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Notes 
the unrestricted general funds come 
$2 50 for l1jncling and $i: oo for lantern 
s1iucs. For b]ueprints and photo-
gr3phs special :1ppropdations are nla<le 
,vhen necessary. In 1900 the situation 
,vris 1Tery different. for that \Vas: the 
period ,vh en all successful a re hi tee ts 
h~d fine lihrades of seventeenth-
and eighteenth-century architectura] 
hooks. It ,vas felt that the Architec-
tural Li bra ry s hou 1 d he. vc these pu 1 >lie a-
tions for the proper education of stu-
dents. Accordingly .. an appropdation 
of $3,500 ,,ra!; n1ade for books? periodi-
cals, and bjnd ing., and, even so, at the 
end of the yenr the fund \Vent in the 
red $5 r6~ 

I~Io,vever~ the question of fundsJ as 
far as the acquisition of books is con~ 
cerned 1 is not as ·uns-atisfactory as 1t 
appear~J for lVidcner Library has a1-
\Vays 111ade available for the purchase 
of titles in ~rchitecture a part of its 
Fine Arts funrl~, nnd the 1 ibrari:an of 
the l)eprirtment of Architecture nnd 

faculty n1embers may recon1mend for 
purchase j mp orta n t pu blj cations for 
,,rhich there is not jmmedjate use in 
tbc ,vorldng collection in Robinson 
I~Iall l{oughton Library Il0'\\ 7 acquires 
rare books in the general :field. This 
cooperation bet\l'een component parts 
of the greatly div er.s i fied Harvard 
University Jjbrary is one of its notable 
f co tu res, resulting in a breadth nnd 
d c pt h of co \~era gc th.at ,voul d b c very 
difficult, if not i1n possj bl c, to re:1 lize 
in a 11i ghl y cen tra 1 ized system+ 

In regard to the admin;stration of 
the architectural collection the libra~ 
rian feel~ much as did one of the 
1 cctu rcrs in arch i tc ctu rs. l history i C. 
1-lo,vA.n] ,,, alkcr, in regard to the 
architectural profession. Each year he 
told his stud en tsl 'The profess ion of 
architecture is one of the first seven 
1·0,\rs of the orchestra. l f you can't 
be in the front ro,v you can have a 
damn) good time in the seventh.' 

RuTH ,r_ CooK 

Library of Congress Cards at Harvard 

WI-IEN the Harvard College 
Library moved jnro the 
,, 1idener building in 19 If, 

the Official or Union Catalog11e ,vas 
p1a(.:ed on the fj rst floor near the stnff 
,vorkroom:s~ and the Public Catalogue 
,vas est ab 1 is he d on the second floor 
Tlcnr the n~a.i:n reading roon, and the 
cjrculation desk. The latter lists books 
in the College Library· (but noti for 
the n1ost part, those in other Harvard 
collections) hy author, subject, :1nd 
tttlc; d1c officjal Catalogue has -at-
tctuptcd to Esti hy author only, all 
uoo1~s in the Univer~iry 1 jhrnry. 

The Library of Congress had issued 
more th~n half million printed cards 
l•y the time '''idcner opened; these 
\veTe filed into the Official C:1talogue, 
nnd nc\tr L1brnry of Congress c~rds-
,vcre filed there as soon as p ossibl c 
~ftcr their receipt. In recent years 
these bave numbered 80,000 or more 
annually. c~n-nun1bers ,vere added 
to those printed cards that des crt bed 
books in the 1na.in col]cction, and the · 
holdings of other I-Iarv~rd libraries 
,vere ind i ca red by the add i don of 
names or symbols. The rc1n-aining 
cards, representing books 0\\ 1ned by 
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the Library of Congress that ,vere not 
to be found any,vhere at Harvardt 
\l.:"Cre knovin as 'u n u~ed L. C. ca rdsr 

It ,vas convenient for both staff and 
public to have these 'unused' cards in 
the catalogue -just as it ,vould have 
been convenient if holding.~ of the 
llr it i s-11 1\ 1 u SCl] m and th c Bi I) 1 i ot I 1 eq ne 
Nati on a 1 c cou 1 <l have been in co r-
pora te d Jn it - for one could often 
identHy a non-Harvard book in the 
process of ascertaining that it ,vas not 
at H arvnrd! 1)1ld ,vitl1out turning to 
other bil>liographica1 cornpilat~ons. 
After the I .. il,rr1ry of Congress repro-
duced jrs prjntcd c~rds in book form 
a fe\v years ago~ the ~unl1sed' cards :lt 
HanTard could hardly he considered 

· indispensable; n1aintcnn.nce of the Jiic 
as a part of the Official Catalogue 
might be caHed a luxury ,,·hen the 
same information ,vas a]so rt vailatllc in 
a set of book~ that cou 1 d be .she 1 ,..-ed 
near by. 

It ,vas not an in ex pensive 1 u~ury., 
because the Library " 7as spending 
S 1,500 per year to file nc,v printed 
J j brary of Cong rcss cards j n the 
0 ffi cia l C-a tal ogu e, th c trays and cases 
o ccu pied 1 l}7 each year 1s additions cost 
$, ,ooo~ and those .fi1Ied by 'unused' 
cards already there ,vere ,vorth sonic-
thing like $15,000 (ut present priccs)r 

The Official Cn ta 1 o gue ,vas so 
crol 1:.1ded by 1949 that additional cases 
and n ca rd-shifting project ,vould 
ha \'C heen req n ired a hn ost at once if 
there had been no change jn policy. 
The Library Co tnm i ttcc of tn c F acu I ty 
of Arts and Sciences voted, instca.d i 

to _a.uthorize the: \vi th d ra v;,,ra l of the 
i unused' Cards r They \V C re re ffi0\ 7 cd 
fro 111 only the most serj ous 1 y cro,vd e d 
trays d ndn g the next f e ,v 1no nths., but 
it ,,·as agreed early jn 1951 that all of 
them ought to be "\\7ithdra,vn syste-
1natically, and the \vork is no)V in 
proccs.s. It h~s been found that they 
consti tu tc :l p prox in1ately one third of 
the Officjal ,vltich ,vii! be 
red need to about three 111i lli on c: fl rd s 
hy their ,vitl1dra,val. 1 t should be 
noted that there arc a fe"r printed 
cards fron1 instirurjons other than the 
Library of Congress; cards n re l, ein g 
retained for books that are in other 
]ibn1ri~ of the Boston 3tea but not at 
liarvard. 

The c~ rds that arc ,vi t hdra ,vn !I re 
not being discarded. For the present, 
at least, those printed before 1948, 

. ,vhich arc reproduced in tl1c main set 
and first supplement of the book-form 
I .J 1 lrary of Con grcss ca ta 1 ogu c, a re 
being stored on the basement ]evel in 
j n exp c nsi ve pasre boa rd boxes i and 
those prjnte<l sjnce 1948 arc being re-
tained on the n1nin floor .. There ·vdll 
he · an opp ortu ni ty to o bS'er~,.re h o,v 
much both groups of cards arc 11scd 
before any final decision h; nu1.dc on 
"'h~t tu do ,vith then1. 

One cannot expect those "\Vho -are 
dcprjved of n convenience or luxnty 
to be pleased, but offi ccrs of the 
LiLrary ,vho rcconunended this step 
believe that most users of the catalogue 
,v j 11 agree thut the 'n n used, ca rd s ,vere 
not , vorth as n1u ch as they 1 ,rerc cost-
j ng. 
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