll) i.vith his sore 
and great and ~trong s1-vord shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, 
even leviathan that crooked serpent~ and he shall slay the dragon 
thar is in the sea' J ( / j'aiah 2 7 + r) + I .. eviath :u1 suggests Hobbes a r once. 
Crispus is apt since Sn1art has changed his judgn,cnt of Hobbes as 
Crispus had changed his of the true religion. 

~l'he relevance of R1 .2? 7 to the vctse-fonn of Jubilate Agno derives 
from its '~Forn line+ Tn preceding couplets S111art has argued that 
HA l R is pu r i fi Cd h y r ray Cr ,v hi Ch is n1 a<l C al OU d,.' ( R L 2 ,_ 4) bcca u SC 

''SOU7\'.J) is propagan~d in the spirit'' (111.2 z6). Then in B1~22 7 ,vc 
11~ Pncn1s, ed. C. Hunter. TI. 14 ~- H untcr also prints a traC1slation of the Y"' er~e~ 

The Tonple of nulncrr. L? the Rev, :\·fr, Fawk~::i. f ;:rv.'kcs rendtTs the lines 
quoted as follo'-V:S; "Thdr h..:i bitation here those monsters keep. / \Vhon1 ~fatter 
father,.d on the God of Sfoep: / Here Zoilus. ,.,:virh cank'ring em.'}-"" pale, / Here 
\-hwvius. bids his brother Hav111$, h::i.H; / Sp1no;,:a, Epic;t1tc~ ::i.nd aH tho:,;c n1ous / Of 
wicked ~·ks. fro1n Pyr.rho do'-,'tl ro Hnbbes 1 ' (Poons 1 ed. C. Hw1ter. 11, 1 +3). 

!:H) Il1 .:! l 7~ '--:vhich contains Sm:1rf s rec::1.ntationi \\'::ls \Vritten benve.en 5 I'\" ove1nber 
1 759 (B 1.1 RH) and 15 Deccu1lu~r J 759 (R1. 35}). The recs.nt:J.ti-on has been notice cl 
hv \\-'. 1 L Rond ( note to B [, 12. 7 in hifi. cdttion of J 1ihifate AJ..rJU) J anJ A rthl•r ShtrlJo 
( Christopher 81nart: Schofo.r fJf the Unitr..:ersity., p. z 7) an1ong other~. 

~; .\·ty- rcstor::u:ion of tl1as '~For'1 line differs frrnn that of \ -V. F. Stc::id. and \V_ T1. 
B<1nd. \.1 r ;,1.rgunH . .:nt is. ncJt atT cctcd l)y tht:: tc:\tl!::ll problem, Smartjs idc:~ (h:ar 
1-lobbes !'died in the Lord•' finds support fr01n John A ubrcy ( ~cc Aubrey 'J R·rief 
Lhies, ed. Olivc-r Lawson Diel< I London. 1949 l. p. r 56). 
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read that '1 the \/()IC~: I isj of a figure cotnplcat in ~lll its partsr~, T11c 
obvious sense of this Jinc is rhat the voice issues fro111 the \Vhole 111:1.n. 

lV'c kno,\ .. Srnart thought the voice to arise ''fro1n the body and the 
L T 

~pirie' ( B 1. 2 3 9) in con junction; he nH1dc a sitnil ar point in the '~for" 
line of the coupler i n1n 1 edfracly f ollo\Ying r:he one ,vc arc discussing: 

For a n1:in spc1ks J-Jr\.-lSE.T.F f rotn the cro\.vn of his head 
to the sole of h1s feet. ( B 1.118) 

If l ~'-L "'.'-:0 - B '( !"'.I h - i-i: },' 'i 1· -\Ve ta ...:c ngurc 1n 1. 2 7 to nu:.·an n1an"'.I t en ns or 111e 1s 
consonant ,.,·ith Sn1:1.rt\ opinion of the voice e lsc\\-'here in / uhilate 
A B ' k ''" '1 . i f h " gno. ut \Ve 1nay ~us<> ta ~c hgure to rncan .. hgure () spect . 
.. A.s rhc voice \vith \vhich ;.~:1 1uan spe~k~ IIJ ~1SFJ.JF'"'.' issues frotn a 
proper con1bination of body an<l spirit, so an authentic poetic voice 
issues fron1 a figure of speech \Vhich is '-lcornple:it in all its parts." The 
ref ercnce to I Iobbes and Lcvin.t han in the ~'"Let" line of B 1. :z 2 7 sug--_, 
g-ests th:1t S1112rr thought his poetry (his ''"\7"CJICE~~) to issue fron1 a 
figure \V hich \Vas ~\:01Hpleae, he cause it incorpor-ared hoth fact and 
reasoning~ \\-"hich is ro .~ay that ir repre.sc~red the \vhole range of hn-
Inan kno\v l cdg·c :1.s Hobhes h~d <lefi ned it . .... 

Sn1art's debt to l-f obbe~~~ description of knov"--ledge \vould allo,v 
us to ~uggcst explanations of the three features conunon to all the 
Let: For couplet~. 

First.., Srnarr 11:unes n1en and \\·on1en in his ,.(Lctn lines because he 
is \1;-riring a ~'ch)il hi:uory"'.'' \vhich chronicles and celebrates those ,vho 
have n1ade a signific:1.nt contrthution to the progress of the ,vorld f ro111 

the Flood to the ~-Ii llrnniun1. lf \.ve look at the na111cs in detail~ ,ve 
,vill find that their order is broadly historical. 39 In Frag1nents .A. and 
.Br Srnart progrcss~s f rorn oan ( .. .\ .4) to .A. nti pas (BIT 2 9 5), f ron1 
(ienesis to l~e·:~elation.40 1"'herc are not four hundre<l and seventy 

The first pc rson nan1ed in /ubihff.e Agno is i\"" oah. (.A.4). i\.d::1111 and 1nan ·s 
disn b c d ien ce \vou] d h.1 ve st rue k a "i.\TO ng note ir1 a po{' m ,;,.v hose op cning line in v t t cs. 
,1~ to (:i:..:1i:.:hr::i.te our R t.::dc111ptton. The- Fioo(l is tr:,1clitton:llly :t typt: of the.: l .:Js.t Jud~-
n L(':n t) so L; ::\\u I, :1 nd his. C.::Ul[ l p;1 n }' ~, of A ·4 s I I ggc~t th c:: S;1. V C: d. S1n:lrt llS.C J thi typo] n 

ng-\.-' in On the Rtt..'rU1fJ• of tht.· SufJ·rt-11ne Jfri-ng, 17s(, (scr; Tbt Collected PocnH of 
Cbristoj1l.1~r ,\'n1,1rt, c.:d. iX or man C:.t11:.-an, 1 vols_ [Le mdon"'.I 19,t9J. I, z i6). 

i"J!, -1 ·he re ~1: 1·e 111a.n :·' except i o 11:e;: to ;i r egn I a r ch ro n o1 ogy n1on g the i: :1 r] ic r n a rnc s. 
For a Ji.';cuss..ion of the problcrns involved, sec the onpublishcd dissertatton ( C:1m-
bridgc, 197 :0 by C. P. ~-f acgn.:gor~ '·l~he Poetry of Christ: Christopher Srr1art's 
/uhitate Ag-,:w/~ pp. ?i,r-60 anJ 9u-~49. 

w The stoTy of ~o:Jh is recorded in Genes.is chs. 6 9; Antipas is nu.:ritioned in 
Re'l.-·e L1ti on 1. 1 3. 
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fi v c nan1cs bct\vcen l{e·~·clation ! . • 3, \V here .t\ntipas i:s 1ncntiot1cd, nd 
the Bib !c)s final verse; hut Srnarc 111av have cont1 nucd an historic~l 
schctne in the lo~r ~'"Lee) lines of Fr~grnent B2 ( B1 .296-i 70) lly nan1-
ing., for cxan1ple., the saint~, 1nartyrs, anJ fathers of the Church. Frag-
n1cnt Bl brc::1ks oft nn 2 6 _,_\uQ11st 1760,'n half \va·v rhrough Srnart's 

.... I r 'a.• 

i\-'1 illcnnial year. The historical pattern unJerl.ying the first three 
Fragments of Jubilate ... 4gno sccn1s designed to have been consun1111atcd 

11...• ..... 

sin111lta11cons l:v on p;:t per and in rc~lli t.\.. by the Sct:ond (~on1ing of 
Christ. 

l~he \·lillcnniu111 did not of course occur in the vear Sn1arl l1ad 
chosen. · fhc frustration of his first intention for Jubilate £4gno obliged 
S1nart to abandon or ref orn1 his \vork .42 Fragn1cn r (~".' "\V h ich hrc41 ks 
the f or\Yard historical ruovetnenr by- n~uni ng 111cn f ron1 rhc Books of 
b:zrJ and i\., e/Jc1niab': sho\i.,vs Sn1art rcforn1ing Juhilttte Agna into a ... 
prophecy. l"hns the historical progress is transf erre:d into the ·'For~, 
lines~ \vhich in Fra.gn1cnt C predict the n.:orld's advance f ron1 1 76 r 
through the \--HlJen ni11111 to the C\V J crusalcnL The nan1es f rorn 
Ezr.1 and 1\Tche111it1b can be argued to he analogically--apt, for they 
trace the developn1ent of Isr~H: 1 f ron1 the sc~ll tcred groups ,v hich \Vere 
released frorn C:aprivit~:' in Bahylon ro d1e purified religious conunu-
nfry \\~irh a nc1.v cit}\ a nc\v tcrnple, and ne\v covcn~nt 1n u rebuilt 
J erusaltn1. 43 In J~'rag1ncnt D Stuart narn~s F.n~lishmen. Rnr here l1c ... ... 
invari~hl y assigns cac h person na1ned to a ''house." ~rhus a ryp1cal 
line in this Fragn1c-nt begins: '""Let Dc\v".' house of Dc\v rcjoiceJ~ (lJ. 1). 
Sn1arr continues: i'Lct llound, house of Round rejoice''" (D.2) 1 and 
"Let N·e\l'", hou~e of "Nc\V rejojcc" (D.3). i\lav \Ve argue that S111art . .... 
here advances his histc)rica.1 schtn1c by celebrating 11ot only a particu-
lar n1an, but a \vholt line of 111en so nan1cd, fron1 the re1note ancestors 
to the rc.111otc descendants? 

Second~ Sn1art na1ne.i;; n1ernbers of rhc 11ar11ral crc~tion in his i,Lce' 
lines because he is \vriring a • (nat1tral histor·;/' \vhic h celebrates the 

'•1 According: to .Ard1ur Sherbo, ;'The 0,ltjng and l)rder ot the: F raguicnts oJ 
Christopher Sm.rirr\ Jubil,1te Agno.,'· 1 L\R\-_\JW Lum.Jr.RY Bt·u.FTi:--.;i X ( 1956). ~o:;-
u-4. 

-1-2 Sn1-:-ll't had ;.unpk tLTTH'. to cons.iae r his O\l·'ll preJic:nl1tnt and that of hi:=; poern 
hcfnre crnh::i.rldrtg on the p1nphcc;· it1 Fr:Jgme111: C. 1"1·agn1ent H2 1,:i,.·as fint~ht:d on 
t6 .Augi.nt r 760 { sec note + r ::i.bo\'-c), ~nd the eJg-hte.enth couplet of 1-" ragcl1Cnt C: i ... 
dared '·A1:uch 1:=:.t 1761. ~.S.'~ (C.r8). 1'hus rhe nrnnuscript as it lus sun·ivcd lr::,n~f., 
.t s-i x- rnonth in tt' nt:a l benvec n (he t \\'{) F rag[ 11 crt t "i. 

~a See note 39 J.liove for :rt::krence tn a discussion of the: na[HCs. 
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praise offered by God's cren tnrcs to their C....rearor. Because rhis praise 
is spuntaneous1 S1nart\~ "Let'i lines conunand n1en to join crcature:s in 
acts of rcjoicing~·14 Only rnen need be urged to praise God since only 
1nen can choose: nor to; it lvould be superfluous to con1mand nature 
to rejoice. Sn1art is not~ ho\vevcr, cataloguing the contents of the 
Chain of Being. Since the variet_v of creatures is infinite, in Smart's 
vievv/ii no such methodical survey of nature could be con1piled. The 
structure of Jubilate ARno is therefore dctcnnincd by i 'ci-7/il history'' 
rather than n,urtural hi:rtory/' for the process of h1sto!)-'~ is li111tted, its 
beginning and end <li~clo~e<l l)y the Chr.istian ft'vclation. Each i•I .. ct'' 
line ()f Sn1art~s p()em selects a crtature fron1 the in.finite Chain of Be-
ing and Jinks it ~:ith a figure fron1 the definite process of history~ and 

• not 1...:1ce -ve-rsa. 
Since its order depends on th~t of the historJ cal figures;rn S1nart's 

1 'natural history" has no forn1al structure of its O'-'rn.47 Although the 
crentures in f-ubilate A~no are broadly grouped into kinds~48 these 
groupings arc d~tcrmined hy the group~ng~ of the nu~n \Vith ,vhom 
the creatures are Jinkc<l and do not obey any sche1ne found inde::-
pendently in nature. Fish a.re obviously ~1pt for the Ke,v ·-restan1ent 
figures, and plants suit those fron1 Ezra and 0ir ebe1niab. 4~ Sn1~rt is 
prirnarily interested in the cxernplary value of each creature rather 

~--The- sp,nntaneity of rnnu (es prai~e is a comrnon topic 1n Smart\,; rcliginn~ vel\li:e. 
A typ~cal ~t~t..:n1cnt may Le found in the scco(ld paragr;,1ph of On tbe hnmenrity of 
the Sup·ren1e Reiag, r 7 5 r ( s:i::::t:: Collected Poe1nf 1 ed. l'\" _ C:;1!lan1 1, ::u7). 

-1!; Sec, for- cx:unple, J ubiLlte A grto, Br -5 3? [ 3 and r ~5-
..... A .5-H nuke this. point dear, Soi art nautcs, in order, .\ hr-alrn.111,.. Isaac,. J :1cob, and 

F~'l:=t u. TI 1 i:: gcncalngica.1 pn 1g ressi< Hl is obvious, 'r he J.111111 als in the~ sa rne 'L Lt: t'' 
Jines an.:? in nrdt.:"r1 -a Rani. ( ~an1el:s, rhi:: speclcJed Urovei :.1.nd a scape Goat. The.re as 
no Io gic inhc rc1l t in thi~ order, but the relation be tv.0ee n ea ch anJ rr1 al and the a p 
proprj ate Biblical ii gu i:-e is ea~ y to se~. The o nkr of the ani r 11 a ls is p:irasi t.i c un the 
order of the n1 Cf!. 

1' ,~ n cxccptic.n1. rnight he 1n,1de nf Sllch a passage .:as B1 .:.1I-295 ,vhere Sn1art 
m.11 l .1c..: fi ~hes in 1 U.[ ,1·c.:: c }t' less :a 1 ph:a hc:-cical order, 

"" See note 4 aboiTe-. 
j,~ fi'ish .sutr the :'-Je\v Testament figures bec:1usE: of Christ's '""o.-d~: uFo1lo\V 1ne, 

an ii. T w t11 make you fishers. of rucn ?) ( J,J 11tt he=u...' 4 .1 9) . Plants suit those fron1 R-zra 
and J."-.l~eb(!Jniah since the angd \\ .. ho t".1ught El',r.a the:: names of those ,vho ,vould ~nd 
·wouI<l not he sa. v e t1 al so instructed hiiu to ea.t only herbs and fl O\.V~ rs ( see the A p oc-
f).:phal 2 E ,-r;Jra.J 9. 2 3-2 6). Christo} J her D-cv Un has ren1ar ked that '1 Esdras, or F..7'TS.t 

v:--as one of Sm:1res grearesr Old Testament herot:s, second unJy perhaps tn D:.i·vid ~j 

( Poor Kit Srnartl p. 12.6). 
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than in an abstract order 'A--. hi ch 111 a y gov crn th en1 coll e cti v cl y. 11 In-
d ce d t only Vit• hen S1nart considers the ere a tures indi v id ua 11 y, 1 oo king 
for evidence of the hand of God at \\ .. ork in each~ can he learn from 
thcn1 \Vithout feeling that to be taught by the natural \~.rorld is de-
grading+ 51 Smart' s i nsiste nc c on th c infinity of the C:h ain of Being 
is part of his rejection of aH abstract orders in nature/~ ,vhich he felt 
n1ade n1an a spectator on narure and not a parricip:1nr \vith it in the 
univ crsal dn1111:1 of red emption. ;13 The best of the ('Let'' lin e8 relate 
the signs of God's inunancncc in both history and nature; n1en and 
animals arc linked because they cxcn1plify related facets of the strug-
gle to overcome Satan and advance both mankind and the Vlorld 
to,var<ls the l"'errestrial Paradise. ti 4. 

Third, Stnart c on.structs the logical relationship benv ee n the rn-o 
lines of each couplet v/hich is implied by the -.vords '~Let~i and ''For'' 
in order to de rn o nstrate his mastery of the de d uc ti ve logic rel 1 uired 
in 1t philosophcr. 56 But the ]ogic is interestingly ambiguous. Had 
Smart used a Let:Then structure, ,ve should rake rhe (~Let~1 line ro 
have both tcn1poral and logical priorit}-r. Bur the Let! For structure 
rnakes it clear that the reflection in the "For~i line is logically prior 
to the linking of man and animal in the HLct)' Jine. Thus the "Forn 
line offers a reason in justification of the pairing of man and animal~ 
The reflection is not deduced f ro1n the link. Thus the coherence of 
the empirical \Vorlds of nature and history is shovln to be Christo-

~:• See: Jubilate Agna, A.54~ B:2 .494, 7~9~ 7 57, and C.70-Ho. 
This fti-;ling of degrad~tion is fully articubted in the fin:1i 1,ar-r1graph of On 

the Ovtn ire i e·n ce of th c: Supren-te-B dtJ g 1 7; 2 ( see C oUc c ted Po ~1J1s, ed. N. Ca.I la~ 
I, l :H). 

i;~ Smart,s changing arritude to l"\" c\\--tun. for exan1ple, can Le seen by comparing 
On t be OmtJit C frr-n ce Or J he Su-prenle Being (Collected p oemr, ed. N. Ca.JI an' l:' 1 3 3) 
v.--ith J ubi l tc A gno B r , l 9-z to. In the: first e\vton j s ~-irrcf raga 111 L proof / ()f 
n1an's vast genius/' and in the second he is ''ignorant.~) 

The id ea that 1~ at L1 rt con I hats Satan o ccun. throughout f u bi hue A g,n o, but see 
e~peci:iUy B1.2 2 l-112. :\1an\~ duty tu help nature r~cover from the Fall is clear 
fron1 C. t55-160. Smart,s sense of p:::articipatit.m ~--ith th~ n:atural cn . .::ation i~ perhaps 
1nosr tellingly expressed in stanzas 6--8 of Hymn XXX/1: ~rhe J-..1 ati·vity of ()ur Lord 
and Sm.,1iour J esur Christ frorn Sn1ares li ylmH ilnd 5'piritual Songs-, r 76; { see Cal-
lee t~ d Pa t'1J1r, ed. N. Ca1lant 11~ 84 7 ) . 

r. For a discussion of [he subtlcry ·ivich ,vn 1(.: h Srnart can exhibit such relations, 
'.-iL'"C the ,1n pu bl ishe d d a sserta tion ( Cun b1·id ge, 19 7 5 ) by C. P. ~i\acgRgor, ~·Th~ 
Poetry of Christ/' pp. 1 5 0,--:z 19. 

i;:; Smart ~s interest in logic enlE!rg~s in Jubilate Agno i B2. 3 5 C}-3 6 z , This fa h.i.rdl y 
surpris..in g in unc who had been Prnelector in Philosophy and R hetotic s. T; Cambridge. 
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centric; their order f ollo\vs f ro1n the Christian appe.rceptions recorded 
in the "For" lines. 

By presenrtng the 1ogic 1 n reverse order,, S111;1.rf s I.Jet: For c.:ouplets 
ex pl oi t the diff ercn ce 1 le t"\VCe n te m pora] a n<l 1 c }gic al co 11SC( 1 ue: n cc. 
The 1nor:1l Christian reflection sceu1s to folhnv f ron1 the crnpiric::11 
observation in the "I ... ce, 1111 c. But c lo~er attention revca]s both that 
the observation is not strict!? en1pirical (Srnart conltnands it to exist; 
.it is nor a ugi ven ,~) and th8.r it is ] ogic::ill :v dependent on the moral 
truth of the ''For~' Iine. Sn,arr is tf)-'"ing to <lo justice both to per-
ception and to appcrception. By 1naking it difficult to he sure ,-vhich 
8hould clairn priority, Sn1art n1ak es hoth sccn1 sin1ulrancou.~. The .v 
are rnanifestations to different hun,an faculties of the sa,nc creative 
pr1 nci p] c~ for God 1~ the source of both. 

It \,,-ould be foolish to undcrcs:ti111ate the in1portancc of the anti-
phonal pan:crn in Jubilate Agna. S111art is plainl:v indebted to the 
Psalter'.! and very probably to Robert Lo\vth, for the idea of begin-
ning corresponding lines \Vith the \Vords "'Lce1 and ,if or." "\,\\ H. 
Bond \Vas surcl y correct \\.-hen he \v rote th~1t the J ,ct: For cou pl ct 
sho\vcd Jubilate .. /1.gno to be '\1 conscious cxpcrin1cnt in a f orn1 ne\\~ 
to English poctryTn r.H But an appreciation of S1nart's debt to l-Iohbc.s 
shovr·s the expcrirnent to have heen inorc than a technical one. S1nares 
ver!\e-f()fnl en1h()dacs h1.c:; desire to C<)1nn1uni catc the dependence of 
the \vho]c range of human kn(n-vJedge upon Christ. i\.lthough the rich-
ness- ''":irh \vhich he rr1akes use of rhc possibilities of his vcrse-fonn 
degenerates as the pocn1 progresses~ \Ve should not lo~e sight of Sn1~rt's 
intclJecn1aI cxpcrjn,ent. His verse-forn, in1plics hi~ conviction that 
''the method of ph,lo~ophizing is in a po~rurc of Adnr-ationn (Br .268). 
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