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The Inaugural Address of Edward 
Wigglesworth as First Hollis 

Professor of Divinity 
Leo A1. l(aiser 

-•HE EI\ ·1INE::-rT Al\1ttRlCAN HIS'TORIAN, Samuel Eliot 1\1orison 
of I-larvardi has produced the 1nost sti1nulating account ;1. of 
the establishment at the Camhrjdge school of the HoJlis 
Professorship of Divinity in 1722, and of the appointment 

of Ed,vard "''igg]es,vorth as its first incumbent .. Those jnterested in 
,vhat measures~ some of them perhaps a little short of ,vholly-laudable 
ideals of procedure - ,vere taken ~t the CoJJege to have the Chair fil1ed 
by '''igglcs\vorth ,vi11 do ,vcll to turn to l\1 orJson \~ sprigh t1 )T pages. 
Here ,ve are concerned rather in presenting in edited form, a1ong ,vith 
a contemporary translation, the Latin oratio delivered by "\]iliggles-
,vorth at the inauguration ccrcn1onics of 24 October 17 2 z/ before an 
audience that included President John Leverett/ the Council~ Over-
seers, Students) "and a Nu1ncrons Congregation of Pious and Learned 
Gcnt1cmcn of the Neighbouring To,vns.H :i Governor San1ucl Shutc 1 

though addressed at the beginning of the orl1tio, \Vas absent due to the 
jnclen1ent ,veather .. 

The l...1atin text of '''igglcs\vorth's remarks i~ preserved in t\vo n1anu-

1 Tbrce C c11t1ffies of fl arvt1.rd (Cambridge, 1936 ), pp. 66--69. Sec also Cljfford K. 
Shipton 1 Sibley's H a,-,-J"ard Graduates: Blograpbical Sketcbes of Tbose TV ho Attended 
Har-vard College (Boston, H)3 7) ! ,-, 548-549. 

c. 1693~1765; A. B. Harvard, I 710. 
:s The datei ' 1October 13, 1711,'' given by J\Iorjson (p. 67) is not supported by 

rn ~nu~ c rip t cv id ence. 
4 1662-1724; A. IL H·arvard~ I 680. President of Harvard from I 708 to I 714. The 

La ti r1 sp ccch by I ...ev erc t t ,:v hi ch opc,1cd the ccrcm onics has b ccn cd j tcd by the 
present ,v-rircr for a farthcon1ing issue of A1anustripta. On other Latin nration~ by 
f....evtrctt, -~cc Leo 1\·L K:frscri ~'Apta ct Condnn:"J Oratio: ·-rho 1703 Conuncn~cmcnt 
Ad dress of John Lc ·verett,} Af anur cri pt a, XIX ( 197 5), 1 59- 1 7 o; ''Pra c Ga. u d io, Prac 
Luctu: The First Cornn1cnccn1ent Address of President John Leverett/' HARV_&.RD 
LlERARY Bt:11.J:r.nKi XXl\:r ( 1976)t 381494. 

6 Le rerett's m anus ctipt Do o k Rel~ ting to Col] e ge Affairs in the Harvard A re hives. 
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script copies: the carJier forming part of Lcvcrctt"s 111anuscript Eook 
Relating to College Affairs in the Harvard University Archives; the 
later, ,vith an elegant Eng]ish translation in the sa1nc hand on facing 
pages, in the FJ1enezcr Park1nan 7 manuscripts at the An1erican Anti-
quarian Societyr.. It is the opinion 1 ho,vever, of '\'illian1 L. Joyce, 
Curator of j\ 1lanuscripts at the An1crican Antiquarian Society, one in 
,vhich I concur~ that the hand,vriting of the later Latin text and its 
trans 1 a ti on .is pro ba bJ )' not rh n t of Eben ezcr Park n1 an. 

Though its scribe is gs yet unidentified., it is essentially the later ( or 
"corrected,.,) l...1atin text that appears belo,v, the variant readings of the 
Leverett text being listed in the footnotes~ 

For a11 its being a some\vhat sober effort compared to the sparkling 
Latin con11ncncement addresses of a. Urian Oakes 8 or of Leverett him-
self., n1ost readers ,vill echo the cornmcnt of fa111ed diarist S11n1uel Se,vaU 
\Vho ,vas in the audience that "l\1r. \i\ 7jgglcS\vorth n1adc a. good Oration 
in Latin." 8 Besides the expected Biblical quotations and paraphrases 10 

are occasional classical re1niniscences that kno,vledgcablc listeners 
,vo11 ld have approved, even though they no tcd else,vh ere some rare or 
post-classical ,vords. j\1oreove-r, ,vhat .sccn1 to be personal fl.ashes of 
eloquence occur, as e~g., in these four passages: Hflumine libcralitatis 
indesinenter cxundantc"; "trepidat anhnus n1cus et movetur c loco suo~\ 
~'9un1n diu in hac stationc pcrstitero~\ ''opus n1cac fortassis imbccilli-
tati convenientius." 11 

t Fro 1n va r.ious f o o tnote.s L c 1 ou· on the L"cl rj n text the reader may discern how 
,·arions: changes n1ad~ by Le,~erett in h1s inanuscript Ilook ,,·ere accepted by the 
\V ri ter of the or her Latin copy. 

7 Th~ Re \'"C rc-n d Eh cnezer Park man ( l 70 3-1 78 2 ; A. B. Harvard, 1 ri. i ) js .rcmem-
b ered today ]argdy for the. diary he kept. The fate of '\V'jggleS'\1i;orth's ~urograph 
copy of h Ls (Jr at io is not prcscn t1 y kno,v n. 

8 S cc G. L. I{i ttred ge and San iucl E. J,1 orison, 'l U rj an O;l kcs~ Salutatory Oration: 
Con1mcncc1nent, r 677/' Pub}icntio11s of tbe Colonial Society of Jl1((rs:rcbusctts, XXXI 
( 1935), 405-436; Leo l\1. Kaiser, HThe Orntio Quintfl of Urfon Oakes~ I-lan~ard l67St 
H u111~ n t st i c n l.,o v(ln i ens fo 1 XIX ( 1 97 o), 4 S 6-5 08; "1 'hc Unpublished Orat io Se cu ,J d a 
of Urhtn Oakes, Harv=.lrd1 l 67 s .,n Hunmnistic~ Lovaniensin, XXI ( 1972 )., 385-412; 
''Terccn ten a ry of an O f"..l dun: The ) 672 Comm enccrr1 c n t Add rcss of U rian O l kcs /' 
HAR\"ARD L1B&A.R1: BuLLET1.N, XXI ( l 973 ), 7 5-87. 

0 i\·1. Ha 1sey Tho mas, ed. 1 The Viar y of Snnzu el S ewallt 167 4- 17 .2 y (New York, 
r 973 ), II~ 997· 

10 Some of V,'igglesworth]s quotations ,ve mRy well have failed to recogruzc. 
11 \Vhen ,, 1igg)e5\vorth had finished speaking Lever~tt a(ldcd the follo,ving hcn~-

lUction1 hitherto unpublished: 
Nunc quitl re.Hat (Juin J\lun1cn it-erun1 venerenrur <.~adcste, iHumque Patl'.'cm 

1nise rfl:d onu in o hnixc suppl iccn1 us 11 t qui cq u id honor jst qui cq u id 1nu ncr j !) t ibi I d orni nc 
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1 ... he Eng1ish translation is a 1nature and capable piece of \vriting., 
graccf ully hand]ing the Latin ,vi th happy and independcn t phrr1sing 
,vhilc convcyjng its exact sense unbound by any sl:nrjsb construing. It 
may fall ,vithin the realm of Jike]j hood that '\'igg l eS\\'Orth hi1nsclf ,vas 
responsib]c for it. 

The essence of \~'igglcs,vorth's ren1c1rks is that all t11..1th conducing to 
a good Jjf e is either found in or dcd ucible f ronl I~Ioly Seri ptu re; nun-
profi tah]c Spccu]ations', therefore nrc to be avoided. AH this iniposes 
a heavy obligation on the n1inistcr of God so far as both his flock in 
genera1 an<l young n1inds in particular arc concerned .. 

'\'hatevcr specific reactions Y\'igglcs\vorth proYoked by his inaugu-
ral oration in the n1inds of his coJlcagu cs, it sccn1s clear that he did not 
prejudice his case \Vith Harvard students, ,vith ,vho111 he rcn1aincd a 
priinc favorite and a considcrab]e theo]ogicnl influence as he "led the 
,vay," to use l\1orisun's vivid phr~1singt "out of the lush but f carso1nc 
j ung lcs of Ca]vini.i;1n, into the thin, clear ]ight of U nitarianisrn . .,, 

1 .. he L.atin text hclo,v h~s been edited f ro111 photocopies of the n1anu-
scripts. SpelI ings, hut not necessari] ),. paragraphing, capita}jzationt or 
punctuation., are unchanged. (In the English translation hoth spellings 
and capitalization are left uncl1angcd.) Scribal errors"! on1issions., cor-
rections, clu1nges1 and other nota bilia of the 1nnn11scrjpts are listed in 
the f ootnotcs. Niu116ers in the text in pareq.thcscs arc page nun1bcrs of 
the mannscript 8.t the American Antiqnarfa.n Society, those in brackets 
the page nutnbcrs of the manuscript at Harvard. 

To rhe Arncric2n Antiquarian Society 1111d to J-Iarvard University 
thanks ure herc\vich expressed for pcr1nission to publish the texts, and 
for providing photocopies and the n1any kindly services that so greatly 
facilitate the labors of the researcher. To the Nc,vbcrry· J....ibrary I 
an1 again indebted for various-courtesies+ The Con1n1ittee on Research 
of Loyola University of Chicago granted a leave of absence ,vhich per-
mitted beginning this study.1z 

revcrcn.dc, di,•jna providentia. concedctur tiuique hnponitur, id totun1 c:-: sua grati1 
"superaLundanti cedat in jpsius gloriain, in fundatorjs coron-an1~ in tui sohn1cn, in 
-a.cademicorrn·n ilocu111cntum f.t Acadctni-ic cn1olumenturn, quodquc ctiam diffuse toti 
R r i pu bit cae et Ecl'. lc-s; :1 c Nov-Anglican a r f c I ic iter et fa uste su cccssurun1. 

Quas petitionc.s ut ordincs, amplies1 ct urgcas:, in tc devolvitur, R evcr~nde Fr~ter 
ll1agcstcr Colman. 

Benjamin Culn)an acquiesced, and thereupon the first and second-last sr::anz-as of 
th c J 2 2 P.sa 1 m ·were sung by ,va y of conclusion. 

12 In the norcs to the text that f ollo,v I the symbols A and H ate used to indicate 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVII, Number 3 (July
1979)

322 Harvard T ... i brary Hulletiu 
Orario I·Iabita in Au la AcAden1ic11 c~ntnbrigicnsi 

1722. 

/\. Rcvcrcndo D01nino "Jidv:irdo \, 11ggles\vorth 13 

I I l 1J stri s~i n1 e l) o n1 inc Gu b er n rr tor, 3-J vn.,;; q u e hon ora nd i ad n1 o d unl ac revere n di 
Curutores, 15 Praeses, er Scnatorcs academjci. rn 

Si 111il1i anin1ac desidcrium 1ncac pern1issurn et a vobis congenito pudori 1 i 

jndu1tu111 fui~seti non aljas tcnuisscm part-es in solennirnte hodierna quan1 1nunus: 
n1ihi concredttun1 cun1 silcntio ct hu1nilitate acdpiendi! et cum n1origcro cordis 
proposito sun1n1opere studcndi ut oilicia cleioceps n n1e expectanda fidcUtcr 
saltcnl pcrfil'.'i:intur. Q uandoquidcn1 vcro poposccrunt 16 jlli rn quibus 01nne ob-
scquiurn ct ~bcren1 obedientiatn dcbcoi ut nonnihil dicam hoc ten1pore. ob-
tcn1pcrabo profecto jJlorun1 voluntatibus diccndo qu-ac pro tc,npore et occasio11e 
sufficcrc vidcnnn1r; indulgebo tan1cn indo]i honlinis n1in1n1c Joquacis hoc 
f acicrulo quaru patu.:i::isin1is. 

D.e cnin·cntu:s hujusce causa lact:a nc vcrbulo 21l quidctn opus [2 39] est; jan1 
enirn et ocu fo:; er auribus ~1 illan1 ~2 pc-rccpjstis. 1'-.1cguc tnagis nccc.s5e est ut 
indicen1 (;Uinam propterc-a deb ctn us gmtfos; ctcnitn 2·~ nnlli no.~trunl adeo ob-
tusa ge5rant pectora ~-:1 ut viri no1ncn ct f~n1an1 ncscinnt. 

J'\l on au re 1n gra titu do 111 ere h u 111.an ::r i 1n u] to nl in us Christi a na sin ct pi crns nt 
hnec pra~terean1, inobservuto ~H11abili ct non vulgari vcrac 2~ ch-a.rita.tis Chris-
rinnflC cxcn1ph.) a ]iberaU nostro benefactorc, Domino 2G Thon1-a I-Iollis/ 7 piis 
onlnib us cxhibito in tot r~nrisque conatibus (4) egregiis ad promovendun1 doc-
n·jnac ct rcligionis in Academia no~tra incrementum. 

Exc111p I utn quid on tale qua le1 si d evi n ci entes et rni ras s p e ctem us circu m-

the readings of the manuscript at the American Antiquarian Society and at H"J.nrard 
rcspccti,·ely. 

18 The tfrlc thus in A+ fl re-ads simply O rad o Ina u gu ra lis ab ips D Prof es sore 
pro 1 ta f u it v c rLi~ seq u entil>tt:s:. 

14 Samuel Shute ( 1662-1 74l ) 1 Go-vernor from l 716 to 172 2. 

l J n.~p c:: c:torcs H. 
lG-~cca(ktnici A. 
1'i pudore A. 
18 proposcerunt A. 
19 Hli above line in Ji. 
20 A word a pp ear j ng first ab out 9 70 A+ D. i .see R. E. Latham i R cvised A! cdi eval 

I.rrti11 H,. o,d Liu (London, 19:::;5). 
:21. auribus et oculis H. 
22 jllarn above line in H. 
~3 cdnhn HL 
2 -l Cf. \r ergil, Aeneid 1. 567 i non ohtnsa adco gcstll mus p e ctora Poen.i. 
25 A canccHed l'erae :ippc:us in 1-/ hoth before ch::tdt~tis and ~fter (~bo-ve) itT 
2{i di gn iss i 1110 (for Do n1ino ) H. 
2 7 Th onia. s I-Icl lis ( I 6 59- 1 7 3 I ) i a London merchant !lnd, though a Baptist, one of 

Ha.rvard's chief 1.Jenefrrctors. 
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stnntiasi n1.rissj1nc f orsnn orbis uni versus 28 aspexit alteru111 Yirun1 sciljcet e terra 
longi t1q ua, c.:nc locus nosrcr er notncn ,•ix notj fucrc, cl:n11 prit1n1n1 audissct rev-
erentiain ]) ri in hoc loco c.ssc1 ct charjti1tCtn nostra111 in cos, qui ( q uod ad Icviora 
]cgis) a no bis dis~enti11nt11 n1inus cssc constrictan1 qua.in in pJurin1is 29 rcglonibus 
aliis; ruulta quoquc corn1nndn) qu ibu.r:; cxtcr:3c univcrsitatcs gaudcnt, nobjs 
ha.ctenus deesse; t:1 lc111, i1tq u:-1n1, virun1 (l~cct ipsun1 baud s~nrte11ten1 nooiscum 
de nonnu l lis,. q u;1c sacpius causa1n pracbucrunt 111ultae sinnlltnti /\ nrichristi;-inne 
in Chrjstj:111:1 ccclcsia; 30 nibilon1inus), Cl1111 ~upradicta judi visset/·1 ~djiccrc an~-
1nun1 acl procur:1ndun1 no bis prosp~ritntenl indcf e.r;;s~ nttcntionc~ prudcntia 
n n 111 c ri s o 11111 i bus abs o I u t :11 a~ ct Au r ni n c 1 i b crn lit at is 3 3 in Li cs inc n t c r 3_. ex u n dan re. 3 5 

Hacc ccrtc sincents ct jugentc.~ postubnt a nobis grr-iti~ls, caclcsti in1primis Pntri, 
tJUi i ndidcrfr res tales anirno scryj sui, dc~ndc bcncf rictori in terris~ ct1j u~ he-
nignit:atc z(i haec tan1 recte et fr lic:itcr gcst:1 sunt. 

Dct Deus servo .suu non1cn 1r1di us ,1umn ftliorutn aut filiarun1 non-.en pcr-
pctuun1, ::n quod non exscinden1r. 36 F :1~it Dens ut n1cmoria 30 e)US -::1 d seros 
uscplc ncpotes 40 rcddatur char~ -1~ ct ill ustrh; ex inccssanti .,1~ benediction e divin~ 
SLlpcr tl1cologic:.1s praesertirn cxercitr1tioncs,~?. quas ut f undaret, inter tot nlia 
hen cf a era, tan1 n1:1turan1, n1ngnificnn1 ct prudcnten1 cu ra[l.1 adhibuit. i\•lagnuB1 
sane argun1c1uu111 pii et crielcsris rrnirni nfT cctus 9. uod hor.: prinmrinc servo Don1-
ini curae f uit ut anin1arct ct pron1ovcrct studi;:i ( 6) 11 nstrn in en 'luac sccundan7 
piernten1 est doctrinri,"'" cun1 qu;i ""::; si comparetur 1 uri t;ssin1-:1 ct adn1irarione dig-
nis~i n,n dnctdn:;i rrut 4a cru f 240 ]ditio rnerc hurnana vcl ut nihil est,. imo rninor 
nihilo et ·11 vm1itatc vanissi111;:"1. 

:J"S Cf. Pliny, 'f•l'1f llrffl HiHory Ill) Pro log: u~rrnn11n or Lis unil'cr~us in trcs c:li,·iditur 
partes. 

~o-pluribus corrected to pl1Jdn1is H. 
so Originally cccle~ia Christiana ic1 A, tI1et1 ::iltercd. 
ti Originally auclissct jn 1-l, then ~ltcrcd. 

Cf. Pliny~ I...ctrcn JX.3 S-: ] tbtr nlnncris on1nihus ahsolutus. 
a3 Originally 1 ibcr;.li in H, then altered, 
z4 indesinantcr H. 

Cf. Plinr, Letter; TT.4: vclut ex f ontc 1iberalirns nostr~ dccurrit . 
. ~r. If. reads bcnmgnirntc ct proddcntla. 
tt perpetun1 J,JT 
:sa Cf. JosfofJ 7.9: de~dn1nt nornr1l nnstrun1 de tcrra; O,•jd, Af ctan1orp/:Joses X\ 1~876: 

non1cn.q uc erit indelclJHc nostrmn; SHius Jtalicus \ 1TI.64 3-~4~ tnm darurn exddcrc 
non1c-n / ll ru tutn ex-op ra ntcm. 

a~ CfT Ecclesiastes -i.4.1 S: :\.1cmor1a mea 111 generationcs saeculorun1: JJ'isd(nn 
8. I 3 Et rr1enmri~m ncrcrn;-1111 l1is~ qui post me f uturj sunt, rclinquan1. 

40 Cf. \ 7 ergi1, G eon-:jcs Tl.521: seri:s factura nepotHJtts umbnnn. 
41 darn. H. 
1 incc~sante H. 
-1~ Origitrnny exercimtio-njbus in H. tltcn a\tcrcd. 
44 Cf. T Tinrof fJJ 6.3: ci quac ~ccUn(lurn piccatcm est doctrinac . 
.J.:i ~d 9uam (for cun1 (]_ll:;!!) in H. 
4 c aut aboYc line in A. 
4 i ct not found in A. 
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Et quidctn tJui d est u]lius 1uorncnri aut ponclcris ·io intra cJ.ptunl ration is hu-

n1an;ie divinitus non a<l jurac-1 quo<l non n1;1gis pcrspicue et plane _.c. docen1ur in 
\Tcrho l)ei, cun1 nulluru sit1 uti 1·cctc notat clarissin1us An, e.sius/"0 j n occonon1i-
cis1 ~thicjs, po]iticis aut j uridicis cnthulccae ~1 Ycritnris praeceptun1 ad bcne Yi~ 
vcndun1 spect~ns qund non est in sacris lfreds ,Tel exprcssc rc,•elatu1111 vel Icgithua 
consc!p1entia ab il!is <lcducendun1. 

Non igitu 1- sine causa fidenter affirnrnt A postoh.1s totatn Scriptn ran1 divjnitus 
essc i nspi ra r::-1 n1, et u ti 1 en l ad doc t ri 11 a n1, ad rcda rgu ti on en1, [) d corrccti on en11 ad 
cHsci plinan1 in j ustiti:1/'~ ut perf ectt1s sit hon10 IJei ! ad on1nc opus honum per~ 
f ectc instruct•1s. ~:.:: 

Hoc co,1sili u 1n. hie scopus est doctrinac Scr\"atoris 110s tri Dci, non ut ri4 in-
anibus C't inutilEbus contrn1plntionibus :1ni1nos detineat/'<> sed ut ~1j pcrfcctc nos 
edoccat r,i sublin1es isras ,;.~ de l)eo rebusq uc divinis vcrirntcs. q uibus acccndantur 
cord a nostr:1 deh1tis in Dcunl ff ectibus, anin1iquc propenst :fiant ad praxin ala-
cren, illorun1 officior11n1 on1ntt1n 1, quae tan1 cfficacin nrit,1n1 li qurin1 ex gratuita. 
Dei pron1issione t:onducunt ttLrn ad nosrrj tun1 ad proxjrni felicitaten1 in hoc 
~€culo, et :ld nos evehendo.s ad glori11n1~ honorc1n, ct inunortaltt.1tcrn in ~cculo 
vennl ro. 

Quarn 5~ gloriosun1 igltur, scd qu=intopere verendu111 quoquc ct arduun1 est 
illorum opus, quibus <l1spensatio cvangclii ~er\'atoris (S) 11Os tri credit~ cs:t~ Et 
guas oporter cssc dotes et llaturac ct artis 1 (]Uam so1lic.:1rudinen1~ di1igcntian1, 
fi dclitate111 viri a quo e:xpec:tabitur ut alins i nstitunt n<l opus 111jnisterii. ut cvan-
ge]izcnt inpervestigjbilcs 60 opes Christi] rii 

Prof unditates G:1 De[ sunt inexplorabilcs. Pict a Lis 1r1y.stcria pern1~gna sunt. 63 
ullius n1omcnti ~ut pundcris- not found in H. Cf. Cicero, in Vati11iu111 9: jd e5t 

1n~x1mt moJnrnti et ponderjs. 
-:l~ ple11c A. Cf. Cicero. De Fini bus lH .19~ ph1ne ... et pcr."pic11c. 
50 \Villian1 Ames ( 1576-163 3 )., English Puritan di,·i~1c1 n1~stcr in theological 

cont ro \-e rsy. 
ii-l cathoiicae to spcctans ,vrfrten "clbo'\'c Jinc in H. 
~2 j ustitimn A. 
~3 Cf~ U 1"inmtl)y 3, 16-17: Omnis scriptura di\'initus inspinu:a utilis est ad rlor-en-

dorn, ad arguendurn, ad corripiendmn, nd crndic-ndllm in iustitia, ut pcrfecius si~ hun10 
Dei 1 2d on1nc opu~ l)ort11m instructus. 

:t4 ul abo,.t~'. l1n~ in I-l. 
ri ii Ori gina 11 y d ctine ns in H, t h~n al rere d. 
rio ut abo\·e ]ine in H. 
67 Originally cdoccns ju I-I, then altered. 
5s illas H. 
[iD In th.i5 p:art of lii~ urf!tion YVjggks\vorth seems to h~xe in mind the sentiments 

of Titus I .5-16. 
-co A ,vor<l first "ppcaring r1bout 16:q; s-cc R. E. Lathan1, U..evised Atedieval Latiu 

JfT ord List (-London, 196 5 
Gi er Ephesfour 3 .8: data est grc1ti:.1 hacc!' in gendbus e\Tangeliz-.:1.rc invesdgabiles 

di ,Ti ti as Christi. 
-cz er I CorintfJians i. • o: spiritus cnim on1ni~ scrnrntur'! cti:1111 profunda De:L 
63 Cf. I Tirnotby 3 .J 6: urngnum est pictatis sacran1entum. 
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Quot sunt in Scripn1ds diffici1ia intcllectui quac indocti parumq uc stal.lilcs de~ 
torqucnt r.-1 suo ipsoru1n cxitio? Qui d uhitant dirigendi ~nnt, quon1odo con-
:scienri f"I In lu, he~nt sempcr sine oIT cnsn. Cont rad iccn1:c.s porro S1lna doctrina 
con v l ncen di I et v:1 nHo quo n1111 et (j :-i 111c nt i u 111 scd uc l oru1n ora o btur:ind o.. tH1-

Se d ::id h8cc quis jdoneus jps:e? 67 l\·1 ulto as nrngis~ quis tali.s 1nagjsrcr Ism.dis, 
ut pnssit 1l liorun1 mentcs f orn1nrc el nd bncc ta111 pcrf cctc r,::-. jnstrucrc, ut cos 
ex 01nni pa rte prolrntos J)Eo et horni11 ibus sistilt, operados qui non cn1bcscant? 70 
Et q uis po test accendere alion.ln1 H n1cnte.s tan to zclo Dd tantaquc con1n1iscra-
tione anirnarum, qtrnntc1 necesse est i11isi qui susccpturi sunt inspectjonc1n cc-
c]esfae1 q unm suo proprio sangL1inc Chrlstus acquisivit? 

I 24 r] H nee vero on111 ia et n111lto plura~ quac 73 sads tcn1poris non suppctit 
ad 78 diccndum~ sunt mun eris 74 nd delegarj provid entia Dej, cord a vestra 
pro suo bcn cp] ci to in n1 e~ qua n tl1 n,vj s i n1 par e1n ct irn 111 eren ten1i c onvertent is. 
Quam ob causan1 trep1dat nnimus 7~ 111eus et n1ovetur .G e loco suo. Subfotis 
igitur jn caclun1 oculis,7I flccto genu::r. n1ea ad Patrem Don1ini nostri J esu Christi, 
quj ex ore infantiu1n ct factnnriu,n H pcrficit sihi ]nudem/~ qui dcstttuto ,,frjbus 
ro bur copjosc suppcditat; 80 qui dixit, si cui Ycstrurn dccst sapicntia, pctat a l)co 
et dabitur di 81 ut det rnihi jnrc]ligcntfan1 in on1nibus, rctcgcns oculos n1cos ut 
intuear nlirnbilia ex lege et evangelio, n1cquc (lo) implcns agnhjonc voluntatis 
sune cun1 ornni snpientfrt et jnte1ligentfa spjriruali,/ 2 ut dct n1ihi Hnguan1 c~dids-
sim an1, 63 supp cd j tan...; \r j res. ad ye r j tnt is-se rrn on en1 seca n du 111 recte, ct ad pra e-
b cnd un1 jn doctrina intcgritatem, gn1vjtatemt sermone111 smnu11, qui damnari 

0~ Cf. Columr:Ua JIJ. 10.2: prm:c clctorta ct inv-ctcrata opinio rusticorun1, 
{j:'i ac H. 
cri Cf. 1·itus 1 .9--1 r: ut potcns sit exhortari in doctrina sana, et eos qui contradicunr, 

argucrc. Sunt cniru rnu\ti ed~m inoLeclientest variilo9ui et seductores ... 1 quos 
o po rte t 1·c (1 rgu i. 

,jji Cf. 11 CurintbinH~· 2. 16; ad haec (]Uis tam idnncu~? 
ts Et multo H. 
-c~ pcrf ccti H. 
10 Cf. II Thuot11y i. l 5: opcrariurn inconfusiLikm. 
71 n1cntes aliorum If. 
1~ qu~e to dicendum not rendered in the Engli~b tr~ns1adon. 
73 ad not found in A. 
-r_. Origjnally munlJs jn H, then akcrcd. 
,;j Cf. 1-loracc~ Odes IL 19,5: mens trcpidat metu. 
rn subsilit fl. Cf. i snfos 7.?: ct con1motum est cor -eius:. 
'jj Cf. I'sahns :25. l 5: oculi n,ei se1npcr ad Don1inum. 
73 foctcntiun1 A. 
rn Cf. I'rtrln1} 8.2: ex ore inf.anth11n ct factantitnn perfed5ti laudem. 
~-0 Cf. l.r~fo.s 40.29: qui dB.t lasso vjrttltcm et hes 9ui non sunt f artitudincn1 ct 

rohu r •nul tiplicat. 
81 Cf. J runes 1. 5 : si q \lis :ult cm \Testrum j n di get .sa pj enti at p ostulct a D co, qui lfat 

ornniln1s ~fflucnterl et non improperat, ct dabitur ci. 
s.2 Cf. Colostfrinr r.9: ut impleamini agnitionc- voluntatis dusi jn omni s-a.pientja et 

intcllocru spiritali. 
83 Cf, I S(t i~ s 50.4: Dorn in us d edj t mihi lin guam crud ita 111. 
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non possit; 81 denique ut corroborct n1c ct corporc cc anitno ad pracstationcn1 
totius n1uncrj5 rnihi tnandatj/ 15 adeo ut ipsc glorlficctur, ct juvcntus n1ihi co1n-
n11sS".-1. proficfo.t in dies Silpicntfo, doctrina, et rjn1ore D01uhu,8t et nt 87 benefactor 
noster n1unHiccntissimu~ fruntur gaudio et consolatione videndi .finem piae et 
benevo] en tissirn ra e i n_~titu tion is su a e ad i111plerurn. 

Nunc autcrn quid superest nisi ut vos, honorandj h1aecen1tes patresque rev-
erend l ardent iss i1 nc u l )tester et ob.s ecren1 per Don1 in un1 nostrum I esu m Chris-
tu 1n ct per ch~ r j t-ate n, j n ven tu tis ej us ss min isterj o di c~ t=i e, 11 t rn ecun1 certetis 
vestrjs pro n1c apud SP Deun1 precilius; neve urgeatis hoc op11s~ 00 primo saltem 
inccpto, l'.eJerius quoin vjrjcu~ne f ernnt meae; s:e<l cugitetis non tantu1n n1agnitu-
cJ inc111 .sed et novirarcn1 opcris inter no_i..;, juventutcn1 <.I uori uc ej us qui su_i;;;cjpir~ 
et q uod. tan turn ° 1 non d ec enn ill n1 4J 2 a eta tul ac sua c con tri vi t in ali enissi n1j s a 
theologfo studUs; ideoque pern1ittetis ut sperem omnem indlllgentir1m't hurnuni-
tr. ten1 et toleran tian1, q uas ista e ratio nes flag i ta ot. 

Ad 111e denique quid :~ujnct, qum11 diu in h:1c stationc pcrs11tcro - pcr.'iwbo 
nutem, volenrc Dco, doncc aut vos sub5tjtueritis hominem huic operi et oneri 
Ill inns imp a rem~ au t ego ad nl i u d q u odd-a tn opus) m eae f ortassis itn b cci 11 i ta.ti 
con ven i en ti us avoca tu s f uero - d c n1c ipso non au s i Ill pol 1 iccri q icq 11 ,an1 p rac-
tcr fidclitr.tcm et, guatenus pern1iscrit D3 valctudo studii n.in1js j1npatiens, 8tten-
tione tn ~H. an i mi ti 5 sed u Ia 1n s [ nc crosq uc con atus vc ri ta tern, pa c cn1, ct se. nctiino ni-
an1 pron-iovendi. 

l\1ny it p]ease Your Exce11ency, and the rest of the honourable and reverend 
Overseers~ together \\.'ith the reverend 1 the President and Fello\v·s of Harvard 
CoHcgc. 

-If I might have be-en allo,ved the Desires of my Heart, -and my naturall Bash-
fulness 111ight have been indulged 1 nly on1y Part in this Day's Solc1nnity \\rould 
have been to receive the con11njttcd to n1c \Vith Silence and ITiumility 
and a dudfulI and full purpose of I-Icr1rt f~ithfully to endeavour the Perforn1ance 
of the ScnTicc.~ hereafter expected from me. llut sjnce itjs reqnired of me to 

8.J: Cf. Titus :L i-8: in doc(rina jnregritatem, gravitatem 1 verbum sar1um inrepre-
he ns i bi lem. 

s=:t Cf. Pliny, Leue-rJ \ 1 ,I 4.2: 1nandatmn n1ihi officiun1. 
SG Cf. Luke 2.52: Et Jc~us proficich~t S:lpiend~ et -gctRte ct grati3. 
s7 ut abo\·c line ]n H. 
8~ illius Ji. 
~9 apud v-.·ritten auo,Te a canccllc:d, ilkgib]e ,vord in H. 
D(i Cf. Odd, ill etan1orpboscs 1\·r. 3S9-390: proics / urgent opus. 
ui In H tantun1 non dccennirnn i..vrittcn abo,·c canccHed plusquam septennium. 
02 decannium A. 
03 permisse ri t H. 
91 Cf. Cicero 1 De Or at ore II. 1 5 o: re liq ua sun t in cura 1 attention e an i mi, cogitation e. 
!.l!ii ~nirni aLove ]ine in H. 
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say Something on this Occ~sion liy those to ,vhom I o,ve alJ possih]e Duty and 
chcarfuH Ohedicncci I shall therefore endeavour to comply ,vjth their P~easure 
by saying so much as may seem ncedf ull; and yet I shall indulge n1y o,vn In-
clination by cluing it in as f c,v ,vords as 1nay be~ 

There js no Need that I should say Anything of the happy Occasion of our 
be1ng asscmb]cd here this Day, for you have already both seen and heard it. 
Nor is it n1ore necessary that I should go about to inform you to ,vhom. ,ve 
are beholden for k. I suppose none of l1S are such Strangers jn J erusalcnl ns 
not to kno,v the jVlan and Son1ething of the Character he clcs-ervcs. .A.nd yet 
1nere hunrnn Gratttudc, and then be sure Christi~n Pietyi ,vonJt suffer 1nc to 
pas~ these ... f'hings ,vithout observing the a111ja bk a.nd truly cxtrnordjnary Ex-
an1plc of true Christian Charity ,vhich our generous Bcncf:1ctor., tbe ,vo1thy 
l\1 r. Thon1as I-Ioli is, has given to the ,, 7 or1d ( 3) in the great and good Things 
he has done to pro111otc the Interests of Learning and lleligion in our A caden1y. 

St1ch an E.xan1pie as -- considerjng jts indearjng :1nd su (prii".ing Ci rcuutst~ nccs 
perhaps the \i\'odd has seldon1 ever seen before: that a J\-lan f roni a far 

Cou ntrv·, to ,vhon1 our Place nnd Nan1c "\Yere hardl v kno,~.1n .. :-is soon ris he hnd . . 

heard that the Fe~r of God ,v~s in this Pface, =-1nd that our Charity ::ind Good 
YVill to i'\Jlen differing from us jn the lesser lVIritte~ of the J.~\\\ ,,.ra.~ not alto-
gether so contracted ris it is in too m~ny other Pbccs, anJ that IllJny Ad van-
t3gcs enjoyed hy foreign U nivcrsitic~ ,vcre .still ,vandng to us, that such a 
Person, I say, rho' diff crjng fron1 us hinlsclf in sonic Points, ,1:.1hic.:h have been 
too often rhc unhappy Occasions of n1uch Unchristian Ani111osity jn the Chris-
tian Church~ should yet set hin1self only upon hearing those things to ~eek our 
\\r elf nre ,vith unreserved l)iligence, con~11mn1nte :Prudence 1 nnd =i flo\ving 
Stre:i m of Liberality. 1-h is is ,v hat sure 1 y ca H s-lJ pnn us to rend c.r 1n o.st h carty 
l~hanks: in the first Pbce to our Hcr.vcnlv Father ,vho hath inclined the Heart 

T • 

of hi_, Servant to thc~c .. fhings'.I and then to our earthly Ilcncfa_ctor by ""hose 
Kindncs'.'i .such ,vorthy ·Deeds arc done unto us] 

ivlay God give unto his Scrvc1nt a N::une better than of Son,~ and of Daugh-
ters, even an cYcr]astinq N~u11c tlrn.t slrnll not be cut ofT. And 1n~v his 1'Ucn1ory 

L. r • 

he rcndrcd dear nncl honour~blc to the latest Posterity by the continual Bless~ 
ing of I-I ca Yen upo~l the thcologicA.1 Exercises in particular ,vhich, a111ong his 
rn~nr other good Deeds, he has taken such an early and generous and pn1dent 
Care to found. A great ... ~rgument indeed of a pious and heavenly Disposition 
that the Serv:;1nt of God has rnadc jt his first Care to encour~gc and advant~gc 
our Studjcs in the Doctrine ,vhich is accordjng to GodJincssJ 

(5) In Con1parison of ,v11 ich the 1nost uscf u11 and ad111ircd 1ncrc hun1ane 
kno,..vledge and Learning Js as Nothing, ye~ less than 1\'"othing and \ 1'1n1ty. 

And indeed ,vhat is there of any <.:onsidernble \Talue ,virhin the R.each of 
unassisted human Learning and H.e~son ,vhich is not more dearly and fully 
taught us in the ,,rord of God? For there is-no Precept of catholick Truth con-
ducjng to a good Life, delivered either jn Occonon1ics, Ethicl{s'.I Politicksi ·or 
1..-:-nv but ,vhat is either expressly rcvcflled to us Jn the 1-Iol y Scriptures or hy 
genuine Conscq ucncc d cducjblc froin th ctn. ,,, ell tlicn 1night the A post]c tc1l 
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us rh(1t rhe Si:..:rjpcurc.~ arc profi t:1hlc for l)occrjnc, for Reproof, for Correction, 
for I nstruc.:tion in Righteousness char rhc :\1an of God n1ight be pcrf ccc, rhoroly 
furnished unto all good \:\1 orks. This is the Business of the Doctrine of C oct 
our -Savjour., not to rin1usc our I-leads ,virh unprofitable Spcctllarions, but to 
instruct 1.1..s thoro Iy in those divjnc Tnnhs ,vhi<.:h n1:1r kindle ~uita bk Affections 
jn our Souh unto hin1, rinJ m~y dispose Ollr Hearts ro the che~rfull Practice of 
:.-1.1, those Duties ,vhich lJoth hy their O\Vn n~turall Efficacy and by the gracious 
Promise of God conduce to the Happine.~s both of Ol]r.~c.lYcs and otl1crs here, 
and raise us ro G lorv~ I~Jonour, und lnunort~Jitv hcrc:1ftcr. 

I 

H o·w· glorious then~ hnt ,vjthall ho,v grcnt and difficult! is the ,v ork of th ctn 
to ,vhotn a Dispcnsatjon of the Gospel of our Saviour js co1nn1ittcd! And 
,vhat ought to be the Accomp~ ts!1n1ent~, tlte Sollicjtudc, the Diligence nnd the 
FideHty of hin1 fro1n ,vhorn it js expected that he train up others for the ,,.rork 
of the i\1in1 stryi { 7) to preach tlie unsearch~blc Riches of Christ[ The Things 
of Cod arc \"cry deep; great arc the J\1ystcrjcs of Godliness] Not a fc,v Things 
in the Scripture arc h~rd to be understood! and pressed by the Unlearned and 
Unstable to thej r o,vn Dcstru cc ion. The Dou htfu 1 J a re to be di re ctcd ho-vl to 
keep Consc.:jences void of Off encc, and Gainsayjng 1nusc be convjnced by sound 
Doctrjne, and the 1\-'louths of unruly vain Talkers and Deceivers must be 
stopped. Il u t ,vh o is sufficient for these Things himself? And much rno rel 
,vho such a l\·la:stcr in lsracl r-s to be alJle to form the J\1inds of Others and 
jnstrucl thcn1 so choro1y jn these "]'hings ns to mc1kc thcrn jn all Points \Vork~ 
men th-at need not be ash-an1cd? And ,vho is able to fire their I-Iearts ,v·jth such 

Ze~I for God and Con1pas~ion for the Souls of j\1 en as becon1es tho~e 1vho 
are to take the Orer5ight of the Church 1-Vhich Chri~t hath purcJrnsed ,vith his 
o,~ln Dlood? 

No,'l all this and n1uch 111orc js the \:\'ork ,vhich I an1 c3Jied to by the .Provi-
dence of God, ,vho ]ms been pleased to turn your He~rts upon me nut,vjth-
sranding my Un,vorthiness and Insufficiency; at ,vhich my Hc~rt trcrnhlcth 
~nu js- n1uved our of its Pface. l\'I y Eyes are therefore unto God in the 
I-leavens "~ho ordaineth to himself Praise out of the i\•louths of B:abc.s and Suck-
] ings, and j n c re asct h h 1 i ght to th cm that have no Strength, :and hath said if :.l ny 
i\1an lack ,,risdon1~ let hitn ask of c;od and it sh-all be given hin1, that he ,vould 
giYe n1e Understanding in a11 Th~ngs, opening n1ine Eyes to behold the ,von~ 
drous Things of his LcT\Y and Gospe11 nlling n1e ,vith the Knov:lcdgc of hi~ 
':\'ill in nlI lVisdo,n and spirjtual Undcrst-anding; that he ,vouid give 111e the 
Tongue of the Learned, cn(9)~bUng rnc to divide the \Vord of Truth aright~ 
in Doctrin c s he·win g l.l nco lTU pt ncss-, G ra v·i ty, Sincerity, and sound Speech 
,vhich cannot be condemned; and that he ,vould strengthen me hoth in Ilod y 
3nd 1\1 ind to dischr1rge the "\li.'hole Trust reposed in me so ns th:ar he hin1sc1f 
111a y b c gl or Hiedi and that ,:--o u th coin n1i ttc d to 111y Instruc r j on 111a y in crease 
daily in \:\.ris<lon1 and Learning and the Fear of the Lord, and our generous 
Benefactor 1nay have the Plc~.surc and Satisfr.ction of seeing the Design of his 
pious and charitable Institution ans\\ 7ered. 

And no,v ,vhat rt1n:1ins hut that T carncst1y intrcat and beseech youi n1y 
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honourable -Patron~ o.nd reverend Fathers, for the Lord J csus Christ's sake and 
for the I .. ove of the Youth de,"oted to his Ser"tJce, to strive together ,vith me 
in your Prayers to God for me1-nnd not to press upon n1c. at 1ny first Entrance 
on this \\.t ork harder than my Strength ,~1ill bear1-hut to consider not only the 
Greatness but the Novelty of the 1l•/ork an1ong usi the \'outh of hii11 , 1.:rho 
undertakes it, and that he hath spent a.]n1ost ten y· cars of the Httle Time he has 
lived in the ,:votJd in Studies ver~r foreign to Divinity+ \rou \\.'ill therefore 
give me Leave to hope for nl1 thnt Indulgence~ Humanity, =ind Forbcnrancc 
,vhich these Considerations plead for. 

As for myself., so long -as 1 contjnuc in thjs StJJ.tion - and thnt win be, God 
,vjHing~ either ti1l you have chosen you a. n1orc. sufficient Person, or tiH Provi-
dence sba11 rc111ovc n1c to some other ,, 7 ork 1norc suitable to 1ny O"\Vn \V eak-
ncss -I can only pro1nisc Faithfullncss nnd diligent App1ication as far as my 
Hca]th ,,rjll ( J r) ~110,v, and sincere Endeavours to pron1ote :Peace+ Truth 1 and 
I-Joljness. 
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