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Acknowledgments 

This guide has been prepared upon the suggestion of Hennadii Boriak, 
former Deputy Director General of the State Committee on Archives of 
Ukraine, and upon my own wish to make Harvard University Library’s 

unique Ucrainica collections better known and available to scholars of Ukrainian 
studies worldwide. The annotated descriptions in this guide were compiled while I was 
working as the Petro Jacyk Bibliographer for Ukrainian Collections at the Ukrainian 
Research Institute and the Harvard College Library, Harvard University. The guide 
builds on the bibliographic research conducted in 1998 by Stepan Zakharkin, a former 
student of the Harvard Ukrainian Summer Institute. Most of the material presented in 
this guide was acquired since the formation of the Committee on Ukrainian Studies 
in 1968. While fundraising to establish three endowed professorships in Ukrainian 
studies in the Departments of History and Slavic Languages and Literatures and in 
the Ukrainian Research Institute, the Committee on Ukrainian Studies issued an 
appeal to private book and manuscript collectors either to donate or to help purchase 
library materials that would benefit research and instruction in Ukrainian studies. 
The appeal was answered enthusiastically by the Ukrainian-American community, 
who made their private collections available to the Harvard University Library either 
through gift or through sale. Donors, by separate financial contributions, as well as by 
the establishment of endowed book funds, also made possible the purchase of library 
materials. The development of the Ukrainian collection at the Harvard University 
Library could not have taken place without the hundreds, if not thousands, of generous 
gifts from individual donors and the many endowed book funds established by private 
individuals. Their immeasurable contribution to Ukrainian studies is much appreciated.

The donors’ largesse, though, would be overlooked if it were not for the dedicated 
and tireless efforts of present and past bibliographers, catalogers, and curators at the 
Harvard University Library to collect, describe, and preserve the collections. I express 
particular thanks to the pioneering librarians associated with Ukrainian studies at 
Harvard: Jaryna Bodrock Turko, Edward Kasinec, Oksana Procyk, and Grazyna Slanda. 
Alla Karasova has contributed greatly to organizing and describing the Ukrainian 
Research Institute’s archival and manuscript collections. I also wish to acknowledge 
with gratitude the assistance and support of the following library colleagues in the 
preparation of this guide: Bradley L. Schaffner, Leslie A. Morris, Fredric Woodbridge 
Wilson, Susan von Salis, Frances O’Donnell, Janet L. Steins, Charles Berlin, and Irina 
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Klyagin. I would like to recognize especially those whose carefully written finding aids 
to archival and manuscript collections made this guide possible: Diane Booton, Kim 
Brookes, Anne Engelhart, Louise Meier, Bonnie Salt, Golda Steinberg, and all those 
whose contributions remain anonymous.

My work on this guide is, aside from arranging and describing the holdings of 
the Ukrainian Research Institute’s and the Widener Library’s collections, that of a 
compiler.  The credit for many of the biographical notes and collection descriptions for 
other repositories is largely due to the archivists and librarians named above.  Much 
of the rest of the information was culled from a number of biographies and reference 
works.  There are at least two biographical dictionaries of Ukrainian Americans and 
Ukrainian Canadians: Ukrainians in North America: A Biographical Directory of 
Noteworthy Men and Women of Ukrainian Origin in the United States and Canada 
(Champaign, Ill.: Association for the Advancement of Ukrainian Studies, 1975); and 
Biohrafichnyi dovidnyk do istoriï ukraïntsiv v Kanady (Winnipeg: Ukrainian Free 
Academy of Sciences, 1986).  Other reference works with biographical information 
on Ukrainians include Encyclopedia of Ukraine (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 
1984-2001); Entsyklopediia istoriï Ukraïny (Kyïv: Naukova dumka, 2003- ); Dovidnyk z 
istoriï Ukraïny, 2nd ed. (Kyïv: Heneza, 2001); Historical Dictionary of Ukraine (Lanham, 
Md.: Scarecrow Press, 2005); Entsyklopediia suchasnoï Ukraïny (Kyïv: Koordynatsiine 
biuro Entsyklopediï suchasnoï Ukraïny NANU, 2001- ); Ukraïns′ka dyplomatychna 
entsyklopediia (Kyïv: Znannia Ukraïny, 2004); and Ukraïns′ka literaturna entsyklopediia 
(Kyïv: Holovna redaktsiia Ukraïns′koï radians′koï entsyklopediï im. M.P. Bazhana, 
1988- ). 

I am sincerely appreciative to the library professionals, historians, and editors 
whose work and scholarship have made this guide possible.  My hopes are that it will 
help facilitate further research and teaching on Ukraine and other related areas of  
study. 

Illustrations are reproduced by permission of the respective collections.

Ksenya Kiebuzinski
Slavic Resources Coordinator, and Head,
Petro Jacyk Central and East European Resource Centre,
University of Toronto Libraries
June 2009

HLB Vol 18 3-4 Ukrainian 2009-0710.indd   8 7/10/2009   5:01:09 PM



Harvard Library Bulletin 107

Contributor

Ksenya Kiebuzinski is the Slavic Resources Coordinator, and Head, Petro Jacyk 
Central and East European Resource Centre, for the University of Toronto Libraries. 
Previously she served as the Archivist and Bibliographer for Ukrainian collections 
at the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute and Harvard College Library. She holds 
a doctorate in literary studies from Brandeis University and an MLS from the State 
University of New York at Albany.
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