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Abstract

The Post Office Is Now A House positions the
United States Postal Service’s national network
of 35,000 post offices as a site for exploring
two progressive policies: the Green New Deal
and the Homes for All bill, which call for
adapting and upgrading existing buildings and
constructing 9.5 million social housing units,
respectively. By integrating social housing

and other public programs, such as day cares
or credit unions, alongside updated postal
services, the post office can continue to play a
vital role in local civic life.

Adapting post offices to meet these policy
objectives requires a design approach that

is at once repeatable, and thus nationally
relevant, and highly specific, responsive to
community aspirations and site constraints.
Referencing the 20th century history of
constructing post offices based on standard
Federal plans, the project proposes a series of
“assemblies,” common relationships between
old post offices and new housing, which can
be adapted for different sites and regions.
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Figure 01. Post Office Locations Nationwide
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Figure 09. New Deal Standard Post Office Plan, 1936,
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2-4.4

2-4.5

2-46

Standard Design Criteria
Handbook AS-503, June 17, 2010

The Post Office Is Now A House

custodial products national agreement, the A/E will need to coordinate the
selection and location of all toilet accessories (e.g. mirrors, soap dispensers,
waste receptacles, paper towel dispensers, etc.) with the Contracting Officer
and edit the project specifications as appropriate.

Locker Rooms / Areas

Double tier half-height lockers with sloping tops or full height half-wide
lockers w/ sloping tops shall be provided for the employee complement
specified in the planning documents.

Locker rooms / areas shall be made accessible and provided with accessible
lockers. The quantity of accessible lockers shall be as required by RE-4, but
in no case less than the number of accessible employee parking spaces.

In Zone lll, provide full size lockers.

AUSKA = 204 1

AwAY 200 1

Lunchroom / Break Area
Administrative Offices

Custodial Storage Room

Provide mop sink, mop/broom holder, storage shelves and eye wash station
(at rooms where chemicals will be mixed). Provide epoxy floor with painted
epoxy walls at mop sink.

Module 1 - General Criteria
Chapter 2 - Architectural

MSBD, SSBD

MSBD, SSBD

G2-4-4a>¢

MSBD

(&) c2.4-5a5b
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DOOR SCHEDULE NOTES:
1 Door may not be required if adequate screening is provided
2 An 80" set of doors may be required to ease future equipment installation.
3 Door has hinged panel and shelf in top half (not a Dutch door).
4 Wood door is laminated with masonite both sides
5 Special door required per specifications.
6 Door may have sidelight.
7 Dutch door or sliding door are optional.
8 For door elevations, see USPS Standard Detail G2-7-2a
9 SSBD platform doors are 70" x 100"
10

26 Standard Design Criteria
Handbook AS-503, June 17, 2010

Figure 11. AS 530 Standard Design Criteria Handbook, 2010, USPS

Bi-parting automatic sliding doors are optional

Module 1 - General Criteria
Chapter 2 - Architectural

& c27-2a

2-2.3 Height Requirements

2-2.4 [Reserved]

2-3 Platforms

Mail (open or enclosed) and carrier platforms serve as the principle areas for
mail to arrive or depart from a USPS facility. These platforms receive a high
volume of truck and rolled cart traffic, and must be designed for utility,
durability and ease of maintenance. Specific dock height requirements shall

be coordinated with USPS based on local facility needs.
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(SSBD)

N/A

Standard Design Criteria
Handbook AS-503, June 17, 2010

Module 1 - General Criteria 9
Chapter 2 - Architectural

13



UNIED STATES PogT OFFIEE
= ABBEVIULE GEDRGIA

After school program

Daycare
Job training

Credit union

Senior center

L1
NEHH: ﬁ I Clinic
Reading room
[ v Meeting space
W E
[
0
Adapted Post Office Housing Community Program

Site

Figure 12. Existing Conditions + New Programs

The Post Office Is Now A House



Assembly 01. Cut
and Fill Wall

The Post Office Is Now A House

Assembly 02. Folded Face

r— r—

Assembly 03. Split Stair

Assembly 04. Stitching Stair
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Assembly 06. Overlap Addition

Assembly 05. Kissing Corner

Assembly 04. Stitching Stair

Assembly 03. Split Stair

Assembly 02. Folded Face

Assembly 01. Cut

and Fill Wall

17

Figure 13. Assemblies

The Post Office Is Now A House



Montague, Massachusetts Natick, Massachusetts Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Figure 14. Sites
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Main Street Corner of Union & Main Union Street

Figure 16. Exterior Views,

Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 03. Split Stair
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. Window framing view at top of stairs

. Split stair passing through unit

. Angle of intersecting volumes, adjusted based on site
. Angled wall indicating split stair

. Landing to corridor
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Assembly 03. Split Stair
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1. Kissing corner stairs to third floor

2. Kissing corner window framing view from stair

3. Kissing corner dormer window overlooking housing
4. Rooms formed by split stair
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Figure 18. Second Floor Plan,
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. Window framing view from first floor stair
. Exterior door from unit
. Window framing view from second floor stair

First floor stair

. Gateway formed by kissing corner
. New door in existing post office to access stair
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Assembly 05. Kissing Corner
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Common Street
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Corner of Common & School

Figure 20. Exterior Views,
Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 02. Folded Face,
Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 04. Stitching Stair and Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall,
Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 02. Folded Face,
Natick, Massachusetts
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1. Open air corridor e /

2. Kitchen window 22" i

3. Doorway framing folded wall 7 -

4. Folded window wall framing view of tree. - -

5. Balcony P B P Assembly 02. Folded Face,
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Assembly 02. Folded Face,
Natick, Massachusetts
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1. Folded face forms apartment entrance
2. Folded face frames view of tree
3. Folded face forms balcony

0 5 10 20° @

The Post Office Is Now A House

[
]

T

L]
[
] [ ]
U 8
-
N
[
N =7
[
=l -

N — — —
; L;DDD, =L o] )

]

Figure 23. Second Floor Plan,
Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 02. Folded Face and Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall,
Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 04. Stitching Stair,
Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 04. Stitching Stair,
Natick, Massachusetts
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1. New stair, landings enable 1.5 story spaces

2. Walkway through existing building

3. Stair enclosure

4. Modified existing wall
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Assembly 04. Stitching Stair,
Natick, Massachusetts

5. Stairwell entrance replaces window
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. Post office and credit union
. Afterschool multipurpose space
. Folded face entrance near landing of stitching stair
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. Folded face frames view of street and tree
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Figure 24. Section AA,
Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall, Assembly 04. Stitching Stair, Assembly 02. Folded Face
Natick, Massachusetts
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Massachusetts Avenue Pleasant Street Green Street

Figure 25. Exterior Views,

Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall
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Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 06. Overlap Addition
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Figure 26. Axonometric,
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Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 04, Stitching Stair

Assembly 06. Overlap Addition

Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall
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Figure 26. Axonometric,
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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. Access to second floor housing L ) ®
. Post office front of house & access to basement facilities

. Stair cores provide direct access to housing
. Columns of the overlap addition visible from housing hallway O

. Stitching stair provides direct access to pre-school and housing
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. Pre-school
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Figure 27. Floor 1 Plan
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 06. Overlap Addition,

Cambridge, Massachusetts
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. Upper level units
. Overlap level
. Columns supporting overlap form colonnade

. Existing windows provide openings in overlap
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. Ground floor uses uninterrupted
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Assembly 06. Overlap Addition,
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall and Assembly 06. Overlap Addition
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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1. Overlap addition

2. Basement level postal delivery and sorting

3. Cut and fill doorways frame view from post office front of house

4. Pre-school play terrace

5. Pre-school classroom

Figure 28. Section AA
Cambridge, Massachusetts

66

The Post Office Is Now A House



The Post Office Is Now A House

VAN
AN

Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall,
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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. New wall
. Window frame linking new and existing
. Cut into existing building

W N

. Modified existing window
5. New door frame replaces old window
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Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall,
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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1. Post office office level adapted for 1-bedroom units i
2. Stitching stair bridges 6” height difference between front and O

back of building
3. Play terrace for preschool
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Figure 29. Floor 2 Plan
Cambridge, Massachusetts

_c_,-_"_'f'___________--‘--------------t'l".-\'_z

69



The Post Office Is Now A House

Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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