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The Post Office Is Now A House positions the 
United States Postal Service’s national network 
of 35,000 post offices as a site for exploring 
two progressive policies: the Green New Deal 
and the Homes for All bill, which call for 
adapting and upgrading existing buildings and 
constructing 9.5 million social housing units, 
respectively. By integrating social housing 
and other public programs, such as day cares 
or credit unions, alongside updated postal 
services, the post office can continue to play a 
vital role in local civic life. 

Adapting post offices to meet these policy 
objectives requires a design approach that 
is at once repeatable, and thus nationally 
relevant, and highly specific, responsive to 
community aspirations and site constraints. 
Referencing the 20th century history of 
constructing post offices based on standard 
Federal plans, the project proposes a series of 
“assemblies,” common relationships between 
old post offices and new housing, which can 
be adapted for different sites and regions.

Abstract



The Post Office Is Now A House 3
Figure 01. Post Office Locations Nationwide
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Figure 02. Post Office Construction by Year, 1880-1970
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Figure 03. Post Office Rally, Chicago, 2020,
 Amazon Warehouse, Robbinsville Township, New Jersey, 2017
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Ansonia, CT

Alix, AR

Abernant, AL

Acton, CA

Abingdon, IL

Aleknagik, AK

Bethany Beach, DE

Alleene, AR

Acampo, CA

Aguila, AZ

Alford, FL

Addison, AL

Figure 04. Post Office Elevations
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IV 

116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION H. RES. 109 

Recognizing the duty of the Federal Government to create a Green New 

Deal. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEBRUARY 7, 2019 

Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ (for herself, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. SERRANO, 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. ESPAILLAT, 

Mr. LYNCH, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. BRENDAN F. 

BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Ms. CLARKE of New 

York, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. TED LIEU of California, Ms. 

PRESSLEY, Mr. WELCH, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. NADLER, Mr. 

MCGOVERN, Mr. POCAN, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. NORTON, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. 

CONNOLLY, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. THOMPSON of California, 

Mr. LEVIN of California, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. HUFFMAN, 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Mr. HIGGINS of New 

York, Ms. HAALAND, Ms. MENG, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. 

COHEN, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, M
s. JUDY CHU of California, Ms. 

MUCARSEL-POWELL, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. 

SABLAN, Ms. LEE of California, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. SEAN PATRICK 

MALONEY of New York, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. LEVIN 

of Michigan, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. 

LARSON of Connecticut, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. KEATING, Mr. 

DEFAZIO, Ms. ESHOO, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. KENNEDY, and 

Ms. WATERS) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to 

the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Commit-

tees on Science, Space, and Technology, Education and Labor, Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure, Agriculture, Natural Resources, Foreign Af-

fairs, Financial Services, the Judiciary, Ways and Means, and Oversight 

and Reform, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 

in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the juris-

diction of the committee concerned 
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(D) building or upgrading to energy-effi-

1
cient, distributed, and ‘‘smart’’ power grids, 

2
and ensuring affordable access to electricity; 

3
(E) upgrading all existing buildings in the 

4
United States and building new buildings to 

5
achieve maximum energy efficiency, water effi-

6
ciency, safety, affordability, comfort, and dura-

7
bility, including through electrification; 

8
(F) spurring massive growth in clean man-

9
ufacturing in the United States and removing 

10
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from 

11
manufacturing and industry as much as is tech-

12
nologically feasible, including by expanding re-

13
newable energy manufacturing and investing in 

14
existing manufacturing and industry; 

15
(G) working collaboratively with farmers 

16
and ranchers in the United States to remove 

17
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from 

18
the agricultural sector as much as is techno-

19
logically feasible, including— 

20
(i) by supporting family farming; 

21
(ii) by investing in sustainable farm-

22
ing and land use practices that increase 

23
soil health; and 

24
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Figure 05. Green New Deal Congressional Resolution
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I 

116TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 5244 

To establish new units of public housing and private market affordable hous-

ing, to provide grants to combat gentrification and neighborhood desta-

bilization, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOVEMBER 21, 2019 

Ms. OMAR introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee 

on Financial Services 

A BILL 
To establish new units of public housing and private market 

affordable housing, to provide grants to combat 

gentrification and neighborhood destabilization, and for 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homes for All Act 
4

of 2019’’. 5

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS. 
6

The Congress finds that— 
7
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(1) Every State and large metropolitan area in 

1

the United States is facing a shortage of affordable 

2

housing options for people who are very or ex-

3

tremely-low income. 
4

(2) More than 18 million households—1 in 6— 

5

are paying more than half of their income on hous-

6

ing and are considered severely cost-burdened. 

7

(3) The current affordable housing shortage 

8

facing the United States cannot be addressed solely 

9

by the private market, necessitating significant Fed-

10

eral intervention and investment. 
11

(4) The Federal Government must adopt a pol-

12

icy that guarantees the right to housing for all indi-

13

viduals, strengthen neighborhoods, and address the 

14

failures of the free market in housing by building 

15

new public housing and investing in private afford-

16

able housing. 
17

SEC. 3. CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PUBLIC HOUSING. 

18

(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this section to 

19

fund the construction of 9,500,000 publicly owned dwell-

20

ing units over 10 years. 
21

(b) REPEAL OF FAIRCLOTH AMENDMENT.—Section 

22

9(g) of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 

23

1437g(g)) is amended by striking paragraph (3) (relating 

24

to limitation on new construction). 
25
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Figure 06. Homes for All Congressional Resolution
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8,400 
USPS-owned 
post offices

50 
social housing 

units on each site

~5%
of Homes for 
All target 

Figure 07. Post Office Sites

Updated
postal 
facilities

New 
community

uses
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Figure 08. Post Office Elevations, 1855, Office of the Supervising 
Architect, United States Department of the Treasury



20'0' 5' 10' 20'0' 5' 10'

20'0' 5' 10'

The Post Office Is Now A House 11

Figure 09. New Deal Standard Post Office Plan, 1936,
Public Buildings Branch, United States Department of the Treasury

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1/16” : 1’ 
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Figure 10. Building Designs Standard Manual, 1959,
Post Office Department, Builder Ads, 1967



Standard Design Criteria  Module 1 - General Criteria 
Handbook AS-503, June 17, 2010  Chapter 2 - Architectural

13

custodial products national agreement, the A/E will need to coordinate the 
selection and location of all toilet accessories (e.g. mirrors, soap dispensers, 
waste receptacles, paper towel dispensers, etc.) with the Contracting Officer 
and edit the project specifications as appropriate. 

2-4.3 Locker Rooms / Areas 

Double tier half-height lockers with sloping tops or full height half-wide 
lockers w/ sloping tops shall be provided for the employee complement 
specified in the planning documents.

Locker rooms / areas shall be made accessible and provided with accessible 
lockers. The quantity of accessible lockers shall be as required by RE-4, but 
in no case less than the number of accessible employee parking spaces. 

In Zone III, provide full size lockers.

2-4.4 Lunchroom / Break Area 

2-4.5 Administrative Offices 

2-4.6 Custodial Storage Room 
Provide mop sink, mop/broom holder, storage shelves and eye wash station 
(at rooms where chemicals will be mixed).  Provide epoxy floor with painted 
epoxy walls at mop sink. 

 MSBD, SSBD

 MSBD, SSBD

  G2-4-4a c

  G2-4-5a b

MSBD

Standard Design Criteria  Module 1 - General Criteria 
Handbook AS-503, June 17, 2010  Chapter 2 - Architectural

26

2-7.2 Doors and Hardware 
DOOR SCHEDULE

FACIL. SIZE (W x H) LEAF ACTION MATERIAL/TYPE FRAME
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ELEV NOTE

� � Workroom egress � � � � � A
� Wire mesh/day gates � � � � N 7
� � Criminal Investigative Office Exterior � � � � � � G
� � Criminal Investigative Office Interior � � � � � � H

� Carrier vestibule exterior impact � � � � � E
� Carrier vestibule interior impact � � � � � E
� Carrier vestibule exterior personnel � � � � � A
� Carrier vestibule interior personnel � � � � � A
� � Mail vestibule exterior impact � � � � � E 2
� � Mail vestibule interior impact � � � � � E 2
� � Mail vestibule exterior personnel � � � � � A
� � Mail vestibule interior personnel � � � � � A
� Mail vestibule combo personnel � � � � � A

� � Enclosed platform overhead � � � � � L 9

� � Administration/Office Areas � � � � � A
� Building and Grounds � � � � � A
� Conference Room � � � � � 6
� Custodial Supplies � � � � � A
� � Electrical Room � � � � � A
� General Storage � � � � � A
� Janitor's Closet � � � � � A
� Locker Room � � � � � A 1
� Mechanical Room � � � � � A
� Postal Equipment Storage � � � � �

� Records � � � � � A
� Stamp Storage � � � � � A
� Stockroom � � � � �

� � Toilet Room � � � � � A 1
� Vault � � � � � M

� � Folding grille, Full Service � � � � � J 5
� � Grille closet, Full Service � � � � � I 4
� � Customer storefront vestibule � � � � � B 10
� � Folding grille, Postal Store � � � � � J 5
� � Grille closet, Postal Store � � � � � I 4
� � R-box alcove (egress only) � � � � � G
� Wicket � � � � F 3
� Wicket � � � � F 3

� BMEU exterior � � � � � A
� BMEU interior � � � � � D

� TYPICAL � OPTIONAL, REQUIRES USPS APPROVAL

3'-6" wide
3'-0" wide

 DOOR SCHEDULE NOTES:
1 Door may not be required if adequate screening is provided. 
2 An 8'-0" set of doors may be required to ease future equipment installation. 
3 Door has hinged panel and shelf in top half (not a Dutch door). 
4 Wood door is laminated with masonite both sides. 
5 Special door required per specifications. 
6 Door may have sidelight. 
7 Dutch door or sliding door are optional. 
8 For door elevations, see USPS Standard Detail G2-7-2a 
9 SSBD platform doors are 7’-0” x 10’-0” 

10 Bi-parting automatic sliding doors are optional 

�  G2-7-2a

Standard Design Criteria  Module 1 - General Criteria 
Handbook AS-503, June 17, 2010  Chapter 2 - Architectural

9

2-2.3 Height Requirements 

2-2.4 [Reserved]

2-3 Platforms
Mail (open or enclosed) and carrier platforms serve as the principle areas for 
mail to arrive or depart from a USPS facility.  These platforms receive a high 
volume of truck and rolled cart traffic, and must be designed for utility, 
durability and ease of maintenance.  Specific dock height requirements shall 
be coordinated with USPS based on local facility needs. 

PLATFORM TYPE DIM A DIM B DIM C 
Open Mail Platforms 
(MSBD, SSBD) 

10 ft. 0 in. (min.) 7 ft. 0 in. (MSBD)          
See Standard plans (SSBD) 

1 ft. 6 in. 

Enclosed Mail Platforms 
(MSBD, SSBD) 

10 ft. 0 in. (min.) 3 ft. 10 in. (MSBD)          
See Standard plans 

(SSBD)

N/A

MSBD, SSBD

(Note 1)

The Post Office Is Now A House 13
Figure 11. AS 530 Standard Design Criteria Handbook, 2010, USPS 
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Figure 12. Existing Conditions + New Programs

Site Adapted Post Office Housing Community Program

After school program

Daycare

Job training

Credit union

Senior center

Clinic

Reading room

Meeting space
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Figure 13. Assemblies

Assembly 01. Cut 
and Fill Wall

Assembly 02. Folded Face Assembly 03. Split Stair Assembly 04. Stitching Stair Assembly 05. Kissing Corner Assembly 06. Overlap Addition 



The Post Office Is Now A House 16

Assembly 01. Cut 
and Fill Wall

Assembly 02. Folded Face Assembly 03. Split Stair Assembly 04. Stitching Stair Assembly 05. Kissing Corner Assembly 06. Overlap Addition 

Figure 13. Assemblies
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Assembly 01. Cut 
and Fill Wall

Assembly 02. Folded Face Assembly 03. Split Stair Assembly 04. Stitching Stair Assembly 05. Kissing Corner Assembly 06. Overlap Addition 

Figure 13. Assemblies
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Figure 14. Sites

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

New Deal, 1935
Main Post Office

Natick, Massachusetts

New Deal, 1937
Branch Post Office

Montague, Massachusetts

“1000 Series,” 1969
Branch Post Office
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Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Urban

50,000 SF Post Office

37,500 SF Site

Natick, Massachusetts

Suburban

4,700 SF Post Office

31,500 SF Site

Montague, Massachusetts

Rural

2,000 SF Post Office

26,000 SF Site

Figure 15. Site Context
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Figure 15. Site Context

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Urban

50,000 SF Post Office

37,500 SF Site

Natick, Massachusetts

Suburban

4,700 SF Post Office

31,500 SF Site

Montague, Massachusetts

Rural

2,000 SF Post Office

26,000 SF Site
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Corner of Union & MainMain Street Union Street

Figure 16.  Exterior Views, 
Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 05. Kissing Corner
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 03.  Split Stair
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Figure 17.  Axonometric, 
Montague, Massachusetts

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1/16” : 1’ 
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0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1/16” : 1’ 

Figure 17.  Axonometric, 
Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 03. Split Stair

Assembly 05. Kissing Corner

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1/16” : 1’ 

Figure 17.  Axonometric, 
Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 03.  Split Stair
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 03.  Split Stair
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 03.  Split Stair
 Montague, Massachusetts

1.   Window framing view at top of stairs
2.   Split stair passing through unit
3.   Angle of intersecting volumes, adjusted based on site  
4.   Angled wall indicating split stair
5.   Landing to corridor

1.

4.

5.

3.

2.
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Assembly 03.  Split Stair
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Figure 18.  Second Floor Plan,
 Montague, Massachusetts

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1/16” : 1’ 

3.

2.

1.   Kissing corner stairs to third floor
2.   Kissing corner window framing view from stair
3.   Kissing corner dormer window overlooking housing
4.   Rooms formed by split stair 

4.

1.
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Assembly 05. Kissing Corner
 Montague, Massachusetts



The Post Office Is Now A House 33

Figure 19.  Ground Floor Plan,
 Montague, Massachusetts

1.

2.

4.

5.

1.   Senior center in old post office
2.   Kissing corner entryway
3.   Kissing corner stair passes through unit
4.   Patio below split stair

5.   Package dropoff and pickup

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1/16” : 1’ 

3.
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Assembly 05. Kissing Corner
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 05. Kissing Corner
 Montague, Massachusetts

5.

1.   Window framing view from first floor stair
2.   Exterior door from unit
3.   Window framing view from second floor stair
4.   First floor stair
5.   Gateway formed by kissing corner
6.   New door in existing post office to access stair
7.   New dormer framing housing view

1.

3.

6.

7.

2.

4.

Assembly 05. Kissing Corner
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 05. Kissing Corner
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Assembly 05. Kissing Corner
 Montague, Massachusetts
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Figure 20.  Exterior Views, 
Natick, Massachusetts

Corner of Common & SchoolCommon Street Bee Street

Bee Stree
t

School Street

Common Street
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Assembly 02.  Folded Face,
 Natick, Massachusetts



Assembly 04.  Stitching Stair and Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall,
 Natick, Massachusetts

The Post Office Is Now A House 40
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Figure 21.  Axonometric, 
Natick, Massachusetts

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’
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0’ 5’ 10’ 20’ Figure 21.  Axonometric, 
Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 02. Folded Face

Assembly 04. Stitching Stair

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’ Figure 21.  Axonometric, 
Natick, Massachusetts
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Figure 22.  Ground Floor Plan,
Natick, Massachusetts

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

2.

2.

1.   Afterschool area, access to second floor reading loft 
2.   Afterschool multipurpose space
3.   Credit union and post office
4.   Post office back of house
5.   Afterschool space, access to stitching stair
6.   Courtyard
7.   Folded face entryway

3.

1.

4.

5.

6.

7.

7.
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Assembly 02.  Folded Face,
 Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 02.  Folded Face,
 Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 02.  Folded Face,
 Natick, Massachusetts

1.

1.   Open air corridor
2.   Kitchen window
3.   Doorway framing folded wall
4.   Folded window wall framing view of tree
5.   Balcony

5.

2.

3.

3.

Assembly 02.  Folded Face,
 Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 02.  Folded Face,
 Natick, Massachusetts
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Figure 23.  Second Floor Plan,
Natick, Massachusetts
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7.

1.   Folded face forms apartment entrance
2.   Folded face frames view of tree
3.   Folded face forms balcony
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Assembly 02.  Folded Face and Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall,
 Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 04.  Stitching Stair,
 Natick, Massachusetts



The Post Office Is Now A House 52

Assembly 04.  Stitching Stair,
 Natick, Massachusetts
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Assembly 04.  Stitching Stair,
 Natick, Massachusetts

4.

3.

1.   New stair, landings enable 1.5 story spaces
2.   Walkway through existing building
3.   Stair enclosure
4.   Modified existing wall
5.   Stairwell entrance replaces window

2.

1.

5.
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Figure 24.  Section AA,
 Natick, Massachusetts
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2.
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1.   Post office and credit union 
2.   Afterschool multipurpose space
3.   Folded face entrance near landing of stitching stair
4.   Folded face frames view of street and tree 

4.



Assembly 01.  Cut and Fill Wall,  Assembly 04.  Stitching Stair,  Assembly 02.  Folded Face
 Natick, Massachusetts
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Figure 25.  Exterior Views, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 01.  Cut and Fill Wall 
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 06.  Overlap Addition
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Figure 26.  Axonometric, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’
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0’ 5’ 10’ 20’ Figure 26.  Axonometric, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 06. Overlap Addition

Assembly 04. Stitching Stair

Assembly 01. Cut and Fill Wall

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’ Figure 26.  Axonometric, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Figure 27.  Floor 1 Plan
Cambridge, Massachusetts

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1.   Access to second floor housing
2.   Post office front of house & access to basement facilities
3.   Stair cores provide direct access to housing
4.   Columns of the overlap addition visible from housing hallway
5.   Stitching stair provides direct access to pre-school and housing
6.   Pre-school

6.
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5.

1.

3.

4.
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Assembly 06.  Overlap Addition,
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Assembly 06.  Overlap Addition,
Cambridge, Massachusetts

5.

1.   Upper level units
2.   Overlap level 
3.   Columns supporting overlap form colonnade
4.   Existing windows provide openings in overlap
5.  Ground floor uses uninterrupted

4.

2.

1.

3.
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Assembly 01.  Cut and Fill Wall and Assembly 06. Overlap Addition 
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Figure 28.  Section AA
Cambridge, Massachusetts

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1.   Overlap addition
2.   Basement level postal delivery and sorting
3.   Cut and fill doorways frame view from post office front of house
4.   Pre-school play terrace
5.   Pre-school classroom

3.

1.

2.

5.

4.
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Assembly 01.  Cut and Fill Wall,
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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5.

1.   New wall
2.   Window frame linking new and existing
3.   Cut into existing building
4.   Modified existing window
5. New door frame replaces old window

4.

3.

2.

1.

Assembly 01.  Cut and Fill Wall,
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Figure 29.  Floor 2 Plan
Cambridge, Massachusetts

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’

1.   Post office office level adapted for 1-bedroom units
2.   Stitching stair bridges 6’ height difference between front and 
back of building
3.   Play terrace for preschool

3.

1.

2.



The Post Office Is Now A House 70

Assembly 01.  Cut and Fill Wall
Cambridge, Massachusetts



HUD, DOE, USPS

21

20

National Postal Housing Initiative

Figure 24. 

Plan Variations

5.   

4.   

2.   

1.   

1.   New stair, landings enable 1.5 story spaces

2.   Walkway through existing building

3.   Stair enclosure

4.   Modified existing wall

5.   Stairwell entrance replaces window

Figure 25. Exploded Assembly

Assembly 04

Stitching Stair

3.   
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Figure 30.  National Postal Housing Initiative
Washington, D.C. 

In the corner of the post office a stitching 

stair assembly links the new housing with the 

existing post office…

The stitching stair assembly threads a stair 

between the new building and the old. Land-

ings at half-floor heights enable the assembly 

to create different height spaces or connect 

buildings with uneven floor heights. A resident 

could stop by the post office or credit union on 

their way home, a student could use the stair 

to reach a friend’s apartment before an after 

school program. 

From the courtyard, the stitching stair is 

visible, its impact on the folded wall of the 

housing evident.  
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