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- NOTES

A Harvard Manuscript Containing Ovid’s Tristia

ARVARD manuscript Lat,
H 42F belonged to the Phillips
collection, in which it was
goygs {Quaritch, Rowugh List, 164, no.

- 128). According to the bookplate, it

was bought for Harvard from the fund
of Charles Minot, membecr of the class
of 1828, and was received by the Li-
brary on 2 January 1897. In the main,
the manuscript Is paper, but there are
also 2 number of vellum leaves. Maost
of these vellum leaves are clearly pal-
impsest, revealing a primary text in
littevs bastarda of the fourtcenth or
fifteenth century. The contents of the
folio ave Heroides (11—56r), Ars Anin-
torin (§6v-94r), Remedium Amioris
(94r—107r), Fasti (107c-190r1), Tristin
(1gov—248r), Lx Ponto (248r-3zo0r),
Heroides XV (300r—303v), Conflictits
Veris et Hiemis {303v—304v), {bis
(305r—313v), Canselatio ad Livianz
(313v-320r). The book was written
in fifteenth-century humamstic script
by three seribes. The first worked un-
til the end of the Conflictus, the sec-
ond did the 12is, and the third copied
the Consolatio.

For conyenience 1 shall refer to the
Vyistia in the codex as 41, A1 belongs
to the deteriores, as is apparent {rom
its readings ferra (1, 10, 21), findat (1,
10, 36), pridesn nurisa (11, B), mienior
(11, 16), aequora (11, 149), bac (II,

1See S. G. Owen (editar), P. Ovidi N -

sonis Tristium Libri V' (Oxford, 1889), p.
This work s my source thruughuut for

readings of texts other then Af,

285), netiti , ., acta (11, 306}, Chry-
seidos (11, 373).) The quality of the
text is indeed very poor. Wrong sub-
stitutions of words arc cxceedingly
nunmerous. Striking examples arc ok
for wir (11, 55), lcet et ipsa for argui-
tergue (IV, 3, 8o), and pozest for suo
{(V, 4, 46). I have failed to find in M
a single independent reading that was
1ndlspumbl}r correct.

Af is closely related to the Bologncsc
princeps of 1471 (Z;) and its 1480 re-
print (Z;). The thrcc texis have very
many readings in common against those
of other texts. The exact relationship
between A4 and 7Z;» unfortunately
cannot be determined since so few late
deterioves have been studicd. But it is
evident from instances in which A
does not agree with Zy,, but with
other texts, that M was not copied
divectly from either edition alone and
that the cditions swere not derived
from Af alone. In the following ex-
qmplcs the first reading is that of Zp 5

11, 299 Latmins) Yamivs MBCDEKQOQT
yo&ms Edd. vett. plerigue.
II1, 3, 33 tempus mortis) mortis teapus
AIBEEJd. wert. plevigue
V, 5, 55 nobilis una ¢st) cognita nobis
Y MDFEORTV AcBeyshviovxy  Edd,
vett. plerigue

M wwas probably transcribed [rom z
single archetype. The suprascript var-
iants in the manuscript, if they are n
the hand of the original scribe, can be
cxplained as latcr inserted or as taken
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from the archetype. On the other
hand, had the scribe been consulting
more than one text, he almost certainly
would have been able to All m the fol-
lowing indicated — that is, conscious
— lacunac:

11, 371 aliud I, 5, 53 facturum’
IIl, 1, 71 me V., 2,20 pleno
HY, 3, 6y foliis ¥,0,258e

II1, 3, 88 mitrit

To have filled in these gaps would have
een a primary aim. Af, then, is not an
apograph of either of the editions
alone and is probably pot an apograph
of ecither, supplemented by another
text or More.

The significance of the manuscript
lies 1 the doubt that it casts on a view
of S. G. Owen, who made the masr
extensive critical studies on the T¥istia,
The English scholar assigns the many
readings recorded for only the prin-
ceps and its reprint to the ingenuity of
Putcolanus, editor of the 1471 text:

* 1bid., p. Ixi.

11kid., p. Ixdi.

¢See Owen’s apparatus, ibid., at 1: 2, 153
2, 235 2, 32; 2, G0 2, 815 2, 935 2, 004 2, 107} 3,

223 3, 665 3, 973 5, 593 7» 19; 7, 223 111 31, &,
77, 86, 99, 132, 151, 3062, 366, 388, 402, 446, 948,

. + » €t quaccumque in his duabus cdi-
rionibus solis ipueniuntur, ca acumini
cditoris . . . tribucrim.?

Owen cites three cxamples of words
which he thinks are the product of
Puteolanus since, according to Owen,
they occur mercly in the two editions:?

11, 102 sceanique
I1, 378 capta
11, 498 fact

M has not only these three readings
but seventy others supposedly peculiar
to Z;y 4 Quanr (V, 13, 31), reported
for Z. alone, can also be found in A.
The likclihood is now raised that the
early editor took over the rcadings
which were already present in a poor
manuscript recension. The origin of
the ‘peculiar’ readings in the editio
princeps 1s of considerahle interesc for
the textual history of the Tristia.

Marvin 1., Cotxen

471, 487, 500, 528, 563; I1I: 1, 405 2, 8; 3, 491 4,
323 5, 10} 5, 515 6, 323 8, 153 8, 365 10, 49; 10,
G643 17, 11; 11, 555 12, G; 12, 415 12, 43; 14, 47;
1V: 1, 1065 3, 215 4, 135 5, 37; 6, 1713 6, 173 6,
38, 8, £; 9, 235 10, 120; V@ 1, 635 2, §3 2, 433 2, .
475 52623 6, 113 7, 325 9, 19; 12, 485 12, §9; 13, 4.

A Theatre Party of 1729

HE fi{th Farl of Cork and

Orrery, aged twenty-two in

1729, comes into literary his-
tory as the (riend of several writ-
ers and especially as hiographer of
Jonathan Swift. Although himself
ambitious to shine as poet and essay-
ist, his ‘success was not great: his
poems were unrcad, and his prosc
practically unknown. Nevertheless,

antong his personal papers and lecter-
books, acquired by Harvard in 1923
throngh the Child Aemorial Fund,
are certain letters and essays, hitherto
unpublished, that are surprisingly
amusing. These include the follow-
ing two leteers, here given not merely
as examples of his wit but also as pic-
tures of the social life of his day. The
twao are inserted in his letter-books as




List of Contributors

¢+

Dixon WECTER, Margarct Byrne Professor of History, Universii}' of California

Ernest H. Wirkins, President Emecritus, Oberlin College, and Visiting Lec-
turer on Italian Literaturc, [arvard University

Zrcuarian CHAFEFR, Jr, Langdell Professor of Law, Harvard University

Wirniang A, Jacksow, Professor of Bibliography and Assistant Librarian of
the College Library in charge of the Tloughton Library, Harvard
University

WirLiaat H. Bown, Curator of Manuscripts in the Houghton Library, Harvard
University

Hewarp DoveHry, Ipswich, Massachusetts

Keves D. Mrrcarr, Professor of Bibliography, Director of the Harvard Uni-
versity Library, and Librarian of Harvard College

MervoN M. Seavts, Jr, Assistant Professor of Enplish, Lawrence College
MarviN L. Corker, Harvard University
(GEGRGE SHERBURN, Professor of English, Harvard University

Ropery W, LovesT, Head of the Manuscripe Division, Baker Library, Harvard
University

EVELYN SELTZER EHriicH, Fellow for Research in Graphic ‘Technique, Fogg
Art Museum, Harvard University

Ricuarn O, Paurzsci, School of Library Scrvice, Columbia University

L5

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume IV, Number 1 (Winter
1950)



