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The Fine Arts Library Transformed

Henri Zerner

Since I arrived at Harvard in the early 1970s, I have seen the 
Fine Arts Library transformed. We used to spend a good part of our lives in 
its basement with its vast horizon of slide and photograph cabinets, all gone. 

No regrets there as far as the slides are concerned. They were the plague of my life; 
someone else always had the crucial one you needed; they broke, they faded. But what 
is lost is the sociability that went with it, as we met in the bowels of the Fogg. And all 
the books were right there on the shelves. Browsing will perhaps be unknown to later 
generations. Surfing is a pleasure too, no doubt, equally useful and rich in surprises, ah! 
but browsing . . . was great.

Slide cabinets, Visual Collections, 1970s. Photograph by Carol Dirga.  
13 x 18 cm. FAL Administrative Files.
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