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Dissertation!Advisor:!Prof.!William!Mills!Todd, 11! MiMAlexander!Marlen!Groce!

“ThelTsar's!Scriveners”:!Writing!Bureaucratslin!Nineteenthécentury!Russia!

ABSTRACT!

! After!Alexander!Pushkin,!Nikolai!Gogol’,!and!others!problematized!the!bu6
reaucratlin!the!1820s!and!1830s,!thelliterary!bureaucrat’s!further!contours!were!
determined!in'no!smalllpart!by!thelliterary!contributions!oflbureaucrats!themselves.!
During!theltumultuous!period!oflreactionland!reform!between!the!1830s!and!early!
1870s!thelbureaucratlaslalculturalltype!becamelalprimary!object!oflcontestation!be6
tweenlideologieslandlliterary!schools.!Investigating!the!strategies!oflliterary!texts!
authored!by'bureaucrats,!l'givelspeciallattention!to!representatives!of!the!bureau6
cracy'wholwerelactivelinlliteraturelin!thelmiddle!of!thenineteenthécentury.!lllexamé
ine'thelcorrespondenceland!privatelwriting!that!lay!bare!the!lcompounded!difficul6

tieslofthidinglliterary!pursuitsthidden!in!plain!sightlof!the!censorshiplauthorities.!

Depictions!oflthe!bureaucratlevolvedlinlways!that,!I!'suggest,larelintegrally!re6
lated!to!thelpolitics!of!lthe/Reform!Eralin!Russialand!representlanlattempt!tolreimagé
ine'thelbureaucratlaslalpotentiallagentlof!civiclrenewal,la!project!that!ultimately!
failed.!l'explore!thelevolvinglliterary!limage!of!the!/bureaucratlin'thelera!following!the!
initialleuphorialof'the!Great!'Reforms,!when!the!pendulum!began!to!swing!back!to6
wards'thelfamiliarlreactionarylatmosphere!that'had!inspired!earlier!lrepresenta6

tions.!!llidentify!the!strategieslemployed!bylauthorsworkinglin!the!censorship!divi6



sionlinlorder!to!meet!the!demands!ofl!their!bureaucratic!profession!while!continuing!
tolwritelliterature.!Russian!satirist!Mikhail!Saltykové&Shchedrinlin'hislearly!cycle!
“Provincial!Sketches”land!inthis!laternovel!“The!Tashkenters’!Clique”loffers!alpar6
ticularlyliluminating!case!study.!!The!“bureaucrat”!constitutes!almore!unified'ele6
mentlinineteenthécentury!Russianlliterary!production!than'hastheretoforelbeen!
acknowledged.!I'conclude!by!proposinglalnew!definition!for!this!seemingly!familiar!

Russianlliterary!trope.!
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INTRODUCTION

The Predicaments of Power and Pen

In!2011,!'Vladimir!Putin,!speaking!before!the!Russian!Duma,!relayed!the!fol6

lowinglanecdotelinlresponse!tolanlaccusation!oflInternet!censorship:!!
!

Dolyoulknow!what!distinguishes!the!TsK!from!the!ChK?!The!TsK!

“shushes”lwhereas!the!ChK!“snips.”'Weldonotlintend!to!“snip”lany6

thing.1!
!
Thelanecdote,las!befits!aljokelof!Soviet!provenance,lincludes!two!abbreviations,!
which,lin'this!case,!signify!twolinfamouslinstitutions:!the!Central!Committee!oflthe!
Communist!Party!(TsK)!and!the!Secret!Police,'lknown!as!the!Cheka!(ChK).!'Thelanecé6
dote!focuses!on!thelhomonymic!qualities!ofltwonormative!censoriallactions,!
“shushing,”land!“snipping,”!'which,!in!Russian!are!lrendered!by!the!lonomatopoeiac!
verbs!“tsikat™!and!“chikat’.”!The!Presidentlassures!thelaudience!that!the!govern6é
ment!doesnotlintend!to!“snip,”but!“shushing” litlislimplied,!mightinot!belout!of!the!
question.!!However,!thelheartlofltheljokellieslin!thelalternative,!Inonétandard,!'mean6
ingloflthelword!“chikat, "land!in'the!secret'historylof!Soviet!censorship.!
! Shushinglislalrather!benignlactivity,!captured!innocentlylin!the!frequent!/Rus6
sian!gesturelused!tolsilence!children,!altaplof!the!forefingers!and!thumb,!and!alquick!

fricativelchirp,!“tsk.”ITo!shush,!then,lis!to!softlylrebuke,!stabilizing!the!sphere!of!

communication!solas!tolcreate’harmonyland!maintainthierarchy.!!'Shushing,'beyond!

11“Znaete,!chem!otlichaetsia!TsK!lot!IChK?!TsK!tsykaet,!a!ChK!chikaet.ITaklvot,!mymichego!
!



itslreferentlin!/domesticland!familiar!space,!might!refer!to!thelvarious!methods!of!
party!disciplineland!favoritism!deployed!to!modellappropriate!public!speechlin!the!
Sovietlregime.!!!
Snipping,lin!contrast,lislalphysicallaslwelllaslauditory!process,land,'beyond!
thelmellifluous!activity!that!the!reader!findslin!standard!dictionaries!of!Russian,!the!
real,\gritty!physicalitylof!“censoring”lin!Russialbecomes!apparent.!In!the!parlance!of!
Fenia,lor'the!languagelof!the!Russianlunderworld,!“chikat”!lacquired!theladditional!
meaninglof!“tolkill,'lespecially!with!alknife.”2!With!this!/double!entendre,!'the!tone!of!
theljoke!changes!immediately,ladmitting!the!lmuch!darker!experiencelof!politicallre6
pressionlexperienced!under!the!Soviet!Union.!
! IThe!semioticllandscapeloflpost&Soviet!Russialcan!be!confusing,laslideologists!
and!functionaries!search!forlalparticular!tincture!oflimperial,!Soviet,land!contempo6
rary!symbols!that!willlre@nscribe!thelimagined!gloryloflthe!past!whilelrepressing!its!
conflictingllegacies.!lIn'his!lanecdote,!Putinthas!struckluponlalfascinatingland!devious!
mix!oflSoviet!codes,lincluding!twolratherlinfamous!abbreviations.!'The!Central!
Committeeloflthe!Soviet!Union!combined!underlitslaegis!thelentiretylof'the!statelap6
paratus,lincluding!thelorgans!of!the!political,lor!secret,!police,land!to!the!Chekalfell!
thelactual!policingloflideologicallylor!politicallyésuspect!thoughts!orlactions!in!the!
Soviet!Union.3!'The!pun!contextualizes!the!politicallexpediency!of!politicalland!policé6

ing!powerslin!the!Soviet!Union;!while!the!TsK!was!responsible!for!theladministra6

2!Fenialreflects!the!particular!jargon!of!the!Russian!criminallunderworld.!

3!Themickname,!derived!from!thelabbreviation!for!“Emergency!Committee,”lremained!even!
though!the!formallname!changed!severalltimeslafter!1922.!!!



tionland!politicalllifeloflthe!country,!the!ChK!was!thellifelood!of!the!repressive!
state!machinery,linstrumentallfor!the!maintenancelofloneéarty!rule.!
! Putin’s!pun!plays!onlauthoritarian!methods!and!on!euphemisms!oflviolence:!
violencel!to!theltext,!violence!to!thelauthor.!Critics’!concerns!about!thelcurtailing!of!
presslfreedomslarelostensiblylallayed!by!theljocular!reference!tolextinctlinstitutions.!!
“Welmaylsilencelyou,!butlyoulmust!be!thankful!that'we!donotlnow!pursue!the!
harsher!meanslavailable!tolour!predecessors,”Putin!seems!to!say.!!The!familiar!tone!
with!which!Putin,'himselflalformer!chekist (secret!policelagent),!recalls!thelinstitu6
tions!gives!pause.!Putin,lin!typical!fashion,luses!doublelentendre!tolintimatelantipo6
dallpossibilities.!!He!signals!that!the!press!may!beltolerated!in!some!measure,!but!
nonetheless!remindsthislaudience!that!morel!repressiveloptionsthavelalwayslexisted.!!
The!menaceloflviolencelagainst!thelwritten!word!and!the!writing!body!lurks!silently!
beyond!view.!!
! Itlislin!this!pregnant!silence,!then,!thatimuch!of!Russianlliterature!has!been!
writtenlover!thelcourselofthistory.!Thelrelationship!between!the!Russian!stateland!
Russian!writerslislallargely!secretthistory,'hidden!in!thelkinds!of!punsland!pauses!
welfind!lin!Putin’sljoke.!'Russian!literaturelis!fulllof!circumlocutionsnecessary!to!
avoid!both!shushingland!snipping,land!toloperatelwithin!thenarrow!corridor!of!
freedom!thatlexistslbetween!silenceland!entendre.!!Russian/literaturelis!/Aesopian,!a!
literatureloflhidden!meaning!andellipsis.!
Thelessentiallquestion!ofthow!alnationallliterature!canlemerge!when!con6
stantly!threatened!by!thelrepressivelmachineryloflanlautocratic!statelbecomes!par6

ticularly!relevant!'when!onelconsiders!thatlalsignificant!partlof!lRussian!literature!



was!produced!by!thelcivillservants!'who!served!that!state.!lHow!could!alwriter!be!la!
bureaucratland!alsolwritelinlalway!that!was!freelof!thelimprimaturlofithe!bureau6
cracylandlauthority?!!How!could!an!author!bypasslinstitutionallrestrictions!and!
forgelanlindividual!pathlin!literature?!!
Alfew!statisticslabout!Russian!societylin!thenineteenth!century!serve!tolillus6
tratelthe!magnitudeloflthe!phenomenon.!'In!1856!theltotallnumberloflcivil!lservants!
in!the!Russian!Empirelislestimated!tothave!been!113,990!oflwhichlapproximately!
82,325'held!onelof'the!fourteen!service'ranks!on'!the!Table!of'Ranks!that'had!defined!
hierarchy!and!statuslin'the!statelservicelsince!the!timelof!Peter!the!Great.#!'When!
compared!with!statistics!forlliteracy!(which!arelinexactlatbest),!thislmeans!that,!las6
suming!civillservants!met!thelliteracy!requirement,lalsignificant!portion!of!thellit6
erate!maleslin!the!Russian!Empirelwerelemployed!in!the!Civil!Service.5!!Allimited!
supplyloflliterate!maleslinlalcountry!wherelliteracy!rates'werelextremely!low,with!
literary!productionlon!thelrise,!meant!that!thelcross!tides!broughtlanlincreasing!
numberloflbureaucrats!to!writingland!writers!to!the!bureaucracy.!
! Many!writers!were,lin!fact,!employed!in!bureaucraticlwork.!!Alllof!the!authors!

included!in'this!study'held!official!positions!atlsome!pointlin!their!careers,!land!thou6

4W.IM.!Pintner!“Evolution!of!Civil!Officialdom”!in!Russian!Officialdom:!Thethe!Bureaucrati6
zation!of!lRussian!Society!from!the!Seventeenth!to!the!Twentieth!Century,leds./Walter!
McKenzie!Pintnerland!Don!Karl!lRowney!(Chapel!Hill:[UniversitylofINorth!Carolina!Press,!
1980),!p.1192.!

5!indeed,notlall!state!servants!felllwithin!the!Tablelof!Ranks,!many!simple!copy!clerks!did!
not,Inor!did!allloflthoselwith!rank!know'how!to!read.!!Figures!gathered!from!alsurveylofllit6
eracylinlthe!Russian!Empirelin!the!1890s!places!thelfigure!for!generallliteracylunder!12%,!
and!thislatlaltime!when!schoollattendancelwasnearly!500%!greater!than!in!the!1850s.!
“Gramotnost’Gramatnost’”lin!Entsiklopedicheskaia!Slovar’BrokgauzalilEfrona!(Saint!Pe6
tersburg:!Semeonovskaia!TypoLitografiia,!1890),!1Xa:!537649.!



sandsloflother!minorlauthors,/journalists,!published!diarists,!and!scribblers!were!
alsolemployed!lin!the!Civil!Service.!What,!then,!were!the!lchallenges!facing!these!Rus6
sianlauthors?!!Authors!might'havel!seen!reflections!of!themselves!or!their!colleagues!
in!Gogol’slliterary!panoplylof'bureaucraticlnonentities.!!'The!many!characterizations!
and!tropesl'thatlaccrued!to!thelliterary!bureaucratlin'thelnineteenth!century!may!
welllhavelinfluenced!their!writing.!'The!divide'between!the!publicland!the!private,!
bothlinllifeland!literature,!waslalshifting!boundary!that!ladmitted!alwide!variety!of!
approaches.!'Theselapproaches,'however,!werelalwayshegotiated!againstlalback6
droploflshifting!politicallrealities!land!sociallnorms.!!

! In!this!study,!l'asklwhatleffect!this!repressivelhistory'had!on!thoselauthors!
wholservedlin'the!bureaucracy,!'thoselwho!wrote!by!candlelightlin!thenightly!pause!
between!thelendless!ladministrativelcycles!ofithe!Russian!state.!'This!study!takes!as!
itslpurview!thelmidénineteenth!century,land!specifically,!lextends!from!the!'mid6
1830s!éin!the!wakelof!thelintroduction!oflthe!“Little!Man”!character!by!Pushkin!and!
othersland!thelpublication!oflGogol’s!first!collection!dealing!with!the!Petersburg!bu6
reaucracy,!the!l- rabesques in!1835!6up!until'the!period!of!politicalretrenchment!
succeeding!the!Great!'Reformslin!thelearly!1870s.!'Thelchronologicallscaleloflthis!
dissertation!takeslin!muchlof'thelauthoritarian!reign!of!Nicholas!l!and!the!more!li!
berallregimelofthis!successor!Alexander!IL.!'ltbegins!inlalperiod!marked!by!thelreacé
tionarylimpulses!bred!by!the!Decembrist!Revoltlof!1825!and!follows!theltrajectory!
oflliterature!through!thenadirlof!despotic!censorshiplin!the!1840s!and!early!1850s!
through!thelriseloflthe!thick!journalsland!thelliberalized!censorship!during!the!Great!

Reforms!of'the!1860s.!!



Writing and Bureaucracy

What!did!it'mean!to!belan!lauthor!within!the!state!service?!!Anlillustration!
from!the!fatefullyear!1848lillustrates!thelsituation!facing!theselauthoréureaucrats.!
1848!waslalyearloflrevolutions;luprisings!in!Prussialand!Austrialthreatened!thelex6
istenceloflthe!monarchicallsystem.!Alexander!Nikitenko,'who!worked!in!theldomes6
ticlcensorship,lcommented!on!Russian!officiallmeasureslin!responsel!to!the!supposed!
revolutionary!threat:!“Panicked!fearthas!taken'hold,”Nikitenko!wrote!after!the!Feb6
ruaryluprisinglin!Parisland!the!Marchluprisings!in!AustroHungary!and!Germany.!
“Whilelin!Europe!they'are!deciding!questions!oflinternationallimportance,!aldrama!
islalsolplayingloutlherelat’home,!and!one!thatlislunfortunateland'barbaric,!pathetic!
for’lhuman!selféworth,!comical!for!anlinterested!observer,!butlinexpressibly!sad!for!
thoselconnected!withlit.”¢!/INikitenko!mentions!alcase!in!1848linvolving!Vladimir!
Dal’,'famous!philologistland!author,'whol!was,!as!well,!la!functionary!in!the!bureau6
cratladministration.!'Nikitenko!writes;!“Dal’lis!forbidden'to'write.!!How?!Dal’,'the!in6
telligent,'kind,'noble!Dal’!!Surely,'he!hasnot!fallenlin!with!thelcommunistsland!so6
cialists.”’!Dal’!lcamelunder!suspicion!for!twolshort!stories!published!in!lonelof!the!

leading!thick!journals!oflthe!day,!'The!Muscovite!(Moskvitianin),!to!'which'he!was!a!

primary!contributor.!Nikitenko!describes!the!contents!oflthe!first!story,laltalelabout!
algypsylgirllwho!disappears!inlMoscow!and!cannot!be!found!by!thellocallauthorities.!!

Dmitry!Buturlin,!Directorlof!the!Public!Libraryland'head!of!thelemergency!commit6

6!Alexander!V.INikitenko,!Dnevniklvltrekh!tomakh!(Leningrad:!lzd./KhudozhestvennaialLit6
eratura,!1955),11:311.!

71bid,,1:312.!



teelformed!to!supplement!censorship,lobjected!to!Dal’s!submission!to!theljournal.!In!
almissivelto!the!Minister!oflInternal!Affairs,!Lev!Perovskii,'helcomplained!that!Dal’s!
writinglundermined!thelauthority!oflthe!police.!Dal’s!participation!in!theljournal!
was!notlanluncommon!phenomenon,!since!many!bureaucrats!contributed!articles,!
reviews,land!stories!to!the!thick!journals,land,!even,laslin!the!caselof!lAlexander!Ni6
kitenko,!served!onleditorial!lboards.!INikitenko!describes!thelresulting!confronta6
tion:!“Perovskiilcalled!Dal’!tolhis!officeland!chided'him!for!lwanting!to!writelsome6
thing!besideslofficial!papers,land,lin!conclusion!presented'him!the!following!choice:!
‘iffyoulwrite!-!'then!don’t!serve;liflyoulserve!-!then!don’tlwrite.”’8!!IBureaucrats’!par6
ticipationlin!thelliteraryleconomy!was!curtailed!by!imperiallfiat.!
According!to!Nikitenko,!Perovskii's/formulalasserts!two!types!ofldistinct!
written!work,!lonelsynecdochally!formulated!as!“official'documents”!(bumaga po slu-
zhbe), meaning!simply!bureaucraticlwork,!and!thelotherlas!“writing”!(pisanie).!'The!
former!was!tolbelassiduously!practiced,!thellatter,!avoided.!The!function!of!the!
bureaucracylis,!inlalverylreductivel!sense,!the!production!oflofficialldocuments.!!
These,'however,!servelaslaldirectimedium!through!which!tolexercise!the!willlof!the!
ruler.!!'The!bureaucracylis!responsiblenotlonly!for!producing!such!documents,!but!
also!for!controlling!theirlexplication!and!application!by!subordinates!throughout!the!
institution.!!
Bureaucratic!languagelislantifiterary,'bothlideologically!land!stylistically.!!Its!

ownlruleslofldiscourse!deny!thelpossibilitylof!double!meaning.!!!It!seeks!to!fix'mean6

8!Ibid.;!1:313.!



ingland!to!foreclose!debate.!IThis!principlelis'thelsineéquaémon!for!the!production!of!
documentsl!that!govern!theladministration!oflthe!state.!"“Writing,”’however,lis!a!
differentlaffair.!Literature,!typically,!doesnot!seek!aldirect!correlationlinlaction,!land!
nationslarelnotladministered!bylliterary!code.!In!the!chaos!of!1848,'however,!such!
considerations!werellost.!'Buturlinland!other!reactionarieslin!the!lgovernment!
attributed'to!“writing”alpowerlfar/beyond!that'which!would!otherwise!belindicated!
by!thelrelatively!low!rates!oflliteracyland!thellimited!circulation!of!theljournals!to!
which!bureaucrat!writers!contributed.!!As!Nikitenko!wentlon!tonotelinthis!journal,!
“Ideasland!opinions!werelaflame!midécentury,'butlat!leastleveryonelknew!what!was!
acceptableland!what!wasn’t.”?IDal’lwas!censured!because'his!depiction!of!the!police!
who!werelunable!to!find!the!gypsy!girl!“instills!distrust!towards!the!governmentlin!
thelpublic.”1%!IThelresolution!followed:!“reprimand!thelauthor,!especially!given!that!
helislin'the!service.”11
Thel!chargelin!this!caselsounds!particularly!lominous!becauseloflitslamor6
phousnature.!The!Censorship!Statutelof!1828!laid!out!several!parameters!for!
censorablelexpression,lincluding!“anything!disrupting!the!sanctity!of!thethighestlau6
tocraticlpower,lorloflrespect!towards!the!lmperial!House,!orlanythinglagainst!basic!

governmentallrules,”lor!“good!!morals!land!modesty.”12INo!mention!was!made!oflany!

911bid.,'1:!1314.!
10!Ibid.,I:1313.!
11!Ibid,,I:1313.!

12lIstoriialtsenzurnykh!uchrezhdeniilv!RossiilvIpervoilpolovine!XIX!v.IKomitet!tsenzury!ln6
ostrannoilv!Peterburge!:1182861917!:!Dokumentyli'Materialyleds.IN.A.!Grinchenko, let!al.!
(SanktéPeterburg!:Rossiiskaialnatsional'naialbiblioteka,!2006),!15.!



obligation!by!anlauthor!toluphold!citizens’!lenthusiasm!forland!ultimate!belieflin!the!
effectivenessloflgovernmentlas!such.!!And!alglancelat!thelliterature!oflthe!period!
precedinglislenough!to!conclude!that!the!governmentthad!come!tolexpect!criticism.!!
Indeed,!lexamples!from!Gogol’sloeuvrelimmediately!before!this!period!prove!that!
much!morelexplicit!criticisms!of!the!Russian!government!sometimes!wentlunpuné
ished.13!“Writing”lwas!seenlas!potentially!subversive,!butnotlalllwriting!could!be!
policed!asleffectivelylas!that'which!flowed!from!the!pens!of!Russia’s!civillservants.!!
Forlcivillservants!suchlas!Vladimir!Dal’'who!did!write,'however,!the!path!through!
thelcensorship!wasleven!morel!difficult.!

!

Censorship

Censorship!means!to!“examinelinlorder!to!lsuppresslor!deletelanything!con6
sidered!objectionable.”*!In!practice,!censorship'has!come!to!stand!for!thelimposi6
tionloflextrinsiclvalueslon!speech!acts!bylindividuals.!Politicallauthorities!are!typi6
cally!credited!with!the!power!to!censor!speech!whenlitlistharmful'to!the!community!
orltolindividuals'llegallrights.!!Inltoday's!'western!societies,!such!limitations!of!free!
speechlareltypically!proposed!by!the!courtsland!may!take!the!form!ofllibel!suits.!

Otherl!limitations!on!free!lspeech!may!beldirectlyladministered!by!thelinterested!po6

13INicholas!lIlnoted!the!provocativelnatureloflGogol's!play!“Revizor,”noting!that!“we!have!
alllcomelin'for'it,'but!I'most!oflall.”!!

14!"Censor"linMerriam6/Nebster,https: //www.merriam6wvebster.com/dictionary!/censor!
(307July!2016).!!



liticallauthorities,lalsituation!predominantlin!Russialuntil!1906,!land!may!takelaslits!

primary!goallprotecting!the!sanctitylof!political!figures!or!systems.1>!!!

This,'however,lleaveslalwidelarraylof!potentially!censurable!materialland!lité
tlelin!the!lway!of'method!tolanswerl!the!practicallquestion!oflhow!algovernment!
could!golaboutlregulatinglalllprint!withinlits!borders.!!Little,!in!fact,!did!exist!to!
guidelthe!censors.!'Thelfears!that!lurked!in!the!minds!of!thelauthorities'were!based!
onlcertain!rhythmsloflsocialland!intellectuallresistance!that!threatened!autocratic!
rulelin!Russia;las!Holquistnotes,!the!“essenceloflalllcensorship”!was!“the!lmonologic!
terrorloflindeterminacy.”16!Suchlindeterminacy!waslrifelin!literatureland!in!other!

practiceslof'theleveryday.!!As!de!Certeaulwrites:!

generally,Imany!“ways!ofloperating”:!victories!oflthe!'weak'lover!the!
'strong'!(whetherl!the!strength!be!that!of!lpowerfullpeoplelor!thelvio6
lencelof!thingslorloflanlimposed!order,letc.)...IThe!Greeks!called!these!
'wayslofloperating'lmetis.!'But!they!go!much!further!back,!to!thelim6
memoriallintelligence!displayed!in!the!tricks!land!imitations!oflplants!
and!fisheslin!the!ldepths!ofithelocean!to!the!streets!oflmodern!mega6
lopolises,!therelislalcontinuitylin!the!permanenceloflthese!tactics.1”!

Suchlaldescription!sounds!muchllike!thelrangelof!Russia’s!lemerging!literary!culture!
in!thelnineteenth!century,laltimelrifelwith!verballinvention!land!genericlexperimen6

tation.!'Russia’slrulers!so!feared!thelcunningloflitslauthors!andlintellectuals,!a!frac6

15!Thelcensorshipllaws!were!changed!in!thelwake!oflserious!revolutionary!lunrest!following!
thelRussofapanese!War.!!Censorshiplwaslofficially!lended,!although!certain!laws!pertaining!
to!publishing!materialltouching!the!person!ofithelmonarch!did!remain!on!the!books.!

16!Michael!Holquist,!“Corrupt!Originals:!The!Paradox!of!Censorship”!PMLA!9!(1994):121.!

17Michellde!Certeau,!The!PracticeloflEveryday!Life!(Berkely,!Ca:!Universitylof!California!
Press,12009),xix.!



tionlof!thelliterate!population,!which!waslalready!a'tiny!fraction!oflthe!countrylas!a!
whole,!thatlanlentire!division!oflthe!government!(onelof!fourlexpansive!special!divi6

sions)!land!much!bureaucraticlenergy'werelexpended!on!surveilling!it.18!

In!the!Russian!Empire,!thelbureaucracy!demonstrated!thelreach!of!thelauto6
cratland!enforced!thelautocrat’slvision!oflanlorderly!society.1°!The!point!wherellit6
erature!was!meantl!to!touch!the!politicallorder,!then,!was!thelcensorship.!'Theldomi6
nant!politicallideologyloflthe!Nicholaevan!regime,!formulated!by!SergeilUvarov,!the!
regime’s!chieflideologist!(and!ministerlin!chargelof!censorship!through!much!of!
Nicholas’lreign),lenvisioned!Russian!identitylas!alseamless!lunion!of!'three!broad'!ten6
etsloflthelregime;!Autocracy,!Orthodoxy,!Nationality.!However,!such!rhetoricallsim6
plicity!'was!lundergirded!by!the!raw!politicallrealities!oflimperial!politics.2°!Nicholas’!
reign!'was!bookended!by!thelprotoéevolutionary!disorderlofithe!Decembrist!Upris6
ingslatlitslinceptionland!the!martial!lchaos!of!the!Crimean!War'!atlitsleclipse.!!Nicho6
las’lview!of!thelorderloflthings!wasl!closelylattuned!to!the!more!lcombative!political!

realities!oflthe!Empire.!!lAnd!this!view!trickled!/down!through!thelvast!bureaucratic!

18!Eventually,!Nicholas!ligrew!solparanoid!that!he!created!the!Buturlin!Committee!(also!
knownlas!the!Committeelof!2nd!April),!tolcensor!the!censorshiplitself;!“As!Nicholas!told!
Baron!von!Korf:!'since!llcannot!read!all!the!productions!oflourlliterature,!youlwill!belable!to!
do!so!for!meland!to!convey!to!melyourlimpressions,!solthatimy!derelictionlin!this!matter!will!
end."”!Charles!/Ruud,!Fighting!Words:!Imperial!Censorshipland!the!Russian!Press,!180461906!
(Toronto:!Universitylof!Toronto!Press,!2009),!88.!

19!Forlalfuller!discussionloflthelimage!oflthe!Tsarlamong!the!populacelin!theleralof!Nicholas!
IIseelRichard!Wortmann,!“Epitomes!of'the!/Nation”!Scenarios!of!Power!(Princeton,!N]J:!
Princeton!University!Press,!2006),!142!-1166.!

20'Forlalshort!but!detailed!discussion!of!theselconcepts!see!Bruce!Lincoln,!Nicholas!l:!Em6
perorland!Autocratlof!All'the!Russias!(Bloomington,!In:!Indiana!University!Press,!1978),!
240-252.!



apparatusl!thatlheloversaw.!Thelrelationship!between!censorshipland!literature!was!
noldifferent.!Alexander!Nikitenko!records!Nicholas’lview!of!thelrelationship:!“They!

havelpencils:!these areltheir!scepters.”21!

The!position!oflthe!censor!was!almicrocosmiclreflection!of!the!position!of!the!
Tsar;lliteraturelexisted!aslalvassalloflthe!censorship.!!!Alllwriting!must!belsubjugated!
tolthelcensorship,las!werelall!lthings!subjugated!to'his!Imperial!Majesty.!Confident!in!
hislownlabilities!to!policelliterature,!Nicholas!took!itlupon'himselflto!be!Pushkin’s!

personallcensor,laljob!for!lwhich!alreal!scepter!was!substituted!for!the!pencil.!!!

ICensorship!duties!werelreplicated!acrosslalwidelrangelof!diverse!govern6
ment!bodies,lincluding!the!llmperial!Court,!thelcivilian!government,!the!military,!and!
thelgoverning!bodylof!the!Church,!the!Synod,!land!alllsupporting!separate!censorship!
bodies.!IThe!lcensorship!committeeslwere'lhomelto!government!servants!whose!ser6
viceldidnotlentail'the!policinglof!government!revenues!or!servicing!theladministra6
tivelnetwork!oflthelmassivelempire,'but!consisted!oflreading.!'To'belsure,!“reading”!
inlthelsense!that!thelcensor!practiceslitlislalloaded!term,!sincelitlentails!altenden6
tious!setloflinterpretative!methods!and!punitive!practices.!!In!the!protean!conditions!
oflRussia’slliterarylinstitutions,lalllwriting!presented!alcurious!challenge!tolalgov6
ernment!that!looked!uponlinnovation!withlalwary!eye.!!'The!censors!were!charged!
with!monitoringlall'writing!thatlexisted!on!the!territory!of'the!lRussian!Empire,!both!
ofldomesticland!foreign!provenance.!!Beyond!the'hardshipslimposed!by!the!volume!

oflthe!work,!censorshiplalsolimposed!almounting!politicalland!social!costlon!Russia.!!

21!Nikitenko,!I:1275.!



This!pointlwas!not!lostlon!Vladimir!Odoyevsky.!!As!that!dangerous!creature,!a!
thinking!bureaucrat,!0doyevsky!waslin!ldangerloflbeing!misunderstood!by!zealous!
enforcers.!Helrealized!early!on!that,lifthe!lwere!to!llead!a!successfullliteraryllife,'he!
mightlbestlbelserved!by!“retreat!to!thelrelative!lbackwaterlofllibraryladministration.”!!
Judging!by'hislhigh!rank,'he!did!so!quite!successfully.?22!'lHowever,!0doyevskylap6
pears!tolhavelbelieved!in!thelinstitution!of!lbureaucracy!(chinovnichestvo)'!-!provided!

it'worked!efficiently.23!!

Suchlwas!thelstrange!relationshiploflthislauthor!to!the!bureaucracy,!one!that!
would!turnlout!to!belfairly!lcommon.!!Bureaucracy!could!belused!tolextinguish!crea6
tivelimpulses!butlalso'tolignite!them.!!The!dusty'halls!of!the!ministries!inlwhich!they!
served!inspired!thelvirtuosic!descriptions!oflbureaucracy!by!Nikolai!Gogol,!Mikhail!
Saltykov&hchedrin,land!other!authors!suchlas!Nikolai!Pavlov,!Ivan!Goncharov,!and!
Pyotr!Butkov.!!Odoevsky’slyears!oflservice,lhowever,!ledhim!to!stress!anlaspect!of!

censorship!thatlwilllbelinstructive!for!this!study:!!

Thelcensorlis!powerlesslagainstlthe idea itself.'Thelwidelyéheld!belief!
thatlideas!flow!from!bookslinto!societylis!athighly!dangerous!optical!il6
lusion.!Almostlalllbookslareljust!“althermometer!oflideas”lalready!pre6
sentlin!society:!breaking!the!thermometer!doesnot!mean!thatlyou!
changelthelweather;!you!merely!destroy!the!means!oflmonitoring!the!
changes.!Thelnaturelofllanguageland!the!skills!oflauthors!are!such,!fur6

22!“Senior!Senatorloflthe!Eighth!Departmentlofithe!lGovernment!Senate,!Hofmeister!land!
Privy!Councilor,!thelpossessorloflvarious!decorations.”Neil!lCornwell,!The!Life,!Times,!and!
Milieulof!V.F.!I0doyevsky,!180461869!(London:!Athlone!Press,!1986),!1205.!

23!Thislattitudelappealed!tolhis!superiors!butlwas!scorned!by'his!peers;laslliterary!critic!
Ivan!Panaev!(1812!-11862)!complained:!“[Odoyevskylacted]!in!pursuitlof'vulgar!bureaucrat6
ic!lformalism!and!at!thelsame!timelinsisted!thatlhelwanted!to!lwritelalnovellinlwhich'he!
would!ridicule!this!/formalism...”!Ibid.,!205.!



thermore,las!tolrenderlitlbeyond!the!capabilityloflanylauthorities!to!
prevent!the!further!transmission!oflideaslin!published!form.24!

!
Censorship,lit'turnslout,!was!simply!alway!ofldelaying!thelinevitable,'butlalso!oflin6

vitinglit.!'Byldemanding!strict!censorship,!the!government!was'hamperinglitslown!
interestsland!denyinglitselflaccess!to!thelverylinformation!thatlwaslvitalltolits!con6
tinued!existence.!!Beyond!the!stream!oflbirths,!deaths,!marriages,!acres!oflyield,!con6
scriptions,limport!duties,land!thellike,!the!Russian!bureaucracy'needed!almetric'by!
which!to!measurelopinion.!lIn!thelgrand!schemelof!thenineteenth!century,!censor6
ship!didinotllimit!the!Russian!reader!so!much!aslitllimited!thelability!of!the!lgovern6
ment!tolunderstand!the!changeslafootlin!the!country.!!
Indeed,!in!lOdoyevsky’slunderstanding,!the'naturelofllanguage!meant!that!by!
fiercelyllimiting!the!print!spherel!in!Russia,!the!lgovernment!was!continuallylengaged!
inlalrearguard!actionlagainstlalgrowinglintellectuallinsurgency!thatlit'was'helpless!
to!stop.!'Thelgovernment’s!suppressionlof!dissent’s!mostlliteralland!obvious!expres6
sion!created!multiplelregisterslinlwhich!theleducated!public!could!communicate!
ideas!that!the!governmentl!found!dangerous.!'Thelresult!'waslalcoded!language!that!
authorslused!to!subvert!thelexistinglorder.!"“Thelidealitself”'was!more!dangerous!
whenlits!meritlwas!not!subjected!to!the!courtloflpubliclopinion,landlitslintellectual!
worth!couldnot!be!discussed!openly.!
!
! In!thelfollowing!chapters!llexamine!the!/bureaucrat!duringlalperiod!of!flux!in!

Russianlliterature.!!After!Alexander!Pushkin’s!land!Nikolai!Gogol’s!treatments!of!lbu6

2411bid.,'12006201.!!



reaucracy,lliterarylepigones!began!to!toy!with!theirlown!reconfigurations!of!these!
powerfulltopoi.llEach!subsequentlepochlin!Russia’s!politicalllifelseemed!to!call!for!a!
reécalculation!of!Russianlliterature’s!relationship!withlits'most!widelylabused!char6
acter,!the'Russian'bureaucrat.!!!
Starting!from!thelimagelof'the!bureaucrat!popularized!by!Gogol’,/mostlcom6
prehensivelylinthis!1842!short!story!“The!Overcoat”!(Shinel’),!Chapter!1lexamines!
thelfatelof!thelliterary!bureaucrat!over!the!span!of!thenearly!two!decades!that!fol6
lowed,!lendinglaround!1859!atlalunique!momentloflcivicland!politicalhopelin!Russia.!!
The!comingloflthe!Great!Reforms!and!thelopeninglup!of!Russia’s!politics!to!public!
debate!meant!that!the!bureaucrat'might!comelto!be!seen!notlas!alfaceless!cog,'butlas!
alreallagentloflpositivelchangelin!Russia.!'Thelciviclmoment!was!matched!by!thelex6
posélmovementlinlliterature,'which!sought!tolengage!with!lemerging!narratives!of!
reformland!realignment!lamong!Russia’s!social!classes.!'Thisimoment!didnot!last,!
however,landneither!did!the!bureaucrat’s!placelin!the!pantheon!of!Russian!cultural!

heroes.!!!

! Chapter!2lexamines'how!the!lpendulum!swung!back!toward!almore!satirical!
Gogolian!view!oflthe!lbureaucratlin!literature,!stressing!the!pettyland!grotesquelas6
pectslof!Russia’s!servicelclass,'nowlupdated!tolsuit!thelnew!realities!of!'Russian!liter6
atureland!society.!Thelliteraturelof!the!/bureaucrat/became!more!straightforwardly!
satiricalland!journalisticlinlitslcomic!precision.!'The!slapstick!of!Koz'ma!Prutkov,!the!
most!famouslliterary!mystification!of!thelage,land!the'hyperbole!of!Saltykov6
Shchedrin’s!satire!lrepresented!alshift!towards!bothlalbroader!readershiplandlanlex6

panded!civiclrole!forlliterature.!



! Having!discussed!the!bureaucratlinlliterary!representation,!Chapter!3!turns!
tolthelbureaucratlandlliterary!'work.!'Here,!I'examine!the!conditions!forlliterary!pro6
duction!from!within!theloffices!of!the!censorship,!staffed!bylliterary!men!and!schol6
ars!subjectltoltwolincreasinglylincompatible!masters,lliteratureland!the!state.!!The!
already!difficult!process!of!publishinglin!the'heavily!regulated!print!sphere!was!
mademearly!impossiblelby!the!censors’ladditionallresponsibilities!oflmonitoring!lit6
eraturelinlalllits'manifestations.!!In'this!chapter!wellook,!as!well,!at!alliterary!con6
versation!between!Alexander!Nikitenko!and!Alexander!Herzen,!'who,!separated!by!a!
thousand'miles!and!by!thelinterdiction!of!the!state,!lenactlaldialogue!between!the!

stateland!its!banished!shadow.!

! Chapter!4lexamines!thelliterary!career!of!the!most!prominent!author6é
bureaucratlin!Russianlliterature,!Mikhail!Evgrafovich!Saltykov&hchedrin.!'Devotion!
to'hislbureaucratic!career,!tested!bylyears!oflexile!from!thelcapitalland!the!scheming!
oflthelprovincialladministrations!that'he!strove!tolreform,!led!both!to'his!excellent!
literary!depictions!oflthe!bureaucratic!machineland!to'hislabiding!disappointment!
withl!thelsystem!oflgovernmentlunder!which'hellabored.!!This!chapterllooks!at!
Saltykov&hchedrin’slengagement!with!the!bureaucracy!from!alperiod!oflexcitement!
at'theloutsetlof'the!Great!Reforms!and!from!thelvantage!pointlofthis!later!disillué6
sionmentl!following!thelcollapseloflthe!Reform!eralin!thellate61860s.!!Inlremagining!
theltropeloflthe!/bureaucrat,!Saltykov!comprehensively!land!purposefullylupdates!
theselliterary!types,!thereby!forginglalnew!satiric!vocabulary.!

! This!dissertation!tries!to!pair!severalloutstanding!questionslin!thelliterary!

and!social'historyloflnineteenthécentury!Russialinlalproductive!manner.!Inlap6



proaching!thelrolelof'thelbureaucratinotlonly'aslalcharacter!in!Russian!literature,!
butlalsolaslalparticipantlin!the!creation!oflthelvery!samelliterature,!I'hope!to!show!
thatlinstitutional!boundaries!were!more!permeable!than!lone!mightlassume.!!Some!
ofltthe!mostlimportantlliterary!conversations!oflthe!day!were!shaped!by!thelprofes6

sionalldiscourse!oflthe!bureaucracy.!!



CHAPTERI

WH- T COULD H- VE BEEN: BURE- UCR- TS REFORMED!

-Petersburg was the same - the bureaucrat had changed.

! ! ! -N. F. Pavlov- “Demon”



This!chapterlexamines!thelfatelof!the!/bureaucratlin!fiction!from!Gogol’s!
treatmentlin!the!1830s!through'to!thelearly!1860s.!'Against!thelgrain!of!deeplyliron6
iclandleven!frivolouslliterary!depictions!of'thelbureaucrat,!thelliterary!tendencies!
arisinglin!the!mid61850s!and!preceding!the!Great!Reforms!gavelriselto!the!bureau6
craticlhero,lalperhapsloverzealous!and!prematurelattempt!to!lreform!the!bureaucrat!
aslalworkable!model!forlalmiddleéclass!protagonist.!!Could!thelauthorslengaged!in!
thislrestoration!impart!to!the!bureaucrat!thelagency!thathe'had!solnotably!lacked!in!
previous!depictions?!'Would!this!projectlof!civiclreappropriationland!lempower6
mentbe!met!with!supportlfrom!thelliterarylestablishment?!!Finally,lin!theltwo!de6
pictionslof!the!/bureaucratictherolexamined!in!this!chapter!therelislallingering!ten6
sion!between!creativityland!utility!that!reflects!the!tension!between!literature!and!
servicelinlauthors’lcareers.!'Was!thelultimate!failure!lof'the!bureaucraticthero!due!to!
theirlauthors’!failureltolresolvelthis!llarger!conflict!/for!themselves?!!!

[flttherelislalcrux!to!the!problem!of!the!/bureaucratlin!Russian!literaturelit!is!
that!thelauthor!was!notlallowed!tolexistlwithout!the!bureaucracy.!'Therelwas!nolel6
ementlof!Russianllife!that!the!bureaucracy!didnot!touch.!And!onelof!the!things!that!
itltouched!mostlinfelicitously!was!the!prideloflthe!Russian!author.'When!Peter!the!
Greatlestablished!the!Tablel!of!Ranks!in!1722,!he!“explicitly!linked!alperson’s!status!
inlsociety!to'his!ranklin!the!lservicelhierarchy,”2>!meaning!thatlonlylone!career!path!
waslopen!to!the!Russiannoble,!thatloflservicelto!the!state.!!No!matterlhow!farlalman!

excelledlinthis!“amateur”!pursuitsloutsideloflthelservice,he!could!only!belrecognized!

25BrendalMeehanBVNaters,!Autocracyland!Aristocracy!(New!Jersey:!Rutgers!University!
Press,11982),121.!



forthis!talentslinlalprofession!chosen!for’him!by!the!state.!!Such!alsituation!was!re6
lieved'by!thelold!eighteenthécentury!system!oflpatronage;!talented!authors!could,'by!
offering!their!services!to!the!Tsarlor!tolwelleconnectednobles,ladvance!within!the!
service.lllndeed,!forlmuch!of!Catherine!the!Great’s!reign,lliterature!lwas!practically'a!

branch'of'thelstate!service.26!

! Whenlthis!patronage!system!began!to!falllaway!andlin!thelearlynineteenth6
centurylliterature!moved!towards!professionalization,!lauthors!werelleft'without!the!
benefitloflcommensurate!rank!for!theirlliterarylachievements.!!Such!alsituationthad!
severalleffects!thatlarelimportant!'when!considering!the!treatmentlof!the!bureaucrat!
inlliterature.!'Authors!camelintolincreasing!conflictlwith!the!/bureaucracy!and!came!
tolseelitlaslalroadblock!to!their!creativitylandlliterary!careers.!!Pushkin,!onelof!the!
firstlauthors!tolintroduce!thelplightloflithe!bureaucratlinto/Russian!literature!in'his!
narrative!poem!“The!Bronze!Horseman,”!perceived!in!thelservice!thelsystematic!
degradation!oflthelindividual,'as!welllas!thelinstitutional!degradation!of!theloldIno6
blelorder.!"His!poem,!“My!Family!Tree”!(Moia rodoslovnaia)'takes!on!the!bureaucra6
cy!from!bothlends,!skewering!both!the/bureaucratic!culturelinlofficialdom!and!the!
cheapeningloflthelliterary!sphere!through!commercialization,!a!process'he!charac6

terizeslaslakin!to!the!declineloflthe!Russian!aristocracy.!

!
With!cruelllaughter!they,!my!fellows,!
Russian!scribblers!oflthe!mass!
Call!me,'egads,aristocratic.!

26'Forlalfuller!discussion!oflthislphenomenon!see!lrinalReyfman,!Rank!and!Style:!Russians!
in!StatelService,!Life,land!Literature!(Boston,!Mass.:!Academic!Studies!Press,!2012).!



Observe,'would!lyou,lalfarce!so!crass!!
[lam!neither!officer,'norlassessor,!
...notlamewly!“crosséed”Inobleman,!
neitherlacademic,!nor!professor,!
Butlalsimple!Russian!bourgeois.!
@ushkin,!183027!

In!thelpoem,!writtenlinlmocking!doggerel!style,'Pushkin!collapses!the!Table!of!Ranks!
intolalcouplet!that!mixes!thelofficially'high!and!low,!land!bylascribing!to'himselflonly!
thelattributesloflsociallestatelandnotlrank,!thelauthorlis!left!to!constructthislidentity!
outsidelof'thelestablished!system,lanloutlaw!oflsorts!'wholrefuses!to!be'bound!by!the!
conventions!oflrank.!(Indeed,'Pushkin!remained!piqued!throughoutthisllife!by!the!
low!rank!assigned'him,!as'helroselonly!to!the!position!oflkammerjunker,'alservice!
positionlin!the!llmperiallHousehold!that!corresponded!to!the!rank!ofltitular!counci6
lorlin!the!Civil!lService.)?8!!Pushkin!waslindeed!staking'his!lauthoriallidentity!on'his!
refusal'to!conform!and!suchlanloppositional!stance!meant!that!thelidentity!of!the!

author!would!be!built,lin!part,laround!alseries!oflantitheses.!!Thelultimatelantithesis!

27!Smeias’!zhestoko!nad!sobratom!

Pisakilrusskie!tolpoi!

Menialzovutlaristokratom.!

Smotri,!pozhalui,lvzdorlkakoi!!

Nelofitser!la,!nelassessor,!

lalpolkrestulneldvorianin,!

Nelakademik,nelprofessor,!

lalprostolrusskiilmeshchanin.!
Sobraniie!sochinenii!A.S.!Pushkinalv!106!tomakh.!(Moscow:lizd.!Pravda,!1980),12:13306332!

28lIrina!lReyfman,!How!RussialLearned!to!Write:!Literatureland!the!lImperial!Tablelof!Ranks!
(Madison,!Wi:!Universitylof!'Wisconsin!Press,!12016),!53.!



oflthe!man!wholexisted!outsideloflthelsystem!was!the!man!wholexisted!whollylin6
sideloflit:!the!bureaucrat.!!
! [t'was!not!Pushkin,/however,'wholelevated!the!character!of'the!bureaucrat!to!
alprimary!placelin!Russian!literature.!Nikolai!Gogol’!created!theliconic/Russian!bu6
reaucrat.!!Gogol’slbureaucrat!characterslinclude!Akaky!Akakyevich!Bashmachkin!in!
“The!Overcoat,”!the!martyrfikelcopylassistantland!lowly!collegiatelassessor,!and!
Aksenty!lvanovich!Poprishchin!in!“The!Diary!oflalMadman”,!'thellovelorn!titular!
counselor!'whol!wishes!to!marry!the!daughterloflalsuperior!land!'whose!descentlinto!
madnesslislrecorded!inlalseries!oflunique!diarylentries.!!In!the!caselof!'Bashmachkin,!
thelbanalitylofthis!professionallactivity!lbecomes!anlessential!partlofthis!privateliden6
tity,las'helcontinues'this!mindless!copyinglinthis!garretlapartmentlin!the!Petersburg!
tenementslin'hislidle'hours.!The!grotesquelexaltation!of'banality!and!its!synonymy!
withl!thelcharacters’lconception!oflselflwould!comel!to!characterizelliterary!bureau6
crats!for!thelremainderlof!thelcenturyland!beyond.!!
The!banalityloflbureaucratic!functionsland!the!ldeeplylambivalentland!even!
immoralnaturelof'the!cadres!andthierarchies!that!surrounded!them!set!off!the!Civil!
Servicelaslalsortloflnetherworld!in!Russianlliterature.!'The!topoilof!lbureaucracy!
seem,lin!lsomelrespects,!toltakelon!thelfantasticalland!medieval!qualities!recogniza6
blelfrom!religious!martyrologiesland!saints’llives.!!In!these!stories,!saints!seek!solace!
from!theltemptations!oflsecularllife!through!simple!pursuits!that!bring!the!saint!
closer!tolGod,lor,!theylexemplify!the!faith!through!theirlimitative!suffering!for!Christ,!
with!somel!bearing!theltitlelof!“fools!for!Christ”!(yurodivy)!and!livinglas!outcasts!

from!society.!!In!the!bureaucraticliteration!of'this!tradition,!the'bureaucrats!suffer!



for'theirlprofessionallcallinglor!for!the!simplicitylof!purpose!that!they!display!in!per6
forming!the!menialltasks!ofltheirloffice.!!Some,!like!lAkaky!Akakyevich,!leven!come!to!
resemble!martyrslin'their!suffering!forla'banallideal.!
Whateverlthelsimilarities!to!lmedievallreligious!conceits,!Gogol’s!depictions!of!
bureaucrats!werelalparadigmatic!continuation!of!the!“littlelman”!themel!in!Russian!
literature.!!Gogol’s!characterslare!signally!unfit!forllifeloutsidelof!the!bureauland!
away!from!thelscrivener’s!stool,!land!they!meet!mostlylignominiouslliterary!ends.!!
Indeed,!Gogol’sbureaucrats!were!dismembered!in!"The!Nose,”turned!zombielin!

“The!Overcoat,”land!locked!in!thelmadhouse!in!“The!Diary!of!lalMadman.”!!!

The!monstrous!bureaucracy!that!Nicholashad!constructed!from'his!paranoia!
waslalfactory!forlthelliterary!imagination!and!produced!alllmanner!of!phantasmago6
riclcharacters.!!Separated!both!from!thelaristocracy,'who!“fearednothing!more!than!
becomingllike!thelofficial,”2°land!thellowerl!classes,'which!distrusted!the!marks!of!
bureaucratic!control!that!seemed!to!perpetuate!their!suffering,!the!character!that!
seemed!tolbelfirstlinlline!for!drubbing!was!the!bureaucrat.!'Any!literary!salvation!

would!beltricky!'work.!

29!Barbaral!Heldt!Monter,'Koz'ma!Prutkov:!Thelartloflparody!(The!Hague:!Mouton,!1972),!12.1!



What Might Be - the Bureaucrat as Hero in Sollogub’s The Bureaucrat

! In!1856!Count!Vladimir!Sollogub!(181361882)!wrotelaloneéact!playltitled,!

simply,!The!Bureaucrat!(Chinovnik).3°!IThe!playlislalpeculiar!lexampleloflthelvarious!

aesthetic,lintellectual,!land!political'tendencies!thatlcombined!to!form!the!shortdived!
and'highly!tendentious!'movementlin!literature!lknown!aslexposélliterature!
(oblichitel’stvo).31lExposelliteraturelgrew!uplin'thellively!polemicallatmosphere!that!
followed!the!stunning!defeat!lof'lRussian!armslin!the!Crimean!War!following!the!fall!
oflSevastopol’lin!1855.!'Russians,reeling!from!thelharddought!loss,land!suddenly!
awakened!to!thelreallscaleloflthe!developmental!gap!between!them!and!the!Western!
powers,llooked!to!the!force!that!the!deceased!Emperor!Nicholasthad!long!sought!to!
repress,lliterature.!llts!primary!polemicallobjectlwas!bureaucraticlvenality!and!the!
backwardness!oflRussia’slagrarian!society,lincludinglits!continuing!legal!tradition!of!
enserfed!labor.!!Sollogub’s!play!deals!with!nonelof!theselissues!byname.!!Instead,'he!
attemptsl!tolcultivatelalnewl!typelinlliterature,!the!/bureaucraticthero.!'Since!readers!
werelaccustomed!to!thelsatiricalland!the!comiclin!literary!treatments!of!the!bureau6
crat,!suchlanlapproach!wasinew.!!
Theldialecticloflcenter!versus!province!cutslacross!thelplay’s!morallargu6

ment,las!thelprovinceslare!both!thellocus!of!lRussian!vices!(the!lplot!revolveslaround!

30!Vladimir!Sollogub!belonged!tola!family!oflrussified!Polish!gentrylandworked!for!long!
periodslofthis!careerlin!the!Ministrylof!Foreign!Affairs.!

31!Although!frequently!translated!as!both!“investigatory”land!“denunciatory”...thislword!is!
difficult!tolrender!simplylin!Englishlaslitlcombines!the!senselof!“expose,”!“accuse,”land!“de6
nounce”...but'mightmostlproperly'belrendered!as!the!Frenché@nflected!exposé...!thus,!giving!
uslexposélliterature.!lAnlexampleloflthe!genreloutsidelof!Russialis!Honore!de!Balzac’s!1837!
novellLost!lllusions.!
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thelvenalitylof!corrupt!provinciallelites)!and!the!placelwhere!the'honesticosmopoli6
tanlis!shown!to'his!greatestladvantage.!'Unlike!Gogol’s'hero!Chichikov,!albeneficiary!
oflprovinciallgreed,!Sollogub’s!Nadimov!becomes!thelinstrument!oflreconciliation!
between!the!deeptseated!ressentimentlofithe!Nicholaevan!eraland!thelrenewed!civic!
hopes!broughtlabout!by!the!promiselofireform.!!

! Sollogub’s!short!comic!play!centerslonlalproperty!disputelbetween!twolpro6
vincialllandowners.!'Thellegal!plotlis!supplemented,!and!then!supplanted,'by!the!
romantic!subplot.!'The!Countess,lintroduced!as!a!“richlwidow,”lislbored!with!the!
provincesland!with'herllitigiousneighbor,!land!the!property!dispute!provides!anlocé
casion!for!thelarrivalloflalbureaucraticlrepresentative,!Alexander!Nadimov.!Helis!a!
rare!breed!of!lbureaucrat,!combininglimpeccable!patriotism,!civiclvirtue,land!aristo6
craticlpoise.!INadimov!gives!atlhumblelestimation!ofthislown!worth!in!alconversation!

with!the!Countess:!

can!think!that!theylareluseful?!Andlyoulyourself,!canlyou!say!tolyour6
selflwithlalclear!conscience!thatlyoularelreallyluseful?!
I
Nadimov:!I'have!thelhonor!to!lreport!that!llam!in!the!service.!ll!
amlalcivillservant.!
Countess:!Oh!!l!forgot...IYes,lof!course,!to!serve,!tolbelalcivil!
servant,!to!process!longlreports,!6ditimust!belvery!boring,lvery!imé6
portant.!
Nadimov.!Therelarelno'trifling!duties.!'One’s!dutylislalways!imé6
portant.!!By!thelway,!servicelislalcalling!that!doesnot!require!sharply!
positiveltalents,las!lwould!sciencelorlart.!In!the!service,lin'more’humé6
ble!positionslespecially,lonelcan!bring!reallutility!through!negative!
qualitieslalone.!
! I
Welneed!civillservants!'wholarelhonest,literate,!sensible,land!
hardworking.!'To!melallloflthese!qualities!are!negativelones.!!I'make!a!
sizeablelliving,!I've!lstudied!enough,!I'velseen!enough,!land!l'don’tlbe6
comeldistracted!from!my!duties/because!therelisinothing!for!'which!I!
am!searchinglor!forlwhich!l'wish.!!Happinesslislalthinglof!chance;!utili6
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tylislalrealizable!goal.!l'lam!sure!that!Russialneeds!civillservantsnot!by!
virtuelofltitle,but!civillservants!bylvirtueloflaction;!thislis'why!l!decid6
edlon'thelservice,Inotlbecause!llneed!lit,!(spoken with pride)'but,'rather,!
itineeds!me.3?!
In!Nadimov'slestimation!“negativelqualities”!lare!those!qualities!that!are!not!“sharply!
positive,”!thatlis,!those!thatlaremnot!particularly!remarkable.!This!confusing!metriclis!
actuallylalcriticism!that!targets!the!corruptlelite.!IThelelite!value!status!and!rank!
abovelthe!“negative”Icapacities!oflthelcapable!bureaucratic'toiler.!Negative!qualities!
arelthoselqualities!thatlallow!the!bureaucrat!to!maximize'his!professionallutility,!
thatlallow'him!to!pass!relativelylunscathed!through!the!suffocatingland!corrupt!
world!of!thelelite!that!'would!otherwise!subvertthis!desire!to!do'honest!service./Not!

onlyldoes!Nadimov!recommend!alseries!loflunspectacular!qualities!to!the!successful!

(ifluncelebrated)!bureaucrat,'helalsoltakes!care!to!reduce'hislown,!presumably!posi6

duties!because!therelisinothing!forlwhich!l'lam!searchinglor!forwhich!I'wish.”!
Nadimovlis,linlotherlwords,!altabulalrasalprimed!for!thelunrelenting!boredom!of!the!
servicelcareerland!lunimpressed!by!the!potentiallrewards!oflrank.!!At!the!same!time,!
helalso!possesses!the!qualities!oflnobility,!land!thus!cleverly!straddles!thelbounda6
ries!lbetween!positiveland!negativelqualities.!
Nadimov’slearnestnaiveté!setslup!the!plot!/developmentland!anticipates!the!
play’s!stock!comiclelement,lattempted!bribery.!!In!the!Gogolian!plot,!the'bureaucrat!

develops!through!systemic!misrecognition,!as!in!the!play!The!Government!Inspector!

32!Vladimir!Sollogub,!Chinovnik!(St.!Petersburg:!tipografiialE.lVeimar,!1856),!14.!



(Revizor).!"That!play’s!protagonist,'Khlestakov,'was!thethappy!beneficiary!oflalsys6
tem!oflbriberyland!corruption.!In'thislinstance,!society!practices!alwillfullmisrecogé
nition!wherebyl!thelcharacterlassumes!thelrole!that!society'has!created!for'him,!be6
cominglanlagentlofichaos!and!anlaccidental!scourgeloflbureaucraticlineptitude.!lln6
deed,!in'the!Gogolianliteration,!thelabsurdity!of!the!bureaucratic!system!islexposed!
bylitslverylinability!to!localizelhuman!error.!!'Alllmiscommunications!are!systemic!
and'thelresultinglerrorlisthard!tollocalize.!In!Sollogub’s!counteréarrative,!the!bu6
reaucratlis,'though!alnaif,!still'almeticulously'honest'herolon!alminor!scale,'whose!
devotion!to!servicelislbolstered!by'his!refusal!to!countenancelambition!toladvance6
mentlor!lrank.!'Thelhonest!bureaucrat’s!valueslarelalsimple!negation!oflworldly!val6
ues,land!the'honest!bureaucrat!succeeds!wherelothers'havelfailed!by!confining'himé6
selflto!thelsphereloflaction!implied!by'his!diminutivelrolelin!statelaffairs.!!!

In'thislversion,!Sollogub’s ideal!bureaucrat!could!possess!thelinstruments!of!
worldliness!land!stilllmight,!like!the!scientistland!artist,!possess!positive!qualities.!!
But,!'theltruelciviclhero!chooses!not!toluselthese!powers,linstead!preferring!to!pracé
ticelalsortloflbureaucraticlkenosis,!lan!lemptyinglofithe!selflin!the'hopes!that'he!might!
belfilled!with!thenationallspirit.!!Nadimov’s!patriotism!islon!full!display!in!the!fol6
lowing!scene:!!

Countess:land'whom!do!you!love?!!

Nadimov:!Me,!Countess?!Yes,!I!live!lthrough!love,!l!-!Ilam!always'happy!

Nadimov:!And!only!'What!more!does!onelneed?!It!seems!that!this!feel6
inglislenough!forlallifetime,!land!even!more...33!

33l!Ibid,,!15.!



By!subsuming!romantic!llove!to!patriotic!feeling,INadimov!jostles!readers’lexpecta6
tionsloflgenre,!delaying!the!lromantic/denouementland!replacing!the!femalelloveliné
terest!with!thelobjectlofthis!patrioticlaffection,!thenation.34!!Nadimov’s!rebufflof!
romanticllovelin'thislexchange!further!develops!theltheme!of!“negativelqualities.”!
Nadimovlseeks!tolelevate!the!lworkaday!qualities!of!diligent!service!lwhile!stilllre6
taining!thelairloflnobility,!alposture!thatlislachieved!by!describing'his!service!ethic!
aslalsortloflciviclasceticism.!However!genrelexpectations!dictate!that!thelresolution!
oflthellove!plotimustlbeldelayed,'butinot!cancelled!altogether.!!The!Countess’s!ro6
manticlinstincts!willlultimately!conquer!Nadimov’s!quasiémonastic!bureaucratic!in6
stincts,but!thelresulting!product!willlreflectlalnew!civic!purpose!suitable!for!the!
times.!!!
The!developmentloflthelromanticlelementlin!thelplay!suggests!lalrapproche6
mentbetween!twoldisaffected!elementsloflsociety:!the!landed!elite!land!the!service!
elite.!'The'historian!Nicholas!Riasanovsky!describes!the!graduallattenuation!of!the!
intellectualland!culturallaffinities!that!developed!during!the!Russian!Enlightenment!
under!Catherine!the!Great,!lalperiod!during!which!thelcourtlat!St.!Petersburg!was!at!
thelcenterloflliberal!thought.!!Riasanovsky!notes,!“By!1850,!and!even!more!by!the!
timelofINicholas!I’s!death!in!1855,!the!simple!faithlin!the!principles!of'the!Age!of!

Reasonlandlinlenlightened!despotism'had!been!left!far!behind.”35!lIn!the!more!strict6

34lInterestingly,!thellovelherelis!figuredlas!love!for!thelmasculine!lgendered!“fatherland.”!!

35INicholas!Riasanovsky,!Alpartingloflways:!governmentland!theleducated!publiclin!Russia,!
180161855!(0Oxford:!Clarendon!Press,!1976),!251.!



lylbureaucraticthierarchylinstituted!by!Nicholas!l,!alnew!culture!was!taking!prece6
dence.!Inlresponselto!thelheavyéhanded'tactics!of!Nicholas’!secret!police!force,!the!
so€called!Third!Division,'which!was!tasked!with!rootingloutlintellectuallopposition!
tolthelautocracy,!the!culturalland!artisticldevelopment!of!the!lcountry!was!retarded!
and!by!thelend!of!the!period,!“the!politicallandscape!wasnot!onlylinhospitable!to!
newlideas,laslislusually!the!caselinlanlestablished!society,!but!remarkably!bare!of!
anylentitylfrom!whichnew!ideas!might!grow.”36!In!this!climate!thelold!alliances!be6
tween!thelserviceleliteland!the!gentrylwerelfraying.!"Thelintellectual!component!of!
bureaucratic!service!lwas!deéemphasized!and!thelidealoflservicelitselflbecame!passé!
among!the!gentry.!

! INadimovlis!depicted!as!lalmember!oflthelelitelwho'has!chosen!to!takelon!the!
thankless!tasksloflthe!provincial'bureaucrat.!'By!reviving!patrioticldiscourseland,!
moreover,!byloverlayinglitlon!thelromantic!subplot,!Nadimov!becomes!albridge/be6
tween!theldisaffected!eliteland!the!Russian!government.!!Even!more,linlexploring!
how!Nadimov!might!lcome!to!reconcilelhisloccupation!aslalbureaucrat!with!the!fact!
ofthisnobility,!Sollogublis,linleffect,!seekinglalcompromise!for!those!who,!like'him,!
sought!tolcombine!thelroleslinlrealllife.!Moreover,!Nadimov,!in!devoting'himself!to!
service,'has!given!lup!the!potentiallto!pursue'his!creativelinstinctsland'his!“positive”!
qualities!towards!alcareerlaslanlartist.!'Indeed,!thelcountess’'misrecognition!of!
Nadimovlis!caused!by'herlown!failure!to!discern'her!former!swashbuckling!corre6

spondentlin!the!form!oflthe!ldomesticated!bureaucrat.!'The!bridge!between!thelelite!

36!Victor!Ripp,!“Turgenevlasla!Social!Novelist”lin!Literatureland!Society!in!Imperial!Russia,!
ed,'William!M.!Todd!(Stanford,!CA:IStanford!University!Press,!1978),!1254.!



and'the!bureaucracy!thuslinvolveslalchoice!between!the!creativelurge,native!to!
thoselwith!“positivelqualities,”!suchlaslartistsland!scientists,!and!thelresponsibility!
to!ldemonstrate!“utility,”!theltrue!duty!of!thelcivillservant,!Sollogub’s!“bureaucrat!by!

virtueloflaction.”!

! Thus,!thelresolution!of!thelconflictlinherent!in!Nadimov’s!pastland!presentlis!
amicrocosm!of'the!moral!conflictbetween!thelaristocrat!and!the!civil!'servant,!'but!
also!between!thelauthorland!bureaucrat.Nadimov,lin!rejecting!both'his!past!and'his!
positivelvalues!for!thelnegativelvalueloflutility,!makes!alchoice!for!the!Civil!Service!
andlagainstlintellectual'work.!"'Thelnew!values!implicitlin'the!bureaucratic'hero!are!
thelvalueslof!“action”!thatlislin!tension!with!thelintellectual!quibbling!lof!the!author!

andintellectual.!!!

What,!then,!would!thelsuccessfullliterarylinstantiation!of!thelnew!bureaucrat6é
ictherollookllike?!Nadimov’s!prefhistory,lvery!muchllike!that!of!thelaristocratic!Sol6

logub,linvolved!succumbing!to!Byroniclwanderlust.!!!

from!Italy,!from!Egypt.37!

This!prefhistorylalsolsuggests!certain'tropes!oflliterary!selfécreation!presentlin!the!
Romanticleraland!which,naturally,!attached!to!thoselliterary!aristocrats!for'whom!
travellacross'thellittorallwas!feasible.!!As!Carl!Thompson!noteslin!relation!to!the!

'l(

tropelof'the!“suffering!traveller,”“[he]...suggests!albroader,!deeperknowledge!lof!the!

37!Sollogub,!Chinovnik,!37.!



world,!and!albroaderland!deeper!selfknowledge,!and!algreaterlawareness!of!thelex6
tentloflone’s!selfédisciplineland!one’s!physicalland!mental'hardiness.”38!!

! [fttheladditional!biographicalloutlines!of!Nadimov’s!pastlare!meant!to!bur6
nish'hislaristocratic!credentials,!theylarelalsolredeployed!aslevidencelof!Nadimov’s!
conversion!tolsettled,!professionalladulthood.!For!Pushkinland!Lermontov,!as!well!
as!for!thelotherlauthors!oflthe!lRomantic!period!in!Russian!letters,'Romanticism!rep6
resented!what!Elizabeth!Allen'has!identified!as!the!basic!conflict'between,!“thelat6
tractionsloflthe!simplellife,lwith!thelsecurityland!affectionlit!offers,!and!thelecstasies!
afforded!bylallifelofllibertyland!adventure,!beauty!and!passion,!fantasyland!vision!-!
inlalword,!transcendence.”3°!!In!Sollogub’s!variation,!though,!thelissuelis!decided!
without!theltempestuous!violence!presentlin!Lermontov’s!Hero of Our Timelor!
Pushkin’s!“Prisonerlof!the!Caucasus.”!!Travellislalpretistory!thatlis'related!onlylas!a!
cautionary!maxim!distracting!from!those!“negativelqualities”!that!Sollogubladvo6
cates!for!the'honest!civillservant,laldecidedly,!and,!even!intentionally,lun@romantic!

character.!!In!fact,!as!Lotman!noteslinthis!studylofldandyism!in!Russian!literature,!

ennui.”40lFurthermore,!Lotman!provides!an!example!from!Pushkin’s!correspond6
encelwith!thelpoet!Anton!Delviglabout!Pushkin’slown!brother,'who,!after'becoming!

involved!withlalmarried'woman!and!finding'himselflsaddled!with!large!debts,!went!

38!Carl!Thompson,!The!Suffering!Traveller!and!the!lRomantic!lmagination!(Oxford:!Claren6
don!Press,!2007),1273.!

39!Elizabeth!Cheresh!Allen,!A!Fallen!ldollis!Stillla!God!(Stanford:!Stanford!University!Press,!
2006),125.!
40!Turii'M.Lotman,!Besedy!o!Russkoilkul’ture:!bytliltraditsiilrusskogo!dvorianstvo!xviii!-!
nachalo!xix!vekal(Saint!Petersburg:!Isskustvoéaint!Petersburg,!1994),!1130.!!



to!Georgia,!to!“restorelhis!wilted!soul.”!And!lyet,!Sollogub’s!Nadimov!makes!thelop6
positeljourney.!'Thelkey!tolrestorationlislnot!almovement!towards!thelinternational
periphery,!thelunknown!spaces!of!lEmpire,!but,linstead,!towards!thelinterior!spaces!
oflEmpire,!theldomestic!center.#1!lIndeed,!Sollogublinverts!romanticlconventions!
after!subtlylactivating!them,!thereby!makinglan!attempt!to!/domesticateland!re6
appropriate!thelromantictherolfor!the!Civil!Service.!!!

! Nadimov’slennuildoesnotlarise!from!the!strictures!oflclass!and!service!from!
which!thelearlier'breed!of'romantictheroes!fled,'butlislinstead!alconsequenceloflthat!
verylflight,'which!helhas!rejected.!lflthe!lromantictherolis'made!to!feel,!then!
Nadimov’slnew!bureaucrat!!lsuppresses!feeling!for!the!greater!good.!'Sollogub!re6
appropriates!thelproductivelmodellof!thelromanticlantihero!from!the!1820s!and!
1830s,!butlrejects!the!lGogolian'bureaucraticlantithero.!'Sollogub’s!bureaucratlis!still!
heroic,helsimply!finds'that!servicelrequires!such!heroism!to!be!diverted!to!paper6
work.!!'This,!perhaps,lis'thelorigin!lof/Nadimov’s!patrioticlverve.!lLovelof!country!re6
places,lorlatlleast!displaces,'romanticlconventions!oftlheroism,!violence,!and!passion,!
redeploying!them!as!civiclvirtues!directed!towards!the!fulfillment!oflalgreater!pur6

pose!manifestlinlimperiallservice.!

41!for!the!colonialistiversionlagainst'which!Nadimov’s!ripostelislissued,!see!Susan!Layton’s!
discussion!of!Pushkin’s!construction!oflthelromantic!Orientlin!Susan!Layton,'Russian!Litera6
tureland!Empire:!Conquestloflthe!Caucasus!from!Pushkin!to!Tolstoy!(Cambridge,!UK:!ICam6
bridge!University!Press,!1994),!115!-135.!



Pavlov’s Answer

Thelresponselto!Sollogub’s!play!seems,linlretrospect,lindicative!of!thelloom6
inglconflictbetween!thelradicallcritics!of!the!1860s,!on!the!side!of!theihilists,!land,!
whatl!the!scholar!Charles!Moser'has!described!as!“thelantitnihilistlauthors,”la!group!
oflauthorslincluding!Aleksey!Pisemsky!who!rejected!the!stancelof!thelradicallau6
thorsland!represented!allink!tolthelliberallvalues!of!thelearlier!generation!of!the!
“menloflthe!1840s.”421ISollogub’s!bureaucraticheroism!was!countered'by!alman!faé
miliarlwith!thelgenre,!Nikolai!Filipovich!Pavlov!(1803-1864),!who,besides!being!a!
welléknownlauthor,!waslalcivillservantlin!thelMoscow!court!system.!!Pavlov’s!re6
sponselto!Sollogub’s!play!camelin!the!form!oflaldevastatingly!thorough!pamphlet,!

published!in!1857,titled!“An!Analysis!of!Count!Sollogub’s!Play!The!Bureaucrat.”!'In!

thelpamphlet,!Pavlov!takeslexception!to!the!character!oflthe!bureaucrat!Nadimov!
and,!over!the!courselof'more!than!onehundred!pages,lattacks!thelentireledifice!of!
exposélliterature.!This!body!of'writing,!'moreloflalcivico&didacticlmovement!than!a!
comprehensivelliterary!genre,llacked!thelcompellinglliterary!forcelof!thelincreasing6
lylcomplex!realistinovel.!'But,lexposélliteraturelalso!represented!alnew!attempt!at!
synthesislbetween!radicalljournalism!and!literary!writing.!!
Inlanlarticlelon!the!developmentloflthe!Russiannovellin!thelnineteenth6
century,!thelscholar!Nikita!Prutskovlnotes!the!development!of'the!“person!oflnon6
noblelrank”!(raznochinets)'aslalgeneric!characterlinlliterature,!citinglanlexample!

", |

from!Pavlov’s!1839!story!“Demon”:!“N.F.IPavlov!iwas!onelof!thelfirsttwho!was!able!to!

42!Forlalfuller!discussion!of!thelimportancelofltheselauthors!see:!Charles!A.IMoser,!Antini6
hilismlin!the!Russian!novellof!the!1860's!(London:!Mouton,!1964).!



piercelthelsecret!tortuous!struggleslof'the!poor!manlin!thethistory!of!the!Russian!
novelland!short!story...”43|But!the!story’sltitlelevokes!another!stock!character!in!
Russianlliterature,!the!ldemon,land!in!doing!so'harks!back!tolan!earlier!era.!As!Kristi!
Groberg!writes:!“The!Demon'had!earlier!entered!Russian!Romanticlliteraturelin!the!
‘Demon’!poemslof!Alexander!Pushkin,!'who,!lunder!thelinfluencelof!Goethelsought!
artisticlexpression!forlalprofound!personallexperiencelof!lifeékilling!skepticism,’!
which!was!tolhim!‘thelevilldemon!oflourlage.”” 441!
“Demon”lbeginslin!Andrey!lvanovich’s!study,!lalmiasmic!space!thatlis!de6
scribed!throughlaldetailed!list!oflitslinteriorleffects,!and,!secondly,!through!its!place!
in!Petersburg’s!mythicllandscape.!!The!protagonist,!Andrey!lvanovich,!loccupies!the!
liminal!spacelbetween!the!microscopicland!macroscopiclrealities!of!Petersburg,!that!
is,!between!the!microscopic!sphereloflfetishized!objects!(used!to!construct!personal6
itylinlalworld!where!status!derives!from!alcollation!ofleffects),!and!the!macroscopic!
world!oflthe!mythos,!thelexternallyédefined'monumental'topography!that!occludes!
thelindividualland!magnifies!thelcataclysmic!forces!lbeyondhuman!control.!!!

! Oncelupon!altime!on!the!brightest!night!in!Petersburg,!on!the!
Petersburg!Side,!a!bureaucrat,!about!fortyive!years!of!lage!sat!at!his!

than!thelofficeloflany!court!clerk!in!the!rest!of!Russia.!!Beyond!this,!a!
few!items! proved!that! their! owner!didn’t! just! swim!in!ink,! that! he!
wasn’tlalways!busy!with!affairs;!but!that,!instead,'he!allowed!himself!
to!enjoy!life,!to!diversify'hisloccupations,!that!he!felt!the!necessity!of!
enlightenment!and!a!thirst!for!poetry.!What!struck!the!casuallobservé

43INikita!l.lPrutskov,!“RusskiilRoman!406 0x!godov”lin!IstoriialRusskogo!romanalv!dvukh!
tomakh,led.!A.!S.IBushmin’!l(Moscow:!lzd.!Akademii/Nauk!SSSR,!1962),!1110.!

44 Kristi!A.IGroberg,!“The!Shadelof!Lucifer’s!Dark!Wing:!Satanism!in!Silver!Age!Russia”lin!
Bernice!Glatzer!Rosenthal,!The!Occultlin!Russianland!Soviet!Culture.!(Ithaca:!CornelllUni6
versity!Press,!1997),1127.!



er!especially!was!that,'happily,'he!did!not!read!anything!in!a!foreign!
languageland!thatlhelfed!on!thelworks!ofthisInative!soil;!ergo,he!found!
himselflin!the!exalted!state! of!the! Turk!who!cannot!see! other!men’s!
wives.!!Alnicellittle!Alexander!Column!from!bronze,!a!few!lithographs!
oflRussian!work,!anlissueloflsomeljournallor!other,!twolor!three!tomes!
oflsome!novel'land!a!nightingale!in!a!cage!satisfied!the! whims!of! the!
mind!and!thelheart.!!Despite!thelarrangement!of!the!room,lit!'was!im6
possible!not! to! reprimand! the! enlightened! bureaucrat.! The! column,!
the!lithographs!and!the!nightingale! were,! of! course,! purchased;! the!
books,!judging!by!their!scattered!parts,!were!borrowed:!the!patriar6
chal'habits!were!preserved!in!all! of! their! purity!not!only!by!the!bu6
reaucrats,'butlalso!by!people!more!fastidious,!wealthier,!more!spoiled!
by!the!civic!vices!ofleducation:!no!one!asked!to!carry!your!coat,!and!
everyone!jostles!tolread!your!book.!!I!almost!forgot! to! mention! the!

mostlimportant!decorationslin!theloffice!-!alpileloflofficial!lpapers...4>!
|

Thelfirst!description!locates!thelreaderlin!the!typically!'mundanelenviron6
mentloflthelpetty!clerk,lalwell&defined!topos!that!becamelstilllmoreloveré&etermined!
in!the!lwake!oflGogol’s!/famous!series!of!petty!clerks.!!Andrey!lvanovich’s!officelcon6
tains!thelrequisiteleffectsloflallower@evel!bureaucrat,lalsmatteringloflbourgeois!art!
objectsland!Russiananguage!books!thatlindicate!hislunquestioninglallegiance!to!
the!Nicholaevan!status!quo.!'Theltongue@nécheek!descriptionlactually!works!to!de6
construct!thelprotagonistlaccording!tolaldifferent!setlofthackneyed!Nicholaeven!
conventions.!!The!dearthlof!foreigndanguage!materialslindicates!alnativist!tendency!
thatlexcludes!thelindividual!from!thelcircles!oflcriticalland!intellectual!thought.!'Pav6
loviconsiders!thatlalRussianéheavy!reading!pile'would!producelalcircumscribed!

worldview!that,lin!the!Nicholaevan!era,!reproduced!thelreactionary!tone!of!the!

45INikolay!Pavlov,!“Demon”linlRusskaialromanticheskaialpovest’,led.!V.I.ISakharov!(Mos6
cow:lizd.!ISovetskaialRossiia,!1980),!366.!



heavily!censored!presslappendages.4¢!IThe!bronzed!mementoloflthe!Alexander!Col6
umnlislalmiseenabymelof!Petersburg’s!mythicalltopography;!that!Andrey!lva6
novich!choselfor'his!pitifully!small!collection!oflartlalreplicaloflallocallmonument!
represents!the!myopic/boundaries!ofthis!'world.!!lAndrey!lvanovichlis'not!onlylinsular!
in'his!Russianéness, helislalsolinsular!because'he'happens!tollivelin!Petersburg,!the!
bureaucratic!capital.!!!
But,'beyond!unfashionability,!Andrey!lvanovich’s!officeland'his!loccupation!
reflect!thelstagnant!tendencies!oflthe!Russian!stateland!the!/bureaucracy’sliterativity.!

...Whose!fatelwas!being!decided!under!the'hand!of!some!gray!person,!
inlthe!lcornerloflalcheaplapartment,!by!thellight!oflalstrange!night!and!
albedroom!candle?'Where!was!thelone!lwho!was!being!sought!by!the!
allepowerfulbureaucraticldocument?!On!the!shoreloflwhich!sea,lin!
whichlof!Russia’s!snowfields?!Andrey!lvanovich!was!resolutelyluncer6
tainlexactly!what!thelcase!was!about.!!His!sharp!noselwas!about!tolas6
sumel!the!function!oflalpen;!butlherelhelcamelto,!shook'his'head,!put!
both!handslagainst!the!table,!lifted'himselflup,!extinguished!the!candle!
andlapproached!thelwindow.!!Onl!thel!far!shore,lalgrand!portrait!
flashednow!dark,now!light.!'Herelonelwasl!able!to!stand!for!allong!
time,!to!shiver!before!thelview!oflhuman!power,loflhuman!wealth!and!
oflthelgranitelofithe!North;!lone!mightlwish!to!movel!there,!to!thelother!
sidelof'the!Neva,lintoloneloflthe'houses!that'were,!alllofithem,'more!
spacious!than!thelapartmentlof!lAndrey!lvanovich.!'Butthelwas!not!
concerned,'helglanced!outland!walked!away!with!thelsamel!expression!
with!whichlhelhad!come.!'Heldidnot!'want!to!move!anything,!tolchange!
orlcorrectlanything,lallloflthe!buildings!werelin!their!places,levery6
thing!was!fine,land'he!didn’tleven!want!to!move'himself.!The!correct!
flow!ofllifeland!athabituation!to!regularity,!to!formality,!tollines,!saved!
him!from!unéulfillable!lwishes,!from!harmful!comparisons!ofthimself!
with!thoselaround'him,!of!the!Petersburg!side!with!the!PalacelEm6
bankment;linlalword,!from!the!stupid!tortures!oflimagination.!!

46!Alfullerlpictureloflthe!Russian!reading!publiclofltheleralcan!belgleaned!from!Jeffrey!
Brooks,!When!RussialLearned!to!Read:!Literatureland!Popular!Literature!186161917!(Evé
anston:!Northwestern!University!Press,!1989).!



Thelscenelplayfully'reproduces!Russia’sthierarchies!through!written!and!visual!met6
aphor.!'Thelcompositelcitizen!of!the!Russian!statelislimagined!as!thelnameless!sub6
jectloflalbureaucraticlfile,!Ireduced!tolalpointlon!almaploflalplace!marked!for!thelim6
agination!by!undulating!fields!of!lsnow.!Indeed, lif!thelunknownl!citizen!exists!lonly!on!
thelpaper!thatlrecords'hislidentity,!then!Andrey!lvanovich'himselflcreates!the!third!
dimension!with'his!pen.!lltlislonly!through!thelapplication!oflpen!to!paper!that!the!
contents!therein!takelonlalcertain!form,!that!geographylandlidentity!come!to'have!
any'meaning.!!Andrey!lvanovichlislaccustomed!to!beinglalsortloflinert!prism!through!
which!thellines!oflpowerlareldisseminated!through!the!penland!across!Russia.!lltlis!
through'hislapplication!oflpen!to!paper!that!the!bureaucratic!vision!of'Russialislre6
constituted!acrosslitslvast!distances,ljustlas!thellocusloflpower,!St.|Petersburg,lislre6
constituted!in'miniaturelin'his!office.!'Justlas!Russia/becomes!alliterallextension!of!

thelbody!oflthelautocrat,litslaffairslarelsubsumed!to!the!/body!oflthe!bureaucrat.!

Themext!scenelimplicates!Andrey!lvanovichlin'thelendlessly!selféreflexivelar6
raylof!Petersburg!tropes.!!/Andrey!lvanovich,!caughtluplinlalreverielabout!thelvirtues!
ofthierarchical!stability,!stepslinto!the!room!of'his!scandalously!young!wifeland,!

suddenly!confused,!imaginesthimselflaslanlintruder!threatening'herlvirtue:!

|
...Alman'wasnext!to'her,!alman'in'her'bedroom!!...'This!robber,!

who'had!comelto!sully!the'lhaven!oflinnocencelwith!crime,!this!crimi6
nal'had!climbed!through!the!lwindowlinlorder!to!rob!thelorphan;!but!
thelwide!Bukharalrobe,!fastened!aslit'would!belaround!alproper!citi6
zen,!thelovalloflthe!face,lapproaching!sphericalllines,!expressing!
goodness,!'vouched!for'thellegalitylof'his!daringland!the!puritylofthis!
intentions.!'However,'helstood!justlasliflhelwaslalcondemned!man,las!
ifthis!conscience!was!tormentingthim!!...ICertainly!notlnow,!certainly!
helwould!notlagain!dare!tolapproach!her?!He,!alknight!loflthellivery!for!
twentylyearsland!alfourthéorder'holderlof'the!Stanislav!Cross!!...[Even!
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iflAnna'had!been!on'hislneck,levenlifthislhead'had!been!freeloflgrey!

hairs,levenliflhehad!alstonelhouselon!the!Prospect!4’!
Andrey!lvanovich’s!patriarchallidyll'has!transformed!into!alcrisis!oflidentity.!'While!
his!gaze!directed!both!down!towards'his!papersland!outwards!towards!the!city,he!
islconstantly!caughtlin!the!samel!distorting!lens!that!skews!thelofficial!gaze.!If!the!
subjectlof!the!lbureaucratic!papers!lackslidentity!without!the!mark!oflan!official!pen,!
then!Andrey!lvanovich!mightlalso!lacklidentity!without!thelofficial!lmarks!of!distincé
tion.!'Here!begins!the!process!ofldestabilization,!thelatomization!of!the!selflinto!radi6
callylincoherent!parts.!!'Thelatomization,linlits!turn,lislrealized!as!thelinstantaneous!
recognition!oflthe!barriersloflclass!land!rank!that'hethad!once!taken!for!granted!and!
rationalized!as!a!“habituation!to!lines.”!

Thelexposureloflthese!processes,/however,!lleads!tolalsevering.!'Therefore,!
Andrey!lvanovich!becomes!doubled'as!the!certainties!ofthis!/domestic!domain!are!lde6
stabilized!by!theluncertainties!of'his!status!within!thellarger!spherelofithe!Peters6
burglelite.!lHe!signals!theltransformation!by!referencing!the!discourse!oflrank!and!
hierarchies,!and,!specifically,'his!symbolicllack!of!lalhigher'mark!oflrank!and!prestige!

in'the!Civil!Service,'the!Order!of!St.!Anna.48!!

47'Pavlov,“Demon,”!6.!

48!Andreyllvanovichlis!the!holder!oflthe!Order!of!Stanislav,!thellowest!civillservicelorder.!
Thelrankfevelloflthe!medal,!the!fourth,!was!abolished!in!thelsamelyear...“In!1831!two!Polish!
orders!werelincorporatedlinto!the!system!of!lRussian!ofthonors:!the!Order!oflthe!White!Ea6
gleland!the!Order!of!St.IStanislav...IThe!Order!of!St./Stanislaviwaslestablishedlon!May!7,!
1765'by!King!Augustus!Poniatowski.llAtlfirstlitlconsisted!of!fourllevels,'but!bylalstatute!lof!
1839lonly!threelwerelleft...”!G.V.lVilinbakhov,!Nagrad!Rossii:!/Ordena!(Saint!Petersburg:!Filo6
logicheskii!lFakultet!Saint!Petersburg,!2006),!68.!



The!plotldevelopmentlis!consistent!with!both!madness,!and,!more!to!the!
point,linsubordination:!two!themes!twinned!in!the!bureaucraticlnarrative!that!
Gogol’'lhad!popularized!and!that!Dostoevskylandlothers!would!continuelin!the!
1840s.!!As!thelstory!progresses,!Andrey!lvanovich!begins!tolimagine!thathis!young!
wifelhas!caught!theleyeloflathighranking!bureaucratlinthis!departmentland'helbe6
gins!to!makelobsequious!pleaslin'the'hope!that!he!might!convince!the!powerfullbu6
reaucrathot!to!pursuelthelaffair.!lIn'thelend,!Andrey!lvanovich’sInecklis!lsuddenly!
bedecked!withlalservicelmedal!(the!Order!of!Saint!Annalthat!he'had!imagined)'and!
hisluniform!withlextralstripes!ofloffice,!alcoincidence!solapropos!that!the!reader!
mustlassumel!that!Andrey!lvanovich!has!found!alway!to!turn!thelaffair!to'hislown!
materialladvantage.!!!

Oflcourse,!Pavlov’slversionlis!dismallylunpatriotic.!'The!Russian!bureaucrat!is!
firstlanlunremarkablelautomaton!and!then,!through!the!potential'bartering!ofthis!
wife,!thelpurveyorloflsalacious!venality.!'Pavlov’s!vision!oflthe!rotting!moralledifice!
ofltthe!bureaucracy!doesllittle!toladd!to!thelimagelof!the!bureaucratleitherlaslalposi6
tivelcharacter!or,leven,las!convincing!victim.!Andrey!lvanovich!becomes,at!best,!the!
symbolloflsuccessfullsubversion!of!thelestablished!order,!and!one!who!can!use'his!
liminallstatuslas!alcharacterl!in!the!mold!of!the!“little'man”!tothislown!material'lad6

vantage.!

!
! Nearly!twentylyearslafter!the!publication!of!this!story,'Pavlov’s!pamphlet!

criticizing!Sollogub’s!The!Bureaucrat!opens!with!alblisteringlindictment:!

!
Say,!'why!do!good!intentions!and!noble!purposelfailltothelp!write!a!
good!comedy?!...lwelshould'begin!with!anlexpression!oftheartfelt!
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thanks!to!thelauthor!oflthe!lcomedy!The!Bureaucrat,'released!aslalsep6
arate!pamphlet!thelother!day.!!
Tolthis!lcomedy!welarelindebted!for!soulésaving!contemplation.!!
Weldolnot'hide,however,!that!to!thislisladded!not!allittle!pining!and!
much!regret.!'Whatlalgrand!comedy!it'imightthave!been!!What!a!
charming!work!we'havelbeen!denied!!Why!waslitlnot'bought!forth!in!
that!form!in'whichlitlshould'have!been!christened?!
! And'happiness!was!so!close!"!

Sollogub’s!theatrical!farcelisimixed!generously!with!the!sortlof!didacticism!
thatlwaslalfeaturelof'thelemerging!body!oflexposélin!Russianlliterature.!!Sollogub,!a!
representativeloflthe!“men!oflthe!1840s,”Icontinued!tolengage!with!radical!
thought.>°!However,'hislunconventionallapproach,!'which!drew!from!comic!tropes!of!
thelliterary!/bureaucrat!butlalsoltried!to!recast!the!bureaucratlinla’heroic!mold,!was!
bound'to!belunpopular!with!radical!critics.!Suchlauthors!and!editors!as!Dmitry!
Pisarev,!Nikolai!Dobroliubov,!Nikolai!Nekrasov,!land!Nikolai!Chernyshevsky,!carried!
out!polemicallattacks!that!castigated!the!sortlofllightlaristocratichumor!that!lan6
chors!Sollogub’s!play.!'Theselauthors!werelunited!in!their!criticism!of!the!men!of!the!
1840s!and!“impatient!with!the!'words!without!deeds!approach,’believing!that!the!
time'had!comelfor!‘definitelaction.”51!!

! Both!Sollogub!and!Pavlov!seem!aware!oflthe!forces!pushing!factions!of!the!

literarylelitelin!different!directions,land!towards!different!genres.!'Pavlov!indicates!

49INikolay!Pavlov!“Razbor!Komedii!Grafa!Solloguba!Chinovnik”!(Saint!Petersburg:!tip.\Kat6
kova,!1857),I56.!

50!As!Charles!Moserinotes,!“In!the!1840’s!thelrevolutionaryland!radicalltradition,!to!thelex6
tent!thatlit!lcouldlexistlunder!the!pressurelofINicholas’'welléestablished!regime,!was!still!
largelylin!the'hands!oflthelnobility.”!Charles!A.IMoser.!Pisemsky:!A!ProvincialRealist./(Cam6
bridge:!Harvard!University!Press,!1969),!15.!

51!Ibid.,!15.!



thatlcomedy!suffers!from!civiclconceitsland!suggests!that!Sollogub'has!strayed!from!
hislliterarylantecedentslin!lorder!to!blow!with!the!politicallwinds!of!the!Reform!Era:!!!

Allloflour'misfortune!comes!from!the!bureaucrat!Nadimov.!'Helkilled!
thelcomedy,'he!threw!the!lRoman!togalof!Catoloverlit,!land!then'he!
himselflstepped!forward,!lunconcernedly!overshadowing!thelother!
characters.!!Anlamusing!work!oflart,!muffled'by'his!loud!oration,!was!
deprived!oflitsmatural!character!landnow!appears!beforeluslinlalman6é
gled!form.!'Welwerelready!to!smilelalsweet!smile,'but!welare!told:!I!
am!notlaljoke,!I'am!notlalcomedy,!I'am!anlact;!I'havelalserious!direcé
tion.’2!

Thus,latlexactly!thelmoment!that!thelliterary!men!of'thelradicallleftwere!critiquing!
theleffectiveness!oflciviclrolelmodelslin/lliterature,lotherlestablished!literary!figures!
werelchallenginglanylattempt!to!reinterpret!the!popular!legacylof'thelliterary!bu6
reaucrat’lhanded!down!from!anlearlier!generation.!!However,!the!lpicturelisimore!
complicated.!Instead!of!simply!disavowing!the!civicltrends!inlexposélliterature,!Pav6
lovlultimately!proposeslalsubstantive!critiquelofINadimov’s!“negativelqualities,”len6

gaginglin'thelprocessloflserious!criticism!oflalgenre!thathe!seemed!earlier!to!dis6

miss.!

How!doesloneltakelit!forlallaw...ithat!man...Ican!bring!truelutility!
throughnegative!qualitieslalone?!And!whatlarelnegative qualities?
Thislis!the!fulfillment!of!the!formal!law,!mandatory!responsibilities!
dictated!from!without,!the!fulfillment!lunder!fear!of!punishmentlorlin6
ducement!through!retribution,!landnot!from!impulses!within!oneself,!
not!fromlinternal!motivation.!Neither!society!nor!thellaw!can!demand!
fromlalpersonlanything!butlnegative!qualities;lonelcannotlorder:!Love!
thelwork!thatlyouldo!!Sanctify!work!throughlyourlinternalllife,!ladd!
somethinglolyourself!tolit!!Share!alpieceloflyourlownlintellect,'belalge6

52'Pavlov,!“Razbor!Komedii,”!17.!



certainlallotted!timeland!with!alcertainlnumberloflsteps...and, if’he!

passes,!belsatisfied.!
I

No,!Mr.INadimov,!lon!the!contrary,leverywhere,!atlevery!step,lin!
alllrelations!alperson!needs!positivelqualities,las!only!by!theselcan'he!

personlaslaldolllwholraiseslitsleyesland!nodslitsthead!only!'when!you!
pulllits!string,!bylyour!theorylaboutnegative!qualitieslyou!kill'his!lca6

everylfeelingloflfreedom!from'his!thoughtland!from'histhand.!'Don't!
busylyourselflforlnothing,!don't!say!to’him:!don't!take!bribes...butthe!
willlnotllisten!tolyou.>3!
Pavlov'has!comelallonglway!towards!defininglalpositivelrubric!for!the!bureaucratlin!
literature.!Pavlov'slimaginary!bureaucrat!'would!belalcharacter!devoted!to!self6
improvementland!industry,!traitsinotltraditionallylaligned!with!thelaristocracy.!ln6
deed,'Pavlov's!bureaucrat,lextended!to'his!logicalllimits,!mightleven!resemble!the!
nihilistic!character!of!lBazarov,'whom!Isaiah!Berlin!describeslinlan!essay!on!Tur6
genev's!Fathers and Sons:!“He!(Bazarov)!believeslin!strength,'will@power,lenergy,!
utility,'work,linlruthless!criticism!oflall!lthatlexists.”>4!
Indeed,!Pavlov!and'hislimplicit!formulation!oflanlideal!bureaucrat!are!caught!
between!generationallfrictions!and!do!not!satisfy!thelcritics;!the!“men!oflaction”!of!
the!1850s!would!not!settlelinto!thelaestheticloflcivicland!political!productivity!that!
Pavlovlenvisions.!!Pavlov’s!critiquelof!Sollogub!forlimaginatively!grafting!thelideals!
oflthe!1840s!onto!the!Reform!period!was!tolbelcastlasidelin!turn,las,laccording!to!the!

'l(

anarchist!Mikhail!Bakunin’s!formulation,!“thelentire!rotten!structure,!the!corrupt!

531Ibid,,'125&9.!

54Isaiah!Berlin,!“Turgenev!and!the!Liberal!Predicament”lin!lvan!S.ITurgenev.!Fathers!and!
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old!'world,![that]!must!belrazed!to!thelground,'before!somethingnew!can!be!built!

uponlit.”>>!

! Pavlov’s!criticallengagement!with!thelcharacter!of!INadimov!and!with!what'he!
seeslaslaldangerous!and!uncriticallciviclapoliticism!compounds!thelliterary!debate.!!
In!descrying!Nadimov’s!character,!Pavlov,!despite'hislearlierlefforts!to!thelcontrary,!
introduceslalcriticallrubric!by!which!allloflthe!“littlelmen”!of!Russian/literature,!in6
cluding!Pavlov’slown!creations!in!“The Demon,”!might!participatelin!thelnew!litera6
turelof'the!Reform!era.lJudged!against!Pavlov’slimplied!rubric,!Sollogub’sInew!bu6
reaucraticltypelfailslon!several!counts.!Sollogub's!Nadimov!strives!toloperatelas!an!
honestlaristocrat!within!the!governing!structure.!'But,!lany!attempt!to!'make!
Nadimovlintolalcontemporary!bureaucraticthero!was!problematic!for!reasons!'that,!
surprisingly,'havelnearlylas!much!to!do!with!thelliterarylaffinities!oflthe!Pushkinian!

dandyloflthe!1820s!as!with!thenihilist!revolutionary!oflthe!1860s.!!!

The!Dandylis!the!hero!oflemptylelegance.!'He!does!not!strive!to!
makelalcareerland!thislitselflislenough!to!dishearten!thoselaround'him!
and!draw!attention!to'himself.!!Helrises!uplagainst!the!ruleslaccepted!
by!society;linlsomelsenses'helisleven!alrevolutionary,/butthis!revolu6
tionlis!thelrudeness!oflanleducated!person,!rudeness!on!theledge!of!
thelacceptable;'his!lbehaviorlislalwayslaldog!whistle,!butlanlelegant!
doglwhistle...AlDandylislanlimpeccable!stylist,!asserting'hislindividu6
ality!bylalllavailable!means...”>6!!
|

Anymewl!civiclherolwould'have!to!pass!theltest!that!thelradicallcritics!proposed!for!

literary!protagonists:!that!they!strive!tolchangenot!only!the!llaws!but!the!governing!

55!Ibid.!
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systemlitself,!that!they!belalconstant!rebuke!to!the!mores!oflalconservativelsociety!
and!demonstratelunwaveringlidealism!in!the!pursuitloflradical!lconceptions!ofljus6
ticeland!equality.!The!Alexandrinian!dandy!represented!a'threat!to!thelold!order!
based!on'his!relentless!individualism,'and!themihilist,'based!on'his!relentless'!ideal6
ism.!!Nadimov!met!neither!of!these!criteria.!
Interestingly,!Sollogublwas!alprimelexampleloflaldandylinlliterary!circles,!one!
whoselaristocratism!challenged!even!Pushkinland!raised!irelof!thoselauthors!who!
werelforced!to!practice!their!craftlas'working!professionals.>7!!As!Andrey!Nemzer!
notes,!“Sollogub’s!most!distinguishing!feature!was'his!doubleness: aldoubleness in'his!
attitude!towards!sociallnorms:!thoughloutwardly!ranking!them!very'highly,!Sol6
logub!constantly!showed'himself'to!belaldisturberloflnorms.”>8!His!/bureaucrat, !then,!
islalmostlalliterary!reconciliation!of!Sollogub’s!dualities,!aldandy!who'has!been!rec6
onciled!to!thelspiritloficivic!duty!through'alphilosophy!oflself@abnegation.!!However,!
selftabnegationlin!the!pursuitloflciviclduty!was!not!lalproposition!that'wouldnormal6
lylattract!theldandy,!that!“impeccablelstylist,lasserting'hislindividuality!by!all!
means,”ljustlaslit'would!notlattract!the!radicallidealist!of!thelera.!
Nadimov’snegativelqualities!seem!to!be!thelrenunciation!oflan!earlierlindi6
vidualism!in'the!mold!of'the!dandy,!the!spiritual!/forerunner!of'the!nihilist.!'Sol6

logub’slattempt!to!reconcilelthe!processualldrudgeryloflthe/bureaucracy!with!the!

57!“Literary!dilettantismlislalvariablelhistoricallphenomenon:lisolated!inlonelepoch!and!
widespread!linlanother.!Sollogub’s!mask,loriented!toward!the!Pushkinian!era,!turned!out!to!
belunnatural,!manneristic,!land!foreign!to!thelepoch!of!Belinskyland!Nekrasov.”!Vladimir!Sol6
logublilego!glavnaialkniga,led.!Andrei!Nemzer.!(Moscow:!lzd670!Kniga,!1980),!12.!
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clamoring!for!reform!among!the!Russianlintelligentsialis!in!/fundamental!disagree6
ment!with!theldirection!of!lcontemporary!criticism,!which!/demanded!popular!politi6
callactionland!notlalconflatinglof!thelnationallinterest!with!the!prerogatives!oflad6
ministrativelservice.!'lPavlovlis!trying!tolintegratelaldifferentnarrativelinto!thelexpo6
sé!movement.!'His!candidates!forleffective!lbureaucratic!protagonistslarelenthusiasé6
ticlabout!thelchance!to!manage!thelreformsleffectively!from!their!stations!in!Russia’s!
sprawling!bureaucracy.!'Pavlov’sllanguagelis'doomed!to!failure!because'his!positive!
qualitieslarelmeant!tolanimate!thelinfernal!machine!that!thelnew!men!oflliterature!
arelintentlon!disassembling.!!
Pavlov’sllanguageloflaction!quickly!becomesl!allanguage!oflinstitutionallagé
grandizement.!/Thelidealoflpositivelqualitieslis!lproposed!aslalsimple!Hegelian!binary!
resembling!the!masteréslaveldialectic.!!In'thisliteration!the!bureaucratlachieves!con6
sciousness!'when'helrealizes!thatthis!contribution!to!the!statelalso!grantsthim!alstake!
in'the!moralloutcomeloflitsladministrative!duties,'and!therefore!refuses!bribes!of’his!
ownlvolition.!!
Thelprojectltolsalvage!thelfigurelofithe'bureaucrat!for!progress!and/literature!
was!doomed!to!failurelby!the!developinglethos!oflradicalism!in!literatureland!criti6
cism.!!As!thelscholar!EvgeniilLampert!writes,!“They!(radicals)!cared!little!for'meta6
physicalldisputes!and!were!prone!to!lpuncturelidealism.!"They!laughed!at!every'kind!
oflsoulfulness,lat!the!marvelous,!thelrecondite,!and!the!precious.!!'Theylaimed!delib6

eratelylat!cultureland!socialldemocratization.!Inlevery!possible!way...they!wished!to!



prove!thatimen!werehot!rarefied!spirits,/butimade!of!flesh!and!blood...”>?!Sollogub’s!
Nadimovlislalrepurposed!superfluous!man,!forlwhom!disillusionmentlis!the!creative!
impetus!tolreimagine!the!possibilitiesloflbureaucratic!service.!In!thelidealized!vi6
sionlof'bureaucracy,'enlightened!bureaucrats!could!belinstruments!of!reform!who!
subsumelthelselflto!thelgreater!good.!'However,!Pavlov’s!depiction!of!the!positive
bureaucratlas!the!soulématelof!thelradicallintellectuallin'his!quest!for!“action”!was!
thellikely!objectloflradicals’laughter.!!!
Pavlov!does!seem!to!senselthis,land!his!presciencelinlidentifying!the!disap6
pearanceloflthe!“private!man,”!the!man!devoted!to!privatelinterests!and!individual6
ism,lis!lcoupled!with'hislirony!towards!Sollogubland'his!ethical!quest!forlalviable!bu6

reaucratic!protagonist:!

Thelprivate!man!disappearsland'beforelus!lappears!alnew!object,!the!
public!man,!devotinglhimself!to!thelservicelof!lRussia,latlhumanlidea,!
called!the!bureaucrat,'alpitiable!creature,!the!most!limited!in!rights!
andladvantages,'but,lall'thelsame,!the!spark!ofigreatness,!'world6
creatingllight,!thelrepresentativeloflalmorallawakening,!lofllaw!and!
truth.'e0!

Thelidea'thatlany!model!could!servelas!thelenginelofltop!down!reform!oflthe!bu6
reaucracy'!was!far!from!any!program!that!thelradicals!might!belwilling!tolaccept,!

muchl!less!that!lsuchlalman!might!represent!Russia’s!morallawakening.!The!positive!

59!Evgeny!Lampert.!Sons!Against!Fathers:!Studies!in/Russian!Radicalism!and!Revolution!
(Oxford:!Clarendon!Press,!1965),190.!
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bureaucrat!too!would!sinklinto'historicalloblivionluntil'thenext!century!and!thelrise!

of'Socialist!Realism.!

Pisemsky the bureaucrat and his One Thousand Souls

[tem!from!bulletinglissued!by!Civil!Service!Authorities:!“Colle6
giate!Assessor!Godnev,!Permanent!Inspector!of!N.IMunicipal!School,!
haslresigned,!retaining!thelright!tolwear'hisluniform!and!receive!the!
pensionlappertaining!to'his!rank.”!Further!on!there!follows:!“Candi6
date!Kalinovichlappointed!inspector!to!N.!School.”...![One Thousand
Souls, part!l,!chapter!1]!

! Broken!morally!and!physically,!Kalinovich!only!decided!to!
marrylagain!becauselhelhadnothinglelse!to!look!forward!to,land!
Nastenka...Igaveluplactingland!became!the!wifeloflalCouncilor!of!State!
chiefly!from!alsenseloflduty..."'The!Captain!was!thelonlylonelwholreally!
enjoyed'himself,lookinglafter!the!'whole'household!and!never!forget6
ting!to!speak!of’hislnephew!and!niecelas!“Their!Excellencies.”![One
Thousand Souls,'postscript]!
! In!thelwakelof!Sollogub’s!playland!Pavlov’slacerbiclresponse,lanotherlaté6
tempt!tolreGmagine!the!bureaucrat!camelin'the!form!of'the!1859novel!One Thou-
sand Souls,'thelauthor!Aleksey!Pisemsky’s!most!lfamous!work.!!It'would!be!the!most!
comprehensivelattemptlaticreatinglalviablelnewlliterary!type,land,!forlalllintents!and!
purposes,!thellastlbefore!the!pendulum!swung!decisively!back!towards!the!Gogolian!
typeloflthelliterary!bureaucrat.!
Aleksey!Pisemsky!(1821!-!1881),!onelof!thenineteenthécentury’s!mostlemi6
nent!forgotten!novelists,'was!bornlin!the!KostromalDistrictlin!the!samelyear!as!Dos6
toevsky,'hisllaterlliterarylrival.!lPisemsky’s!rise!to!/famelcame!aboutlafter!several!

abortivelattemptslatlaunchinglalcareerlin'the!Civil!Service.!Indeed, nearing!thelend!

ofthisllife,!inlalletter!to!lvan!Turgenev,'helreflected!with!bitterness!on!the!dimming!
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ofthislliterary!star:!“I'lam!gettinglalong...fairlylwell,'thoughnotlvery'highly:!'to'be!la!
Councilor!of!the!Provincial!Directorylat!thelage!of!46lisInolvery!great!pleasure!for!
one’slselflesteem!-!Ithad!thelvery!samelrank!15lyearslago.!!Butlanyway!l!deserve!this!
punishment:liflthadn’t!put!my!trustl!in'Russian!Literature!but!had!stayed!in!the!civil!
servicelinstead,!I'wouldn’t!be!suchlan!lunimportantlindividual.”61!!!

In!the!meantime,!Pisemsky'had!builtlalliterary!career!forthimself,!thelcrown6
inglheightsloftwhich!werelattained!after!the!publication!of!One Thousand Souls'and!
which!lasted!roughlyluntil'the!publication!ofhis!1863!“antiéihilist”novel!Troubled
Seas,'whichlearned!the!derision!oflthelleading!radicallcritics!land!resulted!inlalpro6
longed!period!oflcritical!disfavor.Throughout'his!career!Pisemsky!made!a!point!of!
quarreling!with!both!radicals!and!conservatives!land!moved!from!journal!toljournal.!!
Theleclipselofthislliterary!starinecessitated'his!return!to!the!bureaucracy,!thoughot!
with!thelrank!he!lwouldhave!preferred.!!Helapplied!on!severalloccasions!for!the!lpo6
sitionloflcensor,lalmovelthat,!Moser!writes,!“...was!clearly!motivated!in!part!by!liter6
arylinterests,!sincelsuchlalpostlwould!combinelalsteadylincome!with!an!lopportunity!
to!superviselthelliterary!production!ofithe!day.”®2!He!served!outthis!days,'however,!
inlthe!Moscow!Provincial!Directory,'where'heleventually!gained!the!rank!of!Court!
Councilor!(Nadvorny Sovetnik!-!seventh!oflfourteen!in!the!Table!of!Ranks).!

One Thousand Soulsbegins!and!ends!with!/Imperial!lRussianlobsession!with!
nomenclature.!'Thelnovellrevolveslaround!the!tribulations!of!the!provincial!school6

master!Kalinovich,!tracing'hislfirst!faltering!stepslaslanlaspiring,'though!ultimately!

61!Moser.!Pisemsky,!145.!
62!llbid.,!1446145.!



unsuccessful,!'writer,to'his!fraught!transition!to!the!highest!ranks!of!the!civil!service.!!
Coddled!by!thelgentryland!succored!by!locallopinionlin!the!provincial!town!where!
helliveslaslalbachelor,!Kalinovich!seduces!and!then!spurns!the!daughter!of!thelold!
schoolmaster,!leading'her!to!ruin,'when!she!follows'him!on'his!foolhardy!sojourn!to!
forgelalliterary!careerlin!St.!Petersburg.!'Then,!through!the/machinations!oflalcor6
ruptlaristocrat,'Kalinovich!makes!an!ladvantageous!though!lambivalent!marriage!to!a!
wealthy'heiress,!'who!promises’him!aldowryloflfifty!thousand!rubles!(though!she'!has!
anlincomparably!larger!estateland!one!thousand!souls,!to!boot).!!Propelled!quickly!
through!thelranks!by'hislnewfound!statuslaslalwealthy'hereditary'nobleman,!Kali6
novichlabandons'hislliterary!'work!and!begins!alquick!climblup!the!lladder!oflimperi6
allsuccess,!reaching!thelrank!of!State!Councilor,!and,!eventually,!the!position!of!Vice6
Governorlin!thelsamelregion!'wherelhelbegan'his!career.!!Suddenly!freed!from!the!
burdenl!oflensuring'hislown!material!lcomfort,!Kalinovich!becomes!alscourge!oflcor6
ruption.!!But,!driven!bylinner!/demons!and!increasingly'reckless,!Kalinovichlis!finally!
defeated!through!the!collusion!oflthe!llocal!gentryland!thelvenal!bureaucracy.!

! Themovelbeginslandlends!with!laformulation!oflrank,!suggesting!aljourney!
narrativelup!thelcareer!ladder!oflthe!Civil!Service.!llndeed,!Pisemsky’sInovellseems!
tolbelanlinstallmentloflwhatthas!been!described!as!an!“odd!subégenre!oflthe!Bild6
ungsroman,”!which!Juliette!Rogers!calls!Berufsroman,lalplaylon!the!German!word!for!
career,!suggestinglalplot'moreldirectly!concerned!with!careerism!than!with!the!

broaderlarcloflemotionalland!psychological!ldevelopment.t3!Pisemsky!mixes!thelex6

63!Whilelscholarly!descriptions!of!the!Bildungsroman!diverge,!the'nineteenthécentury!Ger6

manl!scholar!Krauselbriefly!ldefined!the!genre!thusly,!“thelintellectualland!social!develop6
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coriating!civiclanger!of!Russianlexposélliterature!with!the!more!lexistential'themes!
commonlin!French!“career!novels”!suchlas!Balzac’s!The Bureaucrats,'Stendhal’s!Le
Rouge et Le Noir,lor!Flaubert’s!Sentimental Education.!!!
! Themovellseemslalmost!to!parody!the!bildungsroman.!'By!suspending!Kali6
novich’s!character!arc/between'’his'mention!inla'bureaucratic'missive,!listed!as!“can6
didate!Kalinovich,”landhis!finallinstantiation,!as!anlalreadyempty!bureaucraticlpe6
riphrasis,!“His!Excellency,”!thelintervening!development!seems!alsimple!progression!
alonglalcareer'trajectory;!Kalinovich’s!moralland!professionallevolution'has!been!
reduced!tolanlempty!rhetorical!gesture.!'Thelnovel’s!plotlis!driven!bylalseries!of!
wrenching!morallchoices,!each!resultinglinlaltragic!failure,!but!the!final!/denouement!
re@inscribes!thelexpected!genericloutcomeloflprofessionallsuccess,!leaving!thelchar6
acter!with!thelpyrrhiclvictorylofthis!preeminent!rank.!"The!lchasm!between!thelout6
ward!marks!oflKalinovich’s!success!and!thelauthor’s!depiction!ofthis!lultimate!moral!
defeatlexposes!thelemptiness!oflrank!aslalsignifier.!!!
Defeated!politicallyland!morallylexhausted!by!thelend!of!thelnovel,!Kalino6
vich'has!made!severallsymboliclcrossings.!Kalinovich’slnamelitselflsuggests!the!po6
tentiallvalencelof!“crossing”lin!thelnovel.!lWhilstimostllikelylevocative!of!thelverb!
“kalit’,”'meaning!“tolverbally!thrash,!severely!scold...”¢4litlalso!carries!thelconnota6

tionloflttemperingland'hardening.!'Thelnamelis,!as!well,levocative!of!“KalinovIMost,”!

mentloflalcentrallfigurelwho,lafter!goingloutlinto!thelworld!and!experiencing!both!defeats!
and!triumphs,!comes!tolalbetterlunderstandingloflselfland!tolalgenerallylaffirmativelview!of!
thelworld.”!Juliet!Rogers,!Career!Stories:!Belle!/Epoque!Novels!of!Professional!'Development!
(Penn!State!University!Press,!2007),!43.!!!
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alfolkloric!Russianlinstantiation!oflthe!mythic!Styx!that!separates!thelworld!of!the!
living!from!thatloflthe!dead.!!Kalinovich’sljourney!does,!inlsomel!ways,!seem!to!mir6
ror!the!movement!fromllifelto!death.!'Kalinovich’s!marriageéféconveniencelto!the!
heiress!Polinalis!theloccasion!for!thelnearfulfillment!oflalseeming!death!wish.!!Flee6
inglhislweddingnight,'Kalinovich!wanders!forthours!through!thelcity!and!finally!
chargeslrecklesslylinto!thelsceneloflanlapartment!fire,!savinglalyoung!woman!from!
thelflames!but!disappointed!atthis!failurelto!dielin!thelattempt.'Thelnext!chapter!
opens!severallyears!later!with!Kalinovich!raised'high!in!thelranks!andnow!anlambi6
tious!viceégovernorland!fearless!crusaderlagainst!provinciallcorruption.!'Thislis!the!
third!professionalland!psychologicalliteration!of!Kalinovichlin!the!space!oflalnovel!
thatltraces'his!rise!from!idealistic!schoolmaster,!through!budding!authorland!starvé
inglartist,!to!provinciallgovernorland!the!rank!of!State!Councillor.!!!
Kalinovich’s!spirit!seems!to!ldimlinlinverse!proportion!to!the!material!success!
thatthelachieves.!'Kalinovich’s!progressively!successful!climb!up!the!professional!
ladderlislexpressed!aslalfallinglaway!fromllife;lindeed,in!the!final!scene!welfind!Ka6
linovich!!“Likelalwounded!eagle.”¢5!!As!Pisemsky!detailedlin!alcontemporary!letter!to!
thelpoet!(and,!later,!censor)!Apollon!Maikov;!!
[ldon’tlknowlifI'velwritten!youlabout!the!main'idealof!thenovel,!butlin!
anyl!case,herelitlis:'whateverlone!might!saylabout!ourlage,'whatever!
other!privateloccurrences,lits'mostlimportantland!distinguishing!dié
rectionlislalpractical'one:!to'makelone’s!career,!tolestablish!onelin!a!
comfortable!lway,!to!provide!forlone’slownlexistenceland!thelexistence!

ofthis!progeny!-!theselare!thelidols!to!which!the!heroloflour!time!
bows,!@and!alllof!thislislwellland!good...,'but,!the!thinglis,!the!man!who!

65!Aleksey!F.!Pisemsky,!One!Thousand!Souls,!trans.!Ivy!Litvinov.!(Westport,!Ct.:IGreenwood!
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treads!this!path,not!glancinglover'this!shoulderlor!stopping!tollook!
around,'will'have!to'killlall'thatlisimostnoble!within'himself,!all'those!
justlnecessities!oflthe'heart,!land!then,'when'helhas!reached'his!goal,!
helalmostlalways!sees!thatlhelis!striving!towards!empty!pleasures,he!
sees,'that!for!thelentiretylofthisllifelup!to!that!point,hethas!been!a!
scoundrel,!and!for!Godé&nows6what!reason!”66!
Here,!Pisemsky!returns!us!to!the!question!oflpositiveland!negative!qualities!so!prevé
alentlin!the!debate!between!Sollogubland!Pavlov.!!In!thislinstance!positive!qualities!
arellinked!to!conscienceland!ethicallaction,versusnegative!qualities!associated!with!
careerismland!greed.!"Thelpath!to!professionallsuccess'has/been!won!at!thelexpense!
oflconscience.!'Pisemsky’s!conception!oflpositiveland!negative!qualities!leads!the!
readerlalong!the!morelrecognizably!dialectical!path!oflgood!and!evil,lemphasizing!
the!moral!lcompromiseslattendant!on!successlin!the/beau!monde!of!St.!Petersburg,!
and!the!morallvictoryloflmodestyland'honest!professionallanonymity.!!!'The!journey!
nevertheless!depictslalphilosophicalljourneyloflselfédiscovery.!'Thelselfédiscovery,!
though,!consistslinlultimate!disillusionmentland!thelrealization!that!worldly!success!
islbased!onlalrejection!of!conscience.!!!
Despite!Pisemsky’s!protestations,!radicallcritics!believed!thatlanylattempt!to!
portraylanlenlightened!bureaucrat,'no!matter’how'his!character!flaws!are!parsed,!
represented!dangerous!recidivism.!Oflthe!few!post@evolutionary!monographs!and!
articledength!studies!thatthave!been!writtenlabout!Pisemsky,!mostlare!tasked!with!

defendinghim!from!thelfrequent!criticism!leveled!atthim!by!the!thenéeditor!of!Sov-

remennik!Nikolay!Dobroliubov.!However,!LidiialLotman’s!studylof!One Thousand
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Souls!focuseslinstead!on!Pisemsky’slengagement!with!thelideas!land!polemics!of!the!
so€called!“gradualistlliberal”!lcamp!thenl!ascendant!in!Russian!letters.!IThe!gradualist!
liberals!were!progressives!who!supported!incrementallreform!from!above,las!lop6
posed!tolthelmorelextremelviews!loflboth!thelconservativelrecidivists!and!the!radical!
leftists.!Gradualist!liberal!positions!were!represented!bylalwide!swath!of!Russia’s!
culturallelite,lincluding!lvan!Turgenev,!Mikhail!Saltykov,!Ivan!Goncharov,!Lev!Tol6
stoy,land!other!cultural!figures!'who!cameloflagelin!the!Nicholaeven!period.!!!

As!Lotman!notes,lin'thelfivelyearslover!which!thenovellwas!written,not!only!
did!Pisemsky’s!conception!oflthenovel’s!lpurposelaslalgenre!change,!so!did!thelentire!
politicalledificelon!'which!thenovel’slideational!content!was!based.t”!!lflthe!1840s!
had'beenlaltime!for!politicalldisengagement,!the!military!cataclysm!oflthe!defeat!in!
the!Crimean!War,!'which!lasted!from!1853!until!1856,!changed!theltrajectory.!The!
pressinglchallengeloflreform!in!Russialand!thelturn!towards!almorelliberal!politics!
andlalfreer!presslaugured!alrenewed!impetus!towards!broader!civic!participation,!
notlonly!from!thelposition!oflliterature,/but,!from!positions!within!the!government.!

IGiven!thislnew!stateloflaffairs,!Pisemsky’s!desire!to/demonstrate!the!fatelof!a!
typicallrepresentativeloflthelyounglintelligentsialmeant!turning!this!characterlaway!
from!the!dream!oflalliterary!careerland!towards!a!positionlin!the!bureaucracy.!!As!
Lotman!writes;!

The!growthlof!thelemancipation!movement,!the!preparation!of!peas6
antlreforms,!thelreéstructuringlofithe!governmentlapparatus,'and!also!

67!Aleksandr!Mogilianskiilnotes!the!same!changelinharrative!direction,'butlattributeslit!to!
Pisemsky’s!lgrowinglawarenessland!alprotoocialistlawakeningloccurringlinthim!sometime!
in!1856.!A.1P.IMogilianskii,!Pisemsky:!Zhizn’liltvorchestvo!(Moscow:!LIO!Redaktor,!1991).!!



thelweakeningloflthe!cudgelloflcensorshiplopened!before!thelwriter!
[Pisemsky]!thelreallopportunity!for!thenarrativization!of!the!fate!ofla!
young!manlstriving!towards'honestland!prudentlactivitylin'the!field!of!
government!service.68!

Pisemsky’slliterary!striverlbecomeslalbureaucratic!striver,!driven!by!thelsame!crea6
tiveldemons!thatlanimated!thelliterary!men!of'the!1840s,'butlnow!repurposed!and!
rededicated!to!the!lworklofladvancinglalprogressivelagendalwithin!government.!
Perhapsl!disillusioned!with!the!politicallimpotencelof'thelliterary!men!from!the!pre6
vious!generation,!Pisemsky!reiterates!the!point!bylintroducing!Zykov,!another!“man!
oflthe!1840s,”lan!loverworked!journalleditor!slowly!dyingloflconsumption.!!!
However,leven!though!therelaroselan!“entirelliterature,'ladvancing!the'honest!
bureaucratlaslalideal'hero,”®®!suchlalprotagonist!'was!anluncomfortablelfitlwith!the!
Zeitgeist!'The!comingloflreform!proved!anlimpetus!to!the!pursuit!oflgovernment!
servicelbyluniversity!graduates.!'But!the!most!vocal!coreloflthelliterary!elite!led!by!
the!l“new!men”!was!waryloflreform!orchestrated!by!thelgovernmentland!believed!
instead!inlopposition!and!resistance.!!'As!Lotman!notes,!Pisemsky!disappointed!the!
radicals:!“Itlturnslout!that!theltypicallrepresentativelofithe!radicallyouth!in!Pisem6
sky’slnovellwasnot!tolbelalrevolutionary,lin!principlelrulingloutlalcareerlin'thelser6

vicelsolasnot!to!strengthen!thehated!order!of!things,'but,!instead'helis!alcareerist!-!

68!Lidiia!M.!Lotman,!“Pisemsky!-IRomanist”lin!Istoriia!lRusskogo!romanalv!dvukh!tomakh!
ed.!G.IM.IFridlender!(Moscow:!lzd.!Akademii!Nauk,!1964),12:164.!

69!lIncluded!in!Zubkov’slarticlelexamining!the!spateloflliterary!workslappearinglon!this!
themelin!the!mid!1850s!arelexamples!from!contemporary!theatricallrepertoire:!K.!u.!
Zubkov,!"“Roman!A.IF.!Pisemskogo!Tysiachal!dushlilp'esy!o!chinovnikakh!vtoroi'lpoloviny!
18506kh!godov”linlRusskaialLiteratura!4!(2009):1956106.!



an!‘administrator’!striving!to!servehonestly.”’0IThelissuelfor!thelradicals!seems!to!
belrelated!to!the!perception!oflverisimilitudelin!the!Russian!realistnovel.l!lAs!dis6
cussed!earlier,'Russianlliterature'had!reached!alcrossroads!'wherein!the!choice!to!
institutelaldidacticlrealism!in!thelserviceloflradicallsocial!lchange!was!at'hand.!!Niko6

lai!Dobroliubov!and!thelradicallcritics!guided!Russian!authors!towards!this!style,!

but’!at!what!cost?I||||IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHHHII”HHllllll|IIIIHIIIIIIHIIIHIIHIIIIlllHHIIIIIIIIIIHHHIHIII||||HIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHHIIIIIIllllllIHHHHHIIIIIHHHH

Dobroliubov!was!dismayed!by!Pisemsky’slattempt!to!reimagine!the!“little!
man” character!not!simplylaslanlironiclantithero,!butlas!alcomplex!and!tragiclpro6
tagonist.!!lConcerned!with!thelsocialltypes!from!which!Pisemsky’s!characters!were!
drawn,!Dobroliubov’s!criticism!seemslaimed,limplicitly,!at'Kalinovich’s!professional!
loyalties.!'Dobroliubov!was!distressed!that!thelreader!oflalrealist'novelloflthe!1850s!
could!be!drawnlinto!thellifeloflalraznochinets!character,!lonly!to!find!that'heleventu6
allylbecomeslalbureaucratic!grandee.!'Thelrags@oériches!subplot,'leven!though!de6
signed!tolexposel!thelimmoralityloflrankéworship (chinopochitaniie)'and!the!perils!of!
assimilationlinto!the!ruling!class,!operateslacrosslaldangerous!chasm,!allowing!the!
reader!to!“follow”!Kalinovich!across!class!andlideological!divides!and!tolidentify!
withlhis!struggle!tolreform!the!provincialltown!of!“Ensk.”!!As!thelscholar!Alexander!
Mogilianskiilwrites,!“[Dobroliubov]!saw!in![- Thousand Souls]!athomily!to!small,!pri6
vatelreformsland!improvementslin'thelrottingledificelof!the!feudal!'monarchy!and!
thereforelrelated!tolitlwithlopen'hostility.”’1!IThe!projectloflre@ashioning!thelliter6

ary'bureaucrat,la'task!thatimightlotherwise'havelbeen!met!withlinterest!from!the!

70!L.ILotman,!“Pisemsky!-IRomanist,”!154.!

71Mogilianskii,!Pisemsky:!Zhizn’liltvorchestvo,!53.!



literary!world,!'was'hampered!by!thelincreasingly!polemicallatmosphere!in!Russian!
criticism.!!!
Pisemsky’slattempt!tolredeem!the!bureaucrat!from'his!traditionallliterary!
rolelasleither!Gogolian!phantasmagorialorlas!lackadaisicallknave!was!met!with!sus6
picion.!!It'lwasnot!“small,!privatelreforms”!that!Dobroliubov!found!threateninglin!
themselves,litlwas!theldangerous!precedent!that!thelemergingnovel!form!would!
findlalway!tolintegratelalgradualist!politicallideologylintolitsinarrative!structure.!!In!
Kalinovich,!Dobroliubov!wanted!to!see!thelcharacter’s!frustration!with!the!system!
and!philosophicallopposition!to!the!feudallorderloflaristocratic!Russia,'butthe!could!
notlbelievelinlalcharacter!'who!found'himselflinlalposition!to!ldo!somethinglabout!it!
from!aldesk!in!St.IPetersburg.!Kalinovich’sljarring!triangulation!into!a!position!of!
powerl!seemed!believablelas!cynicallpolitics.'lHowever,!that!such!cynicism!could!
bringlabout!structural!changelin!the!/bureaucracy!seemed!unlikely.!!Despite!Pisem6
sky’slre6rvorkinglof!Kalinovich’s!careerist!trajectory!tolignitelalcivicltrend!in!the!
Russian!novel,!Pisemsky’s!protagonist!failed!as!almodel!for!futurelliterary'heroes.!
Pisemsky’slattempt!tolrecalibrate!the!movement!towards!politicallcompromise!
within!the!Russiannovellwas!unsuccessful,!land!the!Russian!/bureaucrat!was!re6
turned!to'hislancillary,land!deeplylambivalent,!rolelas!stock!enigma.!!!
However,lin'the!failed!compromise!that!Pisemsky!seeks!between!progressive!
sociallchangeland!the!structurallrealities!of!lRussian!society,lone!can!glimpse!the!
possibilityloflanleven!larger!failed!project.!'Lotman!suggests!that!Pisemsky’smovel!
describeslalpotentiallway!forward!for!thelraznochintsy!from!which!thelexpanding!

bureaucracy!waslincreasingly!drawn.!Pisemsky’s!treatment!of!Kalinovich’s!trans6



formationlinto!the!scourgeloflentrenched!interests!offerslalway!for!radicals!tolen6
gage!withlhislliterary!project.!'Far!lfrom!advancingla!“homilyloflsmall,!private!re6
formsland!improvementslin'thelrottingledificelof!the!feudal'monarchy,”Pisemsky’s!
novellinstead!poseslalquestion!with!more!farGeaching!sociallconsequences.!!As!
Moser!posits,!“Pisemsky![asks],lislitlpossible!forlalsingle!reformer,'however!wealthy!
and!powerful,!'to!prevaillfor!longlagainst!the!mores!oflalcorrupt!society?!Thelanswer!
(for!Pisemsky)lis!clearlyno.”72!lIflthelanswerlis'no,!then!Pisemsky’s!project!might!
havelfound!morelcommon!ground!with!thelradical!critics,'had!they!realized.!!lf,!as!
Pisemsky!mightlhavelsuggested,!the!problem!of!Russialstemmed!from!anlen6
trenched!network!oflcorruption,!then!thelradicals’lmervous!reaction!to!civicllitera6
ture!mightthavelbeen!misplaced;!thelsystem!would!continue!to!blunder!along!to6

wardslitslunhappy!fate!with!or!withoutlalfictionallarray!oflmodel!bureaucrats.!!
|

The!three!competing!visions!oflthe!reformed!bureaucrat!treated!in'this!chap6
terlall!positlaltepidlidealism!thatlislalways!determined!by!its!proximity!to!power.!!
Sollogub’slvision!of!“negative”lagency!for!the!bureaucrat!seemslan!admission!of!the!
bureaucrat’s'thralldom!to!the!prerogatives!ofthierarchical!lpower,lyetlitlalsolbrings!
to!mind!the!positionlof!'thelwriterlin!thelwakeloflthe!censorship!terror.!Sollogub’s!
accidentallphilosophyloflnegative!qualitieslas!thoselunspectacular!and!'workaday!
qualities!voidloflselféexpression!seems!almostlalparody!of!thelsortloflauthorial!strat6
egies!thatlallowed!them!to!publishlin!the!journals!oflthe!Nicholaeven!period.!!Sol6

logub’s!model!for!the!successfullbureaucratic!servantlof!Russialislalso!the!model!for!

72Moser,!Pisemsky,!89!



thelpublishablelauthorlinlan!eraloflstrict!censorship!laws!and!alwatchful!secret!po6
lice.!!!

Nikolai!Pavlov’s!defenseloflindividualism!and!positivelagency!reflects!the!
thawl!in!Russia’s!censorship!regimeland!thelephemerallturn!towards!reform.!'Pav6
lov’slcriticism!ofINadimov’s!bureaucratism!andnegative!qualities!represents!a'turn!
against!thelincrementalist!politicsloflthe!progressives!of!thelprevious!leraland!sug6
gestslalsearchl!forlaccord!with!thelradicallcritics.!'Pavliov’sthopelthat!thelprogressive!
momentlin!Russian!politics!might!find!anlanswerlinlalnew!sort!oflliterary'hero!
seems!tolsuggestlalneed!forlalliterary!compromiselbetween!thelconservativelangst!
of!Sollogub’s'bureaucratic'heroland!thenihilisticlresistance!tolany!sortloflciviclhero!

onlthelpartlof'thelradicallcritics;thowever,!Pavlov!produced!nolexample!ofthis!lown.!

! Thelfinalllargeéscalelattemptlat!reimagining!the!bureaucratlas!alworkable!
civiclhero!was!One Thousand Souls.!'"Pisemsky’s!syncreticlattempt!toltreat!the!disen6
chantmentloflthe!1840s!through!thelpurgativelofliciviclengagementlin!the!1850s!re6
sultedlinlalseriously!flawed'hero,!who!could!nothopel!to!contain!the!contradictions!
inherentlin!thelcombination!oflthe!bureaucrat!and!thelauthor.!'Pisemsky!upset!both!
conservativesland!radicals,'and'hisinovel!signaled!thelend!of!the!short!rehabilitation!

oflthelliterary!bureaucrat.!



Chapter II

M- KING THE BURE- UCR- T B- N- L - G- IN:

THE 1860s-70s

88. Only in government service does one come to know the truth.!
! dKoz'ma!Prutkov.!“Aphorisms”!!

59



In!1874!thelpopularimonthly!Russian!Antiquity!(Russkaia starina)!published!

alselection!of!the!diaries!of!thellongédeceased!Chairman!oflthe!Foreign!Censorship!
Committee!Alexander!Krasovsky.’3!The!publication!of!the!diaries!land!the!peculiar!
introductory!biographicallsketch!by!Krasovsky’s!former!secretary!Alexei'Ryzhov!af6
firmed!!that!the!bureaucrat!was!thelfocus!oflintenselliterary!and!culturallnegotia6
tions!with!consequences!notlonly!for!the!direction!oflliterature,!but!for!bureaucrat’s!
placelin'the!Russian!psyche.!

Russian!Antiquity!'was aljournal!devoted!to!“historicallwritten!monuments!

and'thelevents!oflrecentleras,”la!feature!that!theljournallapparently'highlighted!to!
parrylcriticismslof!politicalland'historical!prejudice.”#!However,!publishing!such!
formsloflpersonal literaturelas!letters,!diaries,!notes,!and!found!documents!oflvari6
ous!sorts!meant!that,!becauselof!the!material’s!labsent!context,!publishinglit!could!be!
tendentiouslipso facto,leven!withoutlany!indication!of!political'lbent.!Censorship!dur6
ing!thelreign!of!Nicholas!llintroduced!suchluncertaintylinto!thelliterary!world!that!
all'formsloflliterature!lwere!suspect.!Even!private!writing!wasl!liable!to!detection!and!
confiscation!by!thelauthorities,!and,!thus,'was!oftentimes!marked!by!guarded,!even!

Aesopian!language.’>!Thelliterary!scholar!Lev!Losevlinviteslus!tolimagine!situations!

73!His time in the civil service amounted to sixty-one years,

741“Obzor!pervogoltrekhletiialRusskaia!Starina”!Russkaia Starina 8!(September,!1873):1364.!

75!“...An!Aesopian!textlwilllmakelitslway!successfully!from!author!to!readerliflwhatlislinlacé
tuallfactlan!Aesopian!devicelis!perceived!by!thelcensorlaslallapselin!thelauthor’slcommand!
ofthis!craft!(asinoiseloutsidelthe!lcompetenceloflthe!censorship)land!by!thelreaderlas!thelex6
presslindicationloflan!Aesopian!textlwhichlawaits!decoding.!!The!skilllof!the!Aesopianlau6
thorllieslin'hislability!tolarrangelsuch!alsuccessfulltransaction.”!Lev!Losev,!On the Benefi-
cence of Censorship: - esopian Language in Modern Russian Literature!(Miinchen:!0.!Sagnerlin!
Kommission,!1984),!44!-145.!



“whenl!the!Author,'wholfullylunderstands!the!system!of!taboos!(i.e.,!the!lcensorship),!
determines!tolanticipate!the!Censor’slintervention:!dispensing!with!alnumber!of!di6
rect!statementslin!theltext!land!with!the!straightforward!depiction!of!certain!details!
oflrealllife,'helreplaces!them!with'hints!and!circumlocutions.””¢!Thus,!the!conditions!
oflinvasivelcensorship!mightthavelinfluenced!even!thelintimatelliterature!loflprivate!

chroniclersland!correspondents.!

Thelarticle!provideslalglimpselinto!the!process!oflthelliterary!selfécreation!of!
thelbureaucracy,!thelwriting!/by!and!about!bureaucrats.!'Butlislalso!serves!to!re6
arrangelreaders’lexpectations!ofthierarchyland!bureaucratic!dignity,las!it!posthu6
mously!reéordersthierarchicallrelationships,!placing!thelamanuensis!above'hisimas6

ter,laltaboolactloflinsubordination!that!censorship!was!partly!designed!to!suppress.!

Alexander!Krasovsky!was!bornlin!1780!and!rose!from!the!position!of!
chancery!translator!for!the!Academy!of!Sciences!tolcensor!in!1821,!and!served!as!
chairman!of!the!Foreign!Censorship!Committee!from!1832untilthis!death!in!1857,!
havinglattained!thelrank!of!privy!counselor!(tayni sovetnik),'the!thirdhighest!rank!
onlthe!Table.”7!lIKrasovsky!was!lalmemberl!of'the!lAcademy!of!Sciences,!and!wrote!
severallarticleslabout!the!/Russian!Library,las!welllas!albook!about!the!lAcademy.!!
Krasovsky’slcensoriallcareer!'was'hopelessly!'mired!in!details'and,!oftentimes,his!re6

sponses!werelcaustic:!“The!majoritylofthislcomments!and!edits!carry!the!character6

76!lbid.,!6.!

77“Krasovsky,!A.L.” in Sotrudniki Rossiiskoi Natsional’noi Biblioteki - Deiateli Nauki |
Kul'tury: Bibliograficheskii Slovar’ (St.\Petersburg:!tip.'RNB,!1995),1208.!



isticsloflpettiness!and!quibbling.”’8!Beyond!this,!Krasovsky!seems!to'have!been!
largelylignored!by!posterityluntillthe!publication!of'the!diaries!twentylyears!after!
his!death,!and!evennow'helremains!a'historical!/footnote,!lan!arché@ureaucrat!and!
literary!caricature.”?!!IThelentrylon!Krasovsky!in!The Great Soviet Encyclopedia
(Bol’shaia Sovetskaia Encyclopedia) simply!reéublishes!Ryzhov’slevisceration!ofthis!

formerlemployer!verbatim:!

A.LKrasovsky!-lalchild!ofthis!times,'woven!from!a!fabric!that!seemed!
to’him!to!belin!ldemand;!this!'was!an!"official'man"!aslit'was!under6
stoodlinlolden!days,'helalwayslapproached'his!officiallprey!with!a!
heightened!senselthatlneverlfailed'him.!'Everythinglabout'him!was!
therelon!the!surface!forlall!to!see;hislbody!and!soullin!aluniform;'his!
piety,!thelorthodoxy!of’histhuman!feeling,!service!-lalllof!thislwas!cut!
from!an!official!cloth...80!

Krasovsky!the!manlislimmediately!lreduced!to!the!most!recognizableland!grotesque!
versionlof'thelhapless!bureaucrat,!an!image!longlago!staked!outlinlliterature!by!
Gogolland!familiar!to!readers.!!At!thelcenter!of!thelconceitlis,Inotlaccidentally,!the!

metaphorloflclothland!clothing.!!Possibly!the!most!/famous!depiction!of!the!Russian!

78!A.Il.IMansurov, “Krasovsky!@8Tsensor,!1823” Russkaia!Starina 8!(1872):1584.!!

79!Thelhistoryloflinterpreting!the!censorshipthas!llong!focused!on!what!censors!delete,!land!
not!'what!they!write,lalthough,lin'many!cases,!theirlexploitslin!“literature”!werenotluné
known.!!Krasovsky’s!censoriallwritings'had!attracted!attention!during'hisllifetime,!in!fact.!!
His!censorialldisputelwith!thelpoet!Valerian!Olin![1788!-!1841]!over!the!poem!“Stansy!k!
Elize”becamelalsensationlafter!thelnotes!werelspread!around!St./Petersburglinimanuscript.!!
Amonglother!marginallnotes!laddended!to!thelcensored!poem,!we!find!the!following!“At!
yourlfeet!lsometimes!the!songlof!thellyrelislcomposed”!Itlis!sinful!land!demeaning!for!a!Chris6
tian!tolsitlatlalwoman’s!feet.”land!“!“Whatlis!thelopinion!ofiman!tolme?!Your!sweetlvisage!
alonelislworth!more!tolme!than!thelattentionloflall!theluniverse.”!Thislislanlexaggeration;!in!
theluniversel!therelarelalsoltsars,land!legitimate!governments,!thelattention!oflwhich!must!
belvalued,laslwell.”!A.IM.ISkabichevskii,!Ocherki Istorii Russkoi Tsentsury (Moscow:!Tipo6
grafiial“ObshchetsvennaialPol’za,”11892),1179.!

80!'L!IA.IRyzhov!"Alexander!lvanovich!Krasovsky"!|Russkaia Starina 4!(1874):1110.!



bureaucratlis!Akaky!Akakyevich!Bashmachkin,!the!poor!titularécounselorland'hero!

of!lGogol’s!The Overcoat:!!

No!matter’how!many!directorsland!administrators!cameland!went,'helwas!
alwaysl!seenlin!the!lsamelplace,lin!the!lsamelshape,lin'thelsame!position,!the!
same!bureaucrat!for!correspondence,!so!thatleventually!some!werelcon6
vinced!that'helhad!comelinto!thelworld!already!completely!suited!for!this!po6
sition,!inlanlofficialfrockécoat!and!with!albald!spotlonthisthead.81!

For!Bashmachkin,!allackloflagencylis'the!foundation!of!the!generic!character!of!the!
“little!lman,”!alcharacterllostlin!the'bewildering!matrix!oflalrepressive!state!machine!
and!menaced!by!the!monstrous!specter!oflalFrankensteinécity.!For!Krasovsky, !the!
lackloflagency'hintslat!the!bureaucratic!constant!oflform!over!substance,las!welllas!a!
further!contention!by!thelbiographer:'namely!that!Krasovsky!lacks!an!element!of!
humanity,!that!Krasovskylislalvessellanimated!bylaluniform,!alsynecdochelof!the!
state.!!Here!thelroleloflthe!censorshiplin!thelliterary!economy!of!Russialis!called!into!
question.!Thellifeloflthe!censorlislreduced!to!moments!oflabsurdity,'approaching!a!

Gogolian!absolute.!!

Ryzhov’s!biographical!sketchlislreplete!withlexamples!of!Krasovsky’s!zeal!for!
bureaucratic'busywork,!and!oflhumorous!(and!possibly!spurious)!momentslillus6
trating!Krasovsky’slrampantleccentricities.!Eachlanecdote!seems!to!follow!a!basic!
narrative!lpattern.!!Krasovskyllacks!thelanimatinglinterests!oflalprivatellifeland!thus!
eachlofthislhabitsland!customslis!seemingly'based!instead!on!someladministrative!
taboo.!Krasovsky’slinteractionslinvolve!thelapplication!of!censorship!to!the!privacy!
ofltheleveryday.!Inlonelanecdote,'Krasovsky!discovers!thatlalsubordinatelhas!taken!

81!bid,!112.!



onlalyoung'housekeeper,lalcertain!lAnna!Kuzminishna.!!Since!the!subordinate!lives!in!
algovernmentlapartment,!Krasovsky!takeslitlupon'himself!tolinstruct!the!man!in!
morality!land!savelthelgovernment!from!possible!scandal./Whilelin!thelapartment,!
Krasovskylalsolnotices!albook!from!thelcensorshiplofficeltaken!inlviolation!of!the!
censorship!code:!“I'found!albook!onlyour!windowsill.!'On!thelwrapper!there!was!a!
notelin!pencillthatlitlwaslonlylapproved!with!exceptions.!!Don’tlyoulknow!thatlacé
cording'to!thelrules,!clerkslarenotlallowed!to!read!any!books!except!fullylapproved!
ones...”82llWhen!thelsubordinate!protests!that'helhas,!indeed,!eliminated!theloffend6
ingltext,land!thuslislreadinglalselfécensored!version,!Krasovskylis!satisfied,!prompt6
ing!thelfollowinglobservation!from!thelauthor:!“Itlwasleasy!toloutwit!Krasovsky!no!
matter’how!absurd!thellie!(through'hislownlabsurdity,loflcourse,'helinvited!lit),lex6

cept!formatters!oflchastityland!adultery.”83!!

! Krasovskylislable!tolextend!the!boundaries!oflbureaucratic!prerogative!from!
thelpublic!to!the!private.lKrasovsky’s!duties!aslalcensor!oflbooks!arelupended!by'his!
dutylaslalcensorloflbodies!and!souls.!'Thelcensorship!violation!is!leftlunexamined,!
andlyet,!“Thelofficial'matter!of!lAnna!Kuzminishna”thas!been,!welare!told,!“long'held!
inlthelarchives!oflthe!Foreign!Censorship!Office.”!!The!Censorship!Officelbecomes!a!
repository!for!“officiallcases”!dealing!with!censurable!peoplelandnot!with!censura6

ble!books.!!

82!bid,,!113.!
83!bid., 114!



Thelcensor’s!trueleffectivenessl!laylinthislability!to!read!between!thellines, !to!
confront!thelwiles!of!lAesopian!language,!thatlis,Inot!to!be!“misled!easily.”!In!thislin6
stance,'Krasovsky!fails,landlisInot!only!far!from!anlideal!censor,'helis!far!from!an!
ideallreader.!Whenl!finally!confronted!with!alpotentially!problematic!text,!thelcensor!
islincapablelof!performing'is!true!function.!!Itlis'this!basiclinconsistency!thatlis!re6
peatedlagainland!againlin!the!biographicalltext:!misapprehension,!misidentification,!

and!unquestioningnaivetélin'the!pursuitloftheavyéthanded!bureaucratic!zealotry.!!!

! Thislarticlelwasllikely!lostlinlalsealof!print:!the!Central!lAdministration!for!
Press!Affairs!(Glavnoe upravlenie po delam pechati)!approved!over!500new!publica6
tions!between!1865!and!1870.841But!Krasovsky’slcomic!debutlin!literature!was!
seeminglylrepresentativeloflallarger!trend.!!The!bureaucrat,lalways!alcontested!figé
urelin!Russianlliterature,'had!swung!between!comicland!tragic!roles.!!However,!as!
thelReform!Eralcamelto!thelend!and!was!supplanted!by!alperiod!oflreactionary!re6
trenchment,!thelexcitementlof!progressiveland!liberallelementslin!societyland!the!
press!was!tempered!by!the!prospectloflalreturn!to!the!politicsloflthe!Nicholaeven!
era.l'Thelbureaucrat,!longlalbellwether!oflthelattitudes!oflliterary!society!towards!
thelstate,!lwasnow!undergoing!alfurther!transformation.!Iflthe'bureaucrat!of!the!
1870s!waslidentified!with!the!lrepressivelstate!machinery!thatlincreasingly!recalled!
the!Nicholaeven!eraloflthe!1840s,!thenlitlwaslinlalqualitatively!different!'way!that!

reflected!the!/dimmed!enthusiasmsloflalpublic!disenchanted!by!the!paceloflreforms!

84!However,linlthelperiod!following!this,!between!1871!and!1875,!thelnumberlofljournals!
denied!officiallapprovaljumped!by!nearly!300%.!'Periodicheskaia!pechat’li!tzensura!Rossi6
iskoillmperiilv!1865!-11905!gg.!Sistemaladministrativnykh!vzyskanii,led.!M.A.!Benina!(Saint!
Petersburg:lizd.!Nestordstoriia,”!2011),!128629.!



and!anlintellectuallclass!thathad!lost!the!focus!that'had!animated!itlin!the!Agelof'lRe6
form."®!IThelliterary!characters!oflthelnewlera,las!the!phantasmagorical!Koz'ma!
Prutkov!and'the!characters!of!Mikhail!Saltykoviwould!demonstrate,!lechoed!those!of!
thelpast,/butlinlalfaint!tone!ldenuded!of!thelexistentiallurgency!of!Gogol’s!characters.!!
If'thelnew'eralwas!an!eralof'the!banal!then!the!bureaucrat,'and!all!those!that!shared!

alcommon!grammar!with'him,!werelits!primary!proponents.!

The'headylyears!oflreform!and!lunprecedented!civiclengagementlin!social!
questions!primed!Russian!society!forlalnewly!politicizedliterature!thatimoved!be6
yond!thelhidden!meanings!and!Aesopian!language!oflthe!previous!era.l!lAlnew!theme!
emerged!inlwritinglabout!bureaucrats:liflbureaucrats!could!figurelas!contributors!to!
thelliterary!sphere,!then!only!in!terms!that!portrayed!them!as!graphomaniacs,!and,!
worse,laslwilling!soldiers!oflanlautocratic!reaction.!'Theleralengendered!alsense!of!
banality!marked!bylalturn'to!reaction,!alprofessionalltendency!towards!mystifica6
tion!reflectedl!inlanlobsession!withlinscrutable!detailland!anlinsensibility!to!the!llarg6
er'themeslandlissues!oflthe!day.!ITwolof!thelfigures!that!suffered!from!this!trend!
werelthe!bureaucrat!and!thelauthor,'bothlof'whom!'had!been!at!the!forefront!of'the!

public!ldebateslin!the!Age!of!lReform.!

ITheltwilightlofithe!Reform!Eralcastlalpalllover!all!civic!questions.!'Without!

thelsociallquestionslintroduced!by!theldebatelover!serfdom,lor!thoseloflpress!free6

85!However,litimust!benoted!that,!as!Zhuk!claims,!“approximately!from!1844!albroad!“sa6
tiricalleffervescence”linlliterature!madelaltangible!qualitative!shift,”Inoting,!further,!that!
mostloflthe!major!postéGogolian!satirists!icamelto!prominencelor!deterimined!theirlliterary!
careers!within!themext!fivelyears,!thatlis,!during!the!heart!ofINicholas’lreign.!AllalAleksan6
drovnalZhuk,!Satira Natural'noi Shkoly.\(Saratov:!lzdévo!Sarat,!1979).!



dom!and/judiciallreform!that!'were'hotly!contested!through!the!mid61860s,!civiclde6
batesllost!thelenergetic!formatlin!'which!they'had!continued!since!Alexander!lI’slin6
vitation!tolopen!thelquestion!of!serfdom!toljournalism!in!1857.8¢!!INow,!journalists!
andlauthors!'who!soughtltoltreat!social!lquestionslin'theirlwriting!werelincreasingly!
open!tolthelattacksllike!thelone!that!Saltykovl!leveled!against!them!in'his!comiclnovel!
“The!Diarylofla!Provinciallin!Petersburg”!(Dnevnik Provintsiala v Peterburge);!jour6
nalism,lin'hisleyes,'was!/becominglever!morelselféeferential,!petty,landlirrelevant,!

overshadowed!and!outmaneuvered!by!thelreactionary!political!forces.!

! Thelevolving!roleloflcensorshiplalso!played!alpartlin!defining!the!popular!imé
ageloflboth!the!bureaucracyland!theljournalistsland!authors!who!found!themselves!
writing!without!the!perverselcertainties!that!thelold!system'had!granted!them.!!
Along!withlalrashloflreforms,!Alexander!lI'hadlushered!in!lalnew!eralof!lcensorship!
thatlnowl!placed!thelonus!of!the!lcensorship!law!on!thelauthor!and!publisher.!!'This!
systemlislknownlas!“postéublication” censorshipland!afterlitsladoption!in!1865!vio6
lationsloflits!letter'lbecame!publiclrecord!and!felllunder!the!purview!of!the!judiciary.!!
Under'!this!system,!journals!werelallowed!three!“administrative!warnings”!before!
thelcensor!couldlissuelalsix!monthlinjunctionlagainst!publication.!'Journals!could!see!
their!publishingllicenses!revoked!iflsubsequentllegallaction!found!that!they!werelin!

violation!oflcensorship!regulations.’®7!!!

86!Anleventltriggered!by!the!Nazimov!Rescript,!discussed!in!chapter!l.!

87!Forlalfuller!discussion!of!thelimplications!of!the!change!to!thelcensorship!laws!see:!Peri-
odicheskaia pechat’i tzensura Rossiiskoi Imperii.l15!-136.!



Though!censorship!wasnollesslirksome,lalong!with!thelold!system!oflcensor6
ship!gonelwere!the!mystiqueloflthe!secretlcommittees!formed!tolcombatlliterature,!
from!the!Buturlin!Committee!that!fought!the!specterloflradicallliteraturelin!the!lwake!
oflunrestlin!1848,!to!Alexander!ll’simaligned!“Triumvirate”!( Troemuzhie),!created!to!
corrallthe!press!with!promisesloflofficial!favor.88!!Alreview!of!theladministrative!
“warnings”lissuedlin!thelearly!1870s!provides!alwindow!into!thematureloflcensura6
ble!material.!'Therelonelcan!find!allist!oflinjunctions!againstljournals!that’had!mis6
represented!the!work!of'the!Forestry!Administration!orlillegally!cited!Darwinism.!!
Now!subject!tolalpredictable!punitivelsystem!and!competinglinlanlever!morelcom6
petitivelpublishinglenvironment,leditors!lbecamelarguably!morelrestrained!than!
they'had!beenleven!before!the!censorship!reforms.!!As!theljournalistland'historian!

Alexander!Rosenberglobserved!whenl!recalling!the!system!laterlin!the!century:!

! In!fact!this!turned!thelregularlevening!censorship!review!into!a!
summaryland'hasty!provisional!censorship!review!oflall!thelarticles!
slated!for!thelupcomingledition.!!And!while!the!censor...didnot'have!
thelright!to!crossloutlalsingle!word,'he!could,'however,'halt!thelentire!

allcensorship!without!thelbenefitloflrevision!was!altruly!medieval!
punishment.8°!

88!Alexander!Nikitenko!waslasked!to!servelas!secretary!to!thislcommittee,!which!consisted!
oflthel!following!three!members!(thus!thelwitticism!originating!with!the!poet!Tiutchev):IN.!
A.Mukhanov,!A.V.|Adelberg,!land!A.E.!ITimashev.!INikitenko!warns!that!the!lcommittee!was!
formed!lin!thelspiritlof!thelreactionary!Buturlin!Committee!founded!by!Nicholas!I!to!tighten!
censorship.!'Thelcommittee!waslintended!tolexertlgovernmentlinfluenceloverlpress!affairs,!
butthad!been,!laccording!to!Niktenko,!poorly!chosen!for!the!task;!“If![the!lgovernment]'had!
beenltryinglon!purpose!to!choosel!thelleast!capablelpeoplelfor!thisljob,!then!they!couldnot!
havelsucceeded!any!better.”![24!December!1858]!Nikitenko,!Dnevnik,!11:50!

89!Periodicheskaialpechat’liltzensura!Rossiiskoillmperii.!32!



Through!alprocess!oflreform!intended!tolrestrainlit,!the!process!oflcensorship!might!
havelattained!what!thelprevious!decades!oflintellectuallgendarmeriethadnot,!alpli6
antlpress.!lIndeed,as!thenational!mood!shifted!towards!disengagement,!so!did!the!
willingnesslof!the!lpress!tolactively!contest!questions!oflsocialland!political!reform.!!
Thelresultinglennuilin!society!becamelaltopic!forlliterary!discussion,!land!another!

pretensel!to!prod!the!bureaucrat!in!print.!

Chapter!1lexplored!thelbrieflmomentloflrespite!for!the!bureaucrat!that!came!
inlthellate!1850s!when!the!morallimperativeloflthelreform!of!lserfdom!necessitated!
imagining!the!governmentlofficiallaslalpotential!positivelhero.!'Thelend!of!the!Great!
Reforms,however,!saw!thelrenewallof!the!‘champions!of!Gogol’,”lwho!were!“disaf6
fected!raznochintsy'withno!senseloflsecuritylin!their!societyland!noleconomiclor!
cultural'heritage!tollose,”las/both!charactersland!authors.?®!Thelbureaucraticlma6
chineloflthe!Nicholaeven!eralwas'held!in!lcontemptland!the'historylofladministrative!
repressionlof'thelperiod'wasnow!being!reéhashed!by!thoselwho'had!suffered!both!
professionallyland!spirituallylunderlit.'Thelopening!of!thelliterary!conversation!to!
includelprivatelliteratureland!thelvoices!oflthelraznochintsy'expanded!thelliterary!
conversationland,loncelagain,!reécalibrated!the!bureaucrat’s!placelinlliterature.!But!
thelreevaluation!oflthe!bureaucrat!proceeded!apacelwith!thelreevaluation!oflthelen6

tire!panoplylof!publiclinstitutions,land!writers!suffered!along!with!bureaucrats.!

90!Derek!Offord,!“Literature!and!ldeas!after!the!Crimean!War:!The!Plebeian’'Writers.”!in!
Ideology in Russian Literature,leds.Richard!Freebornland!Jane!Grayson.!(London:!Macmillan!
Press,!1990),!49.!



This!chapterlexamines!thelliteraryllegacylof!thelfictional!bureaucrat!Koz'ma!
Prutkov,'whol!waslimbued!by'hislauthors!with!thelaccumulated!vices!of!both!the!
graphomaniacland!thelvenal!bureaucrat.!'Koz'ma!Prutkov!was!a!fanciful!character,!a!
bureaucrat!'who!sought!to!lmakelalname!for'himself,llikelso!many!other!bureaucrats!
oflthe!day,!throughlliterature.!!Andlyet,!the!collective!team!oflauthors!who!created!
Prutkov!succeeds!where!thelauthors!that!theyllampooned'had!largely!failed.!!
Prutkov’s!“posthumous”!collected!works,!mostlylaphorismsland'hackneyed!poetry,!
would!go!through!multiple!printings,!land!Prutkov!continues!to!belone!of!the!most!
quotablelfigures!in!Russianlletters!today.!!Asloneloflthe!mostéead!literarylefferves6
cenceslofthis!time,!Prutkovidemonstrates!thelenduring!popular!appeallof!thelliterary!
bureaucrat,!butlhelalso!representslalreturn!to!the!more!familiarlabsurdist!visions!of!
thelcharacter.!'Prutkov’s!particularlappeals!tolauthority!through'his!bureaucratic!
status,lalmatterloflderision,lalso!lrepresentlalmoveltowards!alnew!focus!on!the!ba6
nalityloflbureaucracylin!general.llf!lGogol’thad!played!with!thelcontradictionslinher6
entlinlalsystem!ruled!by!ranklenvy!tolcreate'his!bureaucratic!protagonists,!then!the!
new!bureaucrat!lembraced!the!contradictions.!!Prutkov’s!claim!oflauthority!by!virtue!
oflrankland!notloflrank!bylvirtueloflauthority!came!to!lsymbolize!banalizationnot!
onlyloflbureaucracy,!butloflthoselin!positions!oflinfluencelinlevery!spherelof!Russian!

life.!

Finally,!the!chapter!turns!to!Saltykov’s!1872Inovel!The Diary of a Provnicial!
(Dnevnik Provintsiala).'In!this!work,!Saltykov!suggests!that!behind!the!driftlin/liter6
ary!discourse!stands!the!bureaucraticlethos!of!Saint!Petersburgland!thelinexorable!

spread!oflits!polluted!language!beyond!the!metropolisland!into!the!provinces.!



Graphomanialspreadsllike!the!flulthrough!thelimpotentlintellectuallcombinations!of!
thelliterary!societylof!“Foamskimmers,”lintentlon,!lamonglother!things,!larguing!forla!
legallstandard!regulating!the!duties!of!street!sweepers.!!When!thellinks!between!the!
“Foamskimmers”!and!“Privy!Councillor!Saltykov”larelexposed,!the!farcelof!the!
“Foamskimmers”ljournalism!becomes!apparent.!In!recording!the!webdikenetwork!
oflrelationshipslacross!thelliteraryland!administrative!divide,!the!Provincial'seems!

tolhave'hitlupon!the!deteriorating!stateloflaffairs!in!'Russian!letters.!!!

Notlonly!was!thelintegrity!ofljournalism!and!literaturelon!thelwhole!called!in6
to!question,!but!thelliterarylidiom!itselflcamelunder!pressure.!!Saltykov’s!satirical!
compendium!of!Projects,!journalistic!contributions!to!civicoéolitical!dialogue,lare!
couchedlin!seeminglylinnocuous!bureaucratese,!land!arelan!lexampleloflhow!bureau6
craticldiscourse!seeped!conspicuouslylintolliterary!forums.!'Thelrash!of!“project6
ism”!displays!thellevellofldissolution!within!theljournalisticlenterpriseland!serves!as!
Saltykov’s!lcondemnation!oflthe!stateloflthelliterary§ournalisticlcommunity,'which!
helpresentslas!growing!convinced!oflthelgreat!publicnecessityloflitslown!banality!

and!philosophical!dithering.!

Thelobservations!brought!togetherlin!this!chapter!representinotlonly!alcon6
tinuationl!oflearlier!trendslin!thelliterary!representation!oflthe!bureaucrat,!butlalde6
parture!from!thelliterarynorms!that!had'heretoforelguided!readers’lexpectations.!!
Thel!bureaucratic!characterl!in!Russian!literature!was!morelfullylarticulated,!span6
ninglalrangeloflvarious!socialland!political!positions.!!The!ranks!loflliterary!bureau6
crats'werelnowl!filled!out!with'high@ankinglofficials,!literary!strivers,land!others.!

Gonelwas'!both!the!metaphysicallconundrum!oflthe!bureaucratlas!“littlelman”!in!
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Gogol’slworklas!welllas!the!constructivelyet!troubled!bureaucratlin'thelciviclgenre!of!
exposéism.!!'Here!to!stay!was!the!lbureaucratlas!thelreactionary!metonym!of!the!Rus6

sian!state.!!

“Glory delights one” - Koz’ma Prutkov and the life of a

bureaucratic mystification

The zealous man in service does not fear ignorance for he reads each new file.
--Koz’'ma Prutkov °!

! Onl!theleveningloflJanuary!8,!1851!alplaylentitled!Fantasialpremiered!at!the!
Alexandrinskii!Theater.!'Thelassembled!beau!monde!included!bureaucrats,'aristo6
crats,!militarylofficers,!land!foreign!dignitaries.!!Alsolin!lattendance!was!Tsar!Nicholas!
[.'Thelplay,!alpasticheloflmotifs!from!the!popularlvaudevilles!of'the!day,!'was!origi6
nally!called!a!“gag6raudeville”!(shutka-vodevil)land'involved!a!“blendinglof!dramatic!
action!with!musicallcouplets...and!alconcluding!moral.”?2IThe!play’slauthors,lhow6
ever,!“Mr.IZhemchuzhnikov!(A.M.)!land!Tolstoy!(Count),”leschewed!convention,ladd6
ing,!forlexample,!“morelactors!'withoutllines, Inamely!dogs!oflall!sorts,”?3lwholpro6
ceed!“for!thelfirstland!last!timelin!the!theater,”!tolappear!on!stage!without'human!

accompaniment.!!Thelplay!ended!on!alnotelof!confusion:!

“[The!protagonist]!steps'to!thelfootlights!land!turns!to!thelorchestra.!!
Helasks!the!double!bass!for!the!lprogram,lis!givenlit,land!says,!I'am!
very!curious'to!see!lwholis!thelauthorloflthis!play’...and'he!lwonders!
aloud'how!the!lmanagement!could!permit!such!alplay.!'He!claims!that!

91!Koz'ma!Prutkov.!Polnoe Sobranie Sochinenii Koz'my Prutkova,'ed.!B.lla..Bukhshtab!(Mos6
cow:!Sov.!pisatel',!1965),!188.!

92!Barbara!Heldt!Monter,!Koz'ma Prutkov!(The!Hague:!Mouton,!1972),!130.!
93!lbid.,131.!



thelprompterlkeptlwhispering!the!mostlimproper!lines!tothim,!but'he!
refused!to!speak!them!and!madelup!otherlones.!!Helobjects!to!the!plot!
and!outlines!severallotherlones!'which!he!lwould!substitute,'but!the!
curtain!falls'behind'him,!thelorchestralinterruptsthim,!and'he!runs!
off.”941!

Atlthis!point,!“many!members!oflthelaudience!thought!that!thelactor...hadlimpro6
vised!thelspeech,landlapplauded'him/loudly.”5!At!some!pointlin'the!lplay,!the!Tsar!
had!departedlinlathuff,las!Aleksey!Zhemchuzhnikov!relates,!“Hardly'had!the!Tsar,!
withlobvious!displeasure,!retired!from!the!box!before!thelend!of!the!play,!'when!the!
publiclbegan!tolraiselalnoise,lyell,!catcall,!and!whistle...ISuchlalthing!was!neverlal6
lowed!before!!-Peoplethavelbeen!punished!forlless!”?¢!'The!play!was!never!pro6

duced!again.!

! This!marked!thelfirstlappearancelof!Koz'ma!Prutkov!on!thelliterary!scene!of!
St.IPetersburg.!!Nolonelknew!this!at!the!time!since!thelname!Koz’'ma!Prutkov'had!not!
yetlbeenlenteredlin!thelplay’s!pages,nor!didlitlappearlin!the!playbill.!'The!produc6
tion!was,linstead,!thelfirstlinstanceloflliterary!cooperation!between!two!of!the!three!
memberslofltheltriolresponsible!for!“mentoring”!Koz’'ma!Prutkovlinthis!rise!tolliter6
ary!prominence.!!Count!Aleksey!Konstantinovich!Tol’stoy!(1817-1875),!playwright,!
poet,llyricist,land!satirist,!second!cousin!to!Lev’Nikolaevich!Tol’stoy,!served!in'many!
bureaucratic!posts,lending!with!thelrank!of!Court!Councilor,!thelsixth!gradelin!the!

Tablelof!lRanks.!!Aleksey!Zhemchuzhnikov!(182161908)!and'his!brother!Vladimir!

9411bid.,!33!-134.!
95!bid.,!34.!

96!Prutkov.!Polnoe Sobranie Sochinenii,'/181.!



Zhemchuzhnikov!(183061884),!also!cousins!to!Aleksey!Tol’stoy,lwerelauthorslin!
theirlown!right,!'thoughlon!alminor!scale,land!both!also!served!in!the!/bureaucracy.!
Aleksey!served!inlvarious'high!postslin!the!Ministry!oflJustice,!land!Vladimirlin!the!
Ministry!of'Railroads.!'Their!lcooperation!on!thelliterarylvignettes,!plays,!poetry,land!
proselthatlwould!eventually'be!collectively!publishedlunder!thelnom!de!plume!

Koz’'mal!Prutkov!beganlin!thelearly!1850s.!!!

Whatlseemingly!defines!the!“Prutkovian” can'bel!teased!from!thellithograph!
portraitimadelofthim!bylanother!Zhemchuzhnikov!brother,!Lev.!'The!censors!subse6
quently'banned!thelportrait,!“afraid!that![it]!might!be!the!caricature!oflan!official!
person.”?7!As!Aleksey!Zhemchuzhnikov!describes!the!portraitlinthis!“biography”!of!

Prutkov,!!

Cherishing!the!memory!of!Kozma!Prutkov,!one!mustlindicate!those!
detailslofthislappearanceland!clothing,!thelrepresentation!oflwhich!in!
thelportrait!/Koz'malis!considered!of!great!credit!to!thelartists;\namely:!
artfully!curled!and!clumped!chestnutlhairlwith!grey!streaks;!two!
warts:lonelabovel!thelright!sidelofthis!forehead,!and!thelother!above!
thelleftlcheekbone;lalpieceloflalblack!English!bandage!patchlon'his!
necklunder!thelright!cheek,!onlalspot!marked!by!constant!razor!cuts;!
thellong,!sharpledges!ofthis!shirt!collar,!stickinglup!from!underlalcol6
orfullscarf,'wound!around'hisneck!inlalbroad!and!wide'knot;!a!poncho!
withlalblacklvelvet!collar,!picturesquely!thrown!back!with!one!end!
overlthelshoulder;!thelfingers!oflthelleftthand, 'tightly!'wound!in!a!
whitelgloveloflspeciallcut,langled!under!the!cloak,!land!covered!with!
precious!rings!(awarded'him!on!various!occasions)."8!

97 Monter,'Koz’ma Prutkov,!24.!
98!Prutkov,!Polnoe Sobraniie Sochinenii,'339'-1340.!



The!portrait!satirizes!thelnoxious!mixtureloflromanticland!bureaucratic!motifs!that!
constituted!Prutkov,!butlalsolrecalls!portraitureloflotherlestablished!literary!figures,!
includinglan!1827!portrait!of!Alexander!Pushkin!by!Orest!Kiprensky!that!portrays!
Pushkin’s!penchant!for!florid!displays!oflromanticlindividualism,'most!famously!sig6
naled!by'his!long!fingernails.!'Beyond!the!pseudoGomantic!coiffure,!the!Spanish!
frockland!“expression!of!proud!disdain,”?!Prutkov’s!clothing!bears!marks!ofthis!dual!

identitylaslalbureaucratland!alliterary!poseur.100!!!

Prutkov’s!biographylindicates!that'hislelevation!through!the!ranks!oflthe!bu6
reaucracy'beganlafterthis!resignation!from!the!military!service!(which'he!claimed!to!
havelentered!“only!for!the!frocklcoat”’191)land'hislentrylinto!servicelin!the!Assay!Of6
ficel(aldivision!of!the!Ministrylof!Finance!tasked!with!assessing!the!puritylof!pre6
cious!metals).192!lPrutkov’s!/diamondéringed'hands!arelalsymbollofthisnarcissism,!
foppishlloveloflostentation,'and!potentiallvenality!as!a!publiclofficial'lresponsible!for!
gold!deposits.!Indeed,!thelbiography!recountslaldream!to!which!Prutkov!attributed!

his!lsudden!departure!from!military!service.!lThe!dream,'which!might!be!best!de6

99!Monter,'Koz’ma Prutkov,!24.!

100!Zhemchuzhnikov!refers!tolhis!poncholaslan!“almavida,”lalgown!made!famous!in!Rossi6
ni's!Barber of Seville!

101!bid.,!332.!

102!Prutkov’s!bureaucraticlprofession!waslin!the!Assay!Office,'where!thellower!ranks!in6
cluded!someloflthe!following!tongue&wisting!bureaucraticltitles:!“According!to!thellist!of!
lowerlranks!therelwere:!kunstshteiger,'uriadnikov,!mladshiilprobirshchik...”!0.!V.!Bork6
hval’'dt,!Slovar' zoloto promysla Rossisskoi Imperiil(Moscow:Russkii!Put’,11998),123.!



duced!“with!thelhelp!oflmodern!psychology!(which!Prutkov’s!tutors!obviously!fore6

saw),”linvolves!thelyoung!Prutkov!beinglawakened!bylalnaked!brigadier!general.103!

Helsaw!beforethim!alnaked!brigadier!generallinlepaulettes!who,'havé
ing!pulledhim!from'his!cotlwithout!lettingthim!dress,!led'him!silently!
along!somellongland!dark!corridors!to!the!top!oflathigh!and!sharply!
crowned'hill,!and!there!he!began!to!pulllout!various!precious!materi6
als!fromlanlancientlvault,!showing!them!to'him!onelafter!anotherland!
even!putting!somelofithem!on'his!chilled!body.!'With!bewilderment!
and!fear!Prutkov!awaited!theloutcomeloflthis!puzzlinglevent;but!sud6
denly'when!the!most!costlyloflthese!materials!touched'him,'he!felt!on!
hislwholelbody!a!stronglelectric!shock,!from!which!helawoke!alllin!
perspiration...104

! The!psychosexuallelements!aside,!thelscenelat!thelvault!provides!the!sort!of!
nonlsequitur'thatltypically!motivates!Prutkov’slbiography.Thelsexuallelement!dom6
inates!theldream;!thelauthority!figure,!thelnaked!brigadier!dressed!onlylinlepau6
letteslliftslalstilllunclothed!Prutkov!from'his!bed!and!leads'him!through!corridors!
alonglandluplalonglalvertical!(“a!sharply!crowned'hill”)!tolalhidden!treasure,!'which!

helthenlapplies!to!Prutkov’s!“chilled”!(albetter!translation!is!“trembling”)!body.!!

Thelsexuallimagery'herelislas!thick!aslitlislamusing,!but!beyond!thelcoup!of!
including!such'knaverylin!print,litlalsolinvites!the!reader!tonotice!the!larger!themes!
implicitlin!suchlalscene.!Theltropes!oflauthority'here,!though!cloaked!onlylinlab6
surdity,!thelnaked!general’slepaulettes!and!the'hintloflsexuallabuse,!suggest!the!
forceloflvenalitylin!government!service.!llndeed,'Prutkov's!fascination!with!“pre6

cious!materials”!seemslalreference!to!corruption.!'Thelsuggestion!oflalpsychoéexual!

103!Monter,'Koz’ma Prutkov,!53.!
104!Ibid.,!53.!



urgelassociated!with!rank!(indeed,'the!generallis'naked!except!for!thelsign!ofthis!
rank)land!with!“precious!materials”!Ireduces!venality!and!obsession!with!rank!tolan!
uncontrollable!lanimal!desire!that,'matched!with!Prutkov’s!lother!aesthetic!land!liter6

arylinterests,!seemslalllthe!more!satirical.!

! The!dream,!whilelrecorded!much!later!than!the!biographical!materiallinclud6
edlin'the!Collected!Works!in!1884,!might!possiblylalsolsuggestlalvisual!punlin!the!
1853llithograph.!'Vladimir!Zhemchuzhnikov’s!description!oflthat!portrait!describes!
Prutkov’s!“precious”!ringslas!being!wornlover!thelgloves,!and,!thus,lonelwould!as6
sume,!preventing!the!sortlof!“electric!shock”!that!Prutkov!experienced!'when!such!
metals!werelapplied!tothis!“shivering”!skin.!'Thelgloved!layer!separating!Prutkov!
from!the!precious!metals!that!ladorn'histhands!operates!as!alsortloflsanitary!cordon,!
alsymbolicldistancing!between!Prutkov!and!the!corruptinglinfluencelof!“precious!
materials.”!Prutkovimust!separate'histhands!from!precious!metals!because!of!the!
tactile!lsexual!shock!that'helexperiences!in'his!sleep.!'Prutkov’s!resistance!to!gold!is!
mediated'by'his!sexuallattraction'tolit,!the!banal!manifestation!of!Freudian!Thana6

tos.!

Prutkov’s!publiclimage'had!been!transformed!in!the!beginninglof!the!1860s.!!
After!the!success!of'his!satiricalloutbursts!of!1854,!in'which!“Prutkov!acted!as!alsole6
lylliterary!figure,lalveritable!poet!‘jackloflallitrades’,!lequally!convinced!ofthis!talents!
aslallyricist, 'fabulist,!dramaturge,!land!philosopher,”195!Prutkov’slimagelin!the!1860s!

105!P.IN.Berkov,!Koz'ma Prutkov, Direktor Probirnoi Palatki i Poet : k Istorii Russkoi Parodii!
(Leningrad!:Izd6ro!Akademiilnauk!SSSR,!1933),!1109.1!!



was!marked!by!the!“biographicallmoment”when!“[Prutkov]!is!dressed!in!/domestic!
outlines,lobtainslalclassérealist!physiognomy,land!from!alpallidlyabstracted!image,!
helturnslinto!the!colorful!figureloflalliteraryéureaucrat.”1%!Theladdition!of!the!bio6
graphicallelements,!the!bureaucratic!veneer,!was!thelinstrument!by!which!satire!
could!be!made!say!“more”!than!seemed!to!be!thelcase.!'Thelvery!banality!of!

Prutkov’s!biography!becamel!theloccasion!for'his!literature.!!!

Prutkov’s!“AlProject!for!the!lntroduction!of!Thought!Consensus!in!Russia”!
(Proekt o vvedenii edinomyslii v Rossii) outlines'his!lcomprehensivelinstructions!on!
theladministration!of!Russia.!'Probably!written!inlresponse!to!the!1862!founding!of!

thelofficialljournallof!the!MinistryloflInternal!Affairs,!The!Northern!Post!(Severnaia

Pochta),'Prutkov’s!Projectloutlinesthislviews!on!“officiallpropaganda.”107!lHis!Project!
isldivided!intola!“preamble” (pristup),lal“treatise” (traktat),'and!a!“conclusion”!
(zakliuchenie),!imposinglanlacademic!structurelusually'reserved!for'hefty!treatises!
ontolalshortland!abstract!sketch.!!lPrutkov’s!parody!relies!on!alpatent!opposition!be6

tween!form!and!content:!!

Preamble.!Instruct!the!public.!Herelitlgoes.!Youth;!science;limmaturi6
ty!l...INonsense!l...IConviction.!!Disrespect!for!thelopinion!oflone’slel6
ders.!Anarchy.!“Personal”lopinion!!...ICan!there!belsuch!althing!as!a!
personallopinionlamong!people!'who'haven’tigained!theltrust!of!the!
authorities?!?'Where!would!such!a!thing!lcome!from?!0n!whatlis!it!
based?!Iflwriters'lknew!anything,!'they!'would!be!called!to!the!Civil!Ser6
vice.lIflonelisn’tlin!thelservice,litimeans:!'he’sinot!worthy;!therefore,!

106!bid.,'109.!

107!Meshcherskiilislparodied!here!(“ne!mozhet!byt’'vIRossiildvizhenielnazad!potomu!shto!
dvizhenielvpered!obiavleno!vsenarodnim...”).!!Hisljournal!Grazhdanin!received!officiallgov6
ernment!subsidies.!Refer!to!Dnevnik Provintsialalin!MikhaillE.!Saltykov,!Sobranie Sochinenii
M.S. Saltykova-Shchedrina v 20 tomakh!(Moscow:!Khudozh.lliteratura,!196561977),!X:740.!



there’slnolreason!tollisten!to'him.!From!this!sidenolonethas!come!
along!to!shake!the!credibilityloflour!writers:!Me!myself!-!Ilam!the!first.!
(Reiterating!that!I'm!first.!'This'mightthelp!my!career.!'From'herelon!
outldevelop'this,!butlinlotherlexpressions,!stronger!and!with!greater!
detail.)108!!

|

Lomonosov!wrotelabout!thelgenrelof!thelpreamble,!“itlis!the!personal!partlofithe!
rhetoricallintroduction,'which!thelrhetorician!prepares!thellistenerlor!the!reader!to!
thelfollowing!discourse,!so!that!they!wouldlisten!or!read!it!studiously!and!withlun6
derstanding.”1°!lBut!far!/from!encouraging'the!reader!to!“read...studiously”!or!re6
specting!thelrhetoricalloccasion!oflthe!preamble,!Prutkov!bends!theltraditionallrhe6
torical!structure!to!match'his!whim;!the!preamblelactsnotlas!anlintegral!structural!

componentloflthellarger!thesis,Inotlaslalpreamblelargument,but!to!thoughtlitself.!!

! Thelrelative!“anarchy”lof!'the!lpreamble!mirrors!thelanarchy!that!Prutkov!
seems!to!twin!with!“personallopinion.”!'Thelnearlylincomprehensiblellogicllinking!
hislwordslislreflected!by!the!scattered!useloflpunctuation,!creatinglalveritable!“anar6
chy”lon!thelpage.!'Prutkov’s!paltry!statement!oflpurpose!(“teach!thelpublic”)lislac6
companied/bylalmeta&extuallcue,!the!colloquial!“herelit!goes”!(zaneslos’),!alsign!that!
Prutkov’slapproach!to!the!publiclresponsibilityloflauthorshiplislhaphazard.!IThe!fi6
nalllines!give!thellielto!the!supposed!civiclpurposeloflthelprojectland,linstead,!lem6
phasize!the!potentiallfor!selféaggrandizementlin!publishing,!countering!the!civiclimé

pulselwith!both!the'hintloflbureaucratic!venality!land!with!the!profit'motivelincreas6

108!Prutkov,!Polnoe Sobranie,'336!-1347.!

109!lLiteratrunaia Entsiklopedia,leds.!V.IM.!Friche,!A.lV.ILunacharskogo.!|(Moscow:!lzd.!
Kommunisticheskoilacademia,!1929—1939).111:104.!



inglylevidentlin!thelliterary!economy.!'Prutkov’slinsistence!that'helis!the!first'bu6
reaucrat!to!“shake![authors’]Icredibility”lisinot!based!on!anylliterarylachievement,!
butlon'hislidentification!with!the!bureaucracy,!alpoint!that'he!feelsneeds!to!belex6

panded!uponlin!print.!

IThe!“Prutkovian”!stylelwaslintended!to!belalsort!oflmaligninglecholrecogé
nizable!through!comic!misapprehension!oflaudience,!genre,!style,!orlalcombination!
oflall'three.lHowever,lin!the!Project!thelvoicelwe'hear!can!claim!indisputable!pro6
fessionallprecedencelbylvirtuelofthislofficiallrank.lEven!though!the!comiclelement!of!
Prutkov’slliterary!personalislbased!on'his!lcompletellackloflliterary!skill,'when!writ6
inglabout!publiclaffairs,!Prutkov’s!biographicallantecedents!providelalsortloflauthor6
ity.'Prutkovlislalpredictably!'bad!poet!whose!constant!pointloflreferencelisthis'bu6
reaucratic!station,!solit!stands!to!reason'that,!despite!the!guffawsloflreaders,'he!may!
yetlhavelsomethinglimportant!to!say!upon!theltopicloflbureaucracy.!'When!Prutkov!
does!speak,both!thelform!and!the!content!betray'him!as!alperennialnaif,!but!they!

alsolimplicate!the!bureaucraticmindset!that!belies!Prutkov’s!literary!persona.!!!

Thelfirst!collection!of!Prutkovian!material,!lunder!the'heading!“Kozma!
Prutkov’s!Leisure”!(Dosugy Koz'my Prutkova),'was!published!in!1854!in!thelhumor6é

isticlsupplement!to!The!Contemporary!(Sovremennik)!called!AlLiterary!Patchwork!

(Literaturnogo eralasha).!"This!collection!oflparodies,!poems,!and!epigrams!would!
largely!comelto!characterize!Prutkovlamong'his!Russian!readership.!!Six!years!
passed!between!thislappearanceland!Prutkov’s!secondlliterary!period.!!His!re6

appearance!corresponded!with!thelappearanceloflthe!satiricalljournal,!The!'Whistle!



(Svistok), which!was!published!as!alsupplement!to!/The!Contemporary.?2? The!Whistle!

waslissued!altotalloflnine!times,'beginning!withlitslappearancelin!1859!untillits/demiselin!
1863,landlincludes!the!bulk!oflthe!material!for!which!Prutkovlis!famous!lamong!Russian!

readers.!'The!farceloflthelservice!career!and!the!professional!dissonance!presentlin!
Prutkov’slamusing!biography!served!to!distinguish!him!from!thelother!literary!con6
fabulations!that!'were!popularlamong!readers!and!which!frequently!featured!in!
journalisticlsatire.!(Dobroliubov,!'theleditor!of!The!Whistle'hadhimself!trotted!out!a!
satiricallnomé&eélume,!without!thelrococo!biographical!detaillof!Prutkov,!in'his!

character!the!poet!Konrad!Lilienshvager).1111!

Thelbiographical!surplus!also!lseemed!to!presentlone!waylin'which'humor!
could!radically!disruptthierarchies.!!As!thelscholar!l.IM.!Sukiasovalclaims,!satirelun6
dercutslauthority!by!separatingland!estranging!thelelements!of!theltext:!“Comiclef6
fectland!uniqueness!oflthis!typeloflimitationlarelachieved!through!imitation!of!the!
parodied!work,!which,lin'turn,leffects!alcontrastlbetween!form!and!content.”112!Such!
alcontrast'worked!by!confounding!readers’lexpectations!ofigenre.!Inlalsociety!as!
rigidlythierarchicalland!class@ound!as!Russia,form!often!implied!content,!and!par6

ody!focused!attention!precisely!on!the!lchasm!between!the!formulaic!pronounce6

110!Prutkov’s!workslalso!found!theirlwaylintolanother!satiricalljournal!The!Spark!(Iskra),!
published!between!1859!and!1873by!thelsatirist!V.IC.!IKurochkinland!thelcaricaturist!N.!A.!
Stepanov,lalthough!thelprimarylvenuelremained!The!Whistle!(Svistok).!

111!This!character!waslalmost!certainly!meantlas!lalmocking!reference!to!the!poet!Mikhail!
Rozenheim,lalpopular!poetlofltheleraloflexposélliterature!that!Dobroliuboviconsidered!dis6
ingenuous.!

112!1.M.ISukiasova,!lazyk i stil’ parodii Koz'my Prutkova: leksiko-stilisticheskii analiz!(Tbilisi:!
[zd.!Akademii!Nauk!GruzinskoilSSR,!1961),!13.!



mentsland!thelvacuityloflcontent.113!!Herelwas!exposed!thelradical!divergence!of!
imperial!form!from!imperiallcontent, thelinsistencelof!thelimperiallregime!thatlits!
wordsnot!belsubject!to!scrutiny!by!thelpresslor!thelpeople.14!!But!satire!provided!
anlopportunity!tolexposelthelbasic!fallacies!oflany!politicalllanguage!that!exalted!
formlat!thelexpenseloflcontent.lIndeed,!as!Dobroliubov!wrotelin!the!program!to'be!
sentltolthe!censorship!body!tasked!withlapproving!the!publication!ofthis!satirical!

supplement!The!Whistle:!

! [Therelareltwolcategories!of!people!ldeservingloflthe!llash!of!
satire...]...Routinists,!loyal'to!their!old!mistakes!and!sins!land'hateful!of!
everything!thatlislnew!-land!Progressives,!shoutinglabout!the!modern!
success!oflcivilization,!about!truth,freedom,!and'honor,!'without!the!
necessaryladoptionloflthelselféevident!foundations!oflenlightenment!
and'humanity...!Heretofore,!all'have!parodied!the!routinists;!but!
Svistok!proposes!forlits!purposelnot!to!spare!the!Progressives,leither,!
since,'by!falsellogiclandlilléplanned!applications!they!can'harm!the!
causeloflpubliclenlightenmentljustlasimuch!as!the!'most!backward!and!
ignorant.”115/

Here!welmight!posit!that!Dobroliubov'has!reorganized'his!journalistic!priorities!in!
order!tolcater!to!the!censors.lHowever,lin'thislargument,!we!see!the!lgrounds!for!the!

failurelof'thelnew!bureaucratloflexposélliterature,!the!progressive!/bureaucrat!that!

113!Seelalfurther!discussionlof!this!lphenomenonlin!AlexeilYurchak.|Everything Was Forever,
Until It Was No More: The Last Soviet Generation.!(Princeton:!Princeton!University!Press,!
2005),!77!d125.Yurchak!addresses!the!prevalenceloflthe!“poeticlfunction,”!the!function!“fo6
cusedlon!thelaesthetic!form!ofllanguage...on!the!message!forlitslown!sake...on'howlitlsayslit!
and!notlnecessarily!whatlit!says.”!!lFormulaic,lideologicallpronouncements!were!prevalentlin!
public!discourseland!language!becamelfixed.!IMeaning!was!made,!then,lin!thelvaried!public!
responses!tolformulaicllanguage,loftenlin!the!form!oflanecdotes!(anekdoty).!!!

114!Forlaldiscussionlof'ranklandlnomenclature!see!“Chinyli/Zvanye”lin!Leonid!E.!Shepelev,!
Chinovny Mir Rossii : XVIII-Nachalo XX veka!(Sankt@eterburg:!Iskusstvo&6pB,!11999),1131!-!
191.!

115Istoriia russkoi zhurnalistiki XVIII-XIX vekov,'ed.lV.G.!Berezina,letlal.(Moskva:lizd.lVy6
shaialshkola,!1963),!1353.!



might'havelgrownlin!theltradition!of!Pisemsky’s!Kalinovich.!!!tlis!this!failure,las!well!
as'radicallcritics’lpreference!for!clarityland!uncomplicated!moral!paradigms,!that!led!
tolthelentrenchmentloflthe!bureaucrat’slunenviable!placelinlliterature.!!As!thelschol6
ar!Boris!Bukhshtab!claims,!“thelbattlelwith!the!manialoflexposéism,!widely!spread!in!
printlafter!the!Crimean!War,!was!oneloflthe!reasons!for!Svistok.!!The!loud!denuncia6
tionlof!privateland!usually!completelylunimportant!facts![inlexposéism]!took!atten6
tionlaway!from!the!deep!ulcers!bothlof!the!publicland!thelofficiallorder!and!created!
thelimpression!that!such!private!failings!could!be!rooted!out!without!breaking!the!
system,!thelvery!productloflwhich!they!were.”116IThelbureaucrat'had!to!be!simulta6
neously!banalland!powerful'to!fulfill'thelreactionary!political!function!that!thelradi6
calslascribed!to'him.!lInlother!words,!characters’!private!failings!could!not!over6
shadow!thelproblemslinherentlin!the!system,loflwhich!the/bureaucratwas!anlinal6
ienable!part.!'Koz'ma!Prutkov’s!performancelof'banality!'wasnonpareil.!'Yet,how!
could!writerstharness!theldarkerlvision!oflthe!bureaucrat!to!carrylout!Dobroliubov’s!
vision!forlradicallliterature?!!Saltykové&Shchedrin’slcomiclappropriation!oflalsemi6

bureaucratic!genre!/might!providelalmodel.!

116!B.!a.'Bukhshtab,!Russkie Poety: Tiutchev, Fet, Koz'ma Prutkov, Dobroliubov (Leningrad:!
Khudozh.lliteratura,!1970),!1231.!



The Diary of a Provincial in St. Petersburg

Why, however, do they destroy, abnegate, prohibit, and not expand, establish, permit?
--Mikhail Saltykov-Shchedrin’

! In!the!1872mnovel,!The Diary of a Provincial in St. Petersburg!(Dnevnik Provint-
siala v Peterburge), Saltykov&hchedrinlintroduces!projects!satirizing!the!rash!oflcivée
iclinitiativeslinlvarious!progressivelnewspapers.!!One!project,!“On!the!Firing!Squad!
andlits!BeneficiallEffects,”!details!the!case!forlallowing!death!by!shooting!tolaccom6
modatelalwider!rangeloflcrimes.118!Thelresulting!mix!oflliterary!and!bureaucratic!
languagelis'meant!tolimitate!thelincreasingly!reactionary!mood!in!Russian!civillsoci6
ety.lItlalso,!surprisingly,reflects!Saltykov’slannoyancenot!with!thelascendancy!of!
thelconservativelreaction,'but!with!thelenfeeblementlofithelliberallintelligentsia,lun6
ready'tolofferlany!reallalternative!tolaldominant!reactionary!discourseland,!instead,!
contentlto!write!within!theljournalisticlrangelallowed!by!the!censors,!making!sure!

notltolupset!thelauthorities.'11911!!

117!Saltykov&hchedrin,!Sobraniie Sochinenii,'X:322.!

118!Thelproject!seems!tolbelaltonguenécheeklresponseltolthelrenewed!debatelabout!the!
death!penaltylin!Russial(thelnovelldates!from!the!period!oflthe!Nechaev!case).IThe!Nechaev!
Caselwaslalcaselinvolvinglalsocialist!caballand!almurder,lalcauselcélebre!thatlwas!the!basis!
for!Dostoevsky’sinovel!Demons.!

119!During'his!periodlas!Vice@Governorlin!Tver’Province,!Saltykov!becamelassociated!with!
algrouploflprogressivellandowners!whol!werelvocallin'theirlattempts!toladvance!the!cause!of!
Emancipation!and!otherlliberallreforms.!!lAmong!thelleaders!oflthe!group!was!Saltykov’s!
friend!Aleksey!Mikhailovich!Unkovskii,!the!MarshalllofINobilitylin!Tver’luntilthis!resignation!
andlexile!to!Viatkalin!1860.!S.!A.!Makashin,!Saltykov-Shchedrin Na Rubezhe 1850-1860 Godov!
(Moscow:!"Khudozh.llit.,"!11972).!



Themovellislcomposed!aslalseries!of!diaristiclreflections!on!alyear!spentlin!St!
Petersburglbylalprovinciallnoble.!!'The!Provincial'travels!to!the!capitallin!thelcompa6
nylofllandowners!seeking!various!“concessions”!from!the!government.!!However,!
the!Provincialthimselflistravelling!withoutlany!particular!purposelin'mind!and!soon!
settles!lcomfortablylintolalseeminglylendless!succession!ofllavish!meals!and!various!
entertainments.!!Exhausted!by!thelonset!oflgout,!thelauthor!turnsthislattention!to!

thelprofession!that'he!/deems!suited!to!men!oflleisure:ljournalism.!!

The!Provincial’slexposure!toljournalism!comes!through!thelauspices!ofthis!
friend!and!witness!to!thelliterarylexploits!ofhislyouth,!IMenandr!Prelestnov.!'Pre6

lestnovlislanleditorlofltheljournal!The!Foamskimmer!Messenger!(Vestnik Penkosni-

mania).1?0IThe!Society!oflFoamskimmerslislalmoderatediberal!group!that!seeks!to!
build!on!the!consensus!oflthe!Reform!Eralwithoutlrealizing!that!alnew!reactionary!
environment'has!grown!uplinlits!place.!'The!ltempoloflreaction!is!spurred!by!liberal!
journalists’lacquiescencelto!thelwishes!of!thelgovernment.!!Hopelesslyladriftlin!the!
insipid!politicallenvironment!succeeding!thelend!oflthe!Reform!era,!theljournalists!
arelengaged!inlalfiercelbattle!to!tamelideologicalland!politicallorthodoxies!within!
theirlgroupingland!arelinvolvedlinlvarious!battles!oflprinciplelover,lamong!other!

things,'rescheduling!thelofficial!deadline!for!public!tax!collection!by!three!days.!!

120!Menander!Prelestnov!waslalsatiricalltakelon!theleditorlof!theleditor!of!The!Saint!Pe6
tersburg!News!(Sankt@Peterburgskiie!lVedomosti),!Valentin!Korsh.!!The!Saint!Petersburg!
Newslwasl!theloldest!continuously!publishednewspaperlin!Russialand,'by!the!1870s,!lwas!a!
welléknownljournalisticlorgan!oflthelgradualist@iberallopposition.!Saltykov&Shchedrin,!So6
braniie!Sochinenii,'X:752.!



Thelbanalitylof!theljournalistic!cabals!seems,nevertheless,'harmless,!untillalwhis6

pered!conversation!bringslanloldlliterary!specter!backlinto!view.!

Alguestlatlalliterary!salonlorganized!by!the!“Foamskimmers,”!the!Provincial!
overhearslalwhispered!conversation!on!thellikelihood!of!theladoption!ofltwo!plat6

formsladvocated!by'thelliberally!minded!members:!

The!thinglis!simple.!Therelareltwo!projects:lonelislabout!de6
struction,!thelotherlaboutlabolition.!!'Aslit!stands'now, !the!question!is!
whichlof!theseltwo!projects!willlpass.!

! Everyonellooked!around!atleach!lotherlin!quietlannoy6
ance.!!'Suddenlylitloccurred!to!someone:!!

! “But!whatlabout!Privy!Councillor!Kuz'ma!Prutkov!!!
Surely'he!lwon’tlletlitlcome!to!that!”!

! “That’slexactly'who!l'veljusticomel!from!seeing!”!

! “And!did!you!speak!with'him?”!

! “Yes;land'he!told!mel!directly:!'My!dear!friend!!...lwith!
God’s'help,!Ilwilllbelablelto!pass!the!projectlonlabolitionland!put!“de6
struction”lin'motion!”!

! “But!this!willlalready!belalsmashing!success!”!

! Oflcourse.!'Butlhe!(Prutkov)!added!didn’t!stop!there:!in!
anylcase...Ilcanlonly!pledge!tolyoulits!successliflour!journalists!will!
behavelwith!particular reserve.!'Thelold!man!even!lunderlined!the!
word!particular.!

! Thislnews'had!a!generalleffect!on!the!group.!

! “And!I'posit,”!..."“that!therelisInothinglleft!to!do!than!fol6
low'his!quite!sensibleladvice.”121!

Thelinter&extuallallusion'herelpoints!both!to!thelliterary!lineagelof!Koz'ma!Prutkov,!
aliveland!welllin!the!Foamskimmers’publications,!and!to!the!precedent!for!collusion!
between!the!governmentlandlliterary!men.!!Prutkov’s!leminent!quotability’had!kept!

hislliterary!famelalivelamong!thelreading!publicland'his!reappearancelin!“The!Diary!

oflalProvinciallin!St.!Petersburg”las!lalmediator!between!journalistsland!the!lgovern6

121!Saltykov&hchedrin,!XI1:!1406!



mentlislanlindication!of!Saltykov’s!distrustlof!the/bonds!thatllinked!the!two!profes6
sions.!!Prutkov,!styledlaslalbureaucrat!who!was!given!tolfitsloflliterary!mania,l!acted!
aslalsymbollofithelnexusloflliterary!and!official'worlds.!!Prutkov!imagined!that!these!
boundaries!could!easily!traversed!inlone!direction!by!those!bureaucrats!wishing!to!
try'to!their'hands!at!publishing!(although'he!was!less!surelof!writers!wishing!to!try!
theirllucklatlalsinecurelin'thelgovernment).!'Thelcomiclinterpolation!of'bureaucratic!
valueslontolliterarylones!'was!meant!to'highlight!thelabsurdityloflbureaucratic!dis6
courselandlexposelthelpretensions!oflthelservicelclass!to!generalllaughter.!Howev6
er,!Saltykov!finds!aldifferentluse!forlitlwhile!stilllactivatinglitslearlierlvalence,!and!
thus!Prutkov’s!presenceltakes!on!darker!overtones.!!Prutkovinownotlonly!touts'his!
bureaucratic'blandishments!as!proofloflliterary!prowess,!butlalsoluses'his!position!
tolintimidateland!cajole!theljournalists.!!Prutkov'has!takenlon!some!functions!of!the!
censorshiplandlof'thelold!and!feared!Third!Division.!!Helismow!using'his!literary!

connections!toladvocate!the!government’s!position!tolalpliant!press.!

! Thelreferencelalsolrecalls!Prutkov’s!tradition!of!“projectésm,”!since!the!pre6
textlfor!the!meeting!with!the!“Foamskimmers”'had!been!their!concernlover!the!fate!
oflalproject!championed!by!their!society.!!Paralellslexist,!as!well,lin!the!composition!
oflPrutkov’s!projectland!the!projects!foundlin'thelvariouslliterarylorgans!oflthe!
“Foamskimmer’s!Society.”!lIn!Prutkov’slearlier!“Project,”his!paratactic!rhetoriclbe6
camelalsortloflreductio ad absurdum.'With'his!reliancelon!classical!/form!through!the!
inclusionlofltraditional!rhetorical!divisions!Prutkov!sought!tolunderline!thelloftiness!
ofthislliterarylendeavor,!only'to!display!utter!incompetencelinlexecution!(Prutkov’s!

textlislvariously!misspelled,land!parenthesized,!metaéextual'notations!arelinter6



spersedlin'the!bodylof!'thelpreamble and!thesis).!'The!“Foamskimmer’s”!satirical!pro6
jectldisplaysllesslofltheljaunty!disregard!for!syntax,linstead!coopting!the!lsomber!
language!oflhumanitarian!societies!to!provide!Saltykov’s!schemers!with!thelneces6

sary!cloakloflverisimilitude,!'while!still'veeringlinto!thelabsurd.!!!

“Why!doeslalllof!thisthappen?”!-loflcourse,from!allack!oflpre6
ventativelseverity.!!If !forlexample,!there'had!been!recourse!to!death!
by!shooting,!then!society!'would!have!been!saved...”!

..Iyoung people, carried away by an arduousness of temper and
by corrupting influences, are rushing headlong into the abyss, and, since
such headlong rushing is not allowed in our fatherland, these unhappy
youths see their existence snuffed out atlits very beginning” [at!this!
point,!l'swear,!l!shed!altear]...I“Let us reachlout our hands to save those
who are drowning! Let us lend a hand in help to these way-faring
youths!..”.!

!

“- nd thus we propose it to be beneficial that the following people

are to be subject to death by shooting:

Firstly, all non-conformist thinkers.

Secondly, all those whose behavior displays some marks of furtiveness
and a lack of good will.

Thirdly, all those whose gloomy contours dismay the hearts of well-
meaning citizens.

Fourthly, pranksters and newsmen.122
“On!the!Firing!Squad!and!its!Beneficial!Effects”!channelslitsimostleffective!
languagelinlevokinglemotionallresponse.!!(Saltykovimarks!thelmoment!oflmaximal!
pathosland!satiricalleffectlinlalparentheticlcommentlabout!the!reader,!alsatirical!
stageldirection!calling!for!tears.)!'Thelsubtletyloflthe!parody!revolves!around!thelef6
fectivelrhetoricallguiselofltheljeremiad,!leading!the!reader!through!the!standard!civée

ic!discourselon'thelfecklessness!oflyouth,!framed!by!the!Christian!metaphors!of!

122!SaltykovéShchedrin,X11:1311!-1312.!



graceland!redemption.!Indeed,!the!question!posed!by!thelauthor!“Why does all of
this happen?”!seemslalmockinglecholoflthe!lrhetorical!“Where are we going?”!alques6
tionlrepeated!by!thelfictional!“Society!for!those!Hoping!for!the!Troublingloflthe!Wa6
ters”!(Obshchestvo chaiushchikh dvizheniia vody)'inlalhumorous!renterpolation!of!
the!biblical!'“Quol!vadis?”!land!one!that!was!often'heard,!in!all!seriousness,'in!the!con6
temporary!press.123!
This!discourse!quickly!devolves,lhowever,linto!politicallrecrimination.!!The!
author’s'thesislis!lsuddenlylexposed!as!almere!rhetoricallillusion;!the!real!targets!of!
thelbenevolent!genocidelarelthelusuallsuspects,!thelradicals.!!Thellist!ofleligible!vicé6
timslofljudiciallmurderlincludes!nolrecognizablelcategory!oflinveterate!crime!or!
criminallturpitude;linstead,!thelauthorlidentifies!theltraits!of!contrarianlintellectual6
ismlandlevenl!relativelylinsouciant!political!dissentlas!the!primary!sociallills!of!the!
Russian!Empire.!'Thelfiring!squad!islintendednotlonly!for!contrarians!oflall!stripes!

but!for!thelerrant!journalists'whol!disregard!the!“Foamskimmers,”las!well.!!

Thelhyperbole!seemsl!tolbe!designed!tolampoon!notlonly!“the!bacchanalialof!
conservativelscheming (proektorstvo),”butlalso!tolexposelalparticularly!cynical!di6
rectionlin!publicldiscourse.'?4!lIndeed,!Saltykov’sbiographer!Sergey!Makashin!sug6
gests!that!the!stringloflschemes!lampooned!in!The Diary of a Provincial in St. Peters-
burg'can'belbestlunderstood'against!the!/backdrop!ofleducation!reform!in!thelimpe6

rialladministration.!!Alwidely!debated!attempt!to!reform!secondary!education!was!

123MarialS.!Goriachkina,!Satira Saltykova-Shchedrina!(Moscow:!Prosveshchenie,!1965),!76.!!
124!Salytkové&Shchedrin,!X:!718.!



afootlat!the!timeloflthenovel’slcomposition.!'The!Minister!of!Education,!Count!Tol6
stoy,lwaslattempting!tolcarryloutlalproposallthat!'was!the!brainchild!of!thelconserva6
tive!publicist!Mikhail!Katkov!and!the!Moscow!academic!Pavel!Leont’iev,!thislcombi6
nationlitselflrepresentinglalrather!shockingnew!pairinglofithe!powerlof!thelpress,!
thelgown,land!the!lbureaucracy!to!make!policy.!!The!proposallinvolved!radically!
transforming!thelentrancelrequirements!for!lsecondary!gymnasia,!schools!thatwere!
open!morel!widely!to!the!children!of!thelraznochintsyland!lower!classes.12>!Thelnew!
requirements!'would!make!priorlknowledge!oflclassicalllanguages'mandatory!for!all!
students.!!Since!such!classicalleducation!'was!moreltypicallof!thellyceums!popular!
among!thelupper!classes,!thelmovelwas!widely!seenlaslanlattempt!to!limit!thelaccess!

of'thellower!classes!toleducation.126!!As!Nikitenko!remarked,!“Islit not!'madness!to!

thelGreek!and!Latin!languages?”127INikitenko!guessed!that!thelreal!schemellay!inlex6
cluding!“nihilists”from!thelupper!echelons!of!thelintellectual'workforce,!thereby!

suspending!the!social!mobility!experienced!midécentury.!!As!Makashin!writes,!!

! Theltendency!to!maximally/limit!thelnumber!ofleducated!off6
springlofithe!people,!theldiminishmentlof!professoriallprivilege,!the!
125!Forlaldetailed!discussion!oflthelreforms!to!thelgymnasia,!see!“ReformalGimnazii!1871!

goda”lin!l.!A.!Aleshintsev,!Gimnazicheskago obrazovaniia v Rossii - XVIII i XIX veka (Saint!Pe6
tersburg:lizd.!0.Bogdanovoi,!1912),12856318.!

1«

126!Thelreforms!werelalsoldirected!againstimedicalland!scienceleducationlin!Russia,!fearing!
that!such!facultieslwere!bastions!of!“materialism,”lormihilism,!'symptomaticlof!Bazarovlin!
Turgenev’s!Fathersland!Sons.!!Saltykov!continues'hislattacklon!this!policylinthis!1874movel!
GospodalMolchaliny.!lInlalscenelwhere!theleponymous!protagonist!discussesthis!son’s!fu6
turelin'medical!school,!Aleksey!Molchalin’s!bureaucratic!colleague!lremarks,!“Why!didn’tlyou!
lethim!linto!the!classical!division?!In!that!schoollhe!lwouldn’tthave!gottenlitlinthis'head!that!
peoplelcomelfrom!monkeys!”!Saltykov&hchedrin,!X11:31.!!

127Nikitenko,!Dnevnik,111:346.!



preferenceloccasioned!to!bureaucratic!careeristslover!the!flower!of!
the!lRussianlintelligentsia,!thelmandatorylattendanceloflthe!lectures!of!
known!dullards,!thelmonstrous!“classical”!lreforms!of!secondaryledu6
cation!carried!out!in!1871!@alllof!this!catastrophically!complicated!the!
developmentloflthe!lcountry.!Notlwithout!reason!did!contemporaries!
sharply!comparelthis!politics!of!“enlightenment”!with!the!murder!of!
Israelilinfants!bylalnew!Herod,!fearing!that!from!the!ranks!ofleducated!
youth!would!risela!“compositelantichrist.”128!

Givenl!thenatureloflsuch!projectslbeingladvanced!in!thelarealofleducation,!“On!the!
Firing!Squad!and!its!BeneficiallEffects” seems,lifthyperbolic,!then!atlleast!logically!
constructed.!'As!Nikitenkomoted,!thelimperial'elite!lseemed!to!be!covertlylusingledu6
cation!forlwidespread!retrograde!sociallengineering;!thelofficiallbureaucracy!was!
attempting!tolreplicatelits!current!conservative!makeup!by!determining!the!poten6
tiallapplicant!pool!for!future!bureaucratic!posts.!ISince!the!government!required!
thatlupper@evelladministrators!were!the!recipients!of’higherleducation,!restricting!
thelflow!oflcandidates!to!those!who'had!received!a!classicalleducationlautomatically!
denied!anladministrativelcareer!path!to!thelother!students.!!Indeed,!such!students!

werelnowl!relegated!to!technicallspecialties.12°!!

Thus,!'welcanlidentifylalsubtle!diversionary!tacticlin!thelimbalance!of!form!
and!content;!thethyperbolicldisjunction!between!causeland!effect.!“On!the!Firing!
Squad”lemployslalsatirical!pathos!that!mocks!genrelexpectations,!lusing!the!llanguage!
oflsociallreform!and!religious!feeling!to!posit!radically!punitive!lmeasures.!!Thelap6

peallto!parentallinstinctlleads,by!satirical!degrees,!to!totalitarianlinstinct,!anlinter6

128!Saltykov&Shchedrin,!X:718.!

129!As!Nikitenko!furthernoteslinthis!diary,!thelreforms!were!targeted!against!thoselreceivée
inglanleducationlin!thel!sciences,laldistinction!that'hadlideologicallundertones.!Nikitenko,!
[1:311.!



polation!oflgenerational!conflictlwithin!thellargerlideological!conflictlbetween!liber6
alsland!conservatives.!'By'alsimilarimeasure,!the!program!ofleducation!reform!posits!
childrenlas!theloccasion!forlalpoliticallvendettalthatlis,!Saltykov!contests,!reallylbe6
tween!radicalsland!conservatives.!Iflthelanswerl!to!the!problem!oflliberallbureau6
crats'was!mandatory!Latinlin!secondary!schools,!then!thelanswerl!to!the!problem!of!

wayward!youth!could!justlas!well!be!thelexecution!ofljournalists.!!!

The!world!of!Saltykov!and!Prutkovlis!loneloflnon!sequiturlandlillogic.!"The!
projectslarelalparticular'typelof!parodiclinterpretation!oflbureaucracy,'alsortlof!fan6
cifullarabesquel!thatlinvites!thelreader!to!consider!thelessentiallbureaucraticlethos!
by!chroniclinglandlaestheticizinglits!processes.!'The!project,!then,lislalusefullliterary!
forum!for!suchlanlendeavor,laslitslliteraryloccasion,!thelsociallquestion,!provided!a!
setloflreadyémade!generic!rubrics.!'Thelliterary!terms!of!such!public!discourse!were,!
likeljournalism,!closer!generically'tolwhat!'we!might!call!thelliterary!practices!oflbu6
reaucracy.!!'Suchl!crossbred!literary!phenomenalas!theltypicallreforméera!Project,!
then,!provided!thelopportunity!forlanlaestheticlblend!of'bureaucraticlformalism!and!

literary!creativity.!!!

Oneloflthe!potentiallliterary!values!of!'the!bureaucracy!'might!be!the!repro6
ducibility,!ornearly!limitless!proliferation,!oflitslwritten!output.!'Prutkov’s!parodic!
biography!works!through!the!subversion!of!popular'tropes!oflbureaucracy,!such!
that!Prutkov’s!foraylinto!polemicalldiscourse!would!belread!as!alriposte!to!the!flurry!
ofl“schemes.”!!Prutkovlislalreadyémade!double,lanl!epigonelwhose!secondératelquali6
tylislsimplylassumed!and!requiresno!polemicallevaluation.'Whatever!Prutkov!

touched!wasltainted!with!thelimprimaturl!oflreaction!and!lackeyism.!'Even!though!
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thelperiod!after!the!Reforms!continued!to!demonstrate!thelincreasing!professionali6
zation!loflliteratureland!bureaucracy,!theltwolwere!notnecessarily!growinglapart.!!
As!Saltykov!demonstrates,!cooperationland!communication!was!always!possible.!!
Evenliflithelauthor!couldnot!makelalgood!bureaucratland!the!lbureaucrat,!similarly,!
didlnot'havelalfuturelas!anlauthor,!thelold!professional!curiosity!seemed!tolremain.!!
Authorsland!journalists,!suchlas!Saltykov’s!“Foamskimmers,”Inever!completely!freed!
themselves!from!their!fascination!with!thelinner6nzorkings!of'the!bureaucracyland!
thelinfluence!thatlitlhad!on!questions!oflsociallimportance.!!Similarly,'bureaucrats,!
represented!by!thelfictional!Prutkov,never!stopped!imagining!themselves!as!writ6
erslwith!something!to!say!/beyond!chancery!pronouncements.'When!Saltykov!play6
fullplaces!Prutkov!on!the!scene!of!1870s!Petersburg,'helis,!thus,lemployinglalsort!of!
cultural!shorthand!tolaccuse!theljournalistic!cliquelof!“Foamskimmers”loflthe!same!

literary!malfeasance!that!Prutkov!represented.!!

Thelappearance!of!lKoz’'ma!Prutkov,!then,lisloflpeculiarlinterestlin!that!itlis!
oneloflthe!few!moments!'when!Saltykov!reveals!the!sinews!connecting!thelliterary!
establishment!with!the!bureaucracy,!and,!moreover,!describing!themethods!by!
which!thelgovernmentthad/long!continued!tolinfluence!thelliteraryland!journalistic!
establishment.!!That!Saltykov!believed!such!alcollusion!to!belalprimary!factorlin!the!
erasureloflboundaries!separating!governmentlinterests!from!thoselofljournalists!is!
evidenced!bylanlallusion!to!Koz’'ma!Prutkov!and'his!friendlyladvice!to!the!members!
oflthe!“Foamskimmers”!that!they!conduct!their!journalisticlaffairs!with!“particular!

reserve.”!ll



Thelspread!ofljournalsland!themewly'hardened!battlellines/between!liberals!
and!reactionaries,!land/between!radicals!land!liberals,!meant!that!the!journalistic!bat6
tleslover!the!direction!of'Russia'would!continue!unabated.!'However,!theleralwas!
alsolonelin!'which!journalists!land!powerfulleditors!began!to!takelanlinterestlin!real6
izing!thelprojects'that!their!journals!featured.!'Thelcaselofltheljournalistland!editor!
Mikhail!Katkov’s!cooperation!with!the!Ministry!of!lEducationlinlnavigating!sweeping!
reformsl!to!primaryleducation!beinglamong!those!that!bothered!Saltykov,lin!particu6
lar.!'Now!the!bureaucrat!and!thelauthor!mightnotlonly!jump!between!professional!
activities,!but,linstead!might!participatelin!the!professionallaffairs!oflonelinstitution!
orlthelotherlwithout!givinglup!the!particular!prerogatives!ofleither!officelor!pen.!!t!
waslin!thislnewly!permeablelatmosphereloflprofessional!dualities!that!thelauthor!
and!the!bureaucrat!mightl!finally!be!thought!to'have!merged!into!alsingle,lunscrupu6
louslentity,!capableloflmaneuvering!the!prerogatives!of!the!presslin!the!direction!
that!the!governinglelite'might!find!either!beneficial!to!the!priorities!ofithelregime.!!
The!followinglexchangelillustrates!Saltykov’s!suspicions!ofljournalisticlintrigues!that!

werelslowlyleroding!thelindependence!of!thelpress:!

! Itlislpossible!that!(the!“Foamskimmers”)!are!getting!in6
formation!from!places!that.. literary!propriety!doesnotlallow!us!to!
name.!

! [fll'may!!...[Youlare!gettinglinformation!from!Privy!
Councilor!Kuz'ma!Prutkov'himself!!

! ! Ah,!my!dear!man,'how!intemperatelyoulare!!Thislis,!of!



liberalloflthe!men!oflourlage!!lt'sleven!possible!that'he!lwould!get!three!
“officiallwarnings”lat!once!130!

! ! Gettinglinto!thel!details!oflalllof!these!secretslisinotlal6
lowed!us....But!lwe'lhavel!foundlinlourselveslenough!civiclcourage!tolal6
lowl!uslto!say!tolourlopponents:!“Yourlexcellency!!You'havelbeen!mis6
led!”!And!wel!do'this!with!thelgreat!satisfaction!that!welsincerely!re6
spect'thisljollyland!bravelopponent...131!

Prutkov’s!proneness!to!censoriallutterancelislappended!as!albadge!ofthonor.!!
However,!thelparticularlcomplimentlis'telling,laslitimixes!the!punitive!codeslapplied!
tolauthors!and!bureaucrats.!'Koz'ma!Prutkov’slown!credentials!as!alliberallare!buf6
feted!bylallooselboastlaboutthis!potentiallcensurability.!!In'the!lconditions!of!distrust!
and!duress!that!thelnew!system!of!preépublication!censorshiplimposed!lupon!strug6
glinglliberalljournals!landlnewspapers,lallies!could!belidentifiednot!through!philo6
sophicallorlintellectuallcommonalities,'but!through!thelcommon!application!of!pen6
alties.!In!suchlanlincongruous!system,!thelold!values!uniting!thelliterary!community!
werellostlorltraded!forlnew!values!that!placed!alhigher!trustlinlone’slability!to!sucé
cessfullylavoidlorlinvite!punishment.!lIn!lsuchlalsystem,!Prutkov’s!real!service!was!
notthislliability!lunder!the!law,butthis!ability!to'keeplothers!from!itlwith!the!proper!

application!ofthis!rank!and!status.!

Another!comicltropel!seems!manifestlin!the!tendencyloflbureaucratic!rhetoric!
to!monopolize!the!discourselof!public!welfare.!Saltykov’s!satirical!“Project”lis,losten6

sibly,lalproject!to!savelwayward!youth!from!thel!sociallills!laffecting!their!generation.!!

130!This!refers!to!thelsystem!ofladministrativelwarningslissued!to!journals!that’have!run!
afoulloflthe!censorship.!IThreeladministrativelwarningslequaled!an!automatic!revoking!lofla!
journal’slprintllicenselfor!six!months.!

131!Saltykov&hchedrin,!XI1:1412!



However,!thelresultant!plan!oflpoliticallactionlamounts!tolalreactionary!schemelfor!
thelre@ntroduction!oflthe!death!penaltylin!Russia.l32!lSaltykov!seems!to!belusing!
hyperbolelhere!tolestrange!thelseeminglylinnocuous!politicallrhetoric!of!the!period!
from!thelhighly!malicious!political!lcontentlunderneath.!Contrasts!oflalllkinds,'but!
especially!thoselbetween!form!and!content,!were'highlights!oflthe!satirical!genre!
among!thelearlier!Natural!School!of!Russian!literature.!'The!scholar!Alla!Zhuk!notes!
that!such!contrasts!between!thelprivateland!the!public!(which!she!formulates!as!a!
problem!ofl“secrets”),land!those!between!theleverydayland!thethighbrow,!'were!the!
enginesloflsatirelin!thelera.133IThe!projects!satirized!in!The Diary of a Provincial in St.
Petersburg'compound!thelhyperbolic!surplus!/by!mocking!thelexpectations!of!the!
readerlexpecting!to!find!almodicum!oflconstructive!public!discourselin!the!journals!
oflthe!day.!'The!complete!disruption!ofllogicallsequence,!the!satirical!misalignment!
oflthe!conclusion!with!the!thesis,!thelinapplicabilitylof'the!means!to!the!stated!prob6
lem,lall!lparody'bureaucratic!reasoning.!!Saltykov!points!to!the!cynicallattempts!of!
thelcontemporary!bureaucraticlauthorities!to!mask!thelreactionarylaimslof!govern6
ment!policies.!'Saltykov’s!cynicallrendering!oflthe!“Foamskimmers”Ireinforces!this!
tendency!by'highlighting!thelnonsensicalljournalisticlobsession!with!litigating!polit6

icallminutiaelin!print.!

132!Theldeathlpenalty'had!been!suspendedlunder!Elizaveta!Petrovnalin!1754,!butlwas!used!
inlcertain!cases,!suchlas!thelexecution!of!lPugachev!in!1775!and!severalloflthelleading!De6
cembristslin!1826.!

133!AllalAleksandrovnalZhuk,!Satira natural'noi shkoly!(Saratov:!lzd.!Saratov.!Uni,!1979),!
626108.!



! Thellong!digressionlabout!thelliteraryllifelin'thelcapital,lwithlits!inter&extual!
allusions!to!Koz'ma!Prutkov!and!lits!lacerating!depictions!oflliberalljournalism,!do!
notldirectlylimplicate!the!bureaucrat.!!'Saltykov,!Inonetheless,!spreads!thelculpability!
for'thelsad!stateloflaffairslin!literatureland!journalism!acrosslalwidelarrayloflinstitu6
tions.!'His!deployment!of!Prutkovlislalnotésoéubtleljokelaimed!at!thelnexus!between!
thelliterarylestablishmentland!the!bureaucracy.!!!'Saltykov’s!depiction!oflthellife!of!
thelcosmopolitan!flaneurlin!thelpersonloflalvisiting!provincial!lsavant!provides!the!
author!thenarrativeldistancelinlwhich!tolexplore!the!familiarlworld!of'thelcapital’s!
literary!salons,!theater!boxes,!and!privatelclubs!withoutlassuming!the!too!familiar!
tonelofloneloflthelliterary!denizens!of'thelcity.!lHowever,!Saltykov’sInarrative!trick!
alsolallowsl!the!protagonist!to!move!fluidly!through!thelvarious!professionalland!so6
ciallayers!that!permeate!Petersburg!society.!!The!Provincial!poseur!can!claim!
friends!from!the!bureaucracy,!from!journalism!and!literature,!and!from!the!landed!

gentry,land,lin!doing!so,!can!demonstratelthe!seamlessness!ofltheselcommunities.!!!

Although!far!from!beinglalgenrelreserved!strictly!for!bureaucrats,!the!project
islalsuccessfullexpressionloflthe!bureaucraticlimpulselinlliterature;!the!contentlis!
drawn!from!the!pressing!socialland!politicallissues!of!the!day.!'But,lunlike!the!bu6
reaucratic!/forumslinlwhichl!suchlissues!werelusuallyladdressed,!thelauthorlislinvited!
tolengage'his!fancy,/bringingthim!a!measureloflpower!deniedhim!through!repres6
sivelcensorship,land!bylalreading!publiclincreasingly!detached!from!the!disappoint6
inglpolitical'realities!oflthe!Post@Reform!era.!ltlis!telling,!then,!that!the!satiricallpro-
jects exploredlin'this!chapterlare!soleffusively!reactionary.!'The!basic!lcontours!allow!

forlboth!the!creativelinstinct!presentlin!the!writer,!land!thelabnegating!instinct!of!



submissionland!subordination,lexpressed!in!thelultimate!preference!for!violence!
and!punishment.!!As!Saltykov&Shchedrin!suggests,lany!desire!to!create!must!be!
couchedlin!thenaturalllanguage!of!“abnegation,”!and!must!belalcascading!series!of!
prohibitionsland!limitations.134!IThelproject,'thus,lislalfitting!codal!for!an!eralin!which!
thelbureaucratland!theljournalist!icame!tolbelseenlas!broadlylevocative!oflalsimilar!

trend,!theltrend!towards!thelabnegation'of'the!social!questionlin!literature.13>!

! Comparelthelliteraturelofithe!1840s,!which!didn’t!takelalsingle!
step!without!general!principles,'with!contemporarylliterature,!which!
islbusy!playing!pickéup!sticks;!compare!the!Menandr!oflthe!past,lex6
pounding...inlexaltation!on!the!servicelofltheluppermostlinterests!of!
artland!truth,!'with!the!Menandrloflthe!present,!with!the!lsamelexalta6
tionlintoninglon!the!Aurora!Borealis!that'helhas!seen!in!Ekaterino6
slav....IWhatlalimpossible!lchasm!therelislbetween!these!ltwolcompari6
sons.!

! [ldo!not!say!thatlitlwould!belusefulland!wise!to!return!to!the!
1840s!withlitslsingular!serviceltolan!entirelrangeloflabstractions,!but!
neither!theirlabstractionsmorlanylotherslare!dear!to!me,litlis,linstead,!
theltemperamentland!the!direction!oflliterature.!!Nolonelwould'have!
dared!to!shout!then:!“Ourslisinotlaltimeloflexpansive!tasks!"136!

Thelwriterland!journalist’had!moved!away!from!the!certainties!of!the!1840s.!'The!
newleralsaw'him!movingheither!/forwardsmor!/backwards,!but,linstead,'towards!the!

ossificationloflalrangelof!practices!land!philosophies!thatno!longer!reflected!thelreal6

134!“Why,however,!do!they!destroy,labnegate,!prohibit,land!notlexpand,lestablish,!permit?!
Thelsecretlof!this!conditionlagain!consistslinlanloverlyfassionate!desire!to!“live,”lin!the!be6
lieflcombined!with!thatlword,!and!in!thelinability!to!sate!that!belieflby!means!other!than!
those!which!havelbeen!deeded!tolus!bylourlancestors.!!Bothlinlhappiness!and!inlunhappi6
nesslwelarelalllthelsamelillogicalland!follybound.”!Saltykov&Shchedrin, XI1:1373!

135!Saltykov’s!choice!for!theltruelrepresentative!figurelofltheleralis!the!“predator”!(khish6
nik),!thelspiritloflcapitalism!andlunbridled!autocratic!power,'behind!which!the!“foamskim6
mer”!dependably!follows.!Saltykové&Shchedrin,!X11:!5526553!

136!Saltykov&hchedrin,!XI1:!1430!



ityloflthe!society!around'him.!lInstead!of!takinglon!the!bureaucraticlorder,!thelwriter!
took!to!the!lbureaucraticlmedium!and!producedlliterary!versions!of'thelkinds!of!pro6
jectslthat,las!Saltykov!suggests,!werelreminiscentlof!thelvery!programs!that!were,!

even!then,'moving!Russian!society!further!from!the!goals!of!the!recent!past.!



CHAPTERIII

CENSOR RECENSUS: WRITING - S - CENSOR

They'havelpencils:!theselare!their!scepters.!

&Nicholas!!
|
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An Introduction: Glinka’s Private Act of Publicity

Censorshiplin'thelnineteenth!century!waslalratherlambiguous!and,!certainly,!
alperfidiouslundertaking,'both!for!the!censors!and!the!censored.!!Alshiftinglarray!of!
laws!and!decrees'made!forluncertain!ladministration.'However,linladdition!to!the!
officiallcensorshiplorgans!(and!therelwere!several),!Nicholas’!main!contribution!to!
thelpolicing!powersloflthelautocracy!was!the!soécalled!Third!Division,lalsecret!police!
forcelwithlhighlyéplaced!informants!throughout!thelempire,'lanswerable!directly!to!
the!Tsar!through'histhandépicked!chieflgendarme,!Alexander!Benckendorff!(1781!-!

1844).137)

The!Third!Division!followed!thelactivities!oflwhat!might!today'be!referred!to!
as'thelfifth!column,!potentiallenemies!oflthe!statelinlword!and!thought,!those!whose!
privatelactivities!mightllead!to!the!sortlof!“free!thinking”!(vol’'nodumie) that!Nicholas!
[ldistrusted.!'The!Third!Division,!much!likelits!successorlin!thenext!century,!the!
Cheka,!chased!after!potentially!criminal'thought!through!reams!of!correspondence!
and!dossiers.!!Onelof!Benckendorff’s!selféproclaimed!duties!was!to!censor!thelcen6
sors,!tolfollow!thelcourseloflcensorship!materiallthrough!thelstages!oflitsiredaction,!

and,lin'thelcaseloflitslinconsistency,!to!strikelatlalperson!orlinstitution!thought!to!

137!Forlalfuller!discussion!oflthe!Third!Section,!see!Sidney!Monas,!The!Third!Section:!Police!
and!Society!in!Russialunder!Nicholas!l!(Cambridge,!MA:!Harvard!University!Press,!1961).!
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havelsuspect!loyalties.138!lAs!SergeilGlinka’s!Imemoirs!show,!such!doubts!were!not!

unfounded...!

In!the!September!1865!edition!of!The!Contemporary,!Nekrasov!and!theledi6

tors!published!alnearly!lcompletelexcerpt!from!thelarchival!'manuscripts!ofithellate!
Russian!poetland!sometimelcensor!Sergei!Nikolaevich!Glinka!(177561841).!"The!
manuscriptlexists'todaylin!Glinka’s!personallfilelin!the!manuscript!division!of!the!
Russian!National!Library.139l!Given!the!subject!matter,/however,land!the!standards!
oflacceptable!decorum!in!the!Nicholaeven!era,litimust!belassumed!that!the!manu6é
scriptlwaslwritten!for!theldrawer,'wherelitIremained!untillafter!the!poet’s!death.!!
This!lpithy!document!details!severallevents!from!thelauthor’s!short!land!unfortunate!

censorshipl!career.!!!

Glinka'had!many!disagreements!with!thelcensorshiplauthorities!during'his!
tenurel!therelfrom!1828luntil!1832.!Earlier!correspondencelindicates'his!frustration!
withlallong@runningland!costly!legal'battle!over!alscurrilous!poem!that'hehad!
passed!through!the!censorship.!Glinkalcarefully!tallied'his!supposed/losses!in'his!
correspondencelwith!the!Minister!of!lPublic!lEducation,!charginglinto!recriminations!
where'his!morelcareful!colleagues!might!have!paused!tolconsider!the!traditional!

categoriesloflrankland'hierarchy.!!Glinka’slunguarded!publicllanguagelislon!fuller!

138!Forlaldiscussionlof!the!Third!Divisionland!espionagelactivities!directed!againstlliterary!
society,!see/Ruud,!Fighting!Words,!87639.!

139!Themanuscriptlislaccompanied!by!the!followingmote:!“the!datelof!thelaccession!of!the!
documentlisinotlestablished.!!All!thatlislknown!lis!that!the!manuscript!of!S.IN.!Glinka!“My!
Censorship”!camelearlier.!Q.IXIIL,IN.!12,!Sergei!N.!Glinka,!'RossisskaialNatsional'naia!Bibli6
oteka,!Saint!Petersburg.!
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displaylinlalcurious!autobiographical!piece!written!in!1832,!at!thelend!ofthis!censor6
ship!career.!'Thelmanuscript!details!theljustification!for!Glinka’s!entrylinto!the!cen6

sorship,lalprofessional!path!that!regularly!buffetsthis!conscience:!

Thelwholelyear!l!'fought!back!against!the!strict!codex![thel«Iron!Co6
dex»!of!1826]...Then!l!'wrote!to!the!Assistant!to!the!Ministerlof!Public!
Education,!D.IN.IBludov,'asking:!would!itlnot'be!possible!to!givelme!
thelpositionloflaltravellinglinspector!oflprivate!schools?!Mr.!Bludov!
responded...'thatlif!l!did!notlagree!to'belalcensor,!then!there!was!no!
other!position...lHe!lwholis!sinking!willlgraspleven!forlalrazor.140!

Glinka’s!perenniallfinanciallworries,'when!coupled!with'his!fortunate!contacts!
among!thelold!Alexandrinianlelite,leftlhim!expectinglalsinecure!that!might!suit’his!
literary!bent.'However,!thelofficeloflcensor,!whileloftentimes!entrusted!tolliterary!
men,!waslincreasingly!reserved!forluniversity!professorslowing!theirlentire!subsist6
encelto!their!professionallposition!within!stateGrunl!education.!!Glinkalwas!lawarded!
thelpositionlof!“tertiary”!censor!without!thelrights!oflacademicians!to!claim!alpres6
tigious!positionlon!the!Moscow!Censorship!Committee.!'This!fact,!which!Glinkalre6
gardedlaslaldemotion!given'hislliterarylantecedents,'would!lead!to!altercations!like!

thelfollowing:!

“..Itlislalgood!thing!that!God!gave!melalstrong!spirit.!'Peoplelin!similar!
situations!comelto!blows,!'whichlis'whatthappened...I[Excited!by!the!
“mostlserene”fistsloflthe!ministerland,'having!run!out!onto!the!street,!
[lyelled!back!that!from!theltyranny!of!ministers!“Fourteenth of Decem-
bers'would!breakloutlevery!day...”141!

140!“Iz!zapisok!SergeialNikolaevicha!Glinky”!Sovremennik!9!(1865):1222.!
141!Thelreference'herelis'to!the'Decembrist!'Revoltlon'December!14,!'1825.!1bid.,!228.!
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Yet,!Glinkalsaves'his!most!potent!'words!for!the!Tsarthimself.!'Fastlupon'his!dismis6
sallforlquarrelsomeness!in!1832,!Sergey!Glinka!penned!alpersonal!'memoirlabout'his!
unhappy'timelin!the!Censorship,laldangerous!measure!given!thatlitlwas!written!dur6
ing!thelfirstlyearsloflthe!Nicholaevan!reaction.!'Thelmemoir,!recorded!on!parchment!
and!bound'togetherlinlalleather!booklet,!purports!to!belalrecord!of!Glinka’s!princi6
pled'battles!withlaltyrannicallcensorship,!castinglhimselflas!almartyr!for!the!cause!of!
freelspeechlinlalcorrupt!society.!'Thirty&hreelyearllater,noting!Glinka’s!seemingly!
“inadmissiblelacerbity”!for!theleraland!lauding!thelauthor’s!perversitylin!the!face!of!

challenging!political!circumstances,!The!lContemporary!transcribed!and!printed!

nearlylthelentire!manuscript.!!However,lalsignificant!section!near!thelend!of!thelun6

finished!memoirs!remained!unpublished!and!unattested,!marked!only!by!ellipsis.!

! Thelexcerptlin!The!Contemporary!runs!faithfully!for!six!printed!pages!until!
thelline,!“Ilasked!V.IV.Izmailov!to!censor!my!manuscriptlunder!theltitle!“The!History!
oflthelLifelof!Alexander!the!First,”lafter'which!the!manuscriptland!the!posthumous!

article!divergelsignificantly,!the!manuscript!version!follows:142!

In!thelsecond'halflof!1818,!I'reminded'him,!Alexander!had!promised!
that!the!lsamelconstitution!that'had!given!the!Poles!alkingdom![would!

with!the!lquestion:!“darelwelspeak!oflalconstitution!after!the!14th!of!
December?”!...!lllstaggered!and!threw!thelgauntlet!back!before!him!“If!
youlsuppose,!my!good!sir,”!llcountered,!“thatlafter!the!14thlofIDecem6
berlitlis!forbidden!to!talk!about!a!constitution,!'then!inform!on!me.!!

142!Sergey!N.!Glinka!“Moe!Tsenzorstvo”!Fond!191,!Sergei!N.!Glinka,'RossisskaialNatsion6
al'naialBiblioteka,!Saint!Petersburg.!!
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mouth!oflthe!Tsar’himself!!'I'domot!valuellife:!linform!on!me,'even!the!

!
Sinceltheltreasonous!manuscript!'wasnot!published,!Glinka’sthopedfor!martyrdom!
was!notlrealized,land!heldied!peacefully!in!1847 !fifteenlyears!after!penning!these!
lines.!'However,'herelislan!lexample!both!oflthe!politicallyécharged!rhetoric!that!
sounded!behind!closed!doorslin!Nicholaevan!Russialand!the!censorial!presence!that!

kept!politicalldiscussion!cordoned,!outloflthe!book!shops!andllendingllibraries.!!

! Glinka’s!manuscript!waslanlexamplelof!thelkind!of!lese@majesté!thatthad!be6
comelriskylin!the!climateloflreaction!that!settled!over!Russialin!the!lwake!of!the!De6
cembristlrevolt.\Butlin!this!/dramaticlexchange!between!authorland!censor!we'have!
encapsulated!thelcomplexities!of!thelcensorshiplin!thenineteenth!century.!!Glinkalis!
caughtlin!thelteethlof!thelcensorshipland!responds!using!thelvery!language!that'helis!
tasked!withlexcising!from!Russia’s!vocabulary.!!Thelexchange,!though!testing!the!
balancelbetweenlauthoritarianism!and!emergentlliberalism,lis!lactually!between!two!
civillservants!tasked!with!enforcinglaltopédown!version!oflauthoritarian!discourse.!!
Glinka,!the!censor,!presentsthis!problematic!manuscript!for!censorship!review,!only!
tolhaveltheloffending!passages'excised!land!forever!lost!to!the!potentiallreader.!
However,lhis!treasonouslopinion!never!reached!the!Tsar,either.!!'Such!was!the!

tradeofflimplicitlinlliteraturelin!thenineteenth!century.!!!

Authors!stood!at!the!forefrontloflpubliclopinion,!ready!tolexpress!the!mood!

oflthe!country.!"Pushkin,!Lermontov,!Gogol’,!land!Dostoevskylalllchallenged!the!status!

143!bid.!
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quo'by!contesting!the!bounds!oflacceptable!discourselin'thelintellectually!repressive!
conditionsloflthelautocratic!state.!'But!behind!the!glorylofitheirlliterary!fame,!there!
arelstoriesloflrepressiveltactics,!overzealous!censorship,!police!surveillance,limpris6
onment,landlexile.!!Nicholas!builtlan!efficient!police!state!that!was!ready!tolcounter!
emerginglliberallideologies!through!violence,!tolswiftly!punishland!repress.!'The!
censorshiploften'mediated!such!perilous!encounters.!!Glinka’s!“gauntlet”!was!meant!
tolland!at!thelfeet!lof!thelauthorities,butlit!flew!no!further!than'his!colleaguelin'the!
censorship,!Izmailov.!'How!many!such!gauntlets!fell!lshortlofltheirlmark?!'How!many!
words,!spokenlagainst!thelauthorityloflthe!Tsar,!the!bureaucracy,!serfdom,laristo6

craticlprivilege,!missed!theirlmark!and!flew!nolfurther!than!alcensor’s!desk?!!!

Thenineteenth!centurylwaslaltimeloflintellectual!debates,!great!philosophi6
callferment,!sociallupheaval,land!foreshortened!politicallreformation.!However,!we!
mayotlactuallylknowhow!much!oflwhat!lwas!saidlin!thelheat!of!these!contests,lin!
anger,lin!passion,!didinotlend!uplin!print.!'Thelcensorship!that!was!built!to!protect!

thelelites!from!authorslalso!protected!thelauthors!from!thelelites.!!!

This!chapterlexamines'’how!bureaucrats!sought!tolengage!with!the!public!
spherelnotlonly!through!state!service,'butlalso!throughlliterarylendeavor.!'The!dou6
blellife!that!such!activitylimplied!exposed!the!lcensoréuthor!to!professionallobsta6
clesland,lin'the!stilllprotean!conditions!of!Russia’s!literary!economy,!did!not!leave!
much!room!for'maneuverwhen!thelauthorécensor!ranlafoullof!the!lgovernment.!'We!
begin!by!lookinglat!the!lcompromises!implicitlin!balancinglliterarylinfluencelwith!
professionallobligations.!!In!particular,!l'examine!the!strugglelof'three!Russianlau6

thorécensors!tolobtain!permission!to!publishlalliteraryljournallin'thelearly!days!of!
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Nicholas!I’slreign.!'Vladimir!lzamilov,!Sergey!Glinka!(thelauthor!of!the!lmanuscript!
excerptslabove),land!Sergey!Aksakov!camelface!to!face!with!thelintransigence!ofla!
regimelthat!soughtlincreasing!controllover!thelentirety!of!the!process!oflliterary!
creation,!from!thelactloflinscriptionlon!paper!to!the!publication!and!dissemination!of!
literatureland!journalism!across!thelempire.!'The!particular!twistslofllogic!that!led!
authorland!censor,!citizen!and!official,!inlopposite!directions!for!thelremainder!of!
thelimperiallera,larelon!display'here.!'The!development!oflalliterary!'market!and!
economy,'which!had!previously!/been!patron!to!thoseloflits!servitorslinvolved!in!lit6
erature,!could'now!begin.!!Byljuxtaposing!thelexpectations!oflliterary!men!raised!
under!thelpatronage!system!oflthe!previousleralwith!thelincreasingly!reactionary!
attitudes!of!Nicholas’bureaucracy,!thelcorrespondence!provideslalwindow!onto!the!

tensions!that'would!define!theltwo!camps!throughout!thelrestlof!thelimperiallera.!

The!chapter!then!moves!to!the!caselof!Alexander!Nikitenko,'whoselfraught!
careerlaslalcensor!cameloften!at!thelexpenselof'his!respected!positionlas!alscholar!
and!critic.!His!professionallactivity!was!lalways!shadowed!by'his!serflorigins.!!Serf6
dom!and!thellongGunning!battle!lover!thelright!to!debatelit!led!directly!to!thelevolu6
tionlofljournalism!and!political'thought!that!shook!the!foundations!of!thelcensorship!
regime.!!Nikitenko’s!recollections!oflthe!midtineteenth!centurylliteraryworld!pro6
videlalprism!through!which!to!view!the!development!oflboth!literatureland!censor6
ship,!two!Russianlinstitutions!that!were!symbiotic.!!Nikitenko’s!personallacquaint6
ancesland!colleagues!'were!lmembers!oflthelliterary!elite.!!Helrecords!many!personal!
conversations!with!suchl!figures!suchlas!Gogol’,/Pushkin,!Zhukovsky,land!Turgenev,!

and!waslalclose!personallfriend!of!lvan!Goncharov,!alsolalcensor,'withlwhom'he!
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journeyed!to!Europelon!multipleloccasions.!'But!Nikitenko!was!notlalonelin'his!lcon6
flicted!servicelto!the!statelinstruments!oflcensorship,land!could!countlas!colleagues!

Fyodor!Tiutchev,!Apollon!Maikov,!SergeilAksakov,!and!others.!

Theldifferinglattitudes!about!thellimits!of!public!lspeech!spurred!by!debates!
overlserfdom!lare,lin!turn,!conciselylillustrated!by!the!divergentlapproaches!to!cen6
sored!speech'held!by!Nikitenkolas!lopposed!tolanother!former!bureaucrat,!thelradi6
callcriticlinlexile,!Alexander!Herzen.!INikitenko’s!laversion!to!Herzen’s!polemical!
stylelcenters!aroundlissues!ofirhetoric,!landlillustrates!thelways!inlwhich!censorial!
attitudeslfiltered!notlonly!intoleditorial!ldecisions,!butlinto!the!private!thought!of!

even!the!mostlenlightened!sector!of!thelservicelintelligentsia.!

Censor Recencus: Writing as a Censor

But poems are not an officer’s affair, for this we have poets; for a bureaucrat,
no matter what he sets out to write, it always comes out as a petition.

&\.'F.!Pavlov’s!“Demon”144!

On!August!9,!1829!lvan!Dvigubskii,lalmember!of!the!Moscow!Censorship!
Committee,'which!waslaldivision!of!the!Ministrylof!Public!Education,!dictated!the!

following!missivelto!Adjunct!Secretary!Shchedritskii:145!

! Tolthe!Central!Censorship!Administration!

144.IN.IF.\Pavlov,!“Demon”thttp://az.lib.ru/p/pawlow_n_f/text_0020.html!(July!2,12016)!!

145!Both!lvan!Alekseevich!Dvigubsky!(1771!-11839)!and!lzmail!Alekseevich!Schedritsky!
(1792!-11869)!were!professorslat!Moscow!University.!
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Major!Vladimir!Vladimirovich!lzmailovicame!to!thislcommittee!with!a!
petition!forlanlapplication!to!printlaljournallin'thelyear!1830!lunder!
thelnamelof!The!Contemporary,land'has!submitted!a!prospectus!for!
saidljournal.!'The!lCommittee,having!found!nothinglin!contravention!
oflcensorship,lon!thelbasis!oflthe!Censorship!Code,has!the'honor!of!
forwarding!thislapplication!and!the!prospectus!for!confirmation!by!
thelCentral!Censorship!/Administration.146!

Thelletter!waslissued!from!the!Moscow!Censorship!Committee,laslindicated!by!the!

cursivelscriptlunderlining!the!florid!mark!of!'the!Ministrylof!Public!Education.!

Thelletter!lwas!marked!“Case!(Delo)!133,”land!was!duly!sent!tolits!intended!recipi6
ent,!the!Central!Censorship!Committee!in!St.!Petersburgland!the!Minister!of!Public!

Education'himself,!Count!Lieven.!!!

! Thelrecords!detailing!thelentire!process!oflthe!formal!“request”!(proshchenie)!
from!the!momentloflits!submission!to!thelorderly tolitslacceptance!bylalminister!
havelnot!beenl!left!to!posterity.!Whatlis!probablelis!that!thelentire!process!oflnegoti6
ating!the!manifold!bureaucracylof'the!Empire!was!impossibly!confusing./Thelauthor!
Vladimir!Giliarovskii!(1855!-11935)records!an!experiencelwith!the!bureaucracy!of!

the!lCensorship!Committee!in!St.!Petersburg:!

[lwasladvised!to!submit!my!application!to!the!Chairman!of!the!Central!
Administration!Feoktistov.!

“Submitlit...to!clear!your!conscience...Only,!the!thinglis...tomorrow!at!
2!o’clock!submitlit!lpersonally!to!the!Chairman.”!

146![1.!1A].IDvigubskii,!“O!dozvolenii!Maiorullzmailovulizdavat’lvIMoskve!Zhurnal!pod!
nazvaniem!Sovremennika:machato!20.!August!1829,”IPis’'molv!Glavnoe!Upraveleniie!
Tsentsury,!20!August!1829,!1:156,!1829,!Delo!174,!Fond!772,'RGIA,!St.!Petersburg.!
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“Ilarrived!thenext!daylat!2!o’clock!with!thelapplication!labout!review6
inglandlapproving!the!book.!'l'asked!the!courier!tolannounce!me,!slip6
ping'him!alpaper!ruble!to'lknock!him!down!alpeg.”!

“I'll'lannouncelyounow...!0Only,hislexcellencylisinotthimself!today...!
waitlalmoment.”!

Theylannounced!me.!ll'lentered.!'Atheavyésetlofficial!lpaced!around'his!
officelalone.!'He!lsaw!meland!bowed'histhead.!!Helapproached.!Having!
presented!myself,!I'Thanded'him!the!petition.!

“Whatlis!this?!Alpetition?”!

“Yes.”!

He!took!it.!"Helexamined!it.!
“And!the!stamps?!Wherelare!thelstamps!?!?”!
“I'lllpastelon!thelstamps...!0Only,!please,!don’t!refuse!to’hear!melout.”!

“Petitionslaren’t!presented!without!stamps...\Belsolgood!as!to!pastelon!
thelstamps”...I'stood!confused!and!sullen...!

Givenl!that!bureaucratic!petitioning!wasmothing!shortloflan!industrylinlimperial!
Russia,lattemptsl!tolassist!petitioners!'wereecessary.!Onelsuch!pamphlet,!“AlGuide!
tolthe!Clear!Study!oflthe!Administrative!Scheduleloflthe!Processinglof!Documentslin!
Russia”!(Rukovodstvo k nagliadnomu uziucheniiu administrativnogo poriadka teche-
niie bumag v Rossii),'published!in!Moscow!in!1858,!gives!thelreaderlalsenseloflthe!
complications!thatlalcaselfilelmight!meetlonlits'way!to!the!desk!oflan!officiallem6

powered!to!make!decisions.!

! The!pamphlet!was!published!with!alfullécolor!folding!platelin!thelinsert!that!
featured!anlexpansive!flow!chart!filled!with!colorlkeysland!overlayinglvectors.!!The!

chart!/demonstrated!how!petitions!'would!loop!through!the!bureaucratic!machine!

147!Arlen!Blium,'Russkielpisatelilo!tsenuryliltsentsurakh:!lot!'Radishchevaldonashikh!dnei!
1790!-11990!(Moscow:!Poligraf,!2011),!1198.!
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overlandloverlagain,leach!time!gaininglalnew!coat!oflink.!!All!told,!a!petitionlad6
dressed!tolalminister!'waslenteredlinto!thelregister!at!the!Chancellery!and!then,lup6
on!determination!oflthe!proper!departmentallavenue,!could!expect!tolcompleteno!
less!than!thirtyéone,!landno!more!than!thirtyffive,!steps!before!being!reported!back!

tolthelpetitioner.!

In!the!Department!the!flow!ofldocuments!goeslaccording'to!the!fol6
lowinglorder:!

1. The!Attendant,'having!signed!for'thelreceiptlofithe!packetlofldocu6
ments,!passes!them!to,!

2. Thel!Chancellery!Officer,'who,havinglopened!the!packet,!presents!the!
documents'to,!

3. Thel!Director,'and!the!Director!returns!them!to,!

4. The!Chancellery!Officer,!for!dispatch!to,!

5. The!Main!Journalist,!'who!records!them!in!the!Receipt!Journal,lnumé6
bers!them!and!sign!them!over!to!

6. Thel!Desk!Officer,'who!presents!them!to!!

7. Hislassistant!forlentrylinto!the!Tablelregistryland,!thereupon,!theirlre6
turn'to!thelaforementioned,!

8. Desk!Officer!for!presentation!to,!!

9. Thel!Division!Chiefl!for!their!verballpresentation!to!!

10. The!Directorland!alsolicitation!ofthim!on'his!lorders!as!to!the!further!
courseloflthe!documents.!

11. The!Division!Chieflprepares!thesehimselflor!delegates!to,!

12. The!Desk!Officer!tolprepare!thelreport,!'which!

13. The!Division!Chieflreviews!and!passes!to,!

14. The!Desk!Officer!for!transmission!'to,!

15. The!Scrivener,'who,'having!copied!it,'giveslit!for!tabulation!to!
!

And!solon!until, finallylitlislpassed!back!to...!

32.The!Attendant;land'he,Inoting!the!packetlin!the!Attendant!or!Deliver!
book,!sends!the!packetlaccording!tolitsladdress!by!Courier.148!

148!Unattributed,!"Rukovodstvolkinagliadnomuluziucheniiuladministrativnogo!poriadka!
techeniielbumag!v!Rossii”!(Moscow:!tip./Katkova,!1858),!367.!
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Thel!bureaucraticlroutelpassed!through!the!“Desk!Officer”Inine!times,!the!“Depart6
ment!Chief”!six!times,!the!“Scrivener”!twice,!and!sol!on.!IThe!path,!while!circuitous,!
describes!the!workings!oflalbureaucracy!reliably!producing!outputlaccording!tolits!

binarylcriteria,!“accepted” (priniato)'or!“declined”!(otkloneno).!!

! The!marks!oflthe!machine,!the!dozens!of!stations!through!which!alllpetitions!
passed,larelnearlylinvisiblelin!this!set!ofldocumentsland!arelinscribed!only!by!the!
seriesloflnumbers!forithelvarious!registerslin'which!allltransactions!'were!recorded.!
However,!the!matter!seems!tolhave!been'handled!fairly!quickly'and!with!some!effi6
ciency.!In'thelaftermath!ofithe!Decembrist!Revolt,!Nicholas’ladvisers!paid!special!
attention!to!thelroleloflthe!presslinthislempire,!revising!thelentire!censorship!code!
twicelinltwolyearsland!appointing!certainlextraordinary!powers!forthis!designated!
deputies,!particularlylin'the!Third!Division.!'The!Third!Division,lin'turn,!quickly!shut!
down!publications!that!they!found!politically!suspicious.!Thus,!matters!oflthe!pen!
werellikely!tolreceivelunwanted!attention!from!the!bureaucratic!functionaries!

tasked!with!monitoring!them.!

! Case 133 waslanlapplication!by!the!writerland!censor!Vladimir!lzmailov!
(177361830),'requestinglapprovallto!begin!publication!oflalnew!journal!The!Con6
temporary!(Sovremennik).14°INotlappended!to!the!bureaucratic!/dépéchelwas!the!

nameloflthelotherlauthorlwho!would!form!theleditorial'board!oflthelnew!journal,!

149!In!1836!Pushkin!published!aljournallby!the!same!name,!but!in!St./Petersburg.!!!
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Sergey!Glinka.1>0lVladimir!lzmailovlwas!anlacolytelofINikolai!Karamzin,!and'his!most!

famous!work!remainslaltraveloguelof!Russia,!Travels!in!Southern!Russia!

'l(

(Puteshchestvie v poldennuiu Rossii),!lalwork!“completelylin'the!stylelof![Karamzin’s]!

Letters!oflalRussian!Traveller!(Pis’'ma russkogo puteshestvennika).”151!IThelrest!of!

[zmailov’slliterary!career!was!spentleditinglalstring!ofljournals!and!almanacs.!!Alt6
hough!servinglinlalcivilian!post!with!lattendant!civilian!ranks,!Izmailov'had!also!
served!in'the!militaryland!thus!possessed!the!military!rank!of!Major,!thelappellation!
helreceiveslin'thelletter.152!llzmailov'had,!laccording!to!biographical!sources,!found!
that!the!pension!Karamzin'had!won!fortlhim'had!becomelinsufficient,!andhelwas!

forced!tolacceptlalpositionlas!censor.!!

! Along!with!lzmailov,!Sergey!Glinka,!mentioned!above,!land!Sergey!Aksakov,!
later!thelauthorlofl- Family Chronicle (Semeinnaia khronika),'werelalllmembers!of!
thelMoscow!Censorship!Committeeland!were!considered!“tertiary!censors”!(stor-
onnye tsensory);'as!V.IV.IDanilov!detailslinlanlexamination!of!these!threelauthor6

censors:!

By!the!Censorship!Statelof!1828,!the!censorship!was!considered!al6
mostlexclusivelylin!thethands!of!professors,!thelonlylappointed!mem6
bersloflthelcensorship!committees,!sincelin!thelopinions!gathered!dur6
ing!thelre6nvorkingloflquestions!on!the!foundation!oflthe!censorship,lit!
wasl!constantly!pointed!out!that!the!position!of!censor!required'higher!
education.!!Aiding!the!professorslwere!“tertiary”!censors!appointed!

150!A.!A.!Polovtsov.Russkilbibliograficheskiilslovar’lhttp: / /www.rulex.ru/vol5!(May!21,!
2016),129067.!

151!Brockhaus!and!Efron!Encyclopedic!Dictionary,!r.XIla.thttp: //www.vehi.net/!
brokgauz/index.html!(May!21,!12016),!853.!!

152!Alphenomenonlattributablelto!the!fact!that'military!rankslalwaysloutweighed!their!
analogousl!civilian!counterparts.!!!
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from!those!lwho!did!not!belong!to!thelranks!oflprofessors.!!Upon!the!
enactmentlof'thelnew!codex,!'the!former!censors!were!supposed!to!
havelbeen!cashiered,!and!onlyla!few!of!these!could'havelhoped!to!lre6
ceivelanlappointmentlaslaltertiary!censor.153!

These!“tertiary”Icensors,las!they!werelknown,!didnot!occupylacademic!positions,!
butlwere!considered!to!possess!thelnecessary!skills!to!perform!censorship!duties.!!
Danilov!characterizes!this!condition!oflacademytbased!censorship!bylalluding!to!the!
idealthat!“enlightened!orleducated”!practitioners!should!perform!censorial!ldu6
ties.154lHowever,!'the!move!to!consolidate!censorship!dutieslamonglacademicians!
may'havelalso!lbeen!meantl!tolalleviate!certain!other!problems,!thatlis,!litimay'have!
beenlintended'tolexclude!lcommerciallauthors!from!the!censorshiplorgans.!!'That!this!
waslalproblemlislillustrated'by!exchanges!/between!Count!Lieven’,!the!departmental!

Minister,!land'both!lzmailov!and!Glinka.!

! Contemporaries!described!Glinkalas!“unbalanced,'hot&empered,land!direct...!
and!making!waveslaslalcensor,”!meaning!thatthe!was,!perhaps,lilllsuited!tolconsist6
entlylenforcing!censorship!standards.1>>!llAfterlaltimeéconsumingladministrativeland!
legal/battlelwithla!publisher'whoselwork'he'had!censored,!Glinka!turned!to!Lieven’!
withlanleffusivelplealforladditional!financiallsupport,!citing!not!only!theladditional!
strains!that’his!censorship!duties!'werelcausing,!butlalso!providing!allist!oflliterary!
consignments!that’hethadlyet!to!lcompletelinllight!oflrecent!professionalltroubles.!!

153!V.IV.!Danilov,!“S.!T.!Aksakov,!S.IN.!Glinka,'I'V.!V.!IzmailovivIMoskovskom!tsentsurnom!
komitete.”linllzvestiialpolrusskomuliazykulilslovesnosti!1!(1928):!518.!

154!Ibid.,!508.!

155!“unhinged,langry,land!stubborn...land!making!waveslaslalcensor.”lVadim!Vatsuro,!
Skvoz’lumstvennoilplotiny:!0!knigakhlilpresse!Pushkinskoilpory!(Moscow:!lzd./Kniga,!
1986),!151.!
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Hislliterary!'worklisllisted!first,'butlwasllikelynot!the!main!sourceloflincome.!This,!it!
would!seem,!was!notlonlylalplealforladditional'wages,'butlalsolan!early!examplelofla!
claim!forlliterarylactivitylaslallegitimate!professional!pursuitlin!lline!with!alservice!

career.!!!

Notlhaving...anything!besides!mylallowance!for!feeding!my!family,!I!
must!necessarilylearn!somethinglevery!day,!fifteen!rubleslat!the!least.!!
My!possessions!consist!solelyloflmy!timeland!my!work:!lanoble!soul!
willlknow!thelpricelofltthese!lcommodities.!!My!current!llabor!towards!
thelattainment!of!thelaforementioned!is!as!follows:!!

1)!For!thelbookseller!Loginova!llam!workinglon!“A!lPanoramaloflthe!
Universe”,land!“A'Historicalland!Political'Picture!of!the!Sublime!
Porte”.!l'2)!For!the!bookseller!M.!P.!Glazunoval!llam!contributing!to!the!
“Encyclopedialfor!Youth”!the'lhistory!section,!land!also!“Anecdotes!of!
Peter!the!First.”!3)!For!the!bookseller!Khrustalev!llam!composing!a!
book!under'theltitle:!“On!Biblical'Rhetoricland!the!Spirituallin!Relation!
to!General!Literacy:!with!a!Concordance!to!lnstructional!Passages!
from!Biblical!History!from!Bousset,>¢!Dmitriy!Rostovsky,>7land!Met6
ropolitan!Filaret.158!

Thelcircumstanceslarisinglaslalresultloflthe!petition!of!the!State!
Councilland!Cavalier!Kachenosvkii...distracted!me!from!my!daily!la6
bors,!which'had!sustained!my!family.!!l'suffered!losses!oflmore!than!
fourthundred!rubles;!and!therefore,!maylit!pleaselyour'honor,!order!
that!I!'may!be!givenlanlallowance!from!thelequitylas!restitution!for!the!
losses!lthave!suffered?15!

Herelis!thelrather!bold!assumption!thatlindependent!(not!patronéased)!literary!
pursuits!could!cohabit!withlotherlobligations.!!Literary!'work'had!/become!a!market6

able!commoditymotlonly!with!lanlimplicitlvalue!lderived!from!its!prestige,'but!with!a!
156!Jacques@Bénigne!Bossuet!(1627!-11704):French!theologian!and!orator.!!

157!Saint!DmitriyloflRostov!(1709!-11757):!Russian!churchman,leducator,!and!religious!re6
former.!

158!Patriarch!FilaretlofIMoscow!(1553!-11633):IMetropolitanland!progenitor!of!thelRoma6
nov!dynasty.!

159!Danilov,!“S.T.!Aksakov...vitsenzurnom'komitete,”!515.!
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reallsum!that!could!be!preciselylestimated!against!llosses.!Thislwas!alstriking!change!

that’hadlarrived!very!recently!with!thelnascentlliterary!economy.!!!

Thelmew!professionalism!championed!by!Pushkinland!commoditized!'by!Bul6
garin,!Grech’,!Senkovsky,land!othersinow!meant!that!alwriter!could!aspire!to!make!a!
livinglas!anlauthor.!!Glinka’s!request!forlremuneration'hints!at!the!transitional!peri6
odlin!thelliteraryleconomy!and!exposes!the!contradiction!in!Glinka’s!expectation!of!
patronage!(or,latlalminimum,!continued!reliancelon!governmentllargesse),itself!
quicklybecominglantiquated!in'the!conditions!oflan!lemerging!capitalist!literary!
market.160lIThislcomeslasllittle!surprise,!since!Glinkathad!been!albeneficiarylof!Alex6
ander!l’s!patronage.!Nevertheless,!Glinka’s!boldness!seems!to!challenge!Lieven’slex6
pectation!that!state!servicelwould!take!ultimate!professional!lprecedencelin!Russia.!!
Alnew!worldloflrelativelvalues!'was!emerging!thatlallowed!other!professionallcall6
ings!notlonly!to!displace!state!service,'butlalso!provide!the!leconomic!logic'by!which!
suchlalnew!system!oflvalues!could!emergelaslalsustained!alternative!to!thelexisting!

order.161!

This!changelandlitslintrusionlinto!thelcalculus!oflbureaucratic!'work,!seems!
however,!stilllunwelcome!to!the!minister!tolwhom!this!petition!wasladdressed,!

Count!Lieven’.!

160!Forlaldiscussionlof'ttandem!bureaucratic/literary!patronagelin'thellateéeighteenthland!
earlymineteenth!centuries!see!Walter!].!Gleason.!Morallldealists,'Bureaucracy,!and!Cathe6
rinelthe!Great!(New!Brunswick,!NJ:!Rutgers!University!Press,!1981),!56.!!

161!Forlaldiscussionlof'thelriseloflprofessionallliterature!see!“Daitelnam!pischulviotech6
estvennoilliterature,li!lmylotkazhemsialotlinostrannoi:!Formirovane!chitatel’skoilauditorii”!
in!A.lL.IReitblat.!Kak!Pushkin!vyshellvlgenii:lIstorikoésotsiologicheskielocherkilo!knizhnoi!
kul’'ture!Pushkinskoilepokhi!(Moscow:!INovoel!Literaturnoe!Obozrenie,'2001),!14-29.!
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[lconsider!the!pretensions!ofIMr.!Glinkalunfounded:!sinceleveryonelis!
presented!with!thelfreedom!of!choicelas!to!the!means!ofltheirlexist6
encel'that!they!willlconsider!the!most!lucrativeland!iflanyonelenters!liné
tolgovernment!service,!then'heltakeslon!thelattendant!duties!to!de6
votelalllofthis!time!tolit,land!to!fulfill!alllof!the!duties!attendant!luponlit,!
takingladvantageloflthose!benefits!connected!to!the!position;!for!pur6
suitslprivateland/lliterary'he!may!uselonly!that!timelwhichlis!left!free!
to'him...162!

Suchlanlargument!seems!rationallandlinoffensivelenough.!'!However,!'when!pressed,!
Lieven’slviewslabout!the!matter!were!stronger.!'Hinting!at'hislannoyance!thatlin6
creasingl!specializationland!professionalizationlin!the!Russianleconomy!was!re6
ordering!thethierarchy!that!privileged!service!careers,!Lieven’!demonstrates!thatthis!
objections'tolliterarylactivitylwere!more!faréeaching.!When!Case!133!reached!

Count!Lieven’, 'hislanswerl!was!direct:!

[lcannot!deem!lit!proper!thatlalbureaucrat,!placed!by!thelgovernment!
for!surveillancelof!publications!by!other!citizens,'would!enterlinto!
equallrelations!with!them,'making'himself'theleditor!oflalsyndicated!
publication,!and,!thus,'would/lay!open'himself!to!thelcritiques!and!
judgments,'even!those!thatlare!madelunjustly,lon!the!part!ofithose!
whom'helhad/been!placed!inljudgment...163!!

Lieven' lin!fact,!seems!tolhavelconsidered!thelrequestlitselflalbreach!oflpolicy,land!
threatened!to!send!thelaffair!to!“thethighestlauthority,”lalreferenceleither!to!the!Tsar!
or'the!State!Council.!'Thelrebuke!threatened!toleviscerate!the!two!features!of!service!

that!madelit,!still,!the!sine!qualnon!oflpublicllifelin!Russia:!rank!and!salary.!

With!the!fulllrespectloflthe!Central!Censorship!Administration!we!
havelnot!found!itlpossible!to!grant!permission!tolyour!proposed!pub6

162!"Danilov,!“S.T.!Aksakov...vitsenzurnom'komitete,”!517.!

163!lbid.,!518.!
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lication,!and!l!considerlitinecessary!tolreportlyourlactivity!to!more!
seniorlauthorities...not,thowever,!resorting!to!such!presentations!as!
might!depend!your!continuationlin!the!servicelin!the!position!thatlyou!
currentlyloccupy...164!

[zmailov’s!response,!dated!twol!weeks!later!provides!alfascinating!glimpselinto!the!
logic!that!writers!would!use!tolnegotiateland!reconcile!theirlliterary!careers!with!
thelstrictlideologicalland!political!demands!oflstate!service.!lzmailov’s!mentor!
Karamzin'himselflwas!bothlonelof!thellast!great!beneficiaryloflthe!patronage!system,!
and!onelof'thelfirst'notable!financial!successes!in!Russianlliterature,!due'to'the!
masséselling!phenomenon!of!The History of the Russian State.1>!1zmailov,'however,!

waslreliantlon!state!servicelaslalsourcelof!gainfullemployment.166!

Whereaslearlierlregimes'had!depended!on!writers!tolservelalrelatively!small!
grouploflcourtlylreaders,!the!lgovernmentnow!relied!bothl!on!informantslin!the!pub6
lishinglindustryland!on!the!strengthened!capacities!oflits!censorshiplinstitutions!to!

curtailloppositional!messages.!Thelauthorécensor!wasnowl!actively!participatinglin!

164![Kniaz’]!Karl!Lieven’,!“OldozvoleniilMaioru!llzmailovulizdavat’lvIMoskve!Zhurnal!pod!
nazvaniem!Sovremennika:machato!20.laugust!1829.”Pis'mo!lzmailovu,!29!August!1829.!
1:156,!1829.1Delo!174,!Fond!772./RGIA.ISt.IPetersburg.!

165!1.IU.ILotman,!Karamzin!(St.!Petersburg;!1zd.!/Isskustvo,!1997).!

166!oflthelthreelcandidates!forlanlopeninglin!thelranks!of!“tertiary”!censors!created!by!the!
deathlofllzmailov,lalpositionleventually!filledby!Glinka,!there!was!the!same!lzmail!
Shchedritskylwhoselsignaturelappearslas!thelundersigned!in!Dvigubskii’slletter!to!Lieven!
(cited!above),lan!“adjunctloflMoscow!University!land!alSecretary!to!the!Moscow!Censorship!
Committee”land!Alexander!Abramovich!Volkov.!!'Volkovllisted!on'his!lapplication!to!the!post!
variouslliterarylblandishmentsland!works!credited!to!hislname;!“Volkovlinserted!literary!
rightslin!the!placeloflcensorship,!pointing!tolhislliterary!form,lin!'which!wasinumbered!the!
epiclpoem!“ThelLiberation!of!IMoscow,”!“Zoak”laltrageylin!five@cts!with!choir,!theltragedy!
“Pari,”laltranslation!from!Cas[imir]!Delavigne...and!“almass!oflother!larticles!both!poeticland!
prosaic,!spreadlacrosslallloflthe!Moscow!and!St.IPetersburgljournals.”Danilov,!511.!
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alnew!system!that!concentrated!privileges!lamonglalcliqueloflpublishers,!who,lin!

turn,!determined!thelvaluelof’honorarialpaid!to!contributinglauthors.167!

In!this!situation,!thelauthor!was!fullylengaged,'even!iflunwittingly,lin!the!pro6
cessloflinstitutionallrenegotiation!that!marked!theltransition!to!modern!literature.!
Glinkal!seemed!unable!to!makelout!thelcontours!of!thelnew!landscape,lonlylvaguely!
recognizing!thathelwas!participatinglin!twomow!fully!separateleconomies:!thellit6
eraryland!thelofficial.lllzmailov,linthis!turn,!though!beatingla'retreat!from'his!own!
plans!to!publishlaljournal!(amounting'tolan!ladmission!ofldependencylon!thelre6
gime),!stillltook!time!to!layloutlalsuitable!case!for!the!coincidencelof!serviceland!lit6
erature.!lzmailov!seems!tolrecognize!thatlinlorder!to!lsucceed!'he!must!producelalvi6

sionloflliterary!production!thatlislcomplementary!to'his!careerlin!the!censorship.!

Eminent!Prince,!
Merciful'Master,!

[lconsiderlitimy!duty!to!bring!tolyourleminence!my!most!dutiful!
thanks!for!thelletter!'with!whichlyoulgraced!me,!and!that!I'have!the!
honorloflanswering.!llt!lseemed!to!me!that,'having!/been!deigned!the!
trustlofithe!governmentland!thelimportant!duty!to!stand!as!alguard!
over!men’s!thoughts,!I'might!more!quickly!gain!their'honor,!guide!
theirlopinions,land!give!their'minds!directionlin!the!capacity!ofljour6
nalist,!I'mightbetter!guess!at!theirlintentions,!land!fillnlin!thelviews!
oflthelgovernment,!I!'might,!finally,!with!thelexperience!oflalliterary!
man,'belofluselto!thellanguage,!'whichlislbeing!ruined!bylyoung!writ6
ers,land!to!classicism,!thatlislneglected!by!thelultraGromantics...168!

167!V.V.lIzmailov,!“Oldozvolenii!Maioru!lzmailovulizdavat’lvIMoskve!Zhurnallpod!
nazvaniem!Sovremennika:machato!20.laugust!1829.”Ipis'mo!P.!P.lViazemskomu!vIMoskvu,!3!
June!1829,!1:156,!1829,!Delo!174,!Fond!772.IRGIA.ISt.!Petersburg.!

168!lbid.!
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From!theloutset,!Izmailov!ties'his!literary!claims!to'his!ability!to!serve!the!
government.!Izmailov’slliterarylactivities!becomelan!extension!ofthis!activity!asla!
censor,!formulated!aslalsortlof!“guardianship.”16°!llzmailovthas!been!entrusted!with!
anlimportant!prophylactic!functionlin'thelintellectualllifelof!the!lempire;!why!should!
helnot,!then,belallowed!tolcreatelin!the!didactic!spirit!of!thatlinstitution?!!The!cyni6
callreader!may!sensellegerdemain;!anlattemptlat!placating!thelauthorities,!alre6
deployingloflthellanguageloflthelregime,!or,!of!surreptitiously!colonizinglliterary!dis6

courselwith!thellanguageloflauthority.!!

Andlyet,'while!lzmailov’s!principlelargument!skewslobligingly!towards!the!
coded!rhetoriclof'thelcensorship,'hisllanguagelis!guarded!enough!to!calllinto!ques6
tion'hislintention!tolactlas!alproxy!for!thelregime.!!'Helappeals!first!to!the!“trust”!that!
thelregime'has!placed!inthis!powerslofldiscretion!as!anlimplicitimanager!of!public!
opinion.!'lzmailov!suggests!that!journalisticlactivity!be!suffused!with!sympathy!for!
officialdom!and!for!thelregime,!butnot!with!fanaticallor!censoriallloyalty.!The!lsym6
pathetic!duties!thatlhelenvisionslinthis!role,!to!“guide![journalists’]!lopinions,”!and!
“tolgiveldirection'to!their'minds,”lare!morelinllinelwith!the!didactic!principles!prac6
ticed!byljournals!ofthis!time.!lzmailov!goes!on!to!provide!furtherlexamples!ofthis!di6
dactic!concerns!forlliterary!matters!ofllanguage,!citing'his!desire!to!be!“useful”lin!

correcting'harmfulldeficiencieslin!languagelandlinlattempting!to!stop!the!spread!of!

169!Thelword!can'have!darker!connotations...alquick!check!oflOzhegov’s!dictionarylindi6
cates!that!the!phrase!“standing!guard”!(nalstrazhe),!citedlinlalthenécontemporary!context,!
contained!notlonly!the/metaphoricallmeaningwhichlislapparently!replicated!here,!butlin!the!
literallsenselof!“armed!watch”lor!lof!“warding!prisoners.

”|
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ultraGomanticism.1’%!Furthermore,!“guessinglat![journalists’]lintentions,”land!“fill6
ing@n'thelviewsloflthe!lgovernment,”!suggest!goals!thatlarela!far!cry!from!promoting!
militantlideologicallsolidarity!with!thelregime.!lzmailov’s!suggestion!that!thelgoals!
oflthelregime!might'beladvanced!byladvocating!alparticularlliterary!schoollor!by!the!
stricter!lenforcementloflliterary!standardslin!printed!language!seems!particularly!

quaintlin!the!charged!contextlof!lpostecembrist/Russia.l”1!

Yoularelright,lyourleminence,!I'would!be!subject!to!theljudgments!of!
thoseloverlwhom!l'havelbeen!placed!inljudgment.!'But,!as!alwriter,!can!
[Ireally!choose!mylliteraryljudgelwithout!finally!refusing!the!pen!and!
thelpublic!for'whom!Ithave!llabored!over!30!years,!and!forl'whom!I!still!
laborlas!mylyearsland!my!strengthlallow?!!llventure!tonote!that!au6
thoriallresponses!can!belsubject!tolalmuch!stricter!judge!than!those!
foundlinjjournals;17?!and!thelcensorlisn’t!deprived!ofthis!right!tolwrite,!
translate,!land!publish.!lltlalso!seemed!to!me!that!my!literary!life,!my!
weak!but,!from!the!pointlofiview!of!morality,!spotless!compositions,!
thelthreeljournals!oflwhich!l'was!editor,!land!my!connections!with!two!
of'thelbest!writers!of'that!time:!with!Karamzin!and!L.!l.\Dmitriev,'were!
sufficient!to!lvouchlas!to!thelnaturelofimy!thinking!and!to!the!rules!to!
which!I'would!follow!in!my!periodical!publications.!!Thislislwhat!I!
thoughtlas!I!prepared!tolenterlinto!journalism...173!

170!Aslanlageinglauthorlof!thelsentimentalist!generation!who!faced!thelexpectant!riselofla!
new!generationloflyounglauthorslin!theltradition!of!Byron'his!defenselof!classicism!might!be!
expected.!

171!Thislviewlislanlecholof!thelsemiéofficiallliterary!cabal!“ThelLovers!oflthe!/Russian!Word,”!
organized!by!Derzhavinland!Shishkov,!thellatter!oflwhichlwould!later!belresponsible!forlau6
thoring!the!famous!censorship!code,!the!soécalled!Iron!Code,!in!1826,!which,lincidentally,!
gavelcensors!thelright!tolcorrect!for!grammaticalland!“proper”Russian.!!

172!Glinka’s!choiceloflthelword!“otvety”!(answerslor!lresponses)!createslalproblem!linltrans6
lating!the!senselofthis!logic...!Here,!I'havelchosen!tolinterpret!Glinka’slimplication!as!alnod!
tolthelauthority!oflthe!censorship!tolregulateljournalistic!discourse.!!Glinka’s!statement,!
thus,lislanlinteresting,lifiratherloccluded,!reference!tolalphenomenon!referred!to!laterlas!the!
“twolsystems!oflcensorship”lin!Russia:!thelvituperativelattacks!oflliterary!critics'who!con6
sidered!themselves!thelguardians!ofltaste,!land!theltsarist!censorship!regime.!For!a!fuller!
discussionlofltheldevelopmentloflthislphenomenon!see!Moser.!Antinihilism!in!the!Russian!
novelloflthe!1860's.!!

173IV.IV.Izmailov.!“O'dozvolenii'Maioru!lzmailovulizdavat'vIMoskve.”!!
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[zmailov'has!laid!outlalvision!forthis!journal!that!mimics!thel!goals!of!the!censorship.!!
By'relyinglon'his!statuslaslalcensor'helseems!to!suggest!thathis!journalisticlendeav6
orlislreallylanlextension!ofthis!duty!“to!stand!guardlover!men’s!thoughts.”!IThis!
seemslalpracticallattempt!tolliteralize!thelregime’slvision!oflthe!public!spherelas!a!
space!wherelsubjects!meet!tolreceive!thelenlightened!opinion!oflelites'who'have!
createdland!legislated!thelscenarios!that!theselsubjects!consider!tolbe,!pro!forma,!

legitimateland!just.1741ll

However,lin'the!following!paragraph,!lzmailov!turns!from'his!didacticlreca6
pitulation!tolofficial!principles!tolalspirited!defense!of’hislown!rightslas!an!author!
andlaslalcivillservant.!!Heltakes!lup!the!major!criticism!contained!in!Lieven’s!rejec6
tionlofthislapplication!on!thelgrounds!that,!aslalcensor!responsiblelfor!themonitor6
ingloflotherljournals,'his!right!to!publish!hislown!could!be!seen!as!an!affront.!lz6
mailov!pointslout!thatthis!choice!tolbecomelalcensor,lorlal“literaryljudge”lasthe!de6
fineslit,!Ishould!not!entail'that'he!recuse'himself'from'his'work!as!an!author.!lzmailov!
claims!thatlhislunimpeachablelrecord!as!an!author!(in!questions!of!moralljudg6
ments),land'hislequally!lunimpeachableltastelinlliterarylacquaintances!(with!Karamé

zinland!Dmitriev)!qualifies!thelinitialljudgmentlin!favorlof'his!journalisticlenterprise.!!!

Butlwhenlyourleminence,lalong!with!the!Central!Censorship!Admin6
istration,!denies!permission!to!mylundertaking,!then!l!definitely!recu6
selmyselflfromlit,!and!l!lask!you,!Beneficent!Sir,Inot!to!present!this!case!
tolthelhighestlinstance!since!from!such!action'might!depend,las!your!
eminencel!says,!my!continuinglin!servicelin!the!position!that!l!current6

174'Forlalfuller!discussion!oflthe!conceptlofithe!Public!Sphere,!see!Jurgen!Habermas,!The!
Structural!Transformation!of!the!Public!Sphere!(Cambridge,IMA:IMIT!Press,!1991).!
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lyloccupy.!!Forlmelitlis!dear!and!/important!to!preservelthis!place,!the!
sole!means!oflmylexistence.!l'willlnot'hide!from!yourleminence!that,!
havinglalfamily,land!having!need!inlextralmeans!of!their!support,!Ilun6
dertook!thisljournallnotlonly!from!oveloflliteracy!and!of!utility!for!'my!
countrymen,!butlalso!for!material'benefit,!for!the!provision!ofimy!livé
ing!forlwhich!thelallowanceloflalcensorlalonelislinsufficient.!!This!case!
gives!mel!the!boldness!to!beglyourleminence!thatlyoulwould!present!
tolour!commonl!and!beneficent!Imperial!Majesty!alpetition!from!my6
selfl[Izmailov]!and!M[ssr.]!Glinka,!S.IN.,'forlalresidentiallallowance.!!!
Merciful!Sir,!relievelour!fateland!by!your!representations!gainnew!
thanks!from!twolliterary!men!pressed!by!fortune.17>!

Their!“fate”!lwas!not!relieved!and!the!permission!to!publishlaljournallwas!not!grant6

ed.'lzmailov’sland!Glinka’s!literary!careers!wereleffectivelylover.!!'While!Glinka’s!

servicelin!thelcensorship!'would!lastlanotherltwolyears,!Izmailoviwould!dielwithin!

thelyear,!still,)presumably,!convinced!that!thelimpeccableleighteenthécentury!man6é

nerslofthislliterary!mentors!werel!thelbestlantidote!tolanlincreasingly!restrictivelre6

gime.!

There!were,'however,lother!paths!tolsuccessfullintellectuallrapprochement!

between!censorland!state.!!Oflthese!paths,!thatlof!Alexander!Nikitenko!may'have!

been!the!mostlinteresting.!

175!Izmailov.

1«

O!dozvolenii'Maioru'lzmailovulizdavat’'vIMoskve.”!
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Alexander Nikitenko: A Life in Aesopian Language

Alexander!Vasilievich!Nikitenko!was!bornlintolalfamily!oflserfs'belonging!to!
oneloflthe!most!powerfullgrandees!oflthe!RussialEmpire,!Count!Dmitry!Sheremet’ev.!!
The!Sheremet’ev!family!ruled!theirlvastlestates!from!the!family’slurban!palacelon!
the!Fontanka!Canallin!St.!Petersburg,lalsite!thatlimpresses!today!withlitslbaroque!
splendor,land!which!certainlylimpressed!thelyoung!Alexander!Nikitenko!when'he!

saw!thel!seat!of’his!master.!1761!l

As!'Russialgrew!tolcoverlincreasingly!vast!distanceslover!steppeland!forest,!
thelancient!boyar!families!land!the!morelrecent!servicelvassals!of!Muscovy!found!
theirlestateslenlarged.!'Thelestatesloflsomelgrandees,!like!the!Sheremet’evs,!lwere!
spread!piecemeallover!thousands!oflmiles.!'The!peasant’sllifeland'his!lexperiences!
withlgovernmentland!powerlwerellinked!to'his!master,!almember!of!thellanded!gen6
trylofigreaterlor!smaller!stature.l’’!IMany!communitues!of!peasants!worked!onles6
tates!that!resembled!almicrocosm!oflthe!growing!Russian!state!lwith!many!of'theles6
sentiallinstitutions!reproduced!in/miniature,!includinglalsmalllestate!bureaucracy.!!
Eachlestate,lin'turn,!stroveltolreplicate!the!modellof!thelautocracy,!with!thellocal!
noblelactinglaslautocrat,!collecting!tributeland!dispensingljustice!through!albasic!
bureaucracy.!!As!thelimportanceloflculture!grew!in!thelemerginglempire,!thelgentry!

176!forlalfuller!discussionloflserfdom!andlits!political!significancelin!the!decades!beforelits!
Abolition!in!1861,!see!Nicholas!V.Riasanovsky,!A!PartingloflWays:!Governmentland!the!Ed6
ucated!Publiclin!Russia:!1180161855!(0Oxford:!Clarendon!Press,!1976),1262&65.!!

177!Terrance!Emmons,!The!/Russian!Landed!Gentryland!the!/Peasant!Emancipation!of!1861!
(Cambridge:!Cambridge!University!Press,!2008).!
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also!soughtl!tolreproduce!thelconditions!of!lcourtllife'by!culling!talent!from!theirles6
tates.!INikitenko’s!father!was!bothlalbeneficiary!land!alvictim!of!this!trend.!!Alserflby!
birth,'he!lwas!chosen!from!among!thelyouths!of!Sheremet’ev’slestates!to!servelin!the!
court!choir.!"As'PriscillalRoosevelt!shows!in'her'work!on!the'noble!estate,!such!cases!
werenotlrare.l’8!Because!oflthelelder!Nikitenko's!status!as!alliterate!serf,'he!found!
worklin!thelestate!chancerylas!alscribe.!'Thelelder!Nikitenko's!'rudimentaryleduca6
tionlalong!with'his!lowlylofficiallservice!lwere!bothlinstrumentallinthislunhappy!fate!
andlin!the!ldetermined!strugglelofthis!son!towards!the!freedom,!and,!potentially,'the!

contradictorylimpulses!towards!politicallaccommodation!that!marked'his!career.!

! Tolwit,ValeriilNikitenko!becamel!thelvictim!oflthelyawning!contradictions!
implicitlin!post@etrine!Russian!society.!!As!thelaristocracy!made!steps!towards!
westernization!and!a!period!oflcultural!(if'not!political)!Enlightenment,!the!lack!of!
middle!classlinstitutions'meant!that!men!like!Vasilii!Nikitenko!who!were!recruited!
tolthelranksloflculturalland!civic!servitors!crossed!significant!boundaries!of!rank!
and!class.!'Thus,!members!oflthe!lowest!castelof!Russia'sthierarchical!pyramid,!the!
peasantry,!'werelexposed!to!thelexotic!lworld!and'habitsloflthelupper!class!and!were,!
by!necessity,lalsoleducated!in'the!trades!and!arts!that!'were'hithertolinaccessible!to!

thelpeasantry.!!
! Suchlexposure!couldllead!tolunfounded!expectations!oflimprovements!in!

Russia’s!civiclsituation.!Specifically,!in!Vasilii!Nikitenko’s!case, his!prematurelynur6

178!“Regiments!of!Artificers:!SerflArtisans!and!Artists”lin!PriscillalRoosevelt,Lifelon!the!
Russian!Country!Estate!(New!Haven,!CT:!Yale!University!Press,!1995),1245!-1268.!

! 125



tured!senseloflciviclresponsibility!and/justice!led!to!tragic!clashesnot!lonly!withlel6

derslin!thelpeasant!community,'but!withlalgentrylelitelactively!engaged!in!deterring!

sociallimprovementlandlinnovation!on!theirlestates.!!After'lbecoming!embroiled!in!a!

scandallresulting!from'hislattempts!tolexpose!corruptionlin!thellocal!system!of!

peasant!military!recruitment,!thelelder!Nikitenko!felllvictim!to!locallintrigues.!!As!

Alexander!Nikitenkomotes!in'his'reminiscences!ofthis!father:!

Helwaslonelof'those!personalitieslwhol!were!fated!to!battle!the!
surrounding!disorderlover!the!courselofltheirlentirellives!land!who,lin!
thelend,!becamelits!victim.!!As!I!said,he,!'tolallarge!degree,leducated!
himself,!and,!to'his!misfortune,'mentally!land!morally!completelyliso6
lated'himselflfrom!thoselpeople!withlwhom'he'had!tollivelandwhom!
heldepended!on.!!Hisleducation!was!accidental,!withoutlany!system!
and!utterlylunsuited!to'his!future.!'Deprived!of!practicallsense,lit!only!
fired'hislimaginationland!filled'his'head!withlideas!that!didInot!agree!
with!thelsurrounding!reality!and,!thus,!couldnot!guidethim!along!the!
chasmslandlover!the!muck!through!which!helwas!fated!to!pass.!'His!
education!constituted!alshining,'unexpected,'but,lall!the!same,laldan6
gerousl!featurelofthis!fate.!

My!father!didInotlunderstand'his!situationlin'thelleast...lHe!was!
acquainted!only!with!the!heroes!ofthistorieslandmovelsland!not!with!
thellifeland!characters!ofthis!world.!'Only!valuing!that,!'which'he!found!
eitherlin!the'highest!spheresloflactionlorlin'his!or!others’!fantastical!
additions!tolit,'from!thelfirst!stepslin'his!lifelhelraced!towards!the!
phantomsloflvalor,!thelnames!of!'which!weren’t!familiarinot!only!in!
thoselprovinciallcorners,'butlinlother,!much!more!respectablelplaces!
oflthelempire.!Havinglassumed'his!career,'helwas!soon!convinced!that!
rudelpowerland!wealth,!landnothumanityland!justice,!control!thelaf6
fairsland!fates!oflmen.17°!

In'this!criticism!ofthis!father!welseenotlonly!thelbrutallreality!oflserfdom!in!Russia,!

butlalso!thelcoreloflthe!son!Nikitenko’s!philosophicalljustification!of’his!servicelin!a!

repressivelstatelorgan.!ThelrestlofINikitenko’s!childhood!reads!like!an!exposeloflthe!

179!Nikitenko,!Dnevnik,!l:13614.!
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crueltylofiserfdom!in!the!/Russian!Empire.!'Forced!intolinternallexile!on!another!far6
flunglestate!lduring!thellonger!and!shorter!periods!ofthis!father’slimprisonment,!Ni6
kitenko!developed!bothlaldistrustloflauthority!and!alfacilitylin!dealing!withlits!per6

sonalities!that!'made'him,!perhaps,lanlideal!candidate!for!thethigh!bureaucratic!ser6

vice.180]

In'holding'his!father’slhaphazard!educationluplas!alcontributing!factorlin'his!
failure,!Nikitenko!subtly'highlights!the!depth!ofthis!father’slachievementlin!spite!of!
thelnaturalladversityloflthelenvironment.!!Itlisinot!thelelder!Nikitenko’s!fancifullex6
pectations!ofthumanity!thatlarelat!fault’here,'but!rather!thelindolenceland!conserva6
tism!oflthe!world'he!was!bornlinto.!'The!serfmilieuland!thelinstitutional!deformities!
serfdom!caused!in!Russialbetray!thelnoble!principles!thatthis!fatherthad!drawn!from!

novels.!!!

Nikitenko’s!veiled!criticisms!oflthe!regimeland!status!quolin!Russia'beliethislown!
philosophicallidentification!with!thelgradualist!lor'moderatefiberal camp!(umeren-
no-liberal’nye),lincluding!thellarge!reserveloflpromonarchist!land!moderate!lreform6
erslwho!would!becomel!thellinchpin!oflreform!in!/Russia.!!These!lmen!were!then!the!
seatloflopposition!tolradicalism!and!thelreal!progenitors!of'lbourgeois!publiclopinion!
aslitlconstituted!litselflin!the!lateAmperiallmoment.181Thatla!former!serf'would!be!

oneloflthe!most!prominent!chroniclers!of!the/Russialthatlenserfed'his!family,!of!

180!Alstory!thatlreadsllikelonelof!thelobjects!oflalnovel!from!the!periodloflexposélliterature!
thatlwould!mark!theljournalisticllandscapelof!the!1840s!and!1850s.!

181!Saltykov&Shchedrintwouldllargely!basethisimorelradical!turnlonthis!disagreements!with!
thislcamp...lostensibly'hislallies!in!thelearlier!period!of'hislliterary!career!and!the!seat!of!
reformistlopinionlin!thelfirst!decadelof!Alexander!lI's!reign.!
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course,lislanlironicldetaillofthistory.!!Andlyet,litlis!Nikitenko’s!castelidentity!that!al6
lowslus!to!seelhow!suchlopinion!worked!inlits!psychological!depths,land!thus,!tolex6
aminel!the!political!choiceslavailable!to!both!thelliterary!and!bureaucratic!class,!two!

professionallidentities!thatloftenloverlapped!and!challenged!onelanother.!

Nikitenko's!firstthand'knowledge!of!the!power!that!thelaristocracylexercised!
led!tolalseries!of!politicalland!personal!decisions!that!can!belexamined!inthis!con6
temporary!diaryloflevents.INikitenko’s!personal!feelings!areloften!filtered!through!
thelhardéitten!politicallrealities!of!thelimperiallautocraticlmoment.!Nikitenko!as!a!
bureaucrat,lalbeitlwithlintellectual!lsympathies!that!dictatelagainst!thelestablished!
order,!seemsl!to!come!down!firmlylon!the!sideloflauthority,levenlin!conditions!that!

evidently'try'his!philosophicalland!creativelvalues.!

This!tendencylisloften!missed!inlcommentaries!on!Nikitenko.!'In!thelintro6
duction!to!the!standard!Sovietlversion!ofINikitenko’s!Diary,!theleditornotes!the!fol6

lowing:!

Thereforelitlisnot!coincidental!that!in!the!diaries!three!themes!are!
constantlylvaried:!!

1)!Contempt!for!thelancestralnobility,!possessinglenserfed!people!
simply!by!birthright.!!

2)!Alcritical'relationship!to!bureaucratic!circles!that!defended!serf6
dom,!werelgiven!to!misappropriation,!to!the!persecution!of!Enlight6
enment,land!wholadvocated!forlimmoderate!severitylin!censorship.!!

3)!Deeplrespectlfor!thelcommon!people,!for!thellowerland!middle!
classesloflpeople!(opposing!theseltolthelaristocracy),land!pride!thathe!
himself!‘came!from!thelranks!oflthe!people.’182!

182!G.V.!Zhirkova,!U!MyslilstoialNa!Chasakh:!tsenzory!Rossiililtsenzural(Sankt@Peterburg:!
[zdé&vo!Sankt@Peterburgskogoluniversiteta,!2000),!62.!
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This!critical!paradigmlillustrates!the!conventionallapproach!to!the!diaries,heavily!
mediated!by!thelpoliticallresonance!that!Nikitenko’s!serflidentity!lentthis!biography!
tolthelgeneration!oflrevolutionaries,!including,!famously,!Lenin,'and!then!Soviet!
readers.!!In!thislinterpretive!lmode,!the!diaries!lbecamelalchroniclelof!thenascent!
classéconsciousness!beginning!to!developlin'the!lEmpire.!!Alnuanced!look!at!the!dia6
rieslindicates!almore!lcomplicated!picturelofINikitenko’s!thematics;!here'his!rela6
tionship!tolhis!father!seems!anloccasion!to!dispute!thelpositionladopted!by!those!
wholseelhim!laslalprincipled!victim!of!Russia’s!classébound!system.!!Instead,!Nikiten6

ko’s!biographicalldiversion!seems!to!providelevidenceloflalstrategic’hedging.!

Nikitenko,!writing!welllinto'his!career!aslalrespected!academicland!athigh!of6
ficiallon!the!St.!Petersburg!Censorship!Committee,'recounts'his!father’slliteraryliné
terestslaslresistance!to!thelreductive!sociallcalculus!that!determined!the!horizon!of!
possibilities!forleven!the!mostleducated!serf.!!Nikitenko,!asInoted,!lemploys!alpar6
ticular!conceit!that!turns!the!criticism!ofthis!fatherlintolalsort!oflmuted!praise,!and,!
indeed,!Nikitenko’s!lown!storyloflstruggle!for!freedom!precluded!anylinterpretation!
suggesting!that!Nikitenko!waslopposed!tolliberalleducation!for!the!peasantry.!(Ni6
kitenko!was!quiteladamantlin'his!personallopposition!tolalmeasureladvanced!by!
Uvarovland!Benkendorfflthat!proposed/limiting!peasantleducation!tonecessary!sub6

jects!“befitting!their!station.”) 1831l

183 Nikitenko,!1:126.!
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Nikitenko’s!backhanded!compliments!seem!to!beliethis!position!vis@é6vis!a!
governmentl!thatlonce!counted'him!as!thelpersonallpropertyloflanother’human'!be6
ing.INikitenkolis!careful'to!takelintolaccount!the!sensibilities!of!thoselunder!'whom!
helhad'served!and!made!alcareer.!!In!fact,!Nikitenko’s!freedom!as!well!as'his!career!
had!developed!through'his!cultivation!oflelite!opinion.!!Nikitenko’s!manumission!
from!serfdom!was!successfullylargued!bylalcoalition!oflinfluential!cosmopolitans!
impressed!by!thelbrilliantlyoung!serf.!IThelyoung!Count!Sheremet’ev!couldnot!con6
tinue!to'hold!Nikitenkolin!thralllbecause!oflthe!proliferation!of!progressive!dis6
courselin!St.!Petersburg!society.!!Sheremet’ev’slown!ability!tolenjoy'his!“property”!
waslsubject!to!thelopinions!ofithe!patronage,!private,land!professionallnetworks!

that!constituted!Petersburg!society.!!!

Nikitenko's!firstlexperiencelin'the!capital!lcamelabout!at!almomentloflliberal!
ferment!that!fired!the!ldream!oflalnew!order!that!could!bypass!autocratic!preroga6
tive.lAs!thelhistorian!Marc!Raefflexplains,!there!lwas'hopel!that!this!“avantégarde!of!
civillsociety,”Imight!belable!to!continue!thelwork!of!“collaboration!and!common!
commitment”!thatlexisted!before!thelend!of!the!Napoleonic!Wars.184ITheselwere!the!
conditions!thatlled!to!Nikitenko’s!freedom!and!characterized'his!firstichaoticlyearlin!
thelcapital.!llronically,!theldenouementloflthelliberal!'movement!that!freedhim!came!
aboutljustlas!Nikitenko!was!entering!lupon'hisinew!life,!land!in!exactly!thelspot!where!
hislnewllifelwas!beginning,!the!Petersburglapartmentlofthis!friend,!mentor,!and!

landlord,!the!Decembrist!poet!Kondraty!Ryleev.!

184Marc!Raeff,!Understanding!/Imperial'Russia!(New!York:!Columbia!University!Press,!
1984),!141.!
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! Thislassociation!would!'haunt'him!throughoutthis!career.!!Nikitenko!would!
burnlall!ldiary!record!ofthisllifelin!that!fatefullyear!1825,landwould!neverlagain!rec6
ordlany!details!ofthislacquaintance!with!the!conspirators.185!lin!1848lin!thelafter6
math!oflanother!phantom!revolution,!Nikitenko!would!be!forced!from'his!position!as!
editorloflalpopular!thickljournal!becauselofthis!questionable!proximity!to!some!of!
the!Decembrists.!!Charles'Ruud!records!thelscurrilouslletter!that'Bulgarin!sends!re6
garding!Nikitenko’slinvolvementlin!the!Decembrist!plot:!“[Bulgarin]!approached!the!
Third!Section!to!provethislloyalty.!'Heldid!solin!alletter!of!6!April![1825]linking!Ni6
kitenko,!the!'most!dangerous!man'lin!Russia,!'with!alhanged!Decembristland!a!'party!

oflcommunists.'”186!

Nikitenko!would!spend'his!careerlengaging!with!limportant!'members!of!Pe6
tersburg!society,!land,!giventhis!personallstory,'would'have!been!lapproached!with!a!
curiosity!thatlinformed'his!strategies!of!selfpresentation.!'While!Nikitenkolisnever!
shylaboutlvoicing!criticism!of’high@anking!/bureaucratic!functionaries,his!direct!po6
liticallcriticisms!areloftentimes!displaced!onto!Europe.!!In!particular,'he!deflects!crit6
icism!bylusing!lcomparative!frames!oflreference!such!as!France,!a!place!that!often!

serves’him!as!aldistant!mirror!for!'Russia.!!!

Yet,laslin!thelcaselwith!the!biographicalladdendum!tothis!father’s!failures,!do!

suchlcritical!feintslalsolimplylalparticular!discourse!thatlone!might!labellas!subver6

185!Forlalfuller!discussion!oflthe!“imperial!prohibition!oflthe!Decembrists’Irepesentations!
(in!printland!portraiture),”’!see!Ludmilla!A.!ITrigos,!The!Decembrist!Myth!in!Russian!Culture!
(New!York:!Palgrave!Macmillan,!2009),125.!

186'Ruud,!Fighting!Words,!88.!
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sive?!Bylusing!thelknowledge!gained!through!service!to!the!statelwhoselown!laws!
originally!consigned'him!tolalpermanent!/lowécaste!status,!could!Nikitenko'hope!to!

disrupt!thelregime?!!

Such!questions!cut!close!to!thelcorelof!theldispute/between!the!men!oflser6
viceland!the!men!oflletters.!!By!this!period!authors!werelasllikely!to!challengelau6
thoritylas!censors!wereltoluphold!it.187!!Andlyet,!the!lcensor!was,lintellectually!and!
socially,'related!to!thelauthor.!IThelirony!of!the!system!oflcensorship!was!that!it!
placed!theltwolinlantagonistic!positions,!creating!ruptureslinlalsystem!oflsocialland!
professionallrelationships!that!mightthave!coéexisted!in!broaderl!civillsociety.188!lIn!
censorship,!thelbitterlintrusions!of!thelpaternalist!statelinto!thelautonomousllife!of!
thelintellectualleconomy!exposes!faultllines!that!may'helplus!to!better!determine!
whatlis!mostlessentiallto!theseltwoloverlapping!professionallgroups,!bureaucrats!

and!writers.!!

Inlattempting!tolanswer!whether!Nikitenko’s!pronouncements!contain!anlel6
ementloflprovocativelplay!directed!at!the!/bureaucracy,litlislnecessary!tolidentify!the!
particular!strategies!that'heluses!tonavigate!the!boundaries!between!the!publicland!
private.!Alglancinglencounter!between!Alexander!Nikitenko!and!Alexander!Herzen!

islinstructivelin!this!regard...!
187!Indeed,!the!creationlof!the!Decembristimythlin!Russian!literaturelisla!function!of!the!
oppositionallmood!amonglalsubsetloflthelliterarylestablishment!during!this!time.!Pushkin!
deftlylencoded!the!Decembrist!/Revoltlinto!lsomeloflthoselworks!that'were!sent!forlpre6
publication!censorship!directly!through!the!Tsar.!Forla!further!discussion!see!Alexander!M.!
Groce!“Alexander!Pushkin’s!/The!Captain’s!Daughter:!A!Poetics!of!Violence”lin!Ulbandus!Re6
view!13!(2010):164678.!!

188lforlaldiscussion!oflthe!symbiosisloflauthorland!censorlin!Western!Europe,!see/Robert!
Darnton,!Censorslat!Work:!How!States!Shaped!Literature!(New!York:!W.W.INorton,!2014).!
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Herzen and Nikitenko: ‘Un’-Reading Censored Texts
!

Nikitenko!frequently!criticized!Alexander!Herzen!(1812!-11870),!'thelradicallcritic,!
publicist,lauthor,!land!one@&imelcivillservant,lafter!thellatterlabsconded!from!Russia!
andl!established!an!émigré!presslin!London.!!Nikitenko,!faced!with!fiercelopposition!
to!Herzen’s!publications!lamong!the!Russianlelite,land!from'his!perchlin!the!Censor6
ship!Committee,!focused'his!criticisms!of!Herzen!not!on!thelcontent,!butlinstead!on!
theltoneland!publicleffects!ofthisljournalism.!lIn!1860,!at!the!height!of!the!debate!
surrounding!serfdom,!Nikitenko!wrotelof!lHerzen,'whom'helhad!once!metland!

praised,linlaltonelof!disappointment:!!

They!say!thatlinno.!25!of!The!Bell (Kolokol)!Herzen!spews!
abuselonlvariouslfigures,notlexcluding!thethighly!placed...thislis!truly!
unwise.!!In'this!case!HerzenlisInotlacting!like!alman!who!wishes!tolad6
vancelalnoble!purposeland!wholis!choosing!the!best!means!for!this,!
butllikelalfanatic,!lovercome!by!the!demon!oflold!renown,!who!shouts!
to'histheart’s!content.!lItlislunfortunate;'he!could!belveryluseful.!!Now,!
thanks!tolhislexcess,helislbeginning!to!belregarded!with!apathy!by!
those!wholonce!feared'him,!and!those!who'once!considered'him!as!
oneloflthe!mostlusefulloflour!public!figures!arelnow!losing!respect!for!
him,!therefore'he!might!begin!to!losethislinfluencel!in!Russiallittle!by!
little.189!

Nikitenko'slexpectationslof!“utility”!presentlanlinteresting!problem!for!thelreader,!
illuming!the!differentlapproaches!and!expectationstheld!by!writers!and!censors.!ln6
deed!“utility”!'waslas!close!tolalmandatory!categorylaslone!might!getlin!describing!
thelexpectations!that!thelregime'had!forlliterature.!At!the!timelwhen!the!journal!The!

Belllwas!reaching!the!zenith!oflitslreadershiplandnotoriety,!Nikitenko!was!battling!a!

189INikitenko,!Dnevnik,!11:41642!
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proposal'thatlhis!friend!Fyodor!Tiutchevlhad!dubbed!“The!Triumvirate” (Troemu-

zhie).!'Thelidealfor!thelproposal,las!Nikitenko!relateslit:!

Now'they’velthought!tolestablishlalcommittee!that'would!lovingly,!pa6
triarchally!and!logically!directlourlliterature,lespeciallylourljournal6
ists,'towards!the!true!path.!'It'willlenterlinto!direct!communication!
with!them!and!act!through!short&erm!didacticism,!and!not!through!
any!functionslof'thelcensorship.190!

Thelgroup,las!Nikitenko!goes!on!tolexplain,!'was!to/belcomposed!ofithree!men!totally!
unsuited!for'theirlquestionable!purpose:!“They!willldirect!writers,ladvise!them,!rea6
son!with!them!onlimportant!questions!oflalmoral,!political,land!literary!nature!-!
they,!'wholhaven’tleither!reasoned,!written,lor!lread!lanything!!For!shame!”191!ISuch!
thinly!disguised!authoritarian!measures!'were!meant!tolassuage!Alexander!lI'slnerv6
ous'reaction'to!the!lreforms!thathethad!initiated!in!1857.!!Nikitenko!noticed!thelat6
tendantlriselinladministrativelactivities!(“welare!sicklwith!committees”).192IHelalso!
saw!through!the!government’slnewfound'knack!forlinnocuous!paraphrase.!'Thelab6
surditylof!The!Triolwas!deepened!bylits!llineage,laslit'was!thelobvious!descendant!of!
thelnotorious!“Committeelof'the!Second!of!April,”lofficiallylknown!as!“The!Buturlin!
Committee,”lanlextraéministeriallcommittee!formed!by!members!of!Nicholas!I’s!lin6
ner!circle!to!monitor!the!censors,'whom!Nicholas'had!ceased!to!trustlin!the!wake!of!

the!European!Revolutions!of!1848.1931Alexander!lI'had!disbanded!the!lcommittee!

190!bid.'11:50651.!
191!bid. '11:50651.!
1921bid.,'11:54.!
193!bid.,'1:508.!

! 134



upon'hislascension!to!the!throne,land'had!taken!other!measures!to!loosen!the!con6
trols!thatlhad!threatened!literatureland!journalism!during!the!finallyears!of'his!fa6
ther’slreign.!!Alexander!lI’slinitiallreversalslon!censorship,!though,'had!been!fol6

lowed!by!skittishnesslabout!thelnew!and!more!liberallcourse.!!

! Nikitenko!notes!the!government’s!ditheringlon!press!freedom!and!thelearly!

turn!towards!renewed!recidivismlinlalmissivelon!thelfutilitylof!progress:!!!

Theluselof!thelword!“progress”lin!print'has/been!banned.!!In'reality,!
thislislalmonsensicallwordlinlapplication!to!thenineteenth!century,!a!
century!whichlutopianists!praise!to!the!skies!forlitsthaving!birthed!
wondersloflprogress.!!Progresslislalfine!thing!'when!Europe,lamong!
terrible!politicallstorms,!through!cascades!oflblood,!madelits!way,!fi6
nally,!'to!Napoleon!lIl...algreatnation!given!up!to!police!surveillance.!!
And!progresslislalfine!thing!forlus!lwhen!thelvery!word!lislbanned.194!

'll

In!suchlanlenvironment,!Nikitenko!worried!that!the!“return!to!the!past”lwasloutpac6
inglreform!beforelitlhadl!even!gottenlunderway.!!And,!as!officialslundermined!the!
messageloflreform!that!thelerathad!promised,!the!foibles!of!thelcensorship!seemed!
indicativelofllarger!crisesloflgovernment.!!As!Tiutchev!and!Nikitenko!discussed!addi6

tional!censorship!reforms,!Alexander!ll’sIministers!'were!moving!tolcontain!thelini6

tialleuphorialoflliberalized!censorship.!

! Herzenlis!dealing!with!thelsamel!disappointmentslas!Nikitenko,lalbeit!from!a!
different!framelof'reference.!!In!fact,'the!debate!that!Nikitenko!criticizes!forlits!ad!
hominem!attackslandlits!failure!tolengagelinlalusefulldialoguelis!/devoted!primarily!

to!decrying!the!major!setbacks!tolcensorship!liberalization.!lIssuelno.!25!was!printed!

194!1bid.,'11:27.!
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in!October!of!1858,!duringlalparticularly!disheartening!stringloflcensorship!policy!
reversals!that!led!Nikitenko!to!declare,!“Whatla!lshame!that!things!are!goinglin!such!
alway.!IThey!ruin'the!possibilityloflreconciliation!of!those!who!think!in'Russialwith!
thelgovernment,landno!matter’how'hardlitlis!toladapt!to!bad!governance,'no!matter!
howl!few!resources!welhavelto!lwithstandlit,litlislan!unavoidablelevil,land!algreatlone,!
at!that.”195INikitenko!was!reacting!to!the!deep!senseloflbetrayal!that!many!moderate!
andlliberallintellectuals!felt!toward!the!regime.!lEven'here,'however,!Nikitenko!main6
tainslalcivilitylof!'tone!that!seems!to!remain!safely!within!the!framelof!“useful”!dis6
course!@critical,'though!sufficiently!diffuse.INikitenko!indicates!that'hislown!rela6
tionship!to!thelestablishmentlislbased!on!utility;!calling!the!government,linleffect,!a!
necessary!“evil.”lINikitenko’s!criticallattitude!towards!government!policies!islunmis6
takable,landlyet!thelrolelof!“thoselwho!think!in!Russia”lisldrawn!so!wanlylas!to!leave!
thelreaderlin!doubtlas!to!thelauthor’s!sincerity.!!Nikitenko!does!not!claim!a!serious!
role!for!publiclopinion,lonlylaldirection,!“with!the!government,”!land!pointslout’how!

limited!such!alrole!can!be.!

! In!contrast!to!Nikitenko’slefforts!tolpreservelthe!ltenuoustharmony!of!the!
governmentland!thelintellectuallclass,!Herzen!uses!the!powerloflnaming!tolalconsid6
erablelextentlinthis!journalism.!'His!lad'hominem!attacks!on!figures!within!the!ruling!
classlarelintended!tolexpress!theldisillusion!felt!by!the!readership!of!The!Bell.!'Ni6
kitenko!characterizes'his!tonelas!scandalous,!and,!lapparently!doesnot!go!into!de6

tailslabout!the!content!/because!the!primary!target'had!been!the!Tsarthimself.!In!

195!Ibid.,':60.!

! 136



fact,'Herzen!makes!political'hay!of'thelsame!censorshiplissue!that!Nikitenko'had!
identified!months!before,!thelabsurd!semanticlauthoritarianism!surrounding!the!
interdiction!of!the!lword!“progress”lin!print.!'Yet,!while!Nikitenko!mentions!thelinci6
dent,'he!does!notloffer!the!details!that!led!to!thelofficial!circular in!'which!the!order!
waslannounced,!land'helcontextualizes!thelissuelin!terms!ofllarger!geopolitical!lphe6
nomena,'referring!to!thelpolitical!plightloflthe!French!lunder!Napoleon!lIl.!As!be6
comeslevident!from!Herzen's!reference!tolinternallmemorandum!of!the!government,!

thelpoliticallfigurelin!question!was!nonelother!than!Alexander!Il'himself.!!!

Whenlthisljournallwas!proffered!to!the!Tsar’sljudgment,!then!
heltooklitland!underlined!this'word,!by!Bludov’slaccount,!and!
deigned!to!mark!outlin’hislown'hand!the!followingnotelin!pen6
cil,'“Whatlis!this!progress!!!!llask!that!‘thes’!(etot)!(thislisInot!a!
misspellinglon!'my!part,lan!‘e’'and!not!an!i’'was!written)not!be!
usedlinlofficiallpapers.”1°¢IBludov!reported!this!penciled!scrib6
ble!tolalllministers!on!May!18.!!Since!this!time,!'weldonot!dare!
tolwritelthelword!progress and!avoidlitby!alllmeans.197!

Herzennotlonly!reveals!the!sourceloflthelinfamous!directive,!reédoubling!thelillicit6
nessloflthe!publication!by!printing!details!gleaned!from!government!sources,'but!
heaps!derision!lupon!the!Tsar!by!preserving!thelorthographic/mistakes!captured!in!

the!Tsar’s!personal!missives.198!IThelresulting!furorlover!“hurlinglinsults”!at!“vari6

196!“eToT”linstead!of'the!correct!“sToT.”!

197Kolokol!:!Gazeta!A.l.!GertsenalilN.P./0gareva,!Zheneval186861869:!Faksimil'noe!lzdanie!
(Moscow:!Nauka,!1979),!1206.!

198!Alexander!lllwas!not!thelonly!Russian!lleader!to!pay!particular!attention!tolideological!
language.!Inthis!Everything!Was!Forever!Untilllt!Was!No!More,!Alexey!Yurchak!details!Jo6
sephl!Stalin’slattention!to!“ideologicallprecision”linllanguage,land!described!Stalin’s!position!
as!“[the]!master!“external”!tolauthoritative!discourse”land!thus!able!to!critiquelit.!'Helintro6
duces!Stalin’sleditoriallbattlelwithlavantégardelelementslinlliteraturelas!an!exampleloflthis!

stance.!lItlislinteresting!tonote!that!thelnatureloflRussian!power!discourses!seems!to!have!
!
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ous!persons,”lasnoted!rather!circumspectly!by!thelusually!perspicacious!(and!al6
ways!wellGead)!Nikitenko,!alsolresultedlinlalcrackdown!designed!to!prevent!the!
leakingloflsensitive!materials!to!the!press.1?°!lYet, Ithelraw!political!content!of!this!
attacklobscures!the!lcompoundinglissues!ofllanguage!that!characterize!thelconfron6
tation/between!thelgovernmentland!thelpress,lin'the!midstloflwhich!Alexander!Ni6

kitenko!found'himself.!

! Thelinclusion!of!thelspelling!mistakelin!the!missive!(‘e’!for!‘'ye’)!may!seem!like!
altrifling!pointloflsatire!to!the!modernleye,!but,!given!the!politicalland!sociallcontext!
oflHerzen’s!missive,!theltransgressivelnaturelof!mistaken!speech'herelis!pregnant!
with!meaning.!'Thelact!of!publicity'here'has!alsolbecomelan!actloflcorrection.In6é
deed,liflone!thinks!oflthellegalltradition!of!royal!speech,!then!thelattribution!of!mis6
taken!speech!becomesl!the!basis!for!lesemajesté.!!Herzen!assaults!not!only!the!

Tsar’s!politics,!but!that!'whichlis!sacred,!the!Tsar’slword.!

Thelprocess!ofirecognition!of!the!mistaken!textlislalprocess!oflreification.!!
Herzenlraises!thelerror!from!thelpagelinlalprocess!thatlreé&creates!thelconversational!
dissonanceloflthe!mis-spoken!word.!'Theleffects!of!this!reification!arelakin!to!sacri6
lege;!Herzenlis!pointing!to!thelultimate!ridiculousnessmotlonly!of!the!Tsar’s!policies,!
butlalsolof!the!Tsar’s!persona.!'The!Tsar’s!pronouncements!were!public!record!only!

when!the!Tsar’sladministration!permitted!them!to!be!so.!!An!1870!codex!formalized!

necessitated!such!concerns!forllinguisticlinterventionlamong!thelhighest!ranksloflthelautoc6
racy!beyond!thelexamplelprovided!here.!Alexey!Yurchak,!Everything!/Was!Forever!Until!lt!
Wasl!No!More!(Princeton,!N]J:!Princeton!University!Press,!2005),!142617.!

199INikitenko!mentions!these!measureslonlylobliquely.!
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thelpractice.!!'Article!73!of!thelregulation,!“On!the!pronouncementlin!printloflcompo6
sitionsland!articles!affecting!the!person!of!His!Imperial!'Highness!the!lEmperor!and!
membersloflthe!lmperial!Family”!(Ob oglashenii v pechati sochinenii i statei, ka-

saiuscheisia Osoby Gosudaria Imperatora i chlenov Imperatorskoi Familii)'follows:!

Compositionsland!articles,!bothlin!theloriginalland!from!translation,lin!
whichlareldescribed!personallactions!or!in'which!are!laid!out!thelver6
ballexpressions!ofthis!Highness!the!Emperor!or!other!Members!of!the!
Imperial!Family,lorlinlwhich!arellaid!out!speeches!directed!to'him,!and!
alsolarticles!containing!within!them!stories!and!judgments!relating!to!
Imperial! Persons!regardless! of!the! publication,!serialized!and! other6
wise,!can!be!printed!only!with!the!permission!of!the! Minister!of!the!
Imperial!Court...200!

Such!measures!sought!tollimit!publicity!without!regard!tolideological!bent.!'Herzen!
reacts!to!thelofficial!fear!oflpublicness!(Habermasian!“Publizitat,”lor!the!principle!of!
openness!versus!statelsecrecy)!bylviolating!the!ban!on!publicityland!publishing!se6
cretlmemoranda.!But,'helalsolviolates!anlaspectlofithe!Tsar’s!publicity,!in!particular,!
the!Tsar’s!publiclimage,!thuslundermining!what!the!Russian!scholar!Sergei!Grigor’ev!
refers!tolas!“thelimagelof!thelsupreme!powers”!(obraz verkhovnoi vlasti),'which'he!
defineslas,!“the!form!oflthelreflection!of!the!Supreme!powerl!takeslin!the!conscious6
nessloflthelsubjects!of!the!Russian!Empire,lunderstood!complexly!-lonlalvisceralland!
anlintellectualllevel.”201IGrigor’ev!goes!on!to!discuss!thelimportancelof!publiclopiné

ionlinlrelation!to!thelstability!oflthelregime,!!

200!S.11.!Grigor'ev,!Pridvornaialtsenzurali!Obraz!Verkhovnoi!Vlasti,!183161917!(Sankt6
Peterburg:!Aleteia,!2007),!73.!

201!Ibid.'6.!

! 139



In!the!Russian!Empirelideologyland!politics!were!maximally!personi6
fied.!'Similarly,!subjects’!perception!of!thelgoverninglideology!(and,!
therefore,!thelideology!of!thelsupremelelite)!was,!tolalsignificant!de6
gree,!conditioned!by!thelperception!oflthe!concretelrepresentative!of!
thelsupremelelite!-lin'hislideological,!political,land!aestheticlcompo6
nents.202!

Herzen’sladlhominem!attack,!thus,lislalblow!to!thelapparatus!supporting!thelentire!
framework!oflimperiallideology,!thelsacralitylofithe!Tsar.!!lf!the!Tsar!can!be!shown!
tolbe!mistaken,land,!moreover,!mistakenlinlalway!that!calls!into!lquestion'his!dignity,!
then'thellarger!projectloflpublicity,!whichloftentimes!tooklon!the!lundertonelof!'what!
Wortman!calls,!“thelcult!oflthe!dynasty,”lwas’hampered.?93!!lHerzen’s!quibbling!with!
policy!'waslonelthing,!and!could!be!circumscribed!within!the!political!discourse!of!
thelday!and!through!thellimited!outlets!of!publicitylallowed!by!thelregime.!'Display6
ing!the!Tsar’slimperfections!to!the!public,lhowever,!cut!to!the!heart!of!the!problem!
oflanlideologicalland!governing!system!controlled!by!alsinglelhuman!being.!!Herzen!
waslirreverentlylopening!the!Russian!system!to!the!sortloflscurrilous!publicity!that!
helcould!observelin!lcontemporary!London.!(A!quick!perusal!through!anledition!of!
the!British!satiricalljournal!Punch,lalready!in!publication!from!1841,!gives!convincé
inglevidenceloflthe!lwidespread!derision!to!which!British!publiclofficials'were!lsub6
jected.)!'Suchlalsystem!personified!thelentire!system!oflpower!relations!that!consti6
tuted!thelempire,reifying!theltropes!ofinationhood!in!the!person!of!the!Tsar.!!As!

Wortman!points!loutlin!the!caselof!the!Russian!Tsars:!

202!Ibid.'6.!

203'Wortman,!Scnearios!of'Power,!149.!
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In!thislequation,!thelmacrocosm!was!defined!in!terms!of'the!micro6
cosm.!Thelemperor,his!/family,!the!dynasty,!thelarmyland!statelepit6
omized!thelprincipallqualities!of!Russialand!represented!the!whole.!!
Herelwelseelalkinship!between!politicalland!symboliclrepresentation.!!
Both...invokelsynecdochelto!describe!thelidentity!between!microcosm!
and!macrocosm...Likewise,!thelimagery!of!Nicholas’lreign!claimed!to!
reflect!thelwillloflthe!people!by!making!theltsarlin'his!ceremoniallap6
pearancesl!thelrepresentation!ofithe!'whole.204!

The!Russian!system!of!government!was!based!on!thelneed!“tolaid!the!development!
oflthe!Supreme!powerl!that!would!correspond!to!the!perfectlidealloflithe!monarchical!
government.”!Anylattacklon!the!Tsar’slimage!became,!by!proxy,lanlattack!on!the!

systemlitself.205!!

! Alexander!lI's!spelling!mistakelis'made!to!stand!in!for!Herzen’s!broader!criti6
cismloflthe!Russian!ruling!class.!'Thelintimatelexposurelof!Alexander’s!private!
memorandalisluseful!for!Herzenmotlonly!aslalmarker!ofljournalistic!cunning,'but!as!
alsymboliclviolation!of!lroyal!prerogative,las!well.l'Thelissuelat’hand!in!The!Belllis!the!
reG@mpositionloflcensoriallcontrollover!the!publishingloflmateriallrelated!to!the!so6
called!“"Peasant!Question.”!!Herzen’slability!to!publish!materiallrelated!not!only!to!
thelissueloflserfdom,!butlalso!to!the!Tsar,!challenging!the!prerogativeloflofficiallnon6

publicity,lislalre@nterpolationlof!thelcensorship!debate.!!!

Herzen’sladlhominem!attacklislanleffective,lifthyperbolic,!displaylofithelinef6
fectivenessloflthe!censorshiplregime.!!Alexander!ll'responded!to!the!substantive!de6

batelon!thelquestion!of!Emancipation!withlanlautocratic!missiveland'alblanket!in6

204!lbid.,'143.!

205!Grigor’ev,!Pridvornaialtsenzura,!11.!
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terdiction!on!publicldiscussion.!!But,'helalsolincluded!alfrivolousledictlaimed!atleras6
inglparticularlwords!from!the!discourse.'Herzen!demonstrates!that!the!boundaries!
ofldiscourselare!porous!notlonly!within!the!textland!betweenlits!readers,!butlin!the!
geographiclspacelinlwhichlaltextlcirculates,!land!specifically!at!the!Russian!border!
through!which!The!Belllis!transported!illicitly.!!Not!only!can!'words!not!be!banned,!
words!canltranscend!the!boundaries!of'the!private!milieulinlwhich!they!werelspo6
ken,!mysteriously!landinglin!print,lunmediated!by!censorlorleditor.!'Thus,!we!see!the!
importanceloflthis!misspellinglas!almark!ofluncensorability,!as!aldemonstration!of!
thelfutility!oflthelcensorship!regime.!!Besides!thelactivation!of!severalnegative!
tropes!related!of!thelaristocracy,!including,!potentially,!the!perception!of!“foreign6
ness”!thatlallinguisticlerrorlreinforces,!thelerrorlinscribes!the!debatelover!publicity!
and!censorship!withinlalcomicallrow!overhow!thoselwho!control!languagelactually!

usellanguage.!!!

! In!The!Bell,'Herzen!takes!on!General!Timashev,!callingthim,!“The!lnquisitor!in!
albluelfrock!coat”!(bluelwas!thelcolorlofithe!Gendarmerielin!the!Third!Division).!!He!
calls!'Butkov,!'Minister!of!Justice,!“the!God!of!all!Petersburg!Camellias![i.e.,!courte6
sans],!that!Government!Casanova.”?0¢INameécalling,!Herzen!figures,!land!especially!
thelkind!oflad'hominem!inlwhich'helindulges'here,!can!certainly!perturblalsystem!
wherelthe!fateloflpublic!discourselislimagined!to!balancelon!thelpinhead!oflalsingle!

word,!“progress.”!

206!Kolokol,1206.!
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! Herzen’s!formulates'his!pugilisticlengagement!with!thelregime!that!has!dis6
appointedhislexpectations!oflreform!aslanlencounterlofllanguage./Whilelengaging!in!
hislusually!ranging!critiquelof!government!policy,'helnevertheless!reserved'his!most!
pointedattacks!for!thelrecent!revisions!to!press!censorship,lanlarealthat!particularly!
fascinated!Herzen!and'his!friend!and!journalistic!colleague!Nikolay!Ogarev.!'Both!
men!werelliterarylexiles!from!alrepressivelregime!that!had!successfully!suppressed!
their!publicationsmotlonly!in!Russia,butlin!Austrialand!Prussia,!las!'well.!lHerzen!
noteslrecent!measures!by!the!government!tolensure!that!ladvocates!oflserfdom!re6
ceivedlequal!spacelinlofficiallpublications!geared!towards!thelintelligentsia,!and!that!
thelthemelof!serfdom!be!banished!from!all!publicationslaimed!at!readers!from!lower!
sociallstrata.2%’!In!doing!so,!however,!Herzen!lays!the!blame!directly!at!the!feet!of!
the!Tsar,lessentializing!thelautocratic!structureloflthe!Russian!Empire,land!bypass6
ing!thelbureaucraticlandaristocraticlmiddlemen!that!traditionally!absorbed!the!

shocksloflcriticism!in!thelclosely!controlled!(and/legal)!/domestic!press.!

.Iwilllfirstlasklyou!to!paylattention!to!the!fact!that!alllof!theselorders!
areldonelin!thelnamelof!the!Emperor.!!l'lknow!welllour!chancellery!
formulars,land!l!can!say!with!certainty!that'here!thelnamelof!Alexan6
der!lllislimplicatednot!without!foundation...I'ldon’tlknow!whether'he!
arrived!to!thislnecessity!by'hislownlintuition!or!'whether!helwas!led!to!
itlby!the!proddingloflonelofthis!lacolytes.!But!thislis!lalllroughly!the!
samelto!me.!'Allloflthe!paper!produced!in’hislname'helhas!deigned!to!
wishlfor:litlisluseful'tothim:!along!with!all!this'he!ldeigns!to!
acknowledgelitinecessary:labovelall,litlis!pleasing!tothim.208!

207!Ibid.!
208!Ibid.!
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Havinglestablished!that!Alexander!lllis!at!thelcenterlofithe!'weblof!lpower!thatlentan6
gles'Russia,!Herzen!thus!circumvents!thelstrict'hierarchy!of!lconventions!that!legis6
late!lcommunication!between!thelvarious!castes!of!lRussian!society.!Herzen!goes!on!
inlthe!lsamelbreath!to!criticize!the!Tsar’s!ministers!for!“slavish,!demeaning!courtesy”!
and!to!question!whether!theylarelcapablelofladdressing!the!Tsar!“withoutthumilia6
tion.”20%1Certainly,!Herzen!sees!thelentire!“verticalloflpower”!(to!luselalterm!from!the!
modern!Russianlkleptocracy)!as!collusion!between!powerfullforces!bent!on!thelma6é
nipulationlofllanguage!and!thus,!power.!!The!system!of!'Russian!governmentlis!built!
onlalfallacylof!thelinviolability!of!thelabsolute!monarch.!In!Herzen’s!wittylexposure!
oflimperiallspeech,!thelassimilation!of'thelmonarch!with!the!languagelused!tolevince!
powerlisldemonstrated;!to!speaklin!thelemperor’sllanguagelis!to!diminish!the!lEm6

peror.!!!

! Thus,!by!challenging!the!Tsar,'and!especially!bylexposinghim!to!derision!in!
print,'Herzenlis!challenging!thelentire!system!ofltacit!socialland!politicallagreements!
on!which!thelsystem!was!built.!!Herzen’slimplicit!connection!between!the!Tsar!and!
thelsystem!oflcensorship!points!tothislunderstandinglofllanguagelas!essentiallto!the!
fabricloflthe!Old!Order.!"To!Herzen,!censorship!goes/beyond!alprogram!tollimit!the!
influenceloflalternativeldiscourses;lit!functionslas!alsortloflsanitary!cordon,!meant!to!

isolateldiscourses!within!thelcastes.?10!IThislview!accounts!for!the!following!censor6

209!Ibid.!

210'forlalfurther!discussionloflvarious!socioeconomicl!factorslinnineteenthécentury!dis6
courselsee!“Bor’balilvzaimodeistvielraznykh!literaturnykh!stileitv!30!-140ée!gody!XIX!v.IRost!

literaturnogo!znacheniialraznochinsko@emokraticheskykh!stilei”lin!Viktor!V.IVinogradov,!
!
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ship!directive,loncelagainlillicitly!printed!thanks!to!Herzen’s!correspondents!within!

thelgovernment:!!

...Belitlresolved!thatljudgmentsland!articles!relatinglanywise!to!the!
peasant!questionlare!not!tolbelallowedlinlindividuallpapers,!sold now!
onloutsideland!on!thelstreet!corners,!land!also!that!stringentlattention!
belpaid!tolindividual!booklets!published!for!thelcommon!folk!so!that!
nothing!willlbelallowed!thatnotlonly!runs!contrary!to!thelregalements!
for'the!foundation!of'the!peasantlestate,'butlalsonothing!thatmight!
providelalreason,!evenliflobliquely,!forlvillainous!interpretations.?11!

Thelreference'herelis!to!the!published!broadsheetsland!pamphlets!that!were!sold!in!
thelstreets,!sincelthelliterary!thickljournals!'were!distributed!through!expensivelsub6
scriptionsland!figured!onlylin!thelintellectuallclubs!and!lending!library!societies.?12!
Thel!clear'messagelof!this!officialldirectivelis!the!creation!oflaltwoéiered!censorship!

with!standards!determined!based!not!on!content,'but!on!audience.!

Itlalsolshedsllightlon!anotherlexclusionary!tactic!disguised!as!alcultural!pecu6
liarity;!theladoption!of!Frenchlinlcommunication!between!members!ofithelupper!
class,lalphenomenon!that!was!thinning!due!tolalvariety!oflpolitical!factors,'but!that!
stilllpersistedlin!lmany!quarters!of!society.?13/lHerzen!notes!that;!“It!(the!potential!for!
unrest)!frightened'him!(the!Tsar)!so/much!so!that!thelannouncementlof!the!Acade6

mylof!Sciencelappointing!the!prize!for!thelessaylin!Russian!on!thelabolition!of!serf6

Ocherkilpolistoriilrusskogolliteraturnogoliazyka: XVII!-XIX!vv.|(Moscow:!Uchpedgiz,!1938),!
3291-1375.!

211!'Kolokol,1205.!
212!see!“KnizhnyelLavki”linIMarchenko,!Bytlilnravy!Pushkinskogo!vremeni,!385!-1395.!!

213!uriilLotman,!“Isskustvo!Zhizni”lin!Besedy!o!russkoilkul’'ture:!bytliltraditsiilrusskogo!
dvorianstva:!XVIllachalo!XIX!veka!(Sankt@Petersburg:!"IskusstvoSAINT!Petersburg,"!
1994),!188.!!
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domlin!lvarious!European!states!waslonlylallowed!to!be!printed!in!Frenchlin!the!
Academy’s!bulletin.”?14IThus,!inllinelafter!line,/Herzen!enumerates!'the!transgres6
sionsloflthelcurrent!Tsarlagainstnotlonly!the!reading!public!(aslit'was!lunderstood!at!
theltime),!butlagainst!those!barred!from!entrylinto!this!society!byllanguageland!cen6

sorship!policy.!

Herzen’slunrelentinglattacks!lon!the!Tsar!were!designed!to!break!through!the!
invidious!cordon!oflrank,!class,land!language.!'The!Belllamplified!thistheresy!by!re6
printing!government!documents,!violatinglanother!sacred!tenetloflgovernment!cen6
sorship!policy.!In!fact,!'thelright!to!printlnews!of!thelimperial'household’s!routine!
waslstrictly'regulated.!Thelflauntingloflwritten!rules,!the!publishingloflgovernmental!
correspondence,land!oflunwritten,!directlverballengagement!with!the!Tsar,'bought!
thelentireledificelof!“slavish,/demeaning!courtesy”!crashing!down,!and!allowed!Her6
zen'to!challenge!thelseparation!of!discourses!by!bringing!the!Tsarland'his!govern6
mentlinto!thellinelofl!fire;!Herzen!sought!to!pierce!their!sacrallarmorland!bring!them!

into!direct!contact!with!language!from!below!through!journalism.!

! For!INikitenko,'whoselown!politicallideology,!judging!by'his!privatelwritings,!
ran!deep,!belieflislconstantlylin!tension!with!the!socialleffectslofthislown!profession6
allactivity.!'For'him,!ideology'mustlalways!be!tempered!by!the!conceptloflaction,!re6
sultinglin!the!categorylof!“utility.”lItlis!the!distinction!between!ideology!and!belief!
that!plagues'him.!!Nikitenko’s!criticallattitude!toward!the!censorship!regime!land!
government!policy!'was!mediated!by'his!participation!in!thelregime.!!Nikitenko!

214!'Kolokol,!205.!
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therefore,!can'be!seen'to’havelobserved!the!formal!distinctions!that,!as'Bourdieu!
posits,'moderate!the!discourselof!personallopinionlinlatheterogeneous!society.!!
However,lifINikitenkol!observes!rules,!then!Herzen!breaks!them,!engendering!“ca6

cophony”lin!the!process:!

...Thelimposition!of!fformallwayslinvolves!observing!the!forms:!thelso6
ciallworld!demands!thatlyoulbringlyourselflinto!line!with!thelofficial,!
bylextending!to!thelworld!lunder!consideration!the!fundamental!
recognition!oflthelofficial!that!consistslinlobserving!the!forms,!thatlis,!
notlsaying!things'bluntly,!putting!them!into!a!poetic!form,lexpressing!
themlinlaleuphemisticlway,laslagainst!thelcacophony!of'the!barbarian!

wholrejects!the!gamelof!thelobsequium:litlisthelwhom!thelsociallworld!
completelylexpels.”2151!

Thelcourt!was!the!world!oflstrategiclobsequium,lexecuted!for!political'lends.!'The!
censorship!was!dedicated!to!preserving!thelillusion!oflobsequiumlin!the!broader!
public!sphere,'regulating!theldiscourselengendered'beyond!earshotlof!thelcourt.!!Ni6
kitenko’slunderstandingloflpolitical!speech,!then,!was!contextualized!both!by'his!
understanding!oflobsequium!as!facilitating!politicsland'by'hislunderstandinglofthis!
ownlrolelinlregulating!public!speech.!INikitenko!notlonly!recognizes!the!forms!in6
herentlin!the!“official’'mode,!butlis!concurrently!responsible!for!enforcing!them.!!
Thus,'helperceives!that!Herzenlis!the!spoiler.!In!fact,!given!Nikitenko’s!rise!from!
serfdom,'he'had!already!“transgressed!the!rules!oflthe!game”lonce!to!gain!freedom!
and!professionallrenown!in!St.!Petersburg.!'For!Nikitenko,!then,!“obsequium”!lis!as!

much!oflalgamelas!Herzen’s!“cacophony.”!!

215'Pierre!Bourdieu,!Distinction:!a!Social!Critiquelof!the!Judgment!of!Taste!(Cambridge,!MA:!
Harvard!University!Press,!1984),!58.!
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Bourdieu’s!discourselon!thellanguage!oflpower,!thelprerogatives!and!duties!
ofllanguagelex!officio,!seems!tolencapsulatelneatly!thelchallenges!faced!by!Nikitenko!
and!anylotherlofficiallwho!practiced!writing.!“If!the!theatricalization!oflconviction!is!
onelofltheltacit!conditions!forlexercising!the!profession!oflintellectual,!iflalphiloso6
phy!professor'must!seem!to!believelin!philosophy,litlislbecause!thislis!thelessential!
homage!to!thelofficial,litlislwhat!has!to!be!paid!to!thelofficiallinlorder!to!belan!official!

.e1en

Herzen’slillegal!publicationlislinlviolation!of!the!rules!of!lsemblance!“essen6
tial”!to!thelofficial.lHerzen’s!language!challenges!the!tenets!oflacceptable!publicity!
that!the!lcensorship!wasl!tasked!with!lupholding.!For!Nikitenko!suchlalmove!was!un6
fathomable.!!As!much!asthislown!criticallrelationship!with!the!governmentlisimade!
clearlinhis!journal,!the!gestures!that!betray!thelstrict!verticallof!powerlarelevident,!
as!well.!INikitenko,lin!fact,'lengageslinlalsortloflplay!that,!'whenlapplied!in!literary!
texts,!'would!belregarded!as!a!form!of!lAesopian!language!(aesopov iazyk)'that!dis6
guiseslits!purpose.l!lAslislevident!from!Nikitenko’s!confusing!paean!to'his!father, he!
hasllearned!to!disguise'lhislopinions!within!the!structural'boundaries!of!the!social!
position'thatlhelislexpected!toloccupy.!'Forlexample,leven!though!Nikitenkolislalfer6
ventlopponentloflserfdom,!Nikitenko’s!languagelabout'his!father’sleducation!mimics!
inlsomel!waysl!thellanguage!that!Benkendorfland!Korfluselinladvancing!theirlopinion!
about!thelinapplicability!oflalhumanistleducation!for!the!lower!stratalof!society,!

“limiting!peasantleducation!to!'necessary’!subjects!'befitting!their!station.”!Certain6

216!Ibid., 128!
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ly,INikitenko’slassessmentlofthis!father’sleducationlisimeantlaslalcompliment!to!the!
latter’s!breadthloflknowledge!given!thelstifling!conditions!of!serfdom,!and!yet!Ni6
kitenko!seems!tolapproach'his!father’sleducation!as!a!problem.!"Thelproblem!is!that!
ofl“usefulness,”lalcategory!that!seems!tolextend!beyond!decorum!in!public!dialogue!
and!towardslalmorelencompassing!view!of!thelfunction!ofllanguagelin!the!public!

sphere.!

Itlislinlalreécalibration!ofllanguage!that!'welcan!place!the!Nikitenko!of!the!dia6
ry,!'wherelhelactslalwayslin!tandem!roles.!!Helislan!imperiallcensor!castigating!lan!
illegal!publication!not!forlitslillegality,litslencroachmentlupon!boundaries!of!the!
printed!word,but!for!the!reforméconfoundinglinaccessibility!that!thislillegality!lcon6
signslit'to.!llndeed,!thislvignette!from!the!diaries!is!fulllof!the!contradictions!to!
which!thelagents!oflcensorship,!poised!between!the!governmentland!thelintelligent6
sia,!'were!prone.!lFirstly,!the!subjectlof!lHerzen’s!émigré!journallislintroduced!in!Ni6
kitenko’s!diarylasthearsay;!“it's!said”!(“govoriat”).!ITherelislalmost!comical!circum6
spection'here.!!Arelwelreallylexpected!tolbelieve!that!Nikitenko,'who'had!directlac6é
cess!to!theljournal,lisinot!sureloflthe!details?!'Theljournallwas!widely'available!and!

readlin'high!bureaucratic,!and!evenlimperiallcircles.217!

Morelimportantlislhow!Nikitenko!records'hislexperienceloflengagement!with!

Herzen.!!Certainly,!asInoted,!Nikitenko’s!criticallreaction!to!Herzen!presents!alsort!of!

217!“Everyone,!Imoreover,!seemed!to!belreading!Kolokol.!!Kavelinthad!caught!the!Empress!
with!thelsecondinumberlintherlhandslaslearlylas!August!1857,land!by!thelend!of!1858!the!
head!of!the!Third!Department!was!passing!copies!from!theltsar!to!Prince!Menshikov.”David!
Saunders,!Russialin!the!Agelof!lReaction!and!Reform:!11801!61881!(London:!Routledge,!
1992),1227.!
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doublelbind.!'He!criticizes!Herzen!for'hislinability!to!belintegrated!into!a!public!de6
batelabout!thelactions!of!thelregime,lyet!printljournalismlitself!can!operatelonly!
within!the!bounds!oflallegally!sanctioned!discourse!defined!by!thelvery!government!
it'would!seek!to!criticize.!'Simultaneously,!Nikitenko!wishes!for!the!sort!of!critical!
responselthat!Herzen!and!other!radicallliberals!of!'the!lday!offer!to!the!debate.!!The!
twolwisheslare!mutuallylexclusive.!INikitenko,!alcensor,!'was!responsible!for!policing!
thelprint!medialand!enforcinglalmarrow!standard!based!on!the!preferences!oflthe!
regime.!!Andlyet,las!lalmemberloflthe!publicland!alpolitically!conscious!commentator,!
helwished!also!tolexpand!the!public!debate!tolinclude!more!discussions!oflthelis6

sues,landlinla!franker!spirit.!!

Herzen’sluseloflnameécallinglagainst!the!Tsar,!then,lis!precisely!the!kind!of!
‘unuseful’llanguage!that!Alexander!Nikitenko!decrieslinthis!diary!entry.INikitenko’s!
versionlof!“usefulness”!seems,!lupon!closerlexamination,!to!belalpolicy!ofleuphemism!
andlelision!thatlwould!please!the!governmentland!salve!the!consciencelof!dissenting!
progressives.!!lHelseems!tolimplicitlylagreelwith!the!content!of!Herzen’s!polemics,!
butleverlexpressesthislown!political!lposition;!however,!Nikitenko’s!silence!can!be!
read!as!content.!!Nikitenko’s!lownlopinions!on!matters!oflthe!day,lespecially!matters!
dealing!with!thelcensorship,!could'belexpressed!withnearly!the!samelintensity!of!
dissatisfactionlas!Herzen.!INikitenko!addresses!the!perceived!shortcomings!ofthis!
colleagues!and!superiorslon!various!committees!in!similarly!vitrioliclterms.!!Howev6
er,!Nikitenko!makeslaldistinction!in'his!privatelwriting!between!privateland!public!
opinion.!tlislas!ifINikitenko'has,!over!the!lcourselofthis!careerlin!thelcensorship,las6

similated!thelrolelof!'thelcensorlin!private!thought.!!For!Nikitenko,!thelintellectual!

! 150



worldlisnot!splitlideologically,!thatlis,!between!opposing!bodies!of!thought,but!

hermetically,!'withlalstrict!division/between!publicland!private.!!Forhim!the!private!
worldlacted!as!the!spaceloflopennesslandlengagement,lalbeitlone!that!waslincreas6
ingly!dislocated!from!the!public!sphere!lbeyond!the!sanitary!cordon!ofldomesticlre6

treat.!

Nikitenko!brings!the!public!spherelinto'his!private!lworld!through!the!discuré
suslofldiary,linteracting!with!thelwider!publiclworld!of'things!and!events!through!
thelhidden'hermeneutics!oflprivatelinscription.!!However,!public!speech!acts,!and!
specifically,!printed!speech,lislevaluated!through!thelfilter!oflcensorship,la'filter!that!
seems!tolbelactivelylengaged!even!in!Nikitenko’s!private!study.!INikitenkolis!loath!to!
commentldiscursivelylupon!thelinhaltlichlor!substantivelelements!of!/forbidden!pub6
liclspeech,!lcommentinglonly!onlitsicontextual!(rhetorical)!elements.!'For!Nikitenko!

censorship!seems!tolhavelalpsychologicallcomponentlas!welllaslallegallone.!

Welmightlnow!begin!tolanswer!thelquestion!of'whether!Nikitenko’s!speech!is!
inlany!way!subversive.!'Thelquestionlisland!must!remain!primarily!contextualland!
political,'Inot!stylisticlor!rhetorical,'forlitlis)grounded!in!thelsilent!act!of!private!writ6
inglandnotlin!the!publiclrealm.!'Part!of!thelanswer!can!belteased!from!the!posthu6
mous!plans!that!Nikitenko'had!for!the!diary.!Nikitenko’s!record!aslalgovernment!of6
ficial,!anlacademic,!land!alliterary!criticlwas!almatter!for!publiclrecord,'but,!according!
tolthelsparselcommentarylon'his!contributions!during!thellastlyears!ofthisllife,little!
appreciated.!'Whetherlornot!Nikitenko!understood!thelvagaries!of!publiclopinion,!

hislview!ofthisllegacy!mustlhavelincluded!anxiety!about!thelextent!to!which'his!pub6
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liclactions!mightlreflectlhis!privatelviews.!Theldiary!serveslaslalsort!oflre@mposition!

oflexcised,!or!censored,!material!/from!Nikitenko’s!public!story.!!!

Theltransgressivelactlof!privatelwritinglenacts!thelincursion!of!the!privatelin6
tolthelpublic.'Theldiarylislalso,!implicitly,!aldialogue!between!voicednessland!si6
lence.!'Notlonly!does!thelauthor!cullthislobservations!from!the!lrangelof!publiclactivi6
tieslinlwhich'helislinvolved!and!about!which'he!feels!thelneed!tolexpress!private!
opinions,'helalsolimplicitly!delineates!writablelexperience!from!un6writablelexperi6
ence.!TheldiarylislasImuch!pregnant!with!pauseland!silencelaslitlis!with!dissent!and!
retegotiation.!!Itlis!this!public!silence,!lcomplemented!by!privatelcacophony,'which!

givesluslalwindow!onto!thenature!of!Nikitenko’s!subversion.!!!

! Nikitenko’slinclinations!led'him!inlopposite!directions.!'His!loverriding!priné
ciplelforlaction!seems!to'havelbeen!encapsulated!by'his!sensitivity!to!“usefulness.”!!
Usefulness!comes!about!for!Nikitenko!by!determining!desirablelinstitutionallout6
comes!through!thelleveragingloflinstitutional!status.!!Nikitenko’s!civil!servicelcareer!
made'him!particularly!sensitiveltolinstitutional!discourses!and!to!the!possibilities!of!
influence!through!the!process!described!by!Sennettlas,!“imposition!of!form!
and...manifesting!thatlyoulrespect!the!forms.”!This,lit!lseems, aslin!the!case!of!Ni6
kitenko’s!tortured!acceptanceloflalposition!in'the!lpropagandistic!Bureaulof!Press!
Affairs!in!1858,!lwaslalsystematiclattempt!tolsubsumelbeliefltolideology,!the!“essen6

"'

tial'lhomage!oflthelofficial!man!to!thelofficial.

! However,lanlopposing!tendency!was!stronglin!Nikitenko,!as!well.!'This!ten6

dency!ledhim!tolreactlagainst!the!forces!oflauthorityland!tolexpressthis!deep!dissat6
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isfaction!with!thelorderloflthings!in!Russia.!!Suchlexpressions!of!dissatisfaction,!
practiced!by!thellikes!of!Herzen,!'were,laccording!to!Nikitenko,!decidedlylunéuseful.!!
Andlyet,!given'his!background,!rooted!in!serfdom,!touched!by!the!Decembrist!
movement,land!girded'by'hislcommitment!tolliteratureland!education,!Nikitenko!
couldnever!simply!abandon'his!subjectivity!in!favorlof!“essentiallhomage.”!'His!dia6
ries,!then,larelthe!lcompromise.!!Theylare!thelwritten!record!ofINikitenko’s!intellec6é
tualldissent,!land!theldam!against!which!“unuseful”!language!and!thoughts!could!
break.!Privatelwritingloperateslaslathighly!mediated!dialogue!between!versions!of!
thelself;!thelpublic!selflcorresponds!with!the!privatelself,!'the!civillofficiallwith!the!

writer.!!!

! In!conclusion,!theselvignettes!outlinelalseries!oflstratagems!by!which!bu6
reaucrats!could!participatelin!thelliteraryllifelof!lRussia.!'Torn!/between!the!tradition!
oflserviceland!thelgrowinglinfluenceloflalternative!models!of!civic!participation!
throughlliteratureland!culture,'bureaucratlauthors!sought!to!balance!multiple!roles.!!
However,lin'thelchangeable!politicallconditions!of'midénineteenth!century!Russia,!
such!dualities,!expressed!eitherlas!professionallcallings!orlas!privatelobsessions,!of6
tentimes!garnered!theldispleasurelof!the!lgovernment.!!Authors!from!within!the'bué
reaucracy'!werelcalled!lupon!tolemploy!various!methods!oflpersuasionland!re6
sistancelinlorder'to!practice!their!craftlwithout!losing!thellivelihood!and!status!that!

theyloften!derived!from!theirlofficiallassociations!rather!than!from!theirlliterary!caé
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! Thelliterary!triolofllzmailov,!Glinka,!and!Aksakov,!led!by!necessity!to!censor6
ship!careers,!displayed!alvarietyloflapproacheslin!dealing!with!theltensionslinherent!
in'balancinglliterary!work!with!the!service.!!Glinka’s!pecuniary!approach,his!de6
tailed!tallyloflliterarylincomeland'his!bold!/demands!for!restitution!ofllostlwages!not!
from'his!servicelcareer,'but!/from'his!parallel!career!as!anlauthor,!didllittle!to!sway!
thelopinion!ofltheladministration.!'Yet,!thislexchange!seems!to!portend!the!growing!
institutional!divide!between!thelliterary!'world!and!the!government.!!Glinka’s!de6
mandslarelsuspended!between!theleraloflpatronageland!theleraloflalselfésustaining!
literaryleconomy.!!'Such!pleas!for!support!werelalfeatureloflthelearlier!patronage!
system,!but!theselrequests!comel!with!almarketfixed!price!that!patronage!didnot!

presuppose.!!

! [zmailov’s!measured!responselto!the!government’s!refusal'tolallow!the!publi6
cationlofthis!journallindicates!alprocess!oflintensenegotiation'between'his!rolelas!a!
censorland'hislrolelaslanlauthor.!!Thelresultingljustifications!arelindicative!of!the!
journey!thatlotherlauthors!andlintellectuals'would!makelacross!the!chasm!separat6
ing!thelintelligentsialfrom!the!censorship!regime.!lzmailov’s!claim!that!publication!
canlachieve!thelgoals!oflcensorship!throughl!other!means,!thatlis,!can!“give![authors’]!
minds!directionlin'thelcapacitylofljournalist,”lisla!precursor!tolan!official!policy!that!
would!follownearly!twentydivelyears!later!in'the!lshortdived!Bureau!of!Press!Af6
fairs,!formed!to!cultivatelalpositivelimage!oflthe!governmentland!its!policieslin!the!

press.!

! Alexander!Nikitenko!would!make!alsimilar!concession!in!building'hisnearly!

fifty6year!careerlaslalcensor.!!Nikitenko!strove!to!compensate!for'his!official!lcensori6
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allduties!by!seekinglaccommodation!with!authors!thatlwould!allow!them!to!publish!
evenlin'the!faceloflofficiallsuspicion.!!As!alliterary!criticland!academic,!Nikitenko!
wrotelwidely!on!Russian!Romanticism,'however,lin!thelconditions!oflpolitical'ten6
sion!thatlran!through!thelmidénineteenth!century,!the!quality!that'he!seemed!tolval6
uelinlliteratureland!journalism!was!thatlof!“utility.”!INikitenko’s!diary!gives!us!a!
glimpselinto!the!fascinating!privatelreflections!oflalbusy!figurelamong!thelliterary!
andlintellectuallelite!lof!Russia,!land!also!displays!Nikitenko’slintimate!reflections!lup6
onlquestions!oflliterarylimport!that'went!/beyond!the!palelofthislapproved!censor6
ship!duties.!!Nikitenko’s!political!principlesland'hislwary!struggle!tolameliorate!the!
censorshiplregimelcollidelin!lalmoment!oficriticism!aimed!at!Alexander!Herzen.!Ni6
kitenko’s!criticism!of!Herzen’s!ljournalism!focuses!notlonlitsicontent,!with!which!he!
largelylagrees,butlonlits!stylisticlaspects.!INikitenko’s!criticallcommentarylisliné
formed!by'hislexperiencelaslalcensor;linthis!desire!to!seelliterature!spur!politicallre6
form,!Nikitenkolis!constantly!vexed!by!the!failureloflauthors!tolindulgelin!the!rhetor6

icallgamesl!that!the!lbureaucracy!required!of!published!authors.!!!

! Bureaucrats!found!that!theirlaccess!to!thelliterary!world!was!limited'not!by!
talent,!butlby!their!miscalculation!oflthelultimatelincompatibilitylof!theirltwo!pur6é
suits.!lIn!theirlattempt!to!develop!strategies!tolcounter!the!mistrustloflliterary!ven6
tureslamong!their!peersland!managerslin'the'bureaucracy,'authorsltried!alvariety!of!
approachesl!that!straddled!discourses.'The!/Russian!Statelincreasingly!brooked!no!
competition!for!thelaffection!oflits!servants.!'Therelcould!be,'however,lexceptions!to!

this'rule,land!Nikitenko!was!one!of'them.! !
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Chapter IV

S- LTYKOV-SHCHEDRIN: THE BURE- UCR- TIC LIFE -
LETTERED

“Donotl!forget,'reader,!that!l'havelneverlappeared'beforelyoulin'my!naturallview,!
butlalways!somehow!hobbled.”!

AaVL.IE.!ISaltykov&Shchedrin!
! !
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a

Mikhail!Saltykov!was,llikely,!thelmost!lcommitted!bureaucrat!tolever!make!a!
successlofthislliterary!calling.!'This!chapter!brieflylexamines'his!lifeland!the!condi6
tionslin'which'helwrote.!Thelprevious!chaptersthavelexplored!thelrolelof!thelbu6
reaucratlin!Russianlliterature!beforeland!after!the!Great!Reforms!and!examined!how!
bureaucratslengaged!with!thelliterary!sphere!from!within!the!bureaucracy.!'Here,!
welturn!finally!tolalcloselanalysis!oflseveralltexts!from!thelauthor!most!concentrated!
onlthelproblem!oflthe!bureaucrat!bothlinllifeland!literature.!!'Saltykov’s/bureaucratic!
servicelwas!coextensivelwith'his!careerlaslanlauthor!untillalfinal!lbreak!with!thelser6
vicelin!middlelage,!land'his!stories,!Inovels,!land!editorials!form!alcompendium!about!
bureaucraticllifelin'thelera.'If!Nikitenko,!Izmailov,!Glinka'and!others!were!focused!
on!determiningland!then!observing!thellimits!of'the!freedom!accorded!the!bureau6
cratltolengagelinlliteraryllife,!Saltykov!seems!tothave!been!focused!on!transgressing!

thelaccepted!limits.!!!

In!this!chapter,!llexamine!twol!story!cycles!that!conveniently!bookend!
Saltykov’s!period!ofldirectlengagement!with!the!bureaucratic'milieu!that!was,!at!
once,'his!professional!sphere,his'bételnoire,'and'his!constantlliterarylinspiration.!!
Through!closelreadings!oflvignettes!from'his!story!cycle!Provincial Sketches!in!1856,!
thelyearlafterthis!return!from!administrativelexile,land!from!the!collection!The
Tashkenter’s Clique!from!1869,!thelyearlafter'his!retirement!from!thelservice,!the!
chapter!seeks!tolestablish!severalloverarching!themes!thatlemanate!from!the!prob6
lematically!twinned!rolelofltheladministrativelapparatus!for!Saltykov.!ITo!wit,!the!

bureaucracy!was!bothlalcreativelengine!for!Saltykov’s!satirical!geniusland!almoné
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strosity!thatlrepresented!thelvenalityland!oppression!of!Russia’slunequallsociety.!!
Thelfirst!closelreadinglilluminates!the!biographical!themes!stretchinglacross!
Saltykov’s!work,!tethering'his!literary!production!to!the!rough!contours!ofthis!pro6
fessionallcareerlin!the!lbureaucracy.!!These!themes!show'!him!claiming!thelauthority!
oflwitness,!martyr,land!confidant,!roleslequally!importantlinlestablishing!the!topsy6
turvy!satiricallworld!thatlacted!as!alcarnival!mirror!for!Russian!societylin!the!condi6

tionslof!fturmoil!duringland!after!the!Great!Reforms.!!!

Thelsecond!closelreadingllooks!at!Saltykov’s!repetition!oflarchetypallcharac6
terslacross!thelspanlofthislliterary!career.!'Such!characters,!revisited!over!the!course!
ofltwenty@ivelyears,!lwerelimportantlinlestablishingnotlonly!typelin!the!Saltykovian!
oeuvre,'butlin/creatinglalveritablelgrammar!that,!throughlitsireliance!on!tacit!like6
nessland!significant!repetitions,helped!Saltykov!toloutpace!censorship!control.!!!
Thislworld!oflrepetitions!and!echoes!camel!tolresemble!the!claustrophobic!proviné

ciallbureaucraticlworld!thathelexcelled!in!describing.!!!

The!third!reading!looks!at!Saltykov’s!written!productionlat!theloutset!ofthis!
mostladversariallperiod.!'In!The Tashkenter’s Clique'Saltykovlhyperbolizes!thelearli6
er!'world!of!Krutogorsklin!Provincial Sketches,'and!far!from!displacing!the!provincial!
center!further!to!theloutskirts,'helinstead!reconfigures!geography!to!move!the!
vaguely'threateningland/largelylimaginary!Oriental!steppe!to!thelheart!of!European!
Russia.!!Saltykov’s!collapsingloflspaceland!reversalloflcolonyland!metropolelunder6
mine!thelattemptloflthe!bureaucratic!state!to!redirect!publiclattention!tolnew!na6
tional!projects.!ISaltykov’s!directlengagement!with!bureaucraticlexcess!takes!on!a!

nationallandlepic!scopeland!provides!the!clearestlexamplelof!Saltykov’s!pivot!from!
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the!miniature!world!of!the!provincial!lbureaucracy!to!the!philosophicallexpanselinto!

which'his!later!novels'would!venture.!

Bureaucratic Life - Lettered

Besides!Saltykov,!thelotherlauthor!bureaucrats!featured!in'this!study!left!the!
servicelas!soonlas!theirlliterary!success!allowed!them!to!free!themselves!from!offi6
ciallpurselstrings,lor,lalternately,!camel!calling!whenlliterarylincome!didnot!suffice.!!
Some,llike!Fyodor!Tiutchev,!led!more!privileged!lives!abroad,!parlayingthis!bureau6
craticlcallinglintolanlopportunity'tollivelalfully!Western!life, !freelof!domesticlpres6
suresllikelcensorshipland!secret!police.'When!Tiutchev!returned!to!Russialto!take!
histhigh!postlin!the!Foreign!Censorship,littwas!with!the!fulllunderstanding!that'his!
stature!could!belused!beneficently!to!protect!thelintellectualllife!lof'Russia,!landnot!
only!to!further!the!bureaucratic!fiefdom!thatthel!served.!!Some,/like!Goncharov,!
toiled'haplesslylin!the!Censorship,!chafinglatlgovernment!control!but!stilllable!to!
spend!most!days!conversing!withlother!literary!men.!

Mikhail!Saltykov!was!different.!!Salytkov!didnot!seek!aljob!as!alcensor,nor!
did'he!consider!serviceltolbelalreserveloccupation!thatlexisted!to!fillthis!coffers!
when'hislliterary!luck!ran!short.!!Saltykov!waslaltruelbeliever.!!While!harried'by!
debtland!alspendthriftimother!throughoutthisllife,!Saltykov!was!notlas!pressed!as!
somelotherslofthis!day.!!Saltykov!instead!seemed!to!regard!servicelas!almeans!of!
bringinglabout!the!progress!that!'was!always!/lackinglin!the!misanthropicland!cor6

rupted!world!depictedlinthis!books.!Inlalservicelcareer!that!spanned!administrative!
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exile!lduring!thelreign!of!Nicholas!to!servicelas!athighGanking!VicelGovernorlin!a!
stringloflimportant!/Russian!regions,!Saltykov!toiled!at'hisladministrative!career!for!
much!longer!than,'hellaterladmitted,'was!productive.!!But!Saltykov,!onelof!the!most!
pessimisticland!caustic!writerslin!the!Russian!language!(the!scholar!Carl!Proffer!

«“

called!Saltykov’s!masterpiece!The Golovlyev Family,!“oneloflworld!literature’s!most!
depressing!books,”218)Iseemed!to!feellalcalllto!public!servicelcertainlylon!par!with!
thellikes!of!poet!GavrillDerzhavin,lonelof!Catherine’s!most!trusted!courtiers,!the!
erstwhile!Governorlof!Olonets,!land!thelonly!Privy!Councilorlin'the!history!of!lRussian!
letters.!

Saltykov’s!careerlwas!notlas!charmed!as!that!of!Derzhavin.!'His!path!to!ser6
vicelwas!marked!withlyears!ofladministrativelexile,lofficialldispleasure,!police!sur6
veillance,!dislocation,!and,!finally,!imperial!lcensure.!'lHowever,lin!Russia,!suchlalrec6
ordloflservicelwas!not!so!peculiar.'What!was!peculiarlwas!Saltykov’s!prominent!lit6
erarylcareerland,'leven!more!peculiar,!the!lway!that!Saltykovlintegrated'his!two!pur6
suitslalmost!seamlesslylinto!the!most!damning!political!satirelever!directed!against!
thelautocratic!Russian!state.!

Tolbegin!with,civillservants!werelalways!directland!privileged!observers!of!
thelprocessloflgovernment,las!welllas!thellargest!class!oflliterate!professionals!in!the!
Empire,land!they!were!directly!implicated!in!the!political!discourseloflgovernance.!!

However,!by!thelnineteenth!century!civillservantsthad!also!becomelintegrated!into!

218!Carl!R.!IProffer,!“Saltykov!and!the!Russian!Novel”lin!M.!E.!Saltykov&Shchedrin,!The!
Golovlev!Family!(Ann!Arbor,IMI:!Ardis,!1977),lix.!
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thelliterary!discourse!thatlwaslexpandinglacross!the!Empire.21°!lAslwelhave!seen!in!
previous!chapters,!suchlopportunitieslalso!led!to!pitfalls.!'Bureaucrats!tasked!with!
administering!Russialwere!notlencouraged!to!writelaboutlit,land!those!who!did!
could'find'themselveslinlirons,lor!'worse.!

! Thuslit'was!for!Saltykov.!!Having!run!afoul!of!Nicholas!l!in!1848,'he!was!sent!
toladministrativelexilelin!Vyatka,!where!helremained!for!six!years.!"The!moment!of!
Saltykov’slreéemergencelonto!thelliterary!stage!was!thelresultlof!the!fortuitous!con6
catenationloflseverallcircumstances.!!The!previous!decadesthad!seen!thelemergence!
oflliterarylinstitutions!and!the!piecemeallestablishment!of!thelinstruments!of!publi6
cationland!publicity,!lushered!in'thelsafeguards!oflcopyright,land!witnessed!ongoing!
bruisingljournalistic!battles!between!writers!land!unscrupulous!publishers.!This!pe6
riod'had!alsolintroduced!constantly!changing!censorship!laws!and!the'lhounding!tac6
ticslofINicholas’lgendarmerie.!!However,!muchllike!Alexander!Pushkin’s!ordeallof!
exile,lit'mustthavelbeen!altimeloflrecalibrated!expectations!land/harddearned!lessons!
about!the!challenges!oflliterary!lifelin!repressive!Russia.!!As!Stephanie!Sandler!
writeslabout!Pushkin:!“Thelyears!oflexile,!then,!werelaltime!that!allowed!him!to!con6
solidateland!comelto!terms!with'his!positionlaslalwriter!in!Russia’s!censored!and!

undemocratic!culture.!'To/be!Russia’s'national!writer!came!to!mean!...lalwriter!

219!See!Russian!Officialdom:!the!Bureaucratization!oflRussian!Society!from!the!Seventeenth!
tolthe!Twentieth!Century,leds./Walter!McKenzie!Pintner!and!Don!Karl!lRowney!(Chapel!Hill:!
UniversitylofINorth!Carolina!Press,!1980).!!
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workinglinlalsocialland!politicallorder!that!'was!profoundly!repressivelandnotori6
ously!capricious.”220!
ForlSaltykov,!return!from!exile!meantlalportion!oflrenewed!faithlin!the!rele6
vancelof!governmentland!the!prospectloflalreformed!bureaucracylawake!to!thelne6
cessities!oflreform!and/justicelinladministration.!!Saltykov!was,lin!fact,!alrepresenta6
tiveloflalclass!oflauthorsthidden,!so!to!speak,in!plain!sight.!'His!service!continued!
through!the!1860s!withlalbrieflpause!tolwork!with!Nekrasov!as!thelnew!editor!of!

The!Contemporarylafter!theluntimely!death!of!Dobroliubov!and!theljournal’s!tempo6

rary!closurelfor!censorshiplinfractions.!!Saltykov!saw'hislwork!in!the!/bureaucracy!
during!theleralof'the!Great!Reformslasthis!paramount!contribution!to/Russian!life.!!
Aslalvicegovernorlin!thelregions!of!Tver’,!IPenza,land!Tula,!Saltykov!struggled!tolim6
plementlreformslagainst!the!wishes!of!thellargely!reactionary!grandees!of!thellocal!
nobility.!'Far!from!being!thelagentlof!progressive!change!that'helenvisioned!during!
thelheady!dayslof'the!Great!Reforms,!Saltykov!found!that'his!preeminent!position!in!
thelprovinciallbureaucracy!placed'him!at!the!mercyl!ofllocal!factions.!'Despite!
Saltykov’sbestthopes!forlmodernization,!the!situation!thatthelencountered!in!the!
provinces!remained!remarkablylunchanged!from!the!previous!century.!!As!thethis6

torian!of!Russian'bureaucracy!John!LeDonnelwrites!of!'the!Catherinian!era:!!

Despitelthelfact!that!the!governor!was!suchlanlimportant!personage,it!
islimpossible!to!findlin'thellegislation!oflthe!period!any!systematic!
outlinelofthis!powers.!![Helwas]!thelhead!and!master!(khozian)!ofthis!

220!Stephanie!Sandler,!Distant!Pleasures:!Alexander!Pushkin!and!the!Writinglof!Exile!(Stan6
ford,!CA:!Stanford!University!Press,!1989),146.!
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province!butlwas!silentlon!the!lmeaning!of'that!term.!'Yet!therelis!par6
adox!onlyliflonelpersistslinllookinglupon!the!governorlas!albureau6
craticlagent.!In!fact,his!power!derived!from'his!statuslaslalmember!of!
thelsocialland!political!coreloflthelruling!class!landneeded!no!restric6
tiveldefinitionlinlallegal!ldocument.!'His!mission!was!to!govern!the!lde6
pendent!population!ofthis!provincelin'his!duallcapacitylof!sociallleader!
and!political'bossland!to!maintain!disciplinelamong!theljunior'memé6
berslof'thelruling!class!and!the!clerks!'who!servedlunderthim...221!

Theladministrativelpicture'had!not!changed!significantly!since!that!time!and!the!
administrative!structure!that!served!in'the!provinces!largely!followed!thethaphaz6
ard!structure!described!above,!'which!relegated!provinciallgovernance!to!the!social!
calendarlof!thellocallaristocracy.!!Saltykov’s!servicelin!Ryazan’!represented!altwo6
yearltransfer!from!St.!Petersburg!thatlhelembraced!notlonlylas!alchancelat!lad6
vancement,'butlalsolaslanlopportunity!to!participatelin!the!gathering!paceloflreform!
that'would!soon!break!upon!the!provinces!from!above.!!However,!correspondence!
during'his!servicelin!Ryazan’lis!fulllofthis!disillusionment.!""Wellead!allife'here!thatlis!
mostlboring...!laffairslare!conclusively!crushing!me.”2221ISalytkov!could!be!counted!
onlto!pique'his!correspondentsland!waslalreliable!curmudgeon!inthis!relationships!
withlprofessional!colleagues,!but!theloutpouringlof!disappointment!with!thelprové
inces!reflectslaldeeplylemotional'bond!with!themoné&osmopolitan!spaces!of!the!
Russian!Empire.!!Salytkov!the!bureaucrat!seemed!to!feelleach!stinglofladministrative!

defeatlinlalway!thatlonly!Shchedrin!thelauthor!could!bring!to!successfullaccount.!

221YJohn!P.ILeDonne,!Ruling!Russia:!Politicsland!Administrationlin!the!Agelof!lAbsolutism,!
176261796!(Princeton,!N.J:!Princeton!University!Press,!1984),142.!

222!Sergey!Makashin,!Saltykov&Shchedrin:!Seredinalputi!18606e!1870€e!gody!(Moscow:!lzd.!
KhudozhestvennaialLit.,!1984),1245.!
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His!positionlin!the!provinces!becamela!disappointment!to’him!becauselitlun6
derutilized'his!professionallcapacities!butlalso!failed!tolallow'him!the!leverage!that!
helbelieved!intellectuallwork!would!providelinladvancing!progressive!reforms!in!
Russia.!lHarried!by'hislenemieslin!thelaristocracy,!Saltykov’s!longlandluseful!career!
in!publicllifelcameltolanlend!in!March!of!1868!as!alresultlof!lsecret!communication!
betweenlinformerslin!Riazan’land!thelsecret!policelinMoscow.!!Atlissue!was!official!
suspicionloverlaljournallarticle!that!Saltykov!did!not!pen.223!The!Tsar,!wholonce!fa6
mouslylordered'him!to!“servelasthelwrote,”!wasllividlover!Saltykov’s!criticism!oflthe!
slow!paceloflreform!and!thelexcesses!oflbureaucraticladministration,land!Saltykov!
finally'recused'himself!from!public!service.!

Saltykov!saw'his!twolcareers,!thelliteraryland!bureaucratic,'aslintrinsically!
bound.!!Energized!by!thelprogressive!promises!from!theladministrative!core!of!the!
empire,!Saltykovlbelieved!in!theltransformativelnature!ofthis!bureaucraticloccupa6
tionslandlin!thenecessityloflgood!ladministration!to!salve,lifinot!solve,!thelmany!
maladies!oflthe!Russian!Empire.!!His!professionallliterary!activitylas!an!author!and!
journalleditor!waslalsollinked!to!the!progressive!goals!ofithe!Russian!literary!real6
ists.IISaltykov!would!write,!significantly,!from!the!perspectiveloflalbureaucrat,!and!

helstaged!the!sceneloflbureaucracy!repeatedlylin'hislearly!works.!!Saltykov’s!first!

2231Ibid.,!3066315.!
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important!collection,!and!almajor!publicloccasion!in!thelearly!days!ofithe!Great!Re6
forms,!Provincial Sketches'ismarrated!by!“Retired!Commander”!Shchedrin.224!!

The!projected!voicelof!Saltykov’s!bureaucrat,lis,!lespeciallylin!thelearly!stages!
oflreform,!scathing!butlnotlyetleviscerating.!'His!early!satirelaims!at!the'heart!oflad6
ministrative!darkness,'but,!asthis!morelradicallcritics'would!chargelof!Provincial
Sketches,Ineverlpierceslit.!'Saltykov’slown!hardwork!on!the!pressinglissues!of!pro6
vinciallreform,'his!long!sojourns!outsideloflthe!capitalland!away!from!the!crucible!of!
intellectual!discussionland!journalistic!polemics,'his!stillstrong!faithlin!thelability!of!
enlightened!administration!to!tackle!thelills!lof!Russia,'hislown!practicallunderstand6
ingloflsocietyland'humanmature,lallloflthese!things!made'him!interested!in!the!bu6
reaucracylaslanlinstitution,!landnotlonly,norleven!primarily,'aslan!object!oflliterary!
satire.!!!

Russianlliterature'had,'in!fact,!/counted!on!the!misfortune!of'the!bureaucrat!
timelandlagain.!'Thelquintessential!Russianlarchetype,!the!“littlelman,”'was!anlamal6
gamation!oflthe!most!pathetic!qualities!oflthe!disenfranchised!office!slave,!thelcopy6
ist'who!managed!tolelicitlsympathy!whilelstilllclinging!to!the!mostlvenallaspirations!
oflthelstatusébsessed!bureaucrat.!!But,Inow,levenlin!the!mocking!tones!oflsatire,!
Saltykov!sought!to!domesticate!the!bureaucratland!to!draw!the!fullerloutlines!ofthis!
society.!'His!descriptions!ofladministrativellifelare!more!complete!pictures,!'which,!

whilelvalued!for'theirldependableljournalistic!penchant!forlexposéland!scandal,!still!

224!'Allater!cycleloflstories,!'Pompadoursland!Pompadourettes!(Pompadurylilpompadurshi)!
helcalled!“Gubernatorial!Stories”linljestlat!thelrather!too!palpablelinfluencelofthis!thankless!
dayslaslalregionallvicegovernorlonthis!storytelling.!
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manage'to!drawl!thelreaderlinto!thelworkaday!world!oflthe!bureaucracy.!'In!this!
way,!thelbiting!satirelislalproject!conceived!lookinglout!from!inside!of!the!/bureau6
cracy,!rather!than!from!theloutside!llookinglin,!'the!traditional!pointloflview!for!allit6
erarylestablishment!who!conceived!of'the!bureaucracylas!anlessentiallother.!IThis!in!
itselflislanlachievementlof!the!AgeloflReforms,!land!one!that'wouldnot,!or!couldnot,!
belrepeated!after!the!disillusionment!stemming!from!the!failureloflreform!and!the!
reaction!that!followed.225!
The!doubts!oflthelradicals!about!the!sinceritylof!thelgovernment’s!lembrace!of!
publicity!andlitslcommitment!to!further!reforms,!much!lesslitslability!to!carrylout!
thelreformslenacted,'would!doom!thelfurtherlintegration!oflciviclroles.!!Saltykov!
would!leave!the!bureaucracy,!disenchanted.!!Literature,lincreasinglyla!professional!
calling!that!lwould'brook!nolrivals,'would!/becomelalwellGmanaged!and!well&unded!
enterprise,!lucrativelenough!tolallow'him!to!dispense!with!thelrival!career,!finally!
obliging!the!government’slinterestlin!preventing!thelextraéofficiallairingloflbureau6
craticlopinions.!
Thel!followinglanalyses!attempt!tolidentifyland!describe!the!broad!literary6
administrativelbond!that!Saltykov!manifested!inthislwriting!for!the!period!ofthis!civil!
employment.!!Thelpassages!tolbelexamined!arelalso!broadly!representativelofthow!

Salytkov!thoughtlaboutthislliterary!career!within!the!spacelofthisladministrative!

225!"Whatlwas!shortly!tolemerge!between!governmentland!writers,however,!'was!athar6
mony!lunmatched!atlanylother!timelin!thelhistoryloflimperiallcensorship.!'Themew!emperor!
wasltolvaluelandlencourage!publishing.!!His!government!was!tolopen!presses,!promotelad6
vanceslin!printing,!subsidize!books!and!journals,land!produce!the!mostlliberal!censorship!
statutelever!tolappearlunder!the!doubletheaded!eagleloflimperial!Russia...”!Rudd.!!Fighting!
Words,!24.!
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ambitions,!and,lindeed,'hislambitions!for/Russia.!'While!lampooning!the!Empire!that!
helserved,!Saltykovlalso!sought!tolinstructlit,!alpractice!that'would/lead'him!away!
from!government!forever,land,leventually,linto!the!ranks!of!the!most!vociferous!crit6
ics'that!the!Russian!bureaucracy'hadlyet!seen.!

I

Provincial Sketches: Sojourn to the Land of the Good Old Days

Saltykov’slfirst!postéexile!'work,!Provincial Sketches,'was!widely!regarded!as!
thelfinestlexampleloflexposélliteratureland!garnered'him!alplacelamong!the!most!
important!contemporary!Russianlauthors.!!Now!servinglunder!Minister!of!lEducation!
Golovnin,!Saltykov!was!singled!out!forladvancementlin!the'hopes!that!this!rehabili6
tated!politicallexilelwould!belan!lexamplelofithe!lgovernment’s!successlin!turning!a!
pagelfrom!thelpolitically!repressiveleralof!Nicholas!l.!!Upon'his!confirmation,!the!
Tsar,lawarelof!Saltykov’slliterarylactivityland'his!progressive!tendencies,'which!
werelconsideredlundesirable!by!the!Tsar’s!closestladvisors,'had!defiantly!remarked;!
“...Letlhim!go'to!serveland!may'he!dolexactly!as'helwrites.”2261!

! Thelstories!that'had!caused!the!furor,!muchllike!Turgenev’s!series!of!sketches!
oflruralllifelinl- Sportsman’s Sketches!(Zapiski okhotnika),'didnot!take!the!path!of!
direct!confrontation!with!government!policies!butlinstead!sought!tolalternate!comic!
sketcheslof!lruralllifelwith!pointed!descriptions!of!thelabuseslunder!corruption6

ridden!administrative!cabals.!!

226!Makashin,!Saltykov&Shchedrin!NalRubezhe!185061860!Godov,!68.!
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! Themarratorlappearslin!these!stories!as!“Retired!Councilor!Shchedrin”!(‘Ot6
stavnoi!Sovetnik!Shchedrin’),!whoselpresencelin!thelrural’backwater!of!Krutogorsk!
closely!matched!Saltykov’slown!enforced!ladministrativelexile!to!Vyatka!from!18486
1856.!"Theloccluded!presenceloflthenarrator!balances!thelrather!rash!act!oflcon6
fronting!stilllrecent!history.!!Saltykov’s!lown!politicallrepression,!partlof!thelwide6
spread!politicallreaction!that!succeeded!the!crisis!of!lEuropeanlautocracy!in!1848,!
was!widely'known!and'had!swept!Saltykov,lalyoung!starlin'thelliterary!firmament,!
from!thelliterary!stage,/butlitthadnot!blotted!out!hislname.?27!!Saltykov,'while!lchoos6
ingnot!to!write!thelimmediate!political!lcontextlinto!the!series!oflsketches,!stilllcon6
fronts’his!readership!with!the!politicallphantoms!of!Nicholas’Ireign.!!!
Thelimmediate!context!for!the!sketcheslislalshabby,lintroverted,!land!impov6
erished!provinceloflthellate@Nicholaevan!era.!!lKrutogorsk,!the!lprovincial!center,lis,!
like!Saltykov’sllater!satiricallcity,!Glupov,lan!entirelkingdom!unto!itself,!deprived!of!
linesloflcommunication!that!should!bringlnews!and!information!from!the!capital,!as!
welllas!roads!that!might!bringlany!travellerslat!all.!'Saltykov!metaphorically!bracké6
ets'thelruralldistrictlin!the!foreword!and!epiloguelas'he!developslalsortlof!poetical!
isolationl!evoked!by!both!travelland!the!tropeloflcrossinglliminal!spacelin!mythology.!!
Crossinglinto!Krutogorsklis!bothlalreal!crossing,linto!the!lsemanticland!linguistic!
spaceloflthe!provinces,land!a!lmythologicallone:!

! Butlmoreland!more!thelfog!begins!tolcapture!thelhorizon;!the!
high!steeples!ofithe!lchurches!drownlin!thelskyland!seem!like!fantasti6

227'Dostoevsky!waslalso!caughtluplin!thelgenerallreactionary!furylthatlyear,!andlexiled!to!
hard!laborlin!Siberia.!
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Beforelyoulislalriver...IThelferry!didnotImove,!land!only!the!clatter!of!
horselhooveslagainst!thelplatform!and!the!splash!of!fur!pulled!from!
thelwater!returned!us!to!the!consciousness!oflsomething!reallandnot!
fantastic.!

! Butlherelwas!thelshore...lyou'hear!the!muffled!jingle!of!the!
hanging!bells;!the!horseslarelharnessed;!finally!alllislready;!in!the!ta6
rantaslappearslalhatland!the!followinglis'heard:!“my!good!sirs,!care!to!
contribute?”!-“Giddyéaup!”!-lislheard!from!behind,!land!you!clamber!up!
thelsteep!bank....”228]

Thelscenelislalfamiliarlone!for!thelreaderlused!to!proverbiallcrossingslintolaldistincé
tivelnarrativelspace.’?2°!IThis!created!spacelislevoked!aslalmirror!for!the!real'world!
setlbehind!themarrator,!the!familiar'world!of!the!capitals!and!oflsociety,!the!lworld!of!
Saltykov’s!readership.!!Moving!towards!the!town,!Saltykov’s!character!passes!not!
only!through!thelidyllic!spacelofithe!Russian!countryside,!thelnineteenthécentury!
“picturesque”lvision!that!Christopher!Ely!describeslas!“blendinglaesthetic!lconven6
tionsland!geographicallfact,”!but!through!alstateloflconsciousnesslintolunconscious6
ness,lorleven!ofllifelinto!death.23%!IThelriders!are!slowly!lulled!to!sleep'by!the!coun6
trysideland!whilelabsorbed!intolalsortlof!“fantasy,”!thelcarriage!conveys!them!to6

wards!a!Stygian!landscapeloflspectersland!shadows.!IThe!crossinglislbarely!percep6

228!Saltyokv&Shchedrin,!1:3!

229lin!describing!the!“eight!basicnarrativelunits”!thatlcompriselthe!basicimythological!top6
osloflthe!“descentltolthelunderworld,”!Terpeningllists:!“Theldescenderlarrives!atlalbarrier...!
Thelonly!barrierloflinterestlislanlinfernal!barrierlor!swamp!withoutlalbridge,!anlobstacle!
varyinglinlnameland!description.!'Thelobstacle’slessentiallnaturelisllimitation!and!confine6
ment.!!It!keeps!somelwithinland'holds!othersloutside!thelrealm.”!!And:!“The!passengers!dis6
embarkl!at!the!far!side.!Prior!tollanding,!the!ferryman!often!collects'his!fee.!!Following!this,!
theldescenders!takelleaveloflthe!lboatman,who!returns!forlalnew!load.”lin!Ronnie!H.!Terpen6
ing,!Charonland!the!Crossing:!Ancient,!Medieval,land/Renaissance!Transformations!ofla!
Myth!(Lewisburg:!Bucknell!University!Press,!1985),/111612.!

230!Christopher!David!Ely,!This!Meager!Nature!:!Landscapeland!National!/ldentitylin!lmpe6
riallRussial(DeKalb!:Northern!lllinois!University!Press,!2002),!61.!
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tible,!described!onlylas!anlinterruption'tolaldream,!and!isimarked!only!by'alhumor6é
ouslinterpolation!of!Charon!the!boatman,!the!“hat”!thatlintrudeslinto!the!carriage!to!
ask!for!the!customary!wageslof!the!Stygian!crossing.231!'Thelcarriage!quickly!moves!
intolalspace!that!seems!lunexpectedly!familiar!for!thelnarrator.!'The!passagelinto!the!
other!worldlis!figured'herelaslalpassagenotlinto!death,!into!the!land!of!ghostly!
shades,!butlaslalpassagelinto!the!land!of!torporland!confusion,lintolaldistinctively!
sluggish!and!backward!place.!'For!Saltykov,!the!Stygian!shores!of'Russialare!the!
shoresloflignoranceland!administrativelabuse.!
Inloneloflthe!far!corners!of!lRussialtherelislalcity!that!speaks!to/my!
heart...[Entering!this!citylyoul!feellasliflyour!careerthad!ended'here,!
that!therelislalready!nothing!further!thatlyou!can!demand!from!life,!
that!thelonly!thing!thatlis!left!tolyoulis!tollivelin!the!pastland!to!regur6
gitatelold!reminiscences.?32!
Indeed,!provincial!lKrutogorsk,'beyond!the!Stygian!/banks!and!thelvision!ofla!
shabby!Charon,lislalsmalllworld!cutloff!from!itsthinterlands!and!set!against!thelmo6
rass!thatlextends!beyond!the!town.!!Saltykov’slown!exile!sounds!through!the!de6
scription,land!thelpassagelinto!the!shades!of!Krutogorsk!islaljourneylinto!alsort!of!
administrative!“death,”lan!lexcommunication!from!the!body!politic.!!Saltykov’s!lown!

disgruntled!voice!can!belheard!in!the!ldescriptionlof'thelcity’slisolation.!'Thelmove6

ment!towards!thelhorizonlislalmovementnot!towards!alparticular!destination,'but!a!

231!Another!reference!to!Greekland!'Roman!mythology!contained!in!the!lntroduction!pro6
videsla!furtherlintimation!to!thelreader!that!Saltykov'has!the!Charon!mythl!inimind'here.!!
Saltykovimentions!the!lOvidian!mythlof!Baucis!land!Philemon,!the!paragons!of!rural'hospital6
ity,'who,!saved!from!the!destructionlofltheirlvillage,lwereltwinned!togetherlin!dendritic!
form!among!the!lswampy!wastelands.!See!Ovid,!Metamorphoses!(Oxford:!0xford!University!
Press,!2008),!8:6196728.!

232!SaltykovéShchedrin,1:2.!
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movementlaway!from!bounded!spacelandl!into!thelunsettled!and!directionless!space!

oflthe!“surroundings.”!
And,linlreality,leven!thelroads!don’tllead!any!further!beyond!the!town,!
asliflitlwas!thelend!of!the!lworld.!!No!matter!wherelyou!look!to!the!sur6
roundings!-!forests,!marshes,!and!steppe;!steppe,forests,land'marsh6

es:lhereland!there!the!fanciful!curveloflalvillage...and!then!everything!
islquietlagain,leverything!sinkslinto!the!general!'monotony.233!

'H

Krutogorsk,laltoponym!meaning!“steep'hill”lin!Russian,!mostllikely'alluding!to!the!
distinctivelbanks!that!buttress!the!Vyatkalkremlin!near!to!'which!Saltykov!worked!
during'hislexile,lis!thelsitelwhere!civilization!meetslits!lvanishing!point.!!ltlis!the!final!
grid!pointloflalsystem!oflroads!stretchinglout!/from!the!capital,!the!last!station!of!
governmentlin!thelimperiallnetwork,!alplacelwhere!governmentlitself,!in'the!final!
instance,lislrendered!impotent!bylaldistinctlylun@Russianlinability!tolexpand!its!
reach!beyond!thenextthorizon.?34!IThelvacuous!'monotony’lof!the!scene,!dissolving!
thelfreneticlactivityloflurbanllife,lalsolworks!tollevel!the!gradations!oflmetropolitan!
life,'the!Russialoflrank!and!distinction.!'The!Russialof!Krutogorsk!is!found!in!the!
metropolitanlreader’slimagination,!the!/Russialoflvastland!terrifying!distance,!where!
barren!tracks/lead!on!furtherlintolnothingness!and!the!sounds!of!progress!and!cul6
tureldieloutlin!the!winds.!!!
Despitelits!suggestivelverticality,!the!town!of!“Krutogorsk”!delineates!the!
leveling!spaceloflsatire,!which!brings!low!the'high.IThelirony!of!the!town’s!promi6

nent!geographylworks!notlonlylaslanlindexical!'marker!oflprovinciallimportance,'but!

233!Saltykov&Shchedrin,!1:3.!

234!Thelthemeloflexpansion,!Russialalwaysloutpacinglitselflinlanlendless!race!tolnew!fron6
tiers,lis!ltakenlup!laterlin!The!Tashkenters’!Clique!(Gospoda!Tashkentsy).!
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alsolaslalfocusingleffect!for!the!reader’s!gaze.235!!Amidst!the!flat,lboring!monotony!of!
Russia,high!places!do!servelas!sites!of!fortification,!but!thethigh /low!dichotomy!that!
Saltykovlinvokes!neatly!divides!the!spaceloflthelcityland!thelcountry,laslitldoes!the!
placelof!power!from!the!placeloflsubjugation.236!

Thelentire!lntroductionlis!filled!with!loppositions,!semanticland!physical,!that!

N

Lotmanlidentifies!las/demonstrating!“mirrordike!relationships”:!“Lotman!stresses!

spatialloppositions,lowing!to!theirlcapacityloflmodeling!and!transmitting!various,!

"'

nonéspatial!messageslas!well.!Joint!concepts!suchlas!“high /low,”“left/right,

H'll

“close/distant,”!“open/closed”!therebylestablish!culturallmodels,!thatlin!themselves!
arelnotlexclusively!spatial.”237!As!Saltykov!develops!thelthemes!of!spacelin!the!Rus6
sian!countryside,'helrearranges!thelvalues!oflcosmopolitan!Russia,!deconstructing!
thelcorrupted!spaces!oflpowerlin!Russia.!!By!distancing,lisolating,!and!“chthoniciz6
ing”!thelnarrativelspaceloflthe!story,!Shchedrinlallows!the!lreader!room!forl!critical!
reflectionloutsideloflthelhighly!politicized!polemicallenvironment!that!characterized!
literaryllifelin!thelperiod.!"Theldistancingleffect!oflsatire!6despeciallylof!the!sort!of!

Menippean!satire!that!Shchedrinlembarkslon'here!lwhere!thelobjectloflsatirelisicon6

strued!broadlylatlanlinstitutionalllevelland!doesnot!focus!onlany!particular!contem6

2351See!“ThelTopographicalllmagelof'Russia”lin!Ely,!3366.!

236!SeelL.ove’slexploration!oflthe!poeticsloflspacelin!Russianlliterature.!!Buildingloffloflstud6
iesloflsemanticlspacelin!the!Tartu!School!(primarilyloflLotman!and!Toporov),!Lovelexplores!
spatiallrelationslin!severallstories!landnovels!primarily!frommineteenthé&entury!Russian!
literature.!!Her!discussion!of!theloppositions!lofthighQow,!farénear,letc.larelinstructive!for!a!
productivelreadinglof!Saltykové&Shchedrin’sluseloflspace!tolcreatelalvirtuallgeography!forthis!
satire.lKatharina!Hansen!Love,!The!Evolution!of!Spacelin!Russian!Literature:!alSpatial'lRead6
inglofl19&hland!206&h!Century!NarrativelLiterature!(Atlanta,!GA!:Rodopi,!1994).!

2371Ibid.,!34!-135.!
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porary!political!lpersonagelorlevenlon!onelissue!tdallows!the!lreader!to!disengage!
from!the!daily!rigors!oflpoliticalllifeland!to!focuslon!the!pleasurelof!the!text,land!the!
equally!fulfilling!pleasurelof!forbidden!recognition.!

! Indeed,!recognition!for!thelinformed!reader!followed!from!Shchedrin’s!tropic!
vocabularylin'thellntroduction.!'For!the!lreader!oflnineteenthécentury!Russian!satire,!
for'which!Gogol’s!Dead Souls'established!the!paradigm,!thelcountrysidelviewed!from!
theltraveller’s!chaiselwaslalfamiliar!trope.!'The!mythological!spacelofltravellislre6
peated'herelinlits!Gogolian!scope;!for!Gogol’sthero!Chichikov!thelhumdrum!“lorry”!
(brichka)!wasltransformed!into!thelinfernal!“bird!troika”!that!transported'him!from!
thelshambolic!sceneloflthelnovel,lor,las!Bely!figureslit,!lalrepresentation!ofllifelas!a!
“terribleltroikalspeedinglinto!thelvoid.”?38!Chichikov’s!metamorphosing!conveyance!
is!(like!thelonelin!Provincial Sketches)!a!dotlon!thelvastland!mute!steppe.!!However,!
at'the!sameltime,!Gogol’linviteslour!gaze!tollingerlon!thelvehicle;litslun6
remarkabilitylensureslitslunimpeded!movement!through!thelotherwise!fraught!
world!oflprovinciallsociety!thatlhelencounters.!!Theltransformation!to!symbol!is!
complete;!thelquotidian!means!ofltransportation!in!thelfinal!scenelof!Dead Souls'be6
comesl!thelsymbollof!Russialand!resolves!Russia’s!metaphysicalldilemmalthrough!a!
twistloflmagiclrealism.!'/Russialwaslalcountry!whoselomnipresent!metaphysicalland!

spirituallcapacities!were!defeated!bylits!physicalllimitations!landlunconquerablelin6

238!Andrei!Bely,!Gogol’s!Artistry!(Evanston,!IL:INorthwestern!University!Press,!12009),1323.!
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terior!space;!the!“bird!troika”lovercomes!space!by!defeatinglitsthorizontal'hin6
drance,!gravity.23°1!

! ForlSaltykov,'however,!theltransportlislswallowed!up'by!space,land!Gogol’s!
microscopicllensland!claustrophobic!proximities!arelexchanged!for!the!telescopic!
range.!!Saltykov’s!conveyances!“sink”lin!thelvast!distances,!land!the!scourgelof!dis6
tanceland!spacelarelalconstant!sap'to!the!strength!and!vitality!of!the!provincial!
community,turning!Krutogorsklinto!thelonly!fixable!pointloficivilization!on!the!vast!
plain,!creatinglalnexus!ofladministrativeland!political!diction'to'help!situate!the!
readerlinlanlotherwiselvastland!disorienting!wasteland!without!words.!ISaltykov’s!
provinceslarelsituated!beyond!thelreach!of!'Russian!culturalllife,!lalnonetheless!lay6
ered!spacelthatlowes!as!much'to!thelauthor’slown!lappreciationlof'thelisolation!of!
exilelas!to!thelallegorizingleffectloflsatiricallgeography.!

! As!mentioned,!the!'Styx’Icrossinglin!thelstory!ldoes!notlentaillalsplit!between!

thellivingland!theldead,butlrather!reinforces!thelisolation!of!the!provinces!from!the!

239!David!Bethea’slanalysis!of!the!“bird!troika”!as!almythological!lsymbol!furtherlundergirds!
thelargument.!!Drawinglallink/between!Chichikov!and!Charon,!Bethea’slanalysislis!alfurther!
recognitionlof!both!thelimportanceloflsymbols!ofltransportationlinlalcountry!where!the!dis6
tancelis!solgreatlas!tolbe!mythicland!thelimportant!links!presentlinlliterarylrepresentations!
ofltravelland!eschatologicallrepresentation.!!lthavelalso!lsuggested!such!allink!in!Saltykov6

firstlpartloflthe!lnovelland!Gogol’slnarrator!gives'himselflup!tollyricallruminations!of!the!
troikaland!Russia’s!destiny,!welhavelentered!alstrangeland!privilegednarrative!spacelin!the!
text.!!Here!thelhorse&rawn!troika!(the!Russian!chariot)!symbolizes!the!shift!from!everyday!
time!(thelprovinciallcity)!tolepic!time!(thelgrand!openness!of!iRussia’s!future).!'Welare!
meant!tolexperiencelal“crossinglover”!(Chichikovlislindeed!alkind!oflmockéepic!Charon)!and!
alrisinglout!!(helislalso,!atlalhigherllevel,lalkind!of!Elijah)!of!this!world.!!Atlthe!same!time,!we!
arelexhorted!by!Gogol’slimperativelmood!tolenterlinto!the!sheernervouslexcitementloflthe!
ride,!the!lcombination!oflthe!pleasureland!fear!that!the!passenger!feelslas!theltroikaland!
Russia'hurtlelinto!thelfuture...\Gogol’s!folkénspired!apotheosis!lbecamelanother!potentlim6
agelofleschatological!change...”David!M.!IBethea!“Remarks!on!the!Horselas!alSpace6éTime!
Image”lin!Cultural!Mythologies!of!lRussian!Modernism:!from!the!Golden!Age!to!the!Silver!
Age,led.!Boris!Gasparovletlal.!l(Berkeley:!Universitylof!California!Press,!1992),!116.!
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capital.!IThelcityloperateslas!lalmicrocosm!of!Russianllife;!therelislroom!enough!there!

forlciviclinstitutions,!sociallsweep,!viceland!crime,!lamidst!the!boredom!and!repeti6

tionlof!provincial!penury.!!!
Lord!'How'happylyoulare,/how!good!and!joyfullyou!feellon!these!
behind!a!fourécornered!table,!betraying!theirlinspiration!to!productivé
itylfrom!behind!alcard!table;!there,!from!anotherlwindow!alspirallof!

steam!barrelslout,lexposing!thethappy!company!ofloffice!ciphers!and!
maybeleven!thoselofthigherlrank!gathered!inside.Now!from!the!

ing,!strikeslyoulas!beinglespeciallylappealing,land!yoularenotlan6
noyed,!and!you!smilelatlit'somewhatnoblyland!sweetly....240!

Salytkov’s!description!ofithe!town,!followed!by!thelintroduction!of!the!characters!
populating!the!provinciallscene,!introduces!thelreader!to!the!'world!ofllaughter.!!The!
“roiling”!world!of!Krutogorsklis'where!theneat!socialland!politicallboundaries!that!
order!the!metropolislarelbroken!downland!re@assembled!in!grotesque!form.!'The!
world!oflKrutogorsklis'the!'world!oflthe!“Good!Old!Days”!(Starye vremena).!
In!thelrepeated!referencinglof!“Good!Old!Days,”!Saltykov!suggestslan!elision!
ofthistory,!'thelcurtailmentlofthistorical!distance!between!the!“modern”!reader!and!
the!“antiquated”!world!thatlexists!beyond'his!purview.!!This!elision!is!the!misleading!
distance!that!thelreader!perceives!between!contemporary!Russia,!with!modernizing!
politicallinstitutions!and!alsenseloflsocial!progress,!land!thelold!Russialcharacterized!
by!thelendemic!problemsloflviolencelagainst!thelenserfed!populationland!ladminis6

trative!despotism.!These!problems!were!so!threatening!to!thel!fragile!lconsensus!of!

240!SaltykovéShchedrin,!1:21.!
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Russialin!thelmidéineteenth!century!that!the!critical!distancelofltheleducated!read6
er'had!grownlintolalnearly'historical!divide.!!
The!developments,lor!lacklofldevelopment,loccurringlin!the!distant!provin6
ciallspaceloflthe!countryside!could!be!safely!ldomesticated!and!re6valued!through!the!
stylizingloflideologicallartists!in!official!Petersburg.!'The!provinces!becamelassociat6
ed!with!the!conservative,!patriarchal,!moral!Russia,!the!Russialof!the!“Good!0ld!
Days.”!lIThelidealization!oflthe!provinces!and!alfetishization!ofthistorical!stagnation!
allowed!upwardly!mobile!members!of!Russia’slestablishment!tolaestheticize!the!
blight!gnawinglat!thelagrarian!expanses!of!the!Empire.!!The!provinces!were!stuckl!in!
history,land!thus,!their!political!fate!could!be!discussed!atlleisureland!on!theladmin6
istrativel!timetable!typicalloflthe!bureaucratic!lwarrens!of!thelcapital.241!
Thelarclof!Provincial Sketches'works!to!ldeéstabilize!this!thinkingland!tolre6
integrate!the!provinceslinto!thelincreasingly!ldominant!discourse!of!political'reform!
inlthelearly!days!of!Alexander!lI’s!reign.!Justlas!thelintroduction!uses!elements!of!
thelcarnivalesque!to!frame!the!provinciallworld,!thelepilogue!creatively!reconfig6

ures!the!carnivallas!almacabre!death!ritual.!!!

Somelstrange,lendless!processionlopens!before!me,land!alwild,!
immoderate/musiclassaults!mylears.!!I!starelat!those!participatinglin!
thelprocession...!Humph!!Yes,litlseems!that!I'have'had!the!pleasure!to!
seelthem,!tollivelwith!them!!It!lseems!that!theselare!alllthe!primadon6
nasland!solipsists!of!Krutogorsk!...!

"Whatlis!thelmeaning!lof'this?”!-Ilask!myself.!

241'Forlaldiscussionlof!thelidealization!of!Russia’s!countryside,!see!Christopher!Ely,!This!
Meager!Nature:!Landscapeland!National!ldentitylin!Imperial!lRussia!(DeKalb,!IL:INorthern!
[llinois!University!Press,!12002).!!

! 176



&d Certainly! you've! heard?! -! says! to! me! my! good! friend!
Buerakhin,! suddenly! slipping! from! the! crowd,! 64 And! you! consider!
yourselflalmodel!/bureaucrat!!

@ANo,I'haven’theard,!I'don’t'know...!

&dCertainly!you’velseen,!certainly!youlunderstand,!that!before!
yourleyeslislpassinglalfunerallprocession?!

But!who!are!they!burying?! Who!are!they!burying?!-!I!asked,!
exhausted!by!somelsad!premonition.!

“Good!Old!Days”!are!being!buried!!-!Buerakhin!answers!victoriously,!
but!inthis!voice!was'heard!the!same!sad,!empty!irony,!which!had!previously!
worked!solunpleasantlylon!my!nerves.242!

!

Saltykov!was!widely!criticized!for!this!scene!by!thelradical!critics!for'what!they!per6
ceivedlaslalconciliatory!gesture!ltowards!the!governmentlof!Alexander!ll'and!the!re6
formist!lrumblings!lemanating!from!St.!Petersburg,!since,las!Makashin!claims,!
Saltykov!“optimistically!projected!that!thelorder!that'helhad!eviscerated!was!con6
demned!toldeath!by!the!government’s!planned!reforms.”243l!1According!to!thelcritics,!
suchlintemperatelallegory!threatened!to!tarnish!Salytkov’slreputationlas!alprogres6
sivelvoicelinlliteratureland!to!reverselthe!sociallimpact!of!Provincial Sketches.!!!
But,lanotherlexplication!may!be!possible.!!Thellanguage!can!belunderstood!as!
deliberately!lambivalent.!'The!phrase!‘Good!Old!Days’lacquires!a!peculiarlvalencelin!
thelcycle.!lltlcan!clearly'beldiscounted!as!alusefullchronologicallmeasurement,!and!
is,linstead,!a!lseemingly!qualitative!marker.!'That!the!cyclelends!pointedly!with!the!
funeralland!buriallof'thelallegoricallpast!can!be!seen!notlonlylas!alcomment!on!the!
paceloflpoliticallchange,'butlalsolaslalchallenge!to!the!sensibilities!loflreforméminded!
readers.!'Thelfinallwords!are!spoken!with!“sad,!lemptylirony,”lin!contradistinction!to!

242!Saltykov&Shchedrin,!11:468.!
243!Saltykov&hchedrin,11:509610.1!!
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Buerakhin's!“victorious!tone.”lIndeed,!the!mourners,lenumerated!in!the!previous!
paragraphs,larelnot!depicted!as!grieving!solmuch!as!'worrying.!!ItlisIpossible!that!the!
ironic'tonelindicates!that!Buerakhinlexpects'hislwords!to!be!met!withlunderstand6
ing,!thatlblusterl!veils!thelimplicit!claim!that!the!processionlislalfarce.!!Certainly!the!
cacophonous!strains!tolwhich!“Good!Old!Days”lare!played!outlin!the!final!pages!arela!
reflectionl!oflthe!motleyland!corrupt!castloflantiquated!viceridden!characters!that!
populate!Salytkov’s!lsatiricallworld.!!But,!thelmusiclislalsolan!indication!that!thelen6
tirelaffairlis!premature,'haphazard,!improvised.!'The!misplaced!and!alternating!dis6
playslofimirthlandlirony,las!welllas!the!rebuke!to!Shchedrin,!challenging'his!self6
esteem!as!a“model'bureaucrat,”’!larelan'indication'of'the!chaoticland!uncertain!state!
oflthe!government.!'By!the!time!the!stories!'were!published,!Saltykov’s!coda!to!the!
collection,!the!lateladdition!oflalfunerallscene,!was!appropriate.!!Alexander!lI'had!
announced!to!thelgentrylassembled!forthis!coronation!that!change!was!limminent,!
butthelhad,'at!the!same!time,!promised!not!to!rush!towards!reform!withoutlinput!
from!the!serfeowning!class.?#4!Such!augurs!oflconfusion!and'halfémeasures/might!
havelbeen!palpable!to!Saltykov.!IThe!paceland!resultloflthe!reforms!would!certainly!
become'his!primary!complaintlagainst!the!lgovernment!during!the!following!decade.!
Implicitlin!the!scenelis!the!theme!of!thelimpossibilityloflprogress.!!Shchedrin!
departslat!thelend!of!thelcycle,!leaving/behind'him!a!Krutogorsk!sunklinluncertainty.!!
But,las!the!bureaucrat!Shchedrin!leaves,he!ldoes!so!much!as!does!Benjamin’s!angel!

ofthistory,!!

244!see'Rudd,!Fighting!Words,!118.!
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His!facelis!turned!toward!thelpast.[Wherelwe!perceivela!chain!of!
events,'helseeslonelsinglelcatastrophe,!which!keeps!pilinglwreckage!
upon!wreckageland'hurlslitlin!frontlofthis!feet.'Thelangel'would!like!to!
stay,lawaken!the!dead,!land!make!whole!what!has!been!smashed.!But!a!
stormlislblowinglin!from!Paradise;lit'has!got!caughtlinthislwings!with!
suchlviolencel!that!thelangel!lcanno!longer!close!them.!This!storm!lirre6
sistibly!propels’him!into!the!future!to!'which'his!back!is!turned,!while!
thelpilelofldebris!beforethim!grows!skyward.!This!storm!is'what!we!
calllprogress.24s!

The!death!of!“Good!Old!Days”!presages!somelsortlof!future,'butlitlis!alfuture!that!
Shchedrinlexpects!tolexperiencelonly!blindly,'his!face!lturned!towards!the!farcical!
funeral!procession!that!impedes'his!progress.!!

!

Onlalbiographicalllevel,!the!buriallof!“Good!0ld!Days”!was!experienced!as!a!
“return”loflsorts!for!Saltykov!(and,!certainly,for!the!character!of!“Reserve!Councilor!
Shchedrin”).!'Saltykov!could!move!back!from!the!peripherylonly!with!the!passing!of!
thelprevious!politicallera.!'Therefore,!deathlislunderlined!as!alcyclical!process!that!
also'bringslaboutllife,ljustlas!reformlislalcyclical!process!that!can!also!bringlabout!
reaction,lalthemelthat!Saltykov!pickslup!with!thelambivalence!oflthe!funeral!scene.!

! Aslin!Saltykov’slother'historical!satires!like!The History of a Town!(Istoriia
odnogo goroda),'thelcyclicalitylofthistorylislalsubject!thatlreceivesthumorous!treat6
mentlatlboth!thelphilosophicalland!practicalllevels,land!is'key!tolunderstanding'his!
conception!of!lRussia.!'lRussialwas!lan!imperial!state!with!clear!lines!of!succession,!
andla'lbureaucratic!system!reliantlonlalstableland!iterative!system!ofladministrative!

loops'tolintegratelvastlamounts!oflinformation!and!territorylintolalunitary!structure.!!

245Walter!Benjanim,!Illuminations!(New!York:!Schocken!Books,!1969),1263.!
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Cyclicalitylwaslalsolembedded!in!the!lcosmiclworldview!of!the!Russian!Church,!sus6
tained!bylitslreliancelon!limmutable!patterns!and!ceremoniallcycles,!seeinglin!these!a!
modellfor!society,!and,!in!society,!alsystem!oflendlesslylinscribed!divine!patterns.!!!

! The!death!of!Nicholas!l!lin!1855,!alyear!before!the!publication!of!Provincial
Sketches,'had!reinforced!thelcyclicalityloflsuch!ceremonialland!political!prerogatives.!!
Thelpoliticallexcitement!that!greeted!the!dawningloflthelnew!eralof'Russianthistory,!
soon'to!be!dubbed!theleraloflthe!“Great!Reforms,”!mightthavelseemed,!to!the!careful!
observerlof!lRussian!society,!thelreleaselof!passions/long!pentlup.!!Saltykov!experi6
enced!thelburiallof!“pastltimes,”!paradoxically,laslalreturn!tollife,land!specifically!to!
thellifeloflthelcapitallcity.!'Freed!from'hisladministrativelcaptivitylin'the!faréeaches!
oflEuropean!Russia,!Saltykov!returned!to!publishing,'widespread!fame,land!rapid!
administrativeladvancement.!Ifltaken!as!alrather!florid!leuphemism!for!political!suc6
cession,!the!buriallcan!belread!as!alwarninglagainst!complacency.!!Saltykov!seems!
notlto'havelbeen!so!muchlapplauding!thelrelaxation!oflgovernmental!controlslinlar6
eas!suchlas!censorship,las!suggesting!that!theloutward!manifestations!of!such!a!
transition,loftenlattended!by!ceremonialland!publiclenthusiasm,!may!pass!quickly,!
and'thatlany!substantiallprogress!forlliberalism!and!reform!would!only!begin!with!

thelpassinglof!former!shades.
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Saltykov Schedrin and Typological Innovation
!

“

- man, squandering not
official funds, preserving
his own, and wishing not
those of others.”?46 |

Oneloflthe!mostoticeable!features!of!SaltykovéShchedrin’slexpansiveloeu6
vrelis!the!constantlrepetition!oflnames!and!places!from'hislown!compositions,!and!
from!thoseloflothers.!!Saltykov’sllong!careerlenabled!him!to!sketch!characterlarcs!
thatlextend!across!decades,!and!to!continueltoladd!tolliterary!topoilestablished!in!
hislearlylyearsloflservice.!lSeveral!suchlinstances!stand!out.!!!

In!October!of!1874!Saltykov!began!to!serializelalnew!novellon!the!pages!of!

Noteslof!the!Fatherland!(Otechestvennye Zapiski).'Thelfirst!three!chapters!of!The

Molchalin Clique!(Gospoda Molchaliny)'were!publishedlunder!theltitle!/n the Ranks of
Sobriety and Precision!(Ekskursii v oblast’ umerennosti i akkuratnosti).!'However,!the!
nextlinstallment!was!delayed!due!tolother!projects,land!then!delayed!again'when!
submitted!for!publication!in!1875!for!reasons!oflcensorship.!!Only!in!1877!was!the!
entirelcycle!lpublished!in'lbook!form.!When!Saltykovl!finally!settled!on!theltitle,'helin6
voked!thelunmistakable!shadelof!Griboedov’s!/famous!éminencelgrise,!Stepan!Mol6
chalin.!

As!SergeilMakashin!notes,!“[throughout]!the!1850s660s!Saltykov!provided!a!

packed!gallerylof'bureaucraticltypes,!touching!thelentire!Table!of!Ranks.!In!this!im6

246!Saltykov&Shchedrin,!1:160.!



menselsatiricalloverview!ofltheladministrative@ureaucratic!spherelof!thelautocracy!
welmeetlseparatelrepresentatives!of!lthe!Molchalin!type,!but!theselareleclipsed!by!
otherltypes,'which!werelgeneralized!as!“Pompadours,”!“City!'Bosses,”land!“the!Tash6
kenters’IClique.”24”IThe Tashkenters’ Clique,!in!particular,!paid!speciallattention!to!
thelparticular!milieuland!education!that!prepared!a!potential!Tashkenter!for/Rus6
sian!society.!In!The Diary of a Provincial'(Dnevnik Provintsiala),'land!again!in!/n the
Ranks of Sobriety and Precision,|Saltykovlfails!to!givelthelnarrator!alname,!and!the!
protagonistlof!The Diary of a Provinciallislnonelother!than!the!“Provincial,”lalcharacé
ter'whoselown!subjectivityland!even!sanity,lislconstantly!threatened!by!the!
graphomanialof!Petersburg!parvenus.! !
Perhaps!thelmost!ldurable!characterlin!Saltykov’sloeuvre,'however,lis'the!fa6
mous!Porfiry.!'His!first!lappearancelwaslas!Porfiry!Petrovichlinlan!leponymous!story!
in!the!Provincial Sketches.!'Here,!the!character!first'demonstrates!thelnegativelquali6
tiesloflcharacter!thatlwould!lead!to!Saltykov’sbrilliant!depiction!of!Porfiry!Vladimi6
rovich!Golovlyev,lnicknamed!“ludushka”linthis!lateécareerlopus,!The Golovlyev Fami-
ly'(Gospoda Golovlyevy).!'Saltykov!explored!thelproblem!oflthe!provincial!lbureaucrat!
inlalseries!ofletudes!within!thellarger!Provincial Sketches!cycle,"My!Acquaintances”!
(Moi Znakomye).!ISaltykov!sought!tolexpose!the!ldepth!oflthelviceland!corruptionlop6
eratinglat!the!provincialllevellofladministration.!In!the!process,!Saltykov!also!creat6
edlalcharacter'who!would!grow!over!timelinto!the!mostlrecognizableland!psycholog6

ically'richlof!Saltykov’s!characters.!

247Makashin,!Saltykov&Shchedrin:!Seredinalputi,!618.!
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SergeilMakashin!claimed!that!the!characterloflludushkal!Golovlyev!grew!from!
thelphilosophicallcoreloflalpolemic!thatlremainedlunpublished!during!Saltykov’s!

'H

lifetime,!"Modern!Phantoms”!(Sovremennye Prizraki).!According!to!Makashin,!the!
idealof!“phantoms”larosel!from!Saltykov’slreadinglof!lHegelland!utopian!idealists!like!
Fourierland!Considerant!(both!guiding!lights!for!thelnew!generation!of!'Russian!iné
tellectuals).!!In!Saltykov’s!formulation,!“phantoms”lare!the!lephemeralleffectslofleach!
epoch,!thelsocial,!political,land!cultural!spirits!that!riseland!falllwithl!each!genera6
tion:!“Eachloflthe!'phantoms’possessed!truthlinthis!time,lorlat!least!alportion!oflit,!
butlwith!time!theyllostlitland!turned!intola!ldead!form,linto!lan!“emptiness,”!loppress6
ingllivingllife.”248!Porfiry!Golovlyev!would!represent!Saltykov’s!growing!distress!at!
theldegree!tolwhich!such!phantomslaged!butlrefused!to!die,!and!to!which!the!worst!

aspectsloflpreReform!Russialandlitsimost!malignant!abuserslin!the!landéowning!

gentryland/bureaucracy!stilltheld!sway.!

! By!wayloflthisthauntinglimagery,!welreturn!to!Saltykov’s!Provincial Sketches.!!
If,!ascritics!like!Dobrolyubovlfeared,!'the!funerallat!the!closelof!Provincial Sketches
signaled!thelconfidentlend!of!the!“Good!Old!Days,”!then!Saltykov’s!reliance!on!
“phantoms”!to!populatelhis!later!stories!mightthavelassuaged!radicals’!apprehen6
sions.!Provincial Sketches'was!the!lproductloflaldifferent,!morethopeful,!period!in!
Saltykov’s!development,!'when!thelpassingloflithe!mostlilliberallaspects!of'thelancien
régimelseemed!tobelimminent.!'The!buriallof!“Good!Old!Days”!anticipates!Saltykov’s!

idealist!thinkinglabout'history,land!suggests!that!Saltykov!was!on'hislway!tolestab6

248lIbid.,'432.!
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lishing!the!“phantom”las!aldevice!by!which!to/both!lupdateland!complicate'his!social!
vision.!Indeed,!Saltykov!admits!thatthislownl!literaryland!sociallviews!were!con6
stantlylinlneed!oflupdating!to!thelreality!of!the!lchanging!Russialthat!surrounded!
him.!ISaltykov’s!reliancelon!almetamorphosing!crew!of!characters!/demonstrates!as!

much.!

Thel!character!of!Porfiry!Petrovich!can!belseen!aslan!earlierlversion!ofllu6
dushka.!'Thelcomparison,’however,!cannot!be!drawn!too!far, for!ludushkalislalmem6
berloflaldifferent!classland!aldifferent!time,!oflalgentry!classlinlits!final,!fallen,!state,!
whoselfearloflpenurylislaldriver!forthislactions.!'ludushkalislas!much!a!philosophical!
abomination,!alreflection!of!Russia’s!deep!spiritualland!social!poverty,laslalhuman!
one.!'Thelviscerallelement!oflcorruptionland!decay'here,linlits!lsweepland!rude!tex6
ture,!seemsltollielat!the!baseloflalwholelarmyloflsuch!characters!in!Saltykov’s!later!
pantheon.!'Whatlelements!oflthe!Porfiry!linelof!Saltykovian!charaters,!then,!are!so!

essential?!!!

The!subversion!oflthelfashionable!genreloflthe!bildungsroman,!whilenotinew!
in!Russianlliterature,!'showcases!severallpatternslin!Saltykov’slwriting,land!might!
providelthelreader!ofthis!later!satiricallrealism!withlalwindow!into!the!psychological!
developmentlofthis!most!productivelcharacter!type,!thelvenallofficial.!"Porfiry!Pe6
trovich”!details!thellifeloflalcivillservantlin!the!provincial!lbureaucracy!'whoselcareer!
pathlas!thelkingpin!at!the!center!loflbriberyland!influence!peddling'had!ledhim!to!
wealth.!ISaltykovimaneuvers!this!characterlinland!outlof!thellarger!cycle,!placing!
Porfiry!Petrovich!at!thelcard!table,lin!the!salon,!and,!at!the!final!funereal!scene!of!the!

book.!'Saltykov’s!subtlelrepetition!oficharacterslandnames!creates!thelartfullimé
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pressionloflprovinciallintimacy,!creatinglalsmallland!stablelcast!oflcharacters!that!
dominatelthelreaders’lattentionlin!seeminglylequal'measure!to!the!prominence!that!

theylachievelin!thelintimate!space!ofllocal!conversation.!!!

Porfiry!Petrovich!comes!toloccupy!the!position!of!figurehead!in!thelrogue’s!
gallerylof!Krutogorsk.!!Porfirylislaldeceptively!genteel!master!loflthe!whist!table!and!
thelsalon!divan,!ready!tolacceptlunfortunate!civil!lservantsland!merchants!only!if!
they!comelon!bended!knee.!!However,!Saltykovimasterfullylwraps!the!portrait!oflso6
cialldominancelintolallarger,!perverse,bildungsroman@ikemarrative!of!Porfiry’s!
successfullriselthrough!thelranks!of!provinciallbureaucracy.!!'As!with!so!much!of!the!
upperlcrustloflKrutogorsk,!society’s!loveloflempty!sociallplatitudes,land!endless!in6
dulgencelin!the!powers!and!perks!oflprivilegeland!luxury!mask!thelrot!consuming!
Old!Russia.!lPorfiriy!Petrovich’s!story!follows!theltraditionallarclof!success,!from!
rags'tolriches,!from!raznochinets!(in'this!case!the!son!ofllowéranking!clergy)!to!the!
successfultholder!oflal'mestechko’,!a!position!within!thelfiscallbureaucracy!thatlal6

lowed'him!access!to!tax!coffers!whilelrequiringllittlelwork.24°1!!

Porfiriy!Petrovich!represents!thelsystem!oflsocialladvancementlavailable!to!
ambitious!Russians!forlwhom!thelwide!field!oflgovernment!service!was!the!best!

availablelfield!for!personalland!civiclattainmentlinlalsystem!dominated'bothleco6

249!Thelamelraznochinetslislalclass!monikerlused!tolindicate!the!children!lofllow&anking!
orlunranked!civillservants.!!Given!thelexpansion!oflthe!bureaucracylin!the!firstthalflof!the!
nineteenth!centuryland!thelamelioration!of!standards!forlentrancelinto!thellowest!ranks!of!
the!Civil!Service,!therelwaslalcorrespondentlriselin!thelnumbers!of!these,!lusually!poor!
though!educated!and!politically!radical,lyoung/menlin!thelcapitalsland!district!centers!of!
Russia.!!!
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nomicallyland!politically'by!the!/bureaucracy.?>°!But,!Porfirylalsolrepresents!the!
worstlaspectsloflsuchlalsystem!and!thelbasiclinequalities!produced!bylalgovernment!
whoselrepresentativeslarelreliant!on!theirlability!tolexploit!thelcapacities!oflalsys6
temiclunderclass.!'The!bureaucrat!found!that!the!class!and!rank!on!which!he!was!
reliant!for!status!'werelopposed!tolalsystem!oflaristocracy,!whosenetwork!of’heredi6
tary!gentry!was!freed!from!the!chicaneryloflbureaucratic/business.!'Thelcivillservé
ants,'then,'would'havel!to!resort!tolother!measures!tolassume'the!same!outsized!role!

inlsocietylas!theirlbetterslin!thenobility.!!!

Having!discovered!the!formulalforlonelof!Russia’s!glaring!paradoxes,!the!
jealousy!that!permeated!thelcivillserviceland!thelaristocracylopposed!tolit,!Saltykov!
drawsl!the!character!of!Porfiry!Petrovich!to!match!thellimitsloflcynical!careerism.!!
Hislrise!through!the!lranksloflthellocallbureaucracylislattended!bylexactly!those!qual6
ities!that!'were!the!mostlimportant!forlanlambitious!bureaucrat,!deceit!land!venality.!!
Porfiriy,'whose!motherluses!sexuallfavors!forlinfluence!peddling!(and!to'have'her!
husband!banished),rises!through!thelranks!as!helisinoted!for!beingla!pliant!and!dili6
gent!bureaucraticllackeylin!thellegal'lbureaucracy!(albeitlitlone!with!anl!innate!in6é
stinctlfor!lleverageland!extortion).!Porfiry’slattainment!oflwealthland!statuslis!

marked!bylanlallegorical!lre@nscription!oflbiblicalmotifs:!

[tlwas!sweet!to!seethim!in!lsummer,!'when'having!safely!stowed!
hislwifeland!alllof'thellittle!Porfiroviches!and!Porfirovnas!thatnature!
had!granted'him!for!the!journey,'he'would'head!into!the!countryside!
toltake'hislevening!tea.!'Beforelus!rises!the!pictureloflJacob,!surround6

250'Itlislnolcoincidencelthat!Saltykov’s!Krutogorsk!featured!alcaste!system!wholly!without!a!
merchantl!class;!thellocalleconomylislalperverted!system!wherelcommerce,las'welllas!gov6
ernance,lislalunitary!system!emanating!from!above.!!!
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ed/byllittle!Reubens!and!Joseahs,notlyet!thinking!about!selling!their!
brother!Joseph.!

There,lon!thelfields!of!Mother@arth,'helsweetly!rested!from!
earthly!cares,!sweetly!carried!onllittlelconversations!with!alclean!con6
science,!sweetly!thought!to'himselflthat'he!-!wasla man, squandering
not official funds, preserving his own, and wishing not those of oth-
ers.”251]

Saltykov!playfullylupends!convention!bylviciously!parodying!the!lreaders’habituaté6
ed!responsel!to!bothlliterary!lconventionland!social!decorum.!!By!relentlesslylexpos6
ing!Porfiry!Petrovich’s!venal!path!tolwealth!and!influence,!Saltykov'has!created!a!
psychologicallprism!through!which!tolview!Krutogorsk.!In!thelfinal!scene,!thelalle6
gory,!thelscenelof!Old!Testament!patriarchy,lis!staged!tolanticipateland!satirize!the!
romanticizinglof!patriarchal!Russialand!thethidetbound!value!system!thatlassociated!

authorityland!rank!with!righteousness.!!!

Tsarist!Russia,land!particularly!Nicholas’regime,!'was!characterized!bylalsuré
feitloflbiblicallanalogy.252!!'The!sanctification,!leven!deification,loflauthority!in!Nicho6
las’!policelstatelhearkened!back!tolearlier!Orthodox!models!for!thelimbrication!of!
biblicallthemeslin!thelcontemporary!state.!'That!Porfiry!Petrovich!should!be!thus!
“sanctified”laslalpaterfamiliaslon'albiblical!scalelunderscores!thelartificelof!the!offi6
ciallideological!forms!ofINicholas’!regime,!and!the'bankruptcylof!thelaristocraticé6

bureaucraticlorderlin!the!provinces.!

2511Saltykov&Shchedrin,!1:73.!

252!As'Richard!Wortman'notes,!“The!domestic!scenario,’however,'was!more!than!alroman6
ticlembellishmentlto!thelimagelofltheltsar.!lltimade!the!familylalcentrallsymbollof!the!moral!
puritylof'thelautocracy...ITolviolate!the!principleloflautocracy!becameltantamount!tolalbibli6
callsinlagainst!thelfather...”)!Richard!Wortman,!Scenarios!oflPower:!Myth!land!Ceremonylin!
the!lRussian!Monarchy!from!Peter!the!Great!to!the!Abdication!of!Nicholas!lI!(Princeton,!N]J:!
Princeton!University!Press,!2006),!1167.!
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! Saltykov!doesnotlleave!thelallegorical!claim!to!chance,'however,land!sub6
verts!thelbiblicallinter&ext!by!thelinsertion!oflthe!'wrong!Old!Testament!patriarch!
andloffspring,las!Porfiry’s!biblicallveranda'becomes!thelsite!for!the!retstagingloflone!
oflthelgreatest!Old!Testament!betrayals,!the!sellinglof!Josephlinto!slavery.!!Otherlel6
ementsloflthe!storylechol!thelbiblicalleffectloflthe!final!passage;!Porfiry’s!mothert!is!
likened'to!Bathsheba,!thelsinning!wifelof!Uriah,!land!thelofficial'who!takes'her!in!and!
exiles'her'lhusband!lis!likened!to!David.!!The!tendency!that!Saltykov!indulges!here!
may'belperceived!as!thelsatirical!mixinglofthighland!/low!genres,lalsystematiclat6
tempt!tolexposelthelsimilarlirreconcilabilitylof!publicland!private!moralitylin!the!
ruling!set,!lor'may!point!tolanlexampleloflallegoricallnaming!that!Saltykov!would!use!
tolgreatleffectlinlGospoda Golovlyevy.!|(It!'seems!ofinotelhere!that!the!Old!Testament!
storyloflJosephlis'relevantlagain!for!Porfirii!Golovlyev,whose!betrayallofthis!broth6

ersland'hislabuseloflparentalltrust!seemslalfurther!reéstaginglof'the!Joseph!story.)!

Saltykové&hchedrin’slworldlisloneloflconstantly!lurking!betrayal.!!While!
Saltykov'hasmhotlyet!strucklupon!the!Judas!metaphor,!thelmetaphorical!substitute!of!
thelJoseph!storylisinolless!poignant.!!Thelancientliniquity!exposed!in!the!Biblelislvis6
itedluponleach!generation,land!typologicallevolutionlislanlengineloflliterary!creativi6

tylwhoselprecedents!arelas!old,lliterally,!as!Methuselah.
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Gospoda Tashkentsy: Colonizing Russia from the East

“He! who! drinks! his!
sherry!“tres!vieux”!con6
siders! himself! the! en6
lightener! of! those! who!
drink! their! sherry! only!
“vieux”253|

! Saltykovl!finished!only!the!firstlinlalplanned!series!ofletudes!forthis!1869nov6
el!The Tashkenter’s Clique.'Thelextant!section!details!thellivesland!careers!oflalrange!
oflfuture!'Tashkentsy’,'butlis!staged!entirelylin!Russia.!lIn!fact,!only!thelfirst!story!
deals!with!coloniallaffairs.!'Algovernment!purchasinglagentland!inveterate!drinker!
endslupnotlinthislexpected!destination!of!Tashkent,butlin!the'hands!oflthelauthori6
tieslinlalprovincial!Russian!city,!laccused!of!pilfering!state!fundsland!unable!to!recon6
struct!theleventslleading!to'hislunfortunate!diversion.!!Readers’lexpectations!are!
thusl!foiled,'and!thelinterest!piqued!by!the!promiseloflalstorylabout!the!Wild!East!

turnslout!to!belalstorylabout!the!Russians!themselves.!

IThat!Salytkov!should!find!that!the!closest!route!to!the!reality!lof!lRussialled!
through!thelexpanding!Asian!empirelislalreflection!oflthe!mountinglinterestlin!the!
regionland!the!publicity!that!the!Orient!lwas!gaining!throughlitslexposure!to!thelur6
ban!masseslin!lEuropean!Russia.!lIn!the!Springlof!1869,!in!fact,!thelyear!ofithenovel’s!

publication,!the!celebrated!“Turkestan!Exhibit”lwas!alleading!attraction!in!St.!Pe6

2531Saltykov&Shchedrin,!X:12!



tersburg.2>411“Occupying!three!roomslat!the!Ministry!of!State!Domains!on!the/Moika!
Canal!forlalmonth!in!spring!1869,!the!Turkestan!exhibition!displayed!stuffed!ani6
mals,'minerallspecimens,!costumes,landartifacts,!aswelllas!Vereshchagin’s!sketches!
and!paintings.”2>>!Aslinterest!grewlin!the!lconquestlof!Central!Asia,!which!began!in!
1864!andnominallyllasted!through!the!conquest!of!Khivalin!1873,!thelgearsloflad6
ministrative!colonialism!began!to!/move!more!quickly,!laddinglalnew!vector!to!Rus6

sianladministration,!land!new!displays!oflbureaucraticlexcess.'256!

! Thelunexpected!route!through!the!provincial!lbackwaters!of!Russia,lhowever,!
islinformativelandlintentional.lIn!thelintroduction!and!prelude!to!the!series!of!sto6
ries,!Saltykovllayslout!thelrubric!forlunderstanding'his!terminology'beyond!itslraé6
therllimited!geographic!scope,laslinvoking!thellarger!conundrum!of!Russia’s!political!

and!sociallsystem.!!!

Morals!createlalTashkentlinlevery!place;!therelare!moments!
in!thellifeloflalsociety!'when!Tashkentlviolentlyknocks!at!each!
doorland!whenlit!stands!athwart!the!path!through!whichleve6
ryonelislobliged!to!pass.!'Thislis!feltlespecially!in!thoselages!
thatlwelagreelto!call!transitional.!!Maybelitlis!feltlespecially!in!
theselmoments!becauselalong!with!Tashkentlislborn!some6
thinglakin!to!citizenship,!something!reminding!man!of!the!
possibilityloflfreely!dictatingthislown!movements...Slowly,!
Good!Sirs!!Slowly!257!

254!Turkestan!was!thelcoloniallnamel!for!the!bulk!of!Russian!Central!Asia,lincluding!thelco6
loniallcapitallcitylof!Tashkent,lin'modernéday!Uzbekistan.!

255!David!Schimmelpenninck!van!der!Oye,/Russian!Orientalism!Asialin!the!Russian!Mind!
from!Peter!the!Great!tolthe!Emigration!(New!Haven,!Conn:Yale!University!Press,!2010),!82.!

256!Helene!Carrere!D’encausse,!Islam!and!the!Russian!Empire:!Reform!and!Revolution!in!
Central!Asia!(London:!I.B.ITauris!&!Co.,11988),!36637.!

2571Saltykov&Shchedrin,!X:28.!
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Thelexposureloflthelvicious!realities!of!military!ladministration!and!the'’humiliating!
vassaldom!oflthelsubject!peopleslisiconstantly!deferred!and,linstead,!redeployed!to!
domestic!spaces!'wherelinverted!colonialismlis!frightening!butnot!'whollylunex6
pected!by!Saltykov’slreadership.!Helparodies!theldomineering,!parsimoniousma6é
tionalism!oflthe!conquering!Russians,!'wholattempt!toljustify!coloniallrapacity!in'the!
namelof!“civilization.”!!'Thelcivilizing!mission!oflthe!European!colonizer!was!altheme!
popularlin'thelliteratureloflthe!day!(soundinglalmote!much!like!Rudyard!Kipling’s!
lateimperial!“white!man’s!burden”).IThe!Russians,!expanding!Eastlalong!thenorth6
ern!limitslof!Britishlimperialism,!'werelkeen!toladoptland!adapt!the!successful!
themesloflcoloniallexpansion!that!reinforced!the!dominant!themes!oflprofRussian!
nationalism!andlopened!rich!land!expansive!basins!ofluntapped!naturallresources!
and!cheapllabor!to!Russianlindustry.!!!
! As!Saltykov!pointslout,!thelcivilizing!missionlis!carried!out'by!the!Enlight6
ener.!'But!“Enlightener”lis!lalloaded!term!in!thelcoloniallcontext.!
!
Al“Tashkenter”lislan!enlightener.!An!enlightenerlin!general,!
anlenlightenerlinlevery!placeno!matterlwhat!may!come;!and!
thereforelanlenlightener,!freelfrom!science,'butnotlembar6
rassed!bylitlsincelenlightenment,linthis!opinion,lisimade!not!
for!the!dissemination,'but!for!the!constraint!of!science...!A!
“Tashkenter”!seesnothing!butlalbothersome!quibbleland!
says!straightlout!that'halting!for!such!alpittance!means!to!
stumbleland!vainly!wastelvaluable!time.!!Helhas!established!a!
special'typeloflenlightenmentlactivity!-lanlilliterate enlight-
enment,'which!doesnotlenrich!thelenlightened!with!
knowledge,butlinstead!givesthim!almore!lcomfortable!habita6
tional!form,!and!only!suppliesthim!with!alfamiliar!scent.!'He!

wholdrinksthis!sherry!“treslvieux”!considers'himselflthelen6
lightenerloflthoselwholdrinks!their!sherrylonly!“vieux”;'he,!
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wholdrinksthis!sherry!“vieux”!lconsiders'himselflthelenlight6

enerloflthoselwho!drinklonly!spiritsland!vodka.2>8!
!

The!domestic!Russian!“enlightener”!can!be!conveniently!placed!on!this!gradation.!!
The!process!oflenlightenmentlin!Russialwas, for!Saltykov,laltroublingland!tragic!sto6
ry.l'Theleducationallsituation!in'the!provinces!land!rural!districts,'wherethethad!
served!beforethis'retirement!from!the!Civil!Service,'was!far!from'ideal.!'Education!
forlnonégentry!childrenllagged!and!thellowlliteracy!rates!meant!that,!far!from!being!
aljudgmentlon!coloniallignorance,!“illiteratelenlightenment”!was!practiced!in!places!
much!closer!to!St.!Petersburg!than!Tashkent.!!For!Saltykov,!foppishly!speaking!of!the!
hierarchy!oflenlightenmentlas!a!drink/listimeantlassuming!thelidiom!ofla'lbureaucra6
cy!ldangerouslylunhinged!from!the!colonial realities!confronting!Russianslin!their!

own'homes.!

«

! IThe!conclusion!oflthelfirst!story,!“Tashkenters&Civilizers,”!displaces!the!lco6

lonial!ldiscourselof!Tashkentland!reédenominates!provincial!lRussia.!!!

|
['remember:!I'was!riding...!
I'rode,'I'rode,!I'rode...!
['rode.!
More!thanllikely,!lalong!the!way!l!peeked!into!some!passing!dis6
trictlorlanotherland...!
Dear!Lord!!
There’s!somel!sorcerylorlother’here.!!Anlevillsorcerer!turned!
Riazan’Districtlinto!Tashkent...!Waslit'Ryazan!or!Tula?!!
[lIremember:!I'was!drinking...259!
|
Oncelagain,!Saltykov!revisits!thelenervating!prospects!of!Russian!distance;'here!the!

provinceslarelsplayed!outlin!linear!fashion!along!thelrailllines!that,!significantly, fail!

258!Saltykov&Shchedrin,X:12.!
2591Saltykov&Shchedrin,!X:63.!
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tolbind!thelprovinces'to!thelcapitallinlany!meaningfullway,!and!instead!servelonly!to!
flatten!land!monotonize!thelintervening!space.!!The!provinces!becomelonlylan!im6
pediment!between!the!metropolisland!itsleveréexpanding!frontier.!!Framing!the!
homelprovinces!oflthe/Russian!Empirelas!anlundifferentiated!expanselanticipates!
thelcoloniallspacelof!Tashkent.!ISignificantly,!like!thelrailroad!that!dissects!and!re6
arrangesl!thelsuperfluous!provinciallappendages,!thellanguagelused!to!describe!pro6
vincialland!extra@erritorial'Russialflows!from!the!center.!!'Thelspeaker’s!misidenti6
ficationlofland!generallapathy!towards!the!provinces!through!which'heltravels!
demonstrate!that!they!can!belrearranged!or!reéordered!based!on!the!proximallutili6
ty!thatleachlexclavelrepresents!forithelenclave.!Indeed,!'theldisorienting!/language!
masks!thelbureaucratic!metaphorl!thatlunderlies!the'hilarity!oflmissed!connections!
and!mistaken!geography.!

! Additionally,!the!“magical”!repositioninglof!Tashkentlin!the!central!'Russian!
provincesl!transforms!Russialitselflintolalcolony,!and,!thus,!intolalspace!ruled!by!the!
sortsloflcarpetbaggers!and!ruthless!colonialladministrators!inlnewly!conquered!
Central!Asia.l'However,!the!colonial!distance!and!the!official'reliance!on!the!blunt!
nationalist!discourseloflcolonial!'mission’lallow!Saltykov!to'hideleffectivelylin!the!
Aesopian!contours!ofthis!satiricallexpose.!!!

! Exposing!coloniallexcesses!mightlhavelbeenlanlacceptablelenterprise;lit!
displaced!inconvenient!political!ldiscussions!from!thelcenter!to!the!periphery,!recy6
cled!theloverarchingnarrativeloflRussian!power,!land!reminded!Russian!readers!
about!colonial'militaryland!politicallvictories.!'Alllof!this!could'havelallowed!thelcen6

sors!to!passlover!thelstories!by!taking!Saltykov’s!protestations!at!facelvalue:!these!
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arelstoriesloflindividuallexcesses,!oflalclass!oflvagabonds!acting/beyond!the!bounds!
ofltheirlauthoritylinlalstillllawless!land.!!Each!characterlwas!undone!by!character!
flawsland!obliged!to!leave!Russia!(where!such!thingslarenotlacceptable)!for!thelco6
lonial!chaos!in!Asian!lands.!

! However,!Saltykov!suggests!that'his!class!oflofficials'was!notnearly!so!far!
awaylas!thelcoloniallframe!suggests.!!He'has!inverted!their!course,llittering!the!
roadslto'the!border!crossings!with!compromised'bureaucrats!and!businessmen,!
shabby!gentlemen!oflfortunelwholare!too!drunk!to!makelit!to!the!frontier!'where!for6
tune!wasl!to!bethad.!Instead,!theylarelleft!to!terrorize!the!provincial!lRussian!populaé
tion.!'The!metaphoricallvaluelof!Tashkentland!Tashkentism!'is'bared!quitelearly!in!
thelstories,!bothlimplicitlyland,!through!the!later!inclusion!oflthelexplanatorylkey,!
explicitly.!!'Saltykov,lever!theleffectiveljournalistlinthis!satire,!refocuses!readers’lat6
tention!on'the!center.!"The!‘coloniallattitude’,lonce!broached,is'shown!to'be'thelatti6
tudelde jurelin!Saint!Petersburgland!Moscow.!lRussia,!Saltykov!implies,lislalcountry!
inthelgripsloflcolonial!policyland!suffering!from!al!colonial!mindset.!

! Thislidea,lin!fact,!seems!to!presagelaltwentieth&century!discussion!oflthe!
political!“cross!wiring”!oflcoloniallempires:!Hannah!Arendt’s!conceptlofithe!“boom6
erangleffect,”!thelidealthat!the!practices!of!colonialladministration!can!“return!to!the!
mother!country!from!the!coloniesliflthelviolencelagainst!the!“subject!races”!spread!
tolthelimperiallnation.”260Il1Alexander!Etkind!analyzes!Saltykov’sladmission!oflthis!

phenomenon.!!Thelviolence!that!the!Russian!colonizers!visited!lupon!thelsubjugated!

260!Alexander!Etkind,!Internal!Colonization:!Russia’s!Imperial!lExperience!(Cambridge,!UK:!
Polity!Press,!2011),!123.!
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peopleslof!Central!Asial(and,l!inlalcolonizing!twist,lupon!Poland)lislimported!to!the!
center!of!Russia.!lEtkind!referslobliquely'here!to!the!story!“Them”!“Ony!zhe,”which!
satirizes!vigilantism!in!St.!Petersburglafter!Karakozov’s!1866!assassinationlattempt!
upon!the!Tsar.!'Due'to!problems!with!thelcensorship,!the!story!was!printed!after!the!
initial!serialization!and!under!theltitle!“Tashkenters!Turned!Inward”!( Tashkentsy,
obrativshchiesia vnutr’).IThelstorylexposes!the!display!of!“colonial”lexcesses!aslalpo6
liticallexpedientlinside!Russia.!lEtkind!goes!on!to!note!that,!“Thellongétanding!tradi6
tionsloflviolenceland!coercion!with!which!the!Russian!Empireltreated!itslown!peas6
antry!couldlexplain!thelrevolution!and!totalitarianism!as!alboomerang!coming!home!
tolthelcities,!the!capitals,land!the!state.”261IThe!“boomerangleffect,”lwhilenotlyet!a!
precursorloflrevolutionaryl!terror,lislexposed!at!thelvery!rootlof!the!problem!of!Rus6
sian!government.!lflin!“Them”!thelgovernmentluses!thelemotionall!triggerloflnation6
alism!tolactivate!patriotic!sensibilities,!then!the!story!“The!Third!Parallel”lexamines!
the!misleadinglofficiallrhetoricloflpublic!service,land!the!dubious!system!oflranks!by!
which!the!Russian!statelinstillslalsenseloflselflworthlinlitspeople.!

! Thelstorylopens!withlyoung!Misha!Nagornov!poringlover!maps!of!Kazan'!
province,!providinglanotherlkey!tolunderstanding!Saltykov’slattitude!towards!the!

bureaucracy.!!!

Thanks!to!this!stateloflaffairs!Mishalquietly!learned!to!looklupon'his!
parent’slapartmentlasliflitlwerelanlextension!of!thelofficial!ldepart6
ment,landlat’his!father!-lasluponlalwalking!shard!oflthe!department,!
and!even!lupon'himselflas!alchild!oflthe!department.!-!“And!soon,!fa6
ther,!Ilwilllalso!go'to!the!service”!-helfrequentlylintoned!to!Semen!

261!lbid.,124.!
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Prokofievich.!-!“Therenow,llittlelone,!do!yourllessons,!and,!God!will6
ing,!lyou’lllget!to!thelservice!!'Together!we’ll!pulllyou!through!”!-!
“And!willlthey!give!melaluniform?”!-!“Aluniform,land!alcross...leve6
rythingljustlas!withlyour!Pappy!!Justlapplylyourselfland!beloflgood!
morals,!land!thelmanagement!willlreward!you!”!Listening!to!such!
speeches,Mishalredoubled'his!passions,land,never!forgetting!the!
department,!crammed'knowledgelinto'histhead!inlalstateloflexalta6
tion:!“Thelcitieslalong!the!Volgalare:!Rzhev,Zubtsov,!Staritsa,!Tver’,!
Korcheva,land!others.”!-!1And!whatlis!speciallabout!the!city!of!Lai6
shev?”!-lhis!fatherlwould!quiz'him!from!time!to!time.!-!“Laishevlis!a!
provincialltownlof!the!Kazan’IDistrict,lit!sitslon!the!banks!oflthe!Vol6
ga,lit’haslalcathedralland!fisheries.”!-1“Well,!land!the!city!of!Sviiazhsk,!
forlexample?”!-!“Sviiazhsklislalprovincialltown!of!the!Kazan’IDistrict,!
itlsitslat!the!converganceloflthelrivers!Volgaland!Sviiagi,litthaslalca6
thedralland!fisheries.”!-I“And!the!city!of!Cheboksary?”!-1“Cheboksa6
rylislalprovinciallcity!oflthe!Kazan!District,lit!sits!on!thelriver!Volga,!
itthaslalcathedralland!fisheries.”!“That’slenough,no?!You'relreally!
beginning!to!speak!sense!”!...IFinally,!Vetlugi,!Mtsenskiland!Novosili!
imprinted!themselveslinto'his!brain!withlinerasablelletters.”'262!

|

i\/[isha!Nagornov's!understanding!of!Russia!and!his!schoolboy’s!geographical!vo6
cabularylencompass!severalloverlapping!features!oflboth!colonialland!bureaucratic!
discourselin!the!Russianlempire.!!Misha!Nagornov’s!cartographic!vision!of'Russia!
(onelcanlimagine'him!poringloverlalmap!much!like!Boris!Godunov’s!daughterlin!
Pushkin’s!/famousl!variation)!links!alsupraéationallvision!of!'Russialthat!glorieslin!
thelvastlspacesland!distances!oflthe!Russianlempirelandlits!great!variety!ofllan6
guagesland!etymologies!as!prooflof!Russia’slhegemonic!scope.!'Misha’s!conception!is!
alsolalbureaucraticecommerciallvision!that!sees!thelmap!of!Russialaslalcommunica6
tionsnetwork,lanladministrative!patchwork,lorlalcommodity!scale.!'In!Misha’s!mind,!
bothlofltheselvaryingllexicons'havelfreelreinland!are!freelylcombinable,las!they!cap6

ture!both!the!coloniallcharacter!of!lRussian!geographylandlits!bureaucraticldomesti6

262!Saltykov&Shchedrin,!X:1716172.!/(Forlalcomparison!of!the!statistical!lcoordinates!that!
define!thellandslincluded!in!“Tashkent,”!see!Saltykov’s!description!in!X:27).!
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city.!lEach!placelhaslalclearly!definableladministrative!character!(a!“provinciallcen6
ter”’!duezdny gorod),'thelmodicum!oflciviclinstitutions!necessary!to!‘claim’!the!city!
for!Russialand!“civilization”!(it'has!alcathedral),'and!theleconomic!purpose!that!
completesland!defines!theltown!for!the!distant!center!(and!fisheries).!'This!tenden6
tious!schemalexposes!thelcognitive!mappinglofithe!bureaucratlas!welllaslanother!
pointloficoincidence!between!thelcolonialldiscourseloflthe!“Tashkentets-tsivilizator”!
and'theldiscourse!that!defines!sociofoliticallrelationships!in!Russia.!!!

! Thellanguagelislintentionally!confused.!'Misha!Nagornov!maps!the!domes6
tic!spacelof!Russialin!coloniallterms,!bringing'thelterrifying!space!of!“despotism”!
(proizvol)land!Tashkent!back!to!Russia!6daffirming!Saltykov’s!clever!sleightéoféhand!
atlthelend!of!thelfirst!storylin!thelcycle;!“Anlevillsorcerer!turned!Riazan’Districtlinto!
Tashkent...!Waslit'Ryazan!or!Tula?!”!!lt!can!belargued!that!the!point!of!Misha’sledu6
cationland!thelentiretylofthisldomesticllifelis!lcontained!in!this!spatial!transfor6
mation:!“Thanks!to!this!stateloflaffairs!Mishalquietly!learned!to!look!upon'his!par6
ent’slapartmentlasliflit'werelanlextension!of!thelofficial!department.”!!The!bureau6
cratization!of'Russia,lalphenomenon!that!Saltykov!witnessesl!first’hand!and!which!
informs'each!ofthis!bureaucratic!stories,'is!the!tale!of'the!continual!de6
contextualization!of!space,!thelattempt!byladministrativelmeans!tolerase!distance!
and!to!subsumel!geography!to!thelwilllofltheladministrative!center.!'Together!with!
thelconfusion!oflRussian!spacelis!the!Orientalizingnotion!of!Russia,!as!the!scholar!

Katya!Hokanson!describes!it:!

!
Allied!with!this!senselof!lRussialas!an!Asianlor!Oriental!lcountry!beyond!
theldiscursivelreach!of!lEuropelwas!themotion!thatlits!spaces!were!
vast,lempty,land!undifferentiated,lembodyinglalfrightening!lacunalof!
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meaning,!culture,land’history.!ltlwaslas!iflRussialwas!madeluplalmost!

entirelyloflperiphery...263!
!
The!mixed!language!loflpatriarchy,!domesticity,!colonialism,!and!career!at!this'mo6
mentlin!Saltykov’s!textlis!deeplylevocative.!IMisha’s!fatherlislconsumed!by'his!bu6
reaucraticlcareer!to!suchlanlextent!that!the!family!nestthas!lbecome!the!rockylout6
croppinglofithe!bureaulwherelitltrailslinto!the!/Nevaland!flows!lout!towards!the!prové
inceslandlinto!the!colonial!distance.!!Semeon!Nagornov'himselflislanother!such!
“splinter”!(oskolok),'anlimage!that!deftly!evokes!thelindeterminacy!of!personality!
separated!from!alprofessionallidentity.!!!
! Thelsubordination!of'thelindividual'to!the!departmentlislalrepetition!of!the!
dominantlimperialltheme.!The!growingnetwork!oflbureaucracy,!propagated!under!
the!mantralof!Nicholas!I’slideologist!SergeilUvarov,!“Autocracy,!/Orthodoxy,!National6
ity”!(Samoderzhavie, Pravoslavie, Narodnost),'saw!thelexpansion!oflthelempirelas!the!
extensionlof!thelautocrat’s!personal!dominion,limagining!(through!thellinguistic!pe6
culiarities!oflroyalllanguage)!thelcitizenry!of!'thelempire!notlas!definite!legallentities,!
butlas!mere!“children”!(dety)!of!“thellittle!father”!(batiushka)!Tsar.!'The!llanguage!of!
enlightenmentl!ennobling!the!colonial!mission!was!replicated!atlevery!levellof!the!
imperialladministrationlin!Russialandlinlits!coloniallspaces.!!Misha!Nagornov!is!the!

II'H

newest!generationallinstantiation!oflan!entirelracelof!“children,"“illiterate”!and!

prostratelbefore!thelwillloflthelautocrat.!

263KatyalHokanson,!Writinglat!Russia’s!Border!(Toronto:!Universitylof!Toronto!Press,!
2008),'4.!
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Saltykov’s!collection!of!“etudes, 'writtenloverlalseries!oflyears!during!which!oth6
erlliterary!productionloften!took!precedence,!was,!atlleastlon!the!surface,!labout!the!
influx!oflunscrupulous!schemers,!soldiers,'bureaucrats,!merchants,!and!confidence!
men!(thelusuallline@uplof!Saltykovian!characters)!into!themewlyéconquered!territo6
rieslof!Central!Asia.l!lAslwelhavelseen,however,!Saltykov!quickly!dispels!thisnotion,!
writinglin'thelintroduction!that!the!lneologism,!“Tashkenter,”lis'merely!another!
namelforlanlancient!Russian!devil.!Andlyet,!Saltykov!faced!anotherlancient!'Russian!
devillin!publishing!these!stories.!'Thelcensorship!committeelintervened!frequently!

in!Saltykov’slliterarylaffairs,!delayinglor!striking!the!publication!oflmany!ofthis!story!

cycles.264ll0nelinstrument,!used!in!Gospoda Tashkentsy,'as!lelsewhere,!was!the!subtle!

uselof!lAesopianllanguage!to!mislead!the!censors.!!!

In!Gospoda Tashkentsy, Saltykov!refers!tothimself!lsimply!as!a!“collector”!of!the!
tales!presented.!!That!Saltykov!should!choose!suchlalterm!to!characterize'his!liter6
arylactivitieslis,linlitself,lalclever!Aesopian!pose.!lSaltykov,laslwas!generallylknown,!
participated!in'thelreformsloflthelearly!1860s,!and,!though!outloflgovernment!ser6
vicelby!theltime!thislvolumelofletudes!was!published,'would!stilllhave!/been!read!as!a!
sourceloflinformation!about!thelinner!'workings!of!the!Russian!ladministration.!
Saltykov!wrotelon!such!topics!withlalcertainlamountlof!professionallauthority,!
whichlincensed!thelvictims!ofthis!satireland!worried!those!wholsaw!thelriselofljour6

nalismlas!challenge!tolautocraticlgovernancelin!Russia.!!llncreasingly!tied!to!the!dis6

264!lvan!Goncharov!described!Saltykov’s!“secretthand”!(tainopis’)lasla!lfundamentallpart!of!
hislworklin!this!period.!lUsing!“foreignlexpression,laesopian!disguises!of!thought,land!“fig6
ureslandllook@likes”!tolwiggle!pasticensors,!Saltykov’s!success!was!luneven,latlbest,!through!
thelmid61860s.!Saltykov&Shchedrin,!VI:564!
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affected!elements!oflliberalland!progressiveljournalism,!and!disillusioned!with!the!
increasingly!reactionary'tonelof!Alexander’sladministration,!Saltykov!went!to!

lengthsl!tolensurel!thathis!message!would!belreceived,!evenliflin!code.!!!

Saltykov!plays!with!theselpossibilitieslinlalvarietyloflcreativelways.!Hislworks!
werelnotably!Aesopian;!thelcensors!themselveslopenly!described!this!tendency!in!
Saltykov’s!work,!forlexample,linlanlofficialldocument!from!thelcensorship!commit6
teelwritten!by!lvan!Goncharov!in!1864:!“I'remembered!thelarticlelin!“Our!Public!
Life,”!so!fantasticlinlits!confusion,limpenetrability,litslopacity,!clearlylemanating!
from!the!desireloflthelauthor!to!say!more!than!the!censorshiplallowed.”265!!Thelau6
thor,'however,!does!not!parse!theloffending!passages!in!The Tashkenter’s Clique;mo!
“key”!(as!Goncharov!called!it)!is!lprovided.!!

Parodying!thelcareer!lambitions!of!'the!future!“Tashkenets”!Misha!Nagornov,!

'H

Saltykov!“relays”!the!following!monologue,!“And!such!roads!ahead!'How!many!occa6
sions!for'worrylon!this!lroad!at!thelhead!of!'which!stands!some!sad!court!typist!or!
judge’s!secretary.”26¢lISaltykovlincludes!altongue@inécheek!footnote!meant!to!clarify!
and!disavow!remarks!that!could!be!construed!as!disparaging.!!'Saltykov!writes,!“The!
authorlincludeslalcaveat:!that!the!position!oflcourt!bailiffland!court!secretarylare!
very'honorable!positions!-lof!this!therelislno!doubt;!therefore,lifithey'have!been!pre6

sentedas!patheticlinlany!way,!then!thislisinot!the!pointloflview!of!thelauthor,but!

thatlofIMisha!Nagornov.!'Therelislno!basis!forlanlaccusation!of!defamationlin!caselit!

265!Ibid.,!VI:564.!
266!Ibid.,'X:197.!

! 200



should!occur'tolanyonel!to!prosecute!Misha!Nagornov.”267IThislinstance!oflusing!
marginalialto!clarify,lalpractice!Saltykovlvery!rarely!lsaw!as!partlofthis!lauthorial!/du6
ty,land,lin!fact,!Imorellikely!saw!as!anlunnecessary'hindrance!to!the!projectlof!publi6
cationlin'the!faceloflstrict!censorship,lisimarked!by'hislequally!tongue@inécheek!
characterization!ofthis!rolelas!“collector.”!!Theloccasion!oflthe!footnote!refocuses!the!
author’slrefusalltolwritelfor!thelcensor,!sincelalfootnotelitselflislalready!an!indica6

tionlof!thelpresenceloflalternative!discourses!within!theltext.!!

Here,!Saltykov!offerslalrarelmomentloflauthorialldirectivelinlassigninglintention!
andlanlinterpretativelkey.!!Thislauthorial!directive!lcomeslironically!amid!whatlis!
otherwiselalfullylorchestrated!actloflauthorial!deniallof!culpability.!'That!such!cul6
pability!lwas!thelauthor’s!share,!of!course,'went!without!saying,'but!the!satirist’s!raé
ther!boldlylintricate!deceptions!ofithe!lcensorship!committeelcontinuelherelin!the!

form!oflanleditoriallgame.!!

! Saltykov’s!satiricallvision!of!Russian!lifelmasked!aldeeplunease!with!thelma6
teriallfrom!which'helculled.!'Saltykov!seemed!to!believe!that!the!bureaucratic/milieu!
thatlhelscourged!in'hiswriting!reflected!the!society!that!surrounded!it.!"This!may!be!
why!Saltykov’s!geography!becamelgradually!loosened!from!lits'mooringslin!the!capi6
tallcityland!the!provincial!lcenters!and!began!to!drift!across!thelgreatleastern!spaces!
oflthe!Russian!Empire.!'Evenlinlalcountry!solvastlas!Russia,lcommonl!vices!united!the!

mostldistinctlof!peoplesland!groups,land!for!Saltykov,!versed!in!the!language!and!

267!Ibid.!
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manners!oflthe!Civil!Service,!thelcommon!denominator!oflEmpire!was!thelaccess!to!
alcommonlculturelofliniquity.!!The!“civilizing!mission”!that!manylin!the!capital!
praised!so!lwarmly!was!almission!tolcorruptlalllequallyland!establish!the!common!
practices!that!constituted!culturelin!theladministrative!state.!IThislislwhat!Saltykov!

seems!to'havelinmind!'when'helspeaks!of!“illiteratelenlightenment.”!!!

! However,lamong!these!lcommon!practices,!and!thelone!that!Saltykov!suffered!
from!most!directly,!was!thelpracticeloflcensorship.!!Helwas!exhausted!by!the!strugé
glelto!cope!with!theltemperamentloflgovernment!censorsland!the!byzantine!pro6
cessesloutlined!firstlin'thelcensorship!codeland!then,!after!Censorship!Reform,lin'the!
judicial!procedures'thatlreplaced!preépublication!censorship.!Saltykov!employed!
strenuous!circumlocutions,!devastatinglirony,!and!mischievouslallegory,'but!these!
authorialltricks!lemphasized'his!belieflin!the!failureloflthe!bureaucraticladministra6

tion!tolanswer!theneeds!of'Russian!life.!!!

! In!thelstories!lexamined'here,!the!philosophicallmovement!of!Saltykov’s!ca6
reerlislon!display.!lIn!creating!the!microcosm!of!Krutogorsk,!Saltykovlislable!latlonce!
to!confrontthislold!demons!and!Russia’s,land!tolimplicate!the!Russian!bureaucratlin!
anlallegoricallrepresentation!ofloriginallsin.!'Arrivinglat!theledgel!of!domesticlspace,!
Saltykovl!transports'his!readerlintola’highly!symbolic!space!thatlis!both!edenicland!
satanic.!IThe!Russian!metropolelis!far!from!the!Stygian!banks!of!the!provinciallriver!
and,lin'this!mythological!space,!biblical!motifslarelintentionally!misaligned!and!iden6
titieslintentionally!mistaken.!'Thelvenal!lbureaucrat'becomes!thelimage!of!the!Old!
Testament!father!land'his!children,!the!progenitors!of!Hebrew!slavery.!!The!colonial!

spaces!oflTashkent,!then,lactlaslaltruer/mirror!than!thelprovinces,land!the!sins!of!the!
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homeland!arelnotl!visited!lupon!the!colonies,'butlinstead!retraced!on!the!heart!of!
Russia.!!The!bureaucratic!themelin!these!stories!speaks!tolalnationalllife!thatthas!
givenlriseltolalseparatellanguageland!alreconfigured!reality!that!seems,!at!times,!like!

thelfantasticallworld!that!Saltykov!constructed!for'his!readers.!
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CONCLUSION

THE F- TE OF THE BURE- UCR-T

! In'her!study!How Russia Learned to Write: Literature and the Imperial Table of
Ranks,Irina!Reyfman!writes!that!“Theldiminished!worth!oflrank!for'midénineteenth6
centurylwritersloflnoble!status!reflects!both!thelgradual!fading...of!'the!Table!of!
Ranks’limportancelaslalcareer!toolland!thelnew!view!of!thelvalueloflwriting!versus!
thatloflservice.”2681Beyond!thelunmistakable!pulllof!professionallattainmentland!the!
need!tolachieve!rankl!and!status!in!the!classound!conditions!of'Russia,'however,!
another!considerationlexisted!for!theselauthors;namely,!thelopportunity!tolwrite!

about!those!things!denied!them!whilelservinglin!the!/bureaucracy.!!

Mikhail!Saltykovleventually!madelalcomplete!break!with!the!service,landlyet,!
mostlofthislliterary!career!was!spentllitigatinglissues!that'helencountered!there.!!Be6
sides!thelverylreallfinanciallconcerns!that!drovelhim!from!one!fraught!bureaucratic!
assignment!to!themext,!Saltykov!was!constitutionally!lunable!to!separatethisladmin6é
istrativelcareer!from'hislliterarylone,land'his/literaryloutput!during'his!service!days!
seems!to!confirm!that!the!bureaucracy!waslalsourceloflinspiration,levenlifloften6

times!perverse.!!!

! Alexander!Nikitenko,'too,/demonstrated!alcommitment!to'the!service!that!
outlasted!any!enthusiasm!for!theladministrativelrole!that'heloccupied.!'However,!

Nikitenko!seems!to'havelfelt!thatthis!participationlin!thelcensorship!was!alliterary!

268!Reyfman,!How!RussialLearned!to!Write,!173.!
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callinglinlitself.!Nikitenko’s!censorship!duties!allowed'him!tolengage!with!thelliter6
arylissueslof'theldayland!to!playlalrolelin!creating,liflnot!thelliteraturelitself,!then,!at!
least,'thelprinted!material'available!to!Russia’s!reading!public.!!Nikitenko’s!obvious!
concern!for!thelimplementation!oflcensorship!regulations!and!theirleffect!on!the!lde6
velopmentloflliteraturelin!the!Empirelindicates!that,!again,'his!conception!oflbu6
reaucraticl!servicelextended!beyond!thelsecuringloflrank!and!privilege,!land!even!be6

yond!thelexerciseloflappointed!office.!

! Forlothers,!like!Pisemsky,!Aksakov,!land!Glinka,'bureaucratic!servicelwas!
never!morel!thanlalpotentiallsinecure,!butlit'waslalsolalposition!thatlrefracted!their!
literarylinterestsland!focused!theirlambitions.!!For!Pisemsky,!both/lliteratureland!the!
bureaucracy!werelfields!that!required!notlonly!creative!lambition,'but!an!lambition!
for!lwealthland!power,lalscenariolhe!demonstrated!inthis!most!/famousnovel!One
Thousand Souls.!'For!Glinka,!the!servicelprovided!the!spark!of'righteouslindignation!
thatlanimated'his!temper!and'his!pen.!!'Thelanger!and!vituperationlaimed!against!the!
establishmentlin'hislautobiographicallaccountlofthis!timelin!thelcensorship!provides!
almarked!rhetoricallcontrast!to!thelenumeration!ofllost'wages!in'his!officiallrequests!

to'the!Minister.!!!

! Forlthoselperspicaciouslenough!tolexaminelthellifelof!the/bureaucrat!through!
alGogolianllens,!theldailylexperienceloflservicing!the!machinery!oflempire!could!
providelalcompellinglliterary!perspective.!In!the!midéineteenth!century,'when!the!
periodloflcoincidence!between!practicinglauthorsland!/bureaucrats!mostllikely'at6
tainedlits!peak,'responses!tolbureaucracy!madelalsignificant!contribution!to!the!de6

velopment!of!Russianlliterature.!'Thelindelible!characterlof'the!“littlelman”notwith6
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standing,!thelvarietyloflbureaucrats!populating/lliterature!meant!that!the!reader!of!
Russianlliterature!could!gleanlalvaried!and!compelling!perspectivelon!thelworkings!
oflthe!government!from!thelcapital'down!to!the!smallestladministrativeloutpost.!!
However,!thelview!from!thelscrivener’s!stand!or!thelviceégovernor’s!desk!was!often!
notledifying.!!Somelliterary!men,'beyond!documenting!thelannals!oflthe!bureaucracy!
andllitigating!the!struggleslofithe!bureaucratlin!print,!looked!for!ways!to!turn!their!

duallprofession!to!more!practicallaccount.!

! Towards!thelheightlofthis!careerlaslalcensorland!during!the!lastlheady!days!

ofltthe!Reform!Era,!Alexander!Nikitenko!made!the!followinglentrylinthis!diary.!

Thislentirelrotting!system!of!lbureaucraticladministrationlisn’t'worth!a!
damn;butlit!lcan’t!beloverturned!at!once,!but,!instead,'must'be!'whit6
tled!/down'hereland!there,!so!thatlit!falls!oflitslown!weight.269!

Inlalway,!thelwork!of!the!/bureaucrats!lexamined'here!was!tolwhittleldown!thelsys6
tem,!to!softenlits!bluntestledges!andlinsulate!society!from!its!mostlegregious!excess6
es.!IThelintellectuallengagement!with!the!bureaucratic!structure!that!bureaucrats!
suchlas!Nikitenko!undertook!waslinfluentiallin!small,!butleffectivelways.!Nikitenko!
oftentimes!found'himselflalonelin!speaking!for!thelinterests!oflacademics,lauthors,!
andlintellectuals!on!bureaucratic!lcommittees!tasked!with!monitoringland!control6
linglliteraryland!journalistic!production.!In!this!role,lifthis!diaries!are!to!be!believed,!
heldid!what'he!could!to!minimize!theladministrativelimpact!of!politicallylexpedient!

and'hasty!decisions.!

269INikitenko,I11:!164.!
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! Saltykov&hchedrin,linthis!way,lalso!whittled.!'As!Vice6Governor,helinterest6
ed'himselflin!thelliterarylaffairs!of!thelvarious!provinces!to!which'he!was!dis6
patched,leven!going!so!farlas!to!found!alliteraryland!ethnographicljournallin!Vyatka!
(it'suffered!from!alchronic!lackloflliterary!contributors).!!His!lassociations!withler6
rant!reformersland!lintellectuals!constantly!lundermined'his!position!in!St.!Peters6
burg,land!led!to!the!final,'hasty!denouement!with!the!Imperiallbureaucracy.!'Writing!
about!the!faults!of'the!/bureaucracy!whilelservinglin!the!bureaucracy!may'have!

helped!the!causeloflreform,!butlit!didInot!lendear’him!to'hislemployers.!

! Writinglabout!the!bureaucracy!from!Pushkinlonwards!alwayslimplied!an!in6
tricate!ldance!with!power.!Writing!scurrilous!thingslaboutlathighranking!bureaucrat!
mightlsatisfy!writers’land!readers’lurgeltolexpress!dissatisfaction!with!thelorder!of!
hierarchy!and!powerlin!Russia.!'But,'to!write!such!things!whilelservinglin'the!bu6
reaucracy'meant!toloffer!thelimprintloflauthenticity!to!popularlexpressions!of!dis6
satisfaction,land!was!thus!potentially!more!dangerous!than!protests!registered!from!

thoselunaffiliated!with!the!regimeland!its!power!structure.!!

! Nikitenko’s!words,liflnot!thelsentimentlexpressed!therein,!proved!prophetic.!!
Thelsystem!oflbureaucraticladministration!'was!whittled!/down!and!did!eventually!
fall,!along!with!the!lmonarchy!thatlit'served.!'And!yet,!the!system!that!replaced!it'was!
nollesslbureaucratic,land,lin!fact,!much!more!so.!!The!Soviet!system!of!governance!
relied!on!the!lsame!mechanismslof!powerl!that!Nikitenko!knew,!land!yet,!the!punitive!
extremes!to!which!this!system!acceded!would!stagger!thelimagination!of'the!most!

reactionary!of!Nicholas’lgendarmes.!!
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! Yet,lwritinglabout!bureaucratslalways!remained!an!option.!!In'the!latter!days!
oflthe!Russian!Empire,!the!mantlelof!Gogol’land!Saltykov&Shchedrin!was!taken!up!by!
authors!suchlas!Anton!Chekhov,!Fyodor!Sollogub,!land!Andrei!Bely,'whosenovel!Pe-
tersburglisbriefly!ldiscussed!in'this!study.!'After!the!Revolution,!the!paceland!intensi6
tyloflbureaucraticlrepresentationslincreased!with!the!ldarkly!comiclwork!of!Evgenii!
Zamiatin,!Yuriy!Olesha,!Mikhail!Bulgakov,!Alexander!Solzhenitsyn,!Vladimir!Voino6

vich,!land!others.!

! But,!theleraloflthe!bureaucratlinlliterature'had/largely!passed,'asthad!thelera!
oflthelliterary!bureaucracy,'alphenomenon!thatlaroselin'thelproteanlinstitutional!
conditions!oflearlynineteenthécentury!Russianlliterature.!!Alexander!Nikitenko,!
SergeilAksakov,!Aleksey!Pisemsky,!Fyodor!Tiutchev,land!Mikhail!Saltykov&Shchedrin!

couldnotlhavelprevailed!in!the!conditions!of!Soviet!Russia.!
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APPENDIX!

Figure!1:!The Flow of Documents in - dministrative Order!(Techenie!bumag!adminis6
trativnym!poriadkom),!in!Rukovodstvo Po Nagliadnomu Izucheniiu - dministra-
tivnogo Poriadka Techeniia Bumag v Rossii.'"Moscow:!tip.!Katkova,!1858.!
http://www.knigafund.ru!/books/34963.
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Figure!2:!Archived!Letter!from!the!censor!lvan!Dvigubskiilto!thelauthor!and!censor!
Vladimir!lzmailov.!'Thelletterlindicates!that!theljournal'has!passed!thelinitial!stage!
oflcensorshiplapproval.!'This!decision!wouldllater!beloverturned!by!the!Minister!of!
Education,!Karl!Lieven’.!In![[.!A].IDvigubskii,!“O!dozvoleniilMaioru!lzmailovulizdavat’!
viMoskve!Zhurnal!pod!nazvaniem!Sovremennika:nachato!20.!August!1829,”Pis’'mo!
vlGlavnoe!Upraveleniie!Tsentsury,!20!August!1829,!1:156,!1829,!Delo!174,!Fond!
772,'RGIA,!St.!Petersburg!
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