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A Theory of the Early Italian
Printing Firm

Part II: The Political Economy of
Patronage
M. D. Feld

ATRONAGE, as the first part of this study has attempted to

demonstrate, was the dominant factor in the carly history of

Italian printing. The prototypographers were summoned

from Germany by members of the Vatican hicrarchy; they
initially set up shop in the environs of Rome; and the subsequent
development of printing was shaped by the politics of the papal curia
and by the Roman printers’ subordination to the literary and philo-
sophical values of ecclesiastical bureaucracy.

The very notion of a text and, as a consequence, the form of its
manufacture and distribution were determined by these fiterary and
philosephical values. The analysis of early Italian printing is, accord-
ingly, an cssay in the construction of a rational and factually verifiable
relationship between textual concept and typographical evidence. In
such a relationship, concept, the contribution of curial humanism,
was, virtually by definition, the dominant partner.

During the late quattrocento, the text, as already noted, was
apprchended under three alternative modes: (1) noumenal entity —
Perotti, {2) matrix of social cohesion — Bussi, {3) facet of official
policy — Lignamine. The three agents were rivals in the cultural
politics of the Curia, and the interplay of the three modes must,

The research on which this paper is based was assisted by a grant frums the Penrose
Fund of the American Philasophical Socicty, An carlier versian was read on 10 November
1983 at the Harvard Center for Renaissance Studies, Villa I Tawn, Ftorence, Iialy. Part |
appeared in the Harvard Library Bulletin, Vol. 33, No. 4 (Fall 1985).
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therefore, have been pmtracted and complcx. ']‘hc:,' were not, how-
cver, cquai contenders for curial patronage. Perotti, with his notion
of the text as a ding an sich, had no nterest in practical applications
and was essentially anti-entrepreneurial. Whatever active competition
there was would have taken place between Bussi and Lignamine. For
them the text was an instrement of authority, a device for the attain-
ment of some yet higher end, and, as such, the natural servitor of
wealth and power.

Perotti, Bussi, and Lignaminc were, nonctheless, as one in that
their primary concern was for the content of the text rather than for
the processes of its transcription and dissemination; for Perotti the
transcending ideal of the pristine text justified the agony of editing,
whereas for Bussi and Lignamine classical literatire was a thesaurus
of case studics in heroic behavior and public service.

The manufacture and distribution of books was thus dominated by
intellectual considerations, Sweynheym & Pannartz and, for that
matter, Lignamine — as the manager of a printing {irm rather than
the author of its prefaces — were primarily servants of an idea and,
only in a secondary and derivative sense, purveyors of a commodity.
Early humanist printing is, accordingly, most accurately described
and comprehended in terms of its ruling concepts.

(CCoTTAGE ENTERPRISE — (COURT IENTERPRISE

The major obstacle to such description and understanding is the
spectral and unexorcised notion of the marketplace. Most studies of
carly printing predicate, as a matter of course, a discursive mode of
hapggled exchange in which each discussant states his position in clear
and distinct monetary terms.! The premise of haggled exchange holds
economic man to be fundamental and treats lneracy as an intunitive
condition rather than as a laboriously constructed system. Printing
firms, according to thesc studies, came into being in the midst of an
active reading public and were inspired by the belief that conventional
and efficient means of dealing with i1 were ready at hand. Their
operations conformed, in quasi-reflexive fashion, te the rhythmic

" Rudolf Hirsch, Printing, Selling and Reading, 1450-1556, sccond printing with a sup-
plemental annotsted biblingraphical introduction (Wicesbaden, 1974), pp. 62 ff. Also, Victor
Scholderer, Printers and Readers in Ttaly in the Fifteenth Century (Londan, 1949); E. B Gold-
schmidt, Aedieval Texts and Their First Appearauce in Prine (Oxford, 1943), pp. 13-18.
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interaction of hypothetical producers” quantifiable responsc to cqually
ypothetical consumers’ quantifiable demand.

Such a view enthrones the market as the governing element in the
process of literate exchange, matching readers to texts in predictable
proportions, adjusting without perceptible strain to the exponential
explosion printing brought about in the number of available books,
and inflicting ruin and disgrace upon those who ignored its code.
Texts and readers were, according to this approach, autenomous
participants in a pre-ordained harmony. The acquisitive drive of the
scif-centered reader was the correlative of the productive forces
behind the spontancously generated book. Entrepreneurial capital-
ism, in this Rousscauean state, was our prelapsarian literate condi-
tion. Commercial viability depended directly upon consumer demand;
consumer demand was, for its part, the aggregate of independent and
thereby intelligent decisions. The successful entrepreneur was the
man who promoted the union of cgotistical readers and freely created
texts, and who, as his reward, cnjoyed the acclamation of (he general
will.

Litcrature offers us a subtler perspective, It approaches the concept
of enterprise as if it were a variant of the creative act and provides
two alternative entreprencurial models: cortage enterprise, whercin the
behavior of the general public is the index of success, and cours
enterprise, wherein the existence of the consumer is ignored. The
cottage entrepreneur, as described by those nineteenth-century rhap-
sodists of heroic capitalism, Samuel Smiles and Elbert Hubbard,
builds a bigger and better mousctrap, and the world beats a path to
his door. The courtier entreprencur, as described by Daniel Defoe
and Horatio Alger, studies the personality of the ruler of his realm
and thereby gains his favor. From Daedalus to the deviser ol Rubik’s
cube, examples of cottage enterprise come readity to mind. As for
court enterprise, Rohinson Crusoe is surely the archetype. Cast away
in an covironment where the consuming public was — initially at
least — conspicuously absent, Crusoc by dint of his heroic meditation
on the divine will plcased the Almighty and prospered mightily, The
cottage entrepreneur succeeds by dint of rugged individualism, made
manifest in the irresistible appeal of the products created by his
inpenuity. The court entreprencur makes his way as the recipient of
divine ar quasi-divine patronage and thrives, accordingly, in the role
of privileged recipient of the latter’s bounty.
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Sweynheym & Pannartz and Lignamine are object lessons in the
efficacious grace of quasi-divine patronage. The texts sclected, edited,
printed, and distributed by their respective firms are concrete
instanccs of their ability to read the mind of a higher power and to
express his thoughts in typographic mode, What may, morcover, have
been expedient in Sweynheym & Pannartz was elevated by Ligna-
mine ta the rank of a ruling principle. The mind of his master was
transformed into a bibliographic complex. In sedulous detail, encom-
iastic humanism realized the ideal of the printer as courtier-entrepre-
neur, Both as publisher and editor, Lignamine laid particular stress
on the personal nature of his relationship with the pope, his depend-
ence on him, and the abundant services he, Lignamine, was in con-
sequence rendering. The books 1ssued by Lignamine’s press and the
prefaces Lignamine wrote for them had, indeed, no other justifica-
tion. They were celebrations of Sixtus I'V’s triumphant papacy. As
such, they effected a revolution in the course of Western printing,

Revolutions are frequently a case of children devouring their par-
ents, and Lignamine’s could, in this sense, have claimed legitimate
antecedents. I{is editions, with their roman type and Ciceronian
Latin, transmitted ecclesiastical policy in humanist envelopes. Lig-
namine ¢id not depart from rhe typographical and rhetorical conven-
tions of Sweynheym & Pannartz. In his dependence upon curial
patronage, he aiso followed in their steps. But as a publisher Ligna-
minc was, nonctheless, mmnovative in his choice of texts and in the
implied attitude toward the general reader. The encomiastic text was
for Lignamine an absolute. The reader, in the guise of a “good man
I'riday,” existed solely as an adoring and subscrvient client.

Lignamine had, n all probability, no interest in whether anyone
other than Sixtus I'V and his entourage ever saw the editions devoted
to the pope’s praise. His Sistine texts are now unreadable for any
purpose other than the mvestigation of epcomiastic humanism's
origins and rationale. Bussi’s editions, in contrast, are landmarks in
the history of humanism and textual criticism. I'lis prefaces, in their
professed dual allegiance, address the patrons and recipients of his
texts as fellows in a common endeaver. This notion of the fellowship
of all readers, lay and clerical, was an integral component of archaco-
logical humanism’s thesis of a fundamental pagan-patristic concord.
‘Through his subsidized editions, Bessarion had identified this con-

cord as the mythic source of Italy’s and Europe’s receding greatness,
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the traditional ailiance of mmperial Rome and pristine Christianity.
The humanist recipients of the texts in question, in the act of receipt,
became commissioned agents of the reconciliation of these pre-
ordained allics. Lignamine, whose loyalty was total, conceded noth-
ing 1o legendary glory. The grandeur of Rome was, for him, a fact
of life. He addressed Sixtus IV as an absolute force, the incarnation
of imperial Rome by simple force of intellect and will, and, by the
same token, the uncontested master of his associates.

Lignamine could thus treat Ins as the authentic humanism. The
archaeological variant of Sweynheym & Pannartz might claim his-
torical priority, but rhetoric and reality supported its encomiastic
rival, Tor bath, the ideology of classicism and the politics of local
patronage, Roman authority was absolute. The cognate myths of
imperial and apostolic legitimacy were the ultimate reference points
in appcals to bygone precedent and current reality. Lignaminc’s
peculiar genius lay in his realization that (he distinction between
Romc’s past and Rome’s present was, for practical purposes, verbal,
and that the reigning pope, as arbiter of local linguistic practice, could
effectively define both of these concepts. In his prefaces, Lignaminc,
Jaid continual stress on the crucial nature of this role and on his own
wholehearted involvement in its realization. He regularly refers to
himsell as famidiaris (intimate and confidential servant) Sw/i 7V.? and
his selection of texts was offered in vindication of (his claim. Ligna-
mine’s message was his motive: Sixtus IV was the most magnificent
of popes and a ruler whose virtues ennobled everyone in any way
associated with him, Lignamine his designated spokesman included.
Through the genius of encomiastic humanism, ideslogy and rhetorie
were brought into harmony:.

A comparison of Lignamine’s Sistine prefaces with those of Bussi
is instructive. BBussi had also commemorated the clection of the new
pope with a pair of prefaces 1o the first two parts of Sweynheym &
Pannartz’s edition of the Postilla super totan Bibliam ol Nicolas of Lyra
({13 November 1471, and 23 January 1472), their first publication
during the tenure of Sixtms I'V. Bussi embellished his presentation
with the obligatory humanist ornaments. In the first of the prefaces,
he proclaimed the pope a natnral force in the benevolent Virgilian

2 Vit Capialbi, Nesizie circa fa vita, le opere, ¢ le edizions di miesser Glovau Filippo La Leguamne
{Naples, 1853}, pp. 36, 70, 77, 80, 88, 93, V4.
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mode and, quoting from the Georgics, secured him a station within
the pagan pantheon.’ In the second preface, Bussi placed the pope in
social context: in a Curia notable for its learning and munificence,
the pope was declared promus fnter pares.® Lignamine, In contrast,
raisced the pope into a higher sphere. [n the initial Sistine manifesto,
his preface o Sixwus INs De sanguine Christi et de potentia Det ( [after
10 August] 1471), he equated his author and patron with the saints of
archacological humanism, the embatiled Latin church fathers and the
pious Roman consuls,’

Archaeclogical humanism had praised Sixtus 1V for favors human-
1sts hoped to receive. Encomiastic humanism described the papal
office in terms of the occupant’s own grandiose designs. T'he differ-
ence could not have been lost on Sixtus, who, as Bussi noted, had
the habit of reading prefaces. With this tn mind, Bussi had addressed
the pope as a fellow scholar, the ex officze head of the informal academy
of Roman humanists and the prime benehciary ol their talents, [ig-
nanine, who knew his man beteer, glorified Sixtus IV as one of
Romc’s tutelary divinitics, an instrumcent of auto-apothcosis, in no
way dependent on the apparatus of scholarship or the machinery of
the Curia. The relationship, as Lignamine did not hesitate to point
out, was the other way around.

Described in these terms, the outcome was a forcgone conclusion.
Lignamine, with single-minded clarity, had reatized that the notion
of Roman fmperium was the donunant factor in humanism of any
form or variety. On the basis of this realization, and abetted by an
intimate knowledge of Sixtus 1'V’s character and the politics of curial
patronage, he created his own version of humanism and, in the pro-
cess, an official printing monopoly. Monopolist or not, Lignamine
liberated printing from the shackles of scholarship and of the past.
[1e made it both contemporary and autonomous, ready and able to
sell its services to the highest bidder. I1is innovation became standard
practice. Over the next century the printed encomiastic prefice and
accompanying text was adopted by virtually every European govern-

* Giovauni Andrea Bussi, Prefazioni alfe edizioni &i Sweynbeym ¢ Pannarez, prototipagrafi
romant, ed. Massimo Miglio {(Mlitan, 1978), pp. 70, 71.

* Bussi, Prefuzioni {note 3), pp. 73-82,

5 “Sie apud nostros Augusunuro Heronvmiom Ambrosium Gregoritmue divine doiuas
zclo exesos contra hereticos r latrasse et rugisse legisti. Sic apud gentiles P Cornelium et
Bebium Pamphilum consules romanos egisse memimistl,” Capialbi, Notizie (note 2), p. 50.
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menl as an effective means of converting current policy mnte legitimate
authority. [istory metamorphosed into empire. livery monarch, it
came to be, was in one way or another the heir of Cacsar.®

I 1s ironic that Lignamine, in politica) and social perspective the
most significant printer in the history of early modern Europe, goes
virtually unnoticed in studies of the development and significance of
the typographical revolution, It is doubly ironic because his contri-
bution was esseatially ideological, and ideology i1s supposed to be
what revolutions arc all about. Revolutions, however, tend to Le
noticed only when they are self-proclaimed, and Lignamine was
neither by profession nor by intent a revolutionary, He was a curial
burcaucrat who, in pursuit of an cver-greater proximity to power,
moved frem Rome e Naples, from Naples to Messina, and finally
from Messina to Sceville.” Tis casual approach to printing is what
makes Lignamine's typographical record so simple and dircet. Like
the pioneer aeronauts, he was obsessed with the conquest of uan
cnvironment, in his case, the ruling circles of southwest Furope.
lLignamine was analogously indefatigable in the details of execution
and indifferent, once they had outlived their usefulness, to the fate
of his tools. By 1481, his career had achieved self-sustaining flight,
He gave up printing and left Rome to become papal tax collector for
the Kingdom of Sicily,

THE JPornitics oF CURIAL PATRONAGE

His own carcer aside, the record of Lignamine’s printing firm is
noteworthy flor its effect on the operations of Sweynheym & Pan-
rartz. Lignamine’s initial encomiastic preface can be read as the
documentary background to Sweynheym & Pannartz’s petition. The
petitions can, 0 turn, be read as a jusufication of the abandonment
of archaeological humanism and of its three salient features: editorial
prefaces, editivnes principes, and patristic texts, The tuming and the
pacticulars of this reaction are telling. Sweynheym & Pannartz had
made their mark as innovative printers. They succumbed, nonethe-
less, to lagnamine’s challenge as if 1t were the verdict of a higher
court, and granted cncomiastic humanism an uncontested monopoly
as the legiimate curial mode. Almost immediately upon the accept-

¢ Frances A. Yates, Astraca: The fmperial Theme in the Sixeeenth Century (Boston, 1973),
pp. 1-87, 121-126.
7 C:ipialbi, Nutizie (uote 2), p. 20,
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ance of their petitions, they abandoned their idiosyncratic style of
publicacion for a featurcless humanism. They did not, however, falter
in their commitment 1o classical literature. Unlike rival Roman print-
ers, they madc no effort to salvage independence through the printing
of non-classical texts.

The data for pre- and post-petition publication illuminate their
transformation. Of Sweynheym & Pannartz’s thirty-nine pre-petition
editions, thirty-scven fit securely into the evolutionary phases of
archacological humanism: twenty-four were pagan and thirteen
patristic texts. T'he two anomalies, Rodericus Zamorensis’s Speculun
vitae bumanae ( [after 28 ¥February] 1468) and Cardinal Bessarion’s
Adversus calumniatoren: Platoms (|before 28 August] 1469) are, sig-
nificantly, the only contemporary texts printed by Sweyoheym &
Pannartz in their pre-petition phase,

Both were reactions to papal policy. In February 1468, the most
prominent Roman lay humanists were taken into custody on assorted
charges of heresy, sodomy, and subversion. They were imprisoned
i the papal fortress of Castel Sant’Angelo and deposited in the charge
of its castellan, Roderigo Sanchez de Arevalo, archbishop of Zamora,
It, therefore, is no surprise that the first book published by Sweyn-
hcym & Pannariz subsequent to that event was Specitfuin vitae humanac
by the custodian of these readers of classical literature, Rodericus
Zamorensis, the official charged with the investigation of the alleged
conspiracy.

We have no evidence that Sweynheym & Pannartz were themselves
ever threatened with juridical proceedings. As artisans, they may
have been too insignificant. Sweynheym & Pannartz were, nonethe-
less, associated with the local humanists. Some of the alleged con-
spirators were in all likelihood instrumental in these printers’ nmove
to Rome in 1467. Sweynheym & Pannartz must, at any rate, have
been apprehensive and have taken steps 10 protect themselves through
the only means at their disposal. Tt is reasonable in these circumstan-
ces to assume that the editio princeps of Speculum vitae hwnanac was a
propitiatory offering 10 its author, Rodericus Zamorensis.® The Spe-

M. D. Peld, “Sweynheym and Pannarez, Cardinal Bessarian, Neaplatonism: Renais-
sance Flumanism and Two Early Printers’ Choice of Texts,” Harvard Library Bulictin, 30
(1982}, 282-335, esp. 3044, Alsa Frederick R, Goff, “The Earlicst Instance of Printing on
Vellurm in an Italian Book,” Grienberg fabrbuck (1966), pp. 80-85. The role of Rodericus
Zamorensis in the cvolution of early Ttalian printing merits detailed examination.
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culam was the first printed hook published under overt curial spon-
sorship. Rodericus wrote a preface, the first composed expressly for
a printed book, recommending his treatise to the attention and pro-
tection of the pope. His rhetoric must have provided the necessary
sccurity. His patronage could, however, have been no more than a
makeshift. Paul [T was notoriously hestile to literature in general, and
classical Latin in particular. Even with his wrath assuaged, he and
his entourage remained unlikely sources of patronage. In both subyject
matter and the circumstances of publication, the Specalum of 1468
was culturally and theologically antithetieal to humanism.

The precedent set by the Specufunr’s preface was, however, noted
and exploited. During the latter half of 1468, Sweypheym & Pannariz,
resumed printing humanist texts. The initial offering in this new
sequence was a two-volume cdition of the Fpistolae of Saint Jerome
(13 December 1468), a text notable for its explicit affirmation of the
pagan-patristic complementarity. Fach volume of the Fpistolac had a
preface written by Johannes Andrea Bussi, bishop of Aleria, and cach
was likewisc addressed to Paul 1. Bussi’s prefaces differed in essential
respects, however, from that of Rodericus. They were not 1solated
efforts but the first of what proved to be a concerted series. Roderi-
cus’s preface dealt with one book, his own. Bussi spoke of a general
curriculum of which he was to be the editor. Redericus, in justifi-
cation, referred to the authority of the Catholic Church. Bussi, in
justification, cited the conscnsus of the humanist community.

Bussi wrote twenty-two prefaces in all, The first was for the letters
of Saint Jerome; the last was Sweynheym & Pannariz’s petition to
Sixtus IV, offered as the preface to the third part of the Postilla super
toten Bibliam (20 March 1472) of Nicolas of Lyra. Bussi’s first and
(inal prefaces are thus records of Sweynheym & Pannartz’s two crises
and instruments of their successful resolution. There were no prelaces
signed by Bussi prior to the imprisonment of the Roman humanists,
and nonc after the conferral of Sweynheym & Pannartz’s benefices.

‘I'he editorial preface can thus be considered a kind of gyroscope,
a mechanism designed to stabilize relations between the Sweynheym
& Pannartz firm and its politically sensitive cnvironment. [t came
into being when the anti-humanism of Paul Il became an operational
clement in the conduct of Roman printing; it was discarded when
Sweynheym & Pannartz, securely pensioncd, had no reason to con-
ccrn themselves with the vagaries of papal behavior. The prefaccs
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were designed to legitimize the distribution of particular pagan and
patristic texts, works with an explicit ideological content. Sixtus ['V's
benefices removed Sweynheym & Pannartz from the political arena
and enabled them to adopt an ideologically neutral editorial style.

This, at any rate, is an hypothesis suggested by Sweynheym &
Pannartz’s post-petition record. Once in possession of their benefices,
Sweynheym & Pannariz printed no more editorial prefaces, editignes
principes, or patristic texts, The classical corpus was not, however,
abandoned. I'ourtcen of their sixteen post-petition items were either
pagan Latin authors or translations from the pagan Greek. Twelve of
these classical texts were reprints, five of which Sweynheym & Pan-
nartz had formerly issued with prefaces. ‘The two non-reprints were
unsigned and unacknowledged editions from the pen of a humanist
bishop who appcears to have been Sweynheym & Pannartz’s post-
petition editor, Niccold Perotti, formerly sccretary to Bessarion. The
remaining two books were a Latin grammar written by Perotri and
a collection of sermons by Robertus Caracciolus, a preacher favored
by the Greek cardinal,? The two books for which Perotti could take
undisputed credit, the Latin grammar and a translation of Polybius,
were headed by prefaces of his own composition,

Irom the vantage point of Sweynheym & Pannartz’s petitions,
archaeological humanism appears to be a scamless web, its compo-
nents so intertwined as to make it impossible to extract any single
onc of them without seriously impairing the existence and utility of
the other two. A detailed analysis of Sweynheym & Pannartz’s print-
ing record yields a different picture. The typographical inyplemen-
tation of their underlying ideology was piecemeal and pragmatic.
The editorial preface was not an original and integral component. In
terms of both function and history, it was a tool designed to cope
with particular problems and to lead to particular solutions. The
hwumanism of Roman prototypography did not spring into cxistence
fully grown; it evolved over time and in response to local circumstan-
ces,

Fditiones principes and patristic texts had been, as we have seen, 2
distinctive fcature of Sweynheym & Pannartz’s publications cver
since they had sct up shop in Subiaco. Bussi's editorial prefaces, in

? Z. Zalarana, “Caracciolo, Roberio,” Dizivnariv biggrafico degli itadimi, XIX (1976), 449-
452, esp. 449,
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contrast, did not appear untl more than three years later, at the end
of 1468. The introductions to Jerome were patently motivated more
by culwural polites than by disinterested scholarship. IMumanism was
under official attack; the first two prefaces were forthright expositions
of its underlying tenct: the symbiosis of pristine, 1.¢., patristic, Chris-
tianity and pagan Latin litcrature,

Bussr’s role 1s ambiguous. The editonal preface may well have been
his special contribution to the repertory of bumanism, {1 was not,
however, the basis of his affiliation with the Sweynheym & Pannariz
firm. In the first of his prefaces to the Postifla, Bussi refers to his four
exhausting years of editorial labors, ' His association with the print-
ers must therefore have begun sometime in the sccond half of 1467,
at least a vear and a hall before the Epistolae appeared in print. Bussi
must have taken up his editorial duties immediately after Sweynheym
& Pannartz’s departure from Subiaco and almost simultaneously with
their arrival 1n Rome.

Approximately six months later, Roman humanism hecame the
object of an official investigation. As its pioneer printers, Sweynheym
& Pannartz must have fell themselves threatened. They placed them-
selves under the ostensive protection of a bishop who also happened
1o be Paul IP’s chiefl of police. The precedent for overt curial spon-
sorship was thus cstablished. With the resolution of this crisis, Bussi,
Sweynheym & Pannartz’s resident editor, became the spekesman for
curial humanism. Whether he did this on his own imitiattve or under
somceone clse’s direction 1s the riddle to be deciphered.

The Sweynheym & Pannartz preface was an authoritative dcecla-
ration of editorial intent. Given the circumstances of its publication,
it was pro forma addressed to Paul 11, the supreme magistrate of
Rome, and presumably had his approval. A preface was, however,
authoritative only to the extent that the opinions expressed could be

-attributed to someonc who was powerful in his own right and who,
in addition, had rcady access to the pope. Rodericus Zamorensis
fulfilled both these conditions.!! Bussi, in contrast, was, as bishops
go, both impoverished and obscure; he was, therefore, 1n no position
to play the part of either patron or entreprencurial sponsor. Rhetoric

10 “[Jaec cgro tum io plutibus alies tum in me ferendo instructus, pater beatissime, didici,
qui plurimis inexhaustisque laboribus exanclatis ultra quatrienniom in difficillimoram auto-
TUm veterum recogaitione versatus. . ., Bussi, Profazioni (note 3), p. 70,

1T fhid., pp. xxiii fL,
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notwithstanding, Bussi could have been no more than an aleer cgo,
a surrogate presence for someone with the essential money and influ-
ence.

Bussi, furthermore, 1ook pains to disqualily himself, In the colo-
phon of the Nocies Atticae of Aulus Gellius (11 April 1469), he denics
having reccived payment for any of his editions (“Edidimus gratis, sit
procul invidia”).'? In the postscript to the Commentarii of Julius Cacsar
(12 May 1469), Bussi apologizes for the atrocious state of the text.
The original recension, he explaing, had been carefully prepared. But
1t was lost, and his printers would not allow him time for an adequate
replacement.!? In the preface to the first part of the Postifla (13
November 1472), Bussi thanks Sixtus IV lor the post of Vatican
librarian and for his consequent release after four years of editorial
drudgery. Nonc of these statements conveys the ring of authority or
the voice of a patron.

Nor was Bussi acting as a “front.” There is nothing covert or coded
about the prefaces. In the etiquette of curial patronage, (lattery was
a client’s obligation. Bussi did not hide the names or motives of the
parties on whosc behalf he was acting, In his first preface, to Saint
Jerame, fipistolue, 1n 1468, Bussi sanctified his editorial services as the
fulfillment of his obligations to his late patron, Cardinal Nicolas of
Cusa. Cusa’s dearest wish, he declared, had been to bring this
chivincly-inspired German invention to Italy."™ In his second preface
(Saint Jerome, Lpistolac 11, 13 December 1468), Bussi cutlined the
program of the Sweynheym & Pannartz firm: the printing of a sucecs-
sion of pagan and patristic texts as the prolegomena to a forthcoming
delense of Plato.™ In his third preface (Apulcius, Opera, 28 February
1469), Bussi identificd this forthcoming Platonic defense as Bessa-
rion’s treavise Adversus calumniatorem Platonis { [Before 28 August]
[469), and equated Cusa and Bessarion, sages united in their adher-
cnce to Platonism as the prophetic anticipation of the concord of
paganism and Christianity.'¢ Bessarion, the surviving patron, inher-
ited the responsibility for promulgating this humanist creed. Adversies
catumniatorem Platonis was, in effect, a detailed exposition of the com-

12 thid., p. 27.

13 thid., p. 28.

I+ fhid., p. 4.

IS fhid., p. 10.

16 1bid., pp. 12-19.
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plementarity of its two strains, The first three editorial prefaces were,
in turn, a précis of Bessarion’s theological and philosophical beliefs.
Any attack on the prefaces or on the texis they protected was the
equivalent of an assault on Bessarion’s authority and orthodaoxy.

This connection must have been clear to everyone within the
Roman curial community and therefore to those advising Paul T1
(who, according to Bussi, never read prefaces) on the affairs of his
immediate realm. Bessarion, it was well known, had secured the
release of the imprisoned humanists. Bessarion’s villa on the Appian
Way was a gathering place for local classicists and a model for the
emerging complex of Italian humanist academies.!”” The overall
design of Bessarion’s library was the probable pattern for Sweynheym
& Pannartz's exposition of pagan-patristic harmony, and the inspi-
ration, as well, of archaeological humanism’s [ormative principle: the
union of rhetoric and revelation inte a coherent system.'® The series
of texts Sweynheym & Pannartz and other firms within the compass
of Bessarion’s influence were subsequently to publish arc concrete
instances of such a system n action.

The nature and scopc of Bessarion’s patronage could hardly have
been dismissed as a form of pedantic sclf-indulgence, Bessarion was
not simply a member of the College of Cardinals. He was a figure of
international cnnnence and a power in s own right, the acknowl-
cdged embodiment of the Greek contribution to European culture
and theology. Bessarion had four times entered a papal conclave as
the leading candidate. He had been the unsuccessful rival of both
Paul 1I and Sixcos I'V. Defeat had not diminished his eminence; he
remained the rallying point for the Curia’s “loyal opposition™ and the
standard against which the incumbent pope’s behavior was measured.
Bessarion’s humanism was the platform of a “shadow government,”
designed to bring about a new crusade and Lo reunite the Roman
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches. ®

The printing and distribution of favored texts was an asscreion of
Bessarion’s basic principles and a incans of rallying and indoctrinating

'? Ludwig Mohler, Aardinal Bescarion afs Theologe, Hrmanist und Staatsmann (Paderborn,
1923), T, 326 T,

1® Lotte Labowsky, Hessarion’s Library and the Biblioteca Marciana: Six Early fnoentories
(Rome, 1979), esp. pp. 157-188.

1% Latte Labowsky, “Bessarione,” Dizionarie bisgrafico degli italiani, 1X {1967), 686-696.
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his clientele. Bessarion’s patronage of humanism and his advocacy of
measures frequently at odds with official papal policy were thus of
a ptece. Both were a continual irritant and challenge to the incumbent
pope.

Paul 1, hohbled by the residual presence of conciliar doctrine and
by his own intellectual mediocrity, had been unable to match the
Byzantine cardinal’s extensive learning and unwavering determina-
tion.”" Sixtus I'V was better equipped to deal with opposition of this
kind. Hc¢ had had the experience of living with i1, baving emerged
from obscurity as a member of Bessarion’s entourage, His elevation
to the cardinalate owed much to Bessarion’s influence.?!

Paul IPs prosecution of the Roman humanists was an attack on
Bessarion both as curial dignitary and cultural patron. The attack
lailed. As is often the case in unsuccessful police actions, this failure
heightened the prestige of the movement Paul 1T had sought to sup-
press and resulied in a resurrected and more openly professed and
practiced Roman humanism, Bessarion’s successful intercession on
behalf of the accused conspirators confirmed his position as the leader
of Roman antiquarian studies and, in addition, made him the director
al its chosen vehicle, the Sweynheym & Pannartz press — a relation-
ship openly declared in the prefaces and texts of 1469. The editions
in question, Apuleius, Aulus Gellius, and Bessarion’s own Aduversus
calwmuiatorem Plaronts, were explicit in their acceptance of Platonism
as a legitimate spiritual and intcllectual creed. From 1468 on, the
Sweynheym & Pannartz printing firm was thus an integral part of
Bessarion’s patronage network, The texts it selected, the mode in
which it presented them, and the readers among whom ic distributed
them are facets of this connection. Archaeological humanism in its
prefatorial form was the Platonism of Cardinal Bessarion projected
through the medium of the printed page.

This relationship 1s confirmed by the circumstances surrounding
Sweynheym & Pannartz’s ultimate gesture, a document of approxi-
mately twelve hundred words, their printed petition to Sixtus 1V (20
March 1472). Exactly one week earlier (13 March 1472) Bessarion had
announced his timpending departure (20 April 1472). He had accepted
a mission to the courts of I'rance and Burgundy. Taking into account

20 Raberto Weiss, U tmanisia veneziano: fapa Paclo £ (Venice, [958), pp. 11-23, 30-32,
' Famont Lee, Sivtus 1V and Men of Fetters (Rome, 1978), P 17-2B.
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that he was about seventy, thac his health was weak, and that fiftcenth-
century transalpine (ravel was taxing, there must have been consid-
erable uncertainty about whether and in what state the cardinal would
return. As it turned out, Bessarion’s mission was a fiasco. He fled
Frrance and, on his way back, died in Ravenna on 18 December 1472, 22

Wittingly or unwittingly, Bessarion was thus the dess ex machina in
Sweynheym & Pannartz’s two crises and the cause of both the inven-
tion and the demise of the editorial preface. Ile can be positively
identificd as the necessitas of the printed petition, the “conncction”
whaose loss was an intellectual and financial disaster for the printers,
and whose presence had been the source of their prosperity and
prestige. The editorial preface came into being in reaction te Pope
Paul I1’s prosecution of the Roman humanists. 1t was discarded upon
Sweynheym & Pannartz’s receipt of Sixtus [V's benehcees. Paul ITs
police action was thwarted by Bessarion’s successful intervention on
the prisoners’ behalf; Bessarion’s patronage ceased wich his departure
from Romece on an official mission. Sixtus I'V’s bencfices can, accord-
ingly, be construed as a form of compensation to Sweynbeym &
Pannartz for the hardships occasioned by their patron's departure.
Bessarion, the one cardinal of an eminence remotely comparable (o
that of the pope, bad Leen the center of their patronage network.
With Sixtus TV patronizing a rival printer, Sweynheym & Pannartz’s
peculiar humanism was neither fashionable nor viable, Their chances
of finding a new curial sponsor were nil. Accepung a pension and
opting out of the idcological arena was the prudent coursc.

The history of the Sweynheym & Pannartz firm can be read as a
cautionary tale of the rewards and risks of curial politics. Their
dependence on patronage — inevitable in a pre-market economy —
madc them pawns in the ecclesiastical power game.

I-ncomiastic humanisin can be interpreted as the official reaction
.to the problems posed by an active curial opposition. Eschewing Paul
II's confrontational polities, Sixtus 1V took his former patron, Bes-
sarion, as model and handled the problem of his presence by borrow-
ing as many pages as nccessary from Bessarion’s own book. The new
pope concocted an apposite amalgam of Byzantine traditions and
humanist invention, In the pracess, Sixtus I'V created an ccclesiology
congenial (o his papacy and his policies. The intcllectual resources

22 Lahowsky, “Bessarione” (note 19), p. 693,
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of Rome, its scholars, printers, and artists, were commissioned (¢
animate this new doctrine with the imperial pérsona of the newly
elected pope. Bessarion was treated in classic Roman style; he was
sent abroad, in what amounted to honorable exile, on a cause dear to
his hcart. Bessarion’s cultural factotum, Johannes Andrea Bussi, was
disarmed with new titles and more exalted rcsponsibifitics. Sweyn-
heym & Pannartz were ushered into comfortalle retirement, I'here
was no open break with humanism’s immediate past.

THE EcoNnoaIcs OF A PRIMITIVE LLITERATE SYSTEM

Circumstances [avored a solution of this sort. Ifumanism and print-
ing were recent phenomena, unencumbered by custom and tradition.
In theory at Jeast, Sweynheym & Pannartz should have been oper-
ating in the free market of cottage enterprise, producing the most
attractive product conceivable and distributing 1t under the most
favorable terms. In practice, however, they were subject to the dic-
tates of the local cconomy: an administrative system functioning on
the basis of literate exchange. For some members of this system, it
was desirable that certain texts be valued more highly than others,
and Sweynheym & Pannartz catered to this desire. They were not so
much engaged in the production and distribution of a commaodity,
1.e., the making and selling of books, as in offering a service, i.e., the
“canonization” of uniform aggregates of specific texts. The patron
chose both texts and tvpo'iu,s,” Sweynheym & Pannartz transmuted
these formal decisions into culturally hallowed graphic substance.
Their dependence upon patronage went, however, beyond the need
of an ideclogically authoritative source for textual selection and typo-
graphical design, Given the peculiar conditions of early Italian print-
ing, the role of patron emailed the additional obligation of providing
financial support and political protection.

This service function intensified the innovative aspect of printing.
It made 1t particularly attractive to groups and individuals dissatisfied
with the conventions of literate communication. The initial impulse
of this exotic technology was accordingly centrifugal. Printing’s pri-

2 M. ). I'eld, “The Sibyls of Subiaca: Sweynheym and Pannartz and the £ditio Princeps
of Lactantius,” in Renaissance Stadies in Honor of Craig Tugh Smiyth, ¢d. Andrew Morrogh et
al. (Ilerence, 1985} I, 301-314, esp. 303.
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mary appeal was to marginal and anomalous individuals who, by
virtite of their elaborate literate skills, considered themselves to he
mcmbers of an clite: intellectuals consumed by a sense of unacknowl-
cdged and unappreciated talents and contributions, or resident alicns
such as Cardinal Bessarion, obscssed with the nostalgia of exile.

The itial dependence of Italian printing on marginal agents
inherently constrained its growth and development. Their emotional
involvement notwithstanding, the issues at stake for Bessarion and
the humanists were cultural and ideological and, as such, abstract
and impersonal. The prcdominant cthos of quattrocento Rome and
of the Renaissance city-state was, in contrast, concrete and intenscly
prwat(, It reflected the values of a traditional, primitive society and

vas rooted in the straightforward, unambiguous, and unalloyed pro-
motion of clan and domestic interests. The nepotism of Sixtus 1V
was a signal example of “amoral familism.”?* There was, accordingly,
a state ol 1ension between the individuals towards whom the printers,
by dint of reason, turned for support, and the forces which, by
custom of the country, they songht to assnage.

T'he attractiveness ol encomiastic humanism and the achievement
of Lignamine are best appreciated against this background. Encomi-
astic humanism was, in essence, a device for the conversion of an
idealized and csoteric vocabulary, the language of archacological
humanism, into terms appropriate for the coarse realities of quattro-
Cento ltflly The achievement of Lignamine was to focus this conver-
sion process directly on the persona, ceremonial, and ambitions of
the most powerful and imfluennial Roman magistrate. The local
apposition 10 humanism and printing was, as a result, not only dis-
armed, 1t became an acquiescent source of positive support.

Lignamine is, accordingly, significant as a model of resourceful
accommodation. 1 he domestication of originally c¢xotic modes of
thought and bchavior is what revolutions, insofar as they are suc-
cessful, bring about. or I'rance, at any rate, the Code Napol¢on
was, in this sense, more revolutionary than the Declaration of the
Rights of Man; and, with respect 1o printing, |.ignamine was, by the
same token, more of a radical agent than Sweynheym & Pannartz,
Since revolution is a process, acclimatization rather than innovation
is the ultimately decisive factor.

#* Tor “amoral familism,” see Edward C. Banfeld, The Moral Basis of a Backzward Society
(Chicago, 1958); for its specilic Sistine application, Lee, Sivrns 7V (note 21), pp. 33-38.
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In 1465 typography was nonetheless an innovative technology, and
it was Sweynheym & Pannartz who impressed upon Italian printing
its idiosyncratically innovative character. The path they took, the
horizons thus created, and the uncertainties thereby posed became
the criteria against which the subsequent fifty vears of humanist
printing were to be measured. These criteria served, in addition, as
the raw matcrials of Lignamine’s notably more successful career.
I'rom such a perspective, Sweynheym & Pannart2’s decision to locate
their enterprisc along the axis of a curial connection seems inspired.,

Neither the decision nor the inspiration were, however, entirely of
their own making. A curial connection had, as a matter of fact, been
central to the original motive for bringing German printers to Italy:
Cusa’s desire to press their “divinely inspired invention” into the
service of his own philosophical and theological interests. Sweyn-
heym & Pannartz were, thus, from the beginning, pawns in a greater
game. [t must, however, be noted that, their subordinate status and
alien condition notwithstanding, they cxploited every opportunity.
What should have heen a crippling blow, Cusa’s death, was almost
immediately transformed by his printers into the occasion for estab-
lishing their enterprisc on a more autonomous and broader basis.

Sweynheym & Pannartz took full-advantage of the role played
within the cultural ambience of the papal curia by their recently
deceased patron.?® The contacts created by their association with
Cusa served them well. Almost immediately upon their arrival in
Rome they must have been appriscd of whom it was essential to
appeasc, briefed as to how these individuals were to be approached,
and informed of the means through which their favor was best gained.

Much of their success could simply have been due to common
sense, As printers, it was clearly expedient for them to seek out the
local agencics where literacy was most highly valued and rewarded,;
as artisans, they were obliged to follow the dictates and tastes of their
patrons. What Sweynheym & Pannartz accomplished within so short
a time remains, nonetheless, awe-inspiring. The brevity of the inter-
val between the death of Cusa and the publication of their carliest
lxooks, and the extent to which the contents of these texts coincided
with the most advanced and esoteric elements of humanism is evi-

25 Within the Curia, Cusa had had the role of artistic director; sec Marco Bussagli, “1l
‘Battismo di Landra’ &i Picro della Francesca: Per una rilcttura in chiave trinitaria,” Guaderni
medioevall, 20 (1985}, 28-63, ¢sp. 40-44, 56 ff.

I
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dence of a talent bordering on genius for che manipulation of tortuous
politics and complex idcologues and idealogies.

In the light of such gifts, it is the end rather than the beginning of
the Sweynheym & Pannartz enterprise that is puzzling: the fact that
they apparcntly interpreted the news of the impending departure of
onc patron, Bessarion, as tantamount to dissolution not only of their
firm but of their characteristic style of humanist printing as well.
Such a reaction was at odds with the tone and contents of their
pctition and with their own history. In the petition, Sweynheym &
Pannartz. refer to themselves as an established cultural asset. They
declare their “arc” to be “of the preatest utility” to the Curia, and
state explicitly that their livelihood has up to then been dependent
upan the sale of “the portion of these books allotted to your prisiters”
(my italics) — implying therelyy chat their curial connection was or
should have been an acknowledged fact and that it was furthermore
such as to give them an independent role. Insofar as it is known,
morcover, the history of the firm reveals an astonishing capacity to
surmount the vicissitudes of patronage and to extract the maximum
advantage from high-level political tensions and fluctuations. This
time, however, Sweynheym & Pannartz resigned themselves to fail-
ure. The particular circumstances of this fatlure wcre, morcover,
largely of their own making. Sweynheym & Pannartz’s archacological
humanism had been the ostensive model for, and presumed pre-
requisite of, Lignamine’s entrepreneurial triumph. Lignamine’s sue-
cess was, to an extent and in a manner that was clearly unanticipared,
incompatible with the continued existence of archaeological human-
ism as a viable style and of Sweynheym & Pannartz as a viable firm.

Their sudden and uncharacteristic vulnerability to the hazards of
curial politics 1s what has to be explained. The explanation in question
calls into account the specific circumstances under which Roman
printers operated in the years between 1465 and 1473. Insofar as
Lignamine and Sweynheym & Pannartz are concerned, the concrete
details arc unrccorded, They are situated just before the point at
which Italian printing enters economic history, Given the naturc of
the available data, it seems, thercfore, most expedient to biegin with
what is known, and from there te go backwards in time, retracing
the steps leading away from Sweynheym & Pannarte.

Here we have something positive 10 go by. Specimen contracts
drawn up in other parts of Italy in the early 1470s between humanist
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printer-editors and patron-publishers have survived. The one most
apt for our purposes, in that it deals explicitly with printing for a
lcarned clientele, was drawn up in Bologna on 25 October 1474).2¢ It
defined the relationship between two local entreprencurs and a
humanist of note who had agreed to become the manager of a suon-
to-be-established printing firm. ‘The contract, going into cffect on 1
December 1470, was to run for two years. 'The entreprencurs, Mal-
pigli and Azzoguidi, were to provide the initial capital and to pay the
costs of labor and materials. The humanist, Francesco Putcolano,
agreed on his part to hire and supervise printers for the three presses
provided by Malpigh and Azzoguidi, to supply them with copy and
to correct the proofs, assuring Malpigli and Azzoguidi of a stock of
hooks of such quality as to guarantec their ready sale wheresoever.
After the cost of material and labor had been deducted, Puteolano
would receive cither one-third of the remaining printed books or one-
third of the proceeds of the sale of such books. At the contract’s
expiration the unsold stock, with adjustment for expenscs incurred,
would be divided among the contraceees 1n equal parts. Similar con-
tracts between patren-publisher and printer-editor, with the lateer
receiving one-third of the net proceeds, either in cash or in kind, have
been found in the archives of two Umbrian towns, Trevi (5 July
1470)*7 and Feligno (1§ December 1470).28

When Sweynheym & Pannartz cite in their printed petition “the
imolerable burden [of] the portion of these books allotied 1o your
printers,” they are probably referring to one-third of their firm’s net
product We can make only an educated guess at what this meant in
actual figures. Accepting the petition’s standard figure of 275 as the
average size of any given edition, and arbitrarily postulating 50 per-
cent as the portion of fixed capital, material, and labor costs included
in the price of every book, we arrive at an estimate of 40 to 50 copies
of every pressrun as Sweynheym & Pannartz’s share. Bussi, his
professions of disinterest notwithstanding, probably kept a few copies

2 1., Stghinolfi, “Francesco Puteolano e le origini della stampa in Bologna ¢ in Parnsa,”
Bibliofifia, 15 (1913-14), 451-456, csp. 455-456.

27 Tommaso Valeati, “Per la storia dell’arie detla stampa in Italia,” Bibliofifia, 26 (1924-
25), 105-127, esp. 123-124.

% Tommaso Valenti, *Gl'inizi della tipografia degli Qrfini 0 Voliguo,” Bibliofilia, 27
(1925-26), 348-370, esp. 368-370.
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lor himself. Cardinal Bessarion and his associates in patronage must,
therefore, have ended up with somcthing in the order of 175 to 225
coptes of every Sweynheym & Pannartz-Bussi edition.

We know that Sweynheym & Pannartz tried to sell their share.
What Bessarton did with his books is another matter — one crucial
to an understanding of carly printing. The hulk of Sweynheym &
Pannartz’s production must have passed through Bessarion’s hands;
how the cardinal and his associates, in a four-year period, distributed
approximately 200 copics cach of some thirty editions of pagan and
patristic texts defines the paramcters of the prototypographer’s entre-
preneorial activity.

This question can be resolved hypothetically an the basis of our
available informarion as 1o Bessarion’s character and designs. Several
possibilities emerge. Bessarion’s villa was the gathering point of
Roman humanists, He nught have offered the books for sale to Rome’s
intellectual elite. The cardinal maintained a correspondence with
almost every important [talian humanist and was in touch with the
complex of academies emerging in the 1460s and 147(s in the penin-
sula’s civic and courtly centers, Naples, Rome, Florence, Ferrara,
and Milan. Thus, he could usc ltaly’s major cultural centers as chan-
ncls for the disiribution of his books.

I'he terms on which these hooks were distributed is another crucial
and hypothctical matter. Bessarion could have sold his books for gain,
at cost, or at a subsidized loss. He might simply have given then
away. I'rom what is recorded of Bessarion’s principles and behavior,
and of the known conventions of courtly patrenage and munificence,
only the last alternative seems likely. The 1one of Bussi’s disclaimers
makes it clear that in humanist circles, at any rate, printing was
regarded as a nonprofit enterprise. He 1s quick to clear himsclf of any
suspicion of monetary interest, Bessarion, a prince of the church,
must have distributed his books freely and without conditions.?” The
bulk of Sweynheym & Pannarez’s output would thus have passed
through Bessarion’s hands ¢z roate to their readers, a process guar-
anteed to endow the hooks with the ritual attributes of the gift.3¢

¥ Deno John Geanakoplos, Tuteraction of ihe “Sibling” Byzantine and Westerss Cultures in
the Middle Ages and Htatinn Renaissance (330-1600) (New Haven, 1976), pp. 232 iI.

* For a general account of the ritual gif(, sec Marcel Mauss, The Gift: Forms and Froctions
of Lxchange in Archaic Societies, trans. Tan Cunnison (New York, 1967), pp. 67 ff.
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From documentary evidence of the cra, we derive the IMPression
of a Bessarion assiduous in the distribution of his own written work.
The cardinal had two books printed during his lifetime: Adversuy
calumnintorem Platonis, Rome, Sweynheym & Pannartz ( [before 28
August] 1469), and Lpistelae et orativnes ( [Paris, Freyburger, Gering
& Crantz, before 23 April 1471]). Details as 1o the distribution of
the first of these publications are sketchy. From surviving copics and
the cardinal’s correspondence, we can infer that a broad range of
, Ttalian cultural and ccclesiastical dignitaries received the book as a
" gift. 3! Epistolac ot Orativnes was printed under the editorial supervision

of Bessarion’s Sorbonnic factotum, Guillaume Fichet. In a letier
dated 21 March 1472, Fichet informed Bessarion that forty-six pres-
cntation copics of the Epistelac et Orationes had already been distrib-
uted, out of a print run that was later estimated to be aboul one
hundred.

It cannot be demonstrated that Bessarion sponsored the distribu-
tion of printed beoks other than his own. Some notion of quattrocento
typographical patronage can, nonethcless, be inferred from a contem-
porary description of Sixtus 1V as a patron of humanists and dis-
penser of printed books. This account can be read as an imitation of
Bessarion’s own practice, for Sixtus 1V, throughout his ascent from
professor of theology to cardinal, was a member of Bessarion’s entou-
rage. Ilis cancept of the papacy was inspired by Byzantine imperial
precedent. In his deliberate identification with historical models and
his systematic patronage of humanists, Sixtus IV was an apt student
of Bessarion’s cultural politics.

The description of Sixtus IV as patron exists in the form of an
epigram written between August 1471 and August 1472 by the
Veronese humanist Leonardo Montagna. The pocm is addressed 10
Montagna’s friend and protector Jacopo Ammanati de Piccolomin,
cardinal of Pavia. Tt is, in cffect, a petition begging Ammanat to
intercede with Sixtus [V on Montagna’s behalf, Material wealth, the
poet writcs, is not his lot; he is, accordingly, modcst in hiis expecta-
lions, at any rate for the time being. Montagna will be satisfied 1f

31 John Monfasani, “Il Perotti ¢ la controversia tra Platonici ed Aristotclici,” Res Publica
Litterarna, 4 (1981}, 197. '

311, 0. Saffrey, Descripiion dior incaable imprimé a la Sorbowie (Paris, 1971), csp. pp. 8
ff. An Italian translation of the Epistelac et Orationes was printed in Venice, likewise in 1471,
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Sixtus IV and his attendant muses give him as a gift ten of the
German-printed books. Drawing on Sixtus IV's newly minted impe-
rial imagery, the poet asks his friend to take on the role of Maecenas
and introducc him to the pope.*

As his poem declares, Montagna sccks not money but recognition.
He begs Ammanati to bring his case to the attention of Rome’s ruler
so that the pope mav make him a gift of printed books. I'rom this we
can mfer that Sixtus TV had among his clients both printers and
humanists and acted as distributing agent among them. The preface-
petition of Sweynheym & Pannartz confirms this arrangement. The
prototypographers assure the pope that he, having become their pro-
tector, can havc as many copics of their printed books as he wants,
to give to whomever he wants.>* Bessarion’s influence 1s once again
evident,

I'bis reconstruction leads to an apparently paradoxical conclusion:
Sweynheym & Pannartz's ability to sell their allotted portion of books
was positively cclated to the willingness of Bessarion {or some other
eminent patron) 10 give an even larger part of the printed run away,

3 Clajesarcos vultus deductos {alere vel aure
Hie habet; hic gemmas, possidet alter opes,
At mibi nil simile est hac tempestate. Quid ergo
Pauper agam? Non est gui muhi pijalestet opem.
Me pater Aspalati, fatcar, 1am pluribus annis
Nuteit; at id prjajeter nil venit inde mihi.
Floe fortuna factt, merius non lajequa virorun,
e mihi goad nequeat tradere plura pater,
Nua ego divitias, prineeps, hoc emnpore posco;
Nlas, cum fueris mastmus, ipse petant.
Nunc tantum cupto quod det mihi munera Sixtus.
Qulale sua Pierides sint c2 dona petunt:
Sint ea dona, precor, mihi qu[zle bis guinque reportant
{icrmanus mira quos premit arte libros.
Crede mihi, Sixti non derunt munera quarti,
oi mihi MlaJecenas w, Papicnsis, cris.

t £an Dorez, “Notice sur un recueil de podsics latines ct un portrait de Phumaniste véronais
Leonardo Montagna (e, 1425-1485) (MS. 806 de la Bibliothtque de I'Institut),” Natices of
extraits des manuscrits de fa Bibliolbéque Nationale of antres biblintégues pubités par L'Acudéinie des
fuscriptions et Belfes-Lettres, vol. 39, pt. 2 (Paris, 1916}, 439-467, csp. 461. M. Darez interprets
the poem, its disclaimers notwithistanding, as a request for money, another instance of the
“mearket fallacy™ in action.

1 122 nobis subsidium de execlso throna maicstalis tuae; parati sumus pro clementiae
tuae arbitrio, de nostra merce, id est de impressis quinternionibus nostris, tihi tat tradere
quot valucris ¢t quibus volueris.” Bussi, Prefazione (note 3}, p. 84.
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in a ratio of gifts to sales of somcthing like 4:1. Ritual apart, this
arrangement would in a commercial sense scem to be irrational.
Bessarion’s two hundred copies would have gone to his friends, asso-
ciatcs and clients: the Roman intelleciual and adminiserative elite, the
established humanist community, and the patrons of learning; in
sum, the natural constituency of serious readers. Sweynheym &
Pannartz were thus Jeft dependent on casual customers. They should,
one would think, have received the news of Bessarion’s departure
with a sensc of veliel; they would henceforth have the humanist
reading public all to (hemschves. The printers (and cveryone else
acquainted with the firm), however, thought otherwise, They
accepted this announcement as a harbinger of disaster and declared
that henecforth they would find it difficult or impossible to sell their
books. As Sweynheym & Pannartz’s two petitions indicate, this ver-
ston went uncontested.,

Events justified their apprchensions, Sweynhcym & Pannartz’s
post-petition venture was short and undistinguished. Bessarion’s
departure radically transformed the firm. Their range of titles nar-
rowed, and the physical fate of the books themselves was notably
altered. A modern comparative survey of the surviving copies of
Sweynheym & Pannartz’s pre- and post-Bessarion editions confirms
the printed petition’s underlying assumptions. To cite its conclusions:
“the last dozen [books] printed by the partners are much rarer than
the previous thircy-six. . . . 1t may be noted 2lso that of the earlier
books an unusually large number are found in untouched condition,
Le., unrubricated and with no contemporary nores of ownership. . . 3

There are two plausible reasons for the relative rarity of post-
peuation books. With the dissolution of the cardinal’s distributive
network, Sweynheym & Pannartz. may simply have produced runs
closer to Lignamine’s usual 100 to 150 than to their former 275. This
alone might account for the refative scarcity of post-petition editions.

A seeond line of reasoning assumes that there may have been
significant differences between the readers included in Bessarion’s
distributive network and those attracted by Sweynheym & Pannartz’s
prices and stock. Eminent scholars and patrons of learning are invari-
ably morc likely to be 1he recipients of complimentary copies than

> Caralogue of Books Printed in the XVib Centary New in the Rritish Museans, Part 1V
(London, 1916), p. viii.
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the common reader. Bessarion’s colleagues and clients were, undoubt-
edly wealthier and morc distinguished than Sweynheym & Pannartz’s
casual customers. The tendency to accumulate books is, as with ather
material objects, proportionate to money and social rank. Other
things being equal — this statement is tautological — rhe rich will
have more of them than those less well off. As eollections increase in
size, they are more likely to be maintained and disposed of as cor-
porate entiiies, Le&., librarics. T'he books distributed by Bessarion
were thus more hable to be cataloged, inventoried, and thereby pre-
served than those sold by Sweynheym & Pannartz.

The difterence in the treatment of pre- and post-petition books
may also reflect this disparity in wealth and status, though this rea-
soning 1s adnuttedly more conjectural. Quattrocento books came
from their printers unbound and without initial capitals. Bessarion’s
hypothetical gifis went to well-stocked collections where, in all prob-
ability, the text in question already existed in manuscript forim. There
was accordingly no immediate need to have such a book processed.,
As a gift, it would have been acknowledged and, unrubricated and
unread, stowed away. A purchased book, on the other hand, would
be more likely to reflect and bear the marks of a pressing interest.

Classical literature was not, in the era ol Sweynheym & Pannartz’s
operations, a staple commodity, Ciceronian Latin was the language
of scholars, and a working knowledge was restricted to a privileged
few, The Latin text was, accordingly, more of a luxury than a neces-
sity, luxury being here deiined as a2 commodity deemed absolutely
essential to the maintenance of privilege. 'I'he pre-petition cditions of
Sweynheym & Pannartz included, by explicit declaration, a high
proportion of books of a patently esoteric nature, c.g., Apulcius,
Aulus Gellius, Bessarion, and the aborted Macrobius.?® These texts
were distributed without charge among a chosen few. Sweynheym
& Pannartz’s post-petition editions were presumably designed for
sale to readers who by virtue of that very transaction were not mem-
bers of the elite, and who, therefore, were obligcd to acquire such
texts at a financial sacrifice. The “choscn few” of humanists patron-
ized by Bessarion were wealthier and, ironically encugh, more
numerous than the “mass” ol casual readers. '1'he history of the

36 For an account of Bessarion's printing program in general and of his projected but
e alizee A 1< 1 ] - LSy gy 2, -1
never reabized Macrobius in particular, see M. D, Teld, “Sweynheym and Pannaerz” (pote

8), 252-333, ¢sp. 300-313.
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Sweynheym & Pannartz firm tells us as much. The aforementioned
4:1 ratio may be no more than a shorthand cocfficient for the intel-
fectual, social, and economic facts of quattrocento life. It may, in
addition, be¢ basced on a fundamental and invariant condition of
learned society.?” Lach of these hypotheses merits detailed consid-
eration.

LITERATE SYSTEMS — LEARNED SYSTEMS

The hypothetical existence of 2 Bessarion-sponsored literate sys-
tem based on the gift distribution of scholarly texts is corroborated
by madern experience, The inferred details of 1ts mode of operations
correspond in almost every respect, prefaces and texts included, to
the salient features of a famliar and well established mode of pub-
lishing: the scholarly monograph. In the dissemination of learned
research in printed form, a significant proportion of the run is dis-
tributed frec as either review or complimentary copics. There is
indeed, just as in the Bessarion literate system, a positive corrclation
between the putative originality of scholarship and the percentage of
gitt copies, the frequency of gift discribution varying dicectly with
the intellectual claims of the book in question. The percentage of gift
copies of the first printing of Whitchead and Russell’s Prineipia Aathe-
matica, for example, was undoubtedly greater than that for the first
printing of Russcll’s The Principles of Mathematics. Tn both the above
cases 1he gift proportien was undoubtedly greater than that of Will
Durant’s The Story of Philosophy.

A second aspect of the Bessarion distribution is cqually worthy of
comment. Since the proportion of gift copies is directly related to a
given book’s intellectual claims, and since gifis tend to be given to the
patron or author’s scholarly peers, any increase in the intellectual
pretensions of a given book will be matched by a similar increasc in
the proportion of recipients already familiar with its contents. The
prime recipient of Sweynheym & Pannartz’s hooks was, as has heen
argued, Cardimal Bessarion, the most learned of quattrocento scholars
and the earliest of printing’s patrons. Benween mid-1468 and mid-1470,
his personal library was the source of Sweynheym & Pannariz's manu-
script copy-texts. Bessarion, in turn, prebably distributed his share of
each run among scholars who already possessed a manuscript of the text

7 On the apparently invariant comdition of “scrious” readers, sce Elisabeth Sifeon,
“What Reading Public?”, The Nation, 22 May 1982, 628-629.
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1n question. The guiding principle is timeless and mechanieal. In the
practice of scholarship it is notorious that review and complimentary
copics tend to be given to collcagues who have participated in the
discussions and to established authorities who have contributed to the
rescarch on which the printed work is based. The size of the edition,
morcover, almost mvariably tends to decrease and the crcle of its
authot’s indebtedness to expand in direct ratio to the intensity and
professionalism of the discussions and research in question.

The gift distribution process should, accordingly, not be approached
as a bit of more or less spontancous by-play in the disinterested
pursuil of knowledge. It is a measured and quantitauve component
of the calculus of scholarly careers. In the pursuit such careers,
recegnition by one’s learned peers, and publication 1s the acknowl-
edged method whereby such recognition is attained.* In the process
of learned publication, it 1s, moreover, the review and complimentary
copies that really count. Success in all its forms, public acclaim
included, depends upon their reception. Intellectual statas, appoint-
ments, promotions, grants, fcllowships, all fiow from the reactions
of the recipients of complimentary copics and the authors of profes-
sional reviews. It is the foree of this realization that distinguishes
literate gift exchange from random distribution processes and makes
it the focus of a system. Through the exchange of gift copies, scholars
define themselves as a community and lecale individual research
within the cantext of their common pursuit.

The modern scholar is, in this respect, better off than the quattro-
cento humanist. By virtue of academic affiliation, the scholar func-
rions as a member of an articulated class, a lcarned system, and
knows, as a routine matter of fact, who its members are and the
relative degree of authority each possesses. The carly humanists, as
already noted, lacked this framework. In the absence of alternatives,

- their organizational impulse devolved upon the text, Esotericism and
editorial authority were the coordinates whereby the reader could
situate himself within 1the humanise literate system. Humanism rep-

3% The earliest use of the phrase “publish or perish” is, so far as | know, in a lctter of the
Flemish classicist Justus Lipsius (1547-1606): “Crax [his study of crucifixion in ancient times]
nostra in wmpora ad cum venict, quae apud me quidem {candide dico} haud magni acsti-
matat. Ao non abia possemus, & in re alia; si ‘aevum hoc vellet?’ sed pareamnns, ue pereamns™
(my italics), Justus Lipsius, Ictter to Abraham Oreclius, March 1594, Syllages epistolarun: a
vires ustribus, ed. Pieter Burman, 5 vols. (Leiden 1727), 1, 163.
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resented a consensus on the characteristics that rendered specific
books authentic keys to a higher truth. The process of identifying
and acquiring such books was the humanist rite of passage.

In discarding the trappings of archaeological humanism, and in
particular the editorial preface and the editio princeps, Sweynheym &
Pannartz, in effect, disassociated themselves from the social and
cncoded contexi of humanism. They aligned themselves, as it were,
with Perotti’s notion of the value-free, transcendental edition. Valuc-
frce, transcendental readers proved, as it turncd out, to be few in
number.

Encomiastic publication went to the other extremc. Lignamine
accepted the political and social universe of the papacy as an absolute.
He conceatrated on the printing of texts written by the pope or by
members of his immediate entourage and, as his prefaces indicate,
distributed these editions among members of the papal clientele, the
individuals dircctly responsible for implementing papal claims. Lig-
namine’s inspired improvisation was to recognize a literate system
ready at hand in the guisc of the Vatican bureaucracy and to render
it impeceably humanist through his celebration of Sixtus IV as the
incarnation of Roman imperium and pagan-patristic harmoeny. Sixtus
IV made this harmony his style of public behavior, and gave his
Curiz and printer the mission of diffusing its colers and patierns over
his complex of princely alliances and nepotistic promotions.

The dissemination of knowledge was, in no respect, a function of
Lignamine’s enterprise. His mission, assumed or imposcd, was to
render the language of the pope an integral component of Italy’s
structurc of power. In at least two of his prefaces Lignamine declares
his purpose in printing the written works of Sixtus [V to have becn
their distribution as gifts to the most learned men and most Christian
princes.*® [He was preaching not so much to the converted as to the
converting. Ilis books werc in cffect tokens of the official recognition
of their recipient’s good faith. They had as their major objective the
conflation of ideological orthodoxy and social status. In the logic of

39 “Feceram Sancte Pater tuc Sanctitati de Sanguine Christi et e Potentia Dei litellos
fere trecentos impressorio artificia inscribi yuibus meltos virns dignitate el seientia insignes donari
ut per omnem orbem tue Sanctitatis laudes diffunderem” (my italics), Giovanni Filippo
Lignamine, dedicatory preface to Sixtus IV, De futuris conzingentibus {Rome, 1473), in Cap-
1albi, Noetizie (note 2), p. 59, and also the preface to Eusebius Cesariensis, Historia ecclesiastica
(1474), p. 71; both references are to the selective distribution of printed editions of texts
written by Sixtus [V,
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encomiastic texts, possession and understanding were equivalent
terms. Only those individuals with an active role in formulating and
implementing the Sistine imperial revival were eligible for partici-
pation in the gift ritual.

Lignamine’s books were, in both format and distribetion pattern,
a reflection of indigenous social and political forces. As a publisher,
he was diligent rather than learned; his list is a catalog of the actors
and themes of Sistine curial politics. There 1s no evidence for the
existence of another waorld. Here again Lignamine was thce most
imaginative of carly publishers. In a sctting where the coordination
of textual appeal and authoritative support was the crucizl problem,
he constructed a literate system based on the straightforward equation
of reader and subject matier. With due allowance for hyperbolic
flight, Lignamine can be compared to the impresario who “papcrs”
his audience with the reviewers and “angels” of his plays, and whose
productions are litanies of the personal virtucs and cosmic significance
of these two parties.

Lignaminc’s Sistinc publications may now strike most as the pros-
titution of printing's potential and humanism’s promise, and as the
betrayal of Bessarion’s goal, viz., the reconstitution of classical antiq-
uity through the dissemination of its purified texts. Such judgments
are anachronistic. In quattrocento perspective, Lignamine's modifi-
cations emerge as fogically cntailed phases in the natural evolution of
humanism. Humanism, insofar as it was a movement, had as its
unifying principle the belief that works of literature, to be praperly
appreciated, must be located in their cultural context and rcad as
models of behavior.*® The socialization of the book was humanmsm’s
radical contribution to intellectual history. Lignamine reversed the
prevalent order of values and transformed literature from instrument
into end. The encomastic system he had, virtually by fiat, created
was the aggressive embodiment of Roman might, the culmination of
pagan-patristic harmony, and — a necat nco-Byzantine touch — the
icon in whose presence such achicvemnents were to be worshipped.
Lignamine’s revolutionary role stemmed from his wholehearted
acceptance of official values as the ultimate intellectual and aesthetic
criteria, His approach was thoroughly contemporary and immedi-

H Cf. Fugenio Garin, Iraffan Humawism: Phifosopby and Civie Life i the Renaissance, trans,
Peter Munz (New York, 1963), pp. 3-4.
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atcly applicable. It had a predictably drastic effect on the subsequent
course of humanist printing.

Judged solely by the light of a realistic view of guattrocento enl-
ture’s economic and political variables, Lignamine’s logic was incon-
trovertible, In pracuce, he was not so much realizing the potential of
printing as manipulating humanism’s transeriptive rituals as well as
that movement’s peculiar concept of the “book.” The ritoals and
concept 1n question were central to the Renaissance worship of clas-
sical Rome and, as a modest digression on the medicval book may
scrve to demonstrate, represented a sharp break with the scribal
procedures of their immediate past.

The social environment of the medieval book can be depicted as a
continuunl, bounded on onc end by a luxury object, the commis-
sioned manuscript, and, on the other, by the anonymous product of
the pecie, the scriptorial factory. The commissioned manuscript is
best exemplified by the umque editions the Limbourg brothers illu-
minated for Jcan, Duc de Berry (1340-1416). As books, these existed
solely on their patron’s terms. 'Fhe duke held himself in high esteem
as a Christian, a great lord, and a patron of the arts. The depicted
objects, style, and texts of his manuscripts constituted an exchange
of tokens of mutual admiration among these disparate clements of his
worshipful personality, There is, accordingly, no interpretive vantage
point supcrior to that of the illuminated manuscript's patron. It was
and still is 2 monument to possessive individualism, Modern schol-
arship has, to be sure, identificd many of the artisans involved and
established a connection between the various parts and the manu-
script as a whole. Such attributions, however, are invariably based
on a partcular feudal magnate’s history and personality. The illu-
minated manuseript is almost always denoted by the name of its
patron.*!

In the operations of the pecia, the significance of the individual
recader, as ejther creator or connoisseur, was, on the other hand,
catcgorically denied. Details of cxccution were irrelevant and
mechanical. The art of writing and the art of verbal composition were
distinct and indcpendent disciplines, and writing was, in both the
social and intellectual sensc, the inferior pariner. The pecia book was

H Millard Meiss, Freuch Fainsing in the Time of fean De Berry: The Limbowrgs and Their
Contemporaries (New York, 1974), 1, 36-66, 287-308.
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the product of the professional scribe and bore the imprint of the
latter’s subordinate status. kt was the commaon carrier for the trans-
mission of verbal clusters, a conduit channelling the matter of literacy,
and expressly designed to perform just that function; the scribe in no
way affected the composition or destination of the materials passing
through his hands. The pecia was, accordingly, indifferent to the
tastes and belicfs of the individual reader.* There is no significant
sensc in which the making, distribution, and discussion of texts were
in active interplay.

For the early humanist scribe, in contrast, the classical text was a
kind of theatre, a comniedia deff'arte wherein he served as actor-impre-
sario. As actor, the humanist scribe had the role of amanuensis, the
original author’s privileged hand. Such a hand was made manifest
through its governing geometric principles. As impresario, the
humanist scribe dedicated himself to the proposition that the percep-
tion and execution of such principles was an incontrovertible proof
of hoth the principles’ and exccutor’s authenticity. The labor of tran-
scription thus became an interpretive reading in its own right, and
the posscssor of a manuscript was, in the process of perusal, brought
face-to-face with the criteria and the authority on which its obvious
beauties and undcrlying truths were based.

Transcription and reading became complementary facets of 2 sys-
tem of belief, an orchestrated faith in the supernatural existence of
pristine texts, geometric forms, and the fundamental harmony
between them, all three superior and impervious to the ravages of
time and ignorance. These therapeutic efements could, by virtue of
the faith and works of individual humanists, be eransfused throughout
the corpus of antiquity and the genius of Rome brought back 10 earth.

Pride of place among such restorative media went to /ettzera antica,
the authentic Roman hand. By mcans of Jettera antica, texts could bhe
copied and read in their original form. Lettera antica was, however,
morc of an invention than a rediscovery. The manuscripts on which
it was based were actually of Carolingian provenance, viz., 800 to
1000 A.p. In the context of the present discussion, that face is irrel-
evant; we are here dealing with 1ssucs of faith, What is pertinent are
the behiefs on the basis of which such manuscripts were singled out,

+ Guy Fink-Errera, “Une institution du mande medieval: la pecia,” Revne philosopbigue de
Lonvain, 60 (1962), 184-243, esp. 203 ff.
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and the ends that ‘they served. For humanist scribes, Carolingian
letters had an aura of authenticity. They were patently pre-medieval
1n origin and had geometric affinities to Latin epigraphic monuments.
In their absence of ornament, Jettera antica stood out in sharp contrast
Lo the prevalent black-letter script. However fauliy its premises might
have been, the elements of humanist doctrine were notably perspi-
cuous. The characteristics of fetiera autica could serve as material for
discussion. The drudgery of textual transmission was thus converted
into reasoned debate.®?

[t is this discursive context that separates the Renaissance from the
Middle Ages, Medieval assessment of books was a straightforward
process. The value of particular manuscripts was a direct reflection
of their possessor’s status. The art of transcription resided in the
scribe’s ability to make the symbols of such status an integral com-
ponent of the text. Humanist value, on the other hand, resided in the
reading experience. The significance of its texts was entirely intellec-
tual, and all humanists were, as intellectuals, fundamentally equat.
‘There was nothing in the way of a correlate superstructure whereby
the sociat attributes of individual readers could be inferred from the
visual charactertstics of the written papge.**

Farly humanism thus postulated the essential equality of its adher-
cnts. As a social contract, it was, however, tenuous 1n nature and
lacked the conventional minimum of reinforcing institutions. The
idealization of feftera antica as the visual equivalent of Roman grandeuar
could well have been a compensatory reaction to this deficiency, The
medicval book may have existed in a Hobbesian state of nature, but
its status as a “natural” phenomenon conferred certain civil advan-
tages. The Latin of medicval authors and readers was the choscn
vehicle of ecclesiastical authority. The.poverty of medicval Latin

13 Berthold Louis Gllman, Tée Origin and Development of HHumanmist Script (Rome, 1960),
pp. 11-57; also James Wardrop, The Script of Humanism: Some Aspects of Humanist Seript
1460-1560 (Oxford, 1963).

H The emphasis appears to have been in the opposite direction. Manuscripts commis-
sioned by Cosimo de” Medici, the patron of thé early humanists, did not include any scheme
of the eniblems and mottos peculiar 10 him. In keeping with his overall style, Cosimo
cschewed overt displays of his indisputable Florentine hegemony. Such devices were, how-
ever, taken up by his immediate descendants; and, as the Medicis gave full play 1o dynastic
pretensions, a fully claborated system of personal insignia appcared in the manuscripts made
for Cosimo’s grandson, FLorcnzo. Sce Francis Ames-Lewis, “Early Mediccan Devices,”
Journal of the Warburg and Courtawld Institutes, 42 (1979), 122-143.
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syntax and vocabulary was a reflection of its major stylistic postulatc:
clarification for clarification’s sake. As a language, it was the quasi-
legal rendition of syllogistic reasoning, the process through which
the claims and aspirations of the church were codified and commu-
nicated.® Medieval Latin was, in virtuc of that function, a vital
mechanism in the distribution of material penalties and rewards.
The Latin of the earliest humanists had, in contrast, nothing in the
way of a comparable relationship with any contemporary power
structure. Latin was, throughout Italy, the language of official cor-
respondence. A practiced fluency in Ciceronian tropes and turns of
phrasc was, as a consequence, highly rcgarded, and the humanist
curriculum was an unrivaled means of mculcating that facility. But
Ciceronian Latin was more an embellishment than an integral com-
ponent of policy. "T'here was no way of demonstrating that as language
it was a source of powcr, that official Latin, w0 the degree it
approached the Lauin of the Augustan age, resulted in a comparable
increase in sovereign authority. Failing such a connection, classical
culturc was no more than an ornament, and an uncharted wilderness
lay between the talents and the ambitions of humanists.#
Humanists were, to be sure, well aware of this problem and had
taken remedial measurcs. By the mid-quattrocento sweeping claims
had Ieen advanced on behalt of classical Latin and its literatare. The
syntax and vocabulary of ancient Rome, it was asserted, corresponded
(n detailed isomorphic fashion 10 the essential data of human expe-
rience. For every dignified and decorous aesthetic or intellectual
experience, there was an accurate and felicitous Latin expression; for
every word and phrasc to be found in the Latin literary corpus, there
was the appropriate human expcricnce. In the case of undeniably
modern phenomena, classical Latin provided rules for the formation
of the proper descriptive terms.* Classical Latin, with its unparal-
leled capacity to fusc idea and reality, was, therefore, an indispensable

B Erwin Panofsky, Gothic Architecture and Stholusticism (New York, 1957), pp. 27-35.

¥ AL Grafron and L. Jardine, “Humanism and the School of Guarine: A Problem of
Fvaluation,” Past and Present, 96 (August 1982), 50-80.

M Echae] Baxawdall, Givtto aud the Qrators: Humanist Observers of Painting i Italy and the
Discovery of Piciorial Composition 1350-1430 (Oxtord, 1971), pp. 44-50; see also, Qtiavio
Besomi, “Dai ‘Gesta [erdinandi Regis Aragonwm' del Valla af ‘De Orthographia® del Tor-
telli,” Hafia mediocvale € wmanistica, 9 (1966), 75-121.
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instrument of policy. In its ability to prepare the mind for the vivid
reception of elevated thoughts and impressions, classical Latin was,
in addition, the quintessential educational device,*?

Against this background, the passage of printing to Italy acquired
the characteristics of an ideclogically preordained cvent, the realiza-
tion of humanism’s political implications. What had been substratum
beeame superstructure. The books printed between 1465 and 1472 in
Subiaco and Rome transformed the image of the classical cosmos into
palpable reality, and its key concepts, the pristine text and the iso-
morphism of classical Latin and decorous experience, into a codified
maode of communication. The purity of the text was made manifest
in the proportions of Sweynheym & Pannartz’s roman type, a pat-
ently obvious imitation of carly humanism’s lestera antica. The validity
of isomorphic reasoning was, in turn, demonstraced through the
detailed deseription and analysis of pagan-patristic harmony’s com-
plementary theses: the cognate assertions that the coming of Christ
had been anticipated in the litcrature of ancient Rome, and that the
syntax and vocabulary of that literature had consequently been
adopted by the church fathers as the language expressly created for
the proclamation and exposition of his message.

Taken as a whole, the editions produced by Sweynheym & Pan-
nartz. — and in particular their thrice-reprinted thematie trio of Lac-
tantius-Cicero-Augustine — made 1he theses of the pristine text and
pagan-patristic harmony the effective credo of [talian humanism. Its
adherents could be recognized by their profession of these doctrines,
and their profession could be validated by the actual possession of
the relevant texts in virtually identical copies. Bussi spelled all this
out in his prefaces.

Sweynheym & Pannartz’s commitment to doctrinaire humanism
was hardly fortuitous. [t was entailed in the circumstances of their
journcy to lraly, and in the prerequisites for the introduction of a
novet technology in an alien environment. In their decision to come
to Rome, the presence ol curially based, humanist interpretive com-
munities, viz., the academies of Pomponius I.eto and Cardinal Bes-
sarion, was no doubt decisive, By their very nature, these academies

¥ William 1larrison YWoodward, Vitterino da Feltre and vther Humanist Educators, Essays
and Verstons: An fntroduction to the History of Classical Edication (Cambridge, 1897), pp. 36-62.
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functioned as laboratories for prototypography’s initial complex of
problems. Sweynheym & Pannartz were not simply on the lookout
for readers of classical texts. They were in scarch of a literate system
whercin their proffered services would have the bencfit of structured
guidance, They had a pressing need for readers who would subsidize
their operations, rcaders who would advise them as to the proper
format for the humanist printed page, readers who would dictate
their sclection of authors, and readers finally who would in and of
themsclves constitute an active network for publicizing and distribu-
ting their books,

Under the conditions of Renaissance “high culture,” such systems
were based directly on patronage. Early humanist printing was,
accordingly, by nature a “court” enterprisc. What does seem 10 have
been a matter of chance, thercfore, was Sweynheym & Pannartz’s
cmergence as book dealers in their own behalf. This latter develop-
ment can be interpreted as an unanucipated consequence of the inter-
play of the technical capacities of printing and the salient characteristics
of humanism. Printing made possible the production of textual aggre-
gates whose individual members were indistinguishable from one
another. 'Through the agency of the editorial preface and roman type,
humanism uniformly stamped each item in this aggregatc with
humanism’s own idiosyncratic traits. By virtue of such a peculiarity,
edited texts could cither be offered to the editor/patron’s peers and
clients as gift-tokens of membership in a literate system, or else sold
to the general public as tickets of admission to the spectacle of that
system in action.

As entrepreneurs, Sweynheym & Pannartz were dependent upon
the subtle interplay of esoteric circulation and popular demand. The
salc of their allotted texts was governed by the fact that the books in
question werce the insignia of an intellectual and administrative elite,
This circumstance was once more characteristically Roman. Nowhere
else during the fifteenth century was the interest in books so practical.

‘T'he papacy, the itafian administrative system with the most far-
flung interests and the greatest dependence upon strictly verbal
instruments, had the largest and most vigorously advertised need for
professional rhetoricians and scribes. At the time of Sweynheym &
Pannartz’s second crisis this system was entering upon a phase of
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dynamic expansion, Between 1460 and 1514, the papal establishment
quadrupled in size, increasing roughly from 500 ro 2,000 members.
The real acceleration got under way with the clection of Sixtos TV,
What had been moderate and unplanned increase then became delib-
erate and active policy.*® The pope’s imperial designs were projected
upon the dimensions of his household. These designs cntailed an
expansion in the size and scope of papal claims and expenditures, and
lavish reconstruction of its Roman physical and socigl environment.
The Coellege of Cardinals was drastically enlarged. Satellite estab-
lishments for the pope’s nephews were endowed, rivalling his own in
sumptuousness, and diffusing his imperial presence throughout the
city.’® There was a consequent explosion in the demand for suitably
clegant functionaries. Such functionaries were, in a Roman setting,
identificd with the literate system of archaeological humanism.
Imperial Latin rhetoric became the acknowledged livery of this new
order. Editions in the textual mode periected by Sweynheym &
Pannartz and exploited by their Roman and Iralian rivals and succes-
sors became the training manuals for one of early modern Europe’s
more spectacular growth industries.

The uniquely Italian circumstances of this development arc best
discerned in comparative context., Cardinal Bessarion was the ani-
mator of an intcrnational printing program. Rome was but the key-
stonc of this edifice. Between 1468 and 1472, Bessarion inspired three
printing firms: Sweynheym & Pannartz in Rome, Fichet-Gering in
Paris,** and Regiomontanus in Nuremberg.>? The three presses were
linked by a cluster of family resemblances. IZach had one of Bessa-
rion’s associates as its editorial director: Bussi in Rome, IFichet in
Paris, Regiomontanus in Nuremberg. Each was, in its own nation,
the first press to use roman type. The fonts designed for Paris and
Nuremberg were moreover clearly inspired by that of Sweynheym

¥ Denis Vay, The Church in Italy in the Fifteenth Century (Cambridge, 1977), pp. 36-45;
sec also Chavles 1., Sunger, Fhe Renaissance in Rome (Bloomington, 1985), p. 27 ff.

0 Hay, Chureh (note 49), pp. 38; Stinger, Renaissance {note 49), pp. 95 ff; Lee, Sivtus IV
(note 21), pp. 33-45.

*1 Anatole Claudin, 7%e First FParis Press, An Account of the Books Printed for G. Ficket and
. Heyalin in the Sorbonne, 14701472 (1.omdon, 1898), pp. 9, 10, 12, 20-22, 28-3].

32 M. . Teld, “Constructed Letters and 1Huminated Texts: Regiomantus, Leon Rattista
Alberti 2nd the Origins of Roman Type,” Harvard Library Bulietin, 28 (1980), 357-379,
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& Pannartz. Each press had as its specialty a specific aspect of Bes-
sarion’s intellectual cosmos: neo-Platonism and the pagan-patristic
harmony in Rome, rhetoric and the Platonic corpus in Paris, mathe-
matics and astronomy in Nuremberg. In each case, the cditors inau-
gurated their programs with dcclarations expounding the reasons
behind their mode of specialization and their selection of texts.
Viewcd as a group, these three ventures give the impression of an
international movement orchestrated {from Rome by the Byzantine
cardinal.

Humanist printing in Rome, Paris, and Nurcmberg also shared a
common fate. With Bessarion’s departurc from Rome in 1472 and his
death seven manths later, the rhythm of publication in all three sites
slowed down and camc to a gradual bhalt. Sweynheym & Pannartz
abandoncd archacological humanmism, editorial prefaces, editiones prin-
cipes, and patristic texts. In spite of, or perhaps because of this
retrenchment, they were obliged a ycar or so later 1o close shop.
Fichet was involved in the debacle of Bessarion’s nussion. e left
France with the cardinal to pursuc a curial career in Rome. French
humanist printing did not survive his departure. Regiomontanus
began printing in Nuremberg in 1471. In his casc as well, the death
of Bessarion seems to have heen a crippling blow, Judging by the
disparity between the list of books in Regiomontanus's broadside
prospectus and the roster of his achicved publication, humanist print-
ing in Nurcmberg never really hit full stride. Regiomontanus teo
moved to Rome and died there about 1474,

Here the similarity ends. The impact on Italian humanist priating of
Sweynheym & Pannartz’s debacle was transient. The literate system
within which such an eaterprise functioned had become an established
featurc of curial Rome and the conventional matrix of literary patronage.
Other printers, Pannartz. included, haltingly at first but then with grad-
ually increasing confidence, resumed the printing of humanist texts.
Roman type, the graphic insignia of humanism, was never abandoned.
Throughout all these fluctuations, it retained its role as the distinctive
idiom of Italian learncd publication.

Beyond the Alps, on the other hand, printing had a ‘markedly
different history. ‘['he precedent of Fichet and Regiomontanus found
na imitators; Bessarion had no successors. In the Paris and Nurem-
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berg of their era, virtvosity in Ciceronian rhetoric and the exposition
of classical Latin authors was an alicn concept.®® Deniced an adequate
stock of Jearned readers, literary patronage was a hollow gesture.
‘There was no visthle foundation for the gift-distribution of canonical
texts. In I'rance and Germany, roman type and the printing of pagan
and patristic Latin works were abandoned immediately and in virtual
entirety, not to be resumed for another twenly years.

In Italy, on the other hand, encomiastic humanism, as it teok root,
created 2 market for the staple classical Latin texts. Authors such as
Cicero, Virgil, and Livy were, in ignorance or by design, misrcad as
case studics 1n curial careerism. From the distorting angle of 2 neo-
Augustan perspective, these authors were perceived as modcls of
rhetorical grace undcer stress. Roman literature was studied as a the-
saurus of stratagems whereby Latinate elegance could transform the
risiks and uncertainties of political rivalry into an etiquette of flattering
analogy and ritualized interdependence.’ The cycles of the Rome-
centric papal cosmos were depicted on the analogy of Ptolemaic
astronomy, its imperial vicar gleaming with the reflected brilliance of
his satellite constellations.

In harmeny with the most hackneyed of capiialist scenarios, self-
promotion relentlessly pursued was proclaimed an instrument of the
greneral welfare, The formularies of official Latin panegyric coalesced
into the code of behavior of a “civilized” ruling class. Lignamine was
a pioncer in this process and, in the trajectory of his ascent, a glowing
testimonial for the advantages of a classical education, Through the
spectacle of his own and similarly inspired careers, members of the
middling class were drawn into the ambicent of humanist culture and
became themselves part of the mill where such a class was manufac-
tured. Pedagogic institutions designed with precisely this process in
mind proliferated.

A positive and perspicuous scale of values was imposed on the
Latin literary corpus. The rhetoric and prosody of antiquity achieved

*} Jacques Monfrin, “Les lectures de Guillaume Fichet et Jean Heynlin,™ Bibfiothdgue
dhumanisme ef renaissance, 17 (1935), 7-23, 145-53; jeffrey Chipps Smith, Nuremberg: A
Renaissance City, 1300-1618 (Austin, 1983), pp. 39-43.

4 Jolin . I’Amico, Renaissance Hunanisw in Papal Rome: Humanists and Churchoren on the
Lve of the Reformation (Baltimore, 1983}, pp. 115-143.
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a sacred status. They were treated as something akin to the voice of
God aver the original chaos, transforming featurcless matter into
spiritual valucs. The relics of Rome were cited as proof that such
miracles were credible. Classical literary texts served as the missals
and breviarics of the cult. Under its stimulus a self-regulating, com-
mercial market for printed cditions of Latin authors came into being.
Through the mechanics of such a market printing gradually liberated
isell from the confines of patronage. Habent sua fata libelli.
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