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The First Printing in Indic Characters 
N 1 5 s 6 the J e.suits in Go a opened the first printing press in India 
\vith Latin types brought from Europe. Such evidence as ,Ye 
have sho,vs this press to have been only· sporadically-active1 at 
least after the first ycars.1 In nny case the La.tin alphabet ,vas 

nnkno,vn to the natives, ,vhosc conversion ,vas the principal aim of the 
Portuguese missionaries. Particularly in the extre1ne southt among the 
Tan1ils nnd the 1\1alayalis., ,vcrc native Christians no,,,. numeroust thanks 
prin1arily to the successful Jabors there of St Francis Xavier (although 
here also ,verc to be found jn large ~umbers the Jong-established Syro-
l\1 al abarj an or St Th 01n as Ch rjstians) . It is not su rpr isin g, th cref ore, 
that the first a ttcm pts to d issem in ate Christian te aching by printing in 
in an Indic character should be in this same region of the south. 

, 7 ery little has been kno,vn of this printing, through scantiness of 
records and absence of actun i specirnens. And as in all such cases 
speculatjon has been rife, leading to frequent confusions that have been 
perp etuatcd or intensified by simple borro,ving. The accounts ,vhich 
have chi cfl y .served 1 a tcr ,v r i tcrs on the .subject are the far front con tem-
porary co1npjlations of Sacchini and Sousa~ According to Sacchini, in 
r 577 Spanish lay-brother, Juan Gonsalvez, cut "l\1alabar' types., by 
,vhich ,vas printed a Catechis1n> not less for the ,vonder than for the 
use of the In di ~ns. So us-a. repeats that Gonsal v_ez , vas the first to make 

"-Anton Huondcr, S. J., Die Verdienste der kat/Jolixchen Heidenndnion 'lnn die 
Bucbd ru c ker kunst in iilJ er see is r b en Land ern vo,n 16 .-18 .. J abrhun d ert (AL 1 i an ,11 u ngcn 
au.s i\-tis-.sionskunde und 1\1iss:tonsgeschichte, 37; A-achcnj l9z 3 ), p, 47; J an1c.s B. Pd1n-
rm:iE, 'The First Pies.s in lndfa nd I ts Printers, t L f brn ry 4th Ser. 1 XX ( 19 39), 24 1-i. 6 S 
(to he u5ed ,vith cal1rion); Johannes Laures 1 S. J.1 Kirisf:.dtan Bunko: A .A.fnnaal of 
Books nnd Docu'111euts on tbe Early C/Jristian /i.firsicnrr Jn Japm2 (/\-lonumenta Nip-
ponica l\.·1 onogra. phs, 5; To k1'0, 1 940) 1 pp+ 3-4, 

Francesco Sacchini~ lfistoria Socictatis J er11! Pa rs 1,, (Rolnc. 1652. ), 1. St n. l 8 I1 
un dcr the year 15 7 7 ! 'Hoc primum anno vi di t India liuros domi nat~s. Jam pri d em 
1 atin os typos Goanum Colle gi um ex Europa trans·vecto s accep e [at, sed im pressoru m 
inopia non cxcrcucrat~ Verum necessitatc 1 quae semper quidem acris et perspicax 
estt s ed 1na xi m c in gen ioS'l, en n1 d ivi na c~ t·i t'ils cxacu j t, u rgcn te1 f rater H fap:anus 
natione 1 Joann cs Con.~a! rin s non11 n a1 J\.1 a. h1 h::i. ricas f o nnas cxcu di t~ qui hu s hoc an no 
prhnunl, non n,inorJ Tndonnn n1iracnlo 'l mun 11S11~ catcchisinns ·cditns est~ alii~ mo.."\': 
liu tis eden dis. i\-1 ~lab ::1. rico.~ f cc it cha rac tcrc1,: q no rl c::-i. I~tc per I n<l i ~1n spars:~ ] in gna 
sit. c~ 11 =irin i mo! i rns, q n c~ scrn10 i] le s.ngustis c 1 a. ud itu r nn ihu~t ac pard m cti~m 
di ffi c nl tt tc o pcrisj n b 1 ittcr::1 ru n1 har b ::i.r;.11n fn rn1am ac son un1, a csti tit. 0 p po rtun o 
igitur ctfo. tn f uit h A ~c add i do 9 d Th om~ co1·un1 an i tno s vcritatis gri tia dcm ul c:oud os. 
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I-1. arvard Library Bulletin 
'i\1a]abar, types, describes his ·skill jn metal-,vorking~ and records his 
death in 1 5 So, t the College of St Paul in Goa, af tcr a life £iled ,vith 
holiness -and good ,vorks/ 3 But Sousa eJse,vhcrc tc1ls of Fr Joao de Faria1 

first maker of 'Tamul" types, ,vho opened a printing press on the Fjshery 
Coast in 1 578., producing in this y·car a nun1bcr of specified ,vorksr4 

'fh esc accounts there£ ore imply nvo contcn1poranco11 s centers of 
lndic printing in s011rhcrn lndia 1 cn1pl0Jring different alphabets. ]n the 
sixteenth ccntur)r the Portuguese applied the tern1 'l\1alabar' both to 
the Tamil and to the !\1 a1ayahun languages~ I-I ere, ho\vever,. since 
'Tarnul" is specified for Faria., the_ '.i\1a1abar" of Gonsalvez must be in-
tended to refer to l\1alayalam~ These t,vo Dravidian ]angnages share 
benvcen then1 the sollthern tip of India. Tan1il, richest and apparentl)7 

n1 ost ancient of the D ra vidia n group, has as its a re a the southeast of the 
pc1~insula (including the Coromandel Coast ,v-ith its southern extension 
the Fishery Coast)., northern Ceylon, and the ,vest or [Vlalabar Coast 
of the peninsula as far north as Trivandrum in Travancore. The 
closel )r- related l\1nlayalan1, ultimately derived from Tami] but ,vith a 
different alphabet, is the basic language of the l\1alabar Coast north of 
Trivandrurn, in Travancore and Cochin~ although Tamil is interspersed 
all along this Coast. Certainly in the sixteenth century Tan1il ,vas the 
do 111 in ant I an 6111 age in southern India. 

Co ntc1n porary sources off er additional tl1ougll perhaps no less con-
fusing evidence regarding this first lndic printing. Gonsalvcz and 
Fa rja both appear in the manuscript Catalogue of the Goa Province 
preserved in tl1e Archivu1n lton1anurn of the Societ3r of J csns. Gan~ 
salvez ,-vas born in 15151 entered the Society· in JJisbon in 15 5 5, took 
the sin1plc vo,v-s jn Goa jn 15 57., and ,vas there, in feeble health, as 

;II Fr~ncisco de Sousa 1 Oriente conquistado-a J esu Cbristo pelas padres da Co1n-
pm1bict de Jesus dn provintia de Gon (Lisboni I 710), II, 135: '"Fa]eceo no Co1legio de 
S. P3ulo coin opiniao de Santo o lrrn:a.o J oa5 Gun~~h·cs. Rcsplandtccrao neUe tres 
virtudcs, ora~no, mortifica~aot & hurnildadc. Era ,ferreyro insigne1 & muito c~n par-
tj cul a r de rclo gi os, q u e fa bric a va con1 ad1ni ravd ~u htHez-a. Foy o primeiro q ue f C:l na 
Ind ta a~ f onnas d as I ctras i\·1 a la vares 1 com q sc itn prj1n1 rao var jos 1i vros. Era Hes-
p anh ol de na\:fio, &. vjvco J_l:t Cornp~nhia vjnte & dnco Bnnos] cJ.:crcitando s-cn1pre seu 
officio com boas for~as -ate ultinrn vclh1cc,' 

4 Sousai Orie;ite conquistado~ l I~ i56-2.57: iDo anno de 1578t nao tenho noticia de 
outra co u sa d ign a de memoria., senao (la ra ra hn bi lida de do Pad re Jo ao de Fa rial o 
pd me j to qu c a hr j oi & fund io os carac tcrcs da lingua T a1nu 1 n a costa da P esca r i ~, com 
os. q u3.es so imprin1io cste anno o Flus Sanctorun1, doutrina Christaa! hu copioso 
confession ario, & ou tros l ivros, por onde os Padres a p rcndia6 a Ier, & es er ever. 
Adm i r:irao a q ue]fo s Pro ,-in das: a noYa inv ensao, & ::i ssim Cb r j stiios co mo G ctios! 
b usca va 5i & csti ma Yao mu i to os li ,·ros im prc:ssos,' 
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.cpraefectus fabricac dornestieac ct f-aher fcrrr1rius' in 157 5 ~tj F2ria entered 
the Society in 156 J) studied Latin { our )7Cars and n1oral theology one 
year, ,and ,vas ordained priest in Goa in , 5 75, at the age of thirt)T-six.6 

'''e ]earn~ further) that in r 57 5 the Provincial Congregation of Goa 
declared that var1ous instructional ,vorks sl1ould be prepared for the 
native Christians (including a Catcchis1n, a Conf css1onary, a Doctrina 
Ch ristj:tni, and n Saints' l...1ives),, 7 and that the "\1isitor , 1 alignano1 de-
p]o ring the fact that not even a short Carechisn1 ,vas available, ordered 
Fr Hcnriquc I-lenriqucz to prepare such ,vorks for the Tatnil area. 8 

Fr Henriquez ,vas the accon1plished linguist ,vho continued inde-
fatigably St Francis Xavier's labors in southern India 11ntil his o,v11" 
death in 1600.u ~~-lcssandro \T alignanot Vjsitor for India and Japan 
r 57 3-83, Provincial of India 15 83-87, and again ''isitor uncil his death 
in 1606, ,vas one of the diligent promoters of n1issionary printing., being 
responsiL]c rtlso for the first productions of a press in l\1acao and in 
Japan.10 

Other references carry the story further~ albeit fragn1cntaril) 7 and 
inconclusivel)r4 On 24 December 1576 Fr Chr.istovao Luis, ,vriting 
f ron1 Punicale on the Fishery Coast to the General of the Society· ju 
Ron1c, repeated the information regarding the \'isitor's order to Fr 
Henriquez, and state_d that Pero Luis had gone to G·oa to see to the 
prjnting.11 This Pero Luis ,vas the first Brg_lunin to enter the Society .. 12 

A year hirer (6·Dece1nbcr J 577) Fr 1-Icnriquei ,YrOtc fron1 Tutucorin, 
a]so on the Fishery Coast, that the j\1alabar (Tan1i]) Catechisn1 ,vas 
being prjnted~ thanks to the endeavors of the Visitor.ls The annual 

r. _i\·1S Goa 24i fol. 88, in the ArchiYum Ron1anun1 of tho Sodety of Jesus (as are 
all other n1an tiscri pts hereinafter ref erred to, u n l e-ss otl l {':f\\'i s e spec ificd ) . 

t .i\1S Goa :4, fol. 86, According to De Il.1cker-Sommervogel, Faria \\'.lS born in 
1539~ ~rrivcd in Goa ahout 1572.i ~nd cljed there in I 581 (Dibliotheque de la Co1npagnfr 
de Je.sus5 IX, col, 3 l 3). 

"~1S Goa 47~ f o1. 17 (n. ::u). 
i\1S Goa 47, fol. 56 (n~ 3 1); i\.1S J apsin 8! foJ. 65r. 

!i' See J. C:1stets, S. J ., Fr. H e-nrique fl eJITiqurz (Trichinopo1y, J9i6); Rouert 
Streit~ 0. i\1. I.,. Bibliotbeca Alissio111011 (Aachen .. 191 ~38), IV', r 45. 

Jc• Akss~ndro , 111Egn0no, I-Iistoria dd pri11cipio y JJrogresro de la Co1nptJiifo de Jesrh 
en /as lnd i .1 s Orient.alt: s (, r 42-6 4 )., cd. J oscf \\ 1ic ki, S. J. ( Uj bl i ot h cca l nsti tu 1:i His.tor j ci 
S. I., i.; Ro1ne, 19_;;4) .. Introduction; J oscf F. Schutte, S. J., Valigna11os A1inionsgrund-
satt -r: fi;r I ap,1u ( Ron1c, r 95 J- ) I! i. 41-46, :2 24. 

u 1\.1S Goa 12,. fo]. 35 4. 
1~ See J oscf lVic ki. S. J ., ·~Pedro L n is., Bra hn rn ne un d ers tcr ind i~ch c r J csui t / N eue 

Zeitsc/Jrif t f itr iHissio,1r-.i..1frsenscbaf t! \ 7 1 ( 1950 ), l 10. 

u J\-1S Go~ n, fol. 39~t 
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Goa Letter for 1578, ,vritten 20 October by Fr Gon1e'l .. \Taz, reported 
that the l\1alabar (Ta1ni]) prjnting press for. the rishery Coast had 
been perfected and th-a.t the Parava Christians (living along the Coast) 
had been rnuch jnterested in the ,vork, contributing 400 crnzados 
to,vard it~ 14 In October 15 79 Pero Luis ,vas in Cochin~ on the l\1al~har 
Coast, 'por amor da cn1prcsao rnalavar.' rn Shortly thereafter ( 10 Janu-
·ary 1 580) l-1r Gaspar AJv2rcs ,vrotc fron1 Cochin that a Confessionar)T 
,vas being printed from Ta1nil t)lpcs and that the Catechism of Fr 
l\-1arcos Jorge ,vas to follo,v in the spring~ \Vith the native Christians 
def ra y·in g th c ex pcnscS:. rn 

But in spite of .sucl~ support, the printing enterprise soon suffered 
fron1 ,vant of n1one)7, as Fr Rui , 7icente, the Pro,rincial, ,vrote to the 
G eneraI of the Order on 30 October 15 8 1 •11 A year later he had to 
report the death of Fr Faria. 18 This ,vas the dcathblo,v for the enter~ 
prise, ,vhich ,vas rcne,vcd only" a hundred years later, at Ambalacata, 
near Co chi n4 11) 

':\'ere there t,vo presses, at ,vork sin1ultancouslJ7 on either coast, or 
only one? ,, 1as there prjnting in l\1alaya1am as ,ve11 2s in Tan1il? ,ve 
do not )7 Ct kno,v. One n1ight suppose., from the greater irnportance of 
Tan1il, nnd the greater. accessibility of the A1a1abar Coast., that the 
printing activit}T \Vas concentrated in tha.t language and centered on 
that Coast. But the indirect ev-idence, as ,ve have seen1 is conflicting. 

Until very recently nu actual exan1ples-of this first lndic printtng 
,vcrc kno,vn. 1"hcn in 1 92 8 l~~r Robert Strcitt O~ l\1. I., recorded a copy 
in the Librar) 7 of the Sorbonne of ]\12rco·s Jorgc~s Voctri1l(l Christi- . 
tuu, translated jnro Tan1il by Fr I-lenriquez and printed in Cochin in 
1 579.~0 The chief title in· Portuguese and the first page_ of the Tatnil 
text are sho,vn in PJate lib"' The v?ork, in dialogue form, contains four 
unnun1bered ]caves and 1 12 nun1bered pag~s. A full description ,vas 
published in 1930 by the senior author of the present paper, after ex~ 
an1111ation of the unique copy .. 21 

u i\1:S Goa 31, fol. 40:2. 
u YVickii 'Pedro Lujs,' p. 1:20, 
1G J\-1S Go~ 471 fo1. 141, 
u 1\IS Gua 47, fol. I 76. 
28 i\1S Goa 47 1 foL :248. 
1~ H uonder 1 Verdienste1 pp. 61-6:2. 
20 Streit, Bibliotlu;ca Alirsio11uu11 1\ 7 ,. 145. 
21 Georg Schur ha n1m er~ S. J ., 'Ein seI te ner Druck (Der erstc ge druc l.ae ta n1ulis: che 

l{ntechi~n1us/ l{atboiirc/Je A1is1io11.en., L ,,1n ( 1930 ), 2 r 1-212; Epistolae S~ Fra11cisci 
X{lverii 1 ed. Georg SchurhMnn1cr, S+ J •t and Josef '\:Vicki, S~ J. (Monun1cnt:a. I·Iistorica 
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Herc ,vas direct c videncc of printing in ... f arnil on the lvf alabar 
Coa.st, tending greatl)' to .strengthen the supposition that the early Jndic 
printing ,va5 conccntra tcd in Tan1il nnd on this Coast.. But more evi~ 
clencc ,vas to foJlo,v + In January 195 1 there ,vas purchased for the 
Harvard College Library, f ron1 "\~'illiam II~ Robinson Ltd., of Lon-
don~ and through the generosity of i\1r Curt I-I. Reisinger, '12, a 
Doctrina Christiana of sixteen pages translated into Tan1il by Fr 
Henriquez and Fr l\1anoel de Sao Pedro and printed at Quilon 
(Coulan1), also on the l\1a1aba.r Coas_t, in 1578. This little \Vork, kno,vn 
on]y fron1 this one copy~ t~us bccon1cs the earliest example of printing 
in the character of one of the languages of India and at the .same tin1e 
the earliest example of prindng in a native ]angu:tge executed jn India.~!! 

The sixteen pages arc printed on a single sheet, in conventional oc-
tavo for1nat, the pages 111easuring approxirnately 14 b)r 10 centimeters. 
Pages 1-5 and page r 6 are reproduced in the accompanying plates. 
On page 1 (Plate I)~ a brief Portuguese title at the top js ba]anccd by a 
some,vhat longer title in Ta1nil at the botto1n, Illllning roughly· 3S 
fo 11 O\ vs: 'I-I u n1 b 1 c ad dress to the Lord transl a tc"d and , v r i ttcn in T an1il 
by Father 1-Icnriquc l-lcnriqucz of the Company of Jesus.' 23 ~f'hc outer 
border and the inner border surrounding the ,voodcut are n1-ade up of 
t,vo si,.es of crosses and n diamond-headed sign ,vhich reappear on 
fo1lo,ving pigcs. The \Yoodcut represents the Trjnit)T in glory·, ,vith 
the Holy Ghost above, God the Father and God the Son cnthroncd 1 

and a throng of the elect bearing pa1n1s ranged belo\v· .. l ... h1s-_s~n1e cut 
appears on the title-pages of the first t\VO ,vorks printed h)7 the Portu-
guese jn l\1acao, the C bristiaui pueri institutio of J o~o Bon if a.cio, 158 8, 

Sodetatis Icsu, 67--68; Rome, H)44-4 5) 1 H, 585. 1~hc copy h:u: .subsequently di~'Jp-
pcarcd. Plate I I h has: been re prod uc cd fro nl a pho tosta t n1~ d c z1. v a.i b b]e by the senior 
author, 

.2'.! It should be noted that the first 1..:no,"n prjnting in the T~mil 1:inguage is to be 
found in D octrin :1 Chris ti a na., Cart il brt q ue con te b re ue1u:i te bo q t od o cJJ ri stao d eue 
apreder perj1 sua safuaran1 , •. l li11gon 1llnJid & I'ortugues-, printed jn Li~bon in 
15 54. In this ,,,.ork~ ho,;,,;,•c\Tcr, the Tan1il is tronslitctated by L~tin characters. Of this 
"'ork 'Jlso on]y ouc copy has been tr:1~cd - that recently discovered in the .J\1useu 
Etn6logico de Belem, Lisbon (Georg Sd11ll'lrnmmer'!I S. J .. Die zeitgenossiscben 
Qudle11 e;ur Gcicbicbte Portugiesircb-Arienr ... 2-1,r Zeit des bl. Franz X11·ver 
( I JJ8-15s2)' Leipzjg., r93 ~j No+ 6046; fo.csimiJes in Amcrko Cortez. pjnro~ Da f,·l1J10fa 

arte da i111priuti.uJo., Lishonj z9481 P1ates XV.JI-XX - at p. 35R). 
:I!! Tra11sfa.tions of T:nnil appearing in this account: have been very- kindlr suppJied 

by Dr Natcsaicr Purshotrnn1, of the Uni,·crsity nf lvladras -and H:uvard University .. 
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and De nnssione legatoru1n Japoue11shn11 by· Valignano, 1590. 2" 

\Ta]ignano may \vcH have brought the block to Indhi in 1574; it pre-
sun1ably· acco1npanicd his press fron1 lv1acao to Japan in 1590. 

At the top of page 2 (P]atc 113) j5 a statcn1(:nt in Tamil concerning 
the use of the dia1nond-headed sign to indicate ,vords in the text for 
,vhich there are no ··r a1nil equivalents and ,·vhich 2rc therefore left in 
Portuguese, transliterated by .. f a1nil characters., as cCgtholico' and 
'IgrciJ a/ l .. hen conics tb c date in ·1··an1il, 'one thousand five hundred 
and scvcnt) 7~cight/ \Vith the c-quivalent for 20 October, and then the 
phrase \vritten and n1ade at Quilon.' Bclo,,T a rO\Y of crosses is the full 
Portuguese title, reading in English as f oHo,vs: -e JJoctrina Chr.i.~tiana . 
translated into the T~rnil 1anguage h) 7 father Hcnrique Henriquez of 
the Con1pany of Jesus~ -and by father Manocl de Sao Pedro~ "\~7ith 
approva] of the Ordinary., and lnquisitor: and ,-vith license of the 
Superior of the san1c Con1pany: Printed in Quiion in the CoHcgc of 
the Saviour: on the t,vcntjcth of October [Vi.D.LXXVIII.' Bclo,v 
this -aga:in is a repetition in Portuguese of the statetnent ~bout the in-
clusion in the text of non-Tamil ,vords. 

There has been available a certain a111ol1nt of information about the 
Co]lc.gc at Quilon, but up to the present no evidence of printing there. 
The College had been founded by Xavier~ ,vho .sent Fr Niccolo Lan-
ciHotto and Br Luis A-1cndcs thither in January 1549 for the instruction 
of tl1c rcsidcn t P or tugucsc., the St Th on1as and o thcr native Chrjstians, 
and also the Paravas of the Fishery· Coast, Quilon, not far from the 
southern tip of the peninsula on the ,vestern s1de1 ,vas strntcgically 
situated in relation to the more remote missions on the eastern side, and 
the llcctor of the College at Q uilon ,vas actually Superior of the 
Fishery and Coro1nandcl Coasts. Since the 1nnnuscript catalogues of 
the College arc ,vanting bcnvccn 1576 and 1 584., the officials of the 
College are not kno\vn for the )•car of the printing of the IJoctrina. 
Hu\\rcyer, the Ordinary, Inquisitor, an~ Superjur \vho approved and 
licensed the printing n1a}r he readily identified~ 1~he Ordinary-: or Bishop 
of Cochin, ,vithin \vhosc see Quilon ,vas included., \\'as in 1578 Fr Hen-
riguc de Tavora e Drjto, 0. P., ,vho had also been Archbishop of Goa 
since 1577; the Inquisitor for India ,vas Dr Ilartolo1ncu da Fonseca; and 

~ 1 Laur~~, l(iriJbitmi Bunkot pp. 9-1, and Pfatc Ii figs. 1~3. Tht$r; t\VO ,vorks \\-..:ere 
also the first prjnring in European types on Chinese suil, ·the first printing by Euro-
pt:lns 1n Chinat 15841 having been in Cliinc:sc d1ar~ctcrs (sec belo,\~~ p. I 56, and 
n. 37 ). 
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the Superior, or Provincial of the Order, stationed at Goa and control-
Hng all the missions, ,vas, as ,vc have seen, li~r ll11i \Ticente .. Fr l\1-anoel 
de Sao Pedro., ,vho i~ nan1cd ,vith Fr Hcnrjqucz as translator of the 
Doctri,za, ,vas evidently a native priest ,v ho helped ,vith the 1vorlc~u 

The text begins on page 3 (P]nte IJa) ~nd continues thro11gh p,1ge 15. 
It co 111 prises e i g l 1 teen sccti on s,. en tire I y j n Ta ruil ch a ra c te rs J b uL each 
,vith Portuguese hcadjng for facility of use by the teacher. The eighteen 
hcadi11gs, ernbracing tl1e basic tene~s of the Cl1urch, ma)r be translated 
as f oHo,v·s: Concerning the Sign [of the Cross, ,vith the Trinity]~ 
Creed,. 'l'hc Con11na ndnl e nts, 1 .. hc Comn1andn1ents of ch c CI 1urch~ Our 
Father, AYc 1\1aria, Salve Ilcgina, Th~ Confession, The Articles of 
Faith,. The S-acran1cnts of the Church, 1'hc Deadly Siost The ,~7orks 
of Iv1crcy, The li'"ivc Senses., The 1 ... hcological \Tirtues, The Cardinal 
\ 1irtues., The Encn1ies of the Spirit, The I~ast Things, The Eight 
Bea ti tu d cs. 

'''c no,v co1ne to the last page (Plate J\1), in n1any ,vays the tnost 
j n terestin g of the sixt ccn.. It is in actuality a typc-spc ci 111 en i1a ge.. Re-
1 o, v the page nurnbcr (all pages except the first 2rc nu111bered in Tan1il 
characters) is a line of T21nil stating that 'this letter ,vas n1adc in Goa,' 
foHo,ved by a lin~ in Portuguese repeating the inforn1atio11 and ::1.dding 
the date~ 'Lxxv11.' Then con1c seven lines of a Tamil alphabet, to ,vhich 
the first nvo lines forn1 an introdu'ction. A second line of Portuguese 
then states: 'Tan1il letter: n1ade at Qnilon: year of L:x-xv1n,.1 f ollo,,re<l by 
the sa1ne information in Ta.rnil, -again ,vith the date on1itted. This pair 
of lines intro{~uccs a second ::1nd n1orc extensive T2n1il al ph-abet, of 
eleven Jines, plus a line of Ta.1nil figures ( 1-10, 1 oo, 1 ooo). 1. ..... he page 
concludes \vith a Latin n1otto~ 

The second and 1nore extensive alphabet is th-at used for the 1 ... an1il 
printing of 311 preceding pages~ It is executed ,vith considerably· n1orc 
skiU than the first alphabet .. One can only suppose that the letter cut in 
Goa ,vas dispJaycd to sho\v by con1parison the advaricc in technique of 

For the College Rt Ql1ilon see Epistolcre Xll'Verii, II, 9, 2:4i 76-77, 134-135; Docu-
'lnc11t a Ind i ca} cd. J oscf lVic ki, S. J. ( 1\1:on u in en rn I-Ii ~tor jca Soc i et~ tis lesu~ 7 o-
Ron1e~ 1948- ) , II, l6 1 3 7r.,---38 l, 4051 4 l 7, 5:201 586. For Tavora c Rrito sc-c Casiluiro 
Christov~o de N-azar-cth~ A1itrar lusitrmas ·no Oriente (Lisbon :and No\·a Go~i 1894~ 
19z4) 1 l 65---07, II1 68-69i for Vonscctt, Antonio lb.if.Lo. A inquiJisao de Gon (J.hbon 
and Coirnbra, 1930-49 ), I, 185-19 r i II, 7-<J8; for \ 7frrnte, Antonio Franco, S. J .1 Ano 
Santo d a C 01n p,.T11 bfa de J e ru s eni Po r tugtt 1, cd. F ra. nd sco Rod riguest S. J. ( 0 pon:o,. 
19_:p ) 1 pp. 183-:284, and Fanti Riccfonef c:d. Pa~qnalc d)Eliai S. J. (Rome, 1942- )t 
Ii 146. 
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the. later ,vork. In any case., no ,vork printed in this Goa alphabet has 
come to light. Both a]phabets arc very close in form to the ch~racters 
found in Tamil inscriptions and 1nanuscripts of roughly the san1e 
period., 20 and arc much simpler th -an the n1 o d crn cl 1-aractcrs, ,v h ich a re 
n1ore florid in st)Tl e. 

One of the 1nost striking aspects· of .the vol tune js the paper on ,vhich 
· jt is printcd. 2 j' The sheet cn1ployed ,vas colored red on one side, \Vith 
the result that pages 1, 4, 5., 8, 9, 12, 1 3·, ~nd 16 haven bright red back~ 
ground ,vhi1e the other eight pages sho,v the naturally huffy color of 
the paper as origina11y n1adc. Upon the red pages appear here and 
there irregular -blotches ,vith a silvery surface texture (see Plates III 
and I\7). The con1position of the paper sho,vs that a cloth rather than 
a. bamboo n1old ,va.s used. Such -a co1nbi11.ation of features points to a 
paper of Chinese origin, designed for ornan1cnta] use ( as on a screen} 
rather than for printing. The 1natcrial for the paper is prcsnn1ably 
bamboo, the red coloring cinnabar (applied \vith a sponge), and the 
silvery· blotches tin foil added for decorative purposes by a spatter 
1nethod. 

Importation of paper fron1 China ,,~ould be entirely appropriate at 
this tin1e. The centuries-old trade of the Arabs and Chinese had regu-
lu.r ly· passed alQng the l\1ala bar Coast~ ,vith Quilon actually tl1e chief 
port of c..--aH~ and the Portuguese thcn1selves had been in direct contact 
,vith the Chinese s111ce the beginning of the sixtcc~th century, first at 
l\1 a I acca and subs eq u en tl y at J\ 1-a. ca o and on th c 111 a i n1 and. Furth er, 
,vhilc the nlaking of p·apcr see1ns to have been introduced jnto cxtrcn1e 
northern l n d ia ( Kus l nnir) fro rn Sam ark~ n d in the fifteen th ccn n1ry, 
there is no evidence for paper-making in central and southern India 
until a 111uch later perjod/s the .strict I-Iindu vie\v that paper ,vas un-
cJcan presu1nably retarding the development of the craft. 2(1 

The sixteen pages of Chinese paper arc sc..-.vn ,virhin ,vrap-around 
end leaves (t,vo at the front and t,vo at the back) of ,vhite laid E11ropean 
paper and a si111ple vellum cover ,vithout lining-papers. 'Doctrina 
Christiana" is neatlv lettered in ink on the front of the cover. The verso .. 

w Sec for cxarnple Arthur C. BurnEll, Elen1ents of Soutb-lndian Palaeog:rnp!Jy 
(Londont 1878)! Plates XIX XA7X111. 

:;; The fol 1 o\vi r1g account makes ] ihera] use of tho com rncn tS and of 
11r Oard Hunter! of 1\1assachusetts lnstilule of Technology, to ·wl1osc cxp~rt ~c.rutiny 
the pap er ,n1s su bmi tte d~ 

Oard Hunter, PapenJ1ttkir.gi 2nd ed. (N c,v \.,. Ol"ki 194 7 )1 p. 475 • 
Burnc11i Elen1e12ts,. pp. 10--11., 88-89. 
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of tl1e last end leaf bears tl1e fol1o,ving legend, in a djfferent hand, and 
in jnk ,vhich has eaten into the paper: 'Portata dall' lndie. I--Iauuta dal 
pre Fonseca del mesc di No11e111bre 1\-1. D. LXXIX.' One 1nay· assume, 
accordingly, that th is copy of the Doctriun \Vas sent to the he adqua.rtcrs 
of tl1e Society in Ron1c shortly .after printing .. End leaves and cover 
\vere undoubtedly added in Europe. 1Padre Fonseca.' may be identified 
as Fr Pedro de Fonseca~ S .. J. ( 1527-r 599) noted professor of phi]os-
ophy and theology at Coi111bra and Evorat \vho ,vas in Ro111c 15 7 3-8 I 
as Assistnnt for Portugal to the General of the Ordcr.ao As Assjstant he 
,vou1d natural1) 7 be concerned ,vith affairs of the Portuguese n1issions 
in India. 

The in1n1cdiatc provenance of the volume js the Fidcikon1missbi-
bliothek in \ 1ienna of the Princes of I.Jiechtenstein/ 1 ,vhence it passed 
recently into the European book nrn.rket and thence briefly to l\1r 
'''illiam H~ Schab in Ne,v- York before its acquisition h)7 l\1essrs Rob-
inson. A n1 od ern arm or ia l bookplate., 'Ex Ii bris Lie c hten steini n n is1 t is 
pasted ,vithin the vellun1 cover .. The ,l'olume n1ay--have come to Vienna 
f ron1 the library of one of the t,vo Jesuit col1eges in Siena f oHo,ving the 
suppression of the Order in 177 3. Its veil uni cover is si1nilar to the 
binding of many books f ro111 the Licchtcnstci n library ,vhich contain 
inscriptions in dica ting such n sour cc .. B2 

Here., th en, in this only kn o,vn copy, is a notable addition to the 
already impressive array of brief Catechisms or Doctrinas representing 
first or near first printings in various regjons or languages of the ,v-orld. 
Compendia of the basic tenets of the Chrjstian fait]1 translated into the 
native ]anguagcs ,vcrc of course of primary importance to the 1nission~ 
arics ,vhcrcvcr they ,vent. Size, use, and circu1nstaciccs of printing 
\Vould all combine to render copies of such ,vorks exceptionally scarce 
jn ·n1odcrn tin1es .. For son1c of the earliest, contempora1)r accounts re-
main the so]e source of infor1nation, but in recent years1 ,vith more 

. ex ha usti vc searching, tradition has b ecn su bsta n tia ted f ron1 ti en e to ti1n e 
by the discovery of an actual cop)r - as in the case of the Quilon and 
Cochin ]Joctrhurs of r 578 and 1579. And in certain other cases copies 
may have been kno\vn to bibliographers for a rclativcl y long pcrjod. 

~) Epistolae Xn~~erii1-nl ::z81, n~ 8. 
;!!:l Hanns Bohatta 1 Katalog der in den Bibliotbeken dcr regieJ·e11den Linie des 

ftlrstlicbcn H ausct von 101d 2u LiecbtenJtt:hi bcfindlfrben Rile/Jet aus de1n X Vl.~XX. 
Ja/Jrbundert (' 7knna, 1931 ), I, 5"45 (No. 98'09t ·with shelf•nark 1 1 l 1-:2-4f ) .. 

:i.: Inf onnat ion f ro1n ir r rederick G + Sch 8-\J. 

... 
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An enumeration of some of the n1orc in1portant of these early Cate-
chisn1s 1nay serve to place the Ta1nil printings jn proper perspective 
an1ong a distinguished con1pany·. Although no copy has con1e to light, 
a Doctrina io Spanish and Aztec'.! l\1exico City 15 3 9, is generally re-
garded as the first book printed in the Ne,v V\'orld.33 Contemporary 
evidenc.:e is sin1ilarly responsib]e for the recording of a Doctrina by 
St Francis Xavjer1 in Portuguese only, as the second ,York printed in 
India, 15 571 by the press established in Goa the J•ear before; again no 
cop)' is kno,vn .. 34 1 ... hrcc years bt:.furc, us \Ve have seen, a Doctrina in 
Tamil (transliterated) and Portuguese had 'appeared in Lisbon, of 
,vhich one cop)' has been traced~35 N~xt come the Doctrinas in Tan1il 
characters of 1578 and 1579~ one copy each, the Harvard copy of the 
157 8 printing being apparently· the earliest kno,vn example of a Doc-
trina in a 'native' chiractcr. 

A Doctrina jn Spanish, Quichua, ~nd Ay1nara, Lin1a 1584 1 ,vas long 
thought to be the first book printed jn South America, but another 
production of the sarnc year, discovered a fc,v decades ago, and 2ntc~ 
dating it off the press by perhaps a month, has rc1cgatcd it to second 
p]ace:~0 In this su1nc )7Car a]so appeared (at Chao Chjing) the first 
pr in ting h} 7 Europeans in Cbina, -and here again the second ,var k ,vas a 
Doctrjn~, in Chinese character _sJ of \vhich t\vo copies -are kno\vn. 37 

j\1oving on to Japan, \ve find that the third and fourth \Vorks issued by 
the first European press th·crc \vere Doctrinas in Romaji and Japanese, 
printed apparently nearly sin1ultancous1J· at An1akusa ear]y in 1 592; 
only one copy of each is kno,vn:~rn Tradition had long recorded Doc-

:i.~ L:nvrcncc C. lVroth, S(nlle Reflections on t fie Br;ak Arts i11 Early AI exico 
(C3n1brj,lgct .i\1 ~s~., i 945); 1-I cnry R. \\.7:,gnc.r, NuC"'.Jtl hibliogrnf1a 111e.xicana del siglo 
XV I (r\·1cxico1 ]), ] 1~.i 1946)'.I pp. 5---9, 61.. lV~gncr suggests that a copy may be in 
ex.i stencc, in private h :1.n ds:. 

• ~j E pis r o lac X a-ve rii, 11 9 7-g9. 
i.:::; Sec note. 12, 

J osc 1..,orih io 1\,f c din~, IA? i'JJ1 p renta en Li·111 a ( , 18 4-1 8 24) (San tbgo de C! 1i le,. 
1904...-.07 )t l~ George P. ,~rjnsh1p, Tbe- Printing Press in Soutb A1uerfr;n (ProvidcncC1 
R. I •t 191 z ) ; J o.sc T orjbio J\ f cd in~, ta 1,r hna 1iu.testra ti po grafi ca ml id a de la pren ra i 
de la A111erica de! Sur (Santiago de Chifo'! l916) I 

ff[ F o 11 ti Ri ccitr11e~ I, 197~ 1 98 and P ~ates: X nd XI. T'he fi rst \Vor k of the European 
press 1118. y be rcga rd e d ~s :} f r~gmcn t of a D octrin 1, ~i nee · it is a µcca l og11 c~ 1 i kc\v fac n 
Cl1incsc d1anu.:::Lcr.s. The. :single copy known ,vas found in one of the t'\\'O copies of the 
Chinese Doctrin~t all three copic.s being in the ArchJ\'Um Romanum of tl•e Society of 
Jesm1·. 

S3 Laures't Kirishit"n R11ul!ot pp. 16--19 and Plate Iii figs, :2.-3. The Dactrinn in 
J apanesc (l{-arrnmajiri or rr1ixcd ,vritingt a combinntion of curshre Chinese ideographs 
'\'Vith Hiragana) is the ear1iest examp]c of European printing in Japanese. 
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trjnas in Spanish nnd Tagalog and Spanish and Chinese as the first and 
second \Vorks printed in the Philippincst at lv[anila in 159 3; a sing] c copy 
of the first has very· recently been discovcrcd5° ii·inally, as a dc1nonstra-
tion in a son1e\vh-at different category, it may be noted that as late -as 
17 1 z tl1e first ,vork to issue frorn the press of the first cv~ngclistic 1nis-
sion in India~ that of the Danes under Bartho]o1nacus Ziegenbalg at 
Tranquebar., on the Corornandel Coast" ,vas a Doctrina Christiana.~ 0 

The press itself, be it f urthcr noted, ,vas .suppljcd front London by· th~ 
Society for Prontoting Christian Kno\vfedge, and - as though to 
round out a cycle~ tlt"e languages e1nployed in the Doctrina ,vere 
Portuguese and Tan1il. 

The Doctrinas of the 1nissionarjcs vary jn length front a fe,v pages 
to n1ore than a hundred~ ,vith corresponding differences in scope. The 
short Doctrinas., such as the Quilon printing of 1578 ,vjtl1 \vhich ,vc 
are particu]arly concerned, restricted as they arc to the 1nost funda~ 
mental elen1 en ts j n Christianity, i nevi t,a b 1 y off er com para ti vel y little 
variation in content. None the less., an investigation of the 1nore in1-
n1ediate historical background of this .first T:an1il Doctrina may· enab]e 
us to establish \vith some certainty the origin of it~ text. 

,,,e kno,v fron1 references in his le~ters that St Francis X-a.vier, 
shortly after arrivjng in Goa. in 1\1ay· 1542, prepared a brief Catcchis1n 
or Doctrina. for teaching pnrposcs.t• It ,vas this Doctrina 1 in Portuguesct 
,vhich ,vas.printcd in Goa in 15 57, us the second ,vork of the n1ission 
press. Though no printed copy is no\v kno,vn, nu1.nuscript copies or 
sununaries ranging in date fron1 I 548 to 1614 have been preserved in 
J .1is 1J on a 11 d RO Ill C. F .. xa tll i 11 a ti O ti. 0 f the SC n1an uscri pt co pi es, and par-
ticu 1 a rl y that in the A juda Palace,_ Lisbon/~ dated 1553, makes it clear 
that Xavier based his Doctrina upon that of the famo'llS chronicler, 
Joao de Barros,, ,vhich had been printed in J. .. isbon jn 1539/ 2 and a copy· 

!."ti l)orothcu,~ Schilling., 0. F~ .!\1., l\Torgcschichte des Typendrucks auf den· :PJlilip-
pincn/ Giuenberg-] ('/Jrbucb., I 93 7, pp. :toi-:216; Doctri~u:. Cbristii111cr, tbe First Book 
Pri11t~d iu t/Je Philippine.s, A1ttnila, 1 J93, ed. Ed\vin \Volf, 2nd (''-'ashington, D+ C. 1 

r947 )+ 
H:i , 1 oln1cr Rosen!dldc 1 iPrinting -at_ Tranquebar, I 712-1845/ Librnr:,\ 5th Scr.t I\! 

( l 949 ), I 79- 195 · 
4t A detailed account of the Xa\Tcrfan Catechism, in its various for1ns ~nd rc:h.tion-

ships, \vjll he found in Epiftolae Xn-irerii, I, 93-1 l6; IT, 581-590. 
~:! l\1S r\ juda 51-1-13, foll. 1 r 5ar-j,\ n. 9. 
•~ Grm1n1U1tic~ drt llngucr portuguez.n co1u ox 1nandcm1e11tos da st.rnue u1rrdre igreje1. 

[colophon:] nos XXll de deze1nhro, , 539 mn1ai, jssued "·ith t\vo other opuscuh 
I 539-4o. 
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of ,vhich ,vas aln1ost certainly among the library given X-avier by King 
Joao I I l on the eve of the departure of the 1nission -for India~ 

But 2 Doctrin-a in Portuguese ,v-a.s p1ainly only a beginning in the 
,vork of conversion. Shortly after reaching the Fishery Coast, jn Octo-
ber 1542., Xavier began the Jabor of turning his brief Catechistn into 
Tun1il1 rts he states in his first long report sent back to Europe, ,vritten 
fron1 Cochin 15 Jannar) 7 1544. This Tn1nil Catechisn1 Xavier and his 
colleagues spread throughout the area of their mission~ leaving copies 
in the vHlnges-through ,Yhich they passcd1 ,vith native teachers trained 
to carry on the instruction. Fron1 a. 501nc,vhat lacer letter, 1\1anapar 
2 7 i\1arch 1544, ,-vc learn that Xa\,.icr ,vas concerned ,vith revisions of 
his first and inevitably itnpcrfcct attc1npt to render tl1e basic Christian 
1nystcrics in a difficult and comp1cte.ly a1ien tongue. 

Even ,vith his revisions Xavier:ts Tamil Catechism remained far from 
satisfactory. Further revisions ,vere according1y carrie~ out by I~r 
Hcnriguezt ,vho, though n1orc proficient in Tamil, comp1aincd to St 
I gna ti11s, in a scr ics of reports 1 5 4 8-5 :i, of th c grc at diffic ul tics confront-
ing him in su~h a task:H And -as 1ate ns 15 58 ,vc find him revising his 
o\v n re,, isions.-1 ti · 

So ,ve corne do,vn to the tirne of the first Tan1il printing. ,,,e have 
a 1 re a<l y .seen f rotn con te 111 p orary sources so1nc thing of the i1nn1 e di ate 
background of this printing. 4 G In tl1e light of tl1ese accounts, and of the 
histOf) 7 of trans1ation just oudincd, i.vc n1ay safely identify the Quilon 
Doctri11a of 15 78 not only \Vith the brief Catechism ordered b)T \ 7ali~ 
gnano in 157 5 ~. bnt ,vith the 'lost' Ta1nil Cntcchisn1 of St Francis Xavier, 
no doubt extensive1y revjsed by I-Ienriquez, but stilt basica11y the ,vork 
of the Apostle of the Indies. 

Support for this identHication may be found in the text itself. A 
con1parison of the Quilon Doctri11a of 1578 ,vjtl1 Xavier's Portuguese. 
Catcchis1n of 154 2 2s preserved in 1nannscripts 48 sho,vs c]ose similarjties 
of content and arrangcn1cnt~ Xa\;ier's Tamil Catech1sn1 of 1542 ,vas, it 

4~ Schur ha Z eitgen ii.ssis c l1e Q u eU en I Nos. 40 3 o, 4 2 99. 4 7 4 91 4 7 5 o, 
4~ F. pirto ltre X ttverii t II i 5 8 5, 
•!IP. 149, above. 
" 7 In Epistolne Xaverii 1 IT1 585 the first Indic pdndng js pfo.ced at Cud1in, and the 

Cochin Dor:trina uf , 579 is equated ,vith the Ta111il C'.:l.tcchis111 required of T-T ('.nriqurz. 
by \ 7 =:ilib'Ilsnui but these conclusions ,vcrc reached before the existence of the QuHon 
Vottrina of 1578 ,vas kno\l'n. The relation of the t\vo Doctthurs- ,vill be discussed 
1.Jclo\\r, 

* Sec p. 1571 above. 
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may be assun1cd1 essentially-a translation of that in Portuguese of the 
sa111c year. But it is possiu]e to go further. In his first ~ccount of the 
Ta n1 i 1 translation,, sent to his co 11 ca gu es in R omc fro n1 Co chin 1 5 
January 1544, Xavier cnu111cr~ted the first seven sections of the ,vork: 
_Y <lc~pue~ de avernos ayuntado rnuchos dfas con grande trabajo, sacainos ]as 
oracioncs 1 comes:nndo por cl 1nodo de sanctiguar, confcssando las tres person-as 
.ser un solo Dios~ despues cl Credo, mandamientos~ Pater noMer._ Ave A-1.arfo., 
Salve Regina y la confession general de latin en. n1alavar: 10 

These sections agree exactl)T~ both in subject and in order., ,vith the first 
se vc n sections of th c Qui 1 on lJ o ctr inn. J'io 

It ren1ains to consider the re 1 a tj onshi p of the first t, v o e xa n1 p] es of 
Indic printing. It is at once apparent that they arc nvo entirely distinct 
,vork.s. '''here the Quilon Doctri11a, 1 578, has 16 pages, tl1e Cochin 
Doctrina., r 579, has The Cochin Doctriua is, as its long title 
states, n translation of the Cutcchis1n in dialogue form con1posed by 
Fr 1'1arcos Jorge - first published in Lishon in 1566.~~ Such 1nore ex-
tended trcat1nents of the basic ChrJstian doctrine,· conveyed ~y dia-
logue, ,vcre·also co1nn1only among the early products ·of the n1issionary 
pressest though not usually· an1ong the verJr first~ as 1vcrc the brief 
Ca tee hi sn1 s. Jorge ts Ca tee h ism, freq ucn tl }'" reprint c d, , vas gen era 11 y 
current as the standard of its type until its supplanting ear]y in the 
seventeenth ccnn,ry h)7 the Doctrina of St Robert Be1Jarn1inc. No 
doubt Henriquez' translation of the Jorge C-atcchis1n ,vas one of the 
\Vorks for the native Christians envisaged b)T \T alignano jn 157 5. 

Although there is no relation bct,vcen the rnain texts of the Qui]on 
and Cochin Doctrinas/3 the typogiaphy js quite another 111attcr. A 
con1 parison (Plates Ila and IIb) clearly sho,vs that the Latin types are 
the same in both ,vorks~ being a 1vcll cut font probab]y in1ported from 

4~ Epistolae X averii, 1, 161. The list js repeated in a letter sent fron1 Cochin a year 
later, 27 J lnuary l545 (Episrolac Xavcrii, 11 273), 

6,) Sec P· 15 3i aLo·ver 
. ~1 The page sizes of the t'wo \vurks are, hrn,·cvct", pracdcally identical: 14 by 10 

ccn tiin c tcrs, 
~:: Francisco Rodrjgucs 1 S. 1-listoria da Co1nptt111Jfo de ]esnr na Assistencfo de 

Portugal (Oporto 1 193 1- ) i Hi i, 459, nT 3~ 
1t rnay be noted that the Cochin JJoctrin~ onlploys the dfo.mond-hcadcd sign for 

the sainc purposes., ~nd ·with a very similar cxpl:ln:=i.tory stawrnent (in Portuguese), as 
does the Quilon Doctrina. 
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Europe.64 A sinlilar co1nparison sho\vs that the n1ain font of T-nn1il 
t)•pes in the Qui]on Doctrina,, used for the text, is almost certainly the 
san1c as the 1""amil font appearing in the Cochin Doctri11rr, ,vith the 
exception of three or possibl)7 four characters, ,vhich might easily have 
been recur for the later printing. The identity of both .fonts of charac-
ters in the t\vo \Vorks raises interesting speculations as to the 1ncchanics 
of production and the transportation of types, or 1 ess probably of 
n1atrices~ from one l\Ialabar port to the other~ Nor should the pres-
_cncc be forgotten of the Tan1il font n1adc in Goa in 1 577~ included in 
the Quiton Doctriua apparcntl}7 by· ,vay of specimen. 

In concll1siont one n1ight stress both the unexpectedness and appro-
priateness of the appearance at Quilon of a cornerstone in the history 
of printing and of India. No co ntem porar) 7 ~o urce or sub.sequent 
bibljographer nientions Quilon as a candidate, among all the nan1es 
brought for,vard to vie for the honor: GoaJ Cochin, Calicut, Tutu-
corin, Punicalc, V nipicotn1 Ambalacata, and the rest. And )•et Quilon, 
strategjcal1y placed as 2 link bet,vccn the Coasts; lcgcndar)r scene of the 
lab ors of St Thon1as the Apost1 e1 the hon1e of Chrisrj ans f ron1 the 
seventh or eighth century, chief trading port on the Persian-Arab sea 
route to China from at least the ninth ccntnf) 7 , kno,vn to l\1arco Polo, 
see of n French bishop in_ the fourteenth century, one of the ancient 
cities of the ancient East- Qllilon n1ight ,veil sccn1 ,vorthicst of all 
to crad]e this first step to,vard a union of t\VO great cultures. 

GEORG ScHURHAi\1:I\'IER, S. J .. 
G. ,,,_ CoTTRELL'j Jrr 

ii 1 'he ty pcs do not rcsctn b 1 c tl, osc u sc<l by th c pre~!, in Gol :lS rep re~ en red by th c 
Harvard copy of Garcia de Ona 1 Coloquios dos siu,plest e drog.:'fs he cousrrs 111edir,fnais 
da Judin (Goa, 1563 - the second \rork printed in India of ,vhich copies are kno·wn), 
or .othen,·isc reproduced in Primrose, 'The Fir~-r Pre~s in India,' and King i\·1anuel ll, 
TJi"to,o r n nt i gos P ortugueze-s 1489-16 ao (London, J 9i g---3 5 ) 1 111 7 2-6j 7 3 '2 79 01 79 3 i 79 j, 
Perh~ps tl,c Dor:trina types ,vcrc hrnught out to India by \ 7 alignano 1 along "·ith the 
1vo o d block use<l for the Q uilo n Doc tr hM, s al r,ca d y suggest~ d. l n any case, thc~c 
Doc tr Ina t; 1p cs :1:re c1: gain d iff eren t from the types used by the .:. v· li grHnlO) press in 
Goa ( 1588 ), J\1acao ( 1588-90), and Japan ( 1590 and 1atcr); this press is kno,,·n to 
h~\'C arrhTcd jn Jndi~ in Jvlay 1587~ For the 1\ 7alignJJ.no1 press see Laures] Kirisbitrrn 
llunko~ pp. r-54. 

A fnll sc:t of of the Cochtn Doctriuaj originally 1nadc for the:_ senior 
~utlior ~nd i1o·w in the possession. of the Re:r. XaYicr S. 1·1,~ni N~yagmn of Tuticorin., 
has very ·1.::indly been m-J.dc a,·ailable for study. A rnkrofihn of these photostats has 
b ce n dt:p nsi tc: d in the I-!ar v nrd Co11 ege Library for p UJ"Jl oses of re co rd+ 
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