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The Waterhouse Clock
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n the summer of 1950, Mrs. Robert de Wolfe (Mary Ware) Sampson presented
to the Harvard Medical School an old tall-case (grandfather) clock that she had
inherited from her great-grandfather Benjamin Waterhouse. Benjamin Waterhouse (1754-1846) was a prominent and controversial founding member of the
Medical School faculty. He was the first Hersey Professor of the Theory and Practice of Physic, and was especially recognized for his pioneering introduction of
smallpox vaccination into the United States in 1800. The door of the clock was
distinguished by a round brass plaque reading "The gift of the Honorable Peter
Oliver D.C.L. late Chief Justice of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay to Benjamin Waterhouse M.D., 1790." Because it was apparent that the decorative finials
and fretwork were missing from the top of the case, Dean George Packer Berry
authorized Assistant Dean Reginald Fitz to have these restored by a cabinetmaker.'
The clock, said to require winding only once or twice a year, was then installed in
a comer in the Faculty Room named for the same Benjamin Waterhouse. The
Harvard MedicalAlumni Bulletin of January 1951, in a brief item recognizing the
gift, noted that Dean Berry had wound it up at the School's 1950 Christmas Party.
Also at this event, the University Marshal made graceful remarks, and included in
them a quote from Ecclesiastes 3: "By tradition,Justice Peter Oliver's clock which
came to Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse in 1790, is wound at a family gathering at
Christmas-time to remind those who follow him in caring for it that there is a time
to every purpose under the sun: a time to be born and a time to die; a time to plant
and a time to pluck up that which is planted; a time to break down and a time to
build up; a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to keep silence and a time to
speak; a time of war and a time of peace." 2
Dr. Reginald Fitz was clearly intrigued by the new clock and wished to identify
where it was made and by whom. There was no maker's name on the dial or case,
and none was found in the movement. Mrs. Sampson, the donor, wrote to Dr.
Fitz on 16 September 1950 that Alexander G. Macomber, who had always cleaned,
oiled, and wound the clock, "thinks it an old Willard. It is apparently the same in
works as that owned by Dr. Locke which Mr. Macomber tells me Mr. duPont
offered $25,000.00 for but Dr. Locke kept it." 3 Dr. Edwin A. Locke of the Harvard Medical School faculty did indeed own a Simon Willard tall-case clock that
We wish to thank Dr. Philip Cash for his assistance.
1

Reginald Fitz, "The Waterhouse Clock, 1790; Harvard
Medical School Faculty Room, 1950," a two-page typescript document dated 3 November 1950, in folder labelled
"Clock- Waterhouse," in the Harvard Medical Archives
in the Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine.
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"The Winding of the Clock," Harvard Medical Alumni
Bulletin 25 (January 1951): 63.
Mary W. Sampson to Reginald Fitz, 16 September
(1950], autograph letter, in folder labelled "Artistic and
Memorial Objects, Clock-Waterhouse,"
in the Harvard Medical Archives. This file contains materials collected by Dr. Fitz on the clock between 1950 and 1952.
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would go for one year between windings, which was similar but not identical to
the Waterhouse clock. If Simon or one of the other Willards was the maker, the
Waterhouse clock would have been made in eastern Massachusetts. However,
Macomber himself wrote on 17 October 1950 from Holliston, Mass., without great
conviction: "I am not only willing to guess, but, in my honest opinion, and I have
spent a lot of time thinking on the idea, the works were made in England, but
again I may be wrong. " 4
Dr. Fitz wrote to members of the Waterhouse and Oliver families, and to horologists and others on both sides of the Atlantic, in a vain effort to find where the
clock was made. He learned that such timepieces, which ran for a year without
winding, although unusual, were not excessively rare, and that such movements
had been developed in Europe as early as the seventeenth century. He also referred
to the fact that Waterhouse papers were at the Medical School "in the Archives,"
but evidently he did not search them, or ifhe did, he discovered nothing helpful. 5
However, it should be noted that after that time, additional papers were deposited
in the collection by Mrs. Southworth (Margaret Thayer) Lancaster (in 1967) and
by Malcolm G. Ware (in 1974), which may have included the letters quoted below.
The most recent commentary on the issue came in 1980 in A Study efSimon
Willard's Clocksby Husher and Welch. These authors state:
This clock, according to family notes, was furnished by Simon Willard and it supposedly ran all year on one winding. However, we found that the one year duration was a misnomer and that it actually ran for six months per winding. We are
inclined to believe that Willard sold the clock because he was the leading
clockmaker in the vicinity of Harvard, he advertised one year duration clocks, and
the status of the Honorable Peter Oliver, who gave the clock to Dr. Waterhouse,
would not be compatible with a supplier that was not the best .... We have not
been able to ascertain whether the movement was imported or whether it was
made by Simon Willard. Unfortunately, we cannot insist that Simon made the
movement in the Waterhouse clock because of the many design features which
were not Willard's style.6

The authors thus suggest that the maker of the case may not have been the maker
of the movement (a possibility that cannot be disproved but that is unlikely in view
of the evidence that is presented below). The volume contains a full-length photograph of the clock with the incorrect description: "Six month tall clock signed
by Simon Willard." (Actually, there is no such signature.) Husher and Welch seem
to have made the judgment to include the Waterhouse clock in a book devoted to
those undoubtedly made by Simon Willard on the shaky bases of unidentified
"family notes" and the prominence of Judge Peter Oliver. They also comment on
the similarity to the Locke Simon Willard tall-case clock. Willard had indeed placed
inside the case of some of his tall-case clocks an undated advertisement describing
"clocks that will run one year, with once winding up, with very elegant cases, price
100 dollars." 7
We became interested in this minor enigma a year or so ago, when one of us, in
Manhattan, had a conversation with William Doyle, an antique dealer who now
4

l

Alexander G. Macomber to [Reginald Fitz], 17 October
1950, two-page autograph letter in folder "Artistic and
Memorial Objects, Clock-Waterhouse."
Fitz's letters are in the folder "Artistic and Memorial
Objects, Clock-Waterhouse."
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R. W. Husher and W. W. Welch, A Study ef Simon
Willard'sClocks(Nahant, Mass.: Privately Printed, 1980),
229-37.
Ibid.
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owns Dr. Locke's Simon Willard clock. Mr. Doyle believed that the Harvard
Medical School owned the mate to his unique clock, that the Harvard clock was
therefore also a rarity, and as such was exceedingly valuable. That this might be the
case was confirmed by a recent newspaper item detailing that a Simon Willard tallcase clock had recently been sold for more than $400,000. 8 It was thus of some
consequence to discover, if one could, the maker of the Waterhouse clock. If the
Willard connection could be proved, perhaps the clock should be moved from the
Faculty Room to Fort Knox, to await a rainy day.
An investigation, which included the Waterhouse papers at the Countway Library, seems now to have clarified this matter.
Peter Oliver, the donor of the clock to Benjamin Waterhouse, was born in 1713,
to a well-to-do Boston family, attended Harvard College, where he got into
trouble for stealing a goose and a turkey, and in the mid-174os established a successful ironworks in Middleborough, Mass. Although without legal training, he
was appointed to a succession of judgeships, ending in 1772 with the position of
Chief Justice of the Superior Court. A staunch Loyalist, he became exceedingly
unpopular with the activists of the time, and finally in March 1776 was forced to
flee with the British troops evacuating Boston by ship. He settled in Birmingham,
England, in 1778, and died in 1791. 9 Judge Peter Oliver had three children, the
youngest of whom was Andrew Oliver, born in 1746, who was married in 1769 to
Phebe Spooner. Andrew Oliver died in Middleborough in 1772, having been
married for only three years, but in that interval he fathered three children. The
eldest of the three, Elizabeth, was born in 1769, and was brought up in the Boston
area by her widowed mother. In 1788, she was married in Roxbury to Benjamin
Waterhouse, born in 1754, who had been educated initially in Newport, Rhode
Island, later in London under Dr. John Fothergill, and in Edinburgh, ending with
an M.D. degree from Leyden in 1780.rn
Judge Peter Oliver was ill in Birmingham in 1788, and did not attend the wedding of his granddaughter. Indeed, he never returned to Massachusetts after his
flight in 1776. Perhaps because the granddaughter, whom he called Betsy, had been
brought up without a father and because he felt particularly responsible as a grandfather in absentia,Judge Oliver seems to have extended himself to send presents to
the newlyweds. Two letters from Judge Oliver to his new grandson-in-law, which
have been found in the Waterhouse papers at the Countway Library, illustrate
clearly his intentions.
The first is addressed to "Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse, Cambridge near to Boston, New England, care of the Mentor Capt. Snow":
II

Birmingham April 24th, 1789
Dear Sir!
I received letters from you & Betsy, Mrs. Russell & Daniel, by Dr. Loyd-I
am
obliged to you all, & should have answered each before, but a turn of the Sciatica,

8 Boston Globe, 21 July 1991, p. So.
9
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"Peter Oliver," in C. K. Shipton, Sibley's Harvard Graduates, vol. 8: Biographical Sketches of Those Who Attended Harvard College in the Classes 1726--1730 (Boston:
Massachusetts Historical Society, 1951), 737-63.
T. Spooner, Records ef William Spooner of Plymouth, Massachusetts and His Descendants (Cincinnati: F. W. Freeman

11

Press, 1883), 1: 425-27; and W. G. David, The Ancestry
of Joseph Waterhouse, 1754-1837 of Standish, Maine (Portland, Maine: Anthoensen Press, 1949), 23-25.
Peter Oliver to Benjamin Waterhouse, 24 April 1789 and
3 February 1790, Waterhouse Papers, the Francis A.
Countway Library of Medicine.
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which I have not had for forty years past, hath prevented my writing untill now;
and cannot, as yet, answer the others, but hope to write soon.
I wish much to see my old friend Dr. Loyd, 12 but fear I shall not, as I cannot go to
London - I have sent to invite him to see Birmingham, but I fear also that he will
not come here-it
is but about eighteen hours ride.
You mention Mr. T - ; he had better not have mentioned the salary affair to you,
for he too much betrayed the confidence I placed in him, to do him any servicer wish to drop the affair.
Tell my dear Betsy, I will send her knives & forks as soon as I can, as also the
elogium which I mislaid- I have a clock making for you, which I hope you will
have this summer-I
design it for a good one, & it will go a twelve-month with
once winding up; so that if you have not bought, you will desist.
I have but just now heard of this opportunity so have only time to tell you all that
I expect to write more fully soon -my love to you all correspondents,
and to Betsy's
mother-respects
to all inquiring friends.
I am dear Sir!
your friend
Peter Oliver
Dr. Benj. Waterhouse.

The second relevant letter from Judge Oliver to Dr. Waterhouse is a long one,
which reads in part as follows:
Birmingham Feb. 3, 1790
Dear Sir!
Six or seven american letters staring a man in the face for categorical answers appear to me as formidable as a battery of cannon & mortars ready to pour out their
vengeance-however,
as I have listed in the forlorn hope, I hope to carry them
one by one with perseverance.
I first answer three of yours-that of August 26th wishes that Dr. Lloyd & I might
meet-it
would have given to me a particular pleasure to have met him, but a
rheumatic attack utterly prevented my going to London, & I suppose, distance or
business discouraged him.

And after several paragraphs, he went on to write:
Yours of Nov. 8th and 20th mention the receit of the clock- I was glad, you were
pleased with it; it will save you the trouble of winding once pr. week, & perhaps
forgetting your task of winding-it
takes but six feet to the floor from the top of
the weights, after wound up-the
device on the face I thought not amiss.

And later:
I am sorry that Betsy is so shy of asking for trifles- I send her a dozen of knives &
a dozen of forks to match her dissert knives, as also a carving knife & fork- I remember that you had oysters in your river, & table knives are often spoiled by
using them in opening oysters; I therefore send you six oyster knives-give Philip
one of them to open his Plimouth oysters; I also send him a knife & fork to eat
them with - The construction is curious, & I have sent it open, so that you will
see the grooves, & then it slides into place & slides back to open - Miss Clarke
12

Oliver refers here to James Lloyd, a physician of Boston,
who, being a Loyalist, spent the years of the American

Revolution living in England.

The WaterhouseClock

sends to him two neck-kerchiefs, & my son, the Doctor, sends to him two pair of
buckles; all for a new years gift.

From these two letters, one can make certain deductions. First, Judge Oliver was
a generous grandfather and grandfather-in-law, and enjoyed giving presents. Second, he was living in Birmingham and was too ill to travel to London. (Indeed, he
died the year after the second letter was written.) Therefore, his presents most likely
originated in or were bought in Birmingham. Third, he was well informed
regarding the clock, writing "I design it for a good one," knew its height and the
scene painted on the dial. Such familiarity indicates that he had purchased the clock
from a clockmaker in Birmingham, rather than that he purchased it unseen from
London, or from a clockmaker in the United States. There were several
clockmakers in Birmingham in the period, and R. J. Hetherington of the City
Museum and Art Gallery of that city suggested in 19 5 r to Dr. Fitz that the firm of
William and Caleb Nicholas may have made the clock. 13
Additional confirmation of the English origin of the Waterhouse clock, and also
evidence of its role as a model for Dr. Locke's and other Simon Willard one-year
tall-case versions, is to be found in several news items in the Boston press of the day.
The MassachusettsMagazine of May 1792 (vol. 4, no. 5), has the following item
under "Domestick Chronicle": "A clock has been finished by an ingenious artist
of Roxbury, of no more than the common height and size of an eight day clock,
which will go a year with one winding up." Simon Willard's clockmaking shop
was in Roxbury.
On the front page of the ColumbianCentinelof 13January 1798 is a similar message:
Mr. Russell:
I observed in your last paper, high encomiums on an ingenious Mechanic in
Dedham. I doubt not his merit, and hope he will be rewarded and patronized. But
we ought to remember that we have some others who do the country equal credit,
such as Mr. Pope, who made the Orrery, and Mr. Willard of Roxbury, who contrived a clock to run a whole year without winding up. These are specimens of ingenuity that ought to be remembered likewise Gan. IO).
Justice

This letter brought the following rejoinder in the issue of 17 January 1798 (p. 2):
Mr. Russell,
I observed in your last papers, some little difficulty respecting determining the
degree of credit which some of our ingenious mechanics merit, as it concerns the
invention of certain pieces of machinery. One piece speaks of Mr. Willard of
Roxbury "who contriveda clock, to run a whole year without oncewinding up". - Now
the fact is, Mr. Willard, although a very ingenious artist, did not contrivethat clock,
but copied it from one in the possession ofDr. Waterhouse, of Cambridge, which
he imported a few years ago from England; which the Doctor permitted him to
inspect for that purpose. It ought to be mentioned that Mr. Willard never pretended that he was the inventor, but always acknowledged and mentioned the
original he took it from. To have made such a one, after a few inspections, does
credit to his ingenuity.
Fact
13

R. J. Hetherington to Reginald Fitz, typescript letter, 23
February 1951, in folder "Artistic and Memorial Objects,
Clock-Waterhouse."
According to Hetherington,

Caleb worked from 1787 to 1818, and William from
1785 to 1841.
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Dr. Waterhouse, of course, did not import the clock from England; it was sent to
him from England as a gift, but otherwise "Fact" seems to have been well informed.
That the early American artisans should have often copied their British counterparts is not surprising, as for some time the latter possessed superior experience and
sophistication in design and artistry, and set the style in fashion. F. A. B. Ward of
the Science Museum of London wrote in 1985, "In colonial days the domestic
clocks found in America bore close resemblance to their European counterparts,
particularly the English long-case clock." 14 Husher and Welch in their book on
Simon Willard, referred to above, stated that Willard often copied the work of
others, and that "we have no doubt that by 1790 Simon could duplicate English
eight day, musical and one year movements ifhe wanted to." 15
The sum of the evidence from Judge Peter Oliver's two letters of 1789 and 1790
to Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse, and from the newspaper items of 1798, adds up to a
reasonable and convincing understanding of the origin of the tall-case clock now
ticking comfortably in a corner of the Faculty Room of the Harvard Medical
School. The clock was a present from Judge Peter Oliver to his new grandson-inlaw, Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse. It was made not by Simon Willard of Roxbury
but by a clockmaker in Birmingham, England, in the spring of 1789, and was
shipped across the Atlantic, Waterhouse receiving it about the first week of November. It was set up in Waterhouse's house in Cambridge, and being unusual and
doubtless the only one in the Boston area so designed, came to the notice of and
was soon seen by the talented clockmaker Simon Willard, of nearby Roxbury.
Willard completed a copy first in 1792, and probably made only a few such reproductions, which, with the special feature of requiring winding only once a year,
were decidedly expensive for the time.
The Medical School's English Waterhouse clock, contemporary with those of
Simon Willard, is distinctive for its remarkably documented history, for its being a
gift to the first Hersey Professor, for its role as a unique model for Simon Willard's
own one-year tall-case clocks, and for its continued service as a handsome, reliable
timekeeper after the passage of more than two hundred years.

1

4 F. A. B. Ward, "Clocks," in EncyclopediaAmericana
(Danbury, Conn.: Grolier, 1985), 8:92.

1

5 Husher and Welch, Simon Willard's Clocks, 219.
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Reading in Revolutionary Times:
Book Borrowing from the
Harvard College Library, 1773-1782
Mark Olsen and Louis-GeorgesHarvey

INTRODUCTION

I

n the past several years, the methods and approaches associated with the French
school of histoiredu livrehave had a significant impact on American scholarship.
Prompted by French research, American historians have begun to consider all aspects of the book's production and distribution. 1 One important area of study that
has developed has been the diffusion of print culture in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. On the distribution side, the field addresses the important question of cultural communication networks in past societies. Indeed, it considers how
the book moved from the author, through the publisher, to the distributor, and
finally on to the reader through either the bookseller or the library. This whole
process is part of what Robert Darnton has called the communications circuit: a
network related to the production and diffusion of print which was no less important to the process of cultural communication in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries than the networks that instantaneously link the world together in the
electronic age. 2 Our study of the borrowing patterns from the Harvard College
Library examines a very specific link in the communications circuit: the crucial tie
between book and reader which is established through the library.
This research is in the initial stage of what we expect to be an examination of
book borrowing from Harvard for a period of over a century. In this first stage we
are examining the years 1773 to 1800. The primary source of information is the
library's charge records which list the names of borrowers, the title of the book
borrowed, and the date of the loan. The library's users included, of course, undergraduates attending the University as well as members of the administration and

1

The authors thank Elizabeth Rega, who patiently and accurately coded the charge records, and the Council for
Library Resources and the Centre for Information and
Language Studies for grants supporting this project. A
previous version of this paper was presented to the Joint
Conference of the Association for Literary and Linguistic
Computing and the Association for Computing in the
Humanities, Oxford, England, April 1992.
See L.-G. Harvey, "Writing the History of Readers:
Histoire du livre and the Social History of Ideas in
America," in Daniel Woolf, ed., Intellectual History: New

2

Perspectives,vol. 6 of journal of History and Politics (Lewiston, 1989). Recent studies in American history include
Richard Brown, Knowledge Is Power: The Diffusion of Information in Early America, 1700-1865 (Oxford, 1989), and
William Gilmore, Reading Becomes a Necessity of Life:
Material and Cultural Llfe in Rural New England, 1780-1835
(Knoxville, 1989).
Robert Darnton, "What Is the History of Books?" in
K. E. Carpenter, ed., Books and Society in History (New
York, 1983), 5.
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faculty. They also included, however, prominent members of the New England
elite, among them members of the Massachusetts state legislature, members of the
state judiciary, and Congregational clergy from the area immediately surrounding
Cambridge and Boston. Among the names one finds in the circulation registers are
those of such notables as John Hancock and George Bancroft. The information in
the registers provides valuable insights into the diffusion of print in New England
through a period which encompasses the era of the American Revolution, the
adoption of the Constitution, the advent of the French Revolution, and the high
point of Federalism in New England. It also tells us much about the social and
cultural role of the largest institutional library in the United States during the period studied.
The methodology used in the Harvard Readers Project was developed while
studying similar records of a Canadian library, those of the lnstitut-canadien de
Montreal.3 This project has resulted in the accumulation of 28,000 cases of book
borrowing by more than 1,500 individuals spanning a thirty-year period during
the nineteenth century. Both studies have required development of techniques to
manage inexact data such as book titles and names written by hand in daily journals, linkage to census and bibliographic data, and resolution of complex data collection issues such as management of dynamic coding schemes. 4
HARVARD

Opposite:A page, reproducedat actual
size,from the 1790 Catalogus, which
containeda total of9,800 entries.(Harvard University Archives)

AND ITS LIBRARY

COLLEGE

The Library of Harvard College was founded two years after the college in 1638
when the Reverend John Harvard died leaving half of his estate and all his books,
numbering about 400 volumes, to the school. The library grew slowly during the
seventeenth century, largely owing to gifts from wealthy benefactors, frequently
still residing in Great Britain. John Lightfoot, Vice Chancellor of the University of
Cambridge, bequeathed his library to the College. 5 The Hollis family of London
was also particularly generous to the College during most of the eighteenth century. By the middle of the eighteenth century, the Library of Harvard College was
the most important in the colonies.
The Harvard College Library was rebuilt following a disastrous fire which destroyed old Harvard Hall on 26 January 1764. Nearly 5,000 volumes were consumed in the blaze, as was scientific equipment, along with personal belongings of
students. Only about 400 volumes, on loan at the time or else not yet unpacked,
escaped the destruction. Rebuilding the library was remarkably rapid. Two years
later, the library held some 4,350 volumes, and estimates place the number at 6,600
in 177 3. The vast majority of these books were donated by friends of Harvard in
the colonies as well as in Great Britain. By 1790, Harvard College owned some
12,000 volumes, reclaiming its place as the largest college library in the United
States. Harvard held some 9,300 (1790) titles while Yale and Brown published catalogs of 1,500 (1791) and 1,200 (1793) titles respectively. 6
J

Mark Olsen and L.-G. Harvey, "La circulation des volumes de l'Institut-canadien de Montreal, 1866-1876,"
Histoiresociale-Social History 37 (1986): 139-60, and "A
Quantitative Study of Book Circulation: The Library of
the Institut-canadien de Montreal," HistoricalMethods 18
(1865): 97-103. See also L.-G. Harvey, "Books and Culture in French Canada: The Library of the lnstitutCanadien de Montreal, 1852-1880," Pn'marySourcesand
Original Works I (1991): 153-74.

4

5

6

Mark Olsen, "Theory and Applications oflnexact Pattern
Matching: A Discussion of the PF474 String Co-processor," Computers and the Humanities 22 (1988): 203-15.
A. C. Potter, The Library of Harvard University (Cambridge, Mass., 1934), 12-13.
These figures are taken from Joe Kraus, "The Book Collections of Early American College Libraries," Library
Quarterly 43 (1973): 142-59.
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The fire and subsequent reorganization of the library prompted changes in its
administration which opened its use in new, if to twentieth-century eyes still restrictive, ways. Junior and senior sophisters could borrow books from the library,
lending periods were extended to six weeks, and the librarian was required to keep
the room open and heated every Wednesday so that students could have access to
noncirculating volumes. The Regulations of 1765 also ordered the creation of a
second, smaller library "for the more Common use of the college." Specifically,
duplicate books were to be housed in the student library within some limits. The
secondary collection included about 800 volumes in 177 3, forming a collection
"better adapted" to the use of "Younger Students," stressing classical authors and
works in the vernacular "belonging to the general culture of the mind" but not
including volumes in daily use at the College.7
The holdings of both libraries at Harvard College reflect the religious and traditional orientation of the college. In his analysis of the 1790 CatalogusBibliothecae
HarvardianaeCantbrigiaeNov-Anglorum,8 Joe Kraus notes that theological works
comprised almost half (49 percent) of the titles in the Harvard collection. 9 History,
according to Kraus, comprised 12 percent of the collection, literature IO percent,
science 9 percent, and government accounted for 4 percent of the holdings in 1790.
Kraus' other categories-philosophy,
law, geography, biography, arts, and commerce-comprised
3 percent or less of the collection. Kraus notes that the collection was surprisingly modern, with nearly 70 percent of the titles published in the
eighteenth century and 23 percent published in the seventeenth century. The
majority of books (73 percent) were English language titles followed by Latin (19
percent) and French (3 percent). This general breakdown of subject matter was
also followed in the "student library" as indicated in its catalog of 177 3. Surprisingly, the proportion of theological works is smaller (30 percent) in the student
library than in the whole collection (indicated in 1790) and that of historical works
greater (19 percent). 10
Although Kraus' conclusions are incontestable, they reflect his categorization of
the library's holdings. Table l shows the breakdown of titles according to the seventy categories used in the 1790 Catalogus.Contemporary categories are important
since they show how knowledge was organized in the minds of scholars and allow
for a more detailed comparison of the holdings and circulation of the collection.
The catalog is divided into two sections, one dealing with distinct volumes and the
second (tractus)listing the holdings of tracts or pamphlets bound in volumes. Theology is by far the most dominant feature of the holdings, representing 42 percent
of the titles in the collection (14.7 percent of distinct volumes and 27.3 percent of
tracts). Many of these works were the sermons of Puritan preachers and surveys of
the history of the church and recent controversies and schisms. The collection
stressed Latin classics and antiquities, as well as various kinds of history, law, biography and natural science. Ten percent of the collection is labelled miscellaneous.

7

8

Cited in Joe Kraus, "The Harvard Undergraduate Library of 1773," Collegeand ResearchLibraries22 (1961):
248.
The Cataloguswas published in Boston in 1790. It is reproduced on microfiche, with a small sample of the
circulation registers, in The Harvard UniversityLibrary:A

9

10

DocumentaryHistory, ed. K. E. Carpenter (Bethesda, Md.:
University Publications of America, 1990).
These figures are taken from Kraus, "Book Collections,"
151-52.
These figures are taken from Kraus, "Harvard Undergraduate Library," 248-49.
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TABLE I

Holdings of the Harvard College Library, r 790
Contemporary Classifications
CATEGORY

FREQ.

PCT,

o I Agriculture
02 Alegbta
03 Anatomy
04 Antiquities
o 5 Architecture

18
8
31
199

.19
.08
.34
2.20

IO

.II

27

.29
.58
3.44
.96
1.99
.24
.18
.32
.48
.35
.21
.17
1.34
.77
.49
.23
.21
.88
,12
2.83
1.37
.42
.55
1.07
.27
.19
I.12
I.38
.23
.26

06
07
08
09

Arts

Astronomy
Greek Latin Authors
Bible
IO Biography
11 Botany
12 Catalogi
13 .Chartea
14 Chronology
I 5 . Chemistry Metal
16 Commerce
I 7 Concordances
18 Critica sacra
19 Ancient scriptures
20 Ethics
21 Geography
22 Geometry
23 Grammar
24 Heraldry
25 History Civil
26 Ancient Church History
27 Ancient Jewish
28 Natural History
29 Travel
30 Civil Law
3 r Church Law
32 Municipal Law
33 Natural Law
34 Periodicals
35 Logic

53
311
87
180
22
17
29
44
32
19
16
121
70
45
21
19
80
II

256
124
38
50
97
25
18
102
125
21

24

CATEGORY

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
6I
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

FREQ.

PCT.

Manuscripts
.15
14
21
Materia medica
.23
.81
Mathematics
74
Metaphysics
70
.77
Medicine Surgery
207 2.29
Misc
626 6.93
Music
II
.12
Mythology
.07
7
Numismatics
48
.53
12
Dramatic Works
.13
Rabbinical Lit
70
.77
60
.66
Philology
Physics natural phil
.96
87
128 1.41
Poetry
Res politicae
97 1.07
Rhetoric
30
.33
Learned Societies
20
.22
Theology
1334 14.77
Vocabulary
IOO
I.IO
.26
Biographic tracts
24
Ancient tracts
.28
26
Commerce tracts
.48
44
Ecclesiastic tracts
.59
54
History tracts
.42
38
Math physics tracts
.27
25
Medicine tracts
40
.44
Misc tracts
362 4.00
Moral/Metaphysics tracts 24
.26
Numismatics tracts
.07
7
Philology tracts
66
.73
Poetry tracts
.87
79
Political tracts
305 3.37
Theological tracts
2469 27.34
Addenda
I.09
99

Source: CatalogusBibliothecae
Han>ardianae
CantbrigiaeNov-Anglornm(1790).
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There were numerous works (300) of English history in the collection as well as
volumes covering the history of Europe and North America. Although the collection was primarily oriented toward the study of theology and history, the holdings
did reflect more contemporary concerns, as indicated by the political tracts found
in the library (305, or 3.4 percent). The titles in this category included tracts such
as The presentstate of libertyin GreatBritain and her colonies(London, 1769) and Noah
Webster's SketchesefAmericanpolicy (Hartford, 1785).II
CHARGE

RECORDS

The eighteenth-century registers, all in the University Archives, 12 list the names of
borrowers on separate pages, and occasionally two to a page. Below the name of
the borrower is a list of the books borrowed for the given academic year covered
by the register. The records also list the date the book was taken out and the date it
was returned, as well as the author and the title of the work in question. The charge
records are organized by academic standing, with students appearing in volumes by
year. Faculty, tutors, and overseers were listed in separate volumes which included
other borrowers, usually local clergy or government officials. Borrowers in the "faculty" charge records are organized within each volume of the registers according to
their academic rank, with external borrowers appearing last. The occupation and
address of external borrowers are also frequently indicated. The library catalog published in 1790, CatalogusBibliothecaeHarvardianaeCantbrigiaeNov-Anglorum (hereafter referred to as Catalogus),serves as control for bibliographic entries.
The first stage of this project is to take a complete record of the loans recorded
in the "faculty" charge records, from 1773 to 1800. The second will be to take a
sample of the more extensive student records. The preliminary results presented in
this paper are based on the 1,770 loans from 1773 through 1782 to "overseers, tutors
and others."
The data contained in these registers is being coded into a series oflinked ASCII
files. Analysis is being performed using a combination of UNIX tools and
SPSS-PC. Each book charge is recorded with information concerning the borrower, borrower occupation and academic status, source location, author, title, and
date of charge (returns are not systematically indicated except that the charge record
is crossed out). Author, title, occupation, and borrower codes are linked to files
containing further information. This technique allows us to generate codebooks as
data proceeds, saving the step of entering the entire Catalogusbefore coding. Each
title is assigned a unique code in a copy of the Catalogusand is entered into the

11

At this early state in the research we are using the categories of the Catalogusin our analysis. The classification
of collections for analysis remains, however, one of the
thorniest issues in the field of library history. Various
practitioners of book history have developed systems for
organizing collections from different eras. The most famous of these is perhaps the Furet-Roche system designed for a study of libraries of the anden regime. More
recently, some historians have argued that the analysis of
nineteenth-century
libraries might be better served by
the original Dewey decimal system. On the various options and on the question of classification in general, see
Fran~ois Furet, "La librairie du royaume de France," in

12

his Livre et sodete dans la France du XVJIJe siecle (Paris,
1965), 14-17; Y. Lamonde, "La bibliotheque de l'Institut
canadien de Montreal (1852-1876): Pour une analyse
multidimensionelle," Revue d'histoirede l'Ameriquefral'I{aise
41 (1988): 33 5--61; Y. Lamonde, "A Universal Classification for the Study of Nineteenth-Century
Booksellers,"
Librariesand Culture 24 (1988): 158--<17;Harvey and Olsen,
"Circulation des volumes," 157.
Harvard University Archives, Library Charging Records,
"Overseers, tutors and others,"
1 v., 1773--1782
(UA Ill.50.60VT), reproduced in The Harvard University
Library, ed. K. E. Carpenter.
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TABLE

2

Harvard College Library
Circulation and Number of Borrowers, 1773-1782
YEAR

LOANS

1773

224
328
149
175
159
I29

1774
1775
1776
1777
1778
1779
1780
1781
1782

115

169
206
116

BORROWERS

36
38

31
:21

24
19
19
21

31
21

Source: HUL, Charging Records, I773-178;2.

database when it is borrowed. Authors and borrowers are assigned numeric codes
as they are encountered. All data entry is performed on MS-DOS computers using
an ASCII editor. 13
UsE

OF THE LIBRARY

The use of the Harvard College Library fell during the Revolution. The hundred
borrowers included in the records of nonstudents from 1773 to 1782 reduced their
use of the library from a high of 328 loans in 1774 to a low of 115 in 1779 (see
Table 2), totalling 1,770 loans for the period. This seems to have come from a reduction of the number of borrowers, which fell from a high of 38 in 1774 to 19 in
1778 and 1779. That the library was used at all seems remarkable, since the collection was moved when the College was used to house troops in 1775 to Andover
by order of the Provincial Congress. During the next three years, the collection
was scattered to other towns, including Concord, for safekeeping. In May 1778,
the library was finally returned to Cambridge. 14
The library served its clientele, as well as the local authorities, in both practical
and educational matters. In this vein it may actually have been a resource for rebellious colonists. The last page of the register includes the following entry for 3 February 1775: "Received of the Librarian by order of the Provincial Congress,
Muller's Treatiseon Gunnery." The same volume was borrowed again in April by
one Abraham Watson, by order of the Congress, who returned it four years later,
after the fighting had died down in the northeast. Other volumes borrowed offered practical advice on more mundane matters. For example, in 1775 Tutor
Smith borrowed Robert Smith's Directoryfor taking alive and destroyingrats and other
vermin. It would also seem that certain members of the faculty were concerned
1J

This method was selected over using a relational database
package for three reasons: 1) UNIX provides full relational operators while retaining a simple file structure; 2)
we anticipate using nominal record linkage and similarity

'4

processing techniques to reduce data redundancy, which
will be run under UNIX; and 3) the final target application is a statistical package rather than a database.
Potter, Library of Harvard University, 17.
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TABLE

3

Harvard College Library

Circulation by Occupation of Borrowers, 1773-1782
FREQUENCY

OccuPATIDN

PERCENTAGE

Actual

tutor
professor
librarian
president college
college treasurer

440
233

Corrected

37
5

24.9
13.2
3.7
2.I
.3

40.7
21.5
6.I
3.4
.4

clergy
judge
physician
govetnor

247
27
23
3

14.0
I.5
I.3
.2

22.8
2.5
2.I
.3

unknown

689

38.9

66

Source: HUL, Charging Records, 1773-1782.

about their own health, borrowing Tissot's Essay on the diseasesincidentalto literary
and sedentarypersons.More typical use of the library, however, was recorded in a
receipt signed by J. Heale in 1782, a tutor, though this is not indicated: "Received
from the Library eight copies of Reid on the Mind for the use of the Students in
reciting for which I promise to account to the Corporation in as good order as
received." Similarly, a number of volumes were borrowed to be placed "in the
Philosophy Chamber."
As indicated in Table 3, faculty, administrators, and tutors were the most frequent patrons of the library, within the group examined. Indeed, the librarian,
James Winthrop, borrowed 66 titles from his library, and Samuel Langdon, the
president, borrowed 37. The heaviest user during the period was Professor Edward Wigglesworth, who borrowed 120 titles in our ten-year period. Tutors and
professors made up some 39 percent of the loans. It would seem that outside borrowers made up about half of the library's clientele based on the number of titles
borrowed. Although the profession of many of these borrowers is not indicated in
the registers, they were probably not employed by the College. Subject to further
research to identify these individuals, they were, in all likelihood, local notables
who are referred to as "Sir" in the circulation registers. Some of the external borrowers were referred to as "Mr." rather than "Sir." Of those external borrowers
who were identified, the clergy made the most frequent use of the library, with
judges and doctors ranking a distant second and third. Both the clergy and professionals, it should be noted, held close ties to the college. Dr. Warner, for example,
borrowed several volumes on surgery in 1782 "on behalf of the Massachusetts
Medical Society," which was affiliated with the University. Thus, the college library was an important resource to the local community as well as to the students
and faculty of Harvard.
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The circulation of books from the Harvard library within this elite group provides some clues to its place in the information networks oflate-eighteenth-century New England. The reconstituted borrowing patterns cannot, however,
provide a complete picture of this group's reading habits. As Richard Brown has
noted, professionals and clergymen actively sought to amass personal libraries,
which contributed to their prestige and standing in communities where they held
a quasi-monopoly in academic training. These individuals, in turn, helped diffuse
knowledge to their communities. Clearly, then, many of the books that were not
borrowed from the Harvard library might have been more commonly owned by
this group of patrons. Brown's study and others also underline the importance of
the Harvard connection in the communication networks of the period. On one
level, this network enhanced the elite's ability to acquire books through purchase
from selected booksellers and through personal contacts. 15
Still, books were a relatively expensive commodity in our period and, even for
those who could afford them, some foreign works were particularly difficult to
obtain. The disruption of trade with Great Britain during the Revolution complicated matters even further. In this context the use of the Harvard library by elite
members of the community can be better appreciated. The library's impressive
collection provided access to books that were both difficult and expensive to obtain, and in this way it no doubt helped to supplement the personal libraries of the
clergy and other professionals. One might speculate that this ancillary role was of
particular use to young professionals whose book buying budgets were restrained.
In this sense the library as a resource was part of the communication network described by Brown. Indeed, pilgrimages to Cambridge by the clergy and professionals with a Harvard connection-described
in Brown's book-may
well have
included a visit not only to the town's booksellers, but also to the college's library. 16
The circulation of volumes from the library shows interesting divergences from
its holdings. As shown in Table 4, tracts or pamphlets did not circulate nearly as
frequently as volumes. This might be due to restrictions of policy, though this is
unlikely as some tracts were borrowed during our period, or might simply indicate
that readers did not borrow ephemeral material. Certain categories were not borrowed at all during the period, including architecture, botany, heraldry, mythology, and numerous kinds of tracts including commercial and biographical
pamphlets. The most significant differences between the holdings and circulation
occur in theological works, which account for 14.1 percent of holdings and 22.1
percent of circulation. 17 Similar increases are seen in civil history (2.8 and rn.5
percent) and periodical literature (2 and 6.4 percent). Political tracts do not show
any significant circulation, with only three pamphlets being borrowed during the
years of the Revolution, these being The art of governing(London, 1722), Liberty
and necessity(London, 174 7), and The presentstate ofLiberty in Great Britain and her
colonies(London, 1769).
Interest in the history and institutions of England was an important element of
the borrowing from the library during the Revolution. The most frequently
borrowed volume, as shown in Table 5, was David Hume's History ofEngland,
15

Brown, Knowledgels Power, chaps. 3, 4, and 8. On the
activities of one bookseller who catered to clients with a
Harvard connection, albeit in an earlier period, see Elizabeth Carroll Reilly, "The Wages of Piety: The Boston
Book Trade of Jeremy Condy," in William Joyce et al.,
eds., Printing and Society in Early America (Worcester,

r6
'7

Mass., 1983), 83-13 r.
Brown, KnowledgeIs Power,70.
Theological tracts, which made up 27 percent of the collection, accounted for less than l percent of total
circulation.
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TABLE

4

Harvard College Library
Circulation by Category, 1773-1782
CATEGORY

Agriculture
Alegbra
Anatomy
Antiquities
Arts

Astronomy
Greek Latin Authors
Bible
Biography
Catalogi
Chronology
Chemistry Metal
Concordances
Critica sacra
Ethics
Geography
Geometry
Grammar
History Civil
Ancient Church History
Ancient Jewish
Natural History
Travel
Civil Law
Municipal Law
Natural Law

FRQ. PcT.

2
6
7
7
15
22
62

.4
.4
.4
.9
1.4
3.9

I

.I

39

2.4

I

.I

I

.l

16
2
36
21
4

1.0

2.2
1.3
.2

I

.I

IO

168
29
23
19
67
II

56
43

.I

.I

.6
10.5
1.8

1.4
1.2
4.2
.7
3.5
2.7

CATEGORY

FRQ.

PCT.

Periodicals
Logic
Materia medica
Mathematics
Metaphysics
Medicine Surgery
Misc
Music
Numismatics
Dramatic Works
Rabbinical Lit
Philology
Physics natural phil
Poetry
Res politicae
Rhetoric
Learned Societies
Theology
Vocabulary
Misc tracts
Moral/Metaphysics tracts
Philology tracts
Poetry tracts
Political tracts
Theological tracts

102
2
6
9
56
46
140

6.4
.I

.4
.6
3.5
2.9
8.7

I

.I

I

.I

12

.7

I

.I

12

.7

59

3.7
3.9
.6
.2
1.4
22.I
.7

62
9
4
23
354
I2

3

.2

I

.I

I

.I
.I

l

3

15

.2
.9

Source: HUL, Charging Records, 1773-1782; CatalogusBibliothecae
Harvartlianae
CantbrigiaeNov-Anglorum(1790).

followed by histories of England by Oliver Goldsmith (5th most frequently borrowed volume), Catherine Macaulay (uth), and William Blackstone's Commentary on the laws cifEngland (21st). Other volumes dealing with Great Britain among
the fifty most borrowed titles include William Robertson's histories of Scotland
and Charles V, Littleton's life of Henry II, and Martin's PhilosophiaBritannica.It is
important to note that English political culture is represented in the most frequently
borrowed authors by Bolingbroke, the Jacobite politician, philosopher, and writer
who "decried the corruption" and "incipient autocracy" of Walpole's administration. 18 Equally well represented were English literary figures, such as Pope and
Shakespeare.
18

Bernard Bailyn, The Ideological Origins of the American
Revolution (Cambridge, Mass., 1967), 39. Bailyn notes (p.
53) that Bolingbroke's influence in the colonies was

important even to the point of borrowing his arguments,
slogans, and figures of speech.
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Thirty-nine of the fifty most borrowed titles were published in London. Of the
remaining eleven, six do not have publication location indicated, two were published
in Edinburgh, one each at Oxford and Cambridge, and one in Paris. The vast majority of all the titles borrowed during the Revolution (5 IO of 719) were published
in London, followed by 9 3 publication locations which were unidentified, Paris (l 7
titles), and Edinburgh (15). Very few of the volumes borrowed during the Revolution were published in the colonies, with Boston leading with five titles, including Thomas Hutchinson's History of Massachusetts-Bayand Jonathan Mayhew's
Christiansobriety,in eightsermonsto young men and ... peifectionsof the divinegoodness.
The cultural connections to England were not, and probably could not be, significantly impaired by the Revolutionary War. Although British books became more
difficult to obtain through purchase, they remained a valued cultural source for the
borrowers of Harvard even through the most difficult of political upheavals. 19
The borrowing patterns of the patrons of the Harvard College Library also seem
to indicate that the European Enlightenment had a limited impact on its users in
our period. This is particularly true of the French Enlightenment, whose greatest
authors and works were all but unread. 20 The translation ofRousseau's Contratsocial
was borrowed only once, the works of Montesquieu were borrowed four times,
Mably's work on the Romans was borrowed once, and Fenelon's Aventures de
Telemaquecirculated twice. Only the astronomer Lalande and Voltaire seem to have
attracted significant attention among the readers at Harvard. The translation of
Voltaire's Essai sur l 'histoiregenerale et sur les moeurset l 'espritdes nationsas the State ef
Europe was one of the most popular works in the Harvard collection during our
period, fitting within the borrowers' considerable interest in European history.
Notable for their absence are works by Diderot, d' Alembert, Helvetius, and other
important French Enlightenment philosophers as well as the more controversial
works ofVoltaire.
Far more important are the works of the Scottish Enlightenment. As shown in
Table 6, David Hume was the most popular author among borrowers from Harvard. In addition to his History of England, his Essays and Treatiseon Human Nature
were consulted by Harvard readers. We have seen that Thomas Reid's Enquiry into
the Human Mind was borrowed for class reading by Harvard tutors. It was also
borrowed ten times by faculty and tutors. The historian William Robertson was
also one of the most important authors in the Harvard collection, ranking as the
fourth most borrowed individual author during our period, while Adam Smith's
Theory efMoral Sentiments was borrowed eight times.
Harvard's readers showed considerable familiarity with English philosophical and
scientific work. Several of the works of Joseph Priestly were borrowed, including
his History and PresentState of Electricity(five times) and History and Vision, Light and
Colours(five loans), leaving him in the top fifteen authors borrowed from the library
(see Table 6). The popularizer of Newtonian physics, Benjamin Martin, was one
of the most frequently borrowed authors (12th, Table 6), whose most popular work,
Philosophia Britannica, is a two-volume discussion of Newtonian philosophy,
geography, and astronomy which appeared in 1747. Indeed, the Philosophical
19

David Lundberg and Henry May suggest that Revolutionary and postwar America represent "for obvious reasons something of a hiatus in colonial importation, sale,
and collection of European books"; see their "The Enlightened Reader in America," American Quarterly 28

(1976): 268.
20

Lundberg and May, "Enlightened Reader," 268-69, examining the holdings of American libraries, suggest that
Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Rayna! were all very popular during the period from the Revolution to I 790.
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Transactionsof the Royal Society was one of the top ten titles to be circulated from
the library.
While there was considerable borrowing of Scottish and English Enlightened
philosophy, history, and science, the readers also showed a strong taste for more
traditional religious fare. The second most frequently borrowed title was Philip
Doddridge's Family Expositor, a didactic commentary on the New Testament by
the indefatigable English nonconformist minister. The nonconforming theological
tastes of the Puritan tradition are clearly indicated by the orientation of many of the
most popular authors. Arthur Sykes (Table 6, 13th most borrowed author), Samuel
Bourne (15th), Edward Harwood (16th), George Benson (20th), Richard Price
(23rd), Thomas Scott (24th), John Taylor (26th), and John Leland (35th) were all
nonconformist ministers or Presbyterians. The theological collection of the College
library reflected a great diversity of opinion, including works by Anglican clergy,
which did not circulate as widely. There were, of course, some exceptions, such as
the third most popular individual author, John Jortin, who was an Anglican curate
writing church history, as well as popular Sennons and some works on literary
themes. On the whole, the nonconformist religious tradition of the College is
strongly indicated in the reading tastes of the faculty, tutors, and local notables.
Interest in Greek and Latin classics as well as classical antiquity was widespread
among Americans in this period, but is not as strongly indicated in book-borrowing patterns. Crevier's Roman Emperorswas one of the most popular titles in the
collection, being borrowed nineteen times. The only classical work to appear in
Table 5, the top fifty titles by circulation, was Gordon's translation of Tacitus,
which was borrowed seven times. The popularity of this work, however, can be
accounted for by Gordon's "discourses" which preceded the translation and drew
contemporary political lessons from Roman history. Indeed, as Bernard Bailyn has
pointed out, the American reading of the classics could be very selective. 21 Other
classical authors were borrowed relatively infrequently. Table 6 indicates that
Tacitus ranked twenty-fifth among most borrowed authors, works by Cicero
(43rd) and Plutarch (49th) were each borrowed eight times, and Demosthenes was
borrowed five times. This does not indicate that classical authors were unimportant to Harvard readers, for it is quite likely that the faculty and tutors of the College, as well as many of the external borrowers, owned works by these authors and
thus had no need to consult the library's collection.
The library's circulation patterns reinforce the notion that history was an important mode of knowledge in the colonies. The word "history" appears in one
seventh of the titles borrowed during the period 1773-82, compared with one in
twenty containing the word "sermon" and one in fifty containing "Christ" or
"Christian." Historical approaches were taken in every discipline, from theology
to optics. This suggests that the importance of philosophy or science in framing
knowledge was limited for the readers during our period, and that history continued to be a vital discourse in which scientific, philosophical, and theological arguments were framed. Appeals to the past were more important, if the content of
titles can be assessed in this fashion, than appeals to either reason or authority.
Moreover, the political biases of historians did not always seem to play a role in
their popularity. Indeed, the great influence of monarchist historians like Hume
and Voltaire on Harvard readers suggests that history was a field apart from poli21

Bailyn, IdeologicalOngins, 24, 42.
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tics. In this vein, Lundberg and May suggest that "a 'correct and graceful style'
could weigh heavily even in conjunction with deplorable opinions." 22
CONCLUSION

The circulation registers of Harvard College Library are a particularly rich source,
providing data on the impact of books and ideas on elite New Englanders during
the Revolutionary era. Our preliminary results indicate that the actual events of
the Revolutionary War had, in spite of the clear disruption of the daily routine of
the College and its library, a remarkably limited impact on the reading of its patrons. Indeed, the borrowing patterns of the Harvard readers indicate a strong continuity in the importance of British works. Given the makeup of the library, and
the difficulty and expense of acquiring foreign books, this finding is hardly surprising. Still, the limited circulation of works associated with the European Enlightenment suggests that their influence was very limited in this period. Works dealing
directly or indirectly with British history and politics were far more popular. Within
this group one should also note the importance of British works that spoke directly
to American political culture. These preliminary results certainly reinforce the notion, advanced by Bernard Bailyn and others, that authors such as Bolingbroke
were fundamental in shaping the ideological landscape of Revolutionary America,
and suggest that these authors continued to be read through the Revolution.
The borrowing patterns suggest two strains in the reading of Harvard patrons.
The library continued to supply a large number of theological tracts, sermons, and
exegetical works that were dominated by English and Scottish nonconformists,
falling well within the traditional mandate of the Puritan foundation of Harvard
College. The library held large numbers of theological works which were consulted regularly by professors, tutors, and other borrowers, including members of
the clergy. The library was also a source for works of the Scottish Enlightenment
and English scientific information. The importance of the Scottish Enlightenment
is interesting on two grounds: it suggests that the influence of French ideas in the
colonies may have been overestimated by some scholars, and it shows that Harvard Library's readers were aware of advanced, even radical, thought concerning
ethics, psychology, and metaphysics. The tension between the two poles of reading is clear, but it does not seem that religious considerations restricted the reading
of the College library's patrons. Although the results of this preliminary study cannot be conclusive, they may indicate the beginning of a shift in the nature of reading away from the traditional devotional model toward one more modern. They
may also reflect shifts in the curriculum of Harvard College toward a more modern model. 23
Accumulation of circulation data from 1782 until the end of the eighteenth century will allow us to examine the longer-term impact of the American Revolution
on Harvard reading habits and to test the degree to which events in France from
I 789 on changed the orientations of library use. We expect student records to
parallel the library use of faculty and tutors, though there is some anecdotal evidence to suggest that more radical reading material was consulted by Harvard students during the period of the French Revolution.

22

Lundberg
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On the changing curriculum of American universities in

and May, "Enlightened

Reader,"
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this period, see Russell B. Nye, The Cultural Life of the
New Nation (New York, 1960), 173-75.

