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Johannes Piscator: One Man
or a Ramist Dichotomy?

T 15 2 tribute to anyonc’s industry to have written so long and so
hard and so much that the guardian spirits of some of the great
libraries of the world are lcft with the impression that you are
rcally not enc man, but two. Yet this is the case with 2 man who,
if his name is lictle known today, must still be reckoned with, and even
read, by those claiming first-hand familiarity with the mind of the
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Puritan, This person is Johannes
or Joannes Piscator (1546-1625), the German Protestant theologian
whose books lie heavy in the principal libraries of England and Waest-
crn Europe, as well as in the Iarvard University Library, where the
collccrion admirably iflustrates the tendency of Piscator’s writing to
feature ‘logical analyscs” of the various books of the Scripturcs.

Piscarar’s works were carly transported to America and to IHarvard
as part of the great engine of theology operated by Puritan divines.
‘They, with other works like them ar Harvard, represent some of the
Ramist furnishings of the Puritan mind, furnishings acquired, some-
times directly and sometimes at third or fourth hand, from the French
regius professor Pierre de Ja Ramée, or, as he was better known in an
anglicization of the Latin form of his name, Pcter Ramus (1515-1572).
His aim was to reconstitute every subject in the curriculum in the name
of a reconditioned ‘dialectic’ or logic; and the assemblage of his own
work floats through the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries surrounded
by a host of other books which Ramism called inte being -— pro-
Ramist books, anti-Ramist books, or syncretizing efforts, overt or
covert, which seek to reconcile Ramism with other less intransigent
philosophies.

‘The Harvard Library is rich in all this Ramist literature, not only in
Ramus’ own works, but in works from the Ramist penumbra inhabited
by Ramus’ iterary licutenant Omer Talon and by Piscator and Alsted.
Such works at Harvard include, for example, George Downham's Coziz-
mrentarii in P. Rami Dialecticam (Frankfurt, 1610), Fricdrich Beur-
haus’ (Beurhusius’) De P. Ranii Diglecticae praecipuis capitibus dis-

15T
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putationes scholasticae {London, 1582), and William Ames’s Ramist
‘methodization’ of the Scriptures which is entitled The Marrow of
Sacred Divinity, Drawne out of the Holy Seriptures and the Iuter-
preters Thereof, and Brought into Method (trauslated out of the Latin;
London, 1643). The works in the Ramist tradition range in size all the
way from the tiny redactions of the Ramist Dislectica and Rbetorica
published at Hanau as unbchicvably condensed schoolboy manuals,
which arc to be found at Harvard, up to the huge Ramist-colored
Euncyclopaedia (Herborn, 1626, and later cditions), long a favorite
work in New England. This Encyclopacdia was the product of the
industry of Johann Hemrich Alsted, whose name in its common Latin
form Alstedius was, as somcone soon discovercd, an anagram for
sednlitas, ‘hard work.” As his carcer shows, Alsted lived up to his ana-
gram. One of the advantages of Ramism was that it enabled its prac-
titioners to turn out material in quantity. Piscator’s production record
is notable, but not unique.

Cambridge University was the Iinglish center of Ramism, and the
Gabrie] ITarvey marginalia at ITarvard form an integral part of the
Cambridge Ramist tradition, as does the Harvard copy of the tract
defending Ramist mono-methodology, Pro Mildaperti [1.e., Willlam
Temple] de unica methodo defensione comntra Diplodophilum [1.e.,
Everard Digby] comnnentatio (London, 1581), written by William
Temple (later Sir William), the elder (1555-1627), who was to be-
come fourth provest of Trinity Cellege in Dublin and a proponent of
Ramism there. Piscator is perhaps best known today in English-speak-
ing circles for his activity along this Ramist front occupied by Temple
and his Cambridge entourage. Lntering the lists for Ramus, FTemple
had soon found himself engaged in a three-way dispute, in which Pis-
cator was the third combatant. In this dispute, Piscator seems to have
thought of himself and to have behaved as not only basically loyal, but
also decently heterodox in his devotion to the French savant; he ad-
dresses Temple, rather slightly his junior, as ‘distinguished young man.”?

However they may have differed in their notions of what true loy-
alty to Ramus should consist i, both Piscator and Temple advertise
unmistakably their adherence to the central Ramist tradition by the
titles of their books. From Temple we have Analysis logica triginta

*Guliclini Tempelli philosophi Cantabrigensis Epistola de Dialectica P, Rami ad
Joan. Piscateren: Argentinens., una cumt Joan, Piscatoris ad illon epistolam re-
sponsiane (Frankfurt, 1590), p. 19.
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Psalmiorum, dedicated to Robert Cecil (London, 1811), and, in Eng-
lish, A4 Logical Analysis of Tawentie Select Psalnies Performed by W.
Temple (London, 160s5). From Piscator there is a formidable array of
volumes: Analysis logica Evangelii secundumt Johannem (London,
1595; second cdition, Herborn, 1595), Analysis logica Evangelis se-
cundum Lucant (London, 15968), Analysis logica libri S. Lucae qm
mscribitur Acta Apostolorum (London, 1597), Analysis logica owmi-
ainnn epistolarigsr Pandi (third edition, London, 1608) — to cite only
a few titles of this sort from such of his works as were published in
London.

The term ‘logical analysis’ (analysis logica) or its equivalent ‘dialec-
tical analysis’ (amalysis dialecticn), when these terms first became cur-
rent in the sixtecnth century, is, at the very least, an all but certain
hallmark of a Ramist work. Examination of most of the accessible
texts points to the conclusion that ‘logical analysis’ is in the sixtcenth
and carly seventeenth centurics a term so unmisgakably pareisan that
no one but a professing Ramist or onc intcliectually descended from a
professing Ramist would use it. '

The literary and philosophical significance of this apparently dull
and uneventful fact is more evident when the perspective is scen. ‘Log-
ical analysis’ was, roughly, what we should now call précis writing,
but carried to a kind of logical extreme so as to resulr, idcally, in con-
catenations of pure syllogisms. As applied to literary, rather than mere-
ly to philosophical productions, such analysis 1s a distinctively sixteenth-
century phenomenon. The Middle Ages made no particulac issue of
such a précis—indeed, seem to have been for the mast part quite
unaware of the précis as a technique for anything but philosophieal,
legal, and theological commentary, where it was preliminary and rather
incidental. It is under Ramist auspices that logical analysis becomes an
jssie in the late Renaissance, and that its becomes more than that, a
philosophy of litcrature swhich grows by implication into a metaphysics,
a means of getting at reality. For a Ramist, what is said by a bit of
Scripture or a gecometrical treatise or 4 pocm or any sort of discourse
whatsoever (Ramus is explicit in his inclusiveness here) is not the text
of the work itself as such but what you can put dewn in a prccis or
logical analysis — that, and nothing more.* T'o intcrpret any form of

* See Ramus, Diafecticae institutiones (Paris: Jacobus Bogardus, mense septembri
1543 ), fols. 48 ff., and Dialectique (Paris, 1555), Pp. 114-119, 1251335, and clsewhere.
These loci mark the beginnings of Ramus’ principle, which henceforward carries
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discourse whatsoever, one writes a préeis of it. The way for the cult
of ‘reason’ is of course being leveled here, ruthlessly and with dispatch.
Thus it is that, true to Ramist technique — or, to use the Ramist’s
own term, ‘technology’® — Piscator need not have confined, and as we
shall sce did not confine, his Jogical analyses to the Scriptures. He was,
however, primarily a theologian (that 15, he operated Ramustically prl-
marily on theological snb]ecrs}, and his output of loglcal analyscs 1s
concerned chiefly with the Scripturcs, which, given time, he would
probably have processed book by book, from beginning to end. These
logical analyses of the Scriptures, together with Piscator’s well-known
Calvinist translation of the Bible, are listed in the Catalogne of Printed
Books in the Library of the British Musewan under ‘Johann Piscator of
Herborn,” while similar logical analyses performed on Cicero’s De
officiis are listed as by a quite different author, ‘Johannes Piscator of
Wittenberg.” In France, the Catalogue général des livres imprimiés de
la Bibliothéque Nationale and at Oxford the (unprinted) catalogue of
the Bodleian Library present a Jobanoes Piscator under a third guise —
the Strasburg Piscator (Argentinensis). But these catalogues use this
Piscator to replace the Herborn Piscator, so that their division, too,
results in only two Piscators after all. This 1s a point of some interest,
" because Ramists all maintained stoutly that a dichotomy, the keystone
on which all Ramist teaching was poised, was the best form of division.
‘Dichotomy is the best distribution,’ proclaims a thesis defended in 1646
at Harvard by Jonathan Mitchel, and in 1678 another Harvard thesis
still echocs, “The most accurate distribution is dichotomy.”* It restores
one’s confidence in the workings of the mills of the gods to find the
posthumous dismemberment of Piscator going forward accerding to
specifications which his party propounded.
While it concurs with the British AMuscum in presenting a Piscator
of Wittenberg, the Bibliothéque Nationale cataloguc transters the

through the bundreds of cditions of his works, reaching its peak of popularity in
about the 1580,

*Sce, for example, Omer TFalon, Rhetorica, edited by Claudius Minos or Claude
Mignaule (Paris, 1577), ‘Proovemium in hanc technologiam rhetoricam,” and com-
pare Adrien Turnebe’s remarks on ‘cold technology’ tn his volume Libelli de wvino,
calore, et methodo (Patis, 1600}, fols, j30-31. Technology among New lingland
divines is discussed in Perry Miller, The New Englond Mind (New York, 1930),
pp. 161-180, and elsewhere.

‘Miller, The New England Mind, pp. 127-128, Cf, Samuel Tliot Morison,
Harvard College in the Seventeenth Century {Cambridge, Mass., 1936), especially
Chapter VIIL
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Ramus cditions from him to its Strasburg Piscatar, who otherwisc cor-
responds to the Britsh Museum’s Herborn theologian. Thus in the
Bibliothtque Nationale catalogue, the Wittenberg Piscator is left with
only logical analyscs of classical anthors credited to his name —the
analyses of Cicera’s De officiis assigned him by the British Muoseum,
plus analyses of Horace’s Epistolne and De arte poetica and of Cicero’s
Paradoxa.

There is evidently no little uncertainty here, and some reason for it
is to be found in Piscator’s carcer, which was geographically complex
enough. Born at Strasburg, as the Allgemeine deutsche Biographie
notes,” he also taught at Strasburg as well as ar Heidelberg, Dillenberg,
Neustadt, Mors, Herborn, and Siegen, migrating to the latter place
from Herborn on two separate occasions with his school because of the
plagne. But to make matters worse, the path of this 1546-1625 Jo-
hannes Piscator is crossed in some of the standard biographical refer-
ence works by another (German Protestant Johannes Piscator whe,
according to Louis Moréri, Grand dictionnaire bistorigire (Paris,
1759), died at Strasburg in 1546 — the cxact place and ycar of our
Piscator’s birth! The reference in Moréri to Bossuet (M. de Meaux)
leads nowhere, as far as the distinction of persons goes, for Bossuet
speaks only of the 1546—1625 Piscator, By the mid-eighteenth century,
there was already considerable confusion concerning this second Jo-
hannes Piscator, for in Christian Gottlieb Jocher, Allgemeines Ge-
lehrien-Lexicon (Leipzig, 1751), the notice for him had placed his
death at Strasburg in 1646, a hundred years later, and had stated that
he was professor of theology in the gymnasium at Siegen and wrote
‘methodic commentaries’ on the New Testament — specifications’
which are concurred i by Zedler’s Universal Lexicon (Leipzig and
Halle, 1741), but which fit the 1546—1625 Piscator too closely for com-
fort. For there is no doubt that the 1546—1625 Piscator was professor
of theology at Sicgen, besides being a writer of ‘methodic commen-
taries’ — methodic being a Ramist synonym for analytic. The title-
page of a book in the Bibliothéque Nationale connects the professor-
ship precisely with the date of his death: Georg Pasor, Oratio funebris
in obitnm J. Piscatoris, scholae Sigenensis Nassovioruin professoris the-
ologiae (Herborn, 1625). Jocher’s possibly accidental differentiation
of his two individuals as ‘Joh. Piscator’ (1546—1625) and ‘Jo. Piscator,’
a differentiarion perhaps echoed in the present library catalogues, is

" Without mention of a second Johannes Piscator.
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worthless. Onc’s hunch that so ncat a spelling distinction could not
survive the cbullient energies of Renaissance typesetters is substantiated
by a glance ar the titles in the library cacalogues.

Qutside the various biographical notices, there is evidence that, in
close proximity to the first Johannes Piscator, 1546—1625, a second
person of the same name existed, one who antedates rather than pOst-
dates the first for the simple reason that hc is his father, The evidence
can be found in Alsted’s Encyclopacdia septemn tomis distincta (Her-
born, 1630), where, among the dedicatory verses, arc some signed
‘Johannes Piscator f. anno 1622 aetatis 77" The f.” would certainly
mcan ‘the son’ (filins), and the age given identifics this Piscator un-
mistakably as the 15461625 individual, allowance of a year being made
for the dating practices of the time, so that we can assume a Johanncs
Piscator ‘the father’ as the progenitor of our 1546-1625 man. Thcse
verses would be at hand {or any compiler and may have helped create
confusion, although I find no indication that this sas the casc.

The sorting out of individuals named Piscator, or cven Johannes
Piscator, is a major project for any compiler of biographical notices or
catalogues concerned with the Renaissance.® As the Latinization of
such names as Fischer or Engler or Engeler,” or of other names which,
like these, mean or scem to mean fisherman (piscator), although cuy-
mologically perhaps they sometimes do not, the name Piscator is ex-
cecdingly common. Johann Moller, who in 1697 published a ‘fouc-part
homonymaoscope,’ to serve in identifying authors commenly confused
with onc another, does not treat any Johannes Piscator individually,
but includes the Piscatorcs generically with the Agricolae, Albini,
Molitores, Pontant, Sartorii, Silvii, Venatores, and scores of others of
like stamp who are ‘to be found in any quantity you want anywhere,”®
and whom he despairs of straightening out completely.

In the international Latin commuinity formed by the intellectuals of
the time, these Latin names served for their equivalents not only in
(German but in all the Western Turopean Janguages. These were the
Farmers, Bauvers, and IFermiers, the Whites, Weisscs, Wittes, Blancs, and

*In the catalogues of the Harvard J.ibrary, the dichotomized Piscator here
discussed is correctly listed as one undivided individual.

" Jécher, Gelebreen-Lexicon, 111, col. 1592, lists a Jlerman Piscator or ingeler.

*‘Quamplurimi ubivis obvii’— Jobann Moller, Hemonymoscapia bistorico-phi-
lologico-critica, sive Schedinsa mapepywor de soviptoribus homonyuis quadriparti-

w2 (Hamburg, 1697), p. 844. A copy of this work may be consulted in the
Harvard Library.
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Leblancs, the Millers, Miillers, Mallers, Mollers, and Meuniers, the
Bridges, Briickers, and Duponts, the Taylors, Schneiders, the Coutu-
riexs, the Woods, Walds, and Dubais, the Hunters, Jagers, and Chas-
scurs or Chasscrats — to cite equivalents in only three of the Western
Furopean tongucs. Such names, with which fall Fisher or Fischer and
its cquivalents in other vernaculars, can be had for the asking 1 any
and all languages. When they were uniformly reduced to Latin, not
only did the Miillers become in effcet identical with the Mollers, but
the Taylors, Schneiders, and Couturiers became quitc indistinguishable
from one another. The most obscure and isolated family thus acquired
all sorts of intcrnational pscudo-relatives. Little wonder that Moller
throws up his hands in despair at this crawling mass of homonyms. He
treats some of them in passing and, out of deference to his own name, he
does try to do something definitive with the Millers, Miillers, Méllers,
Mollers, Meuniers, and their ¢Jan, with the result that he has to devote
to them art the end of his work a special appendix of thirty-three pages
entitled (I translate) ‘A Idalf-Hundred Writers of the Same Name as
the Author of This Check-List.” The Piscator clan would have yielded
a list perhaps as full, and so with most of the others whom Moller re-
fuses to treat.

In the late cightcenth century and the early nincteenth, a supple-
ment and continuation of Jocher’s Allgemeines Gelebrien-Lexicon
was undertaken by Johann Christoph Adelung and his successor Hein-
rich Wilhelm Rotermund,? in which an attempt was made to correct
Jocher's double cntry for a Johanncs Piscator. Rotermund, who did
the volume in the supplement where the Piscator entrics appear, lists
{our men by the name of Johannes Piscator and one Johannes Jacob
Piscator, including among the four Jocher’s first Johannes Piscator
(the 1546-1626 individual) but not his sccond, whom Jocher had
fisted as dying at Strasburg in 1646, Rotcrmund notes that this sccond
was really identical with the first.

Of the new listings in this supplement, two are clearly different
from our 15461625 Piscaror, but the third creates new difficulties,
This is a Johannes Piscator who made his name chiefly as a Latin occa-

Y Fortsetzaeng und Erginzungen zu Christian Gottlieb [Jichers aligeneinem
Gelebricn-Lexico, 6 vols. {Leipzig and Bremen, 1784-1819). Vol. VI (Bremen,
1810} is the one with the Piscator entries. In 18¢g7 Qtro Giinther published a Vol
VII ar Leipzig which picks up at the leter ‘R’ where Vol VI had lefc off, but
which does not finish even this letter.
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sional poet and professor of poetry. He stndied at Wittenberg, we
are informed, where he probably began his studies about 1553 and Jater.
taught, becoming subsequently rector of the Gymnasium at Alten-
burg and in 1574 professor of poetry (Latin, of course) and later
professor of Greek at the University of Jena, and living at least till
sometime in the 1590’s. e styled himself, says Rotermund, sometimes
a5 ‘of Nuremberg® and sometimes as ‘of Neustadt.” Rotermund lists
fourtcen works as his, all of them being oceasienal verse or orations
cxeepe the following four:

Animadversioncs in dialccticam Petri Rami, epist. I1. Francof. 1582. 8.

Petri Rami scholarum physicarum libri VIII. emendati [ie., per Ioannem
Piscatorem]. Francf, 1583, 8.

Petri Rami scholarum metaphysicarum Jibri XIV., emend[ad, i.c., per Ioannem
Piscatorem]. Francf. rg83. 8.

Analysis logica epistolarum Horatil et artis poéticae, nec non selectarum ali-
quot Odarum, una cum Scholiis. Spirae 1595. 8.

Here, although Rotermund had carlier eliminated J6cher’s original
error, he has perpetrated a grosser one of his own, for these four
works'® — anomalous on the face of it among the occasional poetry
and orations of this Nuremberg-Neustadt Piscator — are clearly, as
will be seen, not by him but by our 1546-1625 man.

Rotermund’s crror is doubtless the immediate occasion of the diffi-
culty which still persists when the Bibliothéque Nationale assigns the
last of these four works, and the British Museum the Jast three of the
four, together with cditions of athers of Ramus’ Scholae, to a Piscator
of Wittenberg, for Rotermund’s Johannes Piscator of Nuremberg and
of Neustadt had studied and taught at Wittenberg and published most
of his works therc — that is to say, his genuine ones. Tt is easy to
show that the editions of Ramus’ Scholae physicae and Scholae sneta-
physicae are by the Strasburg Piscator, for of the editions cited by
Rotermund (Frankfurt, 1583) and the editions in the British Museam
(Frankfure, 1606 and 1610 respectively), all four in their full titles

* Capics of the second and third works in the editons here in questton are to
be fouad in the Harvard Library, copics of the first and fourth in the Cambridge
University Library, Fuller locatons of copies of such works will be given in
the complete inventory of the published works of Peter Ramus and of Omer
Talon and in check-lists of related works which I hope soon to publish in con-
nection with a comprehensive work on Ramus and Ramist method in its intellectual
milieu.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume VIII, Number 2 (Spring
1954)



Jobannes Piscator: One Man or a Rawmist Dichotonty? 159

identify the editor, on their title-pages themselves, as Johannes Piscator
of Strasburg (‘Argentinensis’).” The other editions of Ramus’ Scholae
attributed by the British Museum catalogue to the Wirtenberg Pisca-
tor are similarly by the samc Strasburg Piscator, as is cvident both
from title-pages and from prefatory material. The Bibliotheéque Na-
tionale lists its copices of all these works quite justifiably under jts Stras-
burg Piscator. .

The Animadversiones on Ramus’ Diglectica which Rotermund at-
tributes to his Nurcmberg-INeustadt Piscator is likewise clearly shown
to be by the Strasburg Piscator, for its full title, too, identifics its author
as ‘Joan[nes] Piscator Argentinensis.” The ‘epist. I’ of Rotermund’s
entry confirms this identification, as it obviously refers to an item or
items in the exchange of letters berween Piscator of Strasburg and Wil-
liam Temple referred to above.”® The several letters were frequently
included in the same volume with others of Piscator’s or Temple’s
writings on dialectic.

Moreover, this Strasburg Piscator is the same as the British Muscom’s
Herborn Piscator, for, taking the Analysis logica Evangelii secundum
Johannem (Herborn, 159s), listed in the British Museum catalogue
as by ‘Johann Piscator of Herborn,” we find-the author in the preface
writing ‘Argentorati [l1.e., Strasburg] in patria mea.’ Further, there
never has been any doubt that the Johannes Piscater who wrote one
of the ‘Jlogical analyses’ in this series on the Scriptures wrote them all.

But what of the logical or dialectical analyses of Cicero and Horace
assigned variously by the Bibioth¢que Nationale and the British Mu-
scun to Johanncs Piscator of Wittenberg, and by Rotermund to the
Piscator of Nuremberg and Neustadt? The title-pages of the two
analyses of Cicero show that the author again is the Piscator of Stras-
burg. M. T. Ciceronis De officiis librorumm 111 analysis dialectica, ad
praccepiiones P. Rawn potisstmum acconnmodaia per Joan. Pisca-
torem Argentinensen: (Speycer, Bernhardus Albinus, 1582 — the same
title, with the ‘Argentinensern,’ in the second edition, Speyer, Bern-
hardus Albmus, 1585), and M. T. Ciceronis Paradoxorum ad M. Bri-
tumn analysis didlectica per foann. Piscatorem Argentinensen: (Speyer,
Bernhardus Albinus, 1597). The worl devoted to Horace, the Azaly-

*It nced hardly be mentioned that Rensissance place-names such as ‘Argen-
tinensis’ used as surnames afeer the family name refer ordinarily to the place of a
man’s origin, not of his residence.

g A
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sis legica Epistolarum Horatii omnium, connumerato etiam libello qui
mseribitur De arte poctica, necnon selectarun gliguot Odarume tia
cumt Scholiis, anthore Jobanne Piscatore (Speyer, Bernhardus Albinus,
1595), does not specify the ‘Argentinensis,” and was assigned by Ro-
termund to his Nuremberg-Neustadt Piscator, as we have already seen.
ITowever, not only is this volume by the same printer as the anzalyses
of Ciccro, but its author’s preface is dated from Siegen (‘ex illustri

- schola Nassovica Sigenensi, mense junio 1595°), just as is the preface
{‘Sigenac, 21 apr. 1597") of the 1597 volume of Cicero’s Paradoxa
already mentioned, which identified its author explicitly as Piscator
Argentinensis. Moreover, the same preface of the 1595 volume which
omits the ‘Argentinensis’ discusses, with dates putting the identifica-
tion beyond controversy, Piscator’s career at Herborn and Mars,
mentioning also such famous Ramists as Claude Mignault (Minos) and
Andreas Cragius (Krag). Thus there can be no doubt that the author
of this work, too, is our Piscator Argentinensis, the rg546-1625
Piscaror.

Since it is certain that the Strasburg and the Herborn Piscators are
one man, the Ramist Piscator, what is left of the Piscator of Witten-
berg after all the works by this Ramist Piscator have been taken away
from him? Nothing in the Bibliothéque Nationale catalogue, and in the
British Museum catalogue only three works, attributed, correetly, by
Rotermund to his Nuremberg-Neustadt Piscator, who thus seems to
be the sole reality behind the Wittenberg name.

Qur 1546-1625 Piscator had a fling at tutoring, as well as at Scrip-
tural exegesis, and his Jogical analyses’ of classical texts were an almost
automatic by-product of a course in an author, as Piscator himsclf
explains in the prefaces, where he owns that some of the analyscs were
dictated to his pupils. Thesc analyscs represented the commentary
which accumulated apace as the teacher worked his way through the
text and which he naturally hated to see Jost to future generations, as
it was sure to be if it remained in unprinted form. Indeed, Ramist com-
mentary and Ramist philosophy had a way of genecrating themsclves
spontancously out of the preparation of classes for young boys——a
fact perhaps throwing considerable light on John Milton’s Artis logicae
plenior institutio, ad Petri Ramii sethodum concimta (London,
1672), which thus, more probably than ever, represents what Milton
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had grubbed up for himself much earlier in life when he came to teach
logic to Edward Phillips. At a mature age (fifty-one in 1597), as Mil-
ton was when he published his Ramist Jogic, Piscator did not hesitate
to see into print a product begotten at an earlier date not out of curi-
osity by insight, but out of the cxigencies of teaching by an all-purpose,
never-faltering Ramist ‘method.’

It is perhaps natural to suppose that a person so committed to Bible
translation and theological commentary as Piscator would not be the
man to produce logical analyses of classical authors. But this is to miss
the whole rationale of Ramist method and ‘logical analysis,” and, in-
deed, of a wholc undergrowth of deep-set modern attitudes which
reach early maturity in the Ramist intellectual climate. Once he was
trained in ‘logical analysis’ — and Ramus himself boasts that he had
his students trained in it when they were thirteen or so ** — the Ramist
was by that very fact constituted a general practitioner. There was no
text, no form of discourse, which he could not foree to yield up to
him 1ts ‘secrets of method’ without delay. Oratory, history, poetry,
biography, ethics, theology, gecometry — all alike succumbed as they
were tumbled into the hopper of the Ramist machine, which pro-
duced at the ather end whole strings of syllogisms.”® IDescartes’ quest
for a universal method and his postulate that cven theology be merely
a branch of philesophy was being anticipated here, philosophy being,
for the Ramist, his all-consuming dialcctic. The diversified canon of
Piscator’s warks thus appears in function of the universal applicability
of Ramist dialectic, as his characteristic titles help fix the dates of the
fad for ‘logical analysis' — a strictly dated term and concept if there
CVEI \Was one,

“There are other problems concerning other Piscators, which T, like,
Moller, do not undertake to solve, cven though one or another of

“Ramus, Pro phileso phim' Parisiensis Acadeniine discipling oratio [1551], in
his Scholae in liberales avtes (Basel, 1569), cols. 1020, 1044-1047.

“8¢e the syllogisms which burst into flower throughout Piscator’s various
‘logical analyses’ alrcady cited, or in any of Ramus’ or Omer Talon’s commen-
taries, and compate Ramus, Professio regia, edited by Joanncs Thomas Freigius
(Basel, 1576). Voltaire once remarked that books coming frem Freigius’ hands
made interesting reading for stupid people. The atempt of Ramism to resolve
once and for all the persistent theological dispute among Protestants concerning

the meaning of the words used at the J.ast Supper is discussed in Frans Lukas Bos,
Jobann Piscator: Scine Steltung in den Evdrterungen iitber das heilige Abendmahl

(Kampen, 1932), pp. 30 ff.
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them may be tangential to the problem here treated. It is enough for
the present to have pointed out the one thing which seems clear:
whichever way you undertake to dichotomize the Johannes Piscator
who was a follower of Peter Ramus, he remains, reluctantly but al-
ways, the same mai.

WaLter J. Ong, S. J.
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CORRIGENDUM
Vol. VIEl, No, 1 (Winter 1954)
- In the article cntitled “T'he Harvard Cellection of TTugo ven Hofmannsthal,”-
p. 61, the year of accession of the collecrion of printed works of Hofmannsrhal

presented by Mr Gilbere I1. Montaguc, "o, should rcad ‘1949, and not ‘1947
as printed.
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