Foreword to "His lectures were poetry,
his teaching the music of the spheres:
Annie Adams Fields and Francis
Greenwood Peabody on Emerson's
'Natural history of the intellect'
university lectures at Harvard in 1870"
The Harvard community has made this
article openly available. Please share how
this access benefits you. Your story matters
Citation

Bosco, Ronald A. 1998. Foreword to "His lectures were poetry, his
teaching the music of the spheres: Annie Adams Fields and Francis
Greenwood Peabody on Emerson's 'Natural history of the intellect'
university lectures at Harvard in 1870". Harvard Library Bulletin 8
(2), Summer 1997: 5.

Citable link

http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:42667698

Terms of Use

This article was downloaded from Harvard University’s DASH
repository, and is made available under the terms and conditions
applicable to Other Posted Material, as set forth at http://
nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:dash.current.terms-ofuse#LAA

Emerson'sLectureson "Natural History efthe Intellect"

Foreword

T

he text of Annie Adams Fields's letter to Laura Winthrop Johnson (MS Am
1679) and the passage from Abba May (Abby) Alcott's journal quoted in the
Introduction (A 59 M-311 [2], folder 4) are printed with the permission of the
Houghton Library of Harvard University; texts of Emerson's unpublished lectures
and notebooks are quoted with the permission of the Ralph Waldo Emerson
Memorial Association and the Houghton Library; the text of Francis Greenwood
Peabody's notes of Emerson's lectures (HUC 8869.370, box 499) is printed with
the permission of the Harvard University Archives. Emerson's portrait (bMS Am
1280.235 [706.3D]) and the two pages from "Introductory: Praise of Mind" delivered at Harvard on 26 April 1870 (bMS Am 1280.212 [1], {5r}-{5v}) are reproduced with the permission of the Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial Association
and the Houghton Library; Annie Adams Fields's portrait and signed verse (Fields
Autograph File) are reproduced with the permission of the Houghton Library;
and Francis Greenwood Peabody's signed portrait on graduation from Harvard is
reproduced courtesy of the Harvard University Archives. I should like to
acknowledge Dr. Leslie A. Morris, Curator of Manuscripts in the Harvard
College Library, and Mr. Harley Holden, Director of the Harvard University
Archives, for the many courtesies extended to me by them and persons on their
staffs during my preparation of this study; Ms. Susan Halpert and Mr. Denison
Beach at the Houghton Library deserve particular thanks.
Professors Rita K. Gollin, Joel Myerson, Ralph H. Orth, and Albert J. von
Frank have been generous in sharing leads relating to Fields, Peabody, or Emerson
from their own research; I am grateful to them and to Ms. Ann E. Green, my
research intern. I am grateful also to Provost Judy L. Genshaft and President Karen
R. Hitchock of the University at Albany, State University of New York, for providing me with the intellectual space to complete this study.
Appendix A: Documentation and Textual and Manuscript Notes lists abbreviations used in documentation for works frequently cited, provides the rationale for
presentation of previously unpublished texts in this study, and reports all textual and
manuscript notes; a comprehensive bibliography of additional works cited in the
Introduction and notes occurs at the end of this study. Appendix B provides a collation of Emerson's 1870 lecture titles against manuscript pages in Fields and
Peabody. Throughout this study, editorial braces ({ }) uniformly enclose manuscript page numbers in Fields, Peabody, and Emerson. Recto and verso (r, v) pages
are identified for pages cited from Emerson's unpublished lectures. Page numbers
for Emerson's unpublished lectures are based on those that occur in pencil in the
lower left-hand corner of each manuscript recto page; these were entered when
manuscripts were deposited in the Houghton Library by the Ralph Waldo Emerson
Memorial Association.
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